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FADE | N:

I NT. LIQUOR STORE - NI GHT

KACEY, early 30s, spent her life under the bottle, counts
out change at the cashier's counter. She digs in her pockets.

CASHI ER

Kacey, it's alright. You' re good.
KACEY

No, no | have enough. It's somewhere.
CASHI ER

You're good. I'll see you tonorrow

Kacey raises her bottle in gratitude and | eaves.

| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT HALLWAY - NI GHT
Peel ed paint and rusted rails. The place should be destroyed.
An eviction notice sits on a door. Kacey stares at it.

KACEY
Shit.

She pulls it down and heads i nside.

| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
No better than outside. Clothes and garbage litter the place.

A sel f-hel p audi o book on substance abuse plays. Kacey,
with a cigarette in hand, m ndlessly watches a show on nute.

The hal f downed bottle of l|iquor dangles in her fingertips.

CHEERS from next door break the nonent. Kacey sits up and
| ooks at a picture on her light stand.

Picture: Kacey, a two-year-old girl, and her husband sml e.

| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Kacey stands in the doorway of a children's roomthat hasn't
been touched in years. Kacey absentm ndedly flicks the |ight
on and off as she stares into the roomand dri nks.

ROCK MUSI C bl ares from next door. Kacey cringes.



| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT HALLWAY - NI GHT

Kacey bangs on a door. JASQN, 21, asshole, answers.

KACEY
Hey, Jason right? Do you m nd keeping
it dowmn? | could hear you guys --
JASON

" m having a party.

KACEY
Yes | can see, and definitely hear
that fromny apartnent.

JASON
Great. So do you m nd?

Jason starts to close the door but Kacey stops him

KACEY
Coul d you turn it down? Just a
little. 1 know how it was at your
age, so l'mnot trying to --
JASON

You can relate? Oh, awesone. Since
we shared such simlarities in our
youth, 1'Il definitely turn it down.

KACEY
| don't want to be an asshol e here.

JASON
You don't think it's too | ate?

They stare at each other. Jason eyes the bottle in her hand.

JASON
| saw the note on your door there.
You' re not even going to be living
here for that | ong.
(gestures to bottle)
Maybe you should just get back to
your party.

Jason cl oses the door. Kacey starts to wal k away but stops.
She bangs on Jason's door one last tine. Jason answers.

JASON
This is |ike, harassnent or sonething.

Kacey enpties the rest of her bottle on his fl oor.



JASON
VWhat the fuck?

Kacey |lights a match and holds it over the floor.
KACEY
You're right, I'mwon't be living
here anynore.
Jason stares at the crazy woman t hen shouts i nside.
JASON
Yo, turn the nusic down!
| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Kacey has the phone to her ear.
KACEY
Hey, big sis, what's been going on?
I NT. EMVA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Emma, md 30s, great contrast to Kacey, struggles to put on
a pair of socks on a little girl who hunms a song.

EMVA
Frank and | are taking Vickie to see
a novie if she'll get in these socks.

Way, what is it this tinme?

| NTERCUT

Kacey eyes her eviction notice.

KACEY
| can't call just to see how you
guys are doi ng?
EMVA
So you don't have a favor to ask ne?
KACEY
You're always on ny ass. | just

wanted to say hi for fuck sakes.

EMVA
You' re drunk. Goodbye.

KACEY
Ema, wait!



EMVA
What ?

A | ong pause.
EMVA

Keep drinking your |ife away, Kacey.
Just keep drinking up.

Emma hangs up. Kacey holds the phone for a while.

for her bottle but it's enpty.

EXT. LA STREETS - N GHT

She goes

The sketchy part of town. Kacey shivers fromthe cold as

she wal ks past conveni ence stores.

She approaches STEPHAN, knows his ways around the streets,

standing at a corner with a group of friends.

KACEY
Hey, Stephan | need to talk to you.

STEPHAN
Crazy Kacey, what can | do you for?

KACEY
| asked you not to call ne that.
| " m bei ng evicted, and you know
can't go back to the shelters anynore.

STEPHAN
Yeah, | heard about that. | also
heard you |l ost your job at the mll.
KACEY
No, that's talk. You know peopl e
t al k.
STEPHAN

They said you was drunk again. Sone
brot her alnost lost his arm

KACEY
| don't know what that's all about.
| know | have to get ny ass up
tonmorrow norning and go to work, |
know that. | just need a little
nmoney to get ne by for this nonth.
"1l pay you back in tw weeks.

STEPHAN
Get outta here, Kacey.



KACEY
' m serious Stephan.

STEPHAN
Yeah? You serious?

St ephan pulls out a stack of noney and pulls out sone bills.

STEPHAN
A grand. Take it.

Kacey eyes the noney with suspicion.

STEPHAN
Two weeks, right? | trust you.

Kacey stuffs her hands in her pocket. Stephan puts it away.
STEPHAN
| Iike you Kacey. But you don't
want to owe ne.
He slides a twenty in her pocket and nods to a |liquor store.

STEPHAN
Go out with a |l ast hoorah.

Kacey takes the twenty out and gl ares at stephan.
STEPHAN
Don't be acting all noble on ne. |
know you. W all know you.

Kacey continues to glare at him

| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT HALLWAY - NI GHT
Kacey stunbles up the steps with a bottle of |iquor in hand.
She gets to her door and sees it cracked open.

KACEY
VWhat the hell?

She pushes it open an sees her tv is m ssing.
Kacey runs to Jason's apartnent and bangs on the door.
KACEY
You son of a bitch! Gve it back to
me, you asshole! Qpen the door!

Jason swi ngs open the door with a grin. He eyes the booze.



JASON
VWhat are you babbling about out here?

KACEY
Just give ne back ny television, and
| won't call the cops on you.

JASON
You had a break in? | didn't hear
anyt hing, ny nusic nust have been up
too loud. You should renenber to
| ock your door, or sonebody coul d
steel that cute teady-bear you have
on your shelf right above the --

Kacey tries to run inside but Jason pushes her back.

JASON
Cal m down, crazy Kacey.

Her bottle slips fromher hand and falls down the steps.

KACEY
No!

Kacey runs after it. Jason |aughs.
JASON
Keep on drinking, crazy Kacey. Keep
drinking your |ife away.
Kacey stops md way down the steps. She watches the |iquor
pour out onto the floor.
| NT. KACEY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Kacey stares at her phone.

She picks it up and dials.

EXT. CAR - N GHT

Emma stands outside the theater wwth her phone. Vickie and
EMVA' S HUSBAND pl ay around behind her as they wait.

EMVA
VWhat do you want? We're about to
head hone.

| NTERCUT

Kacey holds the picture of her old famly.



KACEY
How re you doi ng, Emma?

EMVA

Just get sone sleep, Kacey. W'l
talk in the norning.

KACEY
| mss them | mss them everyday.

Kacey stares at the tonb of her kid s bedroom

KACEY
| still can hear her running around
t he house singing. She loved to
si ng.
EMVA
Cet sone sl eep, Kacey.
KACEY
If | could see her. O hear her.

Just once. ..
Kacey weeps.
Enmma shakes her head.
Kacey stares ahead, eyes red and puffy.
A pause.

VI CKI E
(on phone)

Moy ?

Kacey | ooks up.

Emma hol ds the phone to Vickie's ear.

VI CKI E
Mommy, | mss you. How are you?

Kacey smles, for the very first tine.

FADE OUT
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