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FADE | N

INT. QU NN HOVE/ G RLS' ROOM - NI GHT

AUBREY (2) is in the arms of PENNY (12), head on her big
sister's shoul der, eyes closed, face content.

Aubrey is round-faced, cherubic, dark-haired. Penny is nore
fair, skinny arms, an old soul behind her eyes.

Penny sl owdances in a small circle, holds her sister close,

sings Bobby Helns's "My Special Angel” in a |ovely voice.
PENNY
You are mny special angel...sent from

up above...the lord smled down on
nme...and sent an angel to |ove...

Penny gl ances at the open bedroom door, closes it.

I NT. QUI NN HOVE/ HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS / NI GHT

The girls' bedroomdoor is in the mddle of a short hallway.
At the end of the hall is the master bedroom in which MOM
(early 40's) yells at DAD (early 50's) MOS while Penny sings.

PENNY (O S.)
You are mny special angel...right
from par adi se. .

Mom gestures wildly, screams angrily. Dad renains cal m
PENNY (O S.)
I know that you' re an angel...heaven
IS in your eyes...
I NT. QUINN KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Aubrey sits in a high chair, eats oatneal. Penny hel ps her
with the spoon, her own breakfast in front of her.

Mom cl eans up at the sink. She glances behind her at Penny.

MOM
Your breakfast is getting cold.

Penny catches sone oatneal running down Aubrey's chin.

PENNY
I know.

MOM
Are you gonna eat it?



Penny smles at Aubrey, who mirrors the smle back at her.

PENNY
Yes nom |'mgonna eat it.

Penny continues feeding Aubrey as Momturns off the water,
dries her hands, and SMACKS Penny in the back of the head.

PENNY
Oow

MOM
You wat ch your nouth, Penel ope!

PENNY
Sorry!

Momreturns to the sink, resunes cleaning.

MOM
And stop being such a worthless little
shit. How far do you think you'l
get inlife with that attitude?

Penny shrinks in her seat, tries to focus on Aubrey.

MOM
No man is ever gonna want you if you
tal k back all the tine.

PENNY
I"msorry, nom | know you wor ked
hard to nake breakfast.

Mom shakes an angry finger at Penny, her hands wet.

MOM
I's that sarcasm young | ady?!

Penny blinks as drops of water hit her in the face.

PENNY
No, | mean it. Really.

Penny risks | ooking up at her nother. Mom gl ares down at
her, then regards the rest of the dishes.

MOM
I"msick of this ness. Finish it
| ater when your sister takes a nap

PENNY
kay.

Mom | eans back agai nst the counter, dries her hands.



MOM
[f I"mstuck with you all w nter
break, you might as well make yourself
useful . For a change.

Dad wal ks in, wears a suit and tie, carries a briefcase.

DAD
Ckay, I'moff to work. Have a good
day, [ adies.

He ki sses Aubrey on the head, who | ooks up at himcheerfully.

DAD
Bye, pengui n.

He noves around the table to Penny, reaches out to caress
her head, but she junps up and waps her arms around him

PENNY
Bye, daddy! | |ove you

She holds himtight. Momsees this, frowns in disapproval.

DAD
I love you too. You're ny |lucky Penny!

Penny lets go and sits again, happily digs into her breakfast.

Dad gives Mom a qui ck peck on the Iips. She pulls himclose
and ki sses him passionately, even grabs his butt.

He pul | s back, but she still holds himclose.

DAD
Easy, honey, the girls are right here!

She pulls himcloser again, speaks softly in his ear.

MOM
| just get so wet seeing you al
dressed up like this.

Penny rolls her eyes so her nomcan't see, nmakes faces at
Aubrey. Aubrey | aughs.

DAD
| gotta go, hon. See you tonight.

Mom |l ets himgo as he steps away and wal ks out.

DAD (O S.)
Bye everyone!

PENNY
Bye daddy!



Mom stands silently as the door closes, and Dad is gone.
Penny takes a big bite of her food, serves Aubrey a spoonful.

MOM
' m going back to bed. Try to keep
t hi ngs qui et around here.

PENNY
kay.
Mom | eaves the room
MOM (O S.)
And don't make such a fucking ness

this tine!
The girls pause and | ook at each other, reacting to the harsh
tone. Then Penny nmakes a goofy face, and Aubrey |oves it.
EXT. QUI NN HOVE - DAY
An overcast winter day, clear air, little snow on the ground.

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. QU NN HOVE - N GHT

The streetlights are on, and a light snow falls.

INT. G RLS ROOM - N GHT

Penny stands over Aubrey, asleep in her crib. She watches
and listens to the little girl's calm steady breathing.

Aubrey clutches a stuffed animal, a plush penguin col ored
orange and purpl e.

Mom appears in the bedroom doorway - made up, dressed up
sexed up. She strikes a pose.

MOM

How do | | ook?
PENNY

Www Mm you | ook amazing.
MOM

Damm right | do.

She wal ks away. Penny runs to the door.



I NT. QUI NN LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS / NI GHT

Penny watches from her door as Mom sashays down the hall to
the living room

Dad sits in his easy chair, reading a book. Mom gets close
to him rubs his face into her chest and tousles his hair.

MOM
Have a good night, | over!

Mom goes out the front door as Dad straightens his hair,
smling. Penny ventures down the hall.

A sparsely decorated Christnmas tree stands in the corner of
the living room lights blinking slowy.

Dad wears a thick hand-knit sweater, |ooks very cozy in his
chair as he reads. Penny approaches him

PENNY

How come you're not going with nonf
DAD

She's having fun with her girlfriends

t oni ght .

He puts down his book, pulls her in with a one-arnmed hug,
trapping her in the crook of his el bow

DAD
| thought you went to bed.

PENNY
| put Aubrey down, but |I'mnot tired.

He pats his leg, inviting her to sit. She does, sitting
si deways, puts her arns around his neck.

DAD
You take good care of her, Penny.
I"mreally proud of you.

PENNY
I wsh | didn't have to go back to
school so soon.

DAD

Way not? Don't you like school ?
PENNY

Yeah, but...l |ike being honme with

Aubr ey, too.



DAD
O course you do! You're the best
bi g sister ever.
There is a hint of sadness in Penny's otherwi se smling face.
DAD
One day, when you're all grown up,
and your nomand | aren't around
anynore, you'll still be her big
sister. Forever and ever.
He runs his fingers through Penny's hair.

DAD
And you'll always be nmy pretty Penny.

He ki sses her forehead.

DAD
Al right. Tinme for bed.

Penny hops off as he leans forward to stand.

PENNY
Goodni ght, Daddy.

She scanpers down the hall to her room

Once Dad is on his feet, he has to take a nonent to steady
hinmself - hand to his chest, one |ong deep breath.

INT. GRLS ROOM - N GHT

Penny wears an ankl e-1ength ni ghtgown, checks on Aubrey who
sl eeps happily, still clutching the penguin.

Penny switches off the light, gets into bed.

INT. GRLS ROOM - MORN NG
Penny sl eeps soundly.

MOM (O S.)
Penel ope!

Penny wakes with a start, tries to focus.

Mom st ands next to Penny's bed, still dressed up but
di shevel ed - and still somewhat drunk from her night out.
MOM

Keep your sister quiet so | can sleep.
| don't wanna hear any shit from you
today, got it?



PENNY
kay.

Penny rubs her eyes and yawns as Mom shuffles out.

Penny approaches the crib, sees Aubrey happily sitting there
in her pajamas, playing with the stuffed penguin.

Wien Aubrey sees Penny she stands up, makes happy sounds.

PENNY
Hey there, sis!

Penny gives Aubrey multiple tiny kisses on her neck. Aubrey
scrunches up her shoulders fromthe tickling.

PENNY
| gotta pee, I'Il be right back!

Aubrey giggles as Penny | eaves the room

| NT. BATHROOM - MORNI NG
Penny sits on the toilet, nightgown pulled up.

A horrified SCREAM from Mom cuts into the silence. Penny
tenses up, | ooks frightened.

MOM ( Q. S.)
No, NO !!

Penny hops off the toilet.
PENNY
Mon??2?
I NT. MASTER BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Penny enters to find Momcrying hysterically, kneeling on
t he bed, furiously shaking Dad, who |ies notionless.

PENNY
Mom what's w ong?

Mom smacks her husband's |ifel ess face, pounds his chest.

MOM
Wake up, WAKE UP!!

Penny starts crying.

PENNY
Stop it!!

Penny noves to the side of the bed, takes her father's hand.



PENNY
Daddy?

She drops the heavy linb in horror, recoils.

Mom buries her face in Dad' s shoul der, weeps uncontroll ably.
Penny wrings her hands in her nightgown, |ooks at her father.

Mom stunbl es off the bed, falls to the fl oor.
MOM
| can't do this, no no no no, | can't,
| can't...
Penny goes to her nother, |ooking for confort. Mom pushes
her away and gets to her feet.
INT. GRLS ROOM - CONTINUQUS / MORNI NG

Aubrey stands at the wall of her crib, plays with the penguin,
makes noi ses for it.

She conpletely ignores the painful cries and noans from
el sewhere in the house.

PENNY (O. S.)
Mommy, what do we do?

Mom continues to wail as Penny cries, and Aubrey plays.

PENNY (O.S.)
Mommy, pl ease. .

Mom screans again, a horrible sound of pure anguish

PENNY (O.S.)
BLAM ! Aubrey flinches at the sound of the gunshot, dropping
her penguin outside the crib.

Deathly silence hangs in the air a nonent, then Aubrey forgets
all about it, reaches toward her penguin a few feet bel ow

Penny enters, drops of blood spattered on her face and
ni ghtgown. She is in shock, her face bl ank.

Aubrey reaches to Penny, wanting to be picked up.

Penny lifts Aubrey out of the crib, quickly but calmy turns
away and carries her little sister out the door.

Aubrey babbles for her penguin, still reaching for it, left
behi nd on the floor.



EXT. QUI NN HOVE/ SUBURBAN STREET - MOMENTS LATER / MORNI NG

Penny carries Aubrey out the front door, |eaves it open as
she wal ks briskly down the sidewal k through falling snow

Though Penny is barefoot and wears only a ni ghtgown, she
doesn't shiver. She stares ahead, a faraway | ook in her eyes.

Aubrey | eans over Penny's shoul der, crying and scream ng.

The snow falls thick and heavy, covers everything in white.

EXT. AMPH THEATER - DAY
Mortar boards fall fromthe sky on a fine summer day.

New gr aduat es cheer, congratul ate each other, exchange hugs.

EXT. AMPH THEATER LAWN - LATER / DAY

AUBREY (22) shakes hands with a PROFESSOR. Aubrey has grown
into a svelte young wonan with the sanme dark hair.

JENNI FER (O S.)
Aubrey! !l

Aubrey sees super-excited fell ow graduate JENNI FER boundi ng
her way. The professor departs.

Jenni fer | eaps on Aubrey and gives her a big hug. Aubrey is
clearly unconfortable, but puts up with it as best she can.

JENNI FER
| thought Keith was gonna be here.

AUBREY
He wanted to be, he's out of town.

JENNI FER
You guys set a date?

AUBREY
Um ..not yet. Next sunmer, probably.

Aubrey sees BOB and JOANNA GRUZEWSKI (50's) approachi ng.

AUBREY
There's nmy nom and dad.

Jenni fer gives Aubrey another quick hug. Aubrey cringes.

JENNI FER
See you soon! Bye Aub!



10.

Jenni fer bounces away.

AUBREY
Bye Jen.

Aubrey's parents reach her.

AUBREY
Pl ease tell me you're ready to go.

I NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

AUBREY
Auughh! 1'mso glad that's over wth.

Aubrey sits on one side of a booth, parents on the other.
Bob eats, Joanna's done. Aubrey picks at her fries.

JOANNA
When do you start work?

AUBREY
Next Monday. |'ve got a whol e week
to do absol utely nothing.

JOANNA
Maybe instead of nothing you could
do sonet hi ng productive?

AUBREY
Mom -- | have a job lined up, in ny
field, and I'mlucky to have it. The
market's flooded with recent college
graduates right now Tell her, dad.

BOB
It's fl ooded, dear.

Joanna i gnores her husband.

JOANNA

That job's beneath you, Aubrey.
AUBREY

It's entry level, Mom It's beneath

everyone.
Bob chuckl es, which Aubrey appreci ates.
AUBREY
A week is nothing. Modst of mnmy friends
are taking the whole sumer off. You
shoul d be proud of ne.

Aubrey drags a fry back and forth through a blob of nustard.



11.

BOB

W are proud of you, sweetheart.
AUBREY

Thanks, dad.
JOANNA

I just want the best for you, honey.

AUBREY
I know, Mom | know.

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Aubrey waves to her parents as they drive away, clinbs the
steps to the front door of her apartnent buil ding.

Aubrey stops as she notices PENNY (32) on the front stoop,
sitting on a |large suitcase, eyes hidden behind sungl asses.

Penny is somewhat thin with a small franme, weathered by the
intervening years but still strong and confident.

Penny hasn't noved or seened to notice Aubrey.

AUBREY
Can | hel p you?

Penny stirs as if waking, renoves her sungl asses, takes a
nonent to focus. Wien she sees Aubrey, she hops to her feet.

PENNY
Aubr ey?

AUBREY
Yes. ..

Penny junps up and down, screans in utter joy and delight.

PENNY
Oh wowit's really you!! Look at
you, you're a woman!!

Penny reaches for Aubrey's hands while junping up and down,
but Aubrey pulls away. Penny quickly noves in close for a
tight hug, fromwhich Aubrey recoils, then pushes Penny off.

AUBREY
Hey! Cal mdown! Al right? Cal m down.
Penny stops bouncing, still excited, cries a few happy tears.
PENNY
I knew it was you, | just knewit,

as soon as | saw you | said that's
her, that's my Aubrey!!



12.

AUBREY
Listen, lady -- | don't know you.
Penny pulls back a bit, but still joyously exuberant.
PENNY

Oh, you don't renenber nme. It's okay,

you were so young.

The two of them | ook at each
and wary, Penny overjoyed an

PENNY

ot her a nonment: Aubrey bl ank
d bounci ng.

' myour big sister! Penny!

AUBREY

(beat)

| don't have a sister

PENNY
Yes, you do! Me!
(1 aughs)
| can't believe it

"s really you

AUBREY
Penny? Penny -- this isn't funny,
and you need to | eave. Please, just
t ake your suitcase and go.

Penny sits on her suitcase,

PENNY
You were born Aubr

fol ds her hands, speaks plainly.

ey Quinn on June

4t h, 1999. Parents Janes and Stephanie
Qui nn, died Decenber 2000. Pl aced
into foster care with Robert and

Joanna G uzewski i

n January 2001,

eventual |y adopted and renaned Aubrey
El i zabeth G uzewski .

Aubrey stares down at Penny,

PENNY
Ch shit!

The sudden out burst nmakes Au

PENNY
You knew you were
Tell me | didn't j
on that one!

brow furrowed i n confusion.

brey flinch.

adopted, right?
ust crack the egg

AUBREY

Yes, | knew.

Penny sighs, relieved. Aubre

y crosses her arns.



AUBREY
How do you know ny name was Qui nn?
Those records are seal ed, nobody
knows that. Just ne and ny parents.

PENNY
Because | was there when you were
born. I'myour sister.

Aubrey doesn't nove. Penny stands, extends her armto shake
hands, being businesslike instead of a bouncing mani ac.

PENNY
Penel ope Isabel Quinn. Nice to see
you agai n.
Aubrey shakes hands, still wary.
PENNY
You don't believe ne, do you?
AUBREY
Wiy woul d |72
PENNY
Ckay then. I'Il show you ny ID.

Penny digs a wallet out of the suitcase, hands Aubrey a
Col orado driver's |license. Aubrey inspects it.

AUBREY
This is expired.

She hands it back. Penny repacks her itens.

PENNY
What are you, a cop? | don't even
have a car

AUBREY

If we have the sane bi ol ogi cal
parents, why are you from Col orado?

PENNY
I"mnot fromCol orado, | just |ived
there for a while. Now |'m back.

Penny opens her arnms as if ready for a hug.

PENNY
So do you believe ne?

AUBREY
Quinn is not an uncomon nane. |t
doesn't nmean we're rel ated.

13.



14.

PENNY
Then how do you think I know it was
your nane?

AUBREY
Any nunber of reasons! Not the |east
of which is that you could be sone
crazy stalker identity thief.

PENNY
Vll I"'mnot. |I'myour sister.

AUBREY
You keep saying that, but you have
no proof. And I don't have a sister!

PENNY
I"mnot carrying around a portable
DNA kit, no. But | can prove it.

AUBREY
No, you can | eave now.

Aubrey snags the handl e of Penny's suitcase and drags it
down the steps. Penny nmakes no nove to stop her.

Aubrey drops the bag on the sidewal k, gestures to it angrily
as an indication for Penny to join it.

PENNY
Call your folks. Ask 'em

Aubrey scoffs, stands her ground.

I NT. AUBREY' S CAR - MOMENTS LATER / DAY

Aubrey sits in the driver's seat in the parked car, cel
phone to her ear. She glances at Penny on the sidewal k,
sitting on her suitcase in front of the apartment buil ding.

AUBREY
Hey Dad. | gotta ask you sonet hi ng.
I know you're not honme yet, this is
inmportant. There's a wonman here at
ny apartnent...no, she was on the
front porch. Just listen for a second.
Her name is...

She consults Penny's I.D. in her other hand.

AUBREY
Penel ope Isabel Quinn. | don't know
what her deal is, but she knows ny
name used to be Quinn, and she says
she's ny ol der sister.



15.

She listens for a nonent, glances at Penny sitting calmy.

AUBREY
She's just sitting there. Wth a
sui t case.
(beat)
What ? No, are you ki ddi ng?
(beat)
Dad, |'mnot...

She turns to |l ook directly at Penny, who waves cheerful ly.

I NT. AUBREY'S CAR - AFTERNOON

Aubrey drives on the expressway, Penny in the passenger seat,
suitcase in the back. Penny | ooks at Aubrey with | ove.

PENNY
You' ve grown up so beautiful, Aubrey.

She pats Aubrey gently on the shoul der.

AUBREY
Pl ease don't touch nme while I'm
driving.

Penny fol ds her hands together.

PENNY
What' d your fol ks say?

AUBREY
W' re going to | ook through ny
adoption files.

PENNY
They didn't say "You have an ol der
sister we never told you about"?

AUBREY
Nope.
PENNY
It's all right. You'll see.
AUBREY
Li sten, Penelope -- I'"monly doing
this to prove you wong. | do not

have a sister. You' re nobody to ne.
Penny | ooks out her wi ndow at a car passing them
PENNY

I"mgoing to pretend it doesn't hurt
to hear you say that.



16.

Aubrey grips the wheel tighter, speeds up slightly.

I NT. GRUZEWSKI FRONT DOOR - AFTERNOON
Aubrey enters the suburban hone with her key. Penny foll ows.

AUBREY
We're herel

As Aubrey | ocks the door, Penny sees the ol der couple
approaching fromthe adjacent |iving room

JOANNA
Hel | o!

Joanna reaches out to shake hands as she approaches Penny.

JOANNA
You nust be Penel ope!

Penny bypasses Joanna's hand and goes straight for a hug.

PENNY
Cal |l me Penny.

Joanna is surprised, but readily hugs back.

JOANNA
"' mJoanna. My husband Bob.

Penny happily hugs him He's perfectly confortable with it.
Aubrey waits inpatiently through all this.

PENNY
I"mso happy to neet you bot h.

AUBREY
(to her parents)
So what'd you find?
I NT. GRUZEWSBKI LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Papers, folders, and assorted official docunents are spread
out on the coffee table.

Penny sits in a chair, Aubrey on the |Iong couch, parents
together on the | oveseat. They all | ean over the table.

Bob hol ds one of the papers, reads fromit.
BOB
Here it is. One sibling, Penel ope
| sabel Quinn, age twelve.

Penny smles at Aubrey as if to say "See? Proof."



17.

AUBREY
Anyone can change their nane.

Bob continues reading silently. Joanna finds a photo, holds
it gently as if it were fragile.

JOANNA
Ch, |l ook at this.

Aubrey gazes at the photo of her two-year-old self, held by
a woman whose face isn't shown. Penny |eans over to see.

PENNY
Aww, you | ook so sad!

Aubrey frowns.

PENNY
(to Joanna)
I's that you hol ding her?

JOANNA
No, | think it was Aubrey's soci al
wor ker .
BOB
(reads)
Unabl e to be placed in standard foster
servi ces.
(to Penny)

What does that nean?

PENNY
I's that about ne?

Bob nods.

PENNY
It neans ny parents had just died and
they wouldn't let ne see ny sister,
so |l got alittle upset...then they
mar ked me down as a troubl e case.

JOANNA
Ch, how awf ul .

AUBREY
Way woul dn't they |let you?

Aubrey's tone is harsh. Penny's remains even.
PENNY

| was traumatized, Aubrey. | was
only twelve.



AUBREY
But what happened, did you attack
sonebody? Were they afraid you'd
hurt me or sonet hi ng?

PENNY
No, because | wouldn't.

AUBREY
Maybe they thought you woul d.

PENNY
| don't know what they thought.

Aubrey takes the document out of her dad's hands.

JQOANNA
Aubrey, don't be rude.

Aubrey reads silently, then sets the paper down.

AUBREY
It doesn't say anything el se useful.
(to Penny)

So what happened? You went your way,
| went mne, and now here we are.
Toget her agai n.

Aubrey taps her foot against the table |eg.

PENNY
You still don't believe any of this,
do you?

AUBREY
If these files say | had a sister
twenty years ago, | suppose | have

to accept that, but I see no reason
to believe it's you. You could be
some random crazy woman who showed
up on my porch

BOB
Aubrey, that's not nice.

AUBREY
I"msorry, but this is all just a
l[ittle strange to ne! Wiy didn't you
ever tell ne any of this before?

BOB
The soci al worker never nentioned a
sister. We just didn't realize it.

AUBREY
It'"s right there in the files, dad.



19.
Aubrey angrily taps the papers with a pair of fingertips.

BOB
Aubrey, once you were old enough for
us to tell you you were adopted, we
hadn't seen these papers for years.
W just forgot.

AUBREY
Oh, okay, well, ny life's conpletely
di f ferent now because you just forgot.
That's great, thank you so nuch!

JOANNA
Aubrey Elizabeth, you drop that
attitude this instant.

Aubrey clams up, sul ki ng.

JOANNA
Regar dl ess of how all this happened,
we have a guest. And you will not be
di srespectful .

Penny smles awkwardly. Aubrey refuses to | ook at anyone.

PENNY
| have a picture of us.

She digs in her wallet and |ocates an old photo from an
instant canmera, hands it to Aubrey.

It's an i mage of young Aubrey in young Penny's lap, sitting
on the carpet in front of the Christmas tree.

PENNY
This is actually the | ast photo we
t ook together.

Aubrey shows it to her parents, who gush over it.

AUBREY
How do we know that's you?

PENNY
Doesn't it ook |ike nme?

She smles wide like in the photo.

JOANNA
She has this beauty mark. See?

Aubrey sees the spot on Penny's face, inspects the inmage.

AUBREY
That could be a snmudge on the film



20.

BOB
It's a Pol aroid.
AUBREY
That's still film
PENNY
It isn'"t a snudge. That's nme. | really

am your sister
Aubrey and Penny | ook each other in the eye for a | ong nonent.

AUBREY
We're getting a DNA test.

Penny can't help but be a little hurt, tries to hide it.

JQOANNA
Penny, do you have any other fam|y?

PENNY
Nope. Dad's brother died in the arny
when he was still a kid, and nom was
an only child. Her parents died before
Aubrey was born, | barely renmenber
them And if there's anyone el se out
there, | never knew about 'em

Bob reads anot her docunent.

BOB
| always wondered about that.

JOANNA
About what, dear?

BOB
Aubrey didn't have a m ddl e nane.
(to Penny)
Wiy is that?

PENNY
I was naned |sabel after ny
grandnot her, ny dad's nom And ny
not her hated her. So when Aubrey was
born, Mominsisted: no mddl e nane.

She turns to Aubrey, happy and proud.

PENNY
You got one now t hough, don'tcha?

Aubrey smles awkwardly, forcing it.

BOB
So Penny, where do you live?



21.

PENNY
Vell, I"'mkind of in between places
right now. | had to cash out of a
couple things just to get here.

AUBREY
You showed up on ny doorstep expecting
to stay with me?

PENNY
Only if you want to. If not, | can
find somewhere el se

AUBREY
Good, because ny fiancée's out of
town, and | wouldn't want to--

Penny interrupts with an expl osion of joy.

PENNY
You' re engaged?! ?!

She junps over to the couch, hugs Aubrey |ike crazy.

PENNY
My baby sister's getting married!!

Aubrey cringes fromthis onslaught. Bob and Joanna | ove it.

JOANNA
"Il tell you what -- why don't you
both stay here tonight, and we'l|l
sort out the rest tonorrow

PENNY

Real | y?!
BOB

Sure. W're your famly now.
PENNY

Thank you so nmuch, you are so

wonder f ul !
Penny gives each parent quick hugs. Aubrey has no enthusiasm
Penny pulls Aubrey's arm drags her toward the front door.
PENNY
Let's go get ny suitcase!
I NT. AUBREY'S ROOM - NI GHT

Penny zips up her suitcase. Aubrey sits on the edge of the
gueen bed, texts on her phone. Both are dressed for bed.



22.

AUBREY
You know, I'Ill gladly set up the
pul | -out couch for you

PENNY
I like being with you.

Aubrey sets her phone on the nightstand, flinches as Penny
| eaps past her to land on the far side of the bed.

PENNY
| can't wait to neet your fiancée!

Penny sits with | egs folded under her, a bundle of energy.

PENNY
Tell me everything about him

She pats Aubrey's |leg. Aubrey pulls her |legs onto the bed,
pushes herself back to sit just out of reach of Penny.

AUBREY
Ckay, um..we met at school, two
years ago. He was a business ngjor.

PENNY
What's his nane?

AUBREY
Kei t h.

PENNY
s he cute?

AUBREY

| don't feel confortable talking
about himlike that.

PENNY
Ckay. No big deal
Aubrey turns off the light, lies down facing away from Penny.
AUBREY
Goodni ght .

Penny |ies down, keeps her head propped up with her hand.

PENNY
So why' d they nanme you Elizabeth?

AUBREY
I"ve had a really long day. Can we
go over all this stuff tonorrow?



Sure. | nean,
nane before,

23.

PENNY
you never had a mddle
and | haven't seen you

in twenty years, but...

AUBREY

(si ghs)

A long tine ago, ny parents had a

bi ol ogi cal daughter, a little girl
nanmed Elizabeth. She di ed when she
was two, sonme kind of rare blood

di sorder. They tried to get pregnant
agai n, but my nom devel oped this
infection and had a parti al

hyst er ect ony,

S0O...Nno nore babi es.

PENNY
That's so sad.

AUBREY
They signed up for foster care, and
| was the first kid they got. | was

about their daughter's age when she
died, so | guess | rem nded them of
her. They deci ded to adopt ne and
pul I out of the program

Penny sheds a few happy tears, w pes them away sl owy.

AUBREY
Don't say anything about this in
front of them okay? They get

enoti onal .

You have no i

PENNY
dea how glad I amto

know you' ve been | oved and cared for
all these years. That's the one thing

| held on to,

that I had to find you

and make sure you were okay. And now
that | know you are...l'mjust so
happy. You' ve nade ne happy, Aubrey.

Thank you.

Penny ki sses Aubrey's head. Aubrey scrunches up her face.

Goodni ght, si

PENNY
S.

Penny lies flat, relaxes. Aubrey stares at the ceiling.

I NT. AUBREY' S ROOM - LATER / N GHT

Penny is in deep sleep,
wi de awake, and doesn't

lies very close to Aubrey -- who is
appear to have even noved.
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Aubrey glances at Penny, quietly slips out of bed.

I NT. CGRUZEWSKI LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Aubrey lies on the couch, the TV on, the volune |ow She
wat ches a show about m streated pets taken in by new famlies.

I NT. GRUZEWSKI LI VI NG ROOM - MORNI NG
BI NG BONG ! Aubrey jolts awake at the sound of the doorbell.

The TV is on, a show about training dogs. She turns it off,
shuffles to the door, barely conscious, hair tw sted up.

Aubrey checks the peephol e, happily opens the door.

KEI TH (23) smles when he sees her. Keith is a nice-|ooking
fellow pleasant, with an easy smle. He notices her bedhead.

KElI TH
Hi ya sugar. Love the hair.

Aubrey feels her crazy hair as he steps in, then hugs him

AUBREY
I mssed you.

Aubrey holds himto her, for a long yet confortable tine.

I NT. CGRUZEWSKI KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

The five of themsit down to breakfast. Aubrey remains
di shevel ed, the others are showered and dressed.

KElI TH
(to Penny)
So how amazing is it to see her again
after all this tinme?

PENNY
It's so wonderful! | can't even
describe it.

She smles at Aubrey, who is focused on cutting her pancakes.

KEI TH
How you feelin' Aub?

Aubrey doesn't | ook up.

AUBREY
Tired.



JOANNA
Honey, why don't you eat sonething?

Aubrey hal f-heartedly takes a bite.
JOANNA

You' d have nore options if you start
eating neat again. O eggs.

AUBREY
This is fine. I'"mjust not hungry.
PENNY
(to Keith)
She still won't eat eggs? At all?
KElI TH

Nope. Not hard-boiled, french toast,
nothin'. Wn't touch it.

AUBREY
Must we tal k about nme like |I'm not
her e?

PENNY

(to Aubrey)
Wanna know why you don't eat eggs?

Aubrey frowns.

AUBREY
Sur e.

Aubrey keeps her eyes on her plate, so Penny addresses
everyone el se, all of whom pay rapt attention.

PENNY

Thi s one day when Aubrey was a baby,
I was feeding her scranbled eggs,
and she really liked "em So | kept
feeding her, but | wasn't really
payi ng attention to how nuch, you
know? | figured she'd stop asking
for nore when she got full. Then al
of a sudden, outta nowhere: BLEHH

Penny m nes baby Aubrey puking.

PENNY
Al'l over the table. And | nean all
over, it was everywhere. It was |ike
she threw up her own body wei ght.

Aubrey puts down her fork with a bite of pancake on it.

PENNY
After that...never took another bite.



Penny smles at Aubrey. Aubrey fakes one back.

JOANNA
We used to think she was allergic.

PENNY
Can that happen?

JOANNA
Oh sure, people can be allergic to
anything. | have a friend who'll die
if she eats pork

That conversation continues in the background as Keith and

Aubrey speak to each other in hushed tones.

KEI TH
Your folks said you're not sure you're
okay having her stay with us.

AUBREY
Oh no, I"'msure. | amdefinitely not
okay with it.

KEI TH

She doesn't seemto have anywhere
el se to go. And we've got that second
bedr oom

Aubr ey sighs heavily.

AUBREY
For how | ong?

KElI TH
A DNA test takes about a week.

Aubrey | ooks at Penny excitedly talking to her parents.

I NT. AUBREY'S CAR - DAY

Keith drives, Penny next to him Aubrey lies in the back
with her eyes cl osed.

Penny gl ances back at Aubrey, smles.

PENNY
How s she doing with all this?

KEI TH
Umm ..she's all right. Doesn't quite
know what to make of it yet. Kind of
a shock, you know?

PENNY
Yeah.

26.



Aubrey opens her eyes, listens to the conversation.

Aubrey roll

Penny | ooks out the window at the cars passing them by.

KEI TH
She doesn't do well wth mgjor
di sruptions in her life.

PENNY
Who does?

s her eyes.

PENNY
You know, | spent so many years
dreadi ng that she was goi ng through
what | went through...living in foster
hones, trying to survive. But now
that | know she's been | oved and
cared for, every day of her life?
Al'l that dread just disappeared.

PENNY
Still...l do wish she could renenber
me. At |east in sonme small way.

Aubrey cl oses her eyes again.

| NT. APARTMENT/ PENNY' S BEDROOM - DAY

27.

Aubrey, Keith & Penny shuffle about anbng a bare mattress &

box spring, an old desk, many boxes, various unused itens.

Penny taps

Penny starts to open the box,

carries it

KElI TH
It isn"t nuch, but it's all yours.

PENNY
Are you kidding? This is a pal ace
conpared to sone of the places |'ve
st ayed.

a box marked PENGUI NS, beans at Aubrey.
AUBREY
Yeah, | used to collect 'em

toward the door.

AUBREY
It's just a bunch of figurines,
cal endars, stickers, | don't
know. .. anything with penguins on it.
Seens silly to keep it all, but...lI
can't bring nyself to throw it away.

but Aubrey picks it up and



28.
Aubrey takes the box out of the room and out of sight.

KEI TH
She used to have all of it out. It
was |i ke penguin central.

AUBREY (0OS.)
It was not!

Keith nout hs "Everywhere" to Penny and splays his fingers.
Penny stifles a giggle.

Aubrey returns, flips the Iid on an unmarked box and digs
through to see what's in it.

PENNY
That rem nds nme. Aubrey, | have
sonet hing for you
Penny unzi ps her suitcase, digs around in it. Aubrey watches.

Penny pulls out the old orange and purple plush penguin,
young Aubrey's favorite toy, and hands it to her.

AUBREY
Was this mne?
PENNY
It is yours. You just lost it for a

whi | e.

Aubrey | ooks over the stuffed animal, checks it out.

AUBREY
You saved this for ne? Al these
years?

PENNY

O course, it was your favorite. W
had to | eave it behind when we...when
we |left, but I was able to go back

| ater and get a few things.

Aubrey hol ds the penguin to her face, snells it. Smles.

PENNY
Does it seemfamliar?

AUBREY
Ki nd of. Yeah.

KEl TH
Al'l right, what do you say we get
started on this ness?

They all start noving boxes and things out of the room



| NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Keith and Aubrey |ay side by side in bed.

KElI TH
["1l pick up that DNA kit tonorrow.

AUBREY
I'"'mnot sure | can wait a whol e week.

KEI TH
I"Il bribe "emfor a rush job.

29.

A nmonment of silence passes. Aubrey turns to face him

AUBREY
Where do you think she's been al
this time?

KEI TH
Don't know. Sounds like she's had a
rough life.

AUBREY
Still...if she was so worri ed about

me, why wait until now to find nme?
Kei th yawns.

AUBREY
Way now, when she's broke, has nowhere
to live, no job, no car...no friends?
Ki nda suspi ci ous, don't you think?

KElI TH
No.

AUBREY
Oh, what do you know...you see the
good in everybody.

KEI TH
Yeah, | do. Marrying you, aren't 17

AUBREY
Shut up.

Keith chuckl es. Aubrey puts her hand on his shoul der.

They lie confortably for a nonment, and in the silence, hear

Penny crying softly in the other room
Aubrey picks up her head, |ooks Keith in the eyes,

AUBREY
Do you think she heard ne?

concer ned.
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KElI TH
No, she didn't hear you.

AUBREY
Should | go talk to her?

KElI TH
VWait until tonorrow.

After a nmoment, Aubrey puts her head down, snuggles closer
to Keith, shuts her eyes.

AUBREY
I love you.

KEI TH
Love you too.

They hol d each other silently, hearing Penny's nuted cries.

I NT. PENNY' S BEDROOM - DAY

Penny sl eeps, sprawl ed on the covers, wears a bra and boxers.
The roomis nostly cleared out and reorganized.

Aubrey, dressed, peeks in the half-open door. Penny stirs.
Aubrey enters, steps lightly, carries a steam ng nug.

PENNY
Hey. ..

AUBREY
Hel | o.

Aubrey sits on the edge of the bed as Penny fights her way
into the waking world. It's a struggle.

PENNY
Ohhhh, it's too early...

AUBREY
It's after one.

PENNY
Real | y?

AUBREY

Yeah. But | figured I'd let you sl eep.
Penny sees the mug in Aubrey's hands.

PENNY
Is that for nme?

Penny sits up, stretches.
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AUBREY
Uh, sure. If you want it. | drink
coffee all day, so, it's always fresh

PENNY
VWhat's in it?

AUBREY
This? It's black, | didn't knowif...

Penny rubs her eyes.

PENNY
Can you do ne a favor, hon, put in
four packets of sugar and a handf ul
of ice cubes? Stir it up for nme?

AUBREY
Ckay. Sure.

Aubrey stands, heads for the door, turns back.
AUBREY

Umm ..we don't have packets, so
l'i ke, a spoonful ?

PENNY
Yeah. The little spoon.
AUBREY
kay.
Aubrey exits. Penny puts her feet on the floor, lightly slaps

her cheeks and rubs her face.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Aubrey measures out four precise spoonfuls of sugar, stirs
themin, adds ice to a bigger mug, pours in the coffee.

Penny enters, still partially undressed. She takes the nug
as Aubrey offers it, tries a sip.

PENNY
Mmm . . perfect.

She sm|es at Aubrey. Aubrey pours another cup of coffee for
hersel f, | ooks rather perturbed.

AUBREY
Do you al ways wal k around |ike that?

PENNY
Li ke what ?
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AUBREY
I n your underwear.

PENNY
Usually | sleep naked. At least in
the sunmer. Didn't seem appropriate,
t hough, bein' a guest and all.

AUBREY
Uh- huh. When Keith's home, could you
put on a shirt? Pair of shorts, maybe?

PENNY
Keith's not here?

AUBREY
No, he's at work.

PENNY
Ch, then | can take this off.

She nmoves to unhook the bra but stops, smrking at Aubrey's
confused | ook of slight alarm

PENNY
["mjust nmessin' with ya, kiddo.

Aubrey nods, not seeing the hunor.

PENNY
Hey you're not takin' off work 'cause
of me, are you?

AUBREY
No, | don't start until next Monday.

PENNY
Oh great! So we have a whole week to
hang out together!

Aubrey nods, sips her own new nug of coffee.

PENNY
Come talk with ne while | get dressed!

Penny heads back to her room Aubrey pauses, follows her.

I NT. PENNY' S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER / DAY
Penny pull's clothes out of her suitcase.

PENNY
You know, the last time | saw you, |
didn't even have a training bra yet!
And now here you are, a grown womnan.
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Penny puts on a pair of shorts and a t-shirt.

PENNY
I'mso proud of you. I wsh I could
have been there to see you grow up.

Aubrey sits on the bed.

AUBREY
Yeah, so...what happened after they
woul dn't |l et you see ne?

Penny brushes her hair.

PENNY
I was in a bunch of different foster
honmes, then | went out on ny own.

AUBREY
Did you try to find ne?

PENNY
Yes. But | didn't know how.

Penny sets down the brush, turns to face Aubrey.

PENNY
| have nore pictures. Wanna see 'enf

AUBREY
Sur e.

Penny finds a plastic bag in her suitcase, folded many tines.
She unravels it and renoves a snmall stack of instant photos.

Aubrey | ooks through them while Penny tal ks. She takes her
time on each photo, absorbing the inages.

PENNY
| ran away fromny first foster home
and went back to our ol d house. Nobody
el se had noved in yet, so sone of
our stuff was still there. | took as
much as | could carry.

Most of the photos are of both girls, sone with just Aubrey,
nost inside the house, sonme outside in the snow

Aubrey cones across one with both girls and Mom - Mm stri ki ng
a sexy pose, Aubrey on the floor next to her. Penny's face
is obscured as she tries to place Aubrey in the same pose.

AUBREY
I's that your nother?

PENNY
Yup. That's her.
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Penny waits for Aubrey to | ook at another photo. When Aubrey
does, it's the first one she saw. She | ooks up at Penny.

AUBREY
Is this all of then®
PENNY
That's all | have. There were a couple

al bums a long tinme ago, but | don't
know what happened to them

AUBREY
So you don't have any pictures of
your father?

PENNY
Qur father.

AUBREY
Right. Sorry.

Aubrey hands the photos back to Penny. She re-waps them

PENNY
No. They're all gone.

AUBREY
Ch. Too bad.

PENNY

One of the sad things in life. You
never see the person behind the
camner a.

Penny stares at the wapped pics in her hand, lost in reverie.

AUBREY
How di d they die?

Penny mai ntains her enpty stare.

PENNY
He had a congenital heart defect.
She had...other health issues.

AUBREY
So they died around the sane tine?

Penny remains |ost in thought a nonment. Aubrey doesn't know
what to do. Penny finally |ooks at her.

PENNY
VWanna take a ride?
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EXT. SUBURBAN STREET/ FORVER QUI NN HOVE - AFTERNOON

Aubrey and Penny exit their parked car. Penny stands a nonent,
| ooks at her old house across the street. Aubrey waits.

PENNY
It |ooks exactly the sanme. Yet
sonehow, conpletely different.

AUBREY
You sure you want to do this?

PENNY
Yeah. Cone on.

They wal k to the house, notice kids playing in the
nei ghbor hood, the fun and happy environment around them

As they approach the front door, JIMW (8) calls to them

JIMW (O S.)
That's ny house!

They | ook around for the source, spot the little boy sitting
up in atree in the front yard.

Aubrey rings the doorbell and stays near the door, while
Penny wal ks into the yard and | ooks up at Ji my.

PENNY

Hey cutie-pie! Watcha doin' up there?
JI MW

Not hi n' .
PENNY

How d you get so high?

JI MW
| clinbed up. Duh!

PENNY
Hey, nmy nane's not Duh! It's Penny!

JI MW
Penny? That's a weird nane.

The door opens, Jinmmy's dad TOM (late 30's) greets Aubrey.

TOM
Yes?

Aubrey is a bit flustered, hadn't expected to do the talking.
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AUBREY
H, um..we were wondering if...lI
guess this sounds a little weird,
but...l think we used to live here,
a long tinme ago, and...maybe we coul d,
| don't know, |ook around, a little?

Tom | ooks skeptical .

TOM
When did you live here?

AUBREY
Um ..about twenty years ago.

TOM
You don't | ook nore than twenty.
Were you born in the noving van?
AUBREY

No, I'mtwenty-two. And Penny, ny...ny
sister...says this was our house.

She indicates Penny, in the yard. Penny waves, super-friendly.

TOM
Ji my! \Where are ya?

Jimy dangles froma branch |ike a nonkey.

JI MW
Ri ght here!

TOM
Way don't you come down now?

JI MW
| don't wanna. You cone up

Tom chuckl es, enbarassed. Penny joins Aubrey at the door.

PENNY
W won't be long. | prom se.

Tomthinks it over. Penny's smle proves inpossible to resist.

TOM
Okay, sure. Come on in.

He steps aside so they can enter. Once they' re in he | ooks
out at Jimmy in the tree. Jimy nmakes nonkey noises at him

Tom | eaves the door open as he follows the girls inside.
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I NT. FORMER QUI NN HOVE/ LI VI NG ROOM - AFTERNOON

On one side is typical living roomfurniture, on the other
side a basic hone office.

TOM
I've been here about five years. Quy
before nme, maybe about that |ong
too. Not sure who bought it from
your fol ks back in the day.

JIMW (O S.)

Dad! Watch this!
TOM

["1l, uh...leave you | adies al one

for a bit. Let you have a | ook around.
PENNY

Don't worry, we won't steal anything

bi g.
She | aughs, fun and flirty. He smles, charned.
TOM
If you need anything, 1'll be up in
the tree.

He chuckl es at his own joke. So does Penny. Aubrey smles
politely as he exits through the front door.

They | ook around the room

PENNY
You know what's weird?
AUBREY
Hhm
PENNY

Usual | y when you see places you knew
as a kid, everything | ooks smaller.
But this house feels so big to ne.

Penny | eans back into an open corner to view the whole room

PENNY
Maybe |' m shri nki ng.

Aubrey gl ances around the room agai n.

AUBREY
How did it used to | ook?



PENNY
(points)
Dad's chair was over here, with a
little couch next toit...tv there.

She gestures to the area now taken up by the honme office.

PENNY
That was enpty, we'd play on the
carpet when we got tired of being in
our room Ooh let's go see it!

She pulls Aubrey by the armtoward their old room

I NT. FORMER QUI NN G RLS ROOM - AFTERNOON

Penny sits on the floor in the center while Aubrey | ooks
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around. The roomis redecorated to be very nuch a boy's room

PENNY
My bed was there, and your crib over
here...we had a toy chest in that
corner. It was this big plastic frog,
and the top opened up |Iike a nouth.

Penny |ies down on the floor.

PENNY
We'd clinb in there sonetines. It
was big enough we could both fit, if
| curled up just right.

She denonstrates her nethod of curling up.

PENNY
W pl ayed hide and seek with Dad,
and he'd pretend not to know where
we were. He'd wander around the house,
yelling out "Were's nmy |ucky Penny?
Wiere's ny little penguin?”

AUBREY
He call ed me penguin?

PENNY
Yeah. When you started wal ki ng you
had this cute little wobble.

Aubrey sits on Jinmmy's bed, pushes a toy aside.
PENNY
That's why he got you that stuffed
ani mal .

Penny uncurls, lies flat on her back.



PENNY
He |iked giving us silly nanmes. Mom
woul dn't | et us have any pets, so he

said you and I were his pets. | still
wanted a cat, but...Mmsaid aninmals
were filthy.

AUBREY

Hey, um..you know how you expl ai ned
why | didn't have a m ddl e nane?

Penny rolls onto her side to face Aubrey.

AUBREY
What about Aubrey? Was | naned after
someone?

Penny sm | es w de, happy.

PENNY
Nope. | gave it to you

Aubrey's eyes light up a little - this is kind of sweet.

AUBREY
You naned me?

PENNY
Dad said he didn't want nme to feel
[ eft out when you were born.

AUBREY
What did...Mm..say?

PENNY
She liked it.

39.

Penny's tone is flat, her face blank. Aubrey doesn't noti ce.

AUBREY
You think this guy would mnd if we
| ooked in the master bedroonf

Penny rolls over, sits up, but remains on the floor.

PENNY
No, go ahead.

This time Aubrey is aware how di sconnected Penny sounds.

AUBREY
You all right?

Penny doesn't answer right away.

PENNY
I"'mhungry. You ready to go?
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AUBREY
You want to | eave?

Penny nods.

AUBREY
Al right. We can go.

She reaches down to Penny to help her up. Penny takes her
hand, gets up, and hugs her, taking her by surprise.

AUBREY
Okay, easy does it.

Aubrey tries to extricate herself, but Penny holds on tight.

Penny ends the hug, then takes Aubrey's hands as she suddenly
expl odes with joy - her old bubbly self returns in an instant.

PENNY
Let's go get a pizza!

I NT. SUBURBAN Pl ZZA RESTAURANT - LATE AFTERNOON

Aubrey and Penny sit in a corner booth of the clean famly
restaurant. Each has a tall soda in a red plastic tunbler.

Penny still has that childlike glee.

PENNY
Dad used to take ne here a |lot, just
the two of us. Before you were born.

AUBREY
Mom didn't cone with?

PENNY
No. She'd hang out with her friends
when she wasn't at honme with us.

AUBREY
So, you were telling ne before how
they died around the sane tine?

Penny's glee slips away. She sips her drink.

PENNY
Yes.

AUBREY
Can you tell nme what happened?

PENNY
| told you, they were sick. They
di ed.



Penny | ooks at the pizza with utter joy,
tears come from nowhere and she bursts out crying.

Aubrey enters to find Penny at the sink,
Seei ng Aubrey, Penny cal ns down, gradually.

AUBREY
You don't have to talk about it if
you don't want to.

PENNY
What's to tal k about? They're dead.
It's just you and me now.

AUBREY
kay.

PENNY
| didn't kill them if that's what
you' re wonderi ng.

AUBREY
| wasn't thinking that! Are you okay?

They see the WAI TRESS approachi ng. Penny bri ghtens.

WAl TRESS
Here we are. Medium deep dish, half
t hree cheese, half sausage & pi neappl e.

Bot h Aubrey and the waitress | ook at Penny with concern.

After barely a second Penny slides out of the booth. She
rushes to the restroom bangs the door open as she steps in.

Aubrey watches all this, turns to the waitress.

AUBREY
You can set it down, we'll be back.

Aubrey hurries out of the booth.

I NT. RESTAURANT RESTROOM - MOMENTS LATER / LATE AFTERNOON

AUBREY
| shouldn't have brought it up.

PENNY
No, it wasn't you

Penny turns on the water, washes her face.

at first...then
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She sets the pizza on the netal stand, serves Aubrey a slice.

crying fairly hard.



PENNY

That pizza. It's what Dad and | used
to get.

Aubr ey hands Penny paper towels to dry her face.

PENNY
| was fine when we ordered it, but
when she brought it over, I...1 don't

know. It really got to ne.

Aubr ey wat ches Penny as she checks herself in the mrror.

| NT. RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER / LATE AFTERNOCON

Aubrey and Penny slide into the booth, pizza waiting. As
Penny eyes the slice on her plate, her exuberance returns.

PENNY
Sausage and pi neappl e, oh yeah!

She digs in like she hasn't eaten for days.
AUBREY
Forgive me for saying so, but that
sounds really weird.

PENNY
It's great, try sone!

AUBREY
| don't eat neat.

PENNY
Oh that's right!

Aubrey takes a bite of her three cheese.

PENNY
Wait, you don't, or you can't?

AUBREY
| stopped because | wasn't digesting
it well. | felt sick all the tine.

PENNY
Last couple years, right?

AUBREY
Uh, yeabh.

PENNY
M hmm  Sane t hi ng happened to Dad.

Aubrey bl ows on her pizza to cool it.
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AUBREY
He was vegetarian?

PENNY
Not by choice. He |iked neat, but
his body just stopped processing it
around your age. That's what he told
me, anyway. It was |ong before | was
born. So when we cane here, he'd get
the three cheese. Just |ike you.

Aubrey | ooks at her half of the pizza, smles.

| NT. APARTMENT - EVENI NG
Aubrey and Penny enter. Keith calls fromthe kitchen.

KEITH (O S.)
H ladies! If you' re hungry, |I'm
maki ng di nner!

Penny trots to the kitchen. Aubrey |ocks the front door.

I NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS / EVEN NG
Penny glides in. Keith is at the stove, and quite cheery.

PENNY
What cha got here?

KEI TH
Garlic pasta with bl ack beans and
shrinp, sone tonatoes,
peppers...Aubrey doesn't eat the
shrinp, but you' re down, right?

Aubrey enters. Keith brightens at the sight of her, then
noti ces the box of |eftover pizza in Aubrey's hand.

KElI TH
You ate already?
AUBREY
["msorry. | should' ve texted you.

She really does feel bad about it. Keith is perfectly genuine.

KEI TH
No, don't worry about it. This'|Il be
just as good tonmorrow. You shoul d
try it cold!

PENNY
Ooh, | love this guy!



Penny hugs him presses her face to his. Aubrey is a bit
t aken aback, but Keith is confortable.

PENNY
I"'mfeelin' really hyper, | gotta
clean sonethin'. You two spend a
little time together.
Penny skitters off toward her room

KEI TH
She's chi pper. What'd you do today?

Aubrey puts the pizza in the fridge.
AUBREY
W need to talKk.

I NT. KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER / EVEN NG

Aubrey sits with Keith while he eats, keeps her voice | ow.

AUBREY
I think Penny is seriously disturbed.

KEI TH
Way do you think that?

AUBREY
The woman starts crying hysterically
at the sight of a pizza! She's
bounci ng around | aughi ng one m nute,
t hen bawl i ng her eyes out the next!

Kei th nods, chew ng.

AUBREY
It's like watching a conplete nenta
br eakdown and recovery in the space
of thirty seconds.

KEI TH
You' re cute when you're judgenental

AUBREY
I"m serious! She has najor issues!

Keith stabs sone pasta and shrinp onto his fork.

AUBREY
She said when they first placed her
in foster care, she got "a little
upset." | think maybe she undersold
us on that state of m nd

44,



45.

KElI TH
Was she perhaps traumati zed by the
death of her parents? And bei ng
separated from her baby sister?

AUBREY
Yeah, and you know why or phaned
si blings get separated? When one of
t hem s dangerous.

Keith sets his fork down.

KEI TH
Aubrey. ..
AUBREY
She said it herself -- she wasn't

allowed to see me because | woul dn't
be safe with her.

KEI TH
That was twenty years ago!

AUBREY
| didn't feel safe with her today!

KElI TH
I think you' re overreacting.

AUBREY
I think she needs professional help.

KEI TH
I think she needs you.

Aubr ey sighs.

KEI TH
She adores you, Aub. You should see
t he way she | ooks at you.

AUBREY
| do see it. That's what scares ne.

KElI TH
I[t's just love. It can't hurt you.

Aubrey | ooks away fromhim takes a deep breath.

KEI TH
Al'l she wants to do is get to know
you. Find out what she m ssed.

AUBREY
She didn't mss anything. |'ve had a
normal, boring, happy life.



KEI TH
But maybe she hasn't.

Aubrey takes a good |ong | ook at Keith.

I NT. PENNY'S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Aubrey enters the doorway, watches Penny scrub the wall.

AUBREY
Hey Penny. ..

Penny turns to | ook at her but doesn't stop scrubbing.
PENNY

Oh hey...do you guys have one of
t hose magi c erasers?

AUBREY

Um ..l don't think so. Wiat is it?
PENNY

It's this little pad that'll clean

anything. We'll get some tonorrow.
AUBREY

Ckay. . .

Aubrey anbles over to the bed, sits down. She watches Penny
w pe down a section of the wall with a |arge sponge.

AUBREY
| didn't realize this roomwas so
dirty.

PENNY
Ohit isn't, | just like to clean.

It's rel axing.
She tries vigorously to scrub out a scuff mark.

AUBREY
So...1"'mkinda wondering, uh...what's
your life been Iike? Al this tine.
You know, after...we got separated.

Penny di ps the sponge into a plastic bucket of soapy water,
wings it out.

PENNY
Vell...they stuck me in a bunch of
foster honmes until | was sixteen

then | took off on my own...noved
around a bit...few years later | was
l[ivin® with this guy, got ny GE. D....
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Penny hops on the bed to clean the wall above it.

PENNY
Al nost got married, actually, but
that didn't work out. Took off again,
ended up in Col orado. Had a few good
years out there, but eventually I
just had to come back. To find you

Penny stops scrubbing, stares at the blank wall.

PENNY
Ww. . .twenty years goes by, just
l'i ke that.

She tosses the sponge into the bucket, sits on the bed cl ose
to Aubrey, who tries to get a little nore space between them

PENNY
Every tinme | thought about you I
pi ctured you in a nice house, with
good peopl e who took care of you.

Penny pats Aubrey on the |eg.

PENNY
I'"'mso happy that turned out to be
t he case.

Aubrey forces a smle.
PENNY
I was always afraid you'd end up in
the kind of places | had to live.

AUBREY
You nean |i ke Col orado?

PENNY
Ha! No, when | was in foster care.

Penny grabs the bucket, |eaves the room Aubrey follows.

I NT. BATHROOM - CONTI NUOQUS / NI GHT
Penny dunps out the bucket, rinses it in the tub.
Aubrey sits on the closed toilet seat.
PENNY
Col orado's really nice. | lived
out si de Boul der a few years ago.

Penny puts the cl eaning supplies under the sink, digs around
to see what other stuff is in there.
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AUBREY
Did you...ever go to college?
PENNY
Nah. | tried taking a couple classes,

but didn't really see the point.

Penny shows Aubrey a bottle of spray cleaner.

PENNY
Don't buy any nore of this. Doesn't
clean shit.

AUBREY
Uh. .. okay.

Penny keeps digging, finds a cleanser she |ikes.

PENNY
A- hal

She steps into the tub, draws the curtain, sprays it down.

AUBREY
So what kind of work do you do?

PENNY
Oh, you know, the kinda stuff you
can do anywhere...tend bar, waitress,
receptionist...nothing interesting,
but enough to earn a Iiving.
Penny steps out of the shower, puts the cleanser away.

PENNY
We're gonna let that sit for a while.

Penny takes Aubrey's hands, pulls her to her feet.

I NT. APARTMENT - CONTI NUCUS / NI GHT
Penny | eads Aubrey to the living room

PENNY
I love to sing, though, do you sing?

AUBREY
No, not really.

Penny stops and spins around.

PENNY
Hey do you have a canera?

Penny flops onto the couch, doesn't wait for Aubrey to answer.



PENNY
I"'mreally into photography. | used
todo alittle freelance work,
publicity shots, things like that...]I
had a great old canera, '"til sonme
asshol e boyfriend smashed it.

Aubrey sits down in a nearby chair.

AUBREY
WAas that the guy you were gonna marry?
PENNY
Hel | no! Just sone random asshol e |
was seein'.
AUBREY

Doesn't sound |ike you were that
fond of him

PENNY
He was all right at first. Al nen
are all right at first. Only the
good ones |ast nore than a few nont hs.

Aubr ey nods.

PENNY
Li ke Keith. A guy like that'll be
there for you the rest of your life.

KEITH (O S.)
My ears are burning!!

PENNY
Then take 'em of f the stovel!

Penny | aughs as Keith approaches fromthe kitchen.

KElI TH
| thought | heard ny nane.

Penny sits up, nocks outrage.

PENNY
Wre you eavesdr oppi ng?

Keith | eans over the back of Aubrey's chair, puts his head
on her shoul der.

KElI TH
No, just cleaning up.

AUBREY
Oh, | meant to help you with that.
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KElI TH
It's fine, spend time with Penny. |
made the mess, | can clean it up
PENNY

You see? One of the good ones.
Keith smles. Aubrey kisses him

PENNY
So what do you guys do around here,
when you're not all over each other?

KEI TH
You know, between work, and school,
and just spending tine
together...nothing, really.

PENNY
We shoul d go out then!

Keith stands upright behind Aubrey's chair.

KEI TH
| gotta work tonorrow.

Penny | eaps up, grabs Keith, shakes him

PENNY
You' re young, you'll be fine! Aubrey,
cone on, let's go sonewhere fun
AUBREY
Urmm . .okay. I'mup for it.
PENNY
(to Keith)
What about you, party pooper?
KEI TH
(beat)
Ckay, "Il go.

Penny bounces with excitenent. Aubrey |ooks pleased.
KEI TH
But what's there to do on a Monday?
I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Penny SI NGS kar aoke, and she's good: great voice, engages
the crowd. Aubrey and Keith, at the bar, are inpressed.

Penny takes a bow at the end of her song, to great appl ause.
She drunkenly hops off the platform nearly | oses her bal ance.



ZACH (20'"s), a typical post-fraternity dude, holds her

ZACH
Whoa, | gotchal

PENNY
Hey, who noved the floor?

She | ooks Zach in the eye, flirts w thout shane.

PENNY
Vell hello there! Cnere, | want you
to neet soneone.

Penny | eads Zach to the bar, am d support from his BUDDI ES.

up.
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Aubrey directs Keith's attention to Penny as she approaches.

PENNY
(to Aubrey)
This is nmy new hero.

Penny | eans on Zach, shows hima ot of affection,

He grins.

The next DRUNK SI NGER begins. He and his song are very | oud.

AUBREY
(to Penny)
| think maybe it's tine to go.
PENNY
What ?
AUBREY
I think we should go hone now
PENNY
Ckay! I'Il just hang out with ny
friend here!
(to Zach)
Hey what's your name?
ZACH
Zach!
PENNY
Zap?

Aubrey wants to interrupt but can't find her nonent.

ZACH
Zach!

PENNY
H Zach! 1'm Lucy Van Pelt!

AUBREY
Penny!



Penny smles, |eans on Aubrey, speaks close to her ear.

PENNY
No, tonight I'm Lucy.

KElI TH
Penny, cone on. It's time to go.

PENNY
| don't want to go! | want anot her
drink.
(to Zach)
Buy ne a drink!

ZACH
Sure, baby, what do you want?

She gl ons onto hi m again.

PENNY
Anyt hi ng sweet!

Keith steps closer to Zach. Aubrey stays by Keith's side.

KElI TH
W' re gonna take her home, okay?

ZACH
Rel ax, dude. She's in good hands.

Zach puts an arm around Penny, waves to the bartender.

KElI TH
She's had enough. Cone on, Penny.

Keith gently takes her hand, tries to | ead her away.

Zach puts a hand on Keith's chest, armfully outstretched.

ZACH
Dude. Back off.

Penny sl aps Zach's hand away from Keith.

PENNY
Hey don't touch him

ZACH
Wioa, take it easy!

Penny pokes Zach in the chest with a soft fist.

PENNY
Stupi d asshol e! Get outta here!

ZACH
What ever. Crazy bitch
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Zach turns his back and rejoins his buddies, who boo him
He nmerely shrugs.

Penny gives Zach both mddle fingers, then resunes her drunken
bliss as she turns to Keith and puts her arnms around him

PENNY
W alnost got in a fight! Can you
believe it?

KEI TH
Nope. Can't believe it.

Penny | aughs. Aubrey doesn't. Keith supports sone of Penny's
wei ght on their way out.

I NT. PENNY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Keith carries Penny to the bed. Aubrey stands in the doorway
as Keith sets Penny down, renoves her shoes.

PENNY
Did you have fun tonight?

KElI TH
| did. But nowit's bedtine.

PENNY
Ckay. Make sure the room stops
spi nning before you go to sl eep.

AUBREY
' mgonna get her a bucket.

Aubrey wal ks away.

PENNY
Hey, that was a joke! I'mnot gonna
get sick.

AUBREY (0O.S.)
Just in case, then.

PENNY
| never get sick. lIron stomach

She druns on her belly. Aubrey returns with the bucket.

KElI TH
Goodni ght, Penny.

Keith shuffles tiredly out of the room Aubrey sets the
pl astic bucket next to the bed with an angry CLUNK
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| NT. APARTMENT - DAY
Aubrey works on her conputer in the living room

Penny energes slowy fromher bedroom still dressed in |ast
night's clothes, holds her head in both hands.

PENNY
Ooh. ..

Aubrey spins around in her chair.

AUBREY
H there. Feeling good today?

Penny shuffles to the bathroom

PENNY
I"ve felt worse. It's all those sugary
drinks, you know?

Penny pees with the door open. Aubrey resunes working.

PENNY (O. S.)
Your bucket's still enpty, by the
way. Told you I wouldn't need it.

AUBREY
Hoor ay.

Penny flushes, washes up. Aubrey types. Penny approaches,
| eans over Aubrey's shoulder to | ook at the screen.

PENNY
What cha doin'?

AUBREY
Just getting sone work done.

Aubrey types away. Penny |eans on the back of the couch.

PENNY
Are you nmad at ne?

AUBREY
No.

PENNY
Real | y?

Aubrey stops typing.
AUBREY

Maybe a little.



PENNY
Did I enbarrass you last night? ['m
kind of a flirty drunk.

AUBREY
Yeah, | noticed.
PENNY
Sorry 'bout that. Al ways been a

['i ght wei ght.
Penny stands, stretches a bit.

PENNY
So is this what you do all day?

AUBREY
Wien | have the opportunity.

PENNY
You nmean when |ike when |'mstil
asl eep and not bothering you?

She playfully pokes Aubrey, repeatedly. Aubrey chuckles
despite herself.

AUBREY
Exactly.

PENNY
Well, that part of the day's over!
Let's enjoy the sunshine! Go to the
park or sonething.

AUBREY
We could do that.

Aubrey turns around to face Penny.

AUBREY
Actual ly, uh...l was wondering if
you' d given any thought to how | ong
you' Il be staying here?
PENNY
| don't know. Do you want nme to | eave?
AUBREY
No, | just...want to get an idea how

| ong you plan to stay.
Penny takes a nonment to consider.
PENNY

Not really sure. But when it's tine
for me to go, I'Il go. Ckay?
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Aubr ey nods.

PENNY
' mgonna take a shower. | snell
|i ke a di seased raccoon

EXT. CTY PARK - DAY

A perfectly healthy RACCOON sits on the linb of a tree,
licking its paws. Many other raccoons are al so present.

Penny and Aubrey wal k casual |y through the park. Penny wears
shorts and a tank top, Aubrey in jeans and t-shirt.

PENNY
It's so lovely out. | can't believe
you were gonna sit inside all day.

AUBREY
I mght've gone out for sonething.

PENNY
Uh- huh. Cone on, what woul d you be
doing right nowif | weren't here?

Aubrey considers this.

PENNY

You' d be at hone, on the conputer.
AUBREY

Ckay, okay. ..
PENNY

You don't have to be at work until
next week. Enjoy the time off.

AUBREY
Speaki ng of work, um..we were
thinking it'd be good if you
could...you know. Find a job?

PENNY
| can do that.

AUBREY
I mean if you're gonna be staying a
while, we can't afford to--

Penny briefly touches Aubrey's shoul der.

PENNY
Aubrey, | get it. | can pull ny own
weight. | was a full-tine cocktai

wai tress when | was si xt een.



AUBREY
Don't you have to be twenty-one for

t hat ?
PENNY

Not when they pay you under the table.
AUBREY

Did they even know how ol d you were?
PENNY

No, | lied. But | could pass for

older. Places | lived as a kid, you

grow up fast.

AUBREY
You noved around a lot, right?

PENNY
Yeah, different foster famlies,
children's homes...which is really
just an orphanage, but they don't
call '"emthat anynore.

AUBREY
VWat's it |ike there?

PENNY
Li ke a prison w thout the bars.

Penny runs her hands through her hair.

PENNY
| never stayed long. If | didn't get
pl aced right away |'d just take off
for a while.

AUBREY
Where woul d you go?

PENNY
| knew sone people, |I'd make friends.
Crash in someone's living roomfor a
week, earn some noney. Not the nost
gl anorous life, but...you survive.

AUBREY
I"msorry you had to go through al
t hat .

PENNY
Naw, don't worry about it. Whatever
doesn't kill me makes ne stronger,
ri ght?

AUBREY

| suppose, yeah
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Penny watches a pl ane overhead. Aubrey |ooks at her.

PENNY
Actually, it eats you up inside unti
you can't feel anything. Then you
wait for the feeling to grow back

She stops watching the plane, |ooks back to Aubrey.

AUBREY
That doesn't sound easy.
PENNY
Vll it conmes in cycles, you know?

You heal during the good tinmes. Things
are good now

She touches Aubrey's arm smles.

EXT. CITY PARK - MOMENTS LATER / DAY
Aubrey and Penny sit on a bench.

AUBREY
How many different hones did they
pl ace you in?

PENNY
Six or seven, | think. | lost track
They weren't all terrible.

Penny wat ches two dogs running and playing together, while
Aubrey | ooks at Penny.

PENNY
Still, I am SO happy you ended up
where you di d. Because nothing in ny
life was ever as bad as the idea of
you goi ng through the sane thing.
Just the thought of it was horrifying.

Penny takes Aubrey's hand, holds it tight, fingers entw ned.

PENNY
You' ve been bl essed. Aubrey. Don't
ever forget how | ucky you are to be
| oved.

Penny | ooks into Aubrey's eyes, her own eyes beginning to
tear up. Aubrey holds her sister's gaze.

Their reverie is broken by HUNTER the dog as he greets them
front | egs up on the bench, tail waggi ng.

PENNY
Hel | o puppy! Hey there puppy dog!
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Penny lets himsniff her hand, then rubs his head, scratches
behi nd his ears. Aubrey sinply | ooks on.

PENNY
What cha doin' over here, huh? Watcha
doin'?

Penny takes up his |eash, which |ays behind him Aubrey | ooks
out into the park, spots JOSH (40's) jogging toward them

AUBREY
I think he's with that guy.

Penny wat ches Josh approach them He's a good-|ooking guy in
desi gner athletic wear. Penny stands to greet him

PENNY
Hi . Lose sonet hi ng?

Josh sniles at her.

JOSH
Yeah. Got away from ne.

He hol ds out his hand.

JOSH
How ya doin', |I'mJosh

Penny shakes his hand. He pats his dog' s head.

JOSH
This is Hunter.
PENNY
Oh! | guess that nmakes you the

gat herer.
She slaps the leash into his palm

PENNY
Here you go.

Aubrey observes Penny's flirtation with sone anusenent.

JOSH
Thanks.

Hunter sniffs at Aubrey's knee. She is wary of him
PENNY
If you need any help training him
I"ve got a few tricks up ny sleeve.

Josh | ooks at her tank top.



JOSH
What sl eeve?

PENNY
Qops. Bust ed.

They smile at each other. Aubrey |ooks on fromthe bench.

JOSH
"Il tell you what.

He di gs a business card out of a pocket, holds it to Penny.

JOSH
When you' ve got some free tine, give
me a call.

Penny snatches the card.

PENNY
We'll see.

Josh gives her one last grin.

JOSH
Come on, Hunter. C non, boy!

He wal ks off with a happy Hunter in tow

PENNY
Can you believe that guy?

AUBREY
H n? What about you?

PENNY
You don't really think the dog "got
away fromhim" do you?

Aubr ey shrugs.

PENNY

He sent hi mover here, to neet us.
AUBREY

That's crazy!
PENNY

Aubrey, it's the oldest trick in the
book! Guys don't walk their dog in
the park just to walk their dog in

t he park.

AUBREY
I"mpretty sure they do.
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PENNY
Then why was he flirting with ne?

AUBREY
He was flirting back at you.

Penny gives Aubrey a sly smle and a friendly nudge.

PENNY
It's hot out here. Are you hot? You
| ook hot. Let's get a drink.

EXT. RESTAURANT PATI O - DAY

The outdoor seating is separated fromthe sidewal k by a short
fence, with all manner of PEDESTRI ANS wal ki ng past.

Penny has a pink concoction with a straw. Aubrey sips water.

PENNY
Is that all you're gonna have?

AUBREY
| don't want a m dday hangover.

PENNY
You can't sit in a restaurant with
just water. It's pathetic.

Penny tw ddl es her fingers at a HANDSOVE MAN passi ng by.

AUBREY
Excuse nme for not trying to finagle
free drinks out of every horny, stupid
guy in arms reach

PENNY
They don't m nd! Besides, nanme one
guy who's not horny and stupid.

AUBREY
Keith isn't |ike that.

PENNY
| nmeant single guys.

She gives a flirtatious ook to a couple GUYS wal ki ng past
on the sidewal k. They smle, give her a "Wat's up" nod.

Aubrey takes a sip. Penny | ooks her over, curious.

PENNY
Keith's horny for you though, right?

Aubrey al nost does a spit-take, gets it under control.
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PENNY
I mean you do |ive together, you
must be gettin' sone action.

AUBREY
Penny!

Penny shrugs, takes a sip.

PENNY
What, you're an adult.

AUBREY
Are you?

Penny spots a group of FOUR GQUYS (20's) dressed for the beach.

PENNY
Hey guys! Blow n' off work today?

The guys | ean on the short fence. They seem nice, and nor nal

BEACH GUY 1
What's wor k?

Penny lifts her glass to that guy.

BEACH CQUY 2
How you doin', |adies?

He | ooks to Aubrey. She smiles politely, but dismssively.

AUBREY
Fi ne, thank you.

BEACH CQUY 2
W' re headed down to the beach, why
don't you cone hang out with us?

AUBREY
| don't think so.

PENNY
Cone on, why not?

AUBREY
We just nmet themfive seconds ago!

PENNY
So, they're okay. Look at 'em

The guys put on their best friendly smles.

PENNY
See? Let's go to the beach.
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AUBREY

I'd rather go hone.
PENNY

Then go hone, Aubrey.
AUBREY

(beat)

Fi ne. You have your keys?
PENNY

Yes.
AUBREY

You have noney for a cab?
BEACH GUY 3

W'l give her aride, it's cool.

Aubrey finds sonme cash in her pocket, hands it to Penny.

PENNY
| don't want your noney.

AUBREY
Then give it back to ne when you get
hore.

Penny takes the cash.

PENNY
Ckay, nmom

Aubrey gives her a strange | ook, stands up.

AUBREY
"Il see you later. Have a seat,

guys.

The guys hop over the short fence and join Penny at the table
as Aubrey weaves her way past other tables, |eaves the patio.

BEACH GQUY 4
(to Aubrey)
W' ||l catch you next time, okay?

Aubrey forces a smle, wal ks past them al ong the fence.

I NT. APARTMENT - EVEN NG
Aubrey sits staring at the tv, not quite watching it.

She hears a noise at the front door, turns to it imediately.
Keith enters, smles as soon as he sees Aubrey.
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KElI TH
Hi ya!

She goes to greet him kisses himhello as he | ocks the door.

KElI TH
How wer e things today?

He kicks off his shoes.

AUBREY
| just don't understand her.

Aubrey follows himtoward the bedroom

KElI TH
What happened?

I NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS / EVEN NG
Keith changes out of his suit. Aubrey stands in the doorway.

AUBREY
She went to hang out with four random
guys she doesn't even know.

KEI TH
And this bothers you because...?

AUBREY
Because it's a stupid thing to do! |
nmean, they coul d be dangerous!

KElI TH
Aubrey. ..

He puts his hands on her shoul ders, hol ds her.
KEI TH
You cannot control Penny. No one
can. Not even Penny.
Aubr ey sighs.

KEI TH
Just give it tine.

He ki sses her forehead. She flops onto the bed.

AUBREY
You're either very wi se or very
st upi d.

KEI TH

| like to think I'"moptimstic.



He fl ops down next to her, and she hol ds himcl ose.

I NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Aubrey |ies awake, holds Keith as he sl eeps.
She caresses his chest, kisses his neck. He stirs awake.

AUBREY
| need you...

He turns to her, and returns her affection. They kiss nore
passi onately, yet tenderly.
I NT. APARTMENT - LATER / NI GHT

Dark and quiet. Penny enters, noves softly. She hears the
sounds of |ovenaking through the cl osed bedroom door.

Penny smrks, tiptoes into her room shuts the door.

INT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

Aubrey and Keith nake breakfast, show each other affection.

Penny enters, still in yesterday's clothes.

PENNY
Good norning, |ovebirds!

Penny pours herself sone coffee, adds the ice and sugar.
Keith and Aubrey sit down to eat.

PENNY
You know | can al ways nake nyself
scarce if you want sone al one tine.

Penny sits, sips her coffee.

AUBREY
What do you nean?

PENNY
| mean if you want to get busy, just
hang a sign on the door, you know?

Penny winks at Keith. He | ooks at Aubrey for her reaction.

AUBREY
You were |istening?

PENNY
O course not.

She sees Aubrey glaring at her.
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PENNY
Rel ax, kiddo. | heard you for I|ike
two seconds. It's a beautiful thing!
AUBREY
It's supposed to be private! And I
t hought you were still out with those
four guys!
PENNY
| don't know what you're so upset
about. | only slept with two of 'em

Aubrey | ooks shocked. Keith raises an eyebrow.
Penny | ets them sweat a nonent, then | aughs.

PENNY
"' m ki ddi ng! We hung out at the beach,
then they took ne to a club.

AUBREY
Still...they were conpl ete strangers.

PENNY
Yeah, but | knew they were okay.

AUBREY
How do you know t hat ?

PENNY
| can read people.

AUBREY
Penny. ..

Aubrey sighs, too exasperated to know what else to say.

AUBREY
["monly trying to | ook out for you.
PENNY
Vel | guess what, sis - | can | ook
out for nyself. |'ve been doing it
all ny life.
AUBREY
Yet you blindly get into situations
t hat - -
PENNY
I"mnot the one who's blind here,
little girl!

Both Aubrey and Keith are taken aback by her vehenence.
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PENNY
|"ve been abused by enough rotten
excuses for human beings that | can
spot one |ike that!

She snaps her fingers in Aubrey's face.

PENNY
So don't tell me howto stay out of
trouble. | know it when | see it.

Penny drinks her coffee, stares out the w ndow.

KEI TH
I think you two should finish this
conversation another tinme. O just
consider it finished.

He ki sses Aubrey on the head as he stands.
KEI TH
| need to get going. Sorry | can't
hel p you cl ean up.

AUBREY
That' s okay.

She caresses his arm pulls himin for a kiss.

KElI TH
Love you, sweetheart.

He touches Penny's shoul der as he wal ks behi nd her.

KElI TH
Penny, 1'Il see you tonight. Ckay?

Penny stirs her coffee. Keith exits the kitchen.

As Keith gathers his things and exits the apartnment, Penny
stares at her coffee while Aubrey plays wth her food.

A brief unconfortable silence pervades the room

PENNY
Wiy are you so sel fish?
AUBREY
"' m what now?
PENNY

A selfish little brat. Sonetines.

Aubrey stands, cleans up the breakfast ness.

67.



68.

AUBREY
['"mnot two years old anynore. Try
talking to nme |ike a grown-up.

PENNY
Try acting |ike one.

Aubrey scoffs, cleans itens in the sink, her back to Penny.

PENNY
Not everything is about you, Aubrey.
| love you nore than anything, but
you are not the center of the universe.

Aubrey focuses on the dishes. Penny approaches the sink.

PENNY
What is it you think |I'm doing here?
You think I'"mon vacation?

Aubrey holds a dish wthout cleaning it, just holding it.

PENNY
You're the only famly | have. |
just want to know you.

Aubrey sets down the dish, shuts off the water.

AUBREY
I"mnot used to sharing ny space.
That's what happens when you grow up
an only child.

Aubrey dries her hands on a towel.

PENNY
You're not an only child. You're ny
si ster.

Aubrey throws the towel to the floor, turns to face Penny.

AUBREY
But | don't renenber you! | don't
remenber our parents, or that house,
or the little penguin you gave ne!
They're all part of another life,
which is gone!l It's all gone!

Aubrey's outburst hangs in the air a nonent, the two sisters
| ooki ng at each ot her.

Aubrey picks up the towel, hangs it on its hook. Penny | ooks
at the dish in the sink, turns on the water and washes it.

AUBREY
I was gonna take a shower. Do you
wanna go first?
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Penny doesn't respond in any way, keeps focus on the dishes.

AUBREY
Ckay, well...l'mgonna get in, then

Aubrey | eaves the room as Penny continues washi ng.

| NT. BATHROOM SHOWAER - DAY

Aubrey shuts off the water, wings a few drops from her hair,
and slides open the shower curtain.

She is startled by the sight of Penny at the mrror.
Penny is dressed up, and quite cheerfully puts on nakeup.

PENNY
I know, I'mup your ass again. But I
decided |I'mgonna get a job today.

Aubrey grabs a towel, waps it around her.

PENNY
"Il get a phone and a bus card too.
So | won't have to rely on you for
everyt hi ng.

Aubrey dries her hair with a second towel.

AUBREY
Maybe you shoul d take ny car. The
buses can get confusing.

PENNY

Expired |icense, renenber?
AUBREY

Oh. Well | could drive you
PENNY

I"mtrying to give you your space,

you little shit. Just relax, enjoy

your day. Be lazy. You' ve earned it.
Penny ki sses Aubrey on the cheek, surprising her.

PENNY
Love you, ki ddo.

Penny happily trots out of the bathroom

The front door closes. Aubrey |ooks in the mrror, sees the
i pstick on her cheek. She cleans it off, pleased.
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| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Aubrey energes from her bedroom dressed casually but fully.
She approaches the conputer, debates turning it on. She | ooks
out the wi ndow at the nice, sunny day.

EXT. APARTMENT/ BACK PORCH - DAY

Aubrey sits in a deck chair, wears shorts and a bikini top
sungl asses and a straw hat.

She | ooks out onto the dirt, weeds, and torn-up grass of the
smal | encl osed yard. She sips | enpbnade.

She watches a squirrel run across a power |ine.

AUBREY
| feel ridicul ous.

She takes off the hat, goes inside.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY
Aubrey types away at the conputer, a tank top over the bikini
Her eye catches the stuffed penguin, sitting on the desk.

She pulls up a search wi ndow, types in PENELOPE | SABEL QUI NN
Clicks sonme of the Iinks.

AUBREY
Hrm Not her.

She enters the address they visited, the former Quinn hone.
She reads through the links, |eans closer to the nonitor.

Her cell phone RINGS. She | ooks at the nunber, answers.

AUBREY
Hel | 0?
PENNY
(filtered)

Hel l o, this is Penny Quinn calling!
Pl ease | eave a nmessage for ne after
t he THPPPBT!

Aubrey rolls her eyes.

AUBREY
H Penny, |'m saving your number now.
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Aubrey puts Penny on speaker, scrolls through nore |inks.

PENNY
| got a job, too. Starting tonight!

AUBREY
Al ready? Ww.

PENNY
Are you doin' anything later?

AUBREY
Um ..no. Wy?

I NT. DANCE CLUB - NI GHT
Noi sy, flashy, many bodies in notion - a typical club.

Aubrey makes her way through the crowd. Her outfit is nice
and cl assy, but not dressed-up sexy like other girls there.

Aubrey squeezes through to the bar, behind which are Penny
and MELIA (20's, platinum blonde), both show ng sone skin.

Penny wears a short skirt, strappy heels, and a tight shirt
with plenty of cleavage. She spots Aubrey, gets excited.

PENNY
Hey, you nmade it! They let you in
free, right? | told "emthey'd better

AUBREY
| can't hear you

Aubrey touches her ear to convey the nessage.

Penny says sonething to Melia, indicates Aubrey. Melia nods
her understandi ng and resunmes m xi ng dri nks.

Penny | eans over to speak directly into Aubrey's ear.

PENNY
What do you want to drink?

AUBREY
I don't want anyt hing!

PENNY
I"1l just nmake you sonet hi ng!

Penny | eans back to m x and shake a drink. Aubrey tries not
to get pressed against the bar by the throng behind her.

Penny pours the shot, puts the glass in Aubrey's hand.
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PENNY
So what do you think? This place
ki ck ass or what?

AUBREY
It's really I oud!

PENNY
Yeah! WHOOO !'!

The crowd behind Aubrey cheers along with Penny. Aubrey waits
for themto quiet down.

AUBREY
I want to tal k about sonmething |ater!
What time will you be done?

PENNY

Maybe about two thirty!
AUBREY

"1l come back and pick you up
PENNY

It's okay, I'lIl get a ride!

Penny starts to nove away, but Aubrey gently holds her arm

AUBREY
Penny...let ne pick you up.

Penny can see Aubrey is serious. Penny nods, smles. Aubrey
returns the smle. Penny returns to serving patrons.

Aubrey picks up her drink, |looks at it, knocks it back. She
sets the glass down, reacts to how strong the shot is.

EXT. DANCE CLUB - NI GHT

Aubrey parks her car at the curb across the street, with a
view of the club's front door. She cuts the engine.

I NT. AUBREY' S CAR - CONTINUOUS / NI GHT

Aubrey checks the time on her phone - 2:29 am She |ets out
a deep breath. Sits and waits.

The cl ub door opens. Aubrey notices. TWO MEN IN SU TS exit.
Aubrey yawns. She checks the tine again - 2:30 am

AUBREY
Tooth hurty...time to see the dentist.

She chuckles at her silliness. Stretches her neck, |eans back.
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I NT. AUBREY' S CAR - LATER / N GAT

Aubrey taps the steering wheel inpatiently. She checks the
time - 2:51 am She grabs her phone, dials.

PENNY
(filtered)
It's Penny Quinn, |eave the details!
Aubrey purses her lips, waits for the TONE.
AUBREY
Penny, it's Aubrey, 1've been outside
for about twenty mnutes, just
wonderi ng when you' re gonna be done.
Let me know. Thank you
She hangs up. She resunes inpatiently tapping the wheel.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. AUBREY' S CAR - LATER / N GHT

Aubrey glares at her phone - 3:07 am She bolts fromthe
car, slans the door.

EXT. DANCE CLUB - CONTI NUOUS / NI GHT

Aubrey tries the club doors - |ocked. She bangs on themwth
a fist, waits. No response.

She di al s her phone while storm ng back to the car.
AUBREY
It's after three, and |I'm goi ng hone.
| don't know where you are or what
you' re doing, | can only hope you
get home in one piece. See you then.
| NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Aubrey |lies awake, stares at the ceiling. She cuddles up to
Keith, who is sound asl eep.
I NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG
Aubrey sleeps while Keith gets dressed for work.

The front door opens, shuts a bit too noisily, wakes Aubrey.
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I NT. APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS / MORNI NG

Penny tiptoes in as Keith steps out of the bedroom Aubrey
ri ght behind him Penny stops when she sees them

AUBREY
What the hell, Penny?!
PENNY
["msorry. | lost track of tine.

Penny continues to her room Aubrey follows her in.

I NT. PENNY'S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS / MORNI NG
Keith stands in the doorway, buttons his shirt.

PENNY
W had a little after party. | coul da
got you in, you should have call ed.

Penny sits on the bed to take off her shoes.

AUBREY
| didcall! I left two nmessages during
the forty mnutes | waited for youl

PENNY
I"msorry, okay? You don't have to
get all pissy about it.

Penny sets her shoes aside, unzips her skirt.

As Penny takes off the skirt, Aubrey glances back at Keith.
He wal ks away fromthe door

AUBREY
| can't believe you' re older than
me. Wiy are you such a child?

Penny throws the skirt at the wall. Aubrey cringes, thinking
it was going to be thrown at her.
PENNY
Because | never had a fucking

chi | dhood!
Tears formand flow Penny nakes no effort to w pe them away.
PENNY
Wien you were little, I'"mthe one
who took care of you! Qur nother was
a horrible bitch who hated ne!

Aubrey takes a step back. Keith reappears in the doorway.
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PENNY
Then suddenly ny whole famly was
gone and | was all alone! So excuse
the shit outta nme for not being little
mss perfect all the tine!

Penny sits on the edge of the bed, head down as she weeps.

Aubrey stares a nonment, then gl ances back at Keith, who
gestures for her to come to him

AUBREY
(to Penny)
Way don't you get sone sleep. W'l
talk later.

Penny cries, doesn't respond. Aubrey exits, shuts the door.

I NT. APARTMENT - DAY
Aubrey works on the conputer

Penny enmerges from her room in suitable sleeping clothes.
She heads to the kitchen, can be heard knocki ng about.

Aubrey continues working. Penny returns with her iced coffee,
appr oaches Aubrey from behi nd. She hugs Aubrey with one arm

PENNY
' msorry, penguin.

Aubrey flinches, stiffens. Penny notices, backs off.

PENNY
Why do you do that?
AUBREY
Do what ?
Aubr ey keeps wor ki ng.
PENNY

Shrink away fromne |ike that.
AUBREY
I just didn't know you were gonna
come over ne that way.
Penny takes Aubrey's hands off the keyboard, pulls her up.

PENNY
C nere. Right here.

She backs up a step, points to the floor in front of her.
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AUBREY
Penny, conme on, I'mright in the
m ddl e of sonet hing.

PENNY
Come over here and give your big
sister a hug.

Penny opens her arms. Aubrey sighs, steps into the hug.

Penny hol ds her tight, closes her eyes, sways a little bit.
Aubrey sinply waits it out, barely touching Penny.

Penny ends the hug, holds Aubrey out at arm s |ength.

PENNY
Now why is that so horrible for you?

AUBREY
It isn't horrible, don't say that.

Aubrey drops into her chair.

AUBREY
["mjust not all...lovey-dovey. |
never have been.

PENNY
Not true. You used to |ove being
hel d. Whenever you started crying,
you woul d al ways stop the second you
were in nmy arns.

Aubrey gl ances at the conputer. Penny's voice breaks a little.

PENNY
| held you every day of your life,
until you were taken away from ne.
Now all | want to do is hold you
again...and you push ne away.

Penny turns away before the tears conme. She goes into the
bat hroom | ocks the door.

Aubrey shrugs, hands in the air, approaches the bathroom

AUBREY
Penny...it isn't you, okay? Just
give me time. It'Il get better.

She listens for a nonent. Silence. Returns to the conputer

I NT. APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Aubrey shuts down the conputer, stands, stretches. She anbl es
over to the bathroom door, stops and |istens, hears nothing.
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AUBREY
You still alive in there?

She waits for a response. There is none.

AUBREY
| really gotta pee.

There is a loud SNI FFLING then WATER RUNNI NG briefly.

Penny emnerges, eyes red, wal ks past Aubrey w t hout | ooking
at her. She enters her bedroom | ocks the door.

| NT. APARTMENT - EVENI NG

Aubrey watches tv. It goes to a commercial and she nutes it.
She | ooks at Penny's cl osed door, |istens. Nothing.

Keith enters the front door.

KEI TH
H'! Howd it go today?

He | eans over the back of the couch to kiss her.

AUBREY
Not very well.

He sits next to her, places a hand on her |eg.

AUBREY
She...wanted to give ne a hug, and
t hen she got upset 'cause...you know,
| don't do well with that sorta thing.

KElI TH
Right. ..

AUBREY
| tried, but...can you talk to her?

KElI TH
I think you should talk to her

AUBREY
I"ve been talking to closed doors.

Aubrey is startled slightly as Penny's door opens and Penny
steps out, dressed up and nade up.

PENNY
Hey there, friends and nei ghbors!

Aubrey shrugs, exasperated. Penny drops down next to her.



PENNY
I"mreally sorry about |ast night,
Aubrey. If | promse to be there
tonight wll you pick ne up?

Aubrey | ooks to Keith, then back to Penny.

AUBREY
kay.

PENNY
Yay! You are the best!

She gives Aubrey a quick sideways hug and cheek-Kki ss,
hops up and heads for the front door.

PENNY
Love you bot h!

Penny exits, l|ocks the door from outside.

AUBREY
She didn't actually prom se.
KEI TH
But she neant it.
AUBREY
| guess we'll see.
KEI TH
There's sonething el se we need to

tal k about .
He takes her hand, |eads her toward the bedroom
AUBREY
Ooh, | like this kind of talk.
I NT. AUBREY'S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS / NI GHT

Aubrey sits on the bed, Keith stands facing her.

KEI TH
I've been thinking about you and
Penny today, and...l think it's best
if I get out of your hair for a while.
AUBREY
What do you nean?
KEI TH
| nean, |'mgonna stay sonewhere

else for a few days. Maybe a week.

Aubrey stares up at himfor a nonent.

t hen

78.
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AUBREY
No. No, | need you here.
KElI TH
You need to work things out with

Penny.

Keith | ocates and packs a suitcase.

KElI TH
Call me anytinme, for any reason. And
if you really need ne I'Il come right
hone, okay?

AUBREY
No, this is not okay. | don't know
how to talk to her.

KElI TH
You'll figure it out. | have faith

in you.

He ki sses her, continues packing. She watches hel pl essly.

EXT. APARTMENT - NI GHT

Keith waves to Aubrey on the front porch fromthe back of a
departing cab. Aubrey goes back inside.

| NT. AUBREY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Aubrey wakes with a start to the alarmon her phone. She
kills the noise, sees the tine - 2:00 am

EXT. DANCE CLUB/ I NT. AUBREY'S CAR - NI GHT

Aubrey parks across the street, checks the tinme - 2:27 am

She's about to cut the engi ne when Penny exits the club with
Melia, spots Aubrey. The two of them approach the car.

Penny opens the passenger door but doesn't get in.

PENNY
Hi ya gorgeous! Renenber Melia?

Melia | eans down into view, waves hell o.
AUBREY

Yeah, of course. Did you need a ride
honme? | don't m nd.
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MELI A
There's a 24-hour diner a few bl ocks
fromhere, we could all hang out!

Aubrey hesitates to respond.

PENNY
Your kinda place. Coffee and pie.

AUBREY
Ckay. Yeah, sounds good.

PENNY
Sweet! Hop in!

Penny gestures for Melia to take the front seat, quickly
jumps in the back. Melia smles at Aubrey.

Aubrey pulls away fromthe curb as the other two buckle up.

INT. DINER - N GHT
A popul ar late-night joint half-filled with twenty-sonethings.

The three ladies laugh it up in a booth, Aubrey inside next
to Penny, Melia opposite them Each has her coffee and pie.

MELI A
So then he tells me he wants to
westle! And |I'mthinkin', okay,
this could lead to sonethin', rollin'
around on the floor together...just
his way of makin' a nove, right?

Penny steals a bite of Aubrey's pie.

MELI A
| get down on all fours, booty in
the air...|l give himone of these:

Melia turns around in her seat to give the sisters a coy
| ook over her shoul der.

MELI A
In two seconds he's all over me. But
then | realize, this fool is actually
trying to westle ne! Like it's an
ol ynpi ¢ event or sonet hi ng!

Melia sips her coffee.

MELI A
Next thing I know, he's rushin' ne
to the hospital with a dislocated
elbow. | couldn't do this for a week!
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She hol ds up her forearmand turns her wist back and forth.
Penny and Aubrey | augh at this display.

Melia downs the rest of her coffee, clinbs out of the booth.

MELI A
That's it for nme, girls, | gotta
run. Told nmy boyfriend I'd stop by,
wake himup for the early shift.

She | eans down to Penny, they give each other a kiss on each
cheek. She waves to Aubrey on her way to the door.

MELI A
Thanks for com n' out, Aubrey!

Penny smles after Melia, waits until she's out of sight.

PENNY
Don't be fooled by that talk about a
boyfriend, she's totally gay.

AUBREY
Real | y? What about that guy she wanted
to...westle?

PENNY
Okay, nostly she's a total |esbian
Most | y.

AUBREY

If you say so. Un..do you wanna
switch sides?

Penny stares at her for a nonent, then notices the enpty
side of the booth across fromthem

PENNY
Oh you nean sit over there!

Penny slides out and takes the enpty seat.

AUBREY
Yeah. Not that | mnd sitting next
to you, it's just, you know...easier
to talk face to face.

PENNY
No, | get it. That's cool. | thought
you nmeant switch teanms, |ike go |esbo.

Penny | aughs her |oud, raucous |augh. Aubrey |aughs too.

PENNY
| could never do it. Wnen are too
conpl i cat ed.
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Yeah, well...nmen can be a nystery too.

PENNY
Sonet hi ng happen with Keith?

Aubrey takes a bite, her head down. She nods.

PENNY
VWhat ?

Penny puts her hand on Aubrey's arm

AUBREY
He's staying somewhere else for a
few days. Says we need to figure
this out, and he's just in the way.

PENNY
That's stupid. How are you supposed
to work things out if he isn't there?

AUBREY
No, not nme and him Me and you.

PENNY
Oh.

Penny | eans back, hands in her |ap.

PENNY
["msorry, Aubrey. |I'mruining
everyt hi ng.
AUBREY
It isn't your fault. He's probably
right, I just wasn't expecting this.
PENNY
Still...l feel bad. Wat can | do?
AUBREY

There's not hing you need to do.

PENNY
Sure there is. Cone on. Let's talk.

Aubrey hesitates.

AUBREY

Ckay. | want you to tell me sonething.

PENNY
Sure! Anyt hi ng.
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AUBREY
I want to know what happened to our
parents.

Penny stiffens, breaks eye contact.

AUBREY
| have a right to know, Penny.

PENNY
Not now, okay? Not here.

AUBREY
| did sonme research online, but those
old news stories don't really say
anything. | need you to tell ne.

PENNY
Dad died in his sleep and Mom had an
accident. That's all there is to it.

Penny's hands shake. She grips her coffee nug to steady them

AUBREY

But what happened, Penny?
PENNY

| can't do this now, Aubrey.
AUBREY

| need to know the truth.
PENNY

Pl ease. .
AUBREY

Penel ope |sabel Quinn, you tell ne
the truth right now

Aubrey's harsh tone is nore than Penny can take -- she lets
out a SHRIEK as she SMASHES her nug onto an enpty plate,
shattering themboth and spilling coffee.

Aubrey is startled by the outburst. Everyone in the diner
turns to themas Penny | ooks at her hand, now bl eedi ng.

Aubrey grabs sone paper napkins, presses themonto Penny's
bl oody hand. She gets out of her seat, pulls Penny al ong.

AUBREY
It's okay. Cone on.

I NT. DI NER RESTROOM - MOMENTS LATER / NI GHT

Aubrey washes Penny's hand. Penny is calm but distant.
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AUBREY
See? It was just a little cut.

Aubrey | ooks at Penny, sees only a faraway | ook in her eyes.

AUBREY
Does it hurt?

Penny doesn't respond, or seemto hear. Aubrey shuts off the
wat er, dabs the cut with a clean paper towel.

AUBREY
Ckay. Let's go home.
I NT. APARTMENT - N GHT
Penny enters ahead of Aubrey, shuffles to her room She has
a first-aid-kit bandage on her hand. Aubrey follows her.
I NT. PENNY' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS / NI GHT
Penny lies on the unmade bed, fully dressed.

AUBREY
Don't you want to change cl ot hes?

No reponse. Aubrey renoves Penny's shoes, sets themon the
floor. She stands at the foot of the bed.

AUBREY
| shouldn't have kept asking |ike
that. | should have |istened to you.

Aubrey takes a few steps toward the door.

PENNY
Aubr ey?
Aubr ey stops.
PENNY
WIl you stay with nme until | fall
asl eep?
AUBREY
Sur e.

Aubrey renoves her shoes, sits on the bed next to Penny.
Penny hol ds Aubrey, closes her eyes.

Aubrey puts a hand on Penny's arm lies silently, eyes open.
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I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Aubrey, clean and dressed, cuts a sandwich in half and adds
it to a plate of fruit.

I NT. PENNY' S BEDROOM - DAY

Aubrey sets the plate on the nightstand, sits on the bed
next to Penny, who |lies awake and alert but with | ow energy.

AUBREY
Do you have to work tonight?

Penny shakes her head.

AUBREY
I was thinking maybe we could go see
ny parents later. They can tell you
about when | was little.

PENNY
Not t oday.

Aubrey plucks some fruit off the plate, eats.
AUBREY

| could get their photo al buns. Bring
t hem back here.

PENNY
That' d be ni ce.
AUBREY
Yeah? Okay. | guess | could go now.
Sure you don't want to come with nme?
PENNY
No, |'m gonna rest a while.

Aubr ey nods, approaches the bedroom door, stops and turns.

AUBREY
WIIl you be all right while I'm gone?
PENNY
Yes, Aubrey, I'Il be fine.
AUBREY
You won't do anything crazy?
PENNY
No.
AUBREY

Prom se?
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PENNY
| prom se.

AUBREY
Ckay. | won't be |ong.

Aubrey hesitates. Penny smles at her. She smles back.

AUBREY
Be back soon.

Aubrey exits the bedroom

I NT. AUBREY'S CAR - DAY

Aubrey drives in the mddle | ane on the expressway. Cars and
trucks pass her left and right.

Aubrey checks her speedoneter, speeds up a bit.

I NT. CGRUZEWSKI FRONT DOOR - DAY

Aubrey enters with her key. She listens to the silent house.

I NT. CGRUZEWSKI LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Aubrey pulls photo al buns out of a cabinet, stacks them up.

I NT. GRUZEWSKI HOUSE/ UPSTAI RS - DAY

Aubr ey approaches the door to her old room- it's closed.
She opens it. In the roomare Keith's clothes and suitcase.

AUBREY
Oh, Keith. 1 should have known.
| NT. APARTMENT - AFTERNOON
Aubrey enters with photo al buns and chil dhood nenent os.
AUBREY
"' m back! Found some really neat
stuff in nmy old room

Aubrey sets everything down, sticks her head in Penny's room

AUBREY
And you'l|l never guess who's...

She trails off upon realizing Penny isn't in there.
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AUBREY
Penny?

Aubrey checks the bathroom the kitchen

AUBREY
Penny?!

PENNY (O.S.)
Qut here.
EXT. APARTMENT/ BACK PORCH - CONTI NUCUS / AFTERNOON
Aubrey steps out to find Penny on the deck chair, bare |egs
and feet curled up inside the only thing she appears to be
wearing: a hand-knit sweater that is way too big for her
The sweater her father wore the night before he died.

AUBREY
Hey. Did you eat anything?

Penny stares out into the city.

AUBREY
I found a lot of good stuff at the
house.

PENNY
You were right. You deserve to know
the truth.

Aubrey | eans against a stack of crates.

PENNY
Mom was out with her friends al
ni ght. The sun was up when she canme
honme. Drunk. She woke ne up and told
me to keep you quiet. But you were
al ways quiet. Al ways happy.

A sad smle finds its way to Aubrey's face.

PENNY
Next thing I know, she's scream ng
i ke crazy. Dad won't wake up. | see

himlying there, and he's...Dblue. |
knew ri ght away what that neant,
but...l didn't want to believe it.
So | held his hand...just to prove
it wasn't real, that he was okay.
But he was so col d.

Aubrey fights a losing battle to prevent tears fromspilling.
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PENNY
H s hands were never cold. Not even
outside, in the snow. That's when |
knew for sure that he was gone.

Penny pulls her legs in closer, inside the sweater.

PENNY
And Mom was. ..l don't know. She | ost
it. Before | even knew what she was
doi ng she had a gun to her head.

Aubrey shudders with an intake of breath.

PENNY
| didn't have a chance to stop her
| just carried you to the neighbor's
and told themto call an anbul ance.

Aubrey finds sonething to sit down on.

PENNY
| used to think it was ny fault.
After you were born, she was so
different. The way she negl ected
you...| hated her. | kept w shing
sonet hi ng woul d happen to her, that
she'd go away. And | thought, at the
tinme, that sonmehow |I'd gotten ny
wish. But it took my father away
fromme too. Then they took you away.

Penny turns to | ook at Aubrey, whose tears continue to flow
freely, while Penny's eyes are dry and enpty.

PENNY
After that...l had nothing. I'd | ost
everything that mattered to nme. And
I know now...l'll never get it back.

Penny hol ds Aubrey's gaze for a nonent, then rises fromthe
chair. She kisses Aubrey on top of her head, and goes i nside.

Aubrey shakily noves to the chair, |ooks out at the sunset.

I NT. APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Aubrey enters fromthe porch, w pes her eyes. She spots the
cl osed bat hroom door, approaches it.

AUBREY
Penny? You okay? | understand why
you didn't want to tell me before.
["msorry | tried to force you

She listens for a response, but gets none.
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AUBREY
It isn'"t your fault, okay? She did
it to herself. You were just a Kkid.

Aubrey takes a deep shuddering breath, trying not to cry.

AUBREY
I know we can't get the last twenty
years back. But we're together now.

Behind the door is a | oud SMASH of BREAKI NG GLASS.

AUBREY
Penny?!

Aubrey tries the door. Locked. She bangs on it with an open
palm tries to force the handle.

AUBREY
Penny, what happened? Open the door!

She pushes the door with her shoul der, then backs up and
kicks it, starts to panic.

AUBREY
Penny, pl ease!!

Aubrey | ooks around frantically, finds her phone, dials. She
bangs on the door again while she waits to connect.

AUBREY
Just let me in, okay?!
(into phone)
She | ocked herself in the bat hroom
and | think she broke the mrror.

She's not answering ne, | don't know
what to do!
KEI TH
(filtered)
Al right, just take a breath, calm
down, |I'm com ng over right now.

There's a key on top of the door
frame, okay?

Aubrey | ooks up at the door frane.
KEI TH
Just reach up there and get it. 'l
stay on the phone.

Aubrey stretches for it but can't quite reach. She junps a
couple tinmes until she grabs the key.

She unl ocks the door w th shaking hands, opens it.
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She sees Penny kneeling on the floor, in underwear and a t-
shirt, her upper body sl unped over the edge of the tub.

AUBREY
Penny, what happened?

Shards of the broken mrror are strewn across the floor and
the counter. The |arge sweater has been tossed in the corner.

Aubrey | ays the sweater over the broken glass, steps on it
to get to Penny without cutting herself.

A long gash in Penny's arm bl eeds heavily into the tub.

AUBREY
She' s bl eedi ng!

KEI TH
G ab a clean towel and press it
agai nst the wound. You gotta hold it
tight, okay?

Aubrey does as instructed, sees that Penny's eyes are open
and | ooki ng at her.

KEI TH
Aubrey, you need to hang up and cal
911. Do exactly what they tell you.
I"'min the car, I'Il be there soon.

AUBREY
Keith, wait! Keith?

He's hung up. The apartnment feels suddenly silent.

PENNY
Don't call them Aubrey..

Aubrey | ooks down at Penny, who is calm Aubrey cries.

AUBREY
Cone on, you gotta sit up

Aubrey lifts Penny's torso fromthe tub, holds the towel on
her bl eeding arm She |eans Penny against the wall.

AUBREY
Keep your arm up.

She lifts Penny's arm over her head.

PENNY
You don't need to save ne.

Aubrey puts nore pressure on the towel, on Penny's arm
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AUBREY
I"mnot gonna |let you go |ike this.
You understand? |I'm not gonna | et
you go.

Bl ood trickles down Penny's arm soaks into her shirt.

AUBREY
Shit! Don't nove, okay?

Aubrey dials 911 and sets the phone down, on speaker, while
she resunmes pressure on Penny's wound.

OPERATOR
(filtered)
Ni ne one one energency...
AUBREY
Un ny sister cut her arm she's
bl eeding a lot, | need an anbul ance.

EXT. APARTMENT - NI GHT

Keith screeches to a halt in the Guzewski's sedan, quickly
hops out of the car.

Two paranedi cs pl ace Penny, strapped to a gurney, into a
wai ti ng anbul ance as Aubrey wat ches.

Aubrey spots Keith and runs to him They hold each ot her
tight as the anmbul ance drives off.

I NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Aubrey |l eans on Keith's shoulder, his armaround her. They
huddl e together in a sea of enpty chairs.

KEl TH
Oh, | nmeant to tell you...the DNA
test results cane back

Aubrey sits up to look at him her face tense and worri ed.

KElI TH
They're a match. She's definitely
your sister.

Aubrey smles, show ng both sadness and joy.

AUBREY
I know.

They | ook into each other's eyes, a profound | ove and
under st andi ng bet ween t hem



A DOCTOR (mal e 50's) enters and approaches them

DOCTOR
She's fine. The cut wasn't too deep

Aubrey and Keith breathe a sigh of concerned relief.

DOCTOR
W have to keep her overnight, but
she'll heal just fine. There may be
a scar, but you'll hardly notice it.
AUBREY
Can we talk to her now?
DOCTOR
She's sedated. You'll have to cone

back tonorrow.

KEI TH
Thank you, Doctor, we really
appreciate it.

Keith offers his hand. The doctor shakes it.

DOCTOR
There is one other thing. | |ooked
into your sister's nedical
records...were you aware this was
not her first suicide attenpt?

AUBREY
No. . . when?

DOCTOR
Apparently she tried to hang herself
a few years ago, then spent sone
time in a psychiatric hospital in
Colorado. In fact, 1I'll have to
transfer her tonorrow.

AUBREY
To Col orado?!?
DOCTOR
No no no, I'msorry, to a loca

facility. Al suicide attenpts
resulting in a hospital stay require
psychi atric observation

Aubr ey shakes her head.

AUBREY
No. No, you cannot have her committed.

KElI TH
Aubrey. ..
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AUBREY
She just got upset, okay? She isn't
crazy, she doesn't belong there!

DOCTOR
She isn't being commtted, it's just
for a few days. No one thinks she's
crazy. But this was an attenpted
suicide, so I'"'mobligated by law to
have her transferred.

Aubrey holds Keith tighter. He pats her shoul der.

DOCTOR
However, you can ask themto rel ease
her in your care. | wouldn't reconmend

it, but you do have that right.
Aubrey thinks this over, takes a deep, shuddering breath.
AUBREY
| want to see her now.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Penny is sound asl eep. Aubrey stands at the bedside, Keith a
step behind her.

Aubrey | ooks at Penny's bandaged arm her cl osed eyes.
AUBREY
I'"'mnot |eaving her side until we
get her hone.

KEI TH
Do you want me to stay with you?

She faces him shakes her head.

AUBREY
My nomi s probably worried about you.

He smles. She responds in kind, as best she can.

KEI TH
How d you know | was there?
AUBREY
Because | know you. And | |ove you.

She pulls himclose for a hug. He holds her tightly.

AUBREY
And | was at the house today.

He chuckl es, rel eases their enbrace.
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KEI TH
| wasn't trying to keep it secret,
you know, | just...

AUBREY
know. Why don't you go on back.
|

I
| call you tonorrow.

She ki sses him He heads for the door, lingers a bit, |ove

in his eyes. Then he's gone.

Aubrey stands over Penny for a nonment. She gingerly touches
Penny's hand, lightly grasping her fingers.

Penny's grip slowy tightens on Aubrey's hand, holding it.
Aubrey | ooks at Penny's face, but she's still asleep.

Aubrey keeps hold of Penny's hand while she drags a chair
closer to the bed, then gets confortable.
I NT. HOSPI TAL VAN - DAY

Penny lies on a gurney in the back, Aubrey sitting next to
her, hol di ng Penny's hand.

Penny is awake, |ooking at Aubrey, as Aubrey watches the
road go by outside the w ndow.

PENNY
| want to tell you sonething...

Aubrey turns to face Penny with a curious gaze.

PENNY
When | went back to our old house,
twenty years ago...l wasn't | ooking
for pictures, or toys. | ran away

fromny foster home because they
told me you' d been adopted...that |
woul d never see you again.

Aubrey squeezes Penny's hand.

AUBREY
Hey...you don't have to tell me now.
PENNY
I was only twelve. | was stupid enough
to think the gun would still be there.

Penny rubs her eyes with one hand, not letting go of Aubrey.

PENNY
| didn't want to |ive w thout you.
( MORE)
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PENNY ( CONT' D)
When | couldn't find what | went
there for, | took everything el se |
could. But | left so nuch behind.

Penny | ooks out the w ndow.

PENNY
And for a long tine, the only thing
t hat kept me going was...that | had
to make sure you were okay. And you
are. You don't need ne anynore.

AUBREY
| do need you, Penny. | just didn't
know it.

Penny | ooks into Aubrey's eyes, takes her hand again.

I NT. PSYCHI ATRI C FACI LI TY/ OFFI CE - DAY

Aubrey hol ds Penny's hands with both of hers, as they sit
opposite the desk of the PSYCH ATRI ST (female 60's).

The psychiatrist reads a hospital form |ooks over her glasses
at the two younger wonen. She sets the formon the desk

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Are you taking any prescription
medi cation?

Penny shakes her head.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Recreational drugs?

PENNY
No. Not for a long tine.

The psychiatrist makes a quick note on the form

PSYCH ATRI ST
Did you deliberately harm yourself
with the intent to commt suicide?

Penny gl ances at Aubrey, shanefully turns away.

PENNY
Yes.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Do you intend to cause further
physical harmto yourself?

PENNY
No.



96.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Do you intend any physical harmto
ot hers, especially your sister?

PENNY
No! Never.

Penny tightens her grip on Aubrey's hands.

The psychiatrist holds her gaze on Penny, appraising her.
After a beat, she signs the formin front of her.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
|'ve seen nore than enough clinica
cases to know you're not one of them
You're clearly better off with famly.

She hands a copy of the signed formto Aubrey.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Gve this to the adm ssions nurse at
the front desk.
(to Penny)
Don't nake ne sorry | signed that. |
don't like to be wong.

Penny and Aubrey push back their chairs and stand.

PENNY
You won't be. | prom se.

AUBREY
Thank you so nuch!
I NT. GRUZEWSKI'S CAR - DAY

Keith drives, Aubrey and Penny in the back seat. Penny l|ies
with her head in Aubrey's |ap, holds Aubrey's hand.

Aubrey's ot her hand caresses Penny's head.

They ride silently for a nonent, enjoying the breeze rushing
in through open w ndows.

Penny noves her head to get a better | ook at Aubrey. Their
eyes neet, and they | ook into each others' healing souls.
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Penny and Aubrey pick up the pieces of broken mrror, drop
themin a hard plastic wastebasket.

PENNY
I"mreally sorry about this.
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AUBREY
It's okay. We'll get another one.
You woul d be harder to repl ace.

PENNY
Careful, watch your foot.

Penny picks up a shard so Aubrey won't step on it.

PENNY

Are they gonna nmake you pay for it?
AUBREY

No, | just told the landlord it fell.

They' || put another one in later

this week.

They are silent a nonent, still gathering up broken gl ass.

PENNY

GQuess we'l|l have to do each others

makeup until then, huh?

AUBREY
| guess we will.

Aubrey | ooks at Penny, pushes Penny's hair out of her eyes.

AUBREY
But that's what sisters do, right?

They share a wonderful, loving smle.

I NT. AUBREY'S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Aubrey lies on her side, asleep.

Qutside the room the floor CREAKS under Penny's feet as she
approaches, stops in the doorway.

Aubrey stirs, picks up her head and tries to focus her eyes.
Penny wal ks softly to the bed, lies down in front of Aubrey.
Aubrey puts her arm across Penny, and they snuggl e together.
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Aubrey folds an onelette onto a plate, sets it in front of
Penny at the table.

AUBREY
There you are! Sausage and pi neappl e.

Penny cuts into the steamng eggs with a fork, blows on a
large bite, eats it like the finest delicacy inaginable.
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PENNY
Mmm How do you nake sonething so
good that you can't even eat?

Aubrey sits down with her own breakfast, a |arge pancake.
She shrugs, smling.

PENNY
So when's Keith com ng back?

AUBREY
Wien we're ready for him

Aubrey indi cates Penny's bandages.

AUBREY
How s your arnf?

PENNY
Ch it's fine. Kinda itches, though.

She scratches her armwith the handl e of her fork.

PENNY
| thought you started work today?

AUBREY
| told them | need another week. Had
to spend sonme tinme with famly.
Penny is all smles.

PENNY
Feel |ike goin" out tonight?

AUBREY
Are you well enough for that?

PENNY
I"mfine! Wiat would you |like to do?

Aubrey thinks it over for a nonent.

I NT. BAR - N GHT
Aubrey sings a fun, upbeat nunber on the karaoke stage.

Wiile not a great singer, she has a pleasant voice, and only
seens a little self-conscious.

Penny is in the CROAD, |oving this.

The song ends, and Aubrey receives a healthy appl ause. She
smles and bows as Penny | eaps on stage and takes the mc.
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PENNY
Al right, let's hear it for ny little
sister!

The crowd cheers and appl auds agai n. Aubrey graciously accepts
t he renewed enthusiasm for her performance.

PENNY
Thank you Aubrey, that was |ovely.
And in return, I would like to

dedi cate this song to you. Because
every word of it is as true now as
the day you were born...when | first
sang it to you.

The song begi ns: Bobby Helns' "M Special Angel". Penny sings
in her lovely voice, her gaze focused on Aubrey.

PENNY
You are mny special angel...sent from
up above. ..
Aubrey sm | es.
PENNY

The lord smled down on ne...and
sent an angel to love...you are ny
speci al angel...right from paradise...

Aubrey is suddenly flooded with happy tears, as nenory and
enmotion hit her |ike a wave.

PENNY
I know that you' re an angel...heaven
IS in your eyes...

Aubrey | ooks up at Penny, eyes dripping over with | ove.

PENNY
A smle fromyour lips brings the
sumrer sunshine...the tears from
your eyes bring the rain..

Aubrey w pes away the tears on her face.

PENNY
| feel your touch...your warm
enbrace...and |'min heaven again..

Aubrey can't take anynore and goes onstage, waps her arns
around Penny and hol ds her tighter than ever.

Penny drops the mc and hugs Aubrey, holding her just as
tightly.

Wth the lights on themand the crowmd in the dark, it's |ike
they're the only ones in the room
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The Bobby Hel ns version of the song continues on the
soundt r ack.

BOBBY HELMS (V. Q.)
You are mny special angel...through
eternity...

Aubrey and Penny rock back and forth on their feet, slow
danci ng, hol di ng each ot her cl ose.

BOBBY HELMS (V. Q.)
['1'l have ny special angel...here to
wat ch over me...here to watch over
ne. ..

Aubrey and Penny are in each other's arns, Aubrey's head on
her big sister's shoul der, eyes closed, face content.

BACKUP SI NGERS (V. Q)
Angel , angel ... whoah- oh- oh-oh-oh..

The song cones to a beautiful, gentle conclusion, with the
two sisters as close again as they once were.

FADE OUT
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