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ACT |
Scene #1 What's Your Name Dear ?

It’s 1999 early norning lights cone up on CGuy’'s
and Dol |’ s" Diner Hollywood California. Decorated
like a typical diner "Hollywod style". The diner
is not open yet; A pretty young waitress "Zooey"
is fixing coffee and setting the counter it’'s her
1st day. A cook, the owner "GJY'" can be seen

t hrough a small w ndow behi nd the counter working
in the kitchen. Loud banging is heard on the front
door.

(BANG, BANG, BANG) (BANG BANG BANG)

QY
Zooey- quick go open the door, go open the door, hurry
up, I Il never hear the end of it! damm it!
| forgot to unlock it ,god forbid the door is |ocked
when "he" conmes ,we’'re not even open till 6 and "He"

comes whenever he wants to, who the hell does he think
he is anyway- a novie star or sonething? (to
hi nsel f)that was yesterday ol d man

Zooey hurries to open the | ocked front door, as
she does the door is pushed open inward pushi ng
Zooey back and Marlon enters in wheel chair, oxygen
tank in tow

MARLON ( AGl TATED)
DO YOU KNOW HOW LONG |’ VE BEEN COM NG HERE?! 1’ ve been
com ng here! ??

ZOCEY
(startled and taken back not expecting
to see an angry old man)
uh, um no?

MARL ON
(still agitated and now a little confused | ooks at
Zooey)
well... neither dol , but it’s been a long tinme! Wit
a second... W the hell are you?

GQUY (FROM THE KI TCHEN)
Don’t you scare that girl, she’'s brand new, she doesn’t
need to be harassed by you in her first 15 mnutes(to
hinsel f)l swear every girl, every tine!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

MARLON
rel ax you greasy fry cook,

MARLON CONT. .. (TO ZOOEY SM LI NG AND CHARM NG NOW
| m not harassing you sweetie am|?

Marl on starts to roll hinself towards "his" table

ZOOEY
(not affected by who "Marlon" i5s)
no, harass nme?, | took karate classes so | can't be
harassed, although | was harassed in the fourth grade
by Billy Sherman but , | nean no, your not sir, can |

hel p you sir?

MARLON
WOW | isten the only way you could help nme honey is if
you had a tinme machine and we could take a trip back to
56, if not, then no you can’t, what did you say your
name was?

Zooey clunsily drops the silverware as she tries
to draw her order pad and pen out from her apron
as she bends down to pick it up , Marlon stares at
her bendi ng over

MARLON( MARLON TO AUDI ENCE)
Now this is why | still get up!

ZOOEY
oh ny god, I"'mso clunsy, 1lst day jitters, sorry,l
al ways get so nervous, things always go wong, what
made nme think, | could be waitress nmuch | ess an
actress,oh never mnd, | never do anything right,
it’s just,l’msorry, what did you ask nme sir?

MARLON
your name dear, it was your name?

ZOOEY (VERY QUI CKLY)
It’s Claire sir, of course that’s the nane ny nmama gave
me, but ny stage nane is "Zooey", but | amsure
| haven’t done anything you ve seen, | have been on 2
audi tions but they were both very brief in fact the 1st
one, a nean worman just said "THANK YOU' before | said
one word, the other seened as if it was for nore
experienced girls, they kept asking nme if willing to do
scenes from behind? | told them| never did any
docunentaries but | wanted to learn they said they’|
call me-

( CONTI NUED)
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MARLON
K, Caire |'"'m"BUD' say where did you cone fromCaire
or Zooey?

ZOOEY ( VERY QUI CKLY)
we'll just now? or before? Do you nean where | was
born, or | just noved here from back east so, do you
mean where | noved fron? O do you nean where | cone
fromcareer wise cause I'mnot really a waitress well |

amnow but I'mreally an actress, well | also just cane
fromkitchen right before you canme in did you nean
that? What did you nean sir,oh! | did again, sorry
MARLON
what?... (to the audi ence)what she say?
GQUY (FROM THE KI TCHEN)
take it easy on her old nman, |’ mwarning you...!
MARLON

(to audi ence)

take it easy on her is

he kidding,...-Just get ne ny
cof f ee, " Speedy"” Zooey, you sit!)

ZOCEY,
sit?

MARLON
yes, please sit down with me , have sonme coffee? I'm
lonely old man just want to talk with you for a while

ZOCEY
wth you, now?, no | couldn't- It's ny first day,|’1I
get fired, that would be great, get fired on ny first
day! No thank you, | should just get to work- or
"1l be just sittin on the bricks

Zooey, |ooks for Quy in the Kitchen, but he cannot

be seen
MARLON CONT. . .
It’s hitting the bricks, conme’on don't worry, | told
you |’ ve been com ng here for,...?(still trying to
recall)we’ll | told you before, it’s a long tine! and

that nmakes nme a VIP in this dunp
MARLON ( AG TATED)

yelling to Guy in kitchen
Speaki ng of dunp, where’s that coffee dummy?! Bring ne

my regular will ya??! and don't forget the extra
whi pped cream on those silver dollars, (he | ooks at
Zooey) |l | ove whi pped cream | love it!

( CONTI NUED)
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ZOOEY
Me too,of course | |ove strawberries, do you |ike
strawberries? | bet you do, I'll get it- no Quy
wai t'WAIT! I’ get it for you sir, please- let ne take

your order, it is ny job after all and | have to do ny
j ob, what good is a job if you can’t do it? Mama al ways
said if it worth doing, then do it right, of course
daddy always said; let the other guy do it, if you
think can get away with it so-

(Marlon cuts her off)

MARLON
-No! let EIl Slow Poke Get it for nme, he knows how
like it. I told you, nowif you want to keep you job
you' Il sit down and |let the Mexican bandit over there
get the goods OK? | not gonna bite honey, | don’'t even
have ny chonpers anynore,... conme on dear, did you have
coffee yet oh never mnd- (yells to Guy again)

"SHORTY! "Bri ng Zooey a cup of Joe and a short stack
W th strawberries and extra whi pped cream too!, and
hurry it up!, Ceese, he’'s as slow as nol asses in
January!

Zooey reluctantly sits down with Marlon- CGuy
enters dining roomfromthe kitchen with the

cof fee and pancakes for both Marlon and Zooey, he
gives Marlon an angry glare as he places it down
in front of him Marlon smles back at him
defiantly.

Bl ack Qut
END SCENE 1
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ACT |

Scene #2 The Audition

Lights Up on studio casting waiting roomday tine.
Zooey is nervously waiting with 3 other girls all
dressed exactly like her, she is reading from sone
sides, the 3 are gossiping

#1
| heard he only picks the ones he wants to... well you
know

#2
what, wants to dance with!?

#3
Hey, | can dance!

#1
Not that kind of dance honey, unless you want to be
known for that.

#2

they all had to do it at sone point, |I know for a fact
that Caneron Diaz did and Rosie Perez definitely slept
wi th Spi ke Lee

#3

Hey, | didn’t know Caneron Diaz was a dancer?
coupl e of beats pass and
Grl#1 is checking her conpact mrror

#1

Look if he wants to put nme in his novie...well you know
agirl has to do what a girl has to do right?

The casting door opens, Grl#l1 is called in
Zooey is just sitting quietly, but is visibly
thrown by the conversation fearing she will have
to submt to the "casting couch”

CASTI NG ASSI STANT

G RL

OK, who's 1st!?, cone on in

#1 CONTI NUED
And this girl is going to do what she has to do... too.

Grl #1 walks in confidently and the casting door
cl oses behi nd her

( CONTI NUED)
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ZOCEY
Is that true? Did all of those actresses have to do
that to get parts in novies?

G RL #2 ( SARCASTI CALLY)
Yes it is true, what did you think they good actors
where are you from anyway, another m d-west farmgirl
t hi nks she can nmake it w thout using her assets?

G RL #3
Don't listen to her, she's bitter cause she al ready
used all her assets and still isn't fanous
Grl # 2 gives Grl # 3 the finger and a nean
gl are and sticks her tongue out at her
ZOOEY

| could never do that!
G RL #2
your never gonna nmake it out here sweetie, why don’'t

you take your little farmass back to |owa or wherever
your fromand go mlk your cows

ZOCEY
It’'s Wsconsin, and we nmake cheese!

Upset Zooey gets up and storns off

G RL #2
Go ahead and go honey! See ya!

END SCENE #2
Scene #3 Mamm's Cal

Lights Up on "Quys & Dolls" it’s norning

Marlon is already at his table nursing his coffee
Zooey is seated with himbut get up and picks up
t he breakfast plates and heads towards the

ki tchen, just then the diner phone rings on the
line is Zooey' s mama, guy calls out;

(RRNG... RRNG.. RING..)

QJY (FROM THE Kl TCHEN)
@Quys & Dolls Hollywood...Hello this is GQuy?..
Hol d on. .. Zooey! Pick Up!You got a call, it’s your
mama!

Zooey puts the plates down and runs to get the
phone through Guy’'s w ndow,

( CONTI NUED)
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ZOCEY

MAVA

Oh ny God! | was supposed to call her last night, she
probably thinks, |I was kidnapped and taken away! She’ s
al ways saying, |I'd forget ny own nane if it wasn't
tattooed well you know. ..

she takes the phone from Guy at the w ndow
(Mama can heard on the phone)

(ON PHONE WORRI ED AND HURRI ED)

Claire? Claire are you there Claire...? | can't hear
you dear? Why didn't you call? | got so worried, | know
it’s a different tinezone there but you know how you
father gets after he eats Brussels sprouts, | don’t
have to tell you, he just blows up and so when you
didnt call 1 was frantic, oh, | hope your OK honey are
you eating, | know you don’t eat right, did you get the
part on that show you were tal king about? California
4012977

ZOCEY

MAVA

No marma, it’s Beverly Hills 90210, and no | didn't,
there was an awful girl there who was trying to date
the director- oh it doesn't matter,|’ m never gonna be
fanmous, |I’'lIl never be a star, | wll always be just a
nobody who cones from cheese-ville Wsconsin.

Marl on |istening but pretends not to hear the
conversati on he continues to nurse the coffee
sl oy

Ch cone now baby girl, | know how hard it’s been but
you’' ve wanted this ever since your were a little girl
pretending to be a novie star, renenber how you used to
run around all dressed up as dint Eastwood in Dirty
Harry so cute with that little squint in your eye and
your daddy’s jacket and oh that big 44 pistol, oh | can
see you now pointing at ne "nmana nmake ny day" you
remenber (mama starts to get teary over the phone)

ZOCEY

Stop it mama, Il never be dint Eastwood,and |’ |
never even get to neet himeither!l’ll never make it
here! Mama, | have to go, please | have custoners
now, you know you shouldn’t call ne at work, 1’'I1 cal
you later mama, | gotta go! Bye mana Bye

Zooey, tosses the phone back through the w ndow
and | ooks over at Marlon then runs off stage
crying, Quy cones out of kitchen wth coffee pot
in hand wal ks to Marl on

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

QY
More cof fee?

MARL ON
Filler up ny am go, say what’s with that one?
when we had our breakfast she was fine? Now she's
sobbi ng hysterically about some |ousy acting role?

She wants to be a star,...like you man star, she has
those dam stars in her eyes, we’'ve seen it before so
many tines,they all conme and they go

MARLON
A star huh? I"'mnot a star, |I'’mjust |ike you Pedro,
kidding... @Quy,...I'’mjust like you , were all the
same, but she's different, (Marlon suddenly has to
| eave)
| need to have a little sit down with a friend, | gotta
go Pancho, help ne outta here will ya?!

GQuy hel ps Marlon fromthe table Marlon Exits in a
hurry out off stage, guy wal ks to kitchen, lights
down

BLACK QUT END ACT #1



ACT 2
Scene #1 The Sit Down

Lights up on Marlon’s |iving roomdaytine Marlon
is on a lounge chair with his feet up, there is
phone on a snmall table next to the I ounge he is
eating Ice creamw th whi pped cream Marlon’s
phone rings it’'s security telling hima guest has
arrived his old friend and agent Jay Cantor he’s
very old also now and is retired fromthe "Bl Z"

MARLON ( MOUTH FULL)
what?!...CK, let himalready will ya, is this Sanchez?
Sanchez, | told you- why do you call ne every tine one
of nmy friends cones? you are supposed to call ne only
if I don’t know who it is?

SANCHEZ ( ON PHONE HEAVY SPANI SH ACCENT)
M. Marlon, you told nme not |et anyone in?? | only
doi ng what you say, | don’'t know you know hi n?? He only
say he Jay?? He not say he’s; Jay-M. Marlon's friend?

MARLON
oh forget it! Let himin, let himin will ya! and nake
sure i know t hem next tine!

Mar | on hangs up and continues to eat his ice
cream Jay is behind Marlon’s door but the door is
| ocked, Jay starts to knock, Marlon struggles to
get up off the | ounge after he wal ks to the door
and tries to open the lock on the door which is

st uck.

(knock knock knock)

JAY
Marl on? are you in there Marlon?, |’mhere, it only
took me 7 hours with the "fa-cock-ta" traffic but I’m
her e!

MARL ON
Hold on hold on, it’'s locked, I'Il get it, hold on wll
ya!

JAY
K K

MARLON
wait wait, I'Il get it , it’s stuck! Let ne push it,

( CONTI NUED)
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JAY
Marlon just slide it, just slide it

MARLON
hold on! hold On, it’s stuck!, let ne get the kid, the
kid will fix it- Julio... Julio!

JAY
no no, Marlon,just cal mdown and slide it Marlon Just
slide it!

MARLON

XK wait let me slide it,..(it opens) what you think- I
never opened a door before?

t he door | ock opens Marlon pulls the door open
qui ckly Jay is standing there

MARLON
Alright, cone in already... how the hell are you ny
little bub-a-la, it’s been to long ny friend

JAY
Marl on, | see you renenber your Yiddish! You supposed

be out of that chair and doing all that heavy lifting?

MARLON
you know better, what heavy lifting?

JAY
t hat spoon over there in the ice creamtub lifting to
your nout h? Just ki ddi ng Bud, where’s that nurse, you
| ook great...

MARLON
well you look |ike shit-1 was gonna kick your rear end
for a second there, alright sit dowmn | need to talk to

you
Marl on and Jay sit down together and continue
t heir conversation seated
JAY
listen Bud, | was your agent for 40 years, you know I

woul d do anything for you and | have-
Godf ather music is heard and fades behi nd Marl on

MARLON (I N GODFATHER VA CE)
Good cause renenber that tinme when | said you d owe ne
a favor and that one day | would call on you to perform
a service, that day has cone and | need you to honor
our friendship...

( CONTI NUED)
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musi ¢ fades and ends

JAY

Marl on, when | said anything , | didn’t nean...?
MARLON

no no no, you idiot, | need you to talk to Lou what’s

hi s name?? uh?? you know? Col dneyer? Col dfi nger or

what ever his nane is,over at Universal and tell himIl’m
calling in ny marker, | have ringer for himand nake
this happen or else I'll, well never mnd what |'ll do
but I want this girl nade into a star and she’s got the
talent to be one, you just tell himthat OK don't |et
me down bub-a-la, say, you want sonething to eat stay
for lunch? wait -1'I1 get the girl to nake it- Tehana!

JAY
no thank you, | ate before |I came- Marlon who is this
girl? Wiy do you-

MARLON
No questions! what did you have?

JAY
What do nean no questions, what’s her nane at |east? |
need to know t hat?

MARLON
no questions answer nme? \Wat did you have for |unch?

JAY
Oh, um chi cken sal ad?

MARLON
Chi cken sal ad! her nanme is Zooey Canal ? Denal ? or
sonet hi ng Zooey for crying out |oud fromWsconsin find
out from Guy, how many can there be in LA? Any way | ust
get her with Goldfarts he' |l know what to do with
her... - Now back to lunch, chicken salad huh, ..
haven’t had chicken salad in years..

Jay stares at Marlon for a nonent lights fade to
bl ack

END SCENE #1 ACT 2
Act 2 Scene #2 Perks

Li ghts up on Marlon’s living roomMarlon sits and
resunes with his tub of ice creamand contenpl ates
his feelings on his own fanme and place in
Hol | ywood hi story.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARLON
Living as long as | have and as hard as | have tried to
study human nature, and |I’ve tried. | have cone to
truly understand the true nature, the allure of
fanme. | did only a handful of interviews over the
years and they are essentially all the sane, | told the
sane old story, we're all actors, |I’mnot any
different, we all act in everyday life, | told them|l
never enjoyed being a novie star, hocking ny novies for
studios, | told them| was just another shnoe who got
lucky. Well I’"mhere to tell you,... It was all a | oad
of crap!

| worked at it! Fucking hard to becone a fanpbus star,in
t he begi nning, day after day the redundancy of Broadway

and theater and then later, | worked even harder to
mai ntain the illusion of not wanting it, not wanting
the fanme and fortune that cones with it, | worked...

The real truth is, being a the nost fanobus actor in the
world a novie star wwth every perk you can have on this
earth and then sone was great! Wiat did you think I was
going to say it sucked? Well it didn't! | had it all!,
any tinme, any way, all the tinel Christ, |I still have
my own fucking island! (laughing) Ha! Fooling the
establishnment, the press, was so nuch fun and that’s
what fed me, nourished ne, | kept the inage up ny
entire career..

Marl on takes a nonent to refl ect

Speaki ng of the establishnment, | still have a few
strings | can pull in this town and | am going to pul
them for her. You know why? Cause | can. | could have
hel ped ny own daughter but... maybe not... maybe that’s
why,.. she reminds ne a little bit of her,..

daughter... if | could have done nore, well, who knows,

t hi ngs m ght have turned out different.

So Like | said before because | can and because. ..

| know it will rmake her happy... and besides, those
strings | have to pull are the only thing | have |eft
of nmy stardom.. these are now ny perks of fanme. And
you know what, 1’1l be God dammed if | don’t pull them
before I’ m dead.

Marl on grabs the ice creamtub and starts digging
through it looking for little chocol ate pieces
which he can’'t find any nore he calls out to his
nurse who is off stage

MARLON CONT. .

Tehana! Tehana!, where the hell is she now ? probably
taki ng a nap!

( CONTI NUED)
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Tehana answers from of f stage

TEHANA ( OFF STAGE)
Yes M. Cranky pants?? How can | can hel p you now?

MARLON
Wi pped cream Whi pped Cream dam it! Wiy el se would |
call you?! Now,!WII| you get ne sone nore God damed
whi pped creani

Marlon digs at the ice creamtub and the lights
f ade

END SCENE 2 ACT 2
Act #2 Scene #3

Li ghts up on Guys diner, Zooey is al one behind the
counter, nusic cones in

ZOCEY (SI NG NG
|"mthe one who they called a dreaner, |I'’mthe one they
cal | ed nerd-

every time | try so hard and every tinme |I’m never heard

| took the classes, | learned the ropes,
| took my chances and | raised ny hopes

But, I was let down, | was hung up, | was |et down,
now ny tinmes up

|"’mthe the one they called so silly, they all said |
| aughed too | oud

They don’t know how | ong the road is they don’t how
hard 1’ ve tried,

| took the odds, and rolled the dice
now ny |ucks run out-

| was let down,.. | was hung up, |’ve been shot down
now it’s too nuch-

|’mthe one they called a dreaner, the dream ng i s not
so hard to do, it’s the dreamthat keeps you going,
hangi ng on and hoping too, but it’'s that dream never
realized just kills a part of you-

Cause, | was let down, | was hung up, | was |let down,
now ny tines up

| was let down,.. | was hung up, |’ve been shot down
now it’s too nuch-

( CONTI NUED)
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( REPEAT LAST 2 verse and end song)

14.



