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BLACK

The sound of strong wi nd rushes through the air. Wth it,
the sound of sand as it beats against itself. A slow fade
fromthe darkness reveals:

EXT. SAND VALLEY - N GHT

...a steel cable, bouncing up and down in the wi nd, held
tight, parallel to the ground. Sand is bl ow ng through the
air. The distance is sand, the ground- sand, and the air-
sand.

DAVI D
(V.0)
It wasn’t always like this. Before
t he sand. ..

The cabl e continues bouncing lightly in the wind, still
tight and alone, the sand swirling around it and then away
into the distance.

Two pol es held down by |arge concrete bl ocks hold the cable
tightly, and then it continues on into the infinite
di st ance.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
(V.0)
Before the war. ..

EXT. MOUNTAINS - MORNI NG

The area is evenly divided between two groups. Both have
structural defenses guarding a few nen. In front of each
barri cade stands an arny, heavily arnored and ready.

The two | arge groups of nen begin to run towards each ot her
atop a snowcovered battlefield, nuskets drawn. A faint
battle cry echoes through the air as the nmen run.

Behi nd them stand rows of arnored nen. Their hands pull ed
back, energy flows fromthe air itself into their hands. On
one side, fireballs formin their hands. On the other, orbs
of water.

Just as the nmen clash in the niddle of the frozen
battlefield, the fireballs and orbs of water fling fromthe
men’ s hands towards each other. Gunfire echoes off the
mountain wal | s.

The water turns to ice as it hurls through the air. The fire
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CONTI NUED: 2.

expl odes as it smashes into people and the ground. Snoke
begins to cloud everything, making it inpossible to see.

FADE TO BLACK

DAVI D
(V.0)
Bef ore everything began to die.

EXT. PAST VALLEY - DAY

A gravel road stretches into the distance, where snow
covered nmountains line the horizon. Along both sides of the
road are small trees, young and flush. Beyond the trees, a
smal | patch of lush grass, and then fields of crops.

DAVI D
(V.0)
Bef ore we knew what the Bal ance was
doing to our planet.

The cl osest tree, however, is not full of life. Its |eaves
are brown and wilted. They begin to fall fromit one by one,
qui cker and qui cker. As the bark begins to turn gray, the
remai ning trees begin to do the sane.

In a slow fade the road becones:

EXT. SAND VALLEY - N GHT

...the cable. It still bounces tightly in the wind. The sand
bl ows hard and steady, never relaxing. Never letting up it’s
recurring beating against the Earth.

A hand grasps tightly against the cable. Large | eather
gl oves cover the flesh, protecting themfromthe sand. The
arms and wist are also covered with thick |eather.

The figure of a man, DAVID, caucasian 35, slowy noves his
way t hrough the sand, pulling hinself against the w nd.
Hol ding tightly to the cable, he never has both hands free.

He is carrying a large | eather satchel with a thick | eather
strap. Wth one step it alnost falls fromhis shoul der, but
he pauses nonentarily as it hangs on his elbow and flutters
in the w nd.

David waps his left armaround the cable to keep steady,
and carefully noves the satchel back to his shoul der.

Before continuing, David wpes dirt and sand from his thick
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goggles. His head is covered in a thick cloth hat, as well
as a bandana over his nouth. Barely any skin is open to the
pi erci ng sand.

He wi pes the goggles again and squints his eyes tightly at
the cable. They line is frayed.

In the distance a faint blurred box is barely visible. Hone.

David begins to pull hinself faster, using both hands as he
noves to the dark blurred box.

When Davi d reaches his hone it is a | arge wooden cabin,
resenbling a barn.

He grips the cable tightly, and uses his other hand to pul
open the front door to the cabin.

He struggles a bit, using his whole body weight to nove the
door against the wind. It opens only a few inches and gets
caught in the sand.

He pulls again and the satchel smashes into the ground,
throwi ng off David s balance. He falls to the ground beside
the satchel, and quickly reaches for the cable.

It is out of his reach. He scoots hinself across the ground,
staying low to avoid being thrown away in the wind. After a
nmonment he reaches the cable, and pulls hinself to it.

The satchel is al nost conpletely covered in sand. David
W pes his goggles once with his free hand. The | eather strap
is still around his wist.

He spins his wist to tighten the strap around it, and pulls
the satchel out of the sand back to his body. He frees his
hand and before picking up the satchel he pulls the door
once nore, opening it enough to get through.

David pulls the bag a little closer, and with a | oud grunt
tosses it through the open door. He places a hand inside the
door and pulls hinself into the cabin.

I NT. CABI N, SAND ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

David's sil houette stands in front of the open door and
reaches out into the sand for the handle. He grasps it, and
pulls the door shut with all his mght. Darkness.

Davi d | eans against the wall, breathing deeply and gathering
hi nsel f fromthe wal k.
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He sets the satchel close to the door that |eads to the
inside of the cabin. He pulls the dirty goggles fromhis
head and drops themto the floor. H's face is covered in
dirt and small cuts.

H's face is rough, rigid, and hairy. He is exhausted and
dirty. H's novenents are slow and careful.

He renoves his cloth hat and drops it to the floor. Next he
renoves the gloves, and then his boots. He renpbves his thick
| eat her jacket and sets it on a nearby chair. He renoves his
thick | eather pants, and reveals cloth pants beneath.

Finally, he renoves a dirty and sweat stained white t-shirt
and drops it to the floor. He looks to his right shoul der
where a nassive bruise has forned fromthe strap of the

sat chel

David picks up the satchel and steps through a large cloth
curtain into his cabin.

I NT. CABIN, LIVING SPACE - N GHT

Davi d steps cautiously through the dark as he stunbl es
trying to find a chair. Sand litters the wood fl oor. Faint
wheezing is buried behind the darkness.

DAVI D

(dry)
Mart a.

Davi d continues making his way through the small cabin. He
bunps his shin on a chair and stops.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)

(dry)
Marta, are you awake?

He places the satchel onto the chair and un-snaps it. He
pulls out a small w apped package and places it on the
t abl e.

He pulls out a couple of cans of food and places them on the
table. David then pulls out two |arge bottles of water and
sets one on the table.
David licks his |ips.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)

(dry)
Marta, |’ve brought you sone water.

( CONTI NUED)
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Taking a bottle with him he noves again through the
darkness. His feet trudge through shallow sand; it covers
the entire floor.

David wal ks slowy toward the wheezi ng MARTA, caucasi an 34,
his hand extended to feel his way in the dark.

Hs fingers lightly brushed the top of a chair that sat next
to Marta’s bed. David sank into the chair, still breathing
deepl y.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)

(dry)
How do you feel ?

Marta only continues wheezi ng.

Davi d opens the bottle of water and leans it to Marta's
nout h. She takes a small sip.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
(dry)
Do you renmenber when we were
chil dren, Marta?

Davi d dabs m nute anmounts of water onto Marta's skin and
snmooths it over her with his hand.

He places his hand on her forehead.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)

(dry)
It’s getting better out there,
Marta. 1’1l need to replace the
cabl e again, but the wind seens
| ess harsh, so it shouldn’'t be as
hard as last tine. And the drop had
enough bottles of water so each of
us coul d have one.

Marta sighs heavily, pulling in as nuch oxygen as she can.

David dabs a small blot of water onto Marta's lips. He
qui ckly places the Iid back onto the bottle.

He | eans back in the chair, his body tired and saggi ng.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
(dry) . .
If only it could be like the way it
used to be. Renenber when we were
young?



EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY

A younger David, 15, is standing on one side of the field
while his little brother KARL, caucasian 13, is standing on
t he opposite side.

Karl’s hands are pulled back behind him A fireball slowy
spins between them

KARL
You ready?

Before David can answer Karl throws the ball as fast as he
can. A snoke trail follows the ball as it heads straight for
Davi d’ s head.

Seconds before the ball reaches David his hands fly above
his head. A wall of water pours out fromhis fingertips,
shielding himfromthe fireball

The ball bounces off the water wall and hisses into nothing
agai nst the grass.

Davi d’s hands drop, and the water vani shes, |eaving a snal
puddl e by his feet.

DAVI D
That nakes the fifth in a row
Aren’t you tired of this gane yet?

KARL
Not yet.

Karl runs quickly to his right into chest high crops.

KARL
See if you can hit me in here,
Davi d.

David pulls his armback |like he’s ready to throw a
basebal |

DAVI D
Ready?

David' s armbegins to glow slightly as electricity forns in
his hand fromthe air.

CHARLES
Boys.

David clenches his fist, the electricity pulling into his

arm He shakes it vigorously as he turns to his father,
CHARLES, caucasi an m d- 40s.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLES
You two need to stop.

Charl es places his hand onto David' s shoulder. He is a rough
man, worn fromworking in the fields.

CHARLES
Karl, come here. Now.

Charles leans in close to David' s ear and whi spers:

CHARLES
Karl is still a child. But you are
al nost a man. A man knows better
than to pull the Balance fromthe
Earth. And worse, you' ve been doing
it for play.

Kar| approaches the two. Charles | eans back and finishes his
sentence to the both of them

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
The Bal ance is for keeping plants
alive. For providing fresh water
For giving life to our Earth. It is
not to be abused any | onger.
Under st and?

Bot h of the boys nod.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Good. Now, | have a favor to ask
both of you. A new fam |y has noved
into the valley and needs help
bui | ding their hone. You boys w ||
go in my place. | nust tend to the
crops before dinner.

DAVI D
Yes, father. We'll represent the
famly well.

The boys begin wal king toward the road to the rest of the
val | ey.

CHARLES
Just see you get hone by nightfall.

Charl es stands by the fields for a nmonment watching his boys
wal k away. Hi s head drops and he wal ks to the house.



EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, ROAD - DAY

David and Karl walk slowy down the road. David is kicking
rocks into the grass.

Small trees line both sides of the road.

KARL
VWhat do you think they're Iike?

DAVI D
| don’t know. Maybe, they' Il be
nonsters with horns and | ong noses!

David acts out his words, making horns with his fingers on
top of his head.

KARL
Stop it, David. That’'s not funny.

David stands on his tip-toes making hinself taller, horns
still affixed to his head.

DAVI D
Rawr ! 11

KARL
St op.

A fireball fornms quickly in Karl’s hand. He lets it fly. It
sizzles to nothing at David s feet.

DAVI D
Karl .

David drops his hands to his sides, and lands flat on his
feet. He is very serious.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
Fat her said we can’t use the
Bal ance for playing.

KARL
|’msorry. It’'s just going to be
hard not to.

The boys continue wal king in silence.
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11

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

Charles enters through the front door of the cabin. He sits
in a white wooden chair and takes off his dirty boots. A
soft sigh cones from Charles as he | eans back in the chair.

H's head tilts over to a small plant on the window sill. The
plant is short, but vibrant green with healthy | eaves.

Charl es pushes hinself out of the chair and enters...

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

Charl es makes his way across the roomto his bed. Hs wfe,
ANGELA, caucasi an early-40s, sleeps silently on top of the
covers.

Charles smles at her for a noment, and then |lies down on
the bed next to her. He places his hand on her side, and
spreads his fingers. The slightest |ight blue hue begins to
gl ow around his fingers before it cuts to...

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, MARTA'S FARM - DAY
David and Karl approach a newy built cabin.

KARL
Everyone in the valley is here.

Men fromall the famlies in the valley are gathered around
a barn. THOM caucasian 12, is running back and forth froma
wagon to the inside of the cabin, carrying only one item
with himat a tine.

David | ooks to a wagon and sees JENKINS, caucasian 30s, who
smles at David.

Davi d reaches over and grabs Karl’'s wist, pulling him
cl oser.

DAVI D
Stay close to ne.

The boys continue wal king until they reach the front door of
t he cabi n.

MARI A, caucasi an m d-30s, wal ks out of the house enpty

handed. She stops at the wagon and pulls out a crate. She
puts the crate on the ground, and turns to the cabin.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARI A
Marta, cone out here and get this
crate pl ease.

Maria | ooks at David and Karl .

MARI A ( CONT’ D)
Are you two fromthe farmat the
top of the hill? Charles and
Angel a’ s boys?

DAVI D
Yes, Ma’am | am David, and this is
nmy younger brother, Karl.

Karl waves at the wonan.

MARI A
How ol d are you Karl ?

KARL
l"’mthirteen years old, Ma am

MARI A
1’11 tell you what. Wy don’t you
keep ny son, Thomas, entertained?
Your brother can help ny daughter
and ne unpack the wagon.

Karl’'s eyes seemto |light up. Thom wal ks out of the house
and | ooks at the boys.

MARI A
Thomas, you and Karl go play now.

Karl steps forward and tags Thonis arm

KARL
You' re it, try and catch ne.

Karl takes off into a dead sprint away fromthe cabin
Thomas foll ows as quick as he can.

A young MARTA, 14 exits the cabin and | ooks at David as he
picks up the crate at Maria's feet. David | ooks to the
doorway and makes eye contact with Marta.

MARI A
That is ny daughter, Marta.

DAVI D
Hel | o, Mart a.

Marta smles at him
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I NT. CABIN, LIVING SPACE - N GHT

Marta’'s breathing is barely audi ble over the wi nd outside.
David, sitting at the table, pours water into a small cup.
He places a |lid over the water. He picks up a snmall netallic
| ooki ng packet and shakes it a couple of times. He | ooks
back toward his bed.

DAVI D
This soup is terrible, Mrta.

David tears the edge of the netallic package, and uncovers
the water. He pours a powder into the water and then quickly
covers it again. He stands, bringing the cup with him He
shakes the cup gently as he makes his way through the dark
to the bed.

DAVI D
Don't blame nme for the bad soup.
It’s all that was left at the food
drop when | arrived. The others
nmust have missed it.

Davi d’s hand grabs the back of the chair near the bed. He
sits down, and uncovers the soup. He picks up a spoon from
the ni ght stand and scoops up sone soup.

He pl aces the spoon against Marta's lips. Her tongue slowy
cones from her nmouth and touches the soup.

DAVI D
| heard a report on the wireless
while I was at the food drop.

David fills another spoon with soup.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
A team digging atop the A d Forest
has found viabl e acorns and a few
ot her seeds.

Marta takes another small sip of soup.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
Trees, Marta. Trees. If they can
grow enough trees, perhaps the sand
w il go away.

Marta starts coughing again, nore violently than nornal.
David sets the cup on the night stand, and leans in to
Mart a.
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EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, ROAD - TW LI GHT

The sun sits just atop the nmountains in the distance. David
and Karl meke their way up the road towards their farm

DAVI D
What did you think of Thomas?

KARL
W' re friends, now W played |ots
of fun ganes. Did you know his
father’s nane is Thomas as wel | ?

DAVI D
| spoke to himfor a bit. He was
aski ng about father.

KARL
That seens silly to ne, to nane
your son after yourself.

DAVI D
It’s not that silly.

Karl junps ahead of David and turns to face him wal ki ng
backwar ds.

KARL
| saw you making flirty eyes at
Thomas' si ster.

DAVI D
Her nane is Marta.
KARL
| saw you making flirty eyes at

Mar t a.
Davi d says not hi ng.

KARL ( CONT' D)
You |i ke her.

DAVI D
She was quite...

CHARLES
(O S. yelling froma distance)
Boys, hurry up now.

Karl turns and runs to the house as quick as he can.

( CONTI NUED)
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David | ooks to his right at a small elderberry tree next to
the road. It’s | eaves and stemare conpletely grey. The
berries cover the ground around the stem

Davi d kneels and picks up a berry. He rolls it between his
fingers for a nonent and then drops it on the ground.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - N CGHT

Karl picks up a large stack of dishes fromthe table and
carries themto the counter and sets themnext to his

not her .

ANGELA
Davi d.

David is sitting at the table staring at a glass of water.

DAVI D
Yes, nother?
ANCGELA
Your father wanted to talk to you

out si de.

David sullenly pushes hinself fromthe chair and wal ks to
t he door.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - N GHT

Davi d wal ks out of the front door and closes it behind him
Charles is sitting on a rocking chair in the grass. David
appr oaches.

DAVI D
Fat her ?

CHARLES
David, | need to speak with you
about sonet hi ng.

David sits in the rocking chair next to his father. The ful
moon sits silently in the sky, providing a | arge anount of
light.

Charl es stops rocking, and turns to David.

CHARLES
Son.

Davi d watches his father; his eyes | ooking over his son as
he fornms his thoughts.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Your nother is sick, son. The
doctor can’t tell what is ailing
her.

DAVI D
Can't we use the Bal ance to...

CHARLES
No. That wouldn't be fair to the
world to use its life source to
save only one person.

Davi d | ooks down to the grass. The way he hol ds hi nsel f
seens to change.

DAVI D
How | ong does she have?

CHARLES
We can't tell. Could be a few
years. W' re going to have to cut
back on some things so we can get
supplies to take care of her,
alright?

David nods at his father, his eyes beginning to well up.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Don’t tell your brother. He's too
young to under st and.

Charles turns and | ooks to the noon. They sit quietly
toget her for a nonent.

DAVI D
Fat her .

Charl es | ooks to Davi d.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
One of the elderberry trees al ong
the road is dead. | saw it on the
way hone tonight. Al the berries
were on the ground, and..

Davi d pauses; tears built up on his eyes.
DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
Karl and | killed the el derberry
tree, didn't we?

Charles smrks at his son

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 15.

CHARLES
No, son. Just because what we see
on the outside is dead, doesn’t
mean it’'s dead inside.

David | ooks at Charles with confusion on his face.
CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
It’s been a | ong day. You shoul d
head to bed, son.
Davi d stands and wal ks sl oWy back to the cabin.
Just as David reaches the door, Charles speaks again:
CHARLES
Everything will work itself out,
Davi d.

Davi d nods understandingly and then enters his house.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - N GHT

David enters the living space fromthe nud room Angela is
washing the dishes in a water filled basin.

David wraps his arns around his nother and hol ds her
tightly.

Angel a runs her fingers through David s hair.
ANCGELA
lt’1l be alright, son. Get sone
rest.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LOFT - N GHT

David clinmbs up to the loft and sits onto his bed. Karl is
al ready asleep in his bed.

Davi d renoves his shoes and |ies down on his bed, staring up
at the ceiling. Tears begin stream ng down his cheeks. After
a few nmonents he rolls over and curls into a ball.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - MORNI NG

The valley is quiet. Dew covers the grass and reflects the
sunl i ght across the | and.
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Charl es wal ks out of the cabin and | ooks over the valley. He
yawns qui ckly, his breath appearing as he exhal es. He begins
wal ki ng toward the road.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, ROAD - MORNI NG

Char| es approaches the dead el derberry tree. He reaches out
and gently holds the dry | eaves between his fingers. He

| ooks up again into the distance at the nountains. He pulls
the leaf fromthe branch and puts it in his pocket.

He begi ns wal ki ng agai n.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, MARTA' S FARM - MORN NG

Charles wal ks up to the front door of the cabin. He knocks
twice and waits a nonent.

THOMAS SR., caucasi an | ate-30s, opens the door.

CHARLES
Hel | o.

Thomas extends his hand out to Charl es.

THOVAS SR
Hell o, you are?
CHARLES
Charles. | live at the ranch at the
top of the hill.
THOVAS SR
Oh, yes. | net your sons yesterday.
CHARLES
Yes. | hope they were hel pful.
THOVAS SR
They were. Fine young nen you are
rai sing.
CHARLES
Thank you. I amon ny way to the

val | ey council neeting. The head of
each household is to attend.

THOVAS SR
Ch. | was not aware. Let ne tell
the m sses that | am going.

Thomas Sr. enters the cabin.

( CONTI NUED)
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Charles waits patiently outside the cabin.
| ater Thomas Sr. exits the cabin.

The two begin wal ki ng back toward the road.

CHARLES
How are things outside of the
val | ey?

THOMAS SR
They are getting worse. Last |
heard the war was spreadi ng.

CHARLES
What did you do before you cane to
the vall ey?

THOVAS SR
| grew trees. The older trees were
fine and still strong. The younger

trees were hit and mss, the use of
Bal ance was taking its toll on the
weaker trees.

CHARLES
And of new trees?

THOVAS SR
We couldn’t get any newtrees to
start grow ng.

CHARLES
Just as | feared.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, ROAD - MORN NG

17.

A few nonents

The two nen continue wal king down the road toward a snal

wooden bui | di ng.

THOVAS SR

Marta is ny oldest. She is 14. And

Thomas junior is ny son.

CHARLES
And your w fe?

THOVAS SR

Maria. W net a long tine ago.

Charles and Thomas Sr. wal k up to the wooden counci
bui | di ng. Charl es opens door and notions for Thomas Sr.

enter.

to
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I NT. COUNCI L BU LDI NG - DAY

In the mddle of the roomsits a large table with 14 seats.
Only 11 of the seats are filled.

Thonmas Sr. enters the roomfollowed quickly by Charl es.
AKANE | M AGA, japanese 41, sees Charles enter.
AKANE
Charles, welcone. Is this the new
man to the valley?

CHARLES
Yes, this is Thonms.

THOVAS SR
G eetings all.

Akane stands and shakes Thomas Sr.’'s hand.

AKANE
Akane | m aga.

THOVAS SR
A pleasure to neet you

Charl es notions again to Thomas Sr. to a chair. Thomas Sr.
sits down in the chair. Charles sits down in the next chair.

The ol dest man in the room RI CHARD O LAUGHLI N, caucasi an
63, is sitting at the head of the table.

Rl CHARD
Who is m ssing?

Al of the nen | ook around.

Anot her man, FRANKLIN, african anerican 50s, speaks up.

FRANKLI N
Jenkins is mssing, Richard.
RI CHARD
Hmm ... Late again | see. That's

fine, let us begin.
The door sw ngs open and Jenkins enters.

JENKI NS
Sorry I'"mlate, council

( CONTI NUED)
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Rl CHARD
Try to be on tinme. We are not
afraid to start w thout you

Jenkins sits in the only enpty chair.

RI CHARD
Qur first order of business is to
wel come Thomas and his famly to
the vall ey.

The council nenbers smile at Thomas Sr. again.

Rl CHARD
(cont’ d)
| know many of you hel ped hi mand
his famly raise their house and
barn yesterday. |’ m sure he
appreciates it.

Thomas Sr. nods.

THOVAS SR
| do, thank you all very nuch

RI CHARD
Qur second order of business is a
very inportant matter. Charles wll
expl ai n.

Charles stands fromhis chair to address the council

CHARLES
Fel | ow counci|l nenbers, | try ny
hardest to nmake it ny business to
know what is going on outside of
this lush valley. | spoke with ny
resources recently and Thomas this
nor ni ng about the outside world.
Bot h gave ne gri m news, as
expect ed.

Jenkins slans his hand against the table. Al of the counci
menbers junp in surprise and | ook to Jenkins.

JENKI NS
You're not going to stand up there

and bl ab about the "Bal ance" are
you?

Charl es stops speaking and | ooks at Jenki ns.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLES
Just because you don’t believe in
it, doesn’'t nean that it doesn’t
exi st.

JENKI NS
Every nmonth you conme in here and
tell us about the Balance and how
it is killing our plants. None of
my plants are dying, none of your
plants are dying. This seens |like a
hoax to me.

Charl es shoves his hand into his pocket and pulls out the
dead |l eaf and slans it against the table.

CHARLES
The effects of using the Bal ance
have started naking their way into
the vall ey.

The council menmbers | ook down at the | eaf.

CHARLES ( CONT' D)
That leaf is fromone of Akane’s
el derberry trees that he planted
near the road.

Jenki ns stands and stares at Charl es.

JENKI NS
There are other things that can
kill plants: insects, disease...
But the "Bal ance?" | think not.
This valley is peaceful because of
our |aws. The war out there is
bei ng fought over land and in no
way can effect our valley.

CHARLES
And if we cannot find a way to keep
t he Bal ance then there will be no

nmore land to fight over.

Charles remains stoic as he and Jenkins stare at each other.

I NT. CABIN, LIVING SPACE - N GHT

David sleeps quietly on a snall bed next to Marta’'s. Hi s
eyes open slowy. He | ooks nore worn down than normal. He
sits up and | ooks to a wheezing Marta. He | ooks to the far
wal | .

( CONTI NUED)
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A small netal box with a glass front is nmounted to the wall
The glass is tinted red; the box is the only electronic
thing in the entire cabin.

His skin is sweat covered. He coughs once to clear his
throat. He stands fromthe bed and takes sl ow cautious steps
toward the sand room

DAVI D
Marta... I'’mgoing early to the
food drop. I’'Il bring you hone
somet hi ng good. A potato, perhaps.

David stops at the table and places his hand on it to brace
hi rsel f and rest.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
The man on the wireless said there
are still potatoes and sonetines
they're at the drops.

He starts noving again to the curtain. He pulls it aside and
steps through...

| NT. CABI N, SAND ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Davi d braces hinself on the wall and picks up his thick
pants, pulling themon slowy. H's novenent is slow and
preci se as he puts on his boots, followed by his heavy
| eat her j acket.

He turns to the wall next to the curtain and picks up a
smal |l knife froma hook and places it into his pocket. He
pl aces his hat on his head and then pulls the goggles over
hi s eyes.

He waps a scarf tightly around his face and then tucks the
ends into his jacket. He takes a couple of steps toward the
door.

He bends over and picks up his bag fromthe chair and pl aces
it over his shoulder. Finally he puts on his gloves and
pulls the sleeves of his jacket over his wists.

He | eans agai nst the door, takes one |ast breath and then
pushes the door open with all his m ght.
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EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, MARTA'S FARM - N GHT

A bonfire burns a good distance away fromthe cabin. David,
20, stands by Marta, 19, near the bonfire.

Thom 17, and Karl, 18, are talking with each other.

Charles is sitting at a table with a nmuch nore frail Angela,
Maria and Thomas Sr. Charles lifts a glass into the air.

CHARLES
Here is to four years of prosperous
living in the valley.

Thomas Sr. lifts his gl ass.

THOVAS SR
And to many nore.

The four clank their glasses together and then take a drink.
Karl and Thom are sitting next to the fire playing

i nstrunments and singing about the war. At the end of their
song, Karl turns to Thonas.

KARL
| * m goi ng.

THOM
What ?

KARL

|’mjoining the arny to fight our
Ooppr essors.

THOM
You can’t, your father won't |et
you.
KARL
Then 1’11 sneak away. This is what
| want to do. |I'’meighteen now. |’'m

a man and this is ny life.

THOM
This is crazy Karl.

There is a pregnant pause between them

KARL
You can conme with ne, if you want.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOM
['11 think about it.

Thomas Sr. and Charles are standing away fromthe wonen at
the table. David and Marta have joined the conpany at the
t abl e.

THOVAS SR
So when is your son going to make
an honest wonman of ny daughter?

Charl es | aughs qui ckly.

CHARLES
Just as soon as she gets it through
hi s head.

Thomas Sr. | aughs.

THOVAS SR
Charles, | want to thank you for
hel pi ng us out during the dry
season.

CHARLES
Even though you re not famly yet,
you wi Il be soneday.

Charl es | ooks back to the table.

Marta is sitting next to David, their hands hol di ng each
other on top of the table. The air is filled wth |aughter
as Maria just finished a joke.

A LOWN RUMBLE spreads through the air. Charles and Thomas Sr.
turn and wal k quickly back to the table. They set their

gl asses down on the table and continue wal king toward the
counci | bui | di ng.

David runs up behind his father and follows themto the
counci | bui | di ng.

| NT. COUNCI L BUILDI NG - NI GHT

The door opens; Charles steps in and turns on the |ight.

In the center of the table is the wireless receiver. A small

red Iight blinks continuously. Charles picks up the unit and
presses the play button.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 24.

W RELESS
Attention all colonies. Qur
oppressors have failed. W have
pushed them back to their native
country. Wth steadfast research we
have contai ned the desert. Know
that we will continue this war
until not a single of our
oppressors can stand. W are
calling for another group of
volunteers to help with our |ast
push.

The room stands quietly. Richard enters the roomw th Akane.

RI CHARD
What did it say, Charles?

CHARLES
They' re calling for volunteers.

Rl CHARD
Then it seens we should have an
enmer gency neeting, Charles.

CHARLES

Shall | gather the rest of the
menbers of the council.

Rl CHARD
That’'s not necessary. The neeting
can wait until tonorrow
Charles puts the wireless receiver back on the table.

Ri chard and Akane | eave the room Thomas Sr. places a hand
on Charles’ shoul der.

THOVAS SR
| know.
EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - MORNI NG
Charles sits in the rocking chair outside his cabin. H's
hands are cupped in front of his face. His eyes are tired,
and the bags under them are very apparent.

Davi d wal ks out of the front door and down to his father.

DAVI D
Fat her, can we speak?

Charl es seens to wake from another world. He | ooks to David.
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CHARLES
What about, son?

David sits in the chair next to his father. Charles takes a
drink froma cup of water.

DAVI D
Father, |1 want to ask about Marta.
Charles sets the cup in his lap, still holding it tightly.
CHARLES

You want to marry Marta?

David smles at his father. Charles | ooks away from his son
off to the distance. David' s hands start to fiddle in his
| ap.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
She is a pretty girl. And smart.

Charles turns to David and sm | es.
CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Are you sure you want to marry a
wonman smarter than you?
David smles and |ightly chuckles.

DAVI D
Didn't you?

Charl es reaches over and pats David on the back.

CHARLES
Were will you live?

DAVI D
| was hoping we could live in the
loft until | build us a hone. |’'ve
cleaned it and built some
furniture.

CHARLES

And your brother?

DAVI D
He' s expressed interest in sleeping
inthe loft in the barn.

CHARLES
When i s the weddi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
To... Hopefully, tonorrow
CHARLES

You haven’t asked Thonas, have you?

DAVI D
| wanted you to tell me | amready.

Charl es stands, as does Davi d.

CHARLES
You love this girl?

Davi d nods once at his father.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Then you are ready.

David hugs his father, and Charles waps his arns around his
son. Charles pats David s back tw ce.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Now go ask her father

David starts wal king toward the road.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, MARTA' S FARM - MORN NG

David is pacing in front of Marta's house, talking to
hi msel f.

DAVI D
| just wanted... no, no, no.
wanted to demand... no, wanted to

ask for your daughter’s hand...
Marta' s hand, in marriage. W’ ve
tal ked about it and want to get
married tonmorrow, ny father’s
approved. ..

Davi d stops pacing and | ooks at the door. He takes a deep
breath and knocks on the door. There is no answer. David
knocks agai n.

Thomas Sr. answers the door.
THOMAS SR

Davi d. What can | help you with,
son?
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DAVI D
Sir, my | talk to you in private?

I NT. MARTA' S CABI N - MORNI NG

Marta | ooks around a corner to see David outside her cabin.
As Maria wal ks by Marta:

MARI A
Marta. Come, let the nen talk.

Maria takes Marta’s armand pulls her fromthe corner.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, MARTA'S FARM - MORN NG

Thomas Sr. steps out of the cabin and cl oses the door behind
hi m

THOMVAS SR
What ' s on your mind?

DAVI D
| wanted to ask for your perm ssion
to marry Marta.

Thomas Sr. squints at David and crosses his arms across his
chest.

THOVAS SR
You think you can provide for ny
daughter? Where will you live?

DAVI D
My father has given me the loft in
his cabin until | can build a cabin

of our own.

THOVAS SR
And where will you work?
DAVI D
My father has hired nme as a hand on

his farm
Thomas Sr. extends his hand to David.

THOVAS SR
Then you have ny bl essi ng.
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DAVI D
(surprise)
Real | y?
Thomas Sr. opens the door to the cabin and yells inside.

THOVAS SR
Maria, Marta cone outside please.

Thomas Sr. turns to David.

THOVAS SR. ( CONT' D)
You have a ring?

DAVI D
Uh. ..

THOVAS SR
It’s ok, son.

Maria and Marta exit the house.

MARI A
VWhat is it dear?

Thomas Sr. pulls Maria to his side and notions for Marta to
go to David.

THOVAS SR
Marta, David has a question for
you.
David drops to one knee and takes Marta’ s hands.
DAVI D
Marta, will you take ny hand in
marri age?
Marta's face |lights up.

MARTA
Yes! O course!

Davi d stands and enbraces Marta as tight as he can.

THOVAS SR
When i s the weddi ng, son?

David turns to Thomas Sr.

DAVI D
Tonmorrow, Sir.

Thomas Sr. nods approvingly.
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THOVAS SR
Good. Now go tell your famly, boy.

David and Marta begin wal king toward David’ s house,
excitedly.

Thomas Sr. turns to Mari a.

THOVAS SR
Finally.

Maria lightly slaps Thomas Sr.’s chest.

MARI A
Oh, hush. You can't rush | ove.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - DAY

Charl es and Angela are sitting at the kitchen table. An
enpty syringe is between themon the table.

CHARLES
The doctor says that if you keep
getting sick in the norning that
we’' |l have to increase your
prescription.

ANGELA
| know. Sone days, Charles, | w sh
| could just give up

Charl es stands and takes Angel a by her hands. She stands up
next to him He waps his arns around her. Angela begins to
t ear up.

CHARLES
"1l understand when it’s your tine
to go, but I will mss you. You are

nmy better half.

Angel a’s arns are wapped tightly on Charles’ back. The
sound of the door opening echoes off the walls.

DAVI D
(G S.)
Fat her!

Angel a pulls away from Charles and wi pes her tears away. She
smles up at Charles and then turns to face the doorway.

David and Marta enter the living space.
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DAVI D
Mot her, father; she said yes.

Marta smles wdely at Charles and Angela. Charles smles,
whil e Angel a steps forward and gives David a kiss on the
cheek and then hugs Marta.

David steps over to Charles.

DAVI D
Where is Karl? | want to tell him
t he news.

Charles | ooks up to the loft.

CHARLES
| haven’t seen him

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, MARTA' S FARM - DAY

Thomis working in the fields. He pauses for a nonent and
wi pes his face with a handkerchief. In the distance, Karl is
wal ki ng towards himfromthe council buil ding.

Thom | ooks around quickly for his father, drops his shovel
and runs to Karl.

THOM
So, what’'d you find?

KARL
The transm ssion they got | ast
ni ght was asking for volunteers.

Karl's eyes are searching, as if he’'s not really thinking
about being in the valley.

KARL ( CONT’ D)
We need to | eave tonight.

THOM
Karl, have you heard the news?

KARL ( CONT' D)
If we go out the south end of the
vall ey then we can go through the
nount ai ns.

Thom grabs Karl by the arnms and shakes him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 31.

THOM
Karl. Karl. Karl. Karl. Karl.

Karl stops tal king and | ooks at Thom

THOM ( CONT’ D)
Have you heard the news?

KARL
Yeah, the arny is pushing back the
oppr essors.

THOM
No, Marta and David are to be
married. ..
(beat)
t onor r ow.

Karl is |ooking through Thom after a nonent he | ooks
directly at him

KARL
W still have no choice; we have to
| eave tonight if we want to get
there in time for the |ast battle.

THOM
And m ss the weddi ng?

KARL
W have no choi ce.

A | ook of disappointment crosses Thomis face. Thom | ooks to
the di stance, seeing Charles as he approaches the house.

Charl es knocks on the door to the cabin. Thonas Sr. opens
the door alnost instantly. Charles is a little shocked.

THOVAS SR
Saw you com ng.

Thomas Sr. and Charl es begin wal king toward the counci
bui | di ng.

Karl and Thom watch patiently from a di stance.
KARL
You pack and I'I|l see you tonight
after sun down.

THOM
Are you sure?

Karl stares at Thom
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THOM
k.

Karl makes his way up the hill towards his house.

| NT. COUNCI L BU LDI NG - DAY

Charl es and Thomas Sr. enter the building. Everyone is
al ready seated. They had been di scussing sonething, but
suddenly becone awkwardly quiet as Charles enters.

Thomas Sr.

and Charles sit.

Rl CHARD
It has conme to our attention,
Charl es, that your son and Thonmas’
daughter are to be wed tonorrow.

Char | es nods.

Thomas Sr.

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
You both are well aware of the
rules and laws of this valley. No
two famlies are to marry together
W t hout the council’s express
perm ssi on.

begins to interject, but before he can get out a

singl e sound, Richard conti nues.

Akane dili
paper.

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
If, two famlies are joined
together than their wealth nust be
shared, and that could upset the
entire econony of our valley.

gently wites the neeting notes onto a pad of

CHARLES
Ri chard, the thought of using this
marriage as a way to gain nore
weal t h had never crossed our m nds.

Rl CHARD
Then why have you arranged for this
marri age between your el dest
chil dren?

Charl es chuckles lightly to hinself.
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CHARLES
Qur children are in love. | support
their love for each other. If this
marri age changes the econony of the
valley in any way it wll only be
for the better.

RI CHARD
How s t hat?

CHARLES
My son and his future wife wll
soon build a house of their own and
grow their own crops, sone which we
don’t have many of, potatoes
per haps.

Ri chard smles at Charles and Thonsas.

Rl CHARD
Then congratul ations are in order.
| hope this bond between your
fam lies flourishes.

Richard turns his attention to the rest of the room as
Thomas Sr. and Charles sit.

Rl CHARD
The second order of business.
Doct or Rogers has sonething they' d
like to bring to the table.

An ol der gentleman, DR SAMJEL ROGERS, caucasi an 54, stands
fromhis chair.

SAMUEL
As nost of you know, it is the
perfect time to begin planting ny
corn. However, two bags of my corn
seed have gone m ssing.

Akane stops witing.

AKANE
Come to think of it. Some of ny pea
crop is mssing.

RI CHARD

Do any of you have any clue as to
who m ght be taking the foods?
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THOVAS SR
| do. Two days ago | caught somneone
snoopi ng around in nmy barn

Rl CHARD
VWho?

Thomas Sr. points slowy to Jenkins.
After a split second Jenkins stands abruptly, shouting.

JENKI NS
This i s outrageous.

Jenkins slans his hand down on the table.

JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
| was never in your barn, Thonas.

SAMUEL
Your chickens are | ooking awfully
fat this year, Jenkins.

JENKI NS
Listen old man, what | do with ny
chi ckens in ny business.

RI CHARD
Cal m down everyone. Sit down,
Jenki ns.

Everyone in the roomhas a seat.

Rl CHARD ( CONT’ D)
Jenkins, did you steal the seeds
and peas for your chickens?

Jenkins is quiet. H's arns are crossed tightly in front of
hi s chest.

JENKI NS
Yeah, | took them

Rl CHARD
|’msorry to hear that, Jenkins.

JENKI NS
Why? My chickens have got to eat if
you all want eggs and neat.

Rl CHARD
You know t he puni shnment for
stealing. Until the next neeting

( MORE)
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Rl CHARD (cont’ d)
you are confined to your |and and
your |and alone. Your fate will be
determ ned at the next neeting.

Jenkins stands again in a rage. Charles watches quietly.

Jenkins slans his chair under the table and storns out of
the council building. After the door swi ngs closed, Charles
turns to Richard. The rest of the room begins chatting
anongst thensel ves.

CHARLES
He's a risk, sir. H's anger wll
only lead to bad things happening
in the valley.

RI CHARD
W'll discuss it at a later tine,
Charl es.

Ri chard turns his voice to the rest of the council

Rl CHARD ( CONT’ D)
Qur | ast order of business is the
radi o transm ssion we received | ast
ni ght.

All the nen at the table refocus and begin listening to
Ri char d.
Rl CHARD ( CONT’ D)

The arny is calling for volunteers

for the final push. This is a very

serious discussion to have with

your first born sons. Now, if no

one volunteers then that is fine. |

under st and.

Ri chard pauses and | ooks at each of the nen in the room

Rl CHARD ( CONT’ D)
W'l neet again in tw days to
di scuss Jenkins and vol unt eers.
Good day, gentl enen.

Ri chard stands. The rest of the table stands as well and
slowly nake their way to the door.
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VING SPACE - DAY

Charles enters the |iving space. Marta, Angela and David are
all sitting at the table.

Angel a stands and gives Charles a snall hug.

ANGELA

What did the council say?
CHARLES

They gave their blessing for the

marri age.

Charles notions for Angela to sit again. She does, and he
sits in the last enpty chair.

CHARLES
Jenkins was stealing crops to feed
hi s chi ckens and the council wants
us to discuss sending volunteers to
hel p the war effort.

Karl enters the living space frommud room

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Karl, sit son.

Karl grabs a nearby chair and pulls it up to the table.

CHARLES
The council is seeking volunteers,
however, you both know how | fee
about the war and what it is doing
to our planet. If anyone asks we
di scussed it.

Charl es stands and wal ks toward the nud room

CHARLES
| nmust get back to work. A |lot nust
be done for the weddi ng. David,
cone hel p.

Davi d stands, his hands still holding Marta’s. He let’s go

of her

hands and exits the room Charles exits.
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EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY

Charl es cl oses the door behind himand takes a coupl e of
steps toward the barn when the door flies open. Karl closes
the door quickly and runs up to his father.

KARL
Father, |1 want to go.

CHARLES
Go where?

KARL
To the war. | can hel p.

CHARLES
No, it’s not up for discussion.

Charl es continues wal king, |eaving Karl behind him Kar
turns and kicks the ground, sending dirt into the air.

| NT. DAVID S RANCH, LOFT - DAY

Karl clinbs up to the top of the |oft and grabs a bag. He
throws it onto his bed and begins filling it with clothes
from his dresser

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - NI GHT

The front door to the cabin opens slowy as Karl sneaks out.
H's bag is on his back. He closes the door as quietly as he
can.

He turns and qui ckly begins running down the road toward
Thomi s house.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, MARTA'S FARM - NI GHT

Karl runs up and crouches next to the famly’'s wagon. He
cups one hand near his nouth and nmakes an owl call

A coupl e of seconds later the front door opens slowy as
Thom exits his house. He also has a bag on his back. He runs
over to the wagon and crouches next to Karl.

THOM
Are you sure you want to do this?
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KARL
This is the only way we can nake a
di fference. You think we can
acconplish anything staying in this

val | ey?
THOM
| guess not.
KARL

Cone on, let’'s go.

Karl and Thom run off toward the road and the nountains in
t he di st ance.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - DAY

Charl es and Angela are sitting at the kitchen table. A snal
pi ece of unfol ded paper sits in front of Angela. She is
staring at Charl es.

ANGELA
VWhat do we do?

CHARLES
There is nothing we can do. The boy
has made up his mnd, and he’s

gone.

ANGELA
Do you think Maria and Thomas know
yet ?

CHARLES

|’ m al nost certain, but | suppose
shoul d go check and see how t hey
are doi ng.

Charles gets up fromthe chair and pushes it under the
t abl e.

CHARLES ( CONT' D)
"1l return soon. Tell David when
he conmes down. Not hing el se nust go
wrong today.

Charl es | eans down and ki sses Angel a on the forehead. He
exits the room

Angel a sits quietly, staring off into space.

David clinbs down fromthe loft. He is dressed in his finest
cl ot hes.
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Angel a rises fromthe kitchen table and wal ks to him

She pulls on his jacket and sizes himup. A smle crosses
her face; however her smle isn’'t a happy one.

DAVI D
What’ s wong, nother?

ANGELA
Have a seat, Davi d.

Angel a notions to the table. Her and David both sit down.
Angel a takes David' s hands into her own.

ANGELA
Davi d.

Angel a pauses. Her eyes begin to well up.
ANGELA ( CONT’ D)

Your brother. He's gone off to
fight in the war.

Davi d stands quickly.

DAVI D
What ?

ANGELA
Sit down. There’s nothing we can do
to stop him

David sits again.

ANGELA ( CONT' D)
He left last night with Thom

Davi d reaches out and grabs his nother’s hands.
DAVI D
He' Il be alright, nother. The
Bal ance wi Il watch over him
Angel a smi | es again at her son, her cheeks danmp with tears.
ANGELA
Now, let’'s not think about that.
Today is your special day.

Angel a reaches into her pocket and pulls out a small ring.
She places it into David' s palm
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ANGELA
Take this. It was your
grandnot her’s on your father’s
side. | want you to give it to
Mart a.

David closes his palm He |leans forward and hugs Angel a.

DAVI D
Thank you.

EXT. MOUNTAINS, PATHWAY - DAY

Karl and Thom are wal king closely up a steep hill. Kar
pulls hinmself up to the top of a | arge boul der. He pauses
and | ooks up, and then down to Thom

KARL
We're about to cross above the
treeline.

Thom breat hes out, his breath is visible.

THOM
How far out do you think we are?

KARL
A coupl e nore days hi ke, at nost.

Thom grabs the root of a plant and pulls hinself up. The
root gives out and Thomfalls, sliding dowm only a coupl e of
feet before he clutches onto a rock.
Karl reaches down and extends a hand to Thom
KARL
W'l stop as soon as we find sone
pl ace safe.

Thom grabs Karl’s hand and clinbs up.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY

A clearing near the edge of a pond is laid out with dozens
of chairs. The seats are filled with people fromall over
t he vall ey.

Richard is standing in front of the entire cromd. David is
standing next to him

Marta and Thomas Sr. begin wal king down the aisle toward
Ri chard and David. A huge smle crosses David s face.
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Charl es watches his son, and then |looks to his future
daughter. Thormas Sr. and Marta reach David. She hugs her
father and he steps away and takes his seat next to Maria.

Rl CHARD
Ladi es and gentlenen. W are
gat hered here today. ..

David smles at Marta. H s hands hold hers tightly. Marta
smles at David as Richard continues tal king. Angela s eyes
are welling up

Thomas Sr. grabs Maria’s hand as her eyes begin to well up.
Charl es watches the cerenony with a tight smle on his face.

David slowy places the ring on Marta's finger. Marta
smles, and begins to cry at the surprise of the ring. Her
and David make eye contact. David nouths "I |ove you."

Rl CHARD
You may now ki ss the bride.

David leans in and slowy kisses Marta. They step back and
begi n wal ki ng down the aisle away from Ri chard. Everyone
begi ns cl appi ng.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, BARN - NI GHT

The barn is |lit up and decorated with flowers. Misic is
playing froma |live band. Everyone is dancing in the barn.
Marta and David are standi ng together by the door. A line of
peopl e wal k up and greet them

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - NI GHT

Charl es and Thonmas Sr. are standing outside the barn staring
of f at the nobuntains.

THOVAS SR
How far do you think they ve nmade
it?

CHARLES

They’ re probably near the peak of
t he nount ai ns by now.

THOVAS SR
Think they' Il make it all the way?
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CHARLES
If this truly is what Karl wants
then he’'ll neke it.

The two of them stand quietly |ooking up at the nountains.

| NT. MOUNTAINS, CAVE - N GHT

Karl and Thom stunble into a small cave. Both of them are
shivering; their skin is a faint shade of bl ue.
THOM
So col d.
KARL
| know.

Both of them scoot across the ground to the back wall of the
cave. They are breathing short visible breaths.

Karl reaches out and pulls Thomto him

KARL
Keep cl ose.

Karl pulls his glove fromhis hand, and holds it out in
front of them

H s pal mbegins to glow faintly. Karl inhales deeply through
hi s nose.

THOM

What are you doi ng?
KARL

Shhh... | have to focus.

Thom wat ches Karl’s hand anxi ously.

KARL
It’s hard to find any heat in the
air.

THOM
For what ?

Karl doesn’t answer. The glow in his pal mbegins to growto
his whole hand. A very small fireball begins to formin his
hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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KARL
In ny bag is a small sheet. Get it.

Thom grabs Karl’s bag and begi ns digging through it.

Karl continues focusing on the fireball. A strong breeze
cones into the cave. The fireball flickers lightly.

Thom hands the sheet to Karl, who imedi ately rolls it into
a ball with his free hand. He places it on the ground
bet ween t hem

Karl then carefully turns his hand over and presses the
fireball against the sheet. Slowy it catches on fire. After
a couple of seconds Karl pulls his hand away and puts his

gl ove back on.

Thom stares intently at the fire.

THOM
How did you do that?
KARL
The Bal ance.
THOM
I[t's real ?
KARL

That’s why this war matters so.
They are using the Bal ance to
fight, but it’s draining the life
fromthe planet.

THOM
VWait, you nean...

Karl interrupts.

KARL
Sone plant sonewhere died so
could create that fire and keep us
alive.

EXT. MOUNTAINS, CAVE - N GHT

A flickering Iight comes fromthe entrance to the cave. Snow
swirls around the opening. Froma distance only a snall
shinmrer is visible.
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EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - MORNI NG

The sound of birds chirping echoes through the air. The barn
sits lifeless as does the cabin. The sun shimrers lightly
of f the grass. Peace seens to have settled on the ranch.

The front door to the cabin opens quietly. Charles steps
t hrough and cl oses the door. He stretches and yawns. He
takes a couple steps forward and pauses to stare out over
the vall ey.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LOFT - MORNI NG

David and Karl’s beds are pushed together. David and Marta
are curled up next to each other in the mddle. David s eyes
open sl owy.

He rolls away from Marta and frees his arm from under her
head.

DAVI D
Agh. ..

He rolls his shoulder and then flexes his fingers.

Marta sighs lightly in her sleep. David | eans over her and
whi spers in her ear.

DAVI D

(whi sper)
Good norning, Mrta.

She rolls over and | ooks up at him

MARTA
Good nor ni ng.

David | eans in and kisses Marta softly.

MARTA
How d you sl eep?

DAVI D
Spect acul arly.

Marta smles at David.

MARTA
So what do we do now?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
Today? | build us a | arger bed.

Marta and David share a | augh.

| NT. COUNCI L BU LDI NG - DAY

Charles enters the building. He is the first one to arrive.
He sits down in his usual seat and places his hands onto the
table. He runs his hands agai nst the grain of the wood.

Sl oWy, one by one each nenber of the council arrives, save
Jenkins. Richard sits in his chair and nods to Charl es.

Rl CHARD
Charles, you' re here awfully early.

CHARLES
| just needed sone tinme to think
bef ore our neeting begins.

Ri chard nods again at Charles, and then |ooks to the rest of
t he room

Rl CHARD
Are we all here?
(beat)
This neeting is to decide what the
puni shment for Jenkins is to be.

Akane has his pad of paper and begins taking notes.

SAMUEL
Ki ck hi m out.

AKANE
Excuse ne?

SAMUEL
You heard ne; kick himout of the
val | ey. Bani shnent.

Rl CHARD
That seens a tad harsh, don’t you
t hi nk?

Thomas Sr. turns his head to face each person that speaks.
COUNCI LOR #1

He has only been a burden to this
val |l ey since he arrived.

( CONTI NUED)
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COUNCI LOR #2
Yeah.

The rest of the council begins to agree and qui ckly becones
| oud.

Rl CHARD
Qui et down, now.

CHARLES
| have sonething to say.

The whole crowd quiets and | ooks to Charl es.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
He can stay; let himkeep his
cabin, but take away his chicken
and | and rights. The chickens w ||
go to Richard, and he will no
| onger be a council nenber.

SAMUEL
Charl es, the man has been a probl em
since he arrived. Renenber what he
did to your boy?

Charl es | ooks up to Sanuel.

SAMUEL ( CONT’ D)
Stealing the food for his chickens
was just as |ow as convincing David
to rel ease those cows. Everyone in
this room knows that David woul d
have never done that on his own.
W' re all sorry David had to pay
the penalty for that, but nowis
our chance to get rid of Jenkins,
for good.

Ri chard | ooks back and forth between Sanuel and Charl es.

Rl CHARD
Have we reached a decision? Take
his land, divide it anongst the
remai ning famlies and then bani sh
himfromthe valley?

Charles turns to Richard and nods. Richard nptions to
COUNCI LOR #3 by the door.

Counci | or #3 stands and opens the door. After a nonent,
Jenkins enters the council building. Councilor #3 closes the
door and takes his seat. Jenkins remains standing at the end
of the table.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ri chard stands from his seat.

Rl CHARD
Jenkins, the council has deci ded
your puni shnent.

Charles stares straight forward at the table. The rest of
t he council | ooks up at the two standing.

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
For the crinmes of stealing various
seeds fromthe menbers of this
val l ey, your land will be taken
awnay.

Jenkins is angry and tries to interject. Richard does not
[ et him

RI CHARD ( CONT’ D)
You have one day to take what you
need and | eave our valley for all
time. Anything that you | eave in
our valley will be divided anpngst
those that live in the valley.

Jenki ns has both hands firmy planted on the edge of the
t abl e.

JENKI NS
You are exiling me fromny honme?
Fi ne.
Jenkins stands up right.

JENKI NS
Each of you will regret this.

Jenkins turns and pulls the door open, he exits and sl ans
t he door |oudly behind him

EXT. MOUNTAI NS, PATHWAY - DAY

Karl and Thom are wal ki ng al ong the edge of the path. Karl
stops and | ooks down to the base of the mountain. A canp is
set up.

Kar|l points at the canp.

KARL
There, we’ve al nost nade it.

Karl and Thom qui ckly begi n noving down the path.
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EXT. M LITARY CAMP - DAY

Karl and Thom are wal ki ng al ong the center of the canp.
Tents are propped on each side of them A single tent at the
end of the rowis guarded by two sol diers.

Thom and Karl stop at this tent.

SOLD ER 1
Can | help you boys?

KARL
Is this where we sign up to
vol unt eer ?

SOLDI ER 1
This is the Captain’s quarters.
Vol unteer sign up is over there.

Soldier 1 points to a long line beyond the tents.
Karl and Thom begin wal king to the end of the |ine.

THOM
Are you sure you want to do this?

KARL
This is how we’re going to nmake a
di fference.

Karl picks up his pace, |eaving Thom behind him Karl gets
into the line and | ooks back to Thom

Thom | ooks both ways, drops his head and begins wal king to
Karl. Thomjoins Karl at the end of the line. They both wait
in silence.

EMEM African American 30s, is standing, with his arns
crossed, in front of the boys. He turns around and sees the
boys.

EMEM
Aren’t ju boys a little yung?

Thom | ooks at Karl .

KARL
No, we’re of age.

Emem ext ends a hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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EMEM
" m Enmem

Karl, grasps Enemis hand firnly.

KARL
Karl. And that’'s Thom

EMEM
Pl ehzure to neet ju both.

KARL
Li kewi se. How | ong have you been
waiting in line?

EMEM
"Bout firthy m nutes. Wheeh ju boys
frunf

KARL
Asmall...

Thom grabs Karl’s arm Karl |ooks back at him Thom shakes
his head, "no." Karl pulls his armfree from Thom

KARL
A small valley on the other side of
t he nount ai ns.

EMEM
Ju boys nmade da jurny tru da
mountins? How long it take ju?

KARL
A few days.

EMEM
Ww, prowd tuh see sumyung nin
hel pin’ da effoyht.
| NT. DAVID S RANCH, BARN - DAY
David is standing by a | ong piece of wood. He slowy runs
sandpaper over the wood, he is neticulous. He is hunmng to
hi nsel f.

Marta enters the barn, but doesn’'t announce her presence.
She wat ches David worKk.

Davi d drops his sandpaper on the ground. As he kneels to
pick it up he sees Marta, and sm |l es.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
How | ong have you been there?

MARTA
A coupl e of m nutes.

Marta steps conpletely into the barn and cl oses the door
behi nd herself. She wal ks to David, grabs himand starts
ki ssing him

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, COUNCIL BU LDI NG - DAY

Al the nenbers of the town, except Marta and David are
gat hered near the council building.

Charles’ hand is firmy holding Angela’ s hand. At the head
of the group Richard and Akane are standing. In front of
themis Jenkins.

Jenki ns has a bag on his back.

Rl CHARD
Jenkins, as decreed by the counci
of this valley, you have been
exi |l ed. You understand that what
you take with you is yours. Wat
you | eave will now be the property
of all the citizens of this valley.
Do you have anything you d like to
say before |eaving?

Jenkins stands quietly, head down.

Rl CHARD
Very well, if you have nothing to
say.

JENKI NS

| do have sonething to say.
Jenkins lifts his head.

JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
You all will regret this decision.
Before you know it, the desert wll
spread to the rest of the world and
you soon will know the rejection
and shane you have given ne.

Everyone is quiet.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rl CHARD
You may | eave now, Jenkins.

Jenkins turns away fromthe crowd and begi ns wal ki ng away.
Everyone stands and watches until he is too far away to see.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, BARN - DAY

Marta finishes putting her dress on. David is quickly
putting his shirt back on.

MARTA
| wanted to talk to you about
sonet hi ng.

David tucks his shirt in quickly, and then drops to the
ground to put on his shoes.

DAVI D
VWhat's that?

MARTA
When woul d you |like to have
chil dren?

David stops, and | ooks up to Marta.

DAVI D
Honest | y?

MARTA
Yes.

DAVI D
Not until we have a farm of our
own. | wouldn’t want to burden ny
not her and father with a crying
baby.

MARTA
Fair. They've already done so much
for us.

Davi d st ands.
DAVI D

Way? You're not. ..

MARTA
No... at least | don’'t think so.

David smiles at Marta, steps in and waps his arns around
her. Marta rests her head confortably on his shoul der.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
Father will be back soon, and if we
want to sleep on this bed tonight,
| better return to work.

MARTA
X, |ove.
The hug ends and Marta wal ks to the barn door. David picks
up his hamrer and starts a nail. She opens it and turns to
Davi d.
MARTA

l"’mglad we’re narri ed.

DAVI D
Me too.

Charl es enters the barn.

MARTA
Oh, hell o, Charles.

CHARLES
Aft ernoon, Marta.

Marta exits.

CHARLES
How i s the bed com ng al ong, son?
DAVI D
After this board | have the
headboard to finish. Then I'Il be
done.
CHARLES
Good.

Charl es | ooks to the door, and then back to David.

CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
Jenkins is gone.

David puts down his hammer.

DAVI D
s he?

CHARLES
The council saw himoff just now.

Davi d | ooks down at his bed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLES ( CONT' D)
It seens we’'ve finally gotten
justice for the cows.

David smiles at his father. Charles gives hima nod. There
is a nonent of silence. Charles | ooks down at the bed.

CHARLES
You want sonme help with the bed?

DAVI D
| think | can handle it.

Charl es begi ns wal king toward the bed.

CHARLES
Are you sure? Looking at it from
here, you m ght need nore support
at the foot of it.

Charl es kneels near the foot of the bed.

DAVI D
. ..

Davi d grabs the hamer and kneel s near his father.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - CONTI NUOUS

Marta is standi ng beside the door to the barn. She begins to
wal k away.

MARTA
Cows?

EXT. FIELD - N GHT

A full noon rests on the edge of the nountains in the

di stance. Karl and Thom are wal king along a streamwi th the
rest of their platoon. Their captain, JACK, caucasian 30s,
is leading the group quietly. He stops suddenly and raises a
closed palminto the air.

The whol e pl at oon stops and kneels in the nud. Emem | ooks
back to Karl and Thom

EMEM
(whi sper)
Ju boys snell daht?

ThomIlifts his head slightly and begins snelling the air.
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THOM

(whi sper)

What is that?
Karl | ooks up to Enem

KARL
(whi sper)
Deat h?

Ememtilts his head at Karl. Jack turns to Emem Karl and
Thom

JACK
(whi sper)
You three. | want you to cross the

stream and scout ahead. Wait for us
at the treeline.

KARL
(whi sper)
Sir, what are we | ooking for?

JACK
(whi sper)
A pl at oon of our own went mssing a
fortnight ago. A scout reported he
spotted them near the treeline.
Under st and?

Kar| nods.

JACK
(whi sper)
Good, now go.

Emem Karl and Thom quickly start running |ow through the
streamand into the crops on the other side. They run

qui ckly, covering their face fromtall stalks that try to
smack themin the face.

Suddenly the crops stop. Enem stops about a foot out of the
crops, Karl and Thom stop just behind himin the crops.

Emem st ands conpl etely upright.

KARL
(whi sper)
What is it?
EMEM
Deat .

( CONTI NUED)
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KARL
(whi sper)
VWhat ?

Karl stands next to Enem and faces the clearing. The ground
and the remains of crops are singed and still glowing with
orange enbers. Thom wal ks up between Emem and Karl, and sees
what the two are staring at.

Thom turns back into the crops and begins vomting. The
clearing in front of themis covered in corpses. Many of the
bodi es have been partially eaten by buzzards.

EMEM
Dey got no ehspect foah da dead.

THOM
Do we go back to the platoon?

KARL
No, we continue to the treeline and
wait there.

The three wal k around the edge of the bodies and pass beyond
toward the woods.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LOFT - N GHT

David and Marta are lying in their new bed. David is hol ding
Marta tightly.

MARTA
(whi sper)
| have a questi on.

DAVI D
(whi sper)
About what ?

MARTA
(whi sper)
| overheard Charles and you tal ki ng
about cows. \Wat cows?
David rolls onto his back and stares up at the ceiling.
DAVI D
(whi sper)

David lets out a harsh sigh.
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MARTA
(whi sper)
You don’t have to tell ne if you
don’t want to.

DAVI D
(whi sper)
No, it's fine
(beat)
When | was eight, | was playing in
a field near Jenkin's | and..

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, FIELD - DAY

Young David, 8, is playing in the mddle of a field. He has
a stick and continuously stabs it into the ground. Then he
drops to the ground, pulls the stick out and begi ns di ggi ng
where it stuck.

When he finds nothing, he fills the whole with dirt and
noves on to do it again.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, JENKIN S FARM - DAY

Jenkins watches David froma distance. He is | eaning on the
side of his cabin, hidden in the shade. He steps forward and
begi ns wal ki ng to David.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, FIELD - DAY

David is on his hands and knees digging in the dirt. Jenkins
appr oaches.

JENKI NS
Hey t here.

David | ooks up to Jenkins and squints his eyes to see the
man.

JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
You' re Charles and Angel a s boy,
aren’t you?
Davi d st ands.

DAVI D
Yes, sir.

Jenkins sm | es.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENKI NS
Have you ever played with M.
O Laughlin’s cows?

Davi d shakes hi s head.

DAVI D
Fat her says |’ m not supposed to go
near the cows.

JENKI NS
Well, I just talked with Richard
and he says that his cows are
getting pretty stiff. They need a
good run.

Davi d seenms unsure.

JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
He asked nme to find sonmeone who
coul d chase the cows and get them
nmovi ng. You want to help ne out?

DAVI D
| guess.

Jenki ns begins wal king toward Richard’s |and. David foll ows.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, RICHARD S FARM - DAY

David |l eans on Richard’ s fence. A large pasture of cows sits
in front of him Jenkins is standing next to him

JENKI NS
Alright, 1"mgoing to go by the
gate. You start chasing themtoward
the gate and 1'Il let themout so
t hey can run around.

David clinmbs under the fence and begins running out to the
cCows.

JENKI NS
(to hinself)
And then there will only be
chickens to eat. And who has the
chi ckens? | do.

Jenki ns begi ns wal king toward the gate.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
Oh, I"'msorry, Richard. The price
of chickens just tripled.

| NT. DAVID S RANCH, LOFT - N GHT
Marta is facing David.

MARTA
(whi sper)
What happened?

DAVI D
(whi sper)
| chased the cows, and he |l et them
out. When Richard noticed what was
happeni ng, Jenkins told himthat he
had caught nme letting them out.

Marta is paying close attention to the story.

DAVI D

(whi sper)
| had to go before the council and
expl ai n what happened. They all saw
that | had been tricked, but since
| was in the pin with the cows |
had to receive the punishnent.
(beat)
It took a couple of years before
Ri chard got nore cows.

MARTA
(whi sper)
What was your puni shnment ?

DAVI D
(whi sper)
Of in the woods behind the counci
bui l ding was a small shack, with no
wi ndows and one door, that | ocks
fromthe outside.

Marta covers her nmouth with her hand.
DAVI D
(whi sper)

| had to spend three days alone in
t he cabi n.
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MARTA
(whi sper)
|’ msorry.

DAVI D
(whi sper)
It’s alright. | understood that the
council had to nake an exanple to
make sure others wouldn't violate
the valley’ s | aws.

MARTA
(whi sper)
That’'s still horrible. Is the shack
still there?
DAVI D
(whi sper)

No, it burned down.

Marta smles and rolls over to face the wi ndow to the
out si de.

DAVI D
(to hinself)
| burned it down.

David curls up next to her and spoons her.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

Angela is lying in the bed. She |ooks nore ill than she has
before. Charles wal ks through the dark roomwth a gl ass of
wat er in his hand.

He places the glass on the nightstand and sits on the bed
next to Angel a.

CHARLES
(whi sper)
Are you ready?

Angel a doesn’t respond. Charles turns his wai st and pl aces
bot h hands on Angela. Hi s eyes close heavily. H's fingers
spread, and slowy a faint |ight blue begins to gl ow between
t hem

Angel a’ s eyes open, her pupils are full of color. She takes
a deep breath, filling her lungs and lifting her body.

The gl ow on Charl es’ hands di sappears. He opens his eyes,
and | ooks down to his wfe.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANGELA
(whi sper)
W can’t keep doing this forever.
Soneone will find out.

Charles lies down next to his wfe.
CHARLES
(whi sper)
| know.
| NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - NI GHT
The wi ndow i s dark
The small plant sits on the wi ndow sill.

[t i
when we | ast saw it, however, a single |eaf i
another is resting on the nud in the pot.

arger than

s |
s brown, while

The darkness outside the wi ndow noves away, as it was a
sil houette of Jenkins.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VING SPACE - DAY

Angel a, Marta, and David are sitting at the table eating
lunch. Charles enters the |living space, with a couple pieces
of mail

Angel a stands and hugs Charl es.

ANGELA
Any news?

CHARLES
The desert is grow ng.

Angel a | ooks di straught. Marta and David | ook to each ot her.
CHARLES ( CONT’ D)
There was a single piece of mail
for you, David.
Charl es extends his hand over the table to David; a snal
fol ded and seal ed pi ece of paper in his hand. David reaches
out and takes the envel ope.
David | ooks it over quickly.

DAVI D
lt'’s fromKarl .

Davi d stands and wal ks to the...
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

David enters as he opens the letter. He sits on the chair
and begi ns reading.

KARL
(0 S)
Davi d, These past six nonths have
conpl etely changed things. | now

under stand what father was talking
about, and why he didn’t want ne to
cone here. The snell of death is
everywhere. There are no | onger
plants, and the wind is slowy
gai ni ng strength.

David | eans forward as he continues reading.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Karl is wal king through a conpletely dead field. The ground
is covered in glowing ash. Dead trees in the background are
swaying in the w nd.

I NT. TENT - N GHT

Thomis asleep on a cot, while Karl is sitting on the edge
of his. Alantern is lighting the room but the fireis
small. Karl is staring at his hands; they are covered in
burns and cal | uses.

EXT. M LI TARY CAMP - DAY

Karl is watching the nedic tent.

MEDI C, african american 20s, is dressed in |ong white robes.
She is standi ng over WOUNDED SOLDI ER, caucasi an 30s. Wunded
Sol di er has burn marks covering half his body. He is
writhing in pain.

Medic calmMy places a hand on the burns. Her pal mbegins to
gl ow I'i ght blue. Wunded Sol dier stops withing as the burns
begin to fade away and are replaced by fresh skin.

Karl cocks his head to the side in astoni shnent.
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EXT. MLITARY CAMP - N GHT

Thom Emem and Karl are wal ki ng across the canp. As they
pass the nedic tent Karl |ooks over at Wunded Soldier. His
skin is pale and he is coughing violently. He then drops
onto the ground and begi ns vomtting.

Thom and Enem conti nue wal ki ng, not noticing that Karl has
st opped.

Medi ¢ runs to Wounded Sol dier’s side. She hel ps pull him
fromthe ground. Her hands gl owi ng blue again. Color returns
to his skin. He nods at Medic who is smling at him Karl
begi ns to wal k agai n.

EXT. M LITARY CAMP - MORN NG

Karl exits his tent, the air is cold and he can see his
breath. He begi ns wal king across the canp. On the ground is
a row of the dead, placed in a line on the ground. He stops
for a nonent and | ooks at the corpse of Wunded Sol di er.

He | ooks over to the nedic tent. Medic is inside, placing a
gl owi ng hand ont o ANOTHER WOUNDED SOLDI ER, african anerican
30s.

EXT. MOUNTAINS, PATHWAY - EVEN NG

G oups of soldiers are wal king through the pat hway. Snow
begins to fall slowy. The soldiers continue wal ki ng.

A sol dier in the background coll apses into the snow. Another
sol di er stops and checks his vitals. After a nonent, he
stands and continues wal king, |eaving the soldier in the
snow.

KARL

(O S. cont’d)
My use of the Bal ance has even
begun taking a toll on ny body. I
have the shakes after using it, and
nmy hands are covered in burns. |I’'m
afraid everything we thought the
Bal ance is, was a lie. David, what
if the Balance is what’s killing
us? | know using it kills things,
but what if using it to heal
sonmeone actually poisons their
bodies. 1’'ve seen the nedics use it
to help the wounded. Days | ater
they are sick with other things,

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



72

73

74

CONTI NUED: 63.

KARL (cont’d)
coughing and vomting until they
can’t stand. |I'mafraid that the
Bal ance may be killing us. W' ve
been pushed back into the
nount ai ns. Everyday gets col der,
and our nunbers are thinning. I'm
afraid that soon we will be
fighting in the valley. Thom says,
“hello,” and we both wi sh we coul d
cone hone soon. Karl.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

David sits quietly in the chair. He folds the paper and
places it in his pocket as he stands. He exits into..

| NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUOUS
David enters and stops at the doorway.

CHARLES
VWhat did he say?

DAVI D
We're | osing the war.

Charl es | ooks down at the table, and then up to Angel a.
Marta rises fromher chair and hugs David. After a beat,
David turns to Charl es.

DAVI D
VWhat do we do?

CHARLES
We continue with Iife. W cannot
| et bad news keep us fromliving.

DAVI D
Yes, father.

EXT. SAND VALLEY - DAY

The cabl e bounces tightly in the wind. David pulls hinself
along with both hands. The wind is at his back, and bl ow ng
his bag in front of him

He holds onto the cable so not to get bl own away. Each tine
a hand rel eases the cable he slides a short distance down
the line. Hi s eyes are focused through his goggl es.
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EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY
A year has passed.

Charles is out in the field with his plow. A LOW GRUVBLI NG
passes through the air. Charles stops his work and turns to
face the rest of the valley.

David cones out fromthe barn and stops, with a rag in his
hand.

The front door of the cabin opens as Marta and Angel a exit.
Charl es wal ks up behi nd Davi d.

DAVI D
VWhat is it?

CHARLES
It’s the council’s warning alarm
Sonething is comng into the
val | ey.

Charles starts wal king toward the road, David follows
behi nd.

MARTA
Where are you goi ng?

DAVI D
To see what’s going on. W'l
return shortly.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, ROAD - DAY

David and Charles walk to the council building as a snal
wagon pulls to a stop near it. Oficers dressed in uniform
junp of f the wagon.

DAVI D
s that?

Thom clinbs fromthe back of the wagon. Hs armis in a
sling. H's face is scruffy, and clothes are dirty. David
runs to him

DAVI D
Thom

A small snmle slides across Thonis face.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOM
Hey Davi d.

DAVI D
You' re back? Where's Karl ?

Charles is standing notionless where David |left him

THOM
Davi d, he..

Thom ext ends an arm and places it on David s shoul der.

DAVI D
No.

David freezes in shock. Thom wraps an arm around Davi d.

Charl es begins wal king toward the wagon. Hi s pace quickens
wWith each step. He reaches the back of the wagon. A coffin
fills the entire back of the wagon. Charles | eans down and
stretches his arnms across the coffin.

CHARLES
My son, | have failed you

Thom st ands behi nd Charl es.
THOM
He fought bravely sir. In the m dst
of all trials he..

CHARLES
Si |l ence, Thom

David is staring at the ground as Thomas Sr., Maria, Marta
and Angela arrive at the council building.

THOVAS SR
Son?

THOM
Fat her!

Thomruns to his father and nother.
Marta wal ks up and grabs Davi d’ s hand.

MARTA
VWhat's the matter, David.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
Karl .

Charl es quickly | eaves the wagon and wal ks to Angel a.

CHARLES
Sweet heart.

Charl es grabs Angel a and keeps her from wal ki ng.

ANGELA
It isn't... isit? Tell ne its not
our baby.

Angela is fighting to get free fromCharles. Tears are
stream ng down her face.

ANGELA
No. No. It can't be true. No. Karl
no.

Angel a drops to the ground. Charles falls with her and hol ds
her.

ANGELA
(scream ng)
Wy ?

David noves quickly to his nother. He drops down on his
knees and hugs her with his father.
EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, RICHARD S FARM - EVEN NG
Ri chard and Akane are wal king toward Ri chard’ s cabin.
Rl CHARD
It’s a horrible thing when parents
| ose a child.
AKANE
| agree. | suppose we should
prepare for his service.

Ri chard and Akane pause when they reach the front door. A
smal | folded piece of paper is jamed in the door.

Ri chard pulls the paper fromthe door and opens it
curiously.

The note is witten in a nmessy handwiting, it says:

RI CHARD

( CONTI NUED)
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MEET ME TONI GHT AT THE COUNCI L’ S BUI LDI NG WE NEED TO TALK
ABOQUT TH S WAR.

CHARLES
Ri chard hands the note to Akane, he reads it quickly.

AKANE
What do you think it neans?

Rl CHARD
| " m not sure.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, CEMETERY - DUSK

All of the residents of the valley are gathered at the
cenetery. Richard stands at the head of a freshly dug grave.

RI CHARD
We have | ost one of our youngest
menbers to this war. We can only
hope that his loss is not
forgotten, and that in time we wll
al |l be heal ed.

Angela is crying, while Charles holds her. David steps
forward and kneels in front of the headstone.

DAVI D
(whi sper)
| will never forget you, brother.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, POND - N GHT

A large crowd of people are gathered near the pond. A
bonfire lights the entire area. Charles and Angela are
standing near the bonfire talking with Thomas Sr.

David takes Thom by the arm and wal ks away fromthe fire
with him
THOM
Sonet hi ng wong, David?

DAVI D
| want to know how. My parents nay
not want to know, but | need to.

THOM
Are you sure?

Davi d says not hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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THOM
We were seperated from our platoon
in the nountains..

EXT. MOUNTAINS, PATHWAY - DAY

Snow i s pouring down fromthe sky, at least a foot of it has
gat hered on the ground. Karl and Thom are wal ki ng si de by
side. Enemis walking in front of the boys. Jack is wal ki ng
in front of Emem

THOM
| mss the snell of hone.

KARL
| mss the food.

Emem turns around and wal ks backwards through the snow.

EVEM
| used ta nake da bes’ toukey. | be
si ck uh dees rashons.

KARL
Any ki nd of cooked neal would be
better than these rations.

Jack stops. Enmem al nost wal ks into him Karl and Thom st op.

JACK
Sonmething isn't right.

Karl and Thom | ook around the area. There are no plants,
only rocks and snow. Emem plants his feet and extends his
hands, ready to fight.

Karl renoves a glove and holds it away from his body.

KARL
There's heat in the air. It’'s
not... cold?

Thom | ooks up at the sky; the snowis falling harder. As
Karl begins to put his glove back on the snow on the side of
the nmountain begins to slightly gl ow orange.

He turns his head slowy.
KARL

(yell'ing)
Anmbush.

( CONTI NUED)
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The tail of his yelling is overcone by fire bursting through
snow. Al four of themare thrown into the snow Jack

qui ckly stands, his hands circled by electricity. Bolts of
electricity shoot through the air at the attacking sol diers.

ENEMY 1, noves his hands to the right; a stream of water
forms in front of him The electricity hits the water and is
absorbed. ENEMY 2 and ENEMY 3 stand behind the wall of
water. Their hands are cl ose together, each with a snal
fireball init.

Jack takes a step back. Karl pulls hinself fromthe snow.

KARL
Thom

Ememi s hand is sticking out of the snow Karl reaches and
grabs Enmenis hand and begi ns pul |ing.

KARL
Thom where are you?

JACK
Hel p nme out here.

Jack shoots off another electricity bolt toward the
attackers.

ENEMY 1 noves the water to block the electricity bolt.

Karl pulls Enmenis head free of the snow. The side of his
face is burned.

ENVEM
Tanks, brudda.

Emem gets clear of the snow, and dusts sone off his
shoul der. He screans, lifting his hands into the air.

KARL
Thomn

Karl is digging through the snow | ooking for Thom

A sem transparent ball has fornmed in Ememi s hands. He
throws it toward Eneny 1.

EVEM
Jack, noah!

Jack throws another electricity bolt at the attackers.

( CONTI NUED)
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Eneny 1 noves the water to block Ememis attack. The burst of
air hits the water and sends it flying, the electricity hits
Eneny 1, shocking him He screans in pain. H's body drops to
t he ground.

The fireball in Eneny 2 and Eneny 3’'s hands has grown
substantially. They turn and throw it at Enmem

Emem prepares for it. Karl |ooks as the fireball spins

t hrough the air, he extends a single hand in front of Enem
A wave of water shoots in front of Emem the fireball hits
it, bounces off and hits the side of the nountain.

The snow on the side of the nountain begins to shift.

Karl drops down to all fours.

Eneny 2 and Eneny 3 begins running toward Enmem and Jack.

EVEM
Fi ne Tom

Karl turns and begins digging in the snow agai n.

Eneny 2 fornms a small spiral of water in his hand. It
freezes, he grasps it and lunges at Jack. Eneny 2’s wei ght
knocks Jack down; he begins stabbing Jack repeatedly with
the frozen knife.

Emem grabs Eneny 3 as he approaches. He lifts himinto the
air and throws himto the side. Upon release, two air bursts
formin his hands, he quickly fires themat Eneny 3. The
bursts hit Enenmy 3 and throw himinto the side of the
nmount ai n.

The snow begins to shift again.

Karl shoves a single hand into the snow as hard as he can.
H s hand hits Thom Karl fornms a fireball in his free hand
and places it over the snow, nelting it.

Ememruns to Jack. Eneny 2 is standing over Jack’s corpse,
knife in hand.

Thom i s unconscious as Karl pulls himfromthe snow.
Eneny 1 starts to get up, shaking.
Karl | eaves Thom s side and stands next to Enem

ENEMY 2
You rebel s are not hing.
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Karl notices Enenmy 1's novenent and turns to face him Enmem
and Karl are back to back.

Eneny 2 lunges at Enemwith his knife. The knife hits Enmem
in the chest. Enem double slaps Eneny 2 in the ears; they
both fall back

Eneny 1 fornms a fireball, he stares blankly at Karl. A

wi cked smle crosses his face and he throws it quickly at
Thom Karl turns quickly and begins sprinting to block the
fireball.

In sl ow notion, Emem grabs Eneny 2's neck. Electricity
shoots down his arm and begi ns shocki ng Eneny 2 to death.
Emenis teeth are clanped tightly together; his eyes full of
anger .

Karl runs as quickly as he can, throwing snowinto the air.
He fornms an air burst in his right hand and throws it
forward with his step. The air burst hits the ground just in
front of Thom throwing his body to the side.

Karl stops, panting deeply. Tinme returns to normal. Emem
drops Eneny 2 and grabs the knife. H's pal mgl ows orange and
the knife nelts. H s chest is covered in bl ood.

Thom opens hi s eyes, and begi ns pushing hinself fromthe
snow. He | ooks over to Karl and Enmem

Karl and Eneny 1 begin approachi ng each other slowy.

ENEMY 1
What are you made of boy?

Karl stops and lifts his hands in defense. Eneny 1 points
both of his palns at Karl.

Emem hel ps Thom get up fromthe ground. Thom hol ds his arm
| oosel y.

EMEM
ls ju o-k?

THOM
|"mfine. Should we help hinf

A fireball forns in each of Eneny 1's hands. He fires both
of themat Karl, who quickly creates a wall of water in
front of him The fireballs bounce off the water in opposite
di rections.

The first fireball goes out in the snow The second flies up
and hits the side of the nountain.

( CONTI NUED)
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The wall of water freezes solid in front of Karl. He creates
a quick air burst and pushes the wall toward Eneny 1.

Eneny 1 covers his face with his arns as the wall of ice
crashes into him The ice shatters as it hits the ground. A
LOW CRACK echoes through the air.

Karl | ooks up to the side of the nountain as the snow cracks
and begins falling. Thomtries to run forward to Karl, but
Emem grabs him

The | arge chunk of snow and ice coll apse onto Karl and Eneny
1. Enem covers Thom as snow bl ows toward them

The pathway is conpletely silent. The snowis falling very
softly. A patch of snow starts to nove as Enem and Thom
clinmb out.

Thom runs to where Karl was standing and drops in the snow.
He starts digging as quickly as he can, with one arm

Karl is buried near the surface of the snow. H s body is
lifelessly facing the sky.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, POND - N GHT

David and Thom are sitting on the ground by the pond.

THOM
" msorry, David.

David is staring out at the calmwater. The water line is
| ower than nornal

DAVI D
Thank you for telling ne, Thom

Thom stands and puts a hand on David' s shoul der; he turns
and wal ks away.

David sits alone for a few mnutes. The crowd in the
background begins to dissipate as peopl e | eave.

Marta wal ks up, wapped in a blanket. She sits next to
Davi d.

MARTA
| s everything alright?

David seens to cone froma trance. He grabs Marta' s hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
Yes. | was just talking to Thom

Marta | eans over and ki sses David on the cheek. She pulls
t he bl anket off her side and waps it around Davi d.

I NT. COUNCIL BU LDI NG - NI GHT

Ri chard opens the door and slowy enters. Akane enters
behind him Richard reaches for the light. As the |ight
cones on, Jenkins noves into it fromacross the room

He noves around the table slowy, sliding his hand across
the top of each chair. In his other hand is a small knife.

JENKI NS
You know. Taking ny |and was quite
a brave nove. Who's idea was it?

Rl CHARD
You know t hat the council nakes
onl y unani nous deci si ons.

JENKI NS
Then who brought the idea to the
t abl e?

AKANE

Jenkins, you violated a | aw. For
this you nust pay the penalty.

JENKI NS
W' ve all violated some lawin this
CGod- f orsaken val | ey. Akane, you and
Samuel 's wi fe have had sonme very
i nappropriate neetings in their
bar n.

Ri chard | ooks to Akane. Jenkins |ooks to Richard.
JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
And you, what was it that killed
your w fe? Sickness or poisoning?

RI CHARD
You bast ar d.

Akane | ooks over to Richard.

JENKI NS
Yes, maybe. However, ny favorite of
all is Charles. The master

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 74.

JENKINS (cont’ d)
hypocrite. He tells everyone that
the Bal ance is this nystical power,
never to be used.

Rl CHARD
Using it takes life from sonething
el se.
JENKI NS
Exact |y,
(beat)

and yet he uses it to keep his
preci ous Angela alive. The woman is
frail and dying. And has been for
years.

Jenkins is now standing face to face with Akane. There is a
short nonent of silence.

JENKI NS
So tell nme, what are your
puni shnment s?

Jenkins slans the knife quickly into Akane’ s stonmach.
Ri chard steps back in fear.

JENKI NS
You think taking nmy | and, no,
stealing ny land and then exiling
nme fromthe valley is the proper
penalty for stealing seeds to feed
chi ckens? Chi ckens, mnd you, that
feed us all.

Akane doesn’t answer, but stares at the knife.

JENKI NS
| don't.

Jenkins throws Akane to the ground.

Ri chard turns to escape. Jenkins grabs the back of Richard' s
clothes, pulls himback into the roomand sl ans hi m agai nst
a wall.

JENKI NS
Wwant to know a secret?
(beat)
The Bal ance is real. You know it; |
knowit. | only pretend not to
believe init, but who do you think
is killing our crops? The war? It

( MORE)
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JENKI NS (cont’ d)
woul dn’t effect our valley so far
away. |’ve only been strengthening
my grasp on its infinite powers.

Jenkins’ hands begin to glow orange. Richard s clothes begin
t o snoke.

JENKI NS
Who was it?

Jenki ns pushes Richard against the wall harder.

JENKI NS
Who was it and | let you live.

Richard is in tears of pain as Jenkins’ hands have burned
t hrough his cl othes and begin scorching his skin.

JENKI NS
VWho?

Rl CHARD
Charl es.

Jenkins throws Richard onto the table.

JENKI NS
Thank you. You ol d bastard.

Jenkins grabs a chair.

JENKI NS
Burn in hell, Richard. If there is
such a pl ace.

Jenkins exits the building.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, COUNCIL BU LDI NG - N GHT

Jenkins pulls the door closed and jans it with the chair,
the top of the chair is scorched. H's hands still gl ow
orange. He wal ks ten steps fromthe building and turns to
face it.

An evil smrk crosses his face. He lifts his gl owi ng hands.
They beconme brighter until a fireball forns in each palm

The grass around the building begins to turn brown and fall
over as the fireballs grow |l arger. When each fireball is
about the size of a bowing ball, he pushes his hands
together, creating a larger fireball.

( CONTI NUED)
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He lifts the fireball above his head. The grass is
conpletely dead, pieces of it turn to dirt and bl ow away.
The dead patch grows as the fireball grows.

Wth all his mght Jenkins throws the fireball over his head
at the council building.

The fireball splashes like liquid as it hits the building.
The whol e building engulfs in flanes.

Jenkins turns and begins wal king up the hill to Charles’
hone.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, POND - NI GHT

David and Marta are lying fast asleep. David s ranch sits
cl ose in the background.

| NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - NI GHT

A rock flies through the wi ndow, knocking the plant to the
gr ound.

| NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUOUS

Charl es shoots up fromhis slunber, turning quickly, placing
his feet onto the ground.

He stands, opening a drawer in his night stand and pulls a
smal | knife. He begins wal king toward the nud room

CHARLES
(dazed)
Hel | 0?

A nore frail Angela opens her eyes and | ooks into the room
as her husband di sappears in the dark.

ANGELA
Charles, what is it?

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - NI GHT

Charles enters. The front door is w de open. The faint
sil houette of a figure stands in the darkness, watching
Char | es.

Charl es cl oses the door, and before he can lock it he

notices the plant on the floor. He | ooks up to the w ndow
and sees the broken gl ass.

( CONTI NUED)
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The sil houette conmes fromthe shadows and pushes Charl es
agai nst the front door. The knife falls from Charles’ hand
and slides under the chair.

O f guard, Charles lifts his arns to protect his face.

The sil houette, Jenkins, grabs Charles by his arnms and

t hrows hi mthrough the doorway into..

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUCUS

Charl es crashes into the table, knocking it over.

Angel a screans.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, POND - NI GHT
David' s eyes fly open.

DAVI D
Mbt her ?

He rolls and | ooks up to his house. Another faint scream
cones fromthe house.

DAVI D
Mot her !

Davi d pushes hinself fromthe ground, and sprints toward the
house.

Marta wakes and wat ches as David i s running away.

MARTA
VWhat is it, David?

She | ooks down the hill toward her famly’ s house and sees
t he bl azing council building in the distance.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUOUS

Charles is slowy pushing hinself fromthe ground.

Jenki ns reaches under his armand pulls out a flintlock
pistol, pointing it down at Charl es.

CHARLES
What do you want Jenkins?
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JENKI NS
You had the council take ny |and
away from ne.

CHARLES
It was a unani nous deci si on.

Angela is sitting upright against the far wall of the room
her breat hi ng deep.

JENKI NS
You take nmy land, and then lie to
me about it?

Jenkins turns and points the gun at Angel a.
CHARLES

Damm it, Jenkins. There are bigger
t hings going on in our lives than

your farm

JENKI NS
Li ke what, Charles? Like Angela’s
si ckness?

Charl es | ooks up to Jenkins.
JENKI NS ( CONT’ D)
The whol e vall ey knows that you ve
been trying to hide it. W re al
sick of you running the vall ey,
Charl es.

Jenkins pulls back the hammer to his pistol.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - NI GHT

The door flies open as David enters and runs through..

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUOUS
David enters the room

CHARLES
Davi d, stop.

Davi d sees Jenkins for the first tine.

DAVI D
Jenki ns, you bastard.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENKI NS
Your father has been hoarding
supplies to keep your ill nother
alive, boy. He's been stealing from
the whole valley. |I’mjust doing
what’s right.

David | ooks to Charles. Jenkins' finger begins to squeeze
tighter against the trigger.

DAVI D
No, | am

CHARLES
Davi d, no.

Electricity engulfs David s hands. He lifts them and points
t hem at Jenkins; lightning shooting fromhis hands and sl ans
into Jenkins. The pistol goes off, alnost unnoticeably.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - NI GHT

Marta is just outside the house, blanket in hand. A blue
light flickers through all of the wi ndows of the house.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUCUS

Davi d begins scream ng, as his hands start to burn. Charles
pushes hinself toward his son and knocks himto the ground.

The electricity stops.

The charred and dead corpse of Jenkins falls to its knees
and then to the ground.

Charles | ooks up to Angela; she is lying on the bed. Her
hand is pressed agai nst her chest, covered in bl ood.

Charl es | eaves his son and cones to his wife's side. David
sits up fromthe ground.

Angel a’s eyes are closed and her head lies linp to the side.
Charl es nmoves her hand away from her bl oodi ed chest. He
| owers his head agai nst her stomach and begi ns crying.

Marta enters the room and stops just behind David.
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - NI GHT

The plant on the ground is conpletely shriveled and brown.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, CEMETARY - DAY

Most of the citizens of the valley are all gathered around.
Charles is standing tall over his wife's freshly covered
grave.

Thomas Sr. places his hand on Charles’ shoul der. David
wat ches fromthe back of the group. Marta stands firmy at
hi s side.

The entire crowd | eaves. Only David remai ns. He stands
quietly with a single tear on his cheek. He | ooks down at
the two headstones, nmarked Angela and the other Karl.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY

Charles is nailing a board over the front w ndow of the
cabi n.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

David is sweeping up the plant, and its dirt.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - NI GHT

A large bonfire sends snoke high into the air. Charles
stands by the fire, with the sheets fromhis bed in his
hand.

Davi d approaches fromthe house.

DAVI D
Fat her .

CHARLES
Yes, son?

DAVI D
|’ msorry, Father. | know you’ ve
told ne not to use the Bal ance, not
for anything, but...

CHARLES

| know, David. You were only trying
to protect your famly.
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Davi d | ooks off to the side, down the road to the rest of
t he vall ey.

DAVI D
s it true? Were you stealing
resources to save nother?

CHARLES
| was trying to protect ny famly
the only way I knew how. Karl had
gone away. You ve grown so much and
married Marta. Your nother was all
that | had left.

DAVI D
What were you taking?
CHARLES
The one thing | told you never to
use, David.
DAVI D
The Bal ance.
CHARLES
| used it to keep your nother with

me, son.
Charles throws the bl oodi ed sheets into the fire.

DAVI D
Father, |’ msorry.

EXT. CGRASSY VALLEY, COUNCIL BU LDI NG - DAY

The debris fromthe council building has |eft the ground
conpl etely black. A small band of people are raising a snal
tin building.

The people fade away and the building slowy fades to..

EXT. SAND VALLEY - DAY

The cabl e bounces to the small tin building in the
background. A stake is in the ground next to the door of the
bui I di ng.

Davi d approaches the building. He | ocks his foot next to the
stake and slowy lets go of the cable, grabbing the door. He
pushes the door open, and slides in.
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| NT. FOOD DROP - CONTI NUOUS

The small roomis |lit by a single tungsten bul b hanging from
the ceiling. The floor is covered in sand. Three people

i nhabit the room M CHAEL, caucasian 40's, JENN FER,
caucasi an 32, and DONNALY, caucasi an 33.

M chael is standing in a corner by hinself, while Jennifer
and Donnaly neke qui et conversation in another corner.

Davi d renoves his goggles, his eyes squinting, like he's
been in the dark for years.

M CHAEL
Davi d.

Davi d stops and | ooks to M chael.

M CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
The potatoes the wireless tal ked
about. The potatoes are mne. |f
there’s anything grown, |’ mtaking
it.

Jenni fer and Donnaly stop talking and stare at M chael .

Davi d stands, |ooking at Mchael, he is still w nded from
the wal k. He places his hand into his pocket and grabs the
kni fe.

DAVI D
Marta is sick. |I’mtaking what I
want for her.

M chael |ooks at David s hand in his pocket and then up to
David' s face.

M CHAEL
Sure, David. Watever you want.

M chael backs away from David and up against the wall of the
bui I di ng.

David relaxes his grip on the knife and | eans agai nst a
wall. He lets out a deep breath.

EXT. GRASSY VALLEY, DAVID S RANCH - DAY

The ground is nostly dead. A few spots of green are splotchy
across the land. The pond water is rmuch I ower than it has
been. David is wal king toward his house, sweat covers his
face and his hair is wet. A nusket is slung over his back.
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

A cloth door separating the nud roomand the |iving space
opens as David enters. Marta stands up fromthe table.

MARTA
Did you see anythi ng?

DAVI D
| don’t know if there are any
animals left. I"mafraid we'l|

starve.

Marta grabs a bow of soup fromthe counter and sets it on
the table in front of David.

MARTA
W still have potatoes. W wil|
eat, don’'t worry.

DAVI D
| suppose.

David | ooks at his soup and then to Marta. She sits at the
table with a bow of her own.

DAVI D
| have sonmething to tell you Marta.

She puts the spoon down on the table and | ooks up to Davi d.

MARTA
VWhat is it?

DAVI D
| spoke to your father today.

Marta’'s eyes are searching David.

DAVI D ( CONT' D)
He told ne that your nother and him
have been di scussing | eaving the
val | ey. Thom has al ready gone back
to the war, and they' re afraid if
they don’t | eave they' Il die here.

Marta' s eyes begin to well up. She | ooks away from David. He
reaches across the table and grabs her hand.

DAVI D
However. ..

Marta | ooks back to him

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D (CONT’ D)
If you want to |l eave with them we
can.

Marta sm | es.

MARTA
No. This is our home.

I NT. FOOD DROP - DAY

The door opens slowy. David turns his head as two nore
people enter the room He eyes themoddly as he grips his
knife again. M chael junps forward.

M CHAEL
Wiy are you here? This is our drop.

The man, FOOD DROP MALE, caucasian 20s, pulls his scarf down
fromhis face.

FOOD DROP MALE
Qur drop has been shut down. We had
no where else to go..

M chael interrupts.

M CHAEL
You better find one. You two aren’t
wel cone here.

DAVI D
M chael .

David takes a step forward.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
Renmenber your place. These people
are hungry, we should treat them
wel | .

M CHAEL
Wiy are you saying this, David?
Your wife is dying. She needs the
food these people will take.

Davi d rel axes.

DAVI D
W all need it.

Ared light on the wall comes on, quickly followed by the
drop alarm

( CONTI NUED)
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David lets go of his knife and pulls his hand fromhis
pocket .

The ceiling begins to shake as the center panel slides to
the side. A large pneumatic tube sits over the center of the
room

A vacuum sound begins to rush into the room |ouder than the
al arm and the outside wi nd. Suddenly boxes, cans and bags of
food drop fromthe tube into the center of the room

Everyone charges for the food. The vacuum sound fades and
the ceiling panel closes.

David grabs a can and shoves it into his bag. H's other hand
reaches for a bag. Donnaly kicks the bag away from David’'s
hand.

Food Drop Male swiftly punches Donnaly in the face. Donnaly
falls to the ground near the wall of the building, covering
hi s bl eedi ng face.

David grabs two nore cans of food and stuffs theminto his
bag. Food Drop Mal e stands over Donnaly and grabs the bag he
ki cked away.

M chael runs to the door with a box in his hand. Jennifer
drops to the ground next to Donnaly with only a single can
of food.

Food Drop Mal e hands the bag to Davi d.

FOOD DROP MALE
It feels like a potato, and maybe a
carrot.

David takes the bag with a smle.
FOOD DROP MALE ( CONT' D)
Tell your wife we hope it nakes her
better.

DAVI D
Thank you.

EXT. DAVID S RANCH - DAY

David is wal king toward the house with a bucket in his hand.
The wind is blowy forcefully. David blocks his face with
his arm
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

David enters the roomw th a bucket of brown water. He
places it on the ground and drops into the chair. He is
breathing deeply. He wipes the sweat fromhis face and then
rises.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

David enters. An excited Marta runs to himand waps her
arms around him

MARTA
| made you a new shirt.

She turns and grabs a grey shirt fromthe table. She hol ds
it up in front of her.

DAVI D
| can't wait to wear it.

Marta coughs a couple of small painful coughs and then | ooks
up into David s eyes.

MARTA
What’s the matter?

Davi d hesitates to answer.

DAVI D
Another famly left today. That
| eaves only three famlies left in
t he vall ey.

MARTA
| know it’s been hard since your
fat her passed, and ny fam |y noved
away. But we have each ot her

Marta smles at David, hopeing it will cheer him up.

A small smrk crosses David's |ips. Marta puts the shirt on
the tabl e and wal ks to the counter.

David renoves his sweat stained shirt, drops it to the floor
and picks up the new one. He slides on the shirt and begins
buttoning it.

DAVI D

Where did you get the cloth for the
shirt?

( CONTI NUED)
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MARTA
| found it in a box.

DAVI D
VWhere was the box?

Marta turns to face David, she is biting her |ip.

MARTA
In the loft. It was your..
(beat)
not her’ s.

David stops buttoning the shirt. Marta coughs again. David
sits down in a chair at the table. David takes a deep
br eat h.

Marta quickly comes to his side. She places a hand on his
rough face.

MARTA
| know the pain your nother had
before she died. | know your father
hel pl essly watched her die for
years before Jenkins... That
doesn’t nean you shoul d i gnore her
now. Think of this shirt as a gift
from her, not ne.

David pulls her hands down.

DAVI D
There is sonmething | haven't told
you.

Marta refocuses her eyes on David's.

DAVI D ( CONT’ D)
My father was using the Bal ance to
keep her alive. He told ne after
she di ed.

Marta sm | es.
MARTA
O course he was. She was the | ove
of his life. What would it have
been wi thout her?

David | ooks Marta directly in the eyes.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
Not hi ng. Just as m ne woul d be
wi t hout you.

Davi d | ooks away again, his eyes |ost in thought.

MARTA
VWhat is it?

DAVI D
| just remenbered sonething Karl
told nme once.

Marta smles again at David and kisses him

EXT. SAND VALLEY - N GHT

David is dragging hinself along the cable. He stops for a
moment and | ooks down at the cable. It is barely held
together. Hs head lifts up to his nearby cabin.

After a pause he lifts his foot fromthe ground and takes
anot her step forward. H's hands shuffle across the cable
W thout letting go. After another step, a strong w nd gust
bl ows fromthe side, knocking David fromthe cable.

He lays on his side in the sand. H s armreaches high into
the air, inches fromthe cable. It continues to bounce in
t he wi nd.

A single of David s fingers touches the cable, and then it
bounces away. The cabl e breaks, shooting away with the w nd,
nearly hitting David s fingers.

He pulls his hand close to his body.

DAVI D
(faintly)
Marta... |’ m com ng.

David begins to pull hinself across the ground, staying |ow.
He reaches out and grabs the stake that once held the cable.
He pulls hinmself to it and holds on tightly for a few
nonent s.

He reaches up and grabs the door to his house.
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I NT. DAVID S RANCH, MJD ROOM - DAY

The door opens and David walks in. He is wearing his | eather
coat, only it is brand new. H's goggles are unscratched. He
cl oses the door and | ooks to the ground.

He renoves the goggles and his hat and sets them on a hook
on the wall. He takes off his coat and puts it on the chair.

From the corner of the room he picks up a broomand starts
sweepi ng sand into the far corner. He places the broom back
into the corner and goes into the |iving space.

I NT. DAVID S RANCH, LI VI NG SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

David enters. Marta is sitting at the table, wapped in a
bl anket. A cup of water is sitting in front of her.

DAVI D
How re you feeling?

MARTA
My cough is getting worse.

Davi d opens a cupboard and pulls out a cup. He grabs a water
bottle fromthe counter and fils his cup.

DAVI D
The sand is getting worse. It’s not
that strong yet, but if nore trees
are lost then it will be.

Marta coughs, hard until she is hunched over the table.
David cones quickly to her side and noves her water closer
to her.

DAVI D
Drink. It’ Il help

Marta takes a small sip of the water and begi ns coughi ng
again. Marta clears her throat.

DAVI D
| think we're the last two in the
val | ey.

Marta | ooks to David, her eyes tired.
DAVI D ( CONT' D)
| heard on the wirel ess that

soneone m ght be comng to the
val l ey to evacuate us.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARTA
Where woul d they take us?

DAVI D
| don't know. The wireless a few
weeks back said that the whole
pl anet was covered in this desert.

MARTA
| f soneone cones, do you want to go
with then

DAVI D
They may have nedicines for you.

Marta | ooks around the cabin.

MARTA
What do we do for food until they
get here?

DAVI D

The wirel ess said that food drops
were being set up until evacuation
teans could reach everyone.

I NT. CABIN, SAND ROOM - NI GHT

David pulls the door closed behind him He renoves his bag
and drops it to the ground. He falls onto the chair and then
to the floor. He lies still for a nonent, breathing deeply.
He pulls down his scarf and renoves his goggl es.

DAVI D
(wi nded)
Marta... |’mhone, Marta. |’ve got
fresh food... and cans...

Tears are gathered on the brinms of his eyelids. David stands
slowy, picking up the bag. He uses the chair to brace

hi msel f as he wal ks into the. ..

I NT. CABIN, LIVING SPACE - CONTI NUQUS

Davi d wal ks across the room stripping off his clothes as he
goes. He is wal king sl ower and dragging his feet. A very
faint cough cones from Mart a.

David stops and | ooks at her in the dark.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
(wi nded)
Marta? | can't do this...

David drops the bag again and wal ks to the chair by Marta's
bed. He drops into it. Marta coughs again, a nore painfu
and wet soundi ng cough.

DAVI D
(w nded)
There’'s no air... | can't... we
can’'t breathe.

He grabs Marta’'s hand and holds it as tight as he can.

DAVI D
(wi nded)
| have to see you..

Marta weezes hard foll owed by anot her hard cough.

David drops Marta’s hand and grabs the lantern on the night
stand. He funbles with a match and barely manages to |i ght
it. He | ooks to Marta.

She is small and frail, her hair still brown and curly. Her
skin is pale and yellowin the firelight. David takes in
anot her deep breath.

DAVI D
(w nded)
You're still so beautiful, Marta.

Davi d’s head drops. He places his palmonto Marta' s stomach.
Her hand grabs onto his.

Davi d begins to cough as his hand begins to glow the
slightest shade of light blue. Marta' s hand squeezes
Davi d’ s.

DAVI D
| | ove you, Marta.

Marta' s chest rises as air fills her lungs. She |ooks to
Davi d, placing a hand on his face.

MARTA
(weak)
Davi d.
(beat)
What have you done?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
(wi nded)
|’ ve made you well. We can be..

The lantern begins to flicker. David | ooks to Marta. Her
hand falls to her side. The blue fades fromhis hand. The
| antern goes out.

MARTA
(weak)
...
The air | eaves her lungs, as her body sinks into the bed.
DAVI D
(weak)
Marta... |'m..
Marta’s hand rel axes on David’s.
A single tear begins to well up on David s cheek. H s eyes
beconme heavy and his body sloutches forward until his face
presses agai nst the mattress.
He takes another deep breath and exhal es.
David dies, his eyes open and staring out into the cabin.

FADE OUT



