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DAY- KITCHEN IN A FAM LY HOUSE

SAVANNA (6) wal ks from her roominto the kitchen hol ding a
bl anket carefully. She brings it up to her nother, BRENDA
who is cooking on the stove. Her father, PHI LLIP is pulling
fur out of an old vacuum cl eaner and cussi ng.

SAVANNA
| think Harry is dead. He's upside
down, like Jeffery Fish was.

Brenda turns around and junps a bit at the sight of the
stiff, furry little creature.

She hugs Savanna.

BRENDA
|"m so sorry Savanna. | know you | oved
Harry. W can get you a new hamnster

ok?
Savanna pulls away fromthe hug.

SAVANNA
No. | don't want a Harry nunber two.

Savanna turns and wal ks away and throws her hands up.

SAVANNA
There is no other Harry.

DAY- KI DS BEDROOM

Savanna sits cross | egged on her bed. She is drawing a
pi cture of Harry.

The site of her goldfish, Jeffery Fish the Fifth, catches her
eye. She stares thoughtfully at the bow .

Her attention then turns to her fluffy, snoring dog, BRUNO
He is laying on his back on the rug, sleeping deep. H s |egs
stick up inthe air- simlar to Harry's death pose.

Finally her attention turns to the framed picture of Savanna
and her parents that is on her dresser.

She stares at it, and her eyes light up with realization.
DAY- KITCHEN IN A FAM LY HOUSE

Savanna runs into the kitchen.



SAVANNA
Mom

Savanna | owers her voi ce.

SAVANNA
Are you gonna die too?
BRENDA
What ? No!
SAVANNA

But, if Jefferey Fish died four tines,
and Harry died once, and Bruno | ooks
i ke he's dead...

BRENDA
VWhat ? What's wwong with the dog?

Phillip chinmes in.

PHI LLI P
What's wong with the dog? He sheds
t oo damm nuch!

Phillip continues fixing the vacuum

Savanna goes on with her flurry of questions to her nom Now
huggi ng her.

SAVANNA
So you won't die?

BRENDA
No, sweetie I'mnot going to die for a
l ong tine.

SAVANNA
For a long tine? So there is a tine?!

Phillip | ooks at Brenda.

PH LLI P
Looks |i ke she cracked your code
honey.

SAVANNA

When? Mom when will you die?

BRENDA
Sweeti e, nobody knows when they are



going to die. But | promse it won't
be for a long tine.

SAVANNA
When that happens, do | get a new nom
like I get a new fish? Like you want
me to get a new Harry?

BRENDA
People are a little nore conplicated,
baby.

Savanna begins to cry and recount the death's of all her past
pet s.

SAVANNA
First Jeffery Fish, Harry, then Bruno,
Mom and Dad...it's everybody!

Ever ybodyyyyyy. ..
Phillip joins Brenda and Savanna in the kitchen.
Phillip and Brenda speak in hushed tones. Wil e Savanna
| ament s.
PH LLI P
| know I'mgoing first, so until | die
you' re safe.
BRENDA
You woul d be selfish enough to die
first.
PHI LLI P
Men have shorter life spans. It's
sci ence. Probably frompulling ani ma
hair out of the vacuumfive tines a
nont h.
Bruno strolls lazily into the kitchen. Phillip points at the
dog.

PHI LLI P
You know, it wouldn't hurt if this one
was next on the |ist.

Brenda el bows Phillip.
BRENDA

Qur daughter is dealing with the sting
of death. Have sone sensitivity.



Phillip puts his hands on Savanna's shoul ders. Bendi ng down
to her |evel.

PHI LLI P
Li sten sweetie. Everything has a tine
tolive and atinme to die. Jeffery
Fi sh one through five, Harry, Bruno
and your old nom and dad. Even you..

Brenda interrupts.

BRENDA
| know. Would you like to have a
funeral for Harry?

Savanna thinks for a beat. Then says dramatically.
SAVANNA

If we are all gonna die, why do we try
so hard when we are alive? |I'mjust

gonna go lay on ny bed and wait. |I'm
sure it will be any mnute now |'m
feeling a bit fuzzy. 1'll be in ny
room
Brenda and Phillip watch as Savanna nopes out of the kitchen.
BRENDA

Qur daughter, the phil osopher.

PHI LLI P
She' s not w ong.

BRENDA
Don't say that! O course she's wong.
Qur |ives have neani ng. What about
| ove? What about | ooking up at the
stars and feeling that there is
sonmet hing out there after death!

Phillip grabs a soda out of the fridge and heads out.

PH LLI P
Nah...l"'mwith the kid on this one.

EVENI NG BACKYARD OF FAM LY HOVE
Savanna, Brenda, Phillip and Bruno, stand around a snall

square hole in the ground under a big oak tree. Savanna is
hol di ng a shoebox.



BRENDA
Wul d you like to say sonething nice
you renenber about Harry? Before we
bury hi n®

Savanna studies the hole in the ground.

SAVANNA
| wote a poem
BRENDA
That' s great honey.
SAVANNA
Maybe Harry wi Il grow back? When we
bury him he will grow like a tree?
PH LLI P

(Whi spers to Brenda)
When |'m gone toss ne in a burlap sack
six feet under, right next to ol
Harry here. He's getting real five
star treatnent!

Brenda el bows Phillip yet again.
Phillip notices the dog.
The dog eyes him Phillip | ocks eye contact with Bruno.
PH LLI P
(Mouths to the dog)

You' re next.

Savanna opens the shoe box and is poking Harry's stiff little
body. She starts to cry and hugs her nom

SAVANNA
| don't want you to ever |eave ne!

At this sane nonent, Bruno sticks his face in the box and
grabs Harry.

Phillip yells.

PHI LLI P
No! Bad dog!

BRENDA
Bruno no conme back



Savanna starts to say her goodbye poem anbngst the chaos.
Phillip liberates Harry's body from Bruno's nouth. Her
parents qui et down.

SAVANNA
We're all gonna end up like Harry, In
a box in a hole in the ground. |
realized this and it was scary, so I'm
saying nmy fears out loud. If we are
all gonna end up like Harry, | think,
why should we even try? Just waiting
our turn to D-I-E, in case it's bad
luck to say the word '"die'. But now
that | did | feel better, and Harry
it's not so bad. You will be right
here under the big oak tree, while |
think of the fun we had.

The fam |y chuckl es.

SAVANNA ( CONTI NUED)
| never want to forget you. So | drew
your face with a crayon.

Savanna hol ds up the picture she drew the ni ght before.

SAVANNA ( CONTI NUED)
And if we all end up like Harry, at
| east we' Il be together again.

The whole famly stands solemly for a nonent. Looking around
at each ot her.

Phillip breaks the silence while wi ping away a tear.

PH LLI P
Ok sweetie, put Harry in the ground.

Savanna pl aces a sl obbery Harry in the box and the box gently
in the hole. Phillip covers it with dirt.

Savanna wal ks back toward the house. Brenda and Phillip put
their arnms around each other, |looking at Harry's little
grave.

PHI LLI P
Til we end up |ike Harry.

BRENDA
Til we end up like Harry.



CUT TO BLACK



