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DEFENDER
FADE | N:
EXT. H GH SCHOOL YARD — DAY

Qutskirts of the yard, a dimnutive boy, TOBI AS TOBY FRI EDVAN
ei ghteen, attractive but understated, |ooks younger, dressed
as if he junped out of a GoodWII| box, sits at a table,
feverishly sketching, his half-eaten lunch in front of him

On the page, the sonewhat anorphous formof a man, living in
a shadow1like world, explodes fromthe tip of his pen. Toby
speaks in VO CE OVER

TOBY (V.0O.)
The Defender is a creature of nyth,
of shadows, who lives in a world
between |life and death, that place
that all of us fear, but do not know.
He is the Defender of the weak and
i nnocent, those who cannot defend
t hensel ves.

Toby hol ds up, and admres his sketch.

TOBY (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
He woul d defend nme if he were real.
But he's not. He lives only in ny
i magi nati on.

Swaggering by Toby, a hateful sneer on his Neanderthal face,
i s HART LANE, eighteen, athletic with nodel good | ooks.
Toby cowers as he passes.

HART
Have a nice day, bitch

Hart | eaves Toby swming in a pool of fear and saunters off
to his mnions who sit across the yard.

As soon as Hart is out of sight, a conely girl, ANDREA PUCK
MARTI N, sanme age, dressed goth, guitar in hand, plops down
next to him scaring the life out of him

PUCK
H , Toby!

TOBY
Coul d you pl ease not conme up from
behind ne |ike that, Puck?

PUCK
Sorry, baby. Wat's up?
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TOBY
Sket chi ng. \What about you?

PUCK
Just trying to survive another day
at Suckass Hi gh

TOBY
You're | ate.
PUCK
School play neeting. Y know, acting's
okay, but, | really want to put a
band toget her.
TOBY
Do it. You're the best singer
know.
PUCK

You're just saying that cause |I'm
your girlfriend.

TOBY
You see right through ne.

He gazes uneasily over to Hart and his friends.

TOBY ( CONT' D)
| can't wait till this year is over
SO we can get on with our lives.
Get away from Neanderthal asshol es
i ke Hart Lane and his suckass
friends.

PUCK
Suckass. Suckass.

She gi ggl es.

TOBY
Maybe when we graduate, we can go
away together before college. Travel
Sonmewhere. Anywhere.

PUCK
And maybe after college we can get
marri ed.
A quizzical, enigmatic | ook appears on Toby's face.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Unl ess you don't want to.
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TOBY
That woul d be wonderful. What about
ki ds?

PUCK

|'"d love kids. But not right away.
| have a nusic career to build, and
we have to get your paintings and
com cs out there.

For a nonent, all they can do is stare at each ot her
then, Toby turns his eyes to the jocks across the yard.

TOBY
Wiy do they hate ne so much?
PUCK
Because they' re Neanderthal asshol es.
TOBY
Do you renenber when we were all
friends?
PUCK

Then? The jocks? The pretty peopl e?

Us? We were in grade school. Puberty

changes things. Hornones and things.
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But

Toby's eyes drift back to the cool clique. Puck pulls his

chin back to face her

PUCK ( CONT' D)
This is the science according to
Puck. Sone peopl e get size, strength,
confidence, athletic ability; other's
get brains and talent. 1'll take
brains and talent. Fair trade. But
before you get any inferiority conpl ex
issues, | think you're a hottie.

She ki sses himtenderly.
TOBY
| think you' re the nost beautiful
girl in the world.
Toby ki sses her.

PUCK
You better, mster.

They ki ss nore passionately, then get up and nove off,

i n-arm

arm
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ACRCSS THE YARD

Hart | aughs as he returns to his table where his friends
sit.

HART
Did you see that? Practically pissed
hi nsel f.

Hs girlfriend, KIMBER KLARKSON, totally hot, snickers as
she | ooks across the yard.

Kl MBER
Is that so?

Hart | ooks back, nearly chokes on his laughter, as the rest
of them chuckle. SCOIT MAC MACKENZI E, sighs and | aughs.

MAC
Vll, you're just a scary guy, Hart.

HART
Stow it, asshol e.

The others: Mac's girlfriend, ALLI SON SUNNY LUCAS, a conely
girl, who has her nose buried in a book; RORY M TCHELL, kind
of a dork, and his girlfriend, 1VY BLANCARD, also attractive,
begin laughing a little.

HART ( CONT' D)
Gotta do sonet hi ng about that.

Sunny does not | ook up.

SUNNY

You'll score so many points with

that, Hart. Mght even win the title.
HART

Excuse nme?
AMBER

Ah, little Sunny. Always first with
the sarcasm Leave her to her books,
Hart .

Sunny flashes a scrunchy face.

AMBER ( CONT' D)
What a coneback

| VY
Bi t ch.
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AMBER
Thank you.

The early bell RINGS
I NT. H GH SCHOOL CORRI DOR

Toby and Puck wal k armin-arm

TOBY

Ckay, | have cl ass now.
PUCK

Duh.
TOBY

"Il come to see you right after

PUCK
You want to hang out at rehearsal ?

They both wear dreany smles. She kisses him They end up
in front of a classroom Continue kissing. She finally
pushes hi m away.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
You're going to be late.

TOBY
Who cares?

He ki sses her again.
TOBY ( CONT' D)
Li sten, my nom and dad are goi ng out
of town tonight. W't be back till
Sunday ni ght.
Puck grins sal aciously.

PUCK
Yeah?

TOBY
Yeah.

The |l ate bell RI NGS. She ki sses him

PUCK
Go.

ART CLASS

Toby paints a fanciful painting of himand Puck together.
Hi s teacher, M. ROWNE, Cones up from behind.
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M. ROVE
That's wonderful, Toby?

Toby nods and sm | es.

M5. ROVE ( CONT' D)
You should enter that in the art

cont est .
TOBY
| think I'l'l keep this one for just
me and Puck, M. Rowe.
M5. ROVE
You' d probably win first place again
no matter what you entered. | believe

that if you lived back in the
Fifteenth Century, you' d have been
pai nted frescos and ceilings and
carving marbl e statues for popes.

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Toby sits with the phone receiver tucked under his chin,
Def ender sketches strewn all over his bed.

TOBY
Where are you?

PUCK (V. Q)
Down the street, Angel. Com ng now.

| NT. FOOT BALL STADI UM

As the stands fill with spectators, the players warm up on
the field.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Ladi es and gentl enen, wel cone to the
State foot ball chanpi onship.

Appl ause erupts fromthe near capacity crowd. The coach
calls the teamto the sideline.

ANNCOUNCER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
| nt r oduci ng your hone team Capt ai n.
Hart Lane.

Hart flies onto field |like a bull freed fromhis pen.
ANNOUNCER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Next up are the co-team captains,
Scott MacKenzie. And Rory Mtchell.

The other two join Hart, high-fiving.
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| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM
Toby sketches feverishly as he hears Puck enter down stairs.
Rapi dly, he puts the Defender sketches away. Monents | ater
Puck enters, a glowing smle on her face.
They seemto float together, as if gravity vani shed.
PUCK

|'ve waited for this nonent for a

lifetinme, ny angel.
Passi onately, they kiss.
| NT. FOOT BALL FI ELD

Hard scranbl es behind the |ine, searching down field. He
| aunches the ball and it...

Hts Mac's hand and bounces into the air. A few defenders
bounce the ball around, but it falls into Rory's hand and he
scranbl es to score.

| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM

Lovingly, Toby lowers his now naked Puck to the bed.
Instinctually, their hands roam Lips Kkiss.

| NT. FOOT BALL FI ELD

Wth the gane still undecided, the unholy three retake the
field. Al gaze angrily at the tie score on the scoreboard.

| NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM

Toby and Puck vibrate as they clinmax.

| NT. FOOT BALL FIELD

The players get into position. The referee blows the whistle.
Hart, the QB., stands over center as Rory sets up as a w de
receiver and Mac lines up as a tight end.

Center snaps to Hart, who fakes the hand-off and fades back.
Mac bl asts through the line and gets free, as..

Rory bl azes a trail down the sideline.

Hart airs the ball out...

Rory | ooks up..

Mac | ooks up, wth Rory ahead of him
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The ball goes over Mac's head and into Rory's arns as Mac
changes his role to bl ocker and takes out several of the
defensive players, allowing Rory to score..

The rest of the teamfollows down to the End Zone to
cel ebrat e.

| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM
Lyi ng together, love in their eyes, Toby and Puck cuddl e.

TOBY
Peopl e say that the first time is
di sappoi nti ng.

Questioning | ook from Puck.

TOBY (CONT' D)
They' re wrong.

Puck gi ggl es and ki sses hi m passi onately.

PUCK
Well, sire, now that we've taken the
next step in our relationship, are
you going to show ne the sketches
you keep hidi ng?

A hint of panic spreads across his face.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Unl ess you don't want to.

TOBY
No, | want you to see them

Toby slips fromthe bed and retrieves the sketches.

TOBY ( CONT' D)
These are pretty graphic, so..

PUCK
Let nme see them

Shock covers Puck's face as she views each sketch. Puck
fl ashes a devilish smle

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Gruesone. Not only the Unholy Three,
but the Three Wtches too. | nean,
who could m stake the surgically
enhances face of Kinber Klarkson and
little Mss Ivy Blancard.
| vy Bl ancard.

( MORE)

Page 8.
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PUCK ( CONT' D)
The only idiot left for Rory Mtchell.
And there's poor little Mss Allison
Sunny Lucas, who used to have a soul,
but sold it to the devil. You better
not |l et them see these.

TOBY
| don't intend to. 1've altered
them | have another set to go into
the com c.
PUCK
Do you have a story? | nean, words?
TOBY

Sort of. But I'mnot good with words.
The publisher in Vancouver |oves the

story. But | just do the art.
PUCK
Want me to try?
TOBY
Wite the story?
PUCK
Wy not ?
TOBY

W' d be col | aborators.

PUCK
Col | aborated pretty well tonight.

Bot h laugh in an al nost enbarrassed way.
PUCK ( CONT' D)

| wasn't kidding about, you know,
getting marri ed.

TOBY
Me either. W' ve been friends since
birth.

PUCK
Listen to me, Toby. No natter what
happens, 1'll never |eave you.
prom se.

After a nonment, Puck retrieves a gold pen from Toby's
collection and draws a ring around Toby's ring finger. As
soon as she'd done, Toby does the sane to her. Passionately,
the kiss and fall back to the bed.
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EXT. HART'S BACK YARD

Bat hed in beer, the Unholy Three and the Three Wtches
celebrate. Bottle in hand, Hart stands.

HART
Al right. To us. First college.
Then the pros.

ALL
To us!

HART
And since things are going so good,
l"mgoing to, in front of this
gathering of friends: Rory, the
idiot...

Al'l bust on Rory. He waves them off dism ssively.

HART ( CONT' D)
Hs girlfriend, Ivy. Wy she goes
out with him I'll never know, Mac,
and his fine little lady, the ever
patient Sunny. Before you all..

Hart gets down on one knee.

HART ( CONT' D)
| ask you, Kinber Marie Klarkson..

He pulls out the ring box, opens it and presents it to Kinber.
Her nout h goes agape.

HART ( CONT' D)
WIIl you marry ne?

She | ooks at each of her female friends, then junps into his
arns.

Kl MBER
Shit, yeah!

She makes hi m place the ring on her finger. Just as quickly
as the ring goes on her finger, the boys take off, |eaving
the girls to admre the ring.

| VY
God, you're so lucky, Kinber. You
get the King of the Jocks. | get
Rory Mtchell.

Kl MBER

Ch, please, |vy.
( MORE)
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Kl MBER ( CONT' D)
It's not your fault you got Rory.
He was the only one left.

SUNNY
| bet Mac gets ne a bigger one than
t hat .

KI MBER
Poor little jeal ous Sunny. One day
Mac' || spend sone nbney on you.
Maybe a box of Cracker Jack. They
still have rings in them Don't
t hey?

| VY

| better get nore than Cracker Jack.
OTHER SI DE OF YARD
Rory taps the keg, as the other two gather around.
RORY
| can't believe you did that. Howre

you gonna get extras in college with
that ring on her finger?

HART
Moron, that guarantees it. | have
the girl I want to marry. And because
she knows how nmuch noney I'Il make
in the pros, she'll let me do what |
want .

MAC

Make sure you get a good pre-nup

HART
You idiots don't understand. She'l
never divorce ne. Have to know how
to pick your gold diggers. Take
lvy. She's cute. Geat body. But
she breaks up with you every ot her

weekend.
RORY
She cones back
MAC
Maj or probl ens there, brother.
RORY
After this gane, I'll get whatever |
want from her. | will walk the halls

i ke a king.
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HART
More |ike a prince.

Mac and Hart |augh. After a nonent, Rory joins them

RORY
W' re gonna nake it.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD — DAY
Standi ng together just inside the gate, crestfallen at the

jock's display, Puck and Toby watch as the jocks and the
pretty people celebrate the foot ball team s victory.

TOBY
They won | ast night.

PUCK
Wonder f ul .

TOBY

The halls will be filled with
t est ost erone.

PUCK
And sycophants. Plan for today:
avoi d jocks and pretty people.

Locki ng hands, they head for the school.
| NT. HI GH SCHOOL CORRI DOR

Leani ng agai nst the wall next to a classroom Toby and Puck
gaze in disbelief as the high fives, knuckle smacking and
gorilla yelling jocks cel ebrate.

TOBY
This is truly amazing.

PUCK
More |i ke sickening. Toby, please
be careful today. Don't give them
any reason to give you shit.

TOBY
Damm, | was hoping to get ny head
handed to ne today. You just ruined

ever yt hi ng.

PUCK
Pl ease don't be sarcastic. |'m
serious. | don't want anything to

happen to you.
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TOBY
| promse. | have every route planed
out. 1'Il vanish like the Defender.
PUCK

You' re cuter than Defender.
Puck gazes toward the gathering of the m ndless clique.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Just renmenber one thing. W're the
ones they'll want to be | ater on.

TOBY
Li ke that makes now easi er.

Puck ki sses himhard and shoves hi moff.

PUCK
Toget her forever. Prom se.

Toby wal ks backwar ds.

TOBY
| don't know what you see in ne.

PUCK
Everyt hi ng.

He blows a kiss to her and rounds the corner.
OTHER COCRRI DOR

A | ove-dazed | ook on his face, Toby saunters down the hall,
oblivious to the other students, who also are oblivious to
him Accidentally, he carons into Kinber.

The knock is barely hard enough to nuss Kinber's hair, but
it sends Hart into a barely controlled rage. He grabs Toby.

HART
You fucker! Keep your hands off ny
fiancee.

O her jocks and pretty peopl e gather around them
HART ( CONT' D)
Now you get down on your knees and
beg her forgiveness.

Toby drips in fear and appears to be ready to conply when a
TEACHER happens by and wades into the commoti on.

TEACHER
VWhat's going on here?
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HART
Not hing, sir. This young man tri pped
and | was just helping himto his
feet.

Teacher is not convi nced.

TEACHER
Is that so?

Nervously, Toby nods.

TEACHER ( CONT' D)
Al right. Shows over. GCet to
cl ass.

The teacher | eaves as the assenbly disperses. Hart lets go
of Toby, but before he can escape, Hart glares at him

HART
This ain't over, punk.

Toby, palpitating, nelts against the wall as Hart and the
ot hers fade away.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL YARD

Eating lunch together, off by thenselves, even Puck can see
the increased attention the cool clique is paying to them

PUCK
| wish they would just go away.

Toby nods and picks at his lunch. She glares at him
guestioningly.

TOBY
What ?
PUCK
|"ve known you too long. Spill it.

OTHER SI DE OF YARD
Hart holds court with his cronies.

HART
Little fucker's probably pissing his
pants trying to figure out what |'m
going to do to him

RORY
Did you see the look on his face?
Cl assi c.



The Def ender Page 15.

MAC
| don't know why you waste your tine
on him Hart. He's harnless.

KI MBER
You know, he barely touched ne. |
don't know why you nmade such a big
deal out of it.

HART
It's fun. That's why.

SUNNY
Pi cking on kids half your size is
fun? Were' d you read that, in the
bul Iy manual ?

HART
You don't know what you're talking
about, Sunny.

SUNNY
| knowit's bullshit.

RORY
It's like that guy Carwi n said.
Power of the fittest.

| VY
It's Darwin, stupid.
RORY
Shut up, 1vy.
| VY
Hey, don't tell me to shut up,
asshole. [I'll show you the surviva

of the fittest.

HART
Li ke I was saying before | was so
rudely interrupted, Darwin said --
like | care what his nane was -- the
big guys win over the little guys.
Surviving the fittest.

SUNNY
That's a perversion of the theory of
natural selection. The big guys
don't get to beat up on the little
guys. Besides, sone of the little
guys grow up to be quite big.
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HART
Well, you see it your way, and |'|
see it mne.
HI GH SCHOOL YARD

Puck, exasperated wi th Toby.

PUCK
How coul d you be so stupid, Toby?
TOBY
It's not like | planned it.
PUCK
You know he's | ooking for any reason
to...
TOBY
| know, Puck. He never goes down
that hallway. It was |like they were
waiting for nmne.
PUCK
Ckay. This is what we do. After
school, we'll avoid the Jock Hall way.

Head out the back door.

TOBY
This is only Monday. What about
tonorrow. And the rest of the week?

PUCK
One day at a tinme, Angel. | wll
dance on their graves if they hurt
you. | love you. | won't |let anyone

do anything to you.
Sonmehow, Hart slithers up behind them

HART
Don't duck ne, punk.

Hart continues on his way, striking terror in Toby and Puck.

PUCK
W have to transfer.

I NT. ART CLASS

Away from nost of the other students, Toby shows sone of the
Def ender sketches to Ms. Rowe.
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TOBY
Thi s publisher says he likes ny art.
| finished the sketches | ast weekend.
Puck and | are going to work on the
story for a graphic novel.

M5. ROVE
Well, | can't say nmuch for the subject
matter, but like all your work, it's
amazi ng.

TOBY

| was afraid to show themto you. |
mean, wth all the shootings in the

schools, | was worried you m ght
report ne.

M5. ROVE
| know your heart, Toby. It's a

good and kind heart. O course,
don't think Hart Lane and his friends
woul d be so magnani nous. Your worKk

is quite... Gaphic. | can tel
who' s who.
TOBY
| kind of went overboard on nmaking
it too realistic. | made a set with
different faces. | mght send them
M5. ROVE

| Iike the ones with you and Puck.
They' re sweet.

BACK DOOR OF SCHOOL

Toby and Puck stands, nervous |ooks on their faces scan the
crowd.

TOBY
They're not here.

PUCK
This is a good idea. W pick a
di fferent door until they forget.

TOBY
They're not going to forget. Three
t hi ngs make these asshol es happy:
Beer, sex and torturing ne.

PUCK
W'll do what we have to unti
school 's out.
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TOBY
| can't wait till this is over.

PUCK
When you're a fanmpus artist, and I'm
a fanous singer, we'll show t hem
al | .

EXT. SCHOOL YARD

St eppi ng out si de the doorway, Puck m sses the step and screans
as she falls to the ground and grabs her ankle, scream ng
and crying in agony. Instantly, Toby falls to her side.

Toby | ooks down at her ankle and sees the bone protruding
t hrough the skin. Panic fills his face.

TOBY
Sonebody hel p!  Hel p!

NEAR SCHOOL YARD GATE
Nearly in shock fromthe pain, lying on a gurney in back of

an anbul ance, Puck holds onto Toby for dear life. Puck turns
to the EM.

PUCK
Can he conme with nme?
EMT
Sorry, mss. He'll have to find
anot her way.
TOBY
"Il run down there, Puck. | prom se.
You will see ne there. You wll see

me there.

PUCK
Hurry, Toby. Hurry.

Puck and Toby never take their eyes off of each other until
the EMI cl oses the door.

ON THE STREET

Toby rounds the corner at a full run, chasing after the
anbul ance as it pulls away and runs snmack into Hart, who
smashes himto the ground. Toby's back pack goes flying,
and his Defender sketches spread out over the ground.

HART
That was for making ne have to | ook
for you.
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Wth ease, Hart lifts Toby fromthe ground.

TOBY
| have to go!

HART
Unfi ni shed busi ness cones first before
little broken girlfriends.

Ki mber, horrified, stares down at the sketches. Bends over
to get a better |ook.

TOBY
| have to go to the hospital

Kl MBER
Hart, | ook.

Slowy, Hart | ooks down and sees the inmage of his own face
staring back at him

TOBY
Let ne go!!!

Anger and rage, wells up inside of Hart.

HART
Oh, | think the hospital's in your
future.

Toby takes aimat Hart's balls and | ands a solid kick at
him Hart crunbles to the ground. Toby attenpts to flee.

HART ( CONT' D)
Get him!!

Rory and Mac grab Toby. Hart rises nenacingly, grabbing his
crotch.

HART ( CONT' D)
Time to party.

While the Three Wtches watch, Hart, Rory and Mac take turns
pummel i ng Toby. After only a few vicious shots to the head
and body, Toby falls linply to the ground.

| NT. HOSPI TAL EMERCGENCY ROOM

Puck lies on the gurney amdst the hustle and bustle of the
Emer gency Room her ankl e packed in ice, her nother standing
next to her. Anxiously, Puck scans the area.

PUCK
Mom where is he?
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MRS. MARTI N
|'"'msure he'll come soon, Andrea.

PUCK
He said he'd cone right away.

The entrance doors bl ast open as other EMI's rush a gurney
in. The victims face is beaten to a bl oody mass, and the
wheel the gurney into the slot next to her bed.

The nurse pulls the curtain around to shield her, but she
pulls it off the rails.

Puck struggles through the pain to watch as the doctors and
nurses slide himoff the gurney and onto the exam bed.
Rapidly the doctors cut the boy's clothes off.

Wt hout warning, the poor creature's left hand falls to the
side of the examtable. Puck's eyes go wide in shock as she
sees the painted on weddi ng ring.

At the sane tinme, police officers bring in a back pack, and
Toby' s Defender sketches fall out.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Toby! Oh, ny God! Toby! God dam
t hem

She reaches off the bed to get to Toby, becones mani acal and
has to be restrained.

DOCTOR
Get her out of here!

Puck cries on as a nurse plunges a syringe into her arm
Just before the sedative takes effect, Puck's eyes set in a
der anged gl ower.

EXT. HART'S PARENT' S BACK YARD — NI GHT

Hart paces around, rubbing his knuckles as the others sit in
si |l ence.

HART
VWhat do we do now?
| VY
You all go to jail.
RORY
Not if we keep our fucking nouths
shut .
SUNNY

W didn't hit him
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MAC
It doesn't matter. You didn't try
to stop us.

KI MBER
" m not saying a word.

Hart and Ki nber exchange | ooks of solidarity.

SUNNY
He m ght be dead!

KI MBER
Keep your voi ce down, Sunny.

HART
Look, this is what it is. No one
saw us do it. R ght? So, we were
all together outside the gym W
heard an anbul ance, and we cane to
see what was goi ng on.

He scans each face for unity.

HART ( CONT' D)
That's the story, then. Sinple one.
Easy to renenber. Don't add to it.
Don't change it at all.

KI MBER
W all get away wth it together.
O we all go down together

She hol ds her beer bottle up in the air, and one by one,
Sunny the last, clinks.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM

Lyi ng alone in the darkened room Puck, her eyes cried out,
her leg set in a cast, stares out the window into the night.

HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR

MR. and MRS. FRI EDVAN, Toby's nother, stands with the
enmer gency room doct or.

DOCTOR
" m not going to sugar coat this,
M. and Ms. Friedman. Toby's
injuries are severe. Hi s brain has
swllen. He's in a coma

MR. FRI EDVAN
Is he... 1s he going to recover?
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DOCTOR
It's too early to say. W' re doing
everything we can for him The first
twenty-four hours are the toughest.
Wth injuries this critical, prognosis
for a full recovery is limted. He
may never conme out of the cona.

Ms. Friedman fights to hold back the tears, and cleaves to
her husband.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
He'll be inI.C U until he
stabilizes. | nmust warn you, he
| ooks bad. So try not to be shocked.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
VWhat about Andrea?

DOCTOR
She's in a roomdown the hall. Her
not her just went hone to get sone
clothes. She'll only be here

over ni ght.

MR. FRI EDVMAN
How i s she, Doctor?

DOCTOR
Compound fracture. The leg wll
heal . She saw Toby brought in.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
They are very cl ose.

PUCK' S HOSPI TAL ROOM
Quietly, Ms. Friedman slips into the roomand noves to Puck.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
Andr ea?

No response from Puck.

MRS. FRI EDVAN ( CONT' D)
Puck?

Slowy, Puck turns and | ocks eyes with Toby's nother.

PUCK
He's dead, isn't he?

MRS. FRI EDVAN
The doctors say he's going to pul
t hrough, but...
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Puck flashes a di sapproving glare her way.

MRS. FRI EDMAN ( CONT' D)
He's in a comp, Puck.

Puck turns away as tears well up in her eyes.

MRS. FRI EDMAN ( CONT' D)
He's going to pull through. They
expect he'll live. But they don't
know t he extent of the danage to his
brain. They won't know until the
swel I i ng goes down.

Ms. Friedman takes Puck's hand.

MRS. FRI EDMAN ( CONT' D)
VWat's this? | saw the sane thing
on Toby's hand.

PUCK
W did it Friday night. W prom sed
we' d al ways be together.

Ms. Friedman smles broadly, but tentatively.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| don't know what |1'mgoing to do if
he dies.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
He's alive now, Puck.

Puck cries and folds into an enbrace with Ms. Friedman.
HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR

Two nmen in suits, CONRAD WEBSTER and VI CTOR BRESSE, fl ash
their badges at the nurse's station. The nurse points down
the corridor.

PUCK' S HOSPI TAL ROOM

A KNOCK on the door. Wbster and Victor enter and present
t hei r badges.

VEEBSTER
Andrea Martin?

PUCK
Puck. Nobody calls ne that nane.

VWEBSTER
Al right. Puck.
( MORE)
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WEBSTER ( CONT' D)
|"minspector Webster. This is
detective Bresse. W're investigating
t he beating of Tobias Friedman.

PUCK
Toby.

Webster sm | es and noves forward.

WEBSTER
Toby. W understand that you were
the | ast person to see Toby before..

PUCK
| broke ny ankle. He was going to
run to the hospital to be with ne.

WEBSTER
Do you have any idea ..

PUCK
| know exactly who did it.

I NT. POLI CE | NTERROGATI ON ROOM — DAY

Webster and Victor interrogate Rory.

RORY
| can't tell you nore than that,
Sir. W were all inthe ...

VI CTOR

We know where you were. You've said
that a dozen tines.

Webster pulls out a pack of cigarettes. Victor gets the
hint and follows him

VEBSTER
We'll be right back

VI CTOR
Don't go anywhere.

| NTERROGATI ON ANTE ROOM

Peering through the two-way w ndow, Webster puts the cigarette
back in the pack

VI CTOR
He's |ying.
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WEBSTER
Wrst |aw they ever made, forbidding
snoki ng i nsi de.

VI CTOR
In the old days we coul d' ve beat it
out of him And you should quit
snoki ng and | ose twenty pounds.

VEBSTER
You sound like ny wife. She keeps
trying to get me to quit.

VI CTOR
You should listen to her. Add years
to your life.

VEBSTER
Wo says | want to live that |ong?
They're all lying, Vic. Perfect
alibis. Stories all the sane.

VI CTOR
Al nost perfect crinme. No physical
evi dence.

WEBSTER
They even cl eaned under their finger
nail s.

VI CTOR

They watch too rmuch TV.

WEBSTER
No w t nesses.

VI CTOR
No one breaks the code.

EXT. POLI CE PARKI NG LOT

Webster, puffing on a cigarette, and Victor walk to their
cars.

WEBSTER
Let's get this straight. The six
assholes go free. And Toby Friedman
ends up a gork in some conval escent
hone.

VI CTOR
We can't save the worl d.
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WEBSTER
That's supposed to nmake nme sl eep
wel | at night?

VI CTOR
| don't know what to tell you, buddy.
Sonetines it just works out that
way. We can't beat it out of them

As they reach their cars, they see that six suspects exiting
t he buil di ng.

WEBSTER
Makes me sick to my stomach.
VI CTOR
Go hone, Web. Hug your kids and

your wi fe.

Victor gets into his car. Wbster |ocks his eyes on the
suspects.

| NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM — DAY

Puck finishes putting Toby's sketches up on the walls al
around the room At the bottom of the Defender sketch are
the words: | WLL BE AVENGED

She | ooks back to Toby's enpty bed. She then touches his
phot ograph. She places it on the pillow

PUCK
| hope you like this, sweetie.

Ms. Friedman enters the room and surveys the surroundi ngs.
MRS. FRI EDVAN

| hope Toby doesn't have a heart
attack fromfright when wakes.

PUCK
He | oves these sketches. Wen they
I et himconme honme, | think the first
thing he'll want to see are these.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
| think the first thing he'd want to
see is you

Suddenly, Puck begins to heave.

MRS. FRI EDMAN ( CONT' D)
Are you all right, Puck?
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She finally hobbles on her crutches to the bathroom Ms.
Fri edman foll ows Puck. Monents later, they return to the
bedroom Ms. Friedman seens suspicious, but says not hing.

PUCK
It's nothing, Ms. Friedman. 1|'ve
just be under a | ot of pressure.
Finals were a pain.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
Now you just have to get through
graduation. Are you ready?

EXT. H GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM — DAY
The PRI NCI PAL stands at the rostrum and quiets the crowd.

PRI NCI PAL
| am now proud to introduce your
val edi ctori an, Andrea Martin.

Slowy, Puck rises as applause builds and linps to the podi um
On her graduation robes is a picture of Toby.

The Unholy Three and the Wcked Wtches | eave their hands on
their laps as the rest applaud. Finally, Puck reaches the
rostrum and puts her speech on it.

PUCK
Over the last four years, we've al
wor ked hard to prepare for the rest
of our lives. | wish us all much
good fortune.

Webster and Victor stand at the back of the assenbly.
Tears well up in Puck's eyes.

PUCK ( CONT' D)

|"msorry. | had an uplifting speech
prepared. Platitudes about the
wonderful lives we can all have.

The famlies we'll raise.

Puck chokes back tears.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Most of you are aware of the |oss
|'ve suffered. In ny hands, | have
two diplomas. One is mne. The
other is ny best friend's. M
boyfriend. [It's Toby's.

She holds up a picture of Toby and glares hard at Hart and
his friends.
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PUCK ( CONT' D)
Toby canme home the other day. In a
coma. He may never recover. The
hat eful people who did this, they
know who they are. They know what
t hey did.

Hart turns away.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
That's right. Turn away, coward!

Hart fl ashes back to her.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
They're going to go onto great
careers. They'll have famlies.
And their children m ght even go to
this school. Terrorize others.
Wal k the halls that we now bid
farewel |
These people who did this cal
t hensel ves brave. But they didn't
have the courage to admt to what
they did and take their punishnent.

Tears pour from her eyes.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| love Toby. He's the |ove of ny
life. | wll devote nyself to his
recovery. And pray that, since the
cowards will not cone forward, that
fate avenges him

Leaving the picture of Toby, she gathers up the diploms and
bolts off, tears cascading fromher eyes, stormng right
past Webster and Victor as the appl ause ri ses.

I NT. MAG CK SHOP — DAY

Puck stands at the counter. A sonewhat eccentric-I| ooking
woman, LYSANDRA, stands behind the counter.

PUCK
And that's all | have to do? | nean,
|"ve tried everything.

LYSANDRA
That's it.

PUCK
And this wll work?
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L YSANDRA
It'1l work. But only if Toby wants
it. And it may take sone tine.
It'1] depend on how strong his spirit

is. And | can't guarantee how far
the spell will go.

PUCK
But it'll do what | want?
LYSANDRA

These are powerful incantations,
Puck. They m ght just nove beyond
your control. Are you sure that's
what you want, Puck?

PUCK
| want Toby back. | want those
fucki ng assholes to pay for what
they did, Lysandra.

L YSANDRA
Just renmenber | warned you.

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Puck, hol ding her graduation gown, breezes into the room
and goes right to Toby. Brushes his hair aside. Kisses his
f or ehead.

PUCK
|"mhere with you, Toby. So nuch is
going on. So nuch.

Puck rubs her belly.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| won't forget our prom se.

She pulls a box out of her purse. Inside are tw weddi ng
bands. She takes his hand and places one ring on his finger;
the other on her own. She kisses his forehead, his |ips.
Tears fall fromhis eyes.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| love you. And that's why |I'm doing
t his.

She goes over to a corner of the roomand puts up a magi ck
synbol. She lights a candle and illum nates the synbol with
it. She takes three deep breaths.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Zi kia kanpa. Zi Anna kanpa.
( MORE)
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PUCK ( CONT' D)
Zi dingir kia Kanpa. Zidingir Anna
kanpa. Hear ne, O Thou Mar duk
Come to nme by all the powers of the
word Dugga and answer ny urgent
prayer! Zi kia kanpa! Zi Anna kanpa!

As soon as she finishes, a breeze wafts around the room

In the background, Toby breathes harder and a gl ow appears
above him The sane gl ow appears above TJ who noans and
turns over, a smle on his face.

TOBY' S PURGATORY

Little light covers the anorphous | andscape, a | and that
undul ates as if it were alive. A rock BALLAD fills the air.

| NT. RECORDI NG STUDI O — NI GHT

In the vocal booth, Puck belts out a rock ballad. She has
dr opped the goth | ook.

CONTROL BOOTH

The engi neer, BOBBIE, and the producer, NORA, listen intently
to the session. As Puck closes the song, Bobbie and Nora
smle broadly. Nora presses a button on the board.

NORA
That's great, Puck. Cone to the
boot h.

Puck takes her earphones off and enters into the booth.

PUCK
Was t hat good?

NORA
It was great. The label's going to
| ove it.

PUCK
That is so cool, Nora.

NCRA
| see a bright future for you
Li sten, Bobbie and | were going to
get sonething to eat. Want to cone?

PUCK
| really shouldn't. | have to get
back and take the baby off Ms.
Fri edman' s hands.

( MORE)
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PUCK ( CONT' D)
| have finals comng. College
graduation. | have two comrercials
to do this week and an audition for
a commercial tonorrow.

NORA
And you need to eat.

Puck cont enpl at es.

PUCK
Just let ne call hone.
BOBBI E
Hey, Puck. | saw Toby's com c book.
Damm good. Hope he gets to do
anot her.
PUCK
Me t oo.

Puck takes out her cell phone and goes out of the booth.

BOBBI E
Kid has guts.

NORA
Takes a lot to raise a kid by
yourself, go to college and cut a
record all at the sane tine.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

A pile of paperwork stacked up in front of him Wbster seens
near exhaustion. A copy of Defender sits on his desk. Victor
saunters in.

VI CTOR

| think I've had enough for one day.
WEBSTER

Where you of f to?
VI CTOR

| have a date.

VEEBSTER
Wonder f ul . Look at this.

He tosses the copy of Defender to him

VI CTOR
Anot her comc for CJ?
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Victor fli

WEBSTER
Graphic novel. Picked up a fewthis
week. At first, it didn't junp out
at ne. Take a look at it.

VI CTOR
It's a comc. So what?

VEEBSTER
Take a ook at the artist and the
aut hor.

VI CTOR
| s that supposed to nean sonet hi ng?

VEBSTER
Don't you renenber anything? About
four years ago. The beating case at
t he hi gh school ?

VI CTOR
Oh, yeah. Kid died.
VEBSTER
He's in a coma. | did sonme checking

when | saw that. Seens that his
girlfriend got pregnant before the
beating. Andrea Martin. Calls
hersel f Puck

VI CTOR
The actress singer chick? | saw her
in a TV show. | hear she has a CD

com ng out soon.

VEBSTER
She's pretty devoted too. She noved
inwith the kid's famly. Changed
her last nanme to his. Wars a wedding
ring. Clains they had a private
weddi ng before the beating.

VI CTOR
Pretty weird.

ps through the comc

WEBSTER
True | ove. She graduates from coll ege
this week. Wrked. Went to school
Rai sed a kid. And took care of a
gor k.

Page 32.
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The inages are the spitting i nage of Webster and Victor.

Webst er

Webst er

VI CTOR
This is strange. It shows the
suspects we questioned beating the
kid. Grlfriends are there too.

VEBSTER
| know. He even has two cops
i nvestigating the incident.

VI CTOR
Puck did this?
WEBSTER
Toby did that. Before the beating.
VI CTOR
That's i npossible. How could he
know?
WEBSTER
That's the question. It pisses ne
of f, Vic.
VI CTOR
Why ?
WEBSTER

We both know who did this. Hart
Lane and his cronies got away with
nmur der .

ghts a cigarette.

VI CTOR
What can we do about it? Case is
over. |It's so cold it gives ne
chills.

VEEBSTER

Danmt, Victor! Don't you have any
feelings?

VI CTOR
Buddy, we had no physical evidence.
No wi tnesses. And no one woul d talk.
What el se could we have done?

VEEBSTER
We could have tried harder. W could
have made themtal k.

lights one cigarette off the other.

Page 33.
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VI CTOR
You nean handcuff themto a chair
and beat a confession out of then?
What do you want to do about it?
WEBSTER
If only it were that easy. W're
supposed to protect the innocent,
not be the guilty.
VI CTOR
So, let's take the weekend off.
Come in Monday and go through it
again. See if we can conme up with
sonet hi ng?
EXT. POLI CE PARKI NG LOT
Wal king to their cars, Webster still has a cigarette hanging

fromhis |ips

They stop

VEBSTER
VWat really gives ne the red ass i s
that Hart Lane, Rory Mtchell and
Scott Mackenzie all got into the
pros. Lane signed with the Texans.
Bi g signing bonus. They're going to
be rich and fanpbus. GCet |lots of
girls.

Toby Friedman is all but dead. He'll
never know his son. Never know how
devoted Puck has been all these years.

at their cars.

VEBSTER ( CONT' D)
W' re supposed to protect people
li ke him The ones who can't protect
thenselves. W failed him Vic. W
failed everybody.

VI CTOR
Look, boss. W're good detectives.
We'll find sonething.

I NT. HART' S PARENT' S KI TCHEN

Breezing into the kitchen,

and gets sonething to eat. Hi s brother, CASEY, about

thirteen,
back pack

nore |i ke Toby than Hart, enters and drops his
on the table.

CASEY
Hey, you don't |ive here anynore.

Page 34.

Hart goes right to the refrigerator
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HART
Beat it, twerp.

CASEY
Screw you. You're so intelligent.
| thought you were having a party at
t he condo.

HART
| am

Casey turns to | eave.

HART ( CONT' D)
Casey! Get your shit off the table!

CASEY
You' re not ny dad.

HART
Your dad won't beat the shit out of
you when you don't do what he says.

Rel uctantly, Casey picks up his back pack.
CASEY

You nmay be big man on canpus. But
this place is a lot nicer when you're

not here.

HART
Don't worry. | won't be around that
much.

CASEY

Good. Wsh you had been picked up
froman out of town team

As Casey takes his back pack, a copy of a com c book drops
out.

It is Defender. Slowy, Hart picks it up and stares hard at
it. He begins to palpitate. Frantically, he begins to flip
t hrough t he pages.

H's eyes go wde. In vivid color, he sees the sketches that
Toby drew, the very graphic sketches.
HART
Get a grip, asshole. It's only a

fucking com c.

He heads toward the garbage can, but stops short of throw ng
it anmay. Then, he rolls it up and shoves it in his back
pocket .
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HART ( CONT' D)
Ma, |'m going back to the condo!

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM

Puck, exhausted, enters the bedroom dunps her back pack on
the floor. She goes to Toby. Tends to him

PUCK
Still asleep, Toby? Still dream ng?

Puck begins to sing softly to Toby, caresses his head. At
the door, a little boy, TJ, her son, enters, rubbing his
eyes.

TJ
Moy ?

She holds out her arms. TJ goes to her and she picks him
and puts himon her | ap.

PUCK
What are you doi ng up, TJ?
TJ
Came to check on daddy.
PUCK
s that so? | mssed you so nuch.

How s nmy little boy?

TJ
Good. Modm nom and | wat chi ng daddy
for you. Just like you said.

PUCK
|''mso proud of you.

TJ
"' m proud of you too, nomry. How s
your CD?

PUCK
We're done. Alnpst. W'Ill check
the tracks tonorrow. Make sure it's
good.
TJ gives his nmoma thunbs up.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Then we're off to pronote the CD

TJ begins to yawn and fall asl eep.
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He nods.

He nods,

yawns again and falls asl eep.

TJ
You're going to be fanous.

PUCK
Ya t hi nk?

PUCK ( CONT' D)
So, how was daddy?

TJ
Sane. But | know he'll wake up one
day.

PUCK
You do?

TJ

| had a dream Daddy was there.

PUCK
Real | y?

puts TJ in his bed.

Rapi dl y,

she gets ready for

crawls in next to Toby. She caresses Toby again.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Do you realize how hard |I' m worki ng
for us, Toby? Do you? Are you stil
there? You have to fight hard to
cone back, Toby. | know it hurts.
| know your brain hurts.

| know the doctors say that you'l
never wake up. But | know they're
wong. | know you're alive in there.
You're a father. You have a boy.

You know that. TJ and | need you.

Besi des, your publisher wants Def ender
1. But | won't |et himget another
artist.

Tears begin to fall.

Sonme unseen force flashes past her.

the room

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Only you. | |ove you.

bed w t hout waki ng hi m

Page 37.
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The force cones again. She seens to alnost preen as if
sonmeone were running their hand gently down her back

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Are you trying to tell nme sonething?

EXT. TOBY'S PURGATORY

Fl oating through an anorphous world of col or--blues, blacks,
grays--Toby's spirit--as the DEFENDER--not fully forned,
hovers, not fully cognizant of his surroundings. Wen he
speaks, his lips do not nove.

DEFENDER (V. Q)
Who am1? Wiere aml1? This is so
strange. Were is here?

Wth great effort, he turns around. Searches the firnmanent.
The ground seens to undulate under himas if it had no
substance. Toby brings his hand to his nouth.

DEFENDER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
My lips don't nove. Can | speak at
all? 1Is this all in ny head? |Is
anyone here to talk to ne?

In the distance, strange buil dings seemto grow fromthe
ground like trees. A curious voice, famliar but faint,
sings out in the void. It is Puck in VO CE OVER

PUCK (V.Q)
Toby? | love you. | |love you, Toby.

Def ender searches frantically for the source of the voice.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Were are you? W0 are you?

PUCK (V.Q)
Come back to nme, Toby.

Def ender, now a little nore forned, Toby's face seem ngly
superi nposed on Defender's face, seens to cry.

I NT. HART' S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Wth animalistic fury, Hart pounds into Kinber. Sweat
cascades fromhis brow, dripping onto Kinber.

FLASHBACK TO THE SCHOOLYARD

Hart, Rory and Mac take turns pummeling Toby. Every blowis
punctuate by Toby's cries.
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HART' S BEDROOM - END FLASHBACK

Hart cries in enotional pain. The veins in his face bul ge
out, nearly popping out of his face as he grits his teeth.
Finally, he explodes with tornment as he HEARS Toby's cries.

HART
St op thinking about it!

Rol ling of f Kinber, bolting right up straight in bed, Hart
slans his face into his hands. Kinber rolls behind himand
wraps her arnms around him

Kl MBER
VWhat's wrong?

Hart's |ips nove but nothing cones out.

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
Hart ?

Slowy, he gets hinself under control.

HART
" mokay. [|'mfine.

Thoughtl essly, he gets up and wal ks out of the room
HART' S LI VI NG ROOM
Sl anm ng down anot her beer, Rory stands to the side of the

roomas deafening nusic fills the air. |Ivy screans at him
over the din.

| VY
| don't give a shit! [I'mtired of
this! Wi was she? Huh, Rory? Oh,
let me get this. It was only sex,

right? 1t didn't nean anything. It
means sonething to ne, asshol e!

W' re supposed to be engaged, you
fucking prick!

RORY
VWhat do you want ne to say? |I'm
sorry! It won't happen agai n!

| VY

That's right!

She rips the engagenent ring off her finger and throws it at
hi m
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OTHER SI DE OF ROOM

Sitting close together on the sofa, Mac and Sunny cuddl e.

SUNNY
There they go again.
MAC
She' || be back. Spent too nmuch tine

waiting for the payoff to dunp him
now. Shit, he just signed a contract
to play with the Eagl es.

SUNNY
That is so shall ow

MAC
Wiy el se woul d anyone put up with
Rory? | can barely put up with him
and he's ny friend.

SUNNY
I"'mglad | got the nice one in the
bunch.

MAC
Well, | save ny testosterone for the

field and the bedroom
BACK W TH RORY

Retrieving another beer, Rory goes on the prowl. He spies a
cute little blonde standing near the stairs, a beer in her
hands, talking to her friends.

RORY
lvy's gone? Next!

Swooping in on the blonde, JULIE, pushing one of her friends
aside, Rory tries to act suave.

RORY ( CONT' D)
My nane's Rory.

JULI E
| know. [''m Julie.

RORY
Cool. Hey, it's too loud in here.
Want to take a ride.

JULI E
| don't know.
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RORY
Come on. It's nice out. W can go
down to the beach. Look at the stars.

Nervously, she nods and heads out with him
| NT. RORY'S BMW — LATER

Bl asti ng down the highway, the top down, Rory can barely
keep it on the road. Julie is obviously not inpressed by
hi m

RORY

| signed with the Eagles. They're
i n Phil adel phi a.

JULI E
That' s great.

RORY
| could' ve stayed here. But this is
a good change. And | get to beat up
on Hart and Mac when we play them

Julie pulls the top off a beer and pounds it down.

RORY ( CONT' D)
That's it, girl. Pound it down.

EXT. GALVESTON BEACH

Pl ayi ng an obscene seduction ganme, Rory gets Julie into the
back seat. Doing her best to fend himoff, she tries to
stop himfrompulling her clothes off as he tries to kiss
her .

JULI E
Don't you have a girlfriend?
RORY
What kind of a fucking question is
t hat ?
JULI E
| thought you were engaged.
RORY
vy and | have been breaking up for
years. Tonight, | had enough of her

shit.

Despite her protestations, Rory presses on, janm ng his hand
bet ween her | egs.
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JULI E
Pl ease stop

RORY
"' ma professional foot ball player.
| deserve respect. She woul dn't
give it to me. She's done. Next!

JULI E
Rory, | don't want to do this. Please
st op!

RORY

You like this, don't you?

JULI E
Pl ease, Rory, please stop

I NT. HART' S CONDO LI VI NG ROOM

Sonewhat nore together, Hart goes to Mac, who draws anot her
beer fromthe tap and hands it to Hart.

HART
Were's Rory?

MAC
The | ove birds broke up again. Rory
scored sone freshman chick. You
okay?

HART
Just got done taking care of Kinber.

MAC
You're shitting ne and you know it.
VWhat's wrong?

HART
Drop it, Mac.

I NT. RORY'S CAR

Sitting next to the disheveled Julie, who struggles to get
her cl othes back on, tears rolling down her face, Rory seens
satisfied with hinself.

RORY
That was great, huh?

JULI E
Lovely. Can't wait to do it again.

Full of shame, Julie slips out of the car and vani shes into
t he ni ght.
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Too drunk to notice at first, Rory turns to where she sat.

RORY
"Il take you hone.

Sees she's gone.

RORY ( CONT' D)
Fucki ng bitch.

| NT. TOBY' S PURGATORY

Wi ppi ng his head around as a breeze turns into a gale,
Def ender sees another person out in the distance. It is
Rory.

Fearfully, Rory turns and sees DEFENDER, who MORPHS into a
nmonstrously huge creature with energy rings encircling him

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Come back! Pl ease cone back

Strange colors fill the sky: reds, oranges, greens, now
acconpany by the azure that was there before.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Wiy do you fear me? Wiy do you run?

RORY
Go away!!!

DEFENDER (V. Q)
Why? Pl ease stay!

Rory continues to run until he outdistances Defender.

DEFENDER (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
What have | done to you? Did | wong
you? Pl ease stay!

The wi nds die down as Rory | eaves.
EXT. STREET OUTSI DE HART' S CONDO — NI GHT

Rory does his best to get his car parked and sonehow manages
to get out. He turns around a couple of tines, trying to
orient hinmself. Finally, he sees the condo and heads toward
it.

| NT. HART' S CONDO LI VI NG ROOM

Staggering into the room Rory is too blitzed. He draws a

beer and heads to Hart, cornering him spitting beer al
over.
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RORY

Yo, Hart, you see the score | nade?
HART

| heard.
RORY

Done!  Next!
HART

You are a scum bag. But speaking of

"next", lvy's been | ooking for you.
RORY

Ch, shit. Do | snell |ike that chick?
HART

You snell |ike piss and beer.

Swooping in, slightly drunk herself, lIvy takes Rory's hand
and pulls himaway.

| VY
Can we tal k?

He nods and they head out of the condo as Kinber noves up to
Hart .

Kl MBER
Are you okay?

HART
' m fine.

Kl MBER
You sure?

HART

Kinber, it's nothing | can expl ain.
| know you want to help, but there's
not hi ng you can do about it.

Kl MBER
Can we tal k about? Watever it is?

Exasper at ed, he noves away.

HART
Jesus! | told you |l can't tal k about
it.
Ki nber's chin begins to quiver. Instantly, Hart goes to

her.
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HART ( CONT' D)
|"msorry, Kinber. | don't know
what's going on. Gve ne sone tine
to sort this out. Okay?

Noddi ng, she puts her head on his shoul der and hol ds him
EXT. STREET QUTSI DE HART' S CONDO
Rory and Ivy standing near lvy's car.

I VY

| know you get a little flirtatious
when you get drunk. But you have to

understand that | |love you. W're
going to get married. Have alife
together. | just have to be able to
trust you.

RORY

You want the ring back?

Noddi ng neekly, she puts out her hand. Fishing the ring
fromhis pocket, he places it back on her finger. Leaping
into his arnms, she hugs hi m hard.

| VY
| love you, Rory.

RORY
| love you, I1vy.

I nstantly, they hook up.

| VY
Let's go back to ny pl ace.

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM

Puck sl eeps next to Toby. Slowy, TJ enters, whinpering.
Then he | ooks to the altar that Puck built. He goes to it
and touches it. It sparks and sends him staggering back a
bit.

EXT. TOBY' S PURGATORY

Def ender MORPHS back and forth to Toby. He | ooks down and
sees TJ wandering around in the haze. He reaches down and
touches TJ's outstretched hand.

| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM

Puck wakes and sees and angelic gl ow surroundi ng TJ, who

reaches his hand up toward the altar. She gets up and goes
to Toby.
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PUCK
Hey, little man. \Wat's w ong?

TJ
| saw daddy's nan.

PUCK
Daddy' s man?

Hs little fingers extend up and point to the sketch of
Def ender .

PUCK ( CONT' D)
That's a picture, TJ. It can't hurt
you.

TJ
He won't hurt nme. He's hel pi ng daddy.

PUCK
You want to sleep with ne and daddy?

TJ nods and hugs her.

TJ
| | ove you, nommy.

PUCK
| | ove you too.

Under the covers, she finds a copy of Defender. Flipping
through it, she conmes to the sketches of Rory's end. TJ
points to the picture, then to the occult synbol in the
corner. Then to the painting of Defender.

TJ
Daddy' s man.

EXT. TOBY'S PURGATORY
Hart runs from Defender, fear carved into his face.

HART
Stay away!

DEFENDER (V. Q)
Don't run! Wy are you runni ng?
Wiy do | frighten you? Were are
we?

HART
Leave nme al one?

Hart runs past Rory, who has appears out of the shadows.
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HART ( CONT' D)
Run, Rory! Get away!

In a mad dash, Hart springs off into the shadows.

RORY
Why ?

Def ender appears, |oons over Rory, who freezes in fear.

DEFENDER (V. Q)
Tell me who | an

Def ender's eyes fix on Rory. A sinister grow slips from
Def ender's |ips.

DEFENDER (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
| know you!

Def ender noves in closer and closer, but Rory freezes in his
shoes.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| wll be avenged!

I NT. HART' S BEDROOM

Hi s eyes gushing terror, Hart blasts out of his al cohol-
i nduced sl eep.

HART
Rory! Il

Kl MBER
Hart, what's wrong?

Anxiety wites itself across his face as sweat pours from
his brow. He stands and goes to the bureau. He picks up
t he Defender com c

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
VWhat is that?

Hart holds the com c up and noves back to the bed.

HART
He's com ng for us!

KI MBER
Hart, it's a comc. You just had a
ni ght mar e.

HART

| need a drink.
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He heads for the door.
EXT. STREET

Staggering down the street, Rory snokes a joint, a stupid
| ook spreads across his face.

RORY
| am a professional foot ball player!

A voice cones fromthe ether

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You're a rapist.

Snapped back to sobriety, he searches the night for the source
of the voice.

RORY
Hart? Mac? This ain't funny!

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You shall be judged.

RORY
| know it's you, Hart! You can't
fool old Rory.

Fear increases in himwth every passing nonent. He shuffles
back toward Hart's condo.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

Movi ng nore quickly, Rory's terror pushes him But no matter
what he does, he can go no faster. The house seens further
and further away, even though he runs for it.

Li ke an angry bat, strafing his prey, sone sem -visible force
swoops down on Rory, stabbing at him knocking himto the
gr ound.

RORY
VWhat the fuck

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You idiotic beast!

Scrapping his shoes against the street, clawi ng at the ground
wi th his hands, Rory begs his body to get himto sanctuary.

RORY
You fucking bastard! Go away!
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DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You are living carrion.

RORY
Hart! WMac! Help ne! Pl ease!

Reachi ng one hand onto the front | awn of the condo, Rory
screans | ouder for help.

RORY ( CONT' D)
Hel p ne!

EXT. TOBY' S PURGATORY
Standi ng over the a lifel ess body, Defender gl oats.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You have been judged.

Slow y, Defender turns and | eaves the body where it |ies.
DEFENDER (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
Wiy did | tornent this creature?
VWhat told me to do it? Wat sins
had he commtted to deserve this
fate?
EXT. STREET

Puck pushes TJ down the nei ghborhood street.

PUCK
When you can't sleep, take a wal k.
Ri ght, TJ?

TJ
Yeah, nomy.

Puck al nost seens |ost in thought and TJ seens nore mature
than his years now

PUCK
It would be nice to take a walk with
daddy.

TJ
Don't worry, nmonmy. Daddy will wake
up soon.

PUCK
O course, he wll.

TJ
|'"'mserious, nomy. |It's already

started. He's com ng back.
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Puck stops the carriage and kneels in front of him

PUCK
What's started, TJ?
TJ
Daddy's com ng back. [It's Daddy's
Man.
PUCK
What ?

TJ points down the street.

TJ
He's down there. Daddy's Man. He's
hel pi ng make things right.

Down the street, Puck sees energency lights frompolice cars
and an anbul ance. Slowy, not taking her eyes fromthe scene,
she pushes the carriage down the street.

Gai ni ng speed as she goes, TJ's face nolds into a sm e,
then he begins to laugh with gl ee.

TJ (CONT' D)
Faster, nmommy! Faster!

Finally, she stops just short of the police tape barricade.
O ficials photograph Rory's body.

TJ (CONT' D)
Daddy' s Man's hel pi ng, Momy.

Amazenent fills Puck's face as she gazes at the crine scene.
She sees Hart, Kinber, Mac and Sunny, standing on the front
st eps.

| NT. WEBSTER S BEDROOM

In the darkness, Webster's cell BEEPS. He searches for it,
and checks the nunber.

| NT. WEBSTER S CAR

Rubbi ng the sleep fromhis eyes, Wbster arrives on the nurder
scene.

EXT. STREET I N FRONT OF HART' S CONDO
Putting another cigarette to his |ips, Wbster gets out of

his car and greets Victor, who has a near-vacant | ook on his
face.
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WEBSTER
Am | supposed to guess for nysel f?

VI CTOR
Ch, yeah.

Crossing the police tape, Wbster instantly recogni zes the
face. He can also see that the back of Rory's head is
m Ssi ng.

VEBSTER
Ch, shit. You call the coroner?

VI CTOR
Unger's on her way. She's going to
have a blast with this one.

Fl ashi ng her credentials, a m ddl e-aged woman, DR UNGER
enters the crine scene.

UNGER
What am | going to have fun with?

| medi ately, she assess the crinme scene. Her eye brows close
t oget her as she kneel s down.

UNGER ( CONT' D)
Ch, ny.

VEBSTER
What do you nean, Ch ny? It's a
gunshot, right?

UNGER

Hardly. Don't you see it?
WEBSTER

See what ?
UNGER

That defect is not froma gunshot.
Unless it went through his nouth.

Webster kneels next to her. Inside the wound, it appears as
if the entire brain has been bl asted out.
WEBSTER
What t hen?
UNGER
The skull's enpty. It's as if soneone

reached in and scraped the entire
brain conpletely out.



The Def ender Page 52.

VEEBSTER
No entrance wound?

UNGER
That is the entrance wound. The
back of his head was ripped off |ike
a can opener. \Wbster, look at this
scene. Do you see any bl ood splatter?
Do you see any part of the brain or
skul | ?

WEBSTER
Per haps he was killed sonewhere el se
and t he body dunped here.

UNGER
The tracks on the ground indicate
that he ran to this point and craw ed
here. He wasn't dragged or dunped.

WEBSTER
Vic, you talk to the friends?

VI CTOR
tt They didn't see a thing.

little
ja fucking vu.

A
De
WEBSTER

Any prelimnary ideas on who the
prep m ght be?

UNGER
Jack the Ripper's cousin?

VEBSTER
Doctor Unger, get ne sonething | can
hang a concl usi on on?

Webster | ocks eyes on Hart as he wal ks back to his car with
Victor. Wen they reach the car, both seemto slunp over
the top. Victor wal ks back to Webster.

VWEBSTER ( CONT' D)
What do think the chances are that
this nurder will go unsol ved?

Webster sees Puck standing across the street. TJ is asleep
in the baby carri age.

VI CTOR
|'"d hate to think that our nearly
unbl em shed record wll be bl em shed
again. You want ne to haul them all
in for questioning?
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VWEBSTER
You think that wll hel p?

VI CTOR
No nore than you do.

VWEBSTER
Well, that's that.

VI CTOR
|"mgoing home. [I'Ill file in the
nor ni ng.

VWEBSTER
Yup.

Victor gets into his car and drives away. Wbster wal ks
across the street to Puck.

VEBSTER ( CONT' D)
Puck.

PUCK
Detective Webster. \What brings you
here on this lovely evening?

WEBSTER
Pl ease tell nme you had nothing to do
with this.

PUCK

| did cast a spell once. But that
was a long tine ago.

VEEBSTER
Go hone.

She smles enigmatically as Webster gets into his car and
drives off.

Al nost as fast as Webster | eaves, seem ngly out of nowhere,
Hart approaches Puck, the others in tow

HART
VWhat are you doi ng here?

PUCK
Enj oyi ng nysel f.

Hart | aunches at her, but Mac stops her.

MAC
Don't let her bait you, man.

Mac noti ons down the street.
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| NT. WEBSTER' S CAR

Webster notices the commotion and stops in the street.
EXT. STREET

Hart sees the brake |lights go on.

PUCK
Are you going to beat ne into a coma
i ke you did Toby? Maybe you'd |ike
to kill our son too.

TJ murnmurs in his sleep.

TJ
Daddy' s man.

Hart becone terrified.

PUCK
Good night, Hart.

After Puck is far enough down the street, Wbster's car noves
off, and then Hart finds the strength to nove back to the
condo.

When Hart gets back to the condo, he glares back at Puck.
Puck nmoves on, and Webster's car heads on down the street,
and out of sight.

| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM
Puck sits in front of the occult synbol.

PUCK
Zi kia kanpa. Zi Anna kanpa. Zi
dingir kia Kanpa. Zidingir Anna
kanpa. Hear ne, O Thou Mar duk
Come to nme by all the powers of the
word Dugga and answer ny urgent
prayer! Zi kia kanpa! Zi Anna kanpa!

On the bed next to his father, TJ giggles softly in his sleep.
EXT. CEMETERY — DAY

| vy, whose tears flow like waterfall, sits with Rory's famly
next to the coffin. As the priest ends his prayer, Hart
stands next to the coffin.

HART
| don't have a |lot of words to say.
( MORE)
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HART ( CONT' D)
|"ve known Rory since we were in
ki ndergarten. He had a | ot of good
qualities. He was a good foot bal
pl ayer. He was always there for ne.
It was great to play on the team
with him And it would have been
great to beat the crap out of him
when we pl ayed Phil adel phi a.

Hart smles a bit at his own faux hunor and gains a few
smatterings of |laughter fromthe gathering.

HART ( CONT' D)
Hi s parents have | ost a wonderful
son. And his girlfriend, lIvy, has
| ost a wonderful boyfriend and future
husband.

Hart pauses for a nonent to choke back tears.

HART ( CONT' D)
We're going to mss him

Pulling a white carnation fromhis jacket |apel, he tosses
it onto the coffin as it lowers into the grave. One by one,
mourners file past the coffin, dropping flowers into the
grave.

The | ast of the nourners, her face marred by her encounter
with Rory, Julie stands over the grave with a flower in her
hand. Slowy, she crushes it and tosses the petals into the
grave. Incensed, lvy stornms up to her.

| VY
VWhat the hell is that?

JULI E
Just count yourself | ucky.

Furious, Ivy slaps her in the face. At first, Julie raises
her hand to return the favor, but then stops.

JULI E (CONT' D)
| just want to forget you people
even exi st.

As she | eaves, Hart turns his attention to the lone figure
standing off in the distance: Puck's enigmatic gaze
di sconcerts them all

HART
What the fuck's she doing here?

Hart noves in Puck's direction, but Kinber stops him
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| NT. HART'

The funeral

sane tine.

Kl MBER
Now s not the time.

S CONDO LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT

stands with Kinber, Sunny and Mac.

Across the room

about si X

Kl MBER
VWho' s that?

HART
VWho' s who?

Kl MBER

That guy with Ivy?

foot, chisel ed good Nordic | ooks.

HART
Billy Fisher. Eagles Wde Receiver.
He and Rory hit it off pretty fast.

SUNNY
Seens to be hitting it off pretty
fast wth |vy.

MAC
Fisher's not like that. He's just
being a friend.

SUNNY
H s body | anguage says ot herw se.

OTHER SI DE OF ROOM - | VY AND BI LL

Bill hands her a card.

She nods,

FI SHER
Take my nunber, Ivy. |If you need
anything, don't hesitate to call.

| VY
Thanks, Bill. You're such a friend.

FI SHER
| liked Rory. He was a bit of a
goof. But | liked him Listen, |
have to go, but if you ever want to
visit, just call nme and I'll send
you a ticket to conme to Phil adel phi a.

sml|es and touches his armlightly.

reception is both sonmber and cheerful
Peopl e laugh and cry at different tines.

vy stands with a stunning man,

Page 56.
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| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM
Puck again sits in front of the occult synbol.

PUCK
Zi kia kanpa. Zi Anna kanpa. Zi
dingir kia Kanpa. Zidingir Anna
kanpa. Hear ne, O Thou Marduk
Come to nme by all the powers of the
word Dugga and answer ny urgent
prayer! Zi kia kanpa! Zi Anna kanpa!

She turns back to Toby, lying dormant in the bed, his chest
rising and falling rhythmcally. TJ breathes with the sane
rhyt hm

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Angel , can you hear ne?

TOBY' S PURGATORY

Def ender noves through space, through a | arge open field,
gazi ng skywar d.

DEFENDER (V. O.)
VWho am | ?

PUCK (V. Q)
Angel , can you hear ne?

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Who are you? Wio are you? Please
speak to ne.

PUCK (V. Q)
Zi kia kanpa. Zi Anna kanpa. Zi
dingir kia Kanpa. Zidingir Anna
kanpa. Hear ne, O Thou Mar duk
Come to nme by all the powers of the
word Dugga and answer ny urgent
prayer! Zi kia kanpa! Zi Anna kanpa!

As she speaks the words, Defender seens to grow | arger and
| arger. Muiscles seemto grow. Power exudes from him

PUCK (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Angel , pl ease conme back to ne.

EXT. HART' S CONDO FRONT STEPS
Hart, beer in hand, stands on the front steps, staring at

the spot where Rory fell. Mac conmes out and stands silently
behi nd him
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MAC
You gonna stare at that spot forever?

HART
Trying to figure out how I' m goi ng
to kill that fucking bitch

MAC
Hart. Mron. You just signed a

fairly lucrative deal with the Texans.

Now, you can do one of two things:
kill her and spend the rest of your
l[ife in prison.

HART
|'"d only do about seven to ten years.

MAC
Sonme consol ation for |osing your
career. O vyou can play foot ball.
Make tons of noney. Bag |ots of
babes. Make kids with Kinber.

Mac reaches into pocket and produces a Quarter.

Hart nods

MAC ( CONT' D)
Want to flip? See which you should
do?

HART
Shut up.

MAC
She couldn't have done that to Rory.
Hell, he's pissed off enough people
in the world. They'd probably |ine

up around the block to kill him
HART

Shut up.
MAC

Maybe Bill Fisher did it to get his
girl.

HART
You are an asshol e.

MAC
Cal nred down yet?

reluctantly.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Not hi ng can touch us.

Page 58.
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A freak wind blows past them The night is calm No w nd.
Both of them | ook strangely, disconcertingly at each other.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Let's get inside.

HART
| need a beer.

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM

TJ sits in a small chair near Toby's bed. Puck sits in a
chair between them

PUCK
| have a new song, TJ. Want to hear
it? If youlike it, I'lIl record it.

She turns down the TV volune with the renote.

TJ
| | ove when you sing, Mmy.

Puck begins singing the song. TJ smles broadly.
TOBY' S PURGATORY

The sounds of PUCK SI NG NG echo through the ether. Defender
searches for the source of the nusic.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Are you here? Hello? Please show
yoursel f.
Suddenly, the nusic cones to a close.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Pl ease cone back

TOBY' S BEDROOM

Puck finishes her song with a | ook of uncertainty.

PUCK
What do you think?

TJ
It's awesone. | love it. Daddy
does too. W |ove when you sing,
Moy .

PUCK

Where did you cone fron? You just
don't seemlike a normal five year
ol d.
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TJ
Daddy's com ng honme soon, Momy.

Puck hugs him

PUCK
| believe you, TJ.

Rory's face appears on the TVin a news report. TJ G ares
at the screen. He points to the inmage.

TJ
That man's in Hell.

Rapi dly, Puck turns to see who it is. She turns the sound
up as the report of his nmurder concl udes.

PUCK
Do you know hi nf

TJ
Daddy's Man does. He knows he's one
of the bad nen who hurt daddy. He
got himand took himto Hell. Daddy's
Man told ne.

Puck pal pitates as she | ooks at the screen, then at TJ, then
back to the screen.

PUCK
What do you nean?

TJ
You said a prayer that Daddy's Man
coul d hel p.

TJ he points to the Defender.

TJ (CONT' D)
And he di d.

PUCK
TJ?

TJ

You believe. Don't you, Momy? You
have to believe, Momy, or it won't
wor k. Daddy's Man won't cone if you
don't believe.

Puck chokes back tears.
PUCK

| believe, TJ. | really do.
bel i eve.



The Def ender

TJ
It's okay to cry, Momy. It shows
you care

Puck bursts into tears and hugs TJ.

PUCK
How d you get so smart?
TJ
Don't you know?
PUCK
No, sweetie. | don't.
TJ
It comes fromyou and daddy. | got
good parts fromboth of you. It's

I i ke when you m x chocol ate and
vanilla. They're good al one. But
they' re better when you m x them

PUCK
| like it that way.

TJ
It's not chocolate and vanilla
anynore. But you taste the best of

both of them Isn't that neat, Mmmy?

PUCK
Very much so, ny choco-vanilla boy.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON — DAY

Webster stares at Rory's nurder file. After a nonent,

closes it. Victor stares at him

VI CTOR
So, that's it?

VEBSTER
| wish. Unger wasn't any hel p.
Conpl et e exsangui nation. Not a drop
of liquid blood in the body, and it
was all sucked out of his head.

VI CTOR
Maybe a bird flewin a sucked it
out .

Webster flashes a di sapproving gl ance.

Page 61.

he



The Def ender Page 62.

VI CTOR ( CONT' D)
No physical evidence at the scene.
Unger said that he died where he was

f ound.
Webster lights a cigarette.
VEBSTER
| know. | know. The Chief's crawling

up nmy ass for closure on this thing.
The kid's parents are scream ng for

results. And | noticed that you're

curiously absent when |I'mgetting ny
ass chewed out.

VI CTOR
Well, you're the senior. [It's your
job to take shit.

Webst er shakes his head and opens the file again to scan the

crinme scene photos. In one of the photos, Puck appears.

WEBSTER

Look at that.
VI CTOR

The girl?
WEBSTER

Look cl oser.
VI CTOR

Cut e chi ck.
WEBSTER

How di d you ever becone a detective?
VI CTOR

Charm personality and good | ooks.
WEBSTER

That's that singer girl. Puck.
VI CTOR

The girlfriend of the gork.
Webst er nods.

VI CTOR ( CONT' D)
Maybe this is a weird sort of
retribution. Fate got back at him
for what he did to the... Wiat's his
name?
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WEBSTER
Toby.

VI CTOR
You think this Puck girl sucked that
guy's brains out?

VEBSTER
Way this is shaping up, it wouldn't
surprise nme. This stinks Vic.
| NT. MAKEUP TRAI LER

Puck sits in a makeup chair, sipping on a soft drink as the
makeup artist applies the makeup. Wbster and Victor stand
off to one side.

WEBSTER

We just wanted to know why you were
t here, Puck.

PUCK
| spend | ong hours working. Wen
get honme, | like to spend tinme with
my son. Wen the weather's nice,
like it was that night, | like to

wal k at night wwth him It helps
keep ny girlish figure.

VI CTOR
So, it was an accident?

PUCK
Rory's death? How should I know?

VI CTOR
You being there.

PUCK
| live nearby. M son pointed down
the street. He wanted to see what

all the lights were about. | didn't
even know Hart lived there until
t hen.

WEBSTER

Why' d you stay so | ong?

PUCK
Way don't you ask the other spectators
who were there?

WEBSTER
You knew Rory. You had reason not
to like him
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PUCK
He wasn't the biggest asshole in ny
school, but he was in the top six.

WEBSTER

And you did have reason to harm him
PUCK

Want a list? How about al nost killing

my husband?
Webster and Victor stop for a noment.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
You know, if you two had taken enough
time before, you m ght have put the
asshol es who rui ned ny husband's
lifeinjail. And we wouldn't be
tal king now. But you just didn't
take the tine. O maybe it was
because they were high school foot
ball stars? Maybe that's it. Sonmeone
hi gher up told you to lay off the
i nvestigation?

WEBSTER
Puck, we did everything...

PUCK
Ch, please. Don't lie.

VI CTOR
Sincerely, there were no clues. No
evi dence. Everyone had an alibi.
W exhausted every avenue.

PUCK
Not every avenue, detective. |If you
had, the scum bags who rui ned Toby's
life would have paid for their crines.

Webster and Victor go silent. Mnents later, the door opens
and Nora enters.

NORA
Ready, Puck? OCh, | didn't know you
had guests.

PUCK
Be right there, Nora.

Nora cl oses the door.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Do you have any nore questions?
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WEBSTER
| think we're done for now.
PUCK
For now? Detective Wbster, | have

not hing nore to say on this issue.
| f you have any ot her questions
regardi ng the deceased, contact ny
attorney.

Puck st ands.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| f you have questions about Toby,
feel free.

Puck wal ks to the door

VI CTOR
Good luck with the video.

Puck sl ams the door behind her. Whbster and Victor sigh in
relief. Suddenly, Puck sticks her head back inside.

PUCK
Ch, detectives, renenber this. Wile
"' mworking and taking care of Toby
and our son by nyself, those asshol es
are enjoying their lives.

She sl ans the door harder.
I NT. 1VY'S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Ki nber, Sunny and Ivy sit on the bed watching nusic videos
when Puck's video cone on

Kl MBER
s that?

The others take noti ce.

| VY
Ch, ny God. It's Puck.

SUNNY
Shit. She has a video? Not bad.

KI MBER
Shut up. She's a bitch! Anyway,
back to the situation at hand, ny
dear Ivy. Wat are you waiting for?

| VY
| don't know.
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Kl MBER
It's been two nont hs.

SUNNY
Al nost t hree.

KI MBER
He gave you the nunber.

| VY
At the funeral. For enotiona
support. He was just being nice.

KI MBER
He's sexy. Rich. He just signed a
new contract. Major bucks.

SUNNY
Not an asshol e.

KI MBER
Probably doesn't even know how to
cheat on a girl.

SUNNY
You still have that apartnent in
Phi | adel phi a that you and Rory rented.
VWhat could it hurt?

After a nmonment, lvy take the nunber and dials.
EXT. CRU SE SH P — DAY

Swoopi ng onto the deck fromthe chapel, Hart and Ki nber,
rice falling around them head out into the sunshine, and
head to the rail. The newl yweds, stars in their eyes, |ook
out over the ocean.

HART
VWll, you got your wedding. But I
t hought you wanted a big weddi ng.
Famly. Friends, etc.

KI MBER
VWhat's nore romantic than a weddi ng
aboard a cruise ship?

HART
We shoul d have invited Mac and Sunny.

KI MBER
Mac and Sunny are getting married in
t he Bahanas as we speak.

( MORE)
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Kl MBER ( CONT' D)
When the ship docks there, we'll
have a little reception. And |vy
hooked up with Bill Fisher in
Phi | adel phi a.

HART
Doesn't waste any tinme, does she?

KI MBER
Can't wait forever. Besides, after
the season starts, it's going to be
al nost inpossible. This is the best
time. We're going to have a wonderfu
life together.

Hart smles and puts his armaround her. After a nonent,
t hey hook up.

I NT. TOBY'S ROOM — NI GHT

Drying her hair as she returns fromthe shower, Puck turns
the TV on and sits on the edge of the bed. The news is on
the TV. Puck turns and straddl es Toby.

PUCK
My love, you nust try harder. Do
you have any idea how much we m ss
you? Me? TJ? Your nom and dad?

The sports begins on the TW.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q)
Two hi gh school foot ball stars,
once friends, nowrivals, take to
the field for the first tine tonight
as opponents.

Mac's and Hart's pictures appear on the screen. Puck throws
the renote at the set.

PUCK
Mbt her fucker s!

TJ cones into the roomwith an ice creamin his hands.

TJ
Monmmy!  You shoul dn't use bad
| anguage!

She clinbs off Toby and goes to TJ.
PUCK

|"msorry, sweetie. And you're right.
| won't do it again.
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Lovingly, she picks TJ up and hugs him

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Hey, want to give daddy sonme of your
i ce creanf

He nods excitedly. They get up on the bed next to Toby and
TJ touches the tip of the ice creamto Toby's |ips.

TOBY' S PURGATORY

Defender is in the mddle of a nmael strom of col or and sound.
He stands transfixed next to what appears to be a statue of
Puck.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Were is everyone? Wio are you?

Beautiful. | w sh you could talk.
know | should know you. | know your
face. Puck. That's your nane.

Puck.

Slowy, he circles the alnost life-1ike statue.

DEFENDER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
How do | know you?

He touches the foot of the statue.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
How | ong have | been here? Can you
tell me? Strange. | don't fee
| onely when this Puck is here. You're
the only one who stays. Not I|ike
the frightened ones.

A novement off to the side distracts him

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
They' re back! Tell nme who they are,
Puck. Can they see ne?

Rage begins to appear on his face as he noves toward the
creature.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Cone here! Tell nme who | an

Def ender can barely see who it is.

DEFENDER (Q ' S.) (CONT' D)
| demand that you cone back! How
dare you cone to ny world and not
show yoursel f!
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Defender, in a rage, noves faster and faster toward the
creature in the distance.

DEFENDER (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Come back! Pl ease cone back

Turning, the statue of Puck is still near him

DEFENDER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Puck! M beautiful, quiet Puck.
Wiy don't you nove? Who are you?
Pl ease tell nme who they are. Are
the others the key? Do they hold
t he answers?

Rain begins to fall around him At the horizon, rain-filled
cl ouds begin to roll in.

DEFENDER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Are they there? | can feel them
Wiy do they fear ne? They won't
come close. |If they did cone, |
woul d break them Just like |I did
the other. | would tear into their
flesh! Bleed theml Snap their bones!

PUCK (V.Q)
You can do it, ny |ove.

Def ender, shocked into silence. Eyes snap to Puck.

DEFENDER (V. Q)
s that you, Puck? 1Is that your
voi ce?

PUCK (V. Q)
You nmust do it!

Agai n, sonething in the distance catches his eye. Moving
away fromthe statue, he scans the distance to find what he
saw.

DEFENDER (V. O.)
Who are you?

On the horizon, he sees the withing, dancing anorphous form
of a seductive girl, dripping |asciviousness. As he watches
her, noves toward her, his face turns dark, sinister.

DEFENDER (V. Q) (CONT' D
| see you. | have sonething for
you.
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| NT. HOTEL ROOM — NI GHT

II'lum nated by the lights fromoutside, Bill Fisher thrusts
into vy, sweat pouring fromhis brow She waps her |egs
around him pulls himcloser, kisses himdeeply, hugs him

| ooking up to the ceiling.

A giant smle appears on her face as an enigmati c shadow
shoots across the room and catches Ivy's eyes.

| VY
VWhat was that?

Bl LL
What ?

| VY
Sonmething's in the room

Bill rolls off her and searches the darkness.

Bl LL
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

| VY
| thought | saw sonmeone in the room

Bill turns on the lanp and gets out of bed, standing naked
in the glow

Bl LL
| don't see anyt hing.

| VY
| do.

Slowy, she slinks out of bed and wraps her arns around his
muscul ar body. Qut of the ether, a VO CE CALLS.

DEFENDER (V. Q)
You're time will come.

Terror wites itself across her face.

Bl LL
VWhat is it?

| VY
Hol d me.

| NT. FOOT BALL FI ELD — NI GHT
Bill and Ivy take their seats in the stands as the gane goes

on. Next to them Kinber and Sunny take their seats, flashing
their new weddi ng rings.
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| VY
| can't believe you guys got married
like that. M parents would kil
ne.

SUNNY
Mac's parents were so angry that we
didn't get married at hone.

KI MBER
That's bullshit. They were pissed
they could get a pre-nup before you
got marri ed.

Suddenly, to Ivy, Kinber's face MORPHS into the inage of
Def ender .

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
Hart's parents were t he same way.

She sees the sane look in Ivy's face. But at the sane tineg,
Kinmber's face turns back to her own. They're both unnerved.

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
Are you okay?

| VY
Yeah, yeah, |'mfine.

They do not | ook fine.
EXT. FOOT BALL FI ELD PARKI NG LOT

Waiting for their husbands with Bill and Ivy, Kinber and
Sunny, kibitz. In one of the passersby, lIvy again sees the
anor phous face of Defender. She seens uneasy and startl ed.

| VY
| have to go back to Philly tonorrow
But Bill has to go tonight. Maybe
we can hang out after | take himto
the airport.

Kl MBER
Sure. Meet us at ny place and we'l|l
go fromthere.

| VY
Geat. | just don't want to be al one
t oni ght .

SUNNY

Grl's night out. Shit. W haven't
hung out in nonths.
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EXT. Al RPORT DROP- OFF

Bill drops his bag off at the baggage check and turns back
to lvy. They head inside the airport.

| NT. Al RPORT CONCOURSE

lvy's eyes dart nervously to and fro.

Bl LL
|"mgoing to be late. 1'll see you
in Philadel phia in tw days.
| VY
Ckay.
AT THE SECURI TY GATE
Bill gets ready to get in |ine.
| VY
I"'mnot ticketed. | have to stay
her e.
Bl LL
What's wong? You seem nervous.
I VY
I"'mfine. Really. You go back to
Phi | adel phia. 1'Il be fine.
Bl LL
| | ove you.
| VY
| | ove you.
Bill kisses her forehead and heads toward the x-ray nmachi nes.
vy waits for a nonent, waving to Bill until he di sappears.

I NT. I'VY'S CAR

lvy's stuck in bunper to bunper to traffic. Wrry etched on
her face. Every face She |ooks into, for a nonent, turns to
Def ender .

| VY
You're not real. Go away.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Justice nmust be done.

Tears flow from her eyes and snear her makeup. Wth her
fists, she wipes the tears away, further snearing her nakeup.
Finally, traffic eases and she hits the gas.
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| VY
Leave ne al onel

DEFENDER (V. O.)
You nust be judged.

vy floors it, weaving in and out of the traffic.

I VY
Who are you? What do you want with
me?

DEFENDER (V. O.)
Wong nust be made right.

| VY
Go away!

Her eyes cloud with tears. She can hardly see the road ahead.
In a blind rage, she bullets down the hi ghway.

| vy shri eks.
| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM — DAY

Waki ng to the norning news, Puck clears her eyes as she sees
the report of a massive accident on the Queen Elizabeth \Way.

REPORTER (V. O.)
Late last night, a tragic accident
took the life of the girlfriend of
Eagle's Wde Receiver, Bill Fisher.

lvy's picture appears on the screen.

Though the wi ndow is closed, a cool breeze wafts through the
room Instantly, Puck spins around, |ooks at Toby. From
behi nd her, TJ's voice intones.

T3 (O S.)
He's com ng, Monmy. Don't worry.

Puck spins around.
TJ (CONT' D)
Don't worry, Mommy. Daddy's Man
said everything' s going to be okay.
EXT. CEMETERY GRAVE S| DE — DAY

A cool mst rains slowy, soaking the gathering. Tears fill
Bill's eyes as he stands with Ivy's famly.
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EDGE OF THE CEMETERY

Webster crushes out a cigarette and prepares to |ight another.
He stops short when he sees Puck.

The light fromthe match burns his fingers, and he turns
awnay.

Instantly, he turns back, but Puck is gone.
CEMETERY CGRAVE SI DE

Mour ners begin to disperse and head back to their cars.
Hart tal ks privately to Kinber.

HART
This is too weird.
Kl MBER
What ?
HART
It's just like in the comc.
Kl MBER
Jesus Christ, Hart. Don't bring
t hat up.
HART

You think it was just a coincidence?

Kl MBER
| don't know. How do | know? |
just don't think..

HART
Al | knowis...

Mac cones up from behi nd.

MAC
We're all going to get sonmething to
eat. You com ng?

Hart starts to say sonething.

Kl MBER
Yes, we are. W'Ill follow you

| NT. RESTAURANT

Sitting in the booth, having just handed their nenus to the
wai tress, Hart and Kinber, Mac and Sunny, sit with Bill

Bill finishes his drink, drops sone noney on the table and
st ands.



The Def ender Page 75.

Bl LL
| can't eat. Not today.

Slowy, he turns and | eaves.

SUNNY
That is so sad.

Kl MBER
| mss her already.

SUNNY
Me too.

MAC

It was an accident. Nothing you can
do about that.

The others turn to himw th shocked | ooks on their faces.

MAC ( CONT' D)
She was probably putting on her
makeup.

HART
Ya t hi nk?

MAC
What are you tal ki ng about ?

KI MBER
Just drop it, Hart.

MAC
el | ?

HART
No one questions that Rory's death
was nurder.

MAC
Well, his brain was mssing. Can't
get nmuch nore obvi ous.

HART
No one question this?

MAC
It was a car accident, Hart. |It's
obvi ous.

HART

Because she was in a car on the
hi ghway?
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SUNNY
Because the police said it was an
accident. Wiy would they say that
it was an accident if it wasn't?

MAC
What' s bot hering you, bro?

The words take time to form

HART
Toby Fri edman.

Non- conprehension fills Mac's and Sunny's faces.

MAC
What about hin? The little puke's
gone. Dead.

HART
No, he's not.

MAC
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

HART
He's still alivel!

SUNNY
Hart, he's been dead for five years.

HART
That little shit, Puck, his
girlfriend? Freak. She published
his com c.

Hart throws the com c on table.

HART ( CONT' D)
It says on the back that he's been
in acom. He's still alive.

MAC
| fail to see what himbeing alive,
or his bitch publishing a com c book,
has to do with Ivy. O us.

SUNNY
So they published a comc. He can't
say a thing if he's in a coma

HART
She did! She wote the story. Read

it
( MORE)
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HART ( CONT' D)
Everything that's happened is in
there. Like that fag knew i n advance
and drew it.

Mac t hunbs through the comc

MAC
If this thing meant sonething to
anyone, soneone woul d have said
somnet hi ng.

HART
| saw the fucking cop. What was his
name, Ki nber?

KI MBER
Webst er .

HART
Webster. He was at Rory's funeral.
He was at Ivy's funeral. He's the

sanme one that investigated us.

MAC
Webster was just curious. Nothing
nmore. How do you know he even knows
about the com c?

SUNNY
Cops are naturally curious people.
We have nothing to worry about.

Hart points to the comc

HART
VWhat about this?

MAC
W did what we did. And it was a
shitty thing to do. But we were
ki ds, doing what kids do. He couldn't
defend hinmself. That's his problem

HART
The three of us were twice his size
and we beat himinto a connl

MAC
Right! He's in a coma. So what?
It was a raw deal. But he's where

he is. And we're where we are.
That's it! Survival of the fittest.

Fear grips Hart. He turns away.
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MAC ( CONT' D)
Look, bro, I'"'mnot giving up what |
worked for ny entire life because of
sone half dead dweeb. Now, all of
you keep your nouths shut. Don't
say anything to anybody. That's the
way it is.

Finally, the waitress brings their food.
| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM

One last slice of pizza remains in the box that lies next to
the sleeping TJ. Puck takes a big breath, and stuffs the
| ast slice into her nouth.

A knock at the door brings Puck to her feet. Opening it,
she finds Webster standing on the other side.

VWEBSTER
| hope |I'mnot bothering you. Ms.
Friedman |l et ne in.

PUCK
To what do | owe the pleasure?

VEBSTER
May | cone in?

Wth flourish, she notions for himto enter.

PUCK
Sorry, but | ate all the pizza.

WEBSTER
| already had di nner, thanks.

Puck notions for himto take a seat. Wbster stares at Toby
for a nonent then sits.

PUCK
First time you' ve seen himsince the
hospi tal ?

Webst er nods sol emmly.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Is this an official visit?

VWEBSTER
A curiosity visit.

PUCK
| just wanted to see her off.
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Webst er says nothing, but his eyes question.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| didn't have anything to do with
lvy's death. If that's what you
think. O Rory's.

VWEBSTER
That's not what | was thinking.

Webster pulls out a cigarette.
VEBSTER ( CONT' D)

| vy was an accident, and there's no
way you coul d have done Rory.

PUCK
No snoki ng.

VWEBSTER
Sorry.

PUCK

| know you couldn't prove it, but
they did this to Toby. Every tine
one of themgets hurt, | get pleasure.
| know that sound pretty vindictive,
but I want themto feel the pain

feel every day when | |ook at ny

Toby. Look at our son. He m ght
never know his father.

Puck noves to a chair next to the bed and takes a seat.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
Wuld | do anything to directly hurt
then? No. That's not nme. But |
will enjoy their pain. Their fear.
No matter where it conmes from

Webster's eyes travel to all the sketches around the room

VEBSTER
| can't help noticing these. | know
Toby did them before the... It seens

as though he knew it was going to
happen. How do you explain that?

PUCK
You tell me.

VEEBSTER
| can't.
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PUCK
Maybe it was a crazed fan of Defender
t aki ng revenge.

Webst er nods and raises his eyebrows.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
You know who did this to Toby,
Detective Wbster. Everyone does.
But fate has a way of working things
out. Don't be surprised if very bad
t hi ngs happen to very bad peopl e.

Puck's words sober himinstantly.
EXT. TOBY'S DRI VEWAY

Webster wal ks toward his car, lighting a cigarette. He stares
back at the only backlit wi ndow. Defender's voice rings
out .

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

He breathes a bit harder and takes a |ong draw off the
cigarette.

EXT. RESTAURANT PARKI NG LOT

Hart and Ki nber, Mac and Sunny exit the restaurant and wal k
into the parking |ot.

HART
You don't under st and.

MAC
VWhat don't | understand?

Hart tries to say sonething, but cannot get the words out.

Kl MBER
Hart thinks that...
SUNNY
What is it?
MAC
For Christ's sake, say it.
HART
| know it sounds weird -- fucked up --

but | think sonething's comng for
us.
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MAC
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

SUNNY
| beg clarification.

HART
Ever since that com c cane out,
strange shit's been happeni ng.

MAC
You think a com c book killed Rory
and drove Ivy into on-comng traffic?
Take his tenperature. Up the |ithium
dose. Put a fork in him He's done.

HART
" m not ki ddi ng.

MAC
| conpletely believe you, Hart. But
don't let the team doctor hear you
say shit like that. You'll spend
the rest of your rookie season on a
psychiatrist's sofa.

Kl MBER
Quys, | don't knowif | believe al
this Quter Limts shit, but when you
| ook at the comc. | nmean. |It's
really odd the way it happened.
SUNNY
Ch, please, Kinber.
MAC
|"mgoing to say this one |ast tine.
Rory was nurdered. |I|vy had an

accident. W're all under a |lot of
pressure here. Maybe your conscience
is getting to you. |I'mfine.

HART
VWhat we did was w ong.

MAC
He had to pay!

HART
For what? Being little? Being
different? Fuck! W were all goddamm
friends in grade school. Wy the
fuck did we do that?

Mac cannot answer. Sunny seens a bit freaked.
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SUNNY
Mac's right. What's done is done.
We can't do anything to change it.
W can't panic. W have lives to
pr ot ect .

Mac opens the car door for Sunny.

MAC
| don't want to hear another word
about this. Nothing's going to
happen. Now | have to get back to
Phoeni x. | have a gane to practice
for.

Sunny gets in the car and Mac heads for the driver's side.

MAC ( CONT' D)
I f you need help, get it. Both of
you.

Mac sl ans the door shut and peels the car out of the parking
| ot.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON

Webster, frantic, paces the office, while Victor stands
near by.

VEBSTER
" mnot a psycho. You know that.
heard it, Victor.

VI CTOR
You're enotionally involved. Mybe
it's sone kind of enotional
t ransf erence.

VEBSTER
You a psychiatrist?

VI CTOR
| read about it in Psychol ogy Today.

VWEBSTER
This is sonething different. It
wasn't in ny head. It was real

VI CTOR
| don't know what to tell you.

I NT. HART' S AND KI MBER S CONDO LI VI NG ROCOM

Hart sits in front of the fireplace, fingers of fire swirling
up chimey. Kinber stands behind him
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He | ooks back at her, then takes the com c and tosses it
into the fire.

I NT. PHCENI X FOOT BALL FI ELD —NI GHT

On the field, Hart sets up over center and | ooks out at the
defense. On the other side of the line..

Mac waits for himat mddle |Iinebacker.
Hart takes the snap, fakes the hand-off and fades back.

Mac slanms his way through the line and flushes Hart fromthe
pocket. Hart frantically searches for open receivers.

He finds a receiver and fires the ball down field as Mac
slanms into him driving himhard to he ground.

Mac gets up instantly, but Hart noans on the field a bit.
Mac hel ps hi m up.

HART

That hurt.
MAC

You still got the first down.
HART

Still hurts.

The two of them | augh as they run down the field.
| N THE STANDS

Ki mber and Sunny sit in the stands, cheering and | aughi ng at
their husbands. Kinber and Sunny sit down.

SUNNY
Do you think they'll ever grow up?

Kl MBER
Why shoul d they? They nmake way nore
nmoney acting like little boys.

They both | augh.
SUNNY

It's been way too |ong, Kinber.
Three nonths is too | ong.

KI MBER
The guy's schedules are difficult.
Plus, last tinme, | nean, it was a

little tense.
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SUNNY
Al that bullshit about that com c.

KI MBER
Com c's gone.

SUNNY
Good. (Good.

I NT. LI MOUSI NE

Puck sits, nervously in the back of the linobusine. Nora
sits next to her.

NORA
Ner vous?

She nods, biting her nails.

NORA ( CONT' D)
It's just the MIV awar ds.

PUCK
Just? Shit. 1've dreanmed of things
like this. | just wish Toby could
be here.

NORA
The TV's on in his room He'll be
able to hear it. | f he can.

PUCK

He can. TJ told ne.

Frominside the |inousine, we can see that they are com ng
close to the theater

NCRA
Al right. It's showtine. You'l
be fine.

EXT. MAC S AND SUNNY' S PATI O

Hart hods and ice pack to his ribs. The girls bring beer
bottles to them

HART
It really felt weird being in that
condo.

Kl MBER

Hell, Rory died right in front. W
saw t he spot every day. W had to
nove.
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SUNNY
You were really freaking nme out with
that comc shit.

Kl MBER
It was a strange tine.

MAC
Not hi ng' s happened for over four
months. | think we can put the Toby

Friedman i ssue to bed.
They all clink their bottles together.

SUNNY
Hey, MIV Music Awards are on.

Sunny turns on the set, and they sit back.
ON THE TELEVI SI ON

A star holds the envelope up in front of them and tears it
open.

STAR (V. Q)
The wi nner of the best new arti st
award is... Puck

As the image on the screen turns to Puck, the four friends'
j aws drop.

MAC
Do you believe that? W can't get
away fromthat little shit. Wy
couldn't she be anonynous?

ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
This is the fourth award for Puck.

Puck drags herself to the stage and accepts the award.

PUCK (V.Q)
Uh, damm. This is amazing. | don't
know what to say. |'ve thanked
everyone | know. Um | |ove you,

Toby and TJ.
| NT. TOBY' S BEDROOM

TJ sits next to his father, who lies in bed, eyes closed.
Puck's image is on the screen. TJ claps.

TJ
Mommy won agai n, daddy! Monmy won
agai n!
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EXT. MAC S AND SUNNY' S PATI O
Scowl s repl ace the happy faces.

MAC
|'ve | ost ny appetite.

Hart stares at the screen, apprehension spreads across his
face.

| NT. Al RPLANE — NI GHT — DREAM SEQUENCE

Sitting next to Kinber in first class, Hart tosses and turns
in his seat. Suddenly, he wakes. Scans the near-enpty cabin
nervously, palpitating, sweating.

Down the isle, he sees a man sitting with his back to him
Slowy, the man turns, stands and heads down the isle past
the fearful Hart.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

Frantically, Hart sits up and pivots his head rapidly,
searching for the source of the voice. Nothing is there.
Suddenly, fromthe corner of his eye, he catches a glinpse
of sonmething. A human figure. Not well forned.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| wll be avenged.

Wi ppi ng around to the source of the voice, he sees nothing
nore than a wisp of a shadow. Wth nurderous intent,
scream ng, Defender blasts out of the shadows toward Hart.

Al RPLANE - END DREAM SEQUENCE

Hart expl odes from his nightmare, scream ng and flailing.
Ki nber does her best to calmhim

HART
VWhere is he?!

Kl MBER
Hart! Cal m down!

HART
Get hi m away!

Passengers, startled by his outburst, screamand shriek. A
STEWARDESS rushes to them

STEWARDESS
VWhat's going on here?
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Kl MBER
Not hi ng!  He just had a ni ght mare!

Finally, Hart calnms and realizes where he is.

STEWARDESS
Do you need a drink, sir?

HART
Bi g one.

EXT. HART' S CONDO (OLD ONE)

Hart rolls up and pulls to the curb, gets out and goes to
the place where Rory died. Kinber calls for himout the
w ndow.

KI MBER
Hart, what are you doing? Wy are
we here?

She waits for an answer then gets out of the car.

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
This is crazy, Hart. You can't keep
torturing yourself.

Hart rubs his foot on the spot where Rory died.

KI MBER ( CONT' D)
Maybe we need to, you know, see
soneone.

HART
A Priest? A witch doctor?

KI MBER
Maybe you're just feeling guilty.
You don't believe in God or anything
i1 ke that. How could you believe in
this?

HART
" mgoing to take you hone.

EXT. QUTSI DE TOBY' S HOUSE

Hart parks down the street fromthe house and wal ks the | ast
few paces to the front lawmm. He stares up at the only
illumnated wi ndow. A ghostly blue light drifts down and
shines on Hart's face.

HART
Fr eak!
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Wnd begins to swirl around, whipping up the trees, blow ng
Hart's hair around.

HART ( CONT' D)
Go away!

The Defender takes near corporeal form behind him

DEFENDER
| wll be avenged.

The wi nds increase to near tropical stormforce.

HART
Who are you?

Def ender slowy beings to vanish as the wi nds die down.

DEFENDER
What is wong nust be nmade right.

TOBY' S PURGATORY
Furi ous wi nds beat at Defender and the statue of Puck. Of

in the distance, Hart, nearly apoplectic with fear, conpletely
out of breath, stares at the duo.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Come back you coward! Face ne!

As Defender steps forward, Hart turns and runs.

HART
Get the fuck away from ne, you freak

| NT. FOOT BALL FIELD, PHI LADELPH A — NI GHT
Mac takes his position on the line. He |looks to his @B,

then | ooks across the line at Bill Fisher, who smles at him
and points toward him

Bl ue twenty-two. Blue twenty-two.
Set! Hut!

Furiously, Mac blasts down the field toward the goal, with
Bill Fisher fast on his heals.

The B | aunches the ball into the air.
As Mac gets near the goal line and the ball touches his
fingers, Bill lunges for himand slans himto the ground.

They roll to a stop and bounce up to their feet.
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MAC
Good hi t!

Bl LL
Not good enough. You got up.

Mac's teanmmates regroup and they head back to the line.
| N THE STANDS

Sunny | ooks on with intense interest, biting her |ip.
BACK ON THE FI ELD

The huddl e breaks and Mac gets into position, setting up
closer to the line. It looks like a running play.

The B cones to the line and surveys the defense, | ocking
eyes on the mddle |inebacker, then to Mac.
. B .
Red fifteen! Red fifteen!
The defense shifts, and the B stands up a bit.

@B (CONT' D)
Check! Check! Flash! Fl ash!
The offense immedi ately shifts position and Mac returns to
the position he was on in the original setup, but the B
t akes a shot gun.

@B (CONT' D)
Set !

The center snaps and the (B fades back as..

Mac | aunches off the Iine and heads down the line with Bill
hot on his heals.

The B searches down the field, evadi ng defenders.
Mac cuts to the center as..

The B | aunches the ball.

| N THE STANDS

Sunny folds her hands tightly in front of her face.
ON THE FI ELD

Mac goes airborne to receive the ball. As the ball hits his
hands. ..
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Bill takes his legs out fromunder him spinning himin the
air.

A blood curdling crack fills the air as Mac cones down head-
first on the field. The ball falls away as Mac fl ops down
on the field.

| N THE STANDS

Sunny screans.

ON THE FI ELD

Bill turns back and sees Mac on the field. He scranbl es
back and | ooks into his face.

Bl LL
Trai ners!!!
I N THE STANDS
Sunny turns frantic.
SUNNY

Mac! !
ON THE FI ELD

Trainers gather round him They peer into his near |ifeless
eyes, then at each other..

Mac's eyes dil ate.
| NT. WEBSTER S DEN

Webster glues his eyes to the screen as the i mage of Mac,
dead on the field, fills the screen.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
We don't know how serious it is, but
the trainers are out on the field.

Trainers gently put himon a backboard.

As the Announcer drones on, filling tinme, Whbster turns down
t he vol une and brings out his copy of Defender. He opens
it, and gazes at a sketch that shows Mac dead in the sane
way as on the television.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
He has been judged.



The Def ender Page 91.

ON THE FI ELD - SI DELI NE

Sunny breaks through the players as the trainers bring Mac's
lifeless body off the field.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| have been avenged!

She | ooks at him and faints.
TOBY' S PURGATORY

Def ender stretches out his arns in a Christ-like effigy,
fl oati ng above the ground. Slowy, he spins bathed in a
swirling wnd. He floats around the statue of Puck.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
Have you noved since |ast | cane?
Can you nove? It's |like you did.

PUCK (V.Q)
Come back to me Toby. Pl ease.

He rushes to the statue.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| s Toby who | an?

PUCK (V. Q)
| | ove you.

DEFENDER (V. Q)
Make nmy mnd clear! | |ove you!
wife? M son. | know these things.
Puck. TJ. | wll be avenged!

| NT. FUNERAL HOVE — NI GHT

Sitting with Sunny, Hart and Kinber do their best to consol e
her. She is alnost nore angry than sad.

SUNNY
This is inpossible, Hart.

I n her hands, she holds a copy of Defender.

SUNNY ( CONT' D)
How coul d that fuck know? It was
over five years ago. He's been in a
fucking coma for five years.

HART
| play foot ball. | don't know about
shit like this.



The Def ender Page 92.

Kl MBER
The little shit told us what's going
to happen. Al we have to do is
read the thing and avoid fate.

SUNNY
How can we do that? Fate is fate.

Kl MBER
W can't just let himkill us. W
have to fight back
EXT. CEMETERY NEAR GRAVE — DAY

Mourners file away. Kinber wal ks with Sunny.

SUNNY
We shoul d have stopped them
Kl MBER
St opped who?
SUNNY
You know what |'mtalking about.
Kl MBER
No | don't.
SUNNY

What they did to him To them All
the kids they tortured. Just because
they were bigger than them Meaner.
We shoul d have stopped them Kinber,
but we didn't.

Ki nber grabs her arm

KI MBER
Shut up, Sunny. Right now

SUNNY
You know it was wrong.

Sunny is on the verge of tears.

SUNNY ( CONT' D)
That poor kid. He never did anything
to us. He was half their size. And
they nearly beat himto death.

Ki nber grabs her harder.

Kl MBER
Sunny, shut up!
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Li ke an eagl e swooping in, Hart interjects.

HART
Shut the fuck up, Sunny!

Violently, Hart drags her aside.

HART ( CONT' D)
You get hold of yourself.

SUNNY
Let go of ne!

CEMETERY DRI VE

Hart drags Sunny behind one of the |inousines. Kinber
fol | ows.

HART
You listen to ne now You don't say
a word to anyone about this.

Kl MBER
You're in this just like we are.
And i f you say anything to anyone,
you won't have to worry about a
fucki ng com c.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You nust make things right.

Frantically, Sunny searches around for the source of the
voi ce.

SUNNY
Ch, ny God. He's comng to get us.

KI MBER
VWhat the fuck are you tal ki ng about ?

SUNNY
Who are you people? Haven't you
| ear ned anyt hi ng?

Kl MBER
| | earned one thing. You work your
ass off to get what you want. \What
you deserve. And no one takes it
away fromyou. Not even your friends.

The skies grow dark and om nous. Wnds begin to whip around
them Defender's voice hisses in the w nd.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged!
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Dread fills Sunny's face as she sees Wbster wal ki ng near by.
Standi ng next to him Puck glares at her and the other two.

Hart becones enraged when he sees Wbster and Puck. He bl asts
of f toward them

HART
Fucki ng bitch!

CEMETERY NEAR THE TREES

Hart heads for Puck, but Wbster slanms hi mback before he
can reach her

WEBSTER
Haven't you done enough damage for
one |ifetine?

HART
This is a private funeral. You have
no right to be here!

VEBSTER
This is a public cenetery! She has
every right to be here!

The stormintensifies. Lightning and thunder rattle Hart.

Rain begins to fall. Backing down, fearfully, he searches
the area. Then he turns and backs away.

As he turns back, he sees Sunny headi ng toward Wbster.

Sunny shifts her eyes from Wbster to Puck to Hart. But she
does not stare at Hart that nuch.

Hart stops short.

HART
Don't do it, Sunny.

SUNNY
Gonna knock nme into a coma, Hart?

She wal ks up to Webster and Puck and stands in front of them

VWEBSTER
May | help you?

The conflict going on inside Sunny reads on her face like a
book. She turns from Wbster and | ooks back at Hart and
Ki mber, then back to Webster.

The weat her ebbs and flows, building wwth every nonent she
hesitates. She | ooks back to Hart and Kinber. Then back to
Webster. She begins to retreat from Wbster.
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SUNNY
" m sorry.

Instantly, the storm exacerbates. The furious w nds batter
Sunny relentlessly. She screans in terror. She begins to
run back to Hart and Ki nber, but is buffeted back by the
preternatural weather.

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

None of the others can nove. They seemto be frozen in place.
A near tornado strength wind rips a huge tree fromits roots,

hurls it into the air. Sunny |ooks up as the tree begins to

fall, and seens al nost cal m accepting.

Sunny turns to Puck.

SUNNY
" m sorry.

The tree falls fromthe sky, instantly killing Sunny.
| NT. DI NER

A waitress places a cup of coffee in front of Webster and a
cup of tea in front of Puck, then | eaves.

VEBSTER
Do you understand this?
PUCK
Do you?
VEBSTER
|"ve spent nost of ny life figuring
things out. | can build a nurder

case froma single fiber of hair or
a single finger print. A drop of

bl ood. 1've solved over eighty
percent of the cases |'ve investigated --
dam good ratio -- but this is

conpl etely beyond ne.

PUCK
Fromthe tine | was a little girl,
|"ve believed in the supernatural
Conjured spirits in ny bedroom
Performed the Bl ack Mass. Cast
spells. This is the first time |'ve
seen it for real

From his pocket, he pulls a pack of cigarettes.
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WEBSTER
M nd?
PUCK
Can | have one?
WEBSTER
You snoke?
PUCK
Not really. In anoviel did tw
years ago, | had to snoke.

Puck takes a cigarette and lights it.

PUCK ( CONT' D)
| went out and bought a pack and

started. | didn't realize | could
use lettuce cigarettes. | quit right
after.

WEBSTER

Nasty habit. MW wife won't let ne
snoke in the house.

PUCK
Maybe you should quit.

Webster smles as he puffs on his cigarette. Silence for a
noment .

VEBSTER
| have no | eads on Rory's nurder.
The rest were all accidents. | don't
know what to do. M partner thinks
"' mcrazy.

PUCK
If | didn't believe inthis, 1'd
think you were crazy too.

WEBSTER
| wish | could have done nore for
you and Toby.

PUCK
It wasn't your fault.
WEBSTER
Still. Sunny was going to confess.

Puck nods. Crushes out her cigarette.
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PUCK
| actually feel sorry for her. 1In a
way .

VWEBSTER

She made her choice. Not |ike Toby.

PUCK
You would like him Toby is one of
t he sweetest and ki ndest persons
|"ve ever met inny life. No matter
what was going on in his life, if |
needed him he was there. Even when
t hose assholes were tornenting him
he never spoke a word of hatred
against them Al he ever wanted to
do was know why they hated him

VEEBSTER
VWhat about Def ender?

PUCK
VWhat about hi nf?

VEBSTER
Curious. You ant hroponor phi zed hi m
Spoke about the character as if he
were alive.

PUCK
The com ¢ was Toby's way of dealing
with his own pain. Can you inagine
what it was |like for hin? For us?

VEBSTER
| think | can.

PUCK
No, you can't. W lived it.

VEEBSTER
So did |I.

A qui zzical |1ook on Puck's face.

WEBSTER ( CONT' D)

Up until high school -- Sophonore
year actually -- | was a runt. Wre
thick glasses. Stuttered. Life
sucked for nme. | was a smart Kkid.

But | had no athletic skills. Good
grades. Few friends. Jocks hated
ne.
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PUCK
VWhat happened?

WEBSTER
Over the sumer, | sprouted. Gew
over five inches. Dad put ne into
Ai kido classes. | started lifting
wei ghts. It was quite a shock for

the bullies in school when Junior
year began.

PUCK
"1l bet.

VEBSTER
| don't think | ever went through
what Toby did. But | do know what
you're feeling.

Puck smi |l es, reaches out and takes Wbster's hand.

VWEBSTER ( CONT' D)
Do you think Defender really has
anything to do with this?

PUCK
Do you?

VEBSTER
| don't know what | believe. But
that storm wasn't natural

PUCK
| believe in Toby.

| NT. HART'S AND KI MBER S LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT
Storm ng around the roomin a rage, Hart's eyes bul ge.

HART
l"mgoing to finish him |'m going
to do it tonight!

Kl MBER
Stop it, Hart! W have to fucking
stop now You have to stop!

HART
Fuck that! 1'mgoing to go to his
house and beat himto death! Finish
this the way we shoul d have bef ore!

KI MBER
Are you so fucking stupid you can't
see?
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HART
See what ?

Preternatural w nds begin to swirl in the condo. Hart

continues his tirade, not seeing what is happening. But
Ki nber sees it and grows fearful

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

Kl MBER
He's going to kill us. And there's
not hi ng we can do about it.

Hart stands and heads for the exit.

HART
"1l kill himfirst!

Hart does not realize what is happening, does not see the
tornado in the living room

A sudden gust knocks a book off a shelf and slans it into
Ki mber's face, breaking her nose.

KI MBER
Ch, ny God!

Just as Hart exits the living room the doors slowy begin
to cl ose.

Kl MBER ( CONT' D)
Hart! Help ne!

HART' S AND Kl MBER S FOYER
Shock covers Hart's face as he turns back to Ki nber.

KI MBER
Make it stop!

In the living room at the center of a vortex of flying books,
CD s and kni ckknacks, stabbing at her flesh, Kinber does her
best to fend off the attack.

HART
Ki nber!

As Hart lunges for the living room the double doors slam
shut .

HART' S AND KI MBER S LI VI NG ROOM

Pure rage surrounds Kinber, who is frozen in fear.
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DEFENDER (V. Q.)
| wll be avenged.

Angry fornms of Defender fill the wind as nore and nore objects
stab and beat at Ki nber.

Kl MBER
" m sorry!!

HART' S AND KI MBER S FOYER

Pounding at the doors with all his will, Hart cannot gain
entry. Kinber's SCREAMS of agony, and the sound of the w nd
inside the living room fill his ears.
HART
Ki nber! |I'm com ng!

HART' S AND KI MBER S LI VI NG ROOM

A cyclone of CD's slice at her flesh |ike razors. Bl ood
pours fromthe wounds, but she renmains frozen with fear.

Kl MBER
l"msorryl I'msorry! [|'msorry!

DEFENDER (V. Q.)
You have been judged.

Suddenly, a CD sl ashes her throat, splashing blood all over
the room As her life flows out of the gapi ng wound, a bl ank
| ook covers her face and she falls to the floor dead.

The doors magically open an Hart falls to the floor, com ng
al nost face to face with Kinber's |ifeless body. He scoops
her into his arns.

DEFENDER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| wll be avenged.

HART
| will be avenged!!

| NT. WEBSTER' S CAR — NI GHT - MOVI NG

Slowy, Wbster eases the car to the side of the curb.
Pulling his cigarettes fromhis pocket, he notions to them

VEEBSTER
One for the road?

PUCK
| don't think I want to pick that
habit up again. Thanks.
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VEBSTER
|"ma bit concerned.
PUCK
About ?
VEBSTER
Hart. It doesn't take a cop to figure
out that he thinks you're responsible.
PUCK
| don't really worry about it anynore.
VEBSTER
| don't know why not.
PUCK
TJ knows things. He knows his dad's
com ng back. He knows that we'll be
safe. Happy. | trust him | can't

wait to see him He's with M. And
Ms. Friedman. They took himto
Vancouver for the week.
WEBSTER
That notw t hst andi ng, watch your
back. Night, Puck
She opens the car door, gets out and sm |l es.
EXT. TOBY'S FRONT YARD
As Puck cl oses the door..
She sees a shadowy figure sneaking across the yard.
Instantly, she turns back to Webster before he can take off.

PUCK
It's Hart!

Webster junps out of the car, pulling his pistol, and heads
for the house.

WEBSTER
St ay back, Puck!

I NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM

A tenpest blasts the room destroys nothing, but pushes Hart
back, defending Toby.

TOBY' S STAI RNAY

Webst er bounds up the stairs, followed by Puck.
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PUCK
Toby! ! !

Webster turns to Puck.

WEBSTER
St ay back

TOBY' S BEDROOM

Like little picadors, as he fights to get to Toby, the
preternatural winds slice open Hart's flesh. Defender's
i mage appears above Toby's bed.

DEFENDER
| wll be avenged.

Toby begins to stir, noving as if he was begi nning to wake.

Breaki ng the door down, Webster and Puck stop short, shocked
by the mael strom

Def ender hovers in the air. Slowy, Toby rises, becom ng
part of Defender.

WEBSTER
Shi t'!

PUCK
Toby!

DEFENDER

| wll be avenged!

Screaming wildly, willing the final reserves of his strength
fuel ed by hate, Hart raises a knife, and struggles to get to
Toby.

VWEBSTER
Stop or I'lIl shoot!

Spun by the winds, Hart holds the knife over his head, and
ains it at Webster. The wind forces Hart forward, scream ng
i nconprehensibly. Finally, he noves toward Webster and Puck.

WEBSTER ( CONT' D)
Stop!!'!

DEFENDER
You have been judged.

VEEBSTER
Don't do it!
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Hart |unges. Wbster snap-fires, slanmng a volley of shots
into Hart's chest.

As soon as Hart hits the ground, the winds instantly stop
and Toby falls to the bed as Def ender vani shes.

Puck | eaps forward, snapping Toby up in her arns, just as TJ
enters the room

TJ
Daddy!

TJ junps up onto the bed and hugs his father.

TOBY
TJ!  Puck!

MRS. FRI EDVAN
Ch, ny Lord. Are you okay, Puck?

M. and Ms. Friedman nove closer and join the huggi ng.

PUCK
Yeah. | thought you weren't com ng
back until next week.

MRS. FRI EDVAN
TJ insisted that we conme hone early.
He said his daddy was com ng hone

t oni ght .
Webster wal ks up, shocked by what he has seen and heard. He
covers Hart's body with a towel. He then turns to Toby.
WEBSTER

You have been avenged.
EXT. BEAUTI FUL MEADOW — DAY

Under a | ace canopy, helicopters flying overhead. Caneras
flashing all over as Paparazzi jockey for position to get
t he best photographs.

The PRI EST cl oses t he book.

PRI EST
You may place the ring on each other's
fingers.

TJ steps forward with a pillow on which the wedding rings
sit. Rapidly, nervously, Puck and Toby exchange ri ngs.

PUCK
Wth this ring, | thee wed.
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TOBY
Wth this ring | thee wed.
PRI EST
Wth the power invested in nme, | now

pronounce you husband and wife. You
may ki ss your bride.

Slowy, smling, Puck and Toby ki ss.

Instantly, a riotous cheer goes up fromthe nultitudi nous
crowd.

Webster and Victor, standing off to the side, applaud.
Puck sm | es back at Webster
Toby picks TJ up, and the trio wal k back down the aisle.

In the gathering, dressed in pure white, topped with a white
fedora, is Defender. He smles sardonically and vani shes.

FADE QUT.
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