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EXT. BEACH - DAY

Huge bl ack cl ouds gather in the sky above the beach.
Through the gl oony half Iight the shape of a RU NED TONER
Waves crashi ng agai nst the base of a LI GHTHOUSE

A CAVE.

The entrance is littered with beer cans and cigarette
packets.

A SEAGULL flies towards the outline of a small | SLAND with
steep cliffs.

On top of the clips stands the ruins of an ol d ABBEY.

The seagull as it circles the abbey before it cones to roost
in an arch where a wi ndow had once been.

EXT. GARDEN - DAY

A path bordered with well kept flower beds, bird tables,
wat er features, and gnones |lead to an ornate netal gate.

RUBY BAY COTTAGE

There’s a hol e beneath the nane...sonmething is mssing...

| NT. COTTAGE - DAY
Dusty shelves filled with bric-a-brac and well read books.

Bl ack and white photographs of fishing boats and fi shernen,
ol d pubs and nen and wonen in hats and bonnets.

A copy of FOLK TALES OF ANCI ENT FIFE sits next to an enpty,
worn arnchair.

| NT. SW MM NG POOL - DAY

A school sw nmi ng | esson.

TWENTY CHI LDREN, all about ten years old stand on the edge
waiting to junp in.

LI AM skinny in over-sized shorts, hops fromfoot to
foot. Tears formng in the corner of his deep, dark eyes.

The other kids junmp in and begin spl ashi ng around.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

LAUGHTER echoes around the pool.

Li am clenches his fists, closes his eyes and wi shes he could
be sonmewhere el se

TWO BOYS | ook up at Liam They start a chant.

BOYS
Li anl Li anl Li an

The chant is taken up by nost of the kids in the pool and
continues until the LI FEGUARD bl ows her WH STLE

The kids swmto the side of the pool.

Li am has gone.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Liamis engrossed in a book. Not the kind of book a nornal
kid would read. It has a worn and dusty cover.

The kind of book found in backstreet second hand shops.
The title is just visible:
SERPENTS AND SAI LORS - MYTHOLOGY OF THE SEA

Li am drops the book as a piercing SCREECH shatters the
si | ence.

lt'’s Liams MUM . ..

MUM
Put those books down and cone here!

Liam carefully picks up his book and gently places it on his
shel f.

He trudges out of his roomand down the stairs into the
Kl TCHEN

Hs MMis standing with her hands on her hips. She's early
40’ s, dressed |ike a teenager.

MUM
You're going to your G an’s.

Li am shrugs his shoul ders.
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MUM
Me and your dad need a break.

Li am shrugs again

MUM
And you with all your reading and
never |eaving the house. W never
get any peace.

Li am just stares bl ankly.

MUM
So pack your bag, your grandad is
on his way.

LI AM
VWhat about school ?

MUM
School ? You’ve only got 2 days
| eft anyway. Then it’s your
hol i days. You can spend the sumer
t here.

Li am has been holding it together - until now.
A tear appears in his eye..
MUM
Don’t even think about crying. You
had better toughen up before you
come back. |If you come back.

| NT. CAR - DAY

GRANDAD, dressed in tracksuit and baseball cap,
down.

Li am | ooks worri ed.
GRANDAD
Y’ know the Largo Law story don’t
you?
Liamis too queasy to speak.
He nods.

Gandad’'s telling the story anyway. ..

has his foot
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GRANDAD
Y know, there’s so much gold in
that hill they say it turned the
sheep yellow. That’s why no sheep
graze there now.
Li am st ares bl ankly.
GRANDAD
You don’t believe that do you? |
t hought you liked all those al
stories.
Li am | ooks green. He takes deep breaths.
GRANDAD
They’ re nore than just stories you
know.

Grandad puts his foot flat down. as the car races al ong
country roads.

Li am wat ches as the scenery flies past in a blur.

EXT. COTTAGE - DAY
Grandad hops out of the car and heads through the gate.
He | eaves Liamto get his bags out.

As Liam struggles towards the garden gate he notices the
sign saying "Ruby Bay Cottage".

He stops and stares for a nonent.
Grandad funbles for the right key.

LI AM
Where’'s the ruby?

G andad tenses.
He drops the keys.
Grandad opens the door and ushers Liaminto the
HALLWAY.
GRANDAD

Usual room son. Your gran nade up
t he bed.
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Li am bashes the walls with his suitcases as he struggles
t hrough the door.

GRANDAD
Take your tinme to settle in.
There’s no rush to cone back down.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Li am engrossed in building a nodel of a boat.
Grandad stands in the doorway for a nonent and wat ches.

GRANDAD
"Il get the paint in fromthe
garage in the norning.

Liamis too busy holding bits of nodel boat together to
noti ce.

Grandad sits down on the bed and tries to stop hinself from
i nterfering.

LI AM
Where has the ruby gone?

Grandad stands up and begi ns sorting piece of the nodel.

GRANDAD
It’s just gone mssing. That’'s al
you need to know.

LI AM
Is that why Gran’s in hospital
agai n?

Grandad takes the glue and begins sticking bits of nodel
boat together.

LI AM
WIl she be ok?

GRANDAD
It’s just your Gran. You know what
she’ s |ike.



| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY
Grandad prepares a huge breakfast.
Li am wanders in and grabs a banana.
GRANDAD
You' re gonna’ need nore than that
son.
Li am | ooks at the mountain of eggs, bacon and sausages.

He takes a bite of the banana.

LI AM
Was it the same kids as |last tinme?

Grandad cracks anot her egg

GRANDAD
Don’t worry about it. [It’'s fine.

LI AM
You never told nme how you got it
back last tine.

Grandad dances around as fat splashes fromthe frying pan.

GRANDAD
It’s not for you to worry about.

Liam fini shes his banana and picks up a sausage.

GRANDAD
You do know that your Gan is nuts?

Li am opens the cupboards | ooking for nore food.

GRANDAD
She thinks that ruby kept us safe.

Liam spreads a lunp of butter on a piece of toast.

LI AM
And did it?

Grandad opens the fridge and rummages around. Liamwaits
patiently for an answer.

GRANDAD
You do want eggs don’t you?
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LI AM
Is that ok?

Grandad cracks an egg into the frying pan
GRANDAD
She’s not been well for a
while. She' s been saying strange
t hi ngs.

Li am chews a piece of toast and avoids eye contact with
G andad.

The egg begins to snoke and spl atter.

Li am junps over to the cooker to turn it down.

| NT. COTTAGE - N GHT

A shaft of sunlight beans down on a pile of dusty old books
next to the bed.

Liamlies on his bed on his stonmach, conpletely enbroiled in
one. He has no idea he is being watched.

Grandad stands in the doorway. He shakes his head as he
wat ches Li am

GRANDAD
You need to get out.

Li am junps up. He slanms the book shut.
GRANDAD
A boy your age should be out down
t he beach. Playing cricket or
talking to girls.

Liamtries to disguise his enbarrassnent.

LI AM

| just want to read for a while.
GRANDAD

When | was your age, | was never

in. As soon as sun canme up | was
out . Didn’t cone back until the
sun went down.

Liamstarts to put the books back on the shel ves.
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GRANDAD
M nd you put them back right now.
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Grandad fini shes packing a rucksack for Liam
GRANDAD
Now t hat shoul d keep you going for
t he day.
Li am produces a book from behi nd his back.
LI AM
Can | take it? | mght get bored.
EXT. BEACH - DAY

G oups of KIDS having fun on the beach. Sone are sailing,
ot hers wi ndsurfi ng.

Some just hanging out around fires.

Liam | ooks on froma distance. He tries to read but is
di stracted by the noise and the activity of the kids.
EXT. BEACH - DAY

Li am down on his knees at a ROCK POOL. He pokes, lifting
stones and watching tiny crabs scurry through the water.
EXT. BEACH - DAY

Liam on his hands and knees conbing carefully through the
sand.

A group of COOL KIDS approach

KID 1
You | ooking for treasure?

Li am i gnores them and conti nues diggi ng.

They wal k away sni ggeri ng.



EXT. BEACH - DAY

Li am poking around in a rock pool again. He tries to turn
over a | arge stone.

He tries to roll it over with his foot. It doesn't budge.
He bends down and tries to nove it with one hand. It’s not
novi ng.

He gets down on his hands and knees. He grabs it with both
hands. It noves slightly. He digs his hands into the sand
beneath the rock. Slowy it tips back. Liam pushes it
right over and the rock falls back with a spl ash.

The spl ash nuddies the water. As the sand swirls around the
pool Liam |l ooks up at the sky.

St orm cl ouds have cone from nowhere.
The cool kids run for shelter.
Li am | ooks back to the pool.

The water has cleared. Liams eyes widen as he gazes down
at a HUGE RED RUDY.

Li am pl unges his hand back into the water and digs
frantically.

He pulls it out.
As it pops out the massive black clouds open up.
Torrential rain pours down onto the beach.

Liamruns to the corner of the beach for shelter.

| NT. CAVE - DAY

Li am watches the rain fall into the sea.

This is nore than just a shower.

Li am reaches into his pocket and feels for the ruby.
As he pulls the ruby from his pocket

BANG

The fl oor opens up.

Liamfalls through.
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| NT. TUNNEL - DAY

Fi ngers stretch out.
Then an arm

El bows bend.

Slowy and carefully Liambegins to pull hinself up fromthe
gr ound.

He brushes hinself down as he struggles to understand what
has happened.

He renenbers. He reaches for the ruby. |It’s gone.

Al t hough Liam has spent npost of his nine years worrying
about sonmething or other, this is different.

He’s scared. Too scared to nove. He gl ances around.

He sees flanes dotted along the walls of the tunnel.

Li am knows he nust nove - but has no idea which way.

H's mind is nade up when he hears rough whi spers.

Liamis legs spring to life and he darts the opposite way.

He runs in short sprints. Stopping at each flame to check
for the whispers.

Al though tired and a little sore, he gets an energy boost
when he spots the light at the end of the tunnel.

He pushes hinself the final twenty yards out into the |ight.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Blinding light.

Li am col | apses onto the sand.
Qut of breath, he rubs his eyes.

Once he has focused he | ooks al ong the beach and up towards
t he town.

It’s gone.
There are buildings. Sone recognisable fromearlier.

But it’s changed. Dramatically.
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Confused, Liam s eyes dart across the beach.

The sailing boats and wi ndsurf boards have gone - repl aced
by FI SHI NG BOATS.

Uterly disorientated, Liamwanders across the beach in the
direction of the town.

Hi s focus returning, he | ooks up to where his Gan’s house
shoul d be.

It’s gone.

He pauses.

He turns around and heads for the ruined tower.
The tower is no | onger ruined.

It stands proud and pristine. Metal grids cover the
wi ndows.

Li am noti ces snoke comng fromthe top of the tower.

EXT. TOAER - DAY

Li am shuffl es towards the tower.

He stops dead as he hears

A BELL RI NG NG

A wel | dressed young nman, TOM appears in the tower doorway.

Tom strides out fromthe tower, he rings the handhel d bel
dramatically and aggressively as he strides towards Liam

Liamis too tired and too bew | dered to run.

He freezes as Tom approaches him He continues ringing the
bell. Tonms face becones nore threatening as he enters

Li ami s personal space.

He holds the bell up and rings it right in front of Lianms
face.

Liam stands firm not through bravery but because he has
nowhere to run

Tomis obviously not used to this kind of reaction. He
gazes into Liam s eyes.

Liamis not intimdated. He stares back.
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TOM
| don’t know who you are. But you
really should be on your way.

LI AM
Should | ?

It’s Tomwho is |ooking worried now. His plan A has failed
and he doesn’t have a plan B. He | ooks back towards the
t ower .

TOM
She' |l be out immnently. She wll
not be pleased. You do know that?

Li am | ooks over Tomi s shoulder to the tower. He's just
thinking that it | ooks a good place to get sone sl eep.

LI AM
She? She who?

TOM
Lady Anstruther. This is her
bathing tine. |If she she’s you she
wi || have you hung.

Now Li am | ooks worri ed.

LI AM
Hung?

TOM
By the neck. You'll be buried
bef ore the next sunrise.

Tom begins to realise that Liamis no threat. He retreats
fromLianm s space just as

LADY ANSTRUTHER appears: striking, head of flam ng orange
hair and a swinsuit that | eaves everything to the
i magi nati on - even arns and | egs.

She strides purposefully over and i medi ately dom nates the
conversati on.

LADY ANSTRUTHER

Hung? ©Ch no, | won’t have him
hung. Drowning is ny thing
now. 1’1l have himtossed to the

fish and the gulls.
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LI AM
But your high...your hon...Ms...I
don’'t understand...l'mjust...l'm

| ost. ..
Lady Anstruther | ooks himup and down.
She gl ances at Tom

LADY ANSTRUTHER
He's | ost.

Liam s well rehearsed puppy-dog expression routine kicks in.
He | owers his head and raises his eyes...

LADY ANSTRUTHER
Wel |l you do | ook
rather...strange. \Were have you
conme fronf

Li am | ooks towards his Grandparent’s house should be. He
hears how stupid that would sound..

LADY ANSTRUTHER
VWhat are you? A stowaway? A
ragamuf fin? A rapscallion?

Li am | ooks at her with pleading eyes.

LI AM
" mjust |ost.

Lady Anstruther reaches out to Liam She ruffles his hair
gently.

LADY ANSTRUTHER
| won’t have you killed. You can
stay. Do you want to stay chil d?
Li am shakes hi s head.

LI AM
| just want to go hone.

Liamturns and wal ks away fromthe tower in silence.
EXT. BEACH - DAY
Li am trudges across the sand. He gazes up at the town and

wat ches as FI SHERMEN in the di stance go about their
busi ness.
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He | ooks out sea and watches as the sun slips below the
hori zon.

Liamclinbs into a battered old rowi ng boat and snuggl es up
into a ball. He collapses. Exhausted.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The sun already high in the sky. Voices of people and
squawki ng of seaqgulls fill the air.

Li am rubs his eyes.

A figure standing over him
He rubs his eyes again.

Two figures.

He rubs his eyes frantically and then w dens them
struggling to focus.

Three figures. They are becomi ng clearer. Long bl onde
hair. Curves.

Relief evident on his face, Liampulls hinself upright.
Only to see that these three wonen all have
Handl ebar noust aches.
A | ook of shock on Lianis face. He nouth gapes open.
These wonen are known as the TACHE HAGS
TACHE HAG 1
Child. Are you the stranger that
we await?
Li am spel | bound by their facial hair.
TACHE HAG 2
The boy is no use to us. Look at
him He's as scared as a
starfish. Look at that nouth.
Li am cl oses hi s nout h.

TACHE HAG 3
Let’s just steal what he’' s got.

Li am begi ns to wake up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

TACHE HAG 1
Have you been sent to take us
back? W’ve waited a century for

this. Is it really you?
LI AM
l"msorry..
TACHE HAG 2

The boy’s just a stowaway. Look at
his clothes. Poor mte.

LI AM
l"mjust...

TACHE HAG 3
Well child. What do you have for
us? If you don’t have the ruby
what do you have?

Li am suddenly pricks up.

LI AM
Ruby?

Liamclinmbs fromthe boat and brushes hi nmsel f down.
The Tache Hags exchange gl ances.

TACHE HAG 1
You have been sent!

LI AM
No, no. It’s just that..

TACHE HAG 2
Just hand it over.

Tache Hag 3 grabs Liam Liamjust stands still and puts his
hands in the air.

TACHE HAG 3
Check the boat!

Liam stands calmMy as Tache Hag 2 frisks him
She doesn’t find anything and steps back.

TACHE HAG 3

VWhere is it? Were’ve you hidden
it?

A FLOCK OF SEAGULLS circle over head.
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LI AM
| don’t know about a ruby. |'m
just lost. | just want to go hone.

The Tache Hag's attitude softens.

TACHE HAG 1
W can’t help. |If you need help
you need to out there.

She points enignatically out to sea.
TACHE HAG 2

The Abbey on the island. You need
to see the witch

LI AM
Wtch?

TACHE HAG 3
I f you're too scared you can stay
her e.

LI AM

| " m not scared.

TACHE HAG 1
In that case, you could be out
t here before noon.

TACHE HAG 3
You mi ght not be back though.

Liam | ooks out to the outline of the Abbey standing on the
i sl and.

TACHE HAG 2
Leave him He' s usel ess.

Li am has made his m nd up

LI AM
| m goi ng.

Li am grabs the boat and begins to try to pull it into the
sea. The boat doesn’t nove.

The Tache Hags watch himfor a nonent.

Liamfails to budge the boat. The Tache Hags grab the rope
and pull it easily into the sea.

Liam sm |l es his thanks.
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TACHE HAG 1
Good | uck.

Li am hops into the boat and wobbles as he tries to sit down.

TACHE HAG 2
What ever you do. Don’'t scream

Li am grabs one oar and pushes the boat out to sea.

He picks up the other and tries to row. Liamgets
frustrated as the boat spins in circles.

A seagul |l lands on the boat.

Eventually Liamlines up the oars and the boat heads through
t he waves towards the Abbey.

EXT. SEA - DAY

Liam tired, mserable and sore. H's blistered hands find
it inpossible to grip the oars.

The boat bobs around aimessly. Sonething catches Liams
eye. A shadow underwat er.

He wat ches and waits.

Not hi ng.

He notices bubbles in the water.

BANG

The boat shakes as it is rammed from beneat h.

Liamloses his grip on the oars conpletely. They slip into
t he sea.

Li am | ooks around, waiting for the next attack. Silence.
SQUAWKI NG of seagulls above distracts himfor a nonent.
BANG

The boat is ramred again. The danage is done this tine.
A crack in the boat begins to let water in.

BANG

This tinme the boat splits.
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Liamlooks to the island. He's only 100 nmetres from
safety. Seals and seabirds watch Liam fromthe rocks.

The boat is going down. Liam watches the shadow circle
around beneat h the waves.

The flock of seagulls above has grown to hundreds.

Li am shivers as he slips into the water

Suddenly the 100 nmetres | ooks like 100 m | es.

Liam panics as his eyes frantically search for the shadows.
The seagulls swoop down over Liam The shadow appears in
the water. The seagulls swoop down and frighten the shadow
awnay.

Li am manages to conpose hi nsel f enough to begin

swinmng. H's aching arns and | egs struggle to cut through
t he swelling waves.

Li am reaches shall ow water and drags hinself to his
feet. He stunbles through the water and onto the beach.

The seagulls circle overhead a couple of tines before flying
away.

EXT. CLIFF - DAY

Liam stares up an al nost sheer cliff face to the Abbey at
the top. He looks at the sea as the waves bring in the
broken pieces of his boat. He |ooks over at the

mai nl and. He has to do sonet hing.

Li am stands up. Dusts hinself down and tries to get a grip
on the cliff face.

He clinbs a few feet with ease.

As he grabs at a rock, it slips. Liamtakes a breath. He
regai ns his conposure and starts again.

A few nore feet. His confidence grow ng.

He is brave enough to | ook down. He's not scared.
He | ooks up. He’s hal fway there.

Al of a sudden he’s |ike Spidernman

He hauls hinmself to top. Stands up. Looks down. That's
been sone cli nb!
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EXT. ABBEY - DAY

As Liamrevels in his achievenent of getting up the cliff a
smle creeps onto his face. His brow furrows as he prepares
hi nsel f for whatever is about to happen. He puffs up his
chest and turns around to face the Abbey.

As he turns he is faced with... AGNES ADAM Liam | ooks her
up and down. He thinks he should be scared. He's not. She
doesn’t look like a witch. She |ooks just like a little old
Ganny. She smles. A warm welcomng smle.

Liamtakes a step towards her.

AGNES
No further child.

Li am fr eezes.

AGNES
Who sent you here?

Liamattenpts to nove...

AGNES
Halt chil d.
LI AM
| don't...l'’mnot sure...|'m

lost. Three wonen said...
AGNES

Enough. | know who sent you. |

know why you’ re here.

Agnes beckons himw th a bony finger. On the finger is a
bright red ruby ring.

Agnes smles as she catches Liam | ooking at it.

AGNES

Not the one you need child.
LI AM

They said you’d help ne.
AGNES

They di d?
LI AM

They said the old witch would hel p.

Agnes smiles again. She watches as Liamsquirnms as he waits
for her reply.
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AGNES
Oh. And you think I’"'ma wtch?
LI AM
| don’t...l’mnot sure...They said

to cone to the island..

AGNES
Oh, they think I"’'ma witch. They
treated ne like a witch. The
things they did to ne.

LI AM
They?

AGNES
The peopl e over there. The good
people. You're just a child. You
shoul dn’t know.

Agnes softens...

AGNES
Cone with ne child.

Liam foll ows her towards the Abbey.
AGNES

Are you one of the good people? O
are you a good person?

LI AM
| don’t know. |’mnot very good in
school. M teacher said | was
bad. My nmum and dad said | was
bad. | don’t feel bad...
Agnes | aughs.
AGNES

People? Don't listen to

people. They're all stupid. Al
of them They all follow each

ot her and nobody has any thoughts
of their own.

Liam foll ows Agnes into the Abbey
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| NT. ABBEY - DAY

The Abbey is a conplete shell. Al though the walls and
W ndows are intact, there are absolutely no fittings. Just
a small fire and a pile of rags.

Liam |l ooks into the flanes. Hypnotised for a second.

AGNES
You expected a caul dron, a pointy
hat and a broonstick didn't you?

LI AM
Vel |l ..

AGNES
This way child.

Liamfollows her into a tower. No stairs, no
fittings. Just an enpty tower.

AGNES
Is this what they told you about?
s it? The test? They told you
about it child?

LI AM
They did say sonething. But they
didn't...

AGNES

Quite sinple child. You pass the
test and I help. You don’'t and..

Agnes points at a SEAGULL perched on a wi ndow | edge. Liam
t akes a nonent before he realises what she neans.

AGNES
So? Are you brave enough
child? Brave enough or desperate
enough?

Liam strains his neck as he | ooks up to the top of the
t owner .

AGNES
Do you believe in magic child? Do
you believe in special powers?

LI AM

l...1 suppose | do. | think |I have
to. Don't |?
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AGNES
So do you believe I'ma wtch?

The seagulls begin to SQUAWK. They take to the sky.

LI AM
| don’t know.

AGNES
| f you don’t know, why are you
here? You need a witch to
help. AmIl a witch or not?

Liamgulps. He' s terrified of giving the wong answer.

AGNES
Were the good people right to do
what they did? Wre the right to
torture me and banish ne to this
island? Well?

LI AM
| hope you're a witch. | was told
| need a witch to help ne. [|f you
are witch then you can help
me. So, yes. | think you

are. You're a witch.
Agnes sm | es and raises her eyebrows.

AGNES
You're not as stupid as people say
you are. Are you? People do cal
you stupid don’t they? Back in
your world. They nake fun of
you. You will get stronger. But
bef ore you do.

Agnes screws her face up. She stares at Liam Her eyeballs
bul ge.

Liamis frozen. He can’t even try to nove.

AGNES
You were expecting spells and
cauldrons. | don’t work Iike
that. Now, you will be able to
speak in just a second. You can
say yes or no. |If you pass the
test then | wll help you. [If you
fail, then you are a coward and you
can join them

Agnes points at the flock of seagulls flying overhead.
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AGNES
So. Do you want to take the test?
LI AM
Yes.
Liamis immedi ately sent shooting upwards. He stops as he
| eaves the tower. His body is still frozen. Only his eyes
nove.

Li am | ooks out over the sea to the town and the beach on the
mai nl and.

He cast his eyes down to see the figure of Agnes down bel ow.
Liamdrops |i ke a stone.

He stops a foot fromthe ground. H s expression has not
changed.

AGNES
No screanms? |’'m
surprised. Surprised but very
i npressed. Again?

LI AM
Yes.

He shoots upwards agai n.
The seagul |l s have gat hered around the open top of the tower.
They circle Liams head as he | ooks down at Agnes agai n.

He drops to the floor. Agnes keeps himhovering an inch off
the ground. She | ooks himup and down.

AGNES
You' re braver than you | ook boy.

Liam stretches his toes to try and get his feet back on the
gr ound.

AGNES
| could tell you where the ruby
is. If I was that kind of
person. But |I’mnot, so |
won't. | think you boy, | think
you can do it without ne. 1 like
you. You're not like the rest. |
t hi nk you can do anythi ng you want.

Liamis feet land on the ground. He face is green. He gulps
to stop hinself from puking.
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AGNES
Of you go boy. Good | uck.

Liamis still speechless. Too full of nausea to smle. He
manages to raise a hand and turns and stunbl es back towards
t he beach.

FADE QUT



