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FADE | N:

EXT. MODEST NEI GHBORHOCD - MORNI NG

A hunbl e home in the mddle of a frosty Colorado winter. A
rusted baby bl ue Buick parks in front. The horn noisily
honks.

I NT. CAR - MORNI NG

TERRANCE( 17), restlessly |ooks toward the house. Hi s giant
winter clothes can’'t hide his |anky physique, yet quirky
good | ooks. He pulls out his phone.

| NT. DANTE' S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

A phone buzzes to life. DANTE (17), a hunble |ooking kid
wth a kind face, picks up the phone. He wal ks toward the
front door.

DANTE
Al right, bye M.

CONNI E
Wait, wait, wait!!

CONNI E, Dante’s petite nother rushes in and gives hima big
hug.

CONNI E
| don’t know how many nore tines I
can do this before you run away
from ne.

Dante | ooks miserable in his nonmis enbrace. He tries to
break away, but she won't l|et him go.

CONNI E
My baby boy.

DANTE
Pl ease god, Momlet nme go to
school .



| NT. CAR - MORNI NG
Dante gets in the car

TERRANCE
Jesus, | figured losing all that
wei ght woul d nake you a bit faster.

DANTE
| thought sucking all those cocks
woul d l et you afford a better car

TERRANCE
Don’t you dare tal k about Bessie
t hat way.

Terrance rubs the dash.

DANTE
It took a bit to escape the claws
of guilt.

TERRANCE

You want your only Modther, the
woman who suffered to get your fat
head out of her frail body to be
happy your abandoni ng your famly
and nost inportantly friends?

Terrance points to his chest, then shakes his head. Dante
just smles and turns the radi o up.

TERRANCE

(yel l'ing)
Don't hide fromyour feelings!

| NT. CAR - LATER
Terrance and Dante drive along the snowy |anes. They sing
and screamto the netal song playing on the radio.
EXT. H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG
Terrance and Dante pull closer to the school.
TERRANCE

You sound great nman, gotta cone to
one of our practices.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DANTE
Eh, | can sing along to the radio,
no bi g whoop.

TERRANCE

Don’t ever down play your whoop.

I NT. CAR - SAME TI ME

Terrance slows down to a snails pace for every girl who
crosses the street.

DANTE
Dude, just go.

TERRANCE
Lesson 47: show themchivalry isn't
dead. | hope you're witing these

down. I'’mtrying to get a third
party to touch that |onely penis of

yours.
DANTE

| do feel like an old married

couple with ny hand. | just |ook at

it, and say "I guess you wanna?"
TERRANCE

That m ght be the saddest story
| ve ever heard.

DANTE
Yeah well, you should still go,
we' re gonna get stuck or be |ate.

TERRANCE
Stop being such a bitch, Lesson 48.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG
Dante struggles as he pushes the car.

TERRANCE
(out the wi ndow)
You're gonna mss this in New York!

DANTE
(out of breath)
Lesson 49: Shut the fuck up!



I NT. CAR - MORNI NG

Dante’s face and nose are flushed red. Terrance | ooks happy
and warm

RADI O ANNOUNCER (VO
Are you ready....for BATTLE!

Terrance lights up |ike Christnas.

TERRANCE
Oh shit, this is that thing | was
telling you about!

Terrance turns up the radio. Dante is unanused.

RADI O ANNOUNCER (VO
This is a call to arnms to all the
tal ented youth who are ready rock!
The 4th annual H gh School Battle
of the Bands! Show off the rock god
in you as your band squares off
agai nst the nost tal ented teenagers
inthe city. If you think you have
the skill, energy and kick ass
sound to be the next big thing;
make sure you enter your band by
March 31st! Prizes include gear
merch, and maybe even...a record
deal!!! The Battl e begi ns My
15t h!!

Terrance i s ecstatic.
TERRANCE
Holy shit that’s not too far away!
A record deal ?! You think we could
W n?
Dante forces a smle

DANTE
Sure man.
| NT. ENGLI SH - MORNI NG
Terrance and Dante sit next to each other. Dante sleeps with
his head on his desk. Terrance doodles a picture of himon
stage holding a trophy. D al ogue bubbles fromthe crowd say
things Iike "You rock!" and "Terry for President”.

He snmiles and closes his eyes |ike he’ s daydream ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ENGLI SH TEACHER (V. Q)
What do you think Dante?

Terrance | ooks over at Dante sl eeping. He nudges hima
little.

ENGLI SH TEACHER (V. Q.)
Dant e?

Terrance shoves hard. He wakes violently.

DANTE
No, not in my pants agai n!

The CLASS erupts in laughter. A group of PRETTY G RLS giggle

and point at Dante. Dante | ooks nortified. Terrance shakes
hi s head.

I NT. GYM - LATER

Terrance and Dante sit on a bench dressed in cheap jerseys
as a basketball ganme is going on.

TERRANCE
So were you shitting, pissing or
com ng?

DANTE

| told you it wasn’t like that. |
don’t know why | blurted that out,
ok?

TERRANCE
You can tell me, renmenber that tine
in Spanish | thought | just had a
really wet fart, but | definitely
shart ed.

DANTE
You know you swore ne to Secrecy
about that, then told everybody.

TERRANCE
It was hil arious!

DANTE
| can’t believe I'’mtaking femal e
advi se fromyou. Most people stil
call you Sharts.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

TERRANCE
Ah, they’'re just teasing.

The COACH runs over to the bench.

CQOACH
Terry get in there.

Terrance checks his shoes are tied. Groans are heard from
t he ot her CLASSMVATES.

BOY #1
Cone on, we don’t want shit stain!

BOY #2
Yeah, clean up aisle 3!

COACH
Hey, enough! Terry let’s go.

n. The ball is tipped his
y dribbles, losing the
h

Terrance junps up and into positio
I
the ball, seemingly no idea

ti
way and he | ooks awful. He sl opp
ball constantly. He travels with
he’ s breaking rules.

The ot her classmates constantly yell at Terrance to do
sonething different. Dante | ongingly | ooks over at group of
girls cheer I eading.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - LATER

Terrance and Dante are awkwardly changing in the | ocker
room

TERRANCE
| mean this could really be our
chance to get noticed man. You
really think we could w n?

DANTE
| don’t know, | guess stranger
t hi ngs have happened.
TERRANCE
What are you going to?
DANTE
Chem
TERRANCE

Oh, you gonna make a nove?

Dante gives a small shrug.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

TERRANCE
Come on man, I'mtelling you,
Cassie wants the D.

DANTE
Not from ne.

TERRANCE
Dude, you are the DI You just gotta
go for it. Stop being the nice guy
all the tine.

Terrance closes his | ocker and | eaves.

TERRANCE
(wal ki ng away)
Confi dence buddy.

Dante | ooks into his | ocker.

DANTE
(whi spers to hinself)
Confi dence. Confi dence.

| NT. CHEM STRY CLASS - LATER

Dante sits at his desk. MS. NORTON, the chem stry teacher
expl ains sonething, but Dante isn’t listening. He stares at
a very beautiful girl a few seats away, this is CASSIE

V5. NORTON
Alright, find your lab partner. Get
to work.

Dante | ooks around as all the other STUDENTS nove fromthere
seat .

DANTE
Ms. Norton, ny partner’s not here.

The chem t eacher searches for another classmate for him

V5. NORTON
Just join another group.

Dante noves toward Cassie. He has determination in his eyes.
M5. NORTON
Actual ly, Preston’s wi thout a
partner also, pair up with him

Dante | ooks over at a fat kid with stains all over his shirt
with a wlf howling at the nmoon on it. This is PRESTON

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

DANTE
God damm it.

| NT. DRAMA CLASS - SAME TI ME

Terrance perfornms on stage with a few other DRAMA KIDS. The
kids in the audience | ook on with awe.

Terrance noves across the stage with confidence and poi se.
It’s a sem -romantic scene with ASHLEY (16), a pretty,
slender girl. The girls in the audi ence seemto swoon over
his charisma. Ashley | ooks uni npressed.

Terrance takes Ashley in his arns. He dips her and leans in
for the Kkiss

DRAMA TEACHER (O. S.)
CUT! !

Ashley smiles with relief.

ASHLEY
Thank god.
TERRANCE
(smles)
Don’t act like you re not curious.
Ashl ey scoffs. Terrance still holds her close.
ASHLEY
He said cut.
TERRANCE

But, what does your heart say?

Ashl ey bursts out |aughing, pushes Terrance away and wal ks
of f stage.

TERRANCE
To be conti nued!
| NT. CHEM STRY CLASS - SAME TI ME

Dante flips through a work packet. He | ooks at the supplies
on the table.

DANTE
K, soit’'s mxed, | think if we
just bring it to a boil we’' Il get
what she’s | ooking for. Wiat do you

t hi nk?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Preston sits picking his nose.

DANTE
No? Finding the answers up there?
Not hi ng. .. ?

Preston stares off in the distance. Dante nods his head.
Dante | ooks over at Cassie. She’s |aughing with her partner.
Cassi e | ooks at Dante. He instantly | ooks away.

DANTE
Confi dence.

Dante | ooks back at Cassie. She's still looking in his
direction. He smles. She smles back. It’s beautiful until
Dante’ s experinment bursts into flanes.

DANTE
What the fuck?!

PRESTON
You said to bring it to a boil!

The students around them freak out. Ms. Norton runs over
with a fire extinguisher and puts the fire out. Dante is
covered in white spray. He notices Cassie and sone ot her
girls laughing at them

I NT. HALLWAY - LATER

Dante and Terrance stand in front of a water fountain. Dante
tries to clean the white spray off, while Terry can’t stop
| aughi ng.

TERRANCE
Just tell people you spilled paint
all over you.

DANTE
How i s that better?!

TERRANCE
It’s better than thinking an
el ephant cane all over you.

DANTE
Yeah man that’s what happened. At
school! An el ephant just burst
t hrough the doors and cane ALL over
ne.

Terrance sees Cassie wal king up behind Dante. He notions to
stop tal king. Dante doesn’'t notice as he continues to clean.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

DANTE
Shit, that’'s what I'’minto anyway.
| 1 ove when giant circus aninmals
bl ow their |oad all over ne.
Hopefully | got sonme in ny nouth
right!?

CASSI E
Uh, hey Dante.

Dante | ooks horrified. He turns around. Cassie awkwardly
smles at him

DANTE
Hey Cassi e.

Ankwar d sil ence.

DANTE
| didn't nmean what | said about
the...circus...cum | was
just...what’s up?

CASSI E
| just wanted to nmake sure you were
alright. That was a pretty big
burst of fl anes.

DANTE
(1 aughs)
Ch yeah, no I'mfine. | |ike heat.
You know what they say don’t stand
inthe... | nean don't be in the

kitchen if you can’'t stand the
heat...and that’'s where | am The
ki t chen.

Terrance | ooks enbarrassed. Dante quickly | ooks back at him
Terrance nmout hs "what the fuck". Terrance makes a notion
with his hands as if to say "conme on buddy"”.

CASSI E
Wl |, hope you clean that stuff
off. I'll talk to you | ater

Dante awkwardly waves. As Cassie wal ks away:
DANTE
Yeah, you too. | nean, yeah, um
t hanks!

Terrance grabs his bag off the fl oor.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

TERRANCE
Dude.

DANTE
| know.

| NT. GUI TAR CLASS - AFTERNOON

Posters of bands fromthe 80's Iike Bon Jovi line the walls
of the nodest nusic room Dante and Terrance play guitar
readi ng music off of a stand.

MAC, short, stocky like a thick tree with long flow ng hair
cones out of his office. He does not |ook |Iike a typical
t eacher.

MAC
Qui ck announcenent before the end
of the day ny little guitar gods
and goddesses. The talent show is
tomorrow night. Liberty s brightest
stars will be perform ng and yours
truly will be the master of
cerenonies. |If you re not
perform ng, you should be attending
and supporting your fell ow
cl assmates! |If you are
performng...

Mac | ooks over at Terrance.

MAC
.1 salute you

Mac sal utes Terrance. Terrance sniles back. The final bell
Rl NGS.

MAC
Make sure you gather all your
t hi ngs, and practice, practice ny
little m nions!

Mac gives the devil horns and retreats back into his office.
Terrance turns to Dante as they gather their stuff.

TERRANCE
Fucking Mac...You re comng right?
The band needs supporters.

DANTE
| show up to everything, why would
this be any different?



12.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - AFTERNOON

Dante and Terrance walk with their guitars in hand as
STUDENTS frantically try to | eave. Ashley wal ks by.

TERRANCE
Can’t stay away, Ashley? That scene
was pretty romantic today. Wat do
you say we practice at ny place
| ater?

Terrance smles. Ashley snorts.

ASHLEY
Full of classic lines today! And
al t hough real smooth, |'mall set.
(beat) Hey Dante.

DANTE

Hey.

Ashl ey smiles then wal ks away.

TERRANCE
Well, offer’s always on the table.
They keep wal ki ng.
TERRANCE

Dude, | think she’'s in to ne.

DANTE
You think everyone is in to you.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - SAME TI ME

A football lands in the snow right by Terrance’'s foot. A
JOCK kid signals to him
JOCK

Toss it here!
Terrance excitingly picks up the ball.

TERRANCE
Sure thing bro. Go | ong!

JOCK
(unanused)
Just toss the ball Sharts.

Terrance crappily throws the ball wide right. It hits a car
and bounces away.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

TERRANCE
You gotta junp for that man.

The jock jogs after the ball annoyed.

DANTE
You should stay away from sports
man.

Dante and Terrance wal k through the [ arge parking | ot.

TERRANCE
Oh | forgot to ask, what’d you
think of In Flames |ive DvD?!

DANTE
God, they’'re so fucking awesone.

TERRANCE
| know! They’'re just bad ass, the
way they play and everything.

DANTE
Can you i magi ne? All those chicks
flashing their titties, all over
the world. It’s like the U N of
titties.

TERRANCE
That could be us man!

Terrance stops and grabs Dante’s arm

TERRANCE
Dude, | know I talk a lot, but I'm
gonna get serious for the next
coupl e m nutes.

DANTE
Oh, that’s your serious face?

TERRANCE
You have to join the band. Wth the
way you sing and your scream dude
we woul d be so nuch better

Dant e shakes his head and snmles out of the corner of his
mout h.

TERRANCE

Cone on, | know you’ ve thought
about it! You just gotta nut up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DANTE

| have thought about it, but | just

don’t wanna join nan.

TERRANCE
Way not! ?

DANTE
| just don’t want to, alright?!

Dant e wal ks away, Terrance foll ows.

TERRANCE
You know who | oves singers, G RLS!

Front nen, no matter how ugly they

are they always bag the hottest
chi cks!

DANTE

Ww, so you' re saying even with ny

ugly face | can get chicks.

TERRANCE

Exactly! Even with your disgusting,

nmut at ed, pinply mug, you can | and

chi cks.
DANTE
You’' re an asshol e.
TERRANCE
What ever. Be lane, you'll regret it

when you see how awesone we are
t onor r owm

14.

They arrive at the old Buick. Terrance pops the trunk. As
Dante puts his guitar in the trunk Cassie wal ks up.

CASSI E
Hey Dante, is that yours?

DANTE
Onh this shit box? No it’'s Terry’s.

CASSI E
No, the guitar?

DANTE
Ch, yeah it’s mne.

CASSI E
| didn’t know you pl ayed.

Terrance hovers near the front of the car.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

TERRANCE
(whi sper s)
Dude, this is it. She wants it.

DANTE
Yeah, a coupl e years.

CASSI E
Cool, you any good?

TERRANCE
(whi spers)
You' re amazi ng, you have the
fingers of Hendri x.

DANTE
Uh, I’"mok | guess.

CASSI E

|"ve always wanted to |earn, | have
a guitar, but | don’t even know the

not es or anyt hi ng.

DANTE
(chuckl es)
Ch man.
TERRANCE
(whi spers)
DUUUUUDE!
DANTE
| nmean, | could show you sone

t hings, uh if you want.
Cassie smles. Terrance sniles and nods.
CASSI| E
Yeah? That'd be awesone. How about
nmy place tonorrow ni ght?

Terrance shakes his head.

DANTE
Uh, after school ?

CASSI E
Per f ect .

DANTE

Al right, awesone.

Cassi e wal ks away. Dante is ecstatic.

15.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

TERRANCE
Dude?!
DANTE
Dude, I'Il still be there, got

plenty of time. But, conme on?!
He notions to Cassie. Terrance sml es.

TERRANCE
That was a good job. | thought you
were gonna bring up animal jizm
agai n.

| NT. DANTE' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Dante sits at his dinner table. Dante’s Dad TOM a tech
savvy hippie type in his forties, sits at the head of the
tabl e. Conni e runs back and forth between the kitchen and
dining roomw th food.

Tomreads a thick |I'T nanual of sone kind. Connie continues
to bring out food.

DANTE
Mom are you trying to fatten nme up
agai n?

CONNI E

What do you nean again!? And you
need to eat, you're a grow ng boy.

DANTE
Yeah, outward.
TOM
Let hi m be, Con.
DANTE
What are you readi ng Dad?
TOM
(sighs)

Those rat bastard pinps | work for
want me to learn a new | anguage for
t he next project.

CONNI E
Have you heard back yet?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

DANTE
It’s only been like a week M.

CONNI E
W&’ re gonna m ss you so nuch
aren’t we Tonf

TOM
Yeah, definitely. My new PMis such
alittle prick. Al though, | don’'t
think we’re the ones you need to
worry about.

CONNI E
Yeah, what are all your friends
going to do?!

DANTE
|’ mnot even sure if |’ve gotten
in. But, ny friends will be fine,
just like you guys.

TOM
We're tal king nore about Terry and
t hat estrogen den he's stuck in.

I NT. TERRY’ S HOUSE - N GHT

Terry sits at his dinner table with his two younger sisters
LAURA (13) and SANDY (10). The neal is nuch healthier than
at Dante’ s house.

Hs Mm JOANNE, a free-spirited | ady, and her cougar friend
W LLOW wal k around the kitchen drinking w ne.

W LLOW
Men just suck, Jo. | nean, too
needy? Is it needy to want to spend
tinme together? Needy to go out
sonetimes? Needy to want to neet
your nother?! Jesus, he nakes ne so

crazy.
JOANNE

You just want himto let you in.
W LLOW

Exactly. |Is that so wong?

They nove to the table to join the kids. The girls are
playing with their food. Terrance eats quietly.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

JOANNE
Not at all. We are all one, WIIow
It’s inportant that we connect on a
deeper | evel, both physically and
spiritually.

W LLOW
Well, physically, he's a stallion.
No problemthere.

Terrance shakes his head as he eats.

W LLOW
Just every tine | show enotion he
thinks I"’mon ny period! | just
wi sh | knew how he felt; how he
really feels.

Tears well in WIllow s eyes.
TERRANCE

Maybe he’'s just afraid to junp into
sonet hi ng. .

Joanne and WIIlow |l ook at him

TERRANCE
You know since he's divorced...he
probably really likes you, he just
doesn’t want to nmess it up.

WIllow smles.

W LLOW
You | ooking for a date Terry?

They | augh.

W LLOW
Wiy can’'t nore "grown" nen be |ike
you? He’s anazi ng.

JOANNE
He truly is.

Terrance blushes a little.
W LLOW

What are you doing after
graduati on?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

TERRANCE
Oh, I'mnot really sure.
JOANNE
He’'s going to be a fanous nusician.
TERRANCE
Momi
JOANNE

It’s true, you're so talented. You
can do anything. You should hear
him play, he’'s so great.

Joanne beans with pride at her son.

W LLOW
What are your friends doing?

TERRANCE
Vell, ny best friend is going to
New York for film probably.

W LLOW
Oh, that’s exciting.

TERRANCE
(unexci t ed)
Yeah, real great.

EXT. SCHOOL - NI GHT
KI DS and PARENTS wal k i nto the school .

I NT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

Terrance paces back and forth backstage. He | ooks pal e and
sweaty.

TERRANCE
It’s ok, nothing to freak out
about, we’'re going to be awesone.
We're going to be awesone.

Terrance peeks onto the stage. A DORKY GQRL is doing a very
strange ventriloquist act. The crowd | ooks bored.

TERRANCE
How are we ever gonna follow this?

Terrance paces. He pulls out his phone and texts.



20.

I NT. CASSIE' S ROOM - SAME TI ME

Dante slowy walks in with Cassie behind him The roomis
very girly with a giant smley face painted on the wall.

DANTE
Cool room
CASSI E
Oh, thanks.
Dante’s phone buzzes. Dante |ooks at it, the nessage is from
Terrance. It reads "you' re still comng right?!"
CASSI E

You ready?
Dante puts the phone back in his pocket w thout responding.

DANTE
Definitely.

| NT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - SAME Tl ME
Terrance stares at his lifel ess phone.

TERRANCE
You better be here you bastard.

A fell ow PERFORMER wal ks by.

PERFORVMVER
(cheerfully)
Hey, break a leg Terry.

TERRANCE
Hey fuck you too! | hope you break
your | egs wal ki ng through the
parking | ot you sick son of a
bi t ch!

The performer is shocked.

TERRANCE
Sorry, | nean, Thanks!

Ashl ey, dressed in all black wwth a head set wal ks up to
Terrance.

ASHLEY
You guys gonna be ready?

Terrance | ooks nervous.



21.

| NT. CASSIE'S ROOM - SAME Tl ME
Cassie is sloppily trying to place her fingers on the frets.

DANTE
There you go, so put your ring
finger there...and put your pinky
t here. Now strum

Cassie strunms and it sounds terrible. She | aughs, Dante
smles. He picks up his own guitar.

DANTE
It should sound like this.

He struns and it sounds perfect.

CASSI E
VWhat the hell!? | can’t do that!

DANTE
Yes you can, just try again. Mke
sure you really press on the
strings.

Cassie tries again and it sounds really rough. She whines a
little. Dante puts down his guitar.

DANTE
Her e.

He shifts very close to her. He puts his armaround her to
show her where to put her fingers.

| NT. SCHOCL AUDI TORI UM - SAME TI ME

Terrance dry heaves into a trash can. Students around him
are disgusted. He wi pes his nouth and runs back to the
curtain to peek on stage. A PORTLY KID sings a shaky opera
song. Once again the crowd seens disinterested.

TERRANCE
Jesus what is this the nost
tal ented high school on the planet.
How are we ever gonna follow this!?

Mac wal ks by the trash can Terrance just threw up in. He
| ooks in and gags. He spots Terrance.

MAC
Terry, you alright?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

TERRANCE
Oh yeah Mac, just sone pre-show
jitters.

MAC

Wl | have sonme water or something
you | ook as white as (sings |ike
the Nirvana song) an al bino, a
nmosqui to, ny libido, yeah!

Terrance | ooks confused.

TERRANCE
Was that Nirvana?
Mac nods.
MAC
Bet ween you and nme, |I’mgetting a

little bored of opera and weird
puppets. Counting on you to rock
t he house buddy.

Mac wal ks away. Terrance runs over to the trash and dry
heaves nore. He stands and w pes his nouth. Terrance checks
hi s phone. He angrily shoves his phone back into his pocket.

I NT. CASSIE' S ROOM - SAME TI ME

Cassie struns with Dante’'s hand still on her’s. It sounds
ok.

DANTE
See, you're getting it.

Dante starts to pull away. Cassie quickly throws her
strunmm ng hand on his | eg.

CASSI E
No, don’t you dare. | need you.

Dante smiles and snuggl es back in. She continues to play and
it’s the best it’s sounded so far. She turns to Dante
extrenely excited.

DANTE

See, | told you, you could do it.
CASSI E

Well, I have a great teacher

Cassi e nudges Dante playfully. She | ooks at him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 23.

CASSI E
(softly)
Thank you again, for com ng over
and showing ne this stuff. It’s
really sweet.

DANTE
Anyti ne.

She | ooks down at the neck of the guitar. He | ooks away.

DANTE
(to hinself)
Confidence. Don’t be a pussy.

Dante cl oses his eyes, puckers up his lips and slowy | eans
t oward Cassi e.

CASSI E
You know I was t hi nki ng-

She finally | ooks at him

CASSI E
What are you doi ng?

Dante snaps out of the nonent and is instantly enbarrassed.

DANTE
Not hi ng. What do you nean? Just
wai ting for you to keep pl aying.

CASSI E
Were you going in for...

Cassie points to her I|ips.

DANTE
VWhat! ? No. ..

CASSI E
Cause you're a really nice guy, but
we're just friends.

DANTE
Yeah, no of course, and thank you,
you too. W were just having a
monent...and | thought...

Dante | oses the words. Cassie awkwardly rubs his shoul der.
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CASSI E
Uh, it’s ok. But, like I said we're
just friends.

DANTE
Yeah...l just. | like you, you

know. You' re awesone and we were
playing and | just didn't think
was...in the friend zone.

CASSI E
Yeah, you're like the mayor of the
friend zone. Just...no chance.

Dante nods his head. Cassie opens her nouth to speak, but
says not hi ng.

DANTE
" mgonna go. | gotta get to the
tal ent show.

Dante stands up and clearly has a ragi ng boner.

CASSI E
Ch ny god!

Dante quickly tries to cover it up

DANTE
|’msorry, like | said, the nonent.

CASSI E
Just go.

Dante picks up his guitar and | eaves.

I NT. SCHOCL AUDI TORI UM - SAME TI ME

Terrance keeps | ooking at the clock. He | ooks nore nervous
than ever. His band mates | ook indifferent. CHAD, stocky
sem -goth kid, tunes his guitar.

CHAD
You renenber the lyrics?

TERRANCE
O course | renenber the lyrics.

CHAD

Just saying, wouldn't be the first
tinme. You tune up?
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TERRANCE
On! Do guitars need to be in tune
before you play thenf! Jesus, it’s
not ny first tine!

CHAD
Then why you so nervous?
TERRANCE
Because t he whol e school is out
t her el
CHAD

(chuckl es)
VWhat ever nan.

Ashl ey wal ks up to the band.

ASHLEY
(into her walkie)
Yeah, sound is a little shaky, fix
the right nonitor. (to the band)
Al right, you guys are up.

The rest of the band picks up their gear. Terrance does | ast
m nut e breat hi ng exerci ses.

ASHLEY
Hey, is Dante com ng?

TERRANCE
He better.

Terrance | ooks at the clock once nbre. He nods his head with
alittle nore confidence. He takes a step toward the stage.

DANTE
Terry!

Terrance turns around. Dante runs up.

DANTE
You goi ng on?

TERRANCE
Thank Christ you' re here.

Terrance gives hima big hug. Dante snil es.

TERRANCE
Alright, give it to nme, quick.

Terrance runs in place, |ike he’s punping hinself up.
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DANTE
You are the man, you're going to be
awesone. Are you ready to fucking
rock? Are you ready to be a bad
ass?!

TERRANCE
(nods vi gorously)
Fuck yeah!

DANTE
Then get out there!

Terrance runs off. Before he crosses the curtain Terrance
| ooks back to see Dante bei ng nopey.

TERRANCE
Hey, howd it go with Cassie? You
uh. .

He punps his fist back and forth while biting his |ip. Dante
tries to smle. He shakes his head.

DANTE
"1l tell you later. Just kill it,
al right.

Terrance runs on stage. Mac gives hima big pat on the back.
Dant e wat ches just behind the curtain. The band starts to
pl ay and they sound extrenely disorgani zed.

Terrance sings and plays well, obviously the highlight of
t he band. But Chad keeps m ssing chords and i ncoherently
screeching things into his mc. The DRUMVER drops a stick
regularly and the BASSI ST seens to be playing a conpletely
di fferent song.

DANTE
(1 aughs)
Jesus.

Dante | ooks at the front row where a couple of attractive
G RLS watch Terrance. They hold a sign that says "I heart
you Terry". They can’t keep their eyes off him

Terrance nods to one of them and they all start to giggle.
Terrance | ooks at a group of guys all pointing, |aughing and
maki ng fun of the band. Terrance | ooks enbarrassed but keeps

pl ayi ng.

Dante continues to |look at the girls as they swoon over his
friend.
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EXT. PARKING LOT - N GHT

Dante sits on the hood of Terrance's car. Terrance wal ks out
of the school with his guitar in hand.

DANTE
There he is |adies! Terry the
Ti t an!
Dante claps |oudly.
DANTE

(high pitch girl voice)
Ch ny god, he’s so hot! | bet he’s
got a big--

Dante noans like a girl having an orgasm Terrance | aughs.

TERRANCE
Why t hank you. But seriously, how
were we?
Dant e pauses.
DANTE

You were great!

TERRANCE
Thanks, but how was the band?

Dante struggles with howto say it...

DANTE
You guys are rough. Like, you suck
ki nda. Yeah, you suck...balls.

Terrance | ooks di sappoi nted, but |ike he knew it already.

DANTE
But you were awesone, and there
were definitely people in the
audi ence who |iked you... Alot.

TERRANCE
You never told me what happened
with Cassie. You make a nove?

Dant e nods.
DANTE

Let’s just say she doesn’'t want the
D. At |east not mne.
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TERRANCE
Are you sure?

DANTE
Onh yeah, she nmade it very clear
Practically poking her in the eye
wth it didn't help either.

TERRANCE
" msorry man

Dante waves it off.

TERRANCE
Yeah. Well, | guess Battle of the
Bands is a | ong shot.

DANTE
You guys just gotta practice nore.

TERRANCE

No man, you're right we suck. They
fucki ng suck! W would just be

| aughed at. Even nore than we were
tonight. (Beat) | just wi sh they
were into it like I am you know |
wi sh there were people on stage
with ne that | knew had ny back.

Terrance shakes his head. He | ooks in his back seat.

TERRANCE
Shit, I forgot nmy stand. 1’1l be
ri ght back. You | eaving?

DANTE
"1l wait for you.

TERRANCE
Thanks sweeti e!

Terrance runs off. Dante | ooks pensive.

| NT. BACKSTAGE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

Chad and the band di scuss sonething in hushed voi ces.
Terrance hears them and stops before wal king in.

CHAD
| don’t think | can take it any
| onger. He’'s a joke. You saw them
[ aughi ng! You think that was at
us?!
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Terrance |listens just outside the door.

BASSI ST
But he’s really good.

CHAD
He’s not that good. W can find
soneone better. And we need to find
sonmeone who's not such a pussy. D d
you see him puki ng before we went
on?! | nean, seriously!?

They | augh. Terrance wal ks in. The | aughter stops.

CHAD
Ch hey man, what are you still
doi ng here?

TERRANCE
Just getting ny stand. What’s up?

They are silent.

TERRANCE
Ch, pretty quiet now. You want me
to |l eave so you can talk nore shit?

Chad scoffs, the bassist gets defensive.

BASSI ST
Oh no nan, it's not |ike tha-

CHAD
Shut up! He heard us idiot. It is
i ke that. W want you out of the
band. No one can take you
seriously! | nean, before your
boyfriend showed up you were a
mess. W need a real |eader. Me!
And we need | eadership to wi n that
battl e of the bands.

TERRANCE
(1 aughs)
You're the Leader?! | didn't no
such huge balls could squeeze into
such skinny jeans. And you woul dn’t
even know about that if it wasn't
for ne!
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EXT. PARKI NG LOT - N GHT
Dante sits on the roof of Terrance's car.

DANTE

(to hinsel f)
Mayor of the fucking friend zone.
At least | hold office. (beat)
Terry, | want in the band. Terry, |
wanna give ear-gasns wth you
Terry | wanna rock...hard. No.
Terry, | wanna get pussy with ny
Voi ce.

| NT. BACKSTAGE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

CHAD
There’s no point in arguing man. W
deci ded. You're gone!

Terrance slowy nods. Rushes over to his stand, grabs it and
stornms away.

BASS| ST
(weakl y)
Good | uck man

TERRANCE
Fuck you guys.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - N GHT
Terrance marches to his car where Dante still sits.

DANTE & TERRANCE
(sanme tine)
| want in the band- |’ m out
of the band. Wait, what?

DANTE
They ki cked you out?

TERRANCE
You want in, really?!

DANTE
Way' d they kick you out?
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TERRANCE

Cause they’'re asshol es, who cares!?
DANTE

Shit, I’msorry man.
TERRANCE

|’mnot!! You want in!!
Terrance grabs Dante by the shoul ders.

TERRANCE
|’ mso excited, |I’ve been waiting
for this day forever. That was the
only thing you could ve said to
meke nme feel better. \What nade you
cone around?!

DANTE
| don’t know. | saw the way those
chi cks were | ooking at you on
stage. | want sonebody to | ook at
me like that. And I'mtired of
being the nice guy, I'mtired of
being in the fucking friend zone.

Terrance gives hima huge hug.

DANTE
Ckay buddy!

Terrance | ets go.

DANTE
Uh, | guess we gotta start from
scratch?

TERRANCE
Good! Fuck those ball sucking half
got h wannabe’s! W' re gonna find
sone new bl ood, wite sone bad ass
songs, and together, wn that
fucki ng BATTLE OF THE BANDS!
Nobody wi || be fucking | aughing

t hen.
DANTE
Alright, so we’ll start this
weekend.
TERRANCE
Holy Shit! 1'm so punped right now
| could kill something with ny bare
( MORE)
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TERRANCE (cont’ d)
hands! Wait, this isn't |ike that
tinme you said we were gonna streak
through the mall and then | did it
by nyself right?

DANTE
No dude, I'min.

Terrance gives the devil horns.

TERRANCE
YEEEEAAAAHHHH! ! 1!

I NT. TERRY’ S BASEMENT - DAY

Dante wal ks down the stairs. Terrance neets himw th a huge
smle and gives hima hug.

DANTE
You hi gh?

TERRANCE
Hi gh on netal and friendship. |
have assenbl ed the next great rock
band to destroy the boredom of this
town and reinvigorate the peoples
nmeasly lives.

DANTE
You sure you're okay fromthe other
day?

TERRANCE

You nean getting kicked out of the
band that | started? Yeah |I'm
great! 1’msure Chad and those

ot her norons are crying and
pretending to cut each

other sonewhere. Plus we will be a
hundred tinmes better then them Nay
a thousand!!

Dant e | aughs.

TERRANCE
Cone on neet the guys!

A husky Asian kid wearing baggy jeans awkwardly stands in

the m ddl e of the basenent in front of pieces of a drum set.
This is YOUNG
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YOUNG
What’' s up?
TERRANCE
Dante, this is Young. Qur new

dr ummrer !
Dant e shakes hi s hand.

YOUNG
Ni ce to fucking nmeet you man. Yo,
is it cool if I set up ny shit?

TERRANCE
Yeah man, set that shit up!

Terrance picks up his guitar, tuning the strings. Young sets
up his druns

DANTE
Have you been playing for awhile?

YOUNG
Yeah. ..yeah, fuck yeah. Never in a
band, or with other people but
Terry was telling ne what you guys
wanna do, sounds fucking awesone,
so figured 1'd beat the shit outta
sone drunms you know?

DANTE
How | ong you been pl ayi ng?
YOUNG
(t hi nks)
What day is it?
DANTE
Sat ur day.
YOUNG

Two weeks. Al nost.
Dante | aughs and wal ks over to Terrance.

DANTE
So... al npbst two weeks?!

TERRANCE
Ch ye have little faith.

A toilet flushes. Qut of the bathroomwal ks an out of shape

jock looking kid wearing a baseball cap. This is LEVI. He
sm|es at Dante.
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LEVI
Hey, what’s up nman.

TERRANCE
Dante, you know Levi right?

Dant e and Levi shake hands.

TERRANCE
Lead guitarist. Quy shreds.
DANTE
| didn’t know you pl ayed.
LEVI
| didn’t know you sang!
DANTE
Eh, to be determ ned. \What about
basebal | ?
LEVI

| can’t, with ny arm anynore.
That’ s actually why | got so good
at guitar, couldn't play ball.

DANTE
That sucks.

TERRANCE
Yeah, let’s cry about it later. W
ready, | wanna j ani

Levi sets up his guitar. The mcs are all ready. Dante | ooks
around.

DANTE
What about bass?

Terrance plays with the knobs on his anp.

TERRANCE
Pat i s here sonewhere.

Dante | ooks around the room but sees nobody.

DANTE
What are you tal ki ng about ?

TERRANCE
Pat, our new bassi st.
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DANTE
There is no one here!

Dante turns to see a tall, lanky, dirty looking man with a
tattered Megadeth shirt who seened to appear out of thin
air. This is PAT

DANTE
Aah!

Dante | ooks enbarrassed by his girlish scream Pat doesn’t
react. Terrance | ooks up.

TERRANCE
See, he’s right there. Let’s get
goi ng before ny nom cones hone.
Dante | ooks at Pat a little terrified.

DANTE
Dude, how ol d are you?

PAT
(very deep voice)
Fifteen.

TERRANCE
Let’'s do thisl!

SEQUENCE OF SHOTS

- Young smacks his sticks together, 1, 2, 3, 4!

- Terrance and Levi coordi nate what chords to play.

- Pat head bangs violently while Dante just stares at him

- Young drops a stick. And keeps dropping sticks again and
agai n.

- Terrance shows an annoyed Dante what pitch he shoul d be
si ngi ng.

- Levi breaks a string on his guitar.
END SEQUENCE

Dante let’s out a badass scream Half way through the
electricity dies. They | ook around at each other confused.

TERRANCE
Fuck! W nust’ve bl own a fuse!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 36.

DANTE
| think it’s a sign that that’s
enough bl owi ng for one day.

The guys collectively sigh. Terrance | ooks di sappoi nted. The
guys pack their gear.

I NT. SCHOCL - DAY

Dante wal ks through the halls mnding his own business. He
sees Cassie with a group of her friends. Cassie gives hima
weird | ook while the other girls giggle. Dante speeds up his
pace.

TERRANCE
Dant e!

Dant e doesn’t | ook back. Terrance catches up to him

TERRANCE
(out of breath)
Jesus, you that excited to go to
cl ass?

DANTE
No, just...walking.

TERRANCE
What’ d you think of practice?

DANTE
It was fun. Rough, real rough, but
near the end | thought we actually
started to sound oka- -

TERRANCE
Good cause | signed us up for a
show.

Terrance runs in the other direction. Dante stops.

DANTE
Wait, Wiat!?

TERRANCE
Like a mni-battle of the bands!
"Il text you! See ya!

DANTE
Wha- -

Dante | ooks |i ke he doesn’t even know what just happened.
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I NT. CHURCH - N GHT

A smal | stage has been set up in the cafeteria of the
church. A Banner hangs above the door that reads "New Life
Church Music Contest".

An ol der FOLK DUO perform The AUDIENCE is a small group of
very honely boring | ooking people who smle politely toward
the stage while showng little enthusiasm

Terry, Dante, Young, and Levi are near the back of the room
Levi tunes his guitar, Terry frantically paces. Dante | ooks
around worri ed.

TERRANCE
Jesus Christ they' re good. How are
we gonna follow that?

YOUNG
" m fucking punped, | think we're
gonna kill this shit.

LEVI
Kill this shit isn't a bad nane.
DANTE
True. | don’t knowif this crowd
will likeit. O us for that

matter. It's |ike sone

Pl easantville, Stepford Wves shit
in here. I"'msurprised they let the
wonen out of the kitchen to listen
to nmusic. (points)That famly is
literally fromLeave it to Beaver

LEVI

You know, | think we’'re on next.
DANTE

Cool .
TERRANCE

Fuck nme in the ass!

DANTE
Terry, cal mdown buddy. Anybody
heard fromor seen Pat?

Young and Levi shake their heads.
TERRANCE

Qur first show outside of schoo
and- -
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Terrance runs to the trash can and dry heaves.

DANTE
You have hi s nunber?

LEVI
Doesn’t have a cell

Terrance stunbl es back wi ping his nouth.

TERRANCE
O course not. Stinky
vanpi re-1 ooki ng bastard. Nowhere to
be found! W’ re gonna sound
terrible, everybody is going to boo
and hiss. The crowd | ooks |ike
pilgrims, they' re gonna burn us at
the stake for witch craft-

Dante turns Terrance around and sl aps himacross the face.

DANTE
What are you tal king about!? W' re
gonna be fine. Let’s just set up,
hopefully he shows up...soon.

They pick up their gear and wal k toward the stage. Dante’s
parents stand in the mddle of the floor, they | ook
unconfortable. They give Dante and the band a snmall wave.

TOM
God | fucking hate church

CONNI E
It’s not church, it’'s our son
finally getting invol ved.

Terrance’s Momwal ks in with his sisters arned with a video
canera. She spots Dante’s parents.

JOANNE
Conni e! Tonmy!

She wal ks with a spring in her step. Tom and Connie are |ess
than thrill ed.

CONNI E
Ch shit.

TOM
When Dante | eaves, do we have to
deal with her anynore?

Joanne stops right in front of them
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JOANNE
| had no idea you were com ng!

CONNI E
You either!

Tom fakes a sm |l e.

JOANNE
Conni e. Your essence is just
radiant today, as I'msure it is
nost days.

Joanne forcefully hugs Connie.

CONNI E
Thank you Joanne.

The hug stops. Joanne | ooks at Tom

JOANNE
How are you Tomy?

TOM
Good Joanne, thanks. Got the canera
huh?

JOANNE
| never mss Terry's perfornmnces.
He’s just inspiring to watch. You
can tell he feels the nusic, deep
in his soul. It’s al nost spiritual
|’mso proud of him.. Grls!

Joanne runs after her daughters.

TOM
She calls me Tommy |ike we're god
damm best friends.

CONNI E
(nocki ng)
"Your essence is just so radiant".

The guys stand to the side of the stage as the previous act
cl eans up their equipnment. Dante | ooks around nervously.

TERRANCE
This is a disaster. Wiere could he
be?

They wal k on stage with their gear. Dante turns to them
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DANTE
Alright, we’'ll just do what we can.
Hopefully we sound fine w thout the
bass. O Lurch mracul ously shows

up.

Dante turns and faces Pat who seenmed to appear out of
nowher e.

DANTE
AAH Jesus!

Pat just stares at Dante, bass in hand.

DANTE
You ready?

Pat grunts and checks his anp. Dante approaches the mc,
then | ooks to his parents. Hs Momgives hima big smle.

Ashl ey wal ks in fromthe back of the church. She's too far
for the band to see her.

Dant e | ooks back at the band. Ready as they’' || ever be.
Young counts it off 1-2-3-4! They sound okay, but they are
all over the place.

Young changes tenpo wi t hout warning. Pat furiously

head- bangs with his wild mane of hair, Levi furiously
thrusts, hunmping his guitar. Dante’s stands stiff al nost
refusing to nove.

No one in the crowd enjoys the perfornmance except Joanne.
Tom and Conni e wince every tine there’s a m stake but they
force smles. Ashley fakes enthusiasm The LEAVE IT TO
BEAVER FAM LY cover the ears of their children

LEAVE | T TO BEAVER DAD
The devil’s nmusic | tell ya!!
I NT. DI NER - NI GHT
The band sits at a large table with Dante’s parents.
Remmants of their meal remain as a BUSSER picks up their
di shes. Young, Levi and the parents collect their things.
Terrance | ooks upset.

TOM
Good job tonight fell as.
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DANTE
Thanks Dad.

YOUNG AND LEVI
Thanks.

Terrance forces a smle, but says nothing.

CONNI E
Not too | ate ok?
DANTE
Alright, 171l just be alittle

| onger, thanks nom
Tom and Conni e | eave.

YOUNG
W' re out of here too.

They all shake hands.

DANTE
Practice, Saturday at 1! See ya

guys!
Young and Levi |eave. Pat foll ows.

DANTE
Good show toni ght Pat.

Pat nenacingly stares at Dante. He grunts, gives a creepy
half smle and vani shes.

DANTE
He legitimately frightens ne. |I'm
afraid I’ mgonna wake up one ni ght
wi th himstandi ng over ne, like
covered in ani mal bl ood, speaking
Latin or Arabic, | don’'t even know.

Dante | ooks at Terrance who plays with the bits of food on
his pl ate.

DANTE
What ?
TERRANCE
We | ost.
DANTE
Did you really think we were gonna
Wi n?
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TERRANCE
Yeah! | did!

Dante gives hima | ook that says "really?"

TERRANCE
Maybe.

DANTE

It was our first show nman. You

al ways throw out the first pancake,
right? W were |ucky we sounded as
good as we did. And that church
cromd was stuck in 1952 so you
can’'t get too mad cuz they’ ve never
heard Rock and/or Roll before.

Terrance scoffs. Dante laughs a little. Terrance s phone
buzzes to life. He picks it up.

TERRANCE
VWw. . . ny nom al ready posted our
show t o Yout ube.

DANTE
She does get excited. She’l
probably try to wite lyrics for us
next .

Terrance continues to |l ook at his phone. Dante stands up and
grabs his coat.

DANTE
Sat urday right.

Terrance | ooks up and nods. Dante | eaves. Terrance watches
their show on his phone. Terrance shakes his head in
di sappoi nt ment .

| NT. DANTE' S ROOM - LATE NI GHT

Dante sits on his bed in the dark watching the video of
t heir performance on his phone. He | ooks at how rigid he is.
He cl oses his eyes and shakes his head.

DANTE
(to hinself)
Cone on man, confidence..
confi dence.

KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK. Dante hears his Mom through the door.
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CONNI E
Dante, it’s late why are you up?
(beat) Are you watching porn?!

DANTE
What ?!  No!

Dante puts his phone away.

DANTE
| " m not wat chi ng anyt hi ng!

CONNI E
Don't lie to ne Dante! It’s
di sgusting. (beat) Are you touching
yoursel f?

DANTE
MOM !

TOM
Con, if the boy is stroking his
nonkey | eave hi m al one!

CONNI E
| know Tomry, but... Dante it’s ok
if you are but it’s |late honey;
can’t you wait til norning?

DANTE
CH My GOD!' |'"m going to bed!!

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - DAY

Dante, Young, Levi and Terrance wal k down the hallway as
students scurry the halls. Terrance | ooks pensive.

DANTE
Well, how fat are we tal king?

YOUNG
She’s fucking big. Like crush a
man’ s fucking skull big.

LEVI
More cushion for the pushin.

DANTE
Now t hat’s the perfect band nane.

Young grabs his stomach fl ab.
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YOUNG

Shit, | got enough of that!
DANTE

Well, you conme froma suno culture

so it’s not that big of a deal.

They all laugh except Terrance. They stop wal ki ng.

LEVI

Vell, I'mthis way. W' ||l see you

guys | ater.

They all shake hands, but Terrance is distant. Levi and
Young | eave. Dante | ooks at Terrance.

DANTE
Oh no, | know that face. You wanna
hug?

TERRANCE
Just don't.

Chad wal ks by with a couple FRIENDS. Terrance doesn’t turn.

CHAD
Hey sharts! Nice show How nuch
puke does it take to choke that
bad! ?

Chad and his cronies |laugh and wal k off. Dante fake | aughs
with them then brings his hand across his throat |ike he’'s
slashing it.

DANTE
Chad’s an asshole, ignore him It
was rough, but it’ Il get snoother

with practice.

TERRANCE
Just practicing isn't going to
solve everything! It takes nore
than that, and we don’t know what
the hell we’'re doing! And | just
can’t |ose--

Terrance | ooks suprenely upset like he can’'t put it into
wor ds.

DANTE
We'll figure it out. (beat) You
com ng?

Terrance slowy nods. He takes a deep breath.
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TERRANCE
[’Il be there in a sec.

Dant e | eaves.

| NT. HALLWAY - LATER

Terrance sullenly wal ks down the hall. He hears |oud netal
musi ¢ com ng fromfurther down the hall. He stops in front
of his guitar classroom and peeks inside.

I NT. GUI TAR CLASS - SAME Tl ME

Mac sports a bandanna around his head and holds a mc stand
with a bandanna tied around the top. A hair nmetal song

bl asts fromthe stereo. Mac sings along and really gets into
it.

Mac clinbs on the piano. He fake screans to the inmaginary
audi ence in front of him He tenderly caresses the mc
stand. Mac junps down, runs across the roomand into a power
slide. He passionately plays air guitar.

He rocks out like a pro and | ooks |ike he’'s having the tine
of his |ife. Terrance watches in anmazenent. The song fades
out. Mac points to his imginary band nmates behind him

Terrance wal ks in clapping with a big smle on his face. Mac
turns to himsweat pouring down his cheek.

MAC
(out of breath)
Oh, Terrance. | didn't see... how

| ong you been standing there?

TERRANCE
Long enough. That was awesone!

Mac bl ushes a bit.

MAC
Didn't think there were any
students still here.

TERRANCE
Don't be enbarrassed that was
fucking incredible, | nean..
i ncredi bl e.

Mac | aughs.
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TERRANCE
Where did you learn that?
MAC
Learn what ?
TERRANCE
Li ke, all that... all those nobves.

| don’t know, watching you
woul d’ ve thought you were on a real
stage or sonet hi ng.

Mac smles. Mac wal ks to the door and checks the hall for
peopl e. He wal ks towards his office.

MAC
Conme on, |I’'ll show you sonet hi ng.

| NT. MAC S OFFI CE - SAME TI ME
The office looks a lot like the classroom |ined with
posters and nmenorabilia. But, unlike the classroomthere are

tour posters and pictures of Mac on stage in wild outfits.

Terrance | ooks at a shelf full of pictures of Mac with
different celebrities. Mac sits behind his cluttered desk.

TERRANCE
(amazed)
You were in a netal band?
MAC
Oh yeah. Kreature we were call ed.

Wth a "K".

Mac chuckl es. Terrance continues to be amazed by the
pi ctures.

TERRANCE
You know Metallica?!

MAC
Yup. We did a couple shows with
t hose guys way back in the day. W
weren’t nearly as good, but we were
| oud and fast!

TERRANCE
And Bon Jovi ?
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MAC
Yeah, that’s nme and Jon at a tiny
l[ittle dunp in Jersey. Those were
good tines. | did a lot of things I
shoul dn’t have back then.

TERRANCE
Sex, drugs, and Rock n Roll!?

MAC
Sonething like that. W were just
crazy kids. Didn't care about

anyt hi ng.

TERRANCE
Wll, | gotta say this nmakes a | ot
of sense. | thought you were just
really into to teaching. But
this... this is so cool

MAC
It was a long tine ago. But it was
pretty damm cool

TERRANCE
What happened?

MAC
Well, the band started to go in a
direction | didn't quite agree
with.

Terrance stops at a picture of a younger Mac dressed in ful
make-up and a nightgown with his simlarly dressed
bandmat es.

TERRANCE
Yeesh, | see that.

MAC
They wanted to change the band nane
to "Negl ected Daughter”. Didn’t
seemri ght.

TERRANCE
You mss it?

MAC
Sonetines. | mss the crowd, the
stage. | mss witing songs with ny

best buds. What | don't mss is
waki ng up not renenbering how | got
sonewhere, or in a pile of vomt,

( MORE)
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MAC (cont’ d)
or realizing N kki Sixx stole al
the chicks and ny noney. (beat) |
couldn’t do it forever. It’s not
for everyone. And when | net

Claire... the road wasn’t that
appeal i ng anynore.

TERRANCE
Ww. Mac, you have to teach ne your
ways.

Mac | aughs. Terrance | ooks at himconpletely stone faced.

MAC
Oh, you’'re serious. |'’mwashed up,
man.

Terrance points to the classroom

TERRANCE
Coul d’ ve fool ed ne! Cone on Mac, |
gotta win that battle of the bands.
WE have to. But we can't do it

al onel!

MAC
Terry. ..

TERRANCE
Why not!? You won’t wake up in any
vomt, | always nake it into the
trash can!

Terrance noves right in front of Mac.

TERRANCE
You might be a washed up old hippie
rocker -

MAC

This is truly inspiring.
TERRANCE
But, we’'re not THAT bad; here,
listen to us.
Terrance pulls out his phone. Mac stops him

MAC
| saw the church show onli ne.
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TERRANCE
You di d?

MAC
| can’t tell students to support
each other if | don’'t do the sane.

TERRANCE
Then you really know we need hel p.
We got no ball s!

Mac nods in agreenent. He exhales, clearly thinking it over.
TERRANCE
Pl ease? (beat) This guy woul dn’t
say no!

Terrance pulls one of the photos off the shelf and shoves it
in Mac’'s face. Mac snorts.

MAC
Al right.
TERRANCE
YES!
MAC
But I'’monly teaching you Rock n
Roll, the sex you gotta |learn on

your own and stay away from drugs!
TERRANCE

What ever you say M. Myagi. W are
your | oyal padawans.

| NT. GUI TAR CLASS - AFTERNCON

Levi, Young, Pat and Dante sit around a sem circle.
Terrance stands in front of them

TERRANCE
l"mtelling you, he’'s the real
deal .

LEVI
Mac is a cool teacher and all, but

ot her than | earning boring ass
acousti c songs, what are we gonna
get from hinf?
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YOUNG
Yeah, he seens |ike nore of a
fucki ng has been. It’s cool he
rocked in the 80's or whatever but
shit has changed.

Pat grunts.

Pat grunts and nods. Terrance stunbles over his words.

TERRANCE
He has rocked with sone of the
bi ggest nanes; | egendary bands.

LEVI
Yeah well, if they were about to
walk in | mght be a bit nore
excited. There m ght be a reason he
ended up a high school teacher and
they didn't.

YOUNG
Shit man, | ook around. W don’t
| ook i ke any of these guys,
fucking guy is stuck in the glory
days.

notices he's stressing out.

YOUNG
He tells me to put on eye liner I'm
gonna fuckin knock his ass out.

LEVI
Probably hasn’t been on a stage
since the Cold War.

Terrance begins to sweat. Dante bolts up.

The ot her

DANTE
Ch but we’'re fucking experts
because we were on stage | ast
week! ?

three turn to himin shock.

DANTE
D d you guys actually watch our
show? It’s not |ike we have a great
handl e on this. Levi, you were
hunpi ng your guitar so nuch |
t hought we were gonna have to bring
it to planned parenthood.

Young | aughs.

50.

Dant e

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 51.

DANTE
And Young, you wanted to "bang on
some shit" so bad yet you kept
droppi ng your sticks. | bet you
woul dn’t drop emso nuch if it was
a bowl of chicken | o nein!

Levi | aughs.

DANTE
Pat, |1’ m convinced you would bite
the head off a bat, dog or person
who | ooked at you sideways. .. ki nda
like me right now.

Pat gives hima nmenacing glare.

DANTE
And me! | |ooked like Kristen
Stewart in every novie, stiff as a
boar d!
Dante goes rigid. They all |augh, even Pat smrks.
DANTE

| nmean, we’ve had one incredibly
medi ocre show, but now we’'re
fucking epic and don’t need hel p!?
Terry’s right, Mac has know edge
AND hands on experience; even if it
was before cell phones. So let’s
gi ve hima chance.

They all nod in agreenent. Terrance smles at Dante. Mac
wal ks in. Terrance takes a seat next to Dante. Mac slowy
wal ks by all of them Ilike a general in front of his troops.

MAC
|"ve agreed to help you gentl enen.
But under a few conditions. First,
no matter how dangerous or insane,
you wll listen to everything |
have to say.

They all look a little frightened. Mac stops in front of
Young.

MAC
So, when | tell you to slaughter
and cook nme a wld chicken you
better ask me Gilled or Fried!?

They | ook at each other in disbelief. Mac stands up and
breaks out |aughing. He points at the band.
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MAC
(1 aughi ng)
You shoul d see your faces.

They all slowy | augh.

YOUNG
Crazy not her fucker.

MAC
Alright fellas. Terry tells nme |
have just four weeks to turn you
sorry sacks into rock gods. You
posers into the real ntcoy. You
wannabe’s into |l egends. It won't be
easy, but | promse | won't quit on
you guys if you won’t quit on ne.
W'l neet after school three days
a week as that is all nmy wife wll
allow nme to dedi cate. Everyday |
expect you to practice your
respective instrunent for at |east
two hours.

YOUNG
Aren’t we going to be practicing
her e?

MAC
O course! But 1’ve heard you play
and it’s rougher than w ping your
ass with sandpaper! You're gonna
need to learn to nulti-task. W're
gonna focus on how you sound, how
you feel and how you | ook under
those lights. A band’ s true test is
their live show Anyone can sound
good in a studio. It’s your energy
that’s going to bring people in.
|’ ve seen the footage and it’s
ugly, but nothing we can’t make
purdy. You ready?

ALL
YEAH! !
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - LATER

The band awkwardly stand in nothing but their boxers on the
stage. Mac sits in the audience.
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TERRANCE
Mac, | fail to see what the hel
this is supposed to acconpli sh.

MAC
Your problemis you guys are not
confortabl e on stage.

DANTE
" mso cold.
TERRANCE
Yeah, it’s freezing up here.
YOUNG
" malright.
LEVI

No shit! Howis this nore
confortable for us?!

MAC
It’s not! That’s the point. If you
guys can becone confortable in this
i ncredi bly unconfortable situation,
you' re gonna be amazi ng on stage.

DANTE
| can feel ny balls in ny stomach

Mac runs onto the stage.

MAC
You all have jobs to do, roles to
play. So, let’s go!

- Mac lines themup and shows themthe power slide. First,
Mac does one, and he puts down a hoodie so they slide on it
with their bare | egs.

- They go one at a tinme. Young m sses the hoodie and slides
on the hardwood with his knees with a loud terrible squeak
of his bare skin.

YOUNG
Mot her fucking rug burn!

DANTE
Shake it off, buddy.

Mac stands in front of Levi and Terrance.
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MAC
As the guitarists you guys are on
the front lines. There are a couple
key noves to show it.

- Levi and Terrance hold their guitars. Mac shows them
different epic struns Iike the windm Il and the slow raise
of the arm

- Mac picks the guitar strings with his teeth. Levi and
Terrance try on their own guitars. Terrance gags on the
t aste.

- Mac grabs the guitar strapped around his neck and hurls it
over his shoulder and catches it ready to play. Levi and
Terrance | ook at each other with doubt. Mac nods. They shrug
and try it unsuccessfully.

Mac stands in front of Young.

MAC
Young, you are the life blood and
rock of this band. Everything nust
flow fromyou, including the
ener gy.

- Mac sits at Young’'s drum set. Young wat ches Mac rai ses one
hand in the air while the other plays the snare drum

- Mac bangs his head with the beat and sticks his tongue out
with a denmonic | ook. He gets up and |lets Young try.

- Mac plays a drum beat then throws a stick in the air and
catches it to keep pl aying.

- Young sits down and tries dozens upon dozens of tines
until he finally catches it and keeps playing. He's
ecstatic!

Mac stands in front of Pat.

MAC
Pat, | get it. You re big and
scary, which is good, cause the
bass is the balls of the band. But,
that’s no excuse to be a one trick

pony.

- Pat headbangs while he plays. Mac stops him Mac takes the
bass and ki nda "headbangs" the neck.

- Mac pretends the bass is |like a gun and points to the
cromd and into the air. Pat tries.
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Mac stops in front of Dante.

MAC
Finally, the front man. You are the
Ceneral of fun, the King of Chaos
and the | eader of these psychos. If
there is one nmenber of the band
t hat cannot afford to be
rigid...it’s you.

- Dante stiffly sings into the mc. Mac grabs it fromhim
and caresses it tenderly.

- Dante tries to caresses the mc stand but | ooks incredibly
awkward. Mac picks up the entire stands and whirls it
around. Dante picks it up and falls.

- Mac takes the mc off the stand, twirls it rapidly, then
catches it and sings.

- Dante tries the twirl over and over, sonetines dodging the
mc, sonetines letting go of it conpletely. He tries one
nore tine and hits hinself straight in the nose.

The guys slowy pack up and get dressed. They | ook beat.

MAC
You guys did great today!
TERRANCE
Real | y?!
MAC
No, not really. BUT, you didn’t
gi ve up!

Dante holds tissues in his nose.

DANTE
| hate you

MAC
Alright, alright...homework for the
weekend. Go see a |live show. See
what they do right, and what you
think they' re doing wong. No
matter what, neet the perforners
afterward and praise their show.

DANTE
Even if they suck?
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MAC
Prai sing and glorifying people with
no talent is the back bone of the
musi ¢ i ndustry, so you nay as well
get used to it now. Plus, we could
all use a little encouragenent.

| NT. CLASSICS BAR - NI GHT

Terrance, Dante, Young, and Levi walk into a dingy little
dive bar with a very eclectic group of PATRONS. A medi um
si zed stage sits near the back of the bar.

LEVI
Are we allowed in here?

TERRANCE
Sign said show was 16 and up.

DANTE
Where’'s Pat ?

YOUNG

Said he was checking out a
di fferent kind of show.

INT. STRIP CLUB - SAME Tl ME

Pat sits in a plush chair with a beautiful, yet
unconfortabl e STRI PPER hesitating to give hima | ap dance.

| NT. CLASSICS BAR - NI GHT

DANTE
Jesus, | can’t even imagi ne what
t hat neans.

TERRANCE
(poi nts)
There's a tabl e.

The guys sit at a table close to the stage. A seasoned
WAl TRESS approaches the table.

WAl TRESS
What can | get for you fellas?

They | ook at one anot her.
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LEVI
Beer .

DANTE
Yeah, brewsky’ s all around.

YOUNG
And sonme Hennessy.

They | ook sideways at Young.

WAl TRESS
Ni ce try boys.

TERRANCE
Four coke’ s pl ease.

The waitress wal ks of f. A skinny guy with massive dreadl ocks
runs on stage. This is T-BONE

T- BONE
Hey Cl assics, how the hell are ya?
Are you ready to rock!?

The crowd doesn’t react nuch. Terrance and Dante cl ap.

TERRANCE
WOOOOO! ! !

T- BONE
Alright, then get ready for Baw ing
Cavity!

T-Bone runs off stage into his little sound booth. The BAND
gets on stage. Dante | ooks at the band and then at Terrance
who hasn’t noticed yet.

DANTE
| think we should go.

TERRANCE
What, why? They’'re about to start!

DANTE
Exactly, let’s go.

LEAD SI NGER
Thank you, we are Bawing Cavity.

The band starts. Terrance | ooks to the stage, but before he
can Dante grabs his face and pulls it to face him
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DANTE
This is a bad ideal

TERRANCE
(confused)
They sound pretty good, cal m down.

Terrance brushes Dante’s hands away and | ooks toward the
stage. Dante shakes his head. Terrance cl aps
enthusiastically until he sees...

Chad smling at himfromthe stage. Terrance inmedi ately

defl ates. Dante | ooks at himconcerned. Terrance gets up and
wal ks out. Young and Levi |ook at Dante confused.

EXT. CLASSICS - SAME Tl ME
Terrance stornms out and paces in front of the bar furious.
He can hear the song end frominside. The small crowd is
loud with cheers. Terrance shakes his head
TERRANCE
Fuck.
I NT. CLASSICS - NI GHT - LATER

The guys stand around as the band packs up their gear.

LEVI
You think he’s alright?
DANTE
Yeah, |'’msure he's not on the news

or anything yet.
Terrance bursts in.

YOUNG
Where you been man?

DANTE
Terry, did you buy a gun or
anyt hi ng?
Terrance sm |l es.
TERRANCE
|* m good. Supposed to praise the
band right?

Terrance wal ks past themtoward t he band.
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DANTE
Oh shit.

The guys follow him Terrance stops in front of Chad and his
band.

TERRANCE
Hey asshol e! Nice fucking show.

Terrance turns to wal k away.

CHAD
You know that’s the second tine |
saw you wal k away like a little
bitch tonight. But don’'t worry, |
got to see you clapping al ong
before your little PMS tantrum

Terrance slowy turns toward Chad. Chad | eans cl oser.

CHAD
Must be hard. Seeing how fucking
awesone we are. Especially after
the shit stain that was your | ast
show

Chad and hi s band | augh.

CHAD
| m gonna | ove kicking your ass at
Battl e of the Bands.

DANTE
That’s a high school contest.

Dante | ooks at Chad’s clearly ol der band mates.

CHAD
They are in high school dickwad!
They go to Wasson.

DANTE
| thought that was a prison.

CHAD
It’s a correctional institution for
troubl ed teen...students! And it
doesn’t natter because it
qualifies. So get ready to eat ny
record deal ass.
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The band |

Chad gets

60.

TERRANCE
| don’t care who’s in your band. O
what online band nane generator you
used. We’'re gonna fuck you up on
that stage. W’ re gonna fuck you so
hard, you’ re gonna have to wear a
di aper for fear of shit slipping
out of your pummel ed asshol e.

ooks di sgust ed.

LEVI
Terr -

DANTE
He’s rolling, just |let himgo.

TERRANCE
| " m gonna fuck you. And then fuck
all of them And when you' re al
cryi ng about your asshol es and
broken dreans then |’ m gonna w pe
ny sloppy dick and OUR new record
deal all over your battered fucking
faces.

CHAD
(1 aughs)
You can’t even play at a high
school talent show w thout throw ng
up like a drunk white girl!

unconfortably cl ose.

CHAD
You w || never, ever neke it.
Because the only thing you' re
fucking at that show, is up

Dante, Young, and Levi |ook slightly confused.

CHAD

You' re gonna fuck up | nean-
TERRANCE

| get it.
CHAD

| " m gonna go count what we made
toni ght, have fun at school | adies.

Chad and his band mates wal k away | aughi ng. Terrance stands
| ooki ng defeated. Dante taps his shoul der.
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DANTE
Conme on man.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM - AFTERNCON

The guys, m nus Terrance, are back on the stage in their
boxers. Mac inpatiently paces in front of them

LEVI
Have you seen hinf?
DANTE
Nope, starting to get alittle

wor ri ed.

Terrance bursts in fully clothed. Dante smles with relief.
Mac | ooks at his watch.

TERRANCE
Sorry I'"m | ate.

Terrance instantly gets into his boxers.

TERRANCE
Let’s do this shit!

Mac | ooks a little annoyed, but continues.

MAC
Renmenber, you' re playing for them
DANTE
(whi spers to Terrance)
You ok?
TERRANCE

(whi spers to Dante)
We have to fucking win. No matter
what .

Dante and Terrance shake their head in agreenent. Mac points
to the enpty chairs.

MAC
For the roar of your adoring fans.
So renenber to give them sone | ove
too! You three, this is a power
nove, come here.

Ashl ey and a FRIEND sneak in the back of the auditorium
They quickly sit in the back row
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Mac shows Levi, Terrance, and Pat how to stand on the PA
speaker at the front of the stage.

MAC
You | ook out over the crowd and
rock upon your altar! Levi, you're

up!

Levi |leans on the PA speaker and starts to hunp the air. Mac
stops hi mand shakes his head.

MAC
It’s great, we know you can thrust.
But you gotta feel the nusic...and
you' re not conpletely off. You ever
see a guitarist md sol o? Looks
like he’s coming in his pants.

Mac closes his eyes, tilts his head back, strunms the guitar
while looking |ike blowng a |load. The guys all | augh.

MAC
Looks kinda silly, but close your
eyes and just feel it. Hunp your
gui tar on your own tinmne.

Mac and Dante are on their knees at the front of the stage
m cs in hand.

MAC
Once you power slide, now you' re on
the front lines. Nothing separating
you and the crowd, so work it!

Mac hol ds out his hands to the invisible crowd. Dante
imtates him

MAC
Don't be afraid to wap the mc
cord around anythi ng and
everything. Wap it around the
hottest chick in the front row and
make out with her while there's a
sol o or sonet hi ng.

DANTE
(1 aughs)
Ckay.
MAC
Just don’t do that at any of the
shows here, you’'ll get suspended
for sure.
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Young sits behind his druns.

YOUNG
How am | supposed to interact with
the crowd way the fuck back here?

MAC
Just cause you’'re behind everyone
el se doesn’t nean anyone out there
shoul d forget about you. Stand up!

Young stands up.

MAC
What can you see now?
YOUNG
Everyt hi ng.
MAC

Exactly! After a song, stand up!

Show em who you are. Throw a stick
into the cromd. Then count it off,
j unp back down and rock sone nore!

LATER

MAC
Now, you guys are a united front.
And even if you're all doing you' re
own awesone things it’s going to
| ook lame so don't forget to play
wi th each other.

DANTE
Can you use a different phrase
while we're all in our boxers?

- Mac shows Levi and Terrance how to play back to back. Mac
pul | s Dante over and he and Terrance perform back to back.

- Ashley | ooks at Dante in awe.

- Mac tries to pull soneone over to play back to back with
Pat. Pat just grimaces.

- Mac pulls out one of Young' s sticks and plays along with
him He notions for Dante to cone over and they play on the
druns together with Young.

- Young taps 1-2-3-4 with his sticks. Mac gets the rest of

the guys lined up. On 4 they all junp in the air and cone
down when Young starts to play.
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- Mac sits in one of the enpty seats and watches the guys
play. They're doing all the things he showed them still in
t heir boxers.

- They | ook conpletely confortable and they’'re smling and
| aughing like it’s nothing.

The guys are fully clothed and stand in front of Mac.

MAC
You guys | ook good. How do you
feel ?

DANTE

Ki nda bad ass actually.

MAC
Good! |1’ m proud of you guys, you
put yourselves out there. Practice
everything this weekend. And
remenber, look |ike a bad ass, feel
li ke a bad ass, people are going to
assunme you' re a bad ass!

| NT. DEPARTMENT STORE - DAY
Terrance and Dante wal k around a huge departnent store.

TERRANCE
Dude, Mac is the fucking man. That
was awesone.

DANTE
Yeah, | feel like we really |earned
a lot. Qur next showis going to be
way better.

TERRANCE
" m so punped. What the hell are we
doi ng here anyway?

DANTE
My nom gave ne sone noney to buy
sheets and stuff for school next
senest er.

Terrance | ooks nervous.

TERRANCE
Oh, you heard back?
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DANTE
Not yet, but either way, wherever |
go I’ m gonna need sonething for
next year.

Dante sifts through sonme of the sheets. Terrance | ooks
al nost si ck.

DANTE
You know, | don’'t think I’ve ever
bought sheets before. It’s just
sonet hi ng your parents have in your
house ready for you. Like blankets.
|’ ve never seen anyone actually buy
a bl anket yet they have whol e
closets full of them

TERRANCE
Vel |, what happens when we win,
t hen what ?

Dante | ooks at Terr ance.

DANTE
| nmean... I'mstill going to
coll ege. Aren’'t you?

TERRANCE
W win, we get a record deal
That’'s how it works.

DANTE
| think it was nore "win a chance
to get a record deal"” but even
still, what if we don’t w n?

TERRANCE
What the fuck are you sayi ng?

DANTE
That it’s nore likely I go to
col | ege than beconme a rock star.

Terrance | ooks utterly shocked.

DANTE
Aren’t you getting ready for
col | ege next senester?

TERRANCE
(scoffs)
Did Ozzy Gsbourne study for
college!? Did Van Hal en worry about
next senester?!
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DANTE
Yeah, how do you think they got hot
for teacher?

Terrance shakes his head.

DANTE
(1 aughs)
You see what | there?

TERRANCE
It’s not funny.

DANTE
Hey man, |’ mjust hoping for the
best but planning for the worst

ki nda t hi ng.
TERRANCE
So, if we get a record deal you'l
stay?
DANTE
(scoffs)
Uh...sure man I'I|l stay for a

record deal

TERRANCE
Good, cause...the guys are
dependi ng on you.

DANTE
Haven't left yet.

Dante | ooks through nore of the sheets.

DANTE
Fuck this, let’s go check out the
novi es.

Dante noves into the aisle wthout |ooking. He accidentally
bunps into sonebody wal king by. She falls on the floor. It
happens to be Ashl ey.

DANTE
Oh shit, I'"mso sorry.

ASHLEY
Ow, nmy ass! It’s ok, I'mfine.

Dant e hel ps her up. Ashley | ooks at Dante enbarrassed and
t hen Terrance.
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ASHLEY
Oh hey guys! | didn't even see you
t here.

TERRANCE

Your ass ok?

ASHLEY
Ch that old thing. I"'msure it’s
fine. What are you guys doi ng here?

DANTE
Just grab--

TERRANCE
Just abandoning all our hard work
and friends. What about you?

Dant e shakes his head. Ashley notices.

ASHLEY
Whoa...trouble in paradise. |I'm
j ust buying some underpa...shirts.
Undershirts.

TERRANCE
You' re buying panties?

Ashl ey cri nges.

ASHLEY
| hate that word. But you got ne. |
better get back to it, | got

massi ve anmounts of homewor k.
Ashl ey turns to wal k away, but quickly turns back

ASHLEY
Oh, | alnost forgot | saw you guys
practice in the auditoriumthe
ot her day. Not bad.

TERRANCE
Spyi ng on us, uh?

Terrance gives her a devilish smle.

DANTE
Thank you.

ASHLEY

| was wondering if you guys wanted
to play at nmy party this weekend?
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TERRANCE
Eh...l don’t know

DANTE
We probably have stuff...

ASHLEY
Actually it’'s ny sisters party.
She’s in college. My parents are
out of town and we’'re getting a keg
and like 200 jello shots.

TERRANCE
What ni ght ?

DANTE
We're there.

EXT. ASHLEY’ S HOUSE - N GHT

A | arge house occupi ed by groups of TEENAGERS all stand
around with red solo cups and cans of beer. Loud nusic

bl asts frominside. Terrance and Dante pull up in Terry’s
old Buick, smles plastered across their faces.

| NT. ASHLEY' S HOUSE - SAME TI ME
The band wal ks in with their gear one by one. The
PARTY- GCER S gi ve them m xed | ooks. Levi, Young, and

Terrance are all set up in a corner of the living room

TERRANCE
Lot of people.

YOUNG
This is fucking awesone.

Levi | ooks around at all the beautiful COLLEGE 3 RLS.

LEVI
God I can’t wait for college.

Dante wal ks in with a tray of shots.

DANTE
Al right boys, sone |iquid courage.

Young and Levi light up. Terrance | ooks nervous.
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TERRANCE
We shoul dn’t get drunk.

DANTE
Cal m down Dad, we’'re just getting a
[ e buzz.

LEVI
He’ s 98 pounds he gets buzzed j ust
| ooki ng at booze.

TERRANCE
|’ mserious, | want this to be-

Terrance dry heaves. Dante rushes over to him

DANTE
Hey, look at nme! You re the nost
creative fucking person | have ever
met. You have no reason to be
nervous. It’s just a party. You're
supposed to have fun.

Terrance stops heaving and | ook sat Dante with nore
confi dence.

DANTE
We got this. | got your back
remenber ? Have a shot.

Dante hands Terrance a shot. They drink it together.

TERRANCE
Uh, holy shit.

DANTE
Tastes so good.

A crowd fornms around the band. Ashley runs up to them
clearly a little drunk.

ASHLEY
You guys made it!

DANTE
Hel | yeah!

ASHLEY
|’ m so horn- Ready to hear you

guys.

Dante | ooks around to the guys. Terrance takes two nore
shot s.
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DANTE
Vell, | think we’re ready!

ASHLEY
Awesone, good | uck

Ashl ey waps her arns around Dante’s neck and gives hima
huge ki ss. She wal ks away. Dante | ooks pleasantly shocked.

TERRANCE
(sm | es)
Ready?
DANTE

Fuck yeah. Pat you ready?

Suddenly Pat is behind Terrance bass in hand. Young counts
it off. Dante confidently grabs the mc.

DANTE

The band kicks in and all the guys |ook great and sound even
better. They use the noves from Mac’'s | essons. Mdre and nore
people flood the living roomtrying to listen.

Terrance wobbl es in place | ooking sick. Dante plays to the
crowd like a pro. The nusic builds. Dante let’s out a

deaf ening scream then all the nusic stops as he points to
Terrance. It’s the solo.

Terrance stands there about to get sick. Dante | ooks at him
like "what the hell is going on?!'" Terrance | ooks to the
eager crowd through cloudy eyes. His tinme to shine.

Then he shreds. His fingers are |ightning as he plays the
nmost epic solo of his life. The rest of the band | ooks
shocked.

The crowd eats it up and as the rest of the band kicks back
in, the whole house noves with the pul se of the crowd. The
song ends and the crowd goes w | d.

A GRL sitting on top of a GQUY' S shoul ders fl ashes the band.

LEVI
Qur first titties.
DANTE
God, | love this.
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YOUNG
Fuck Yeah!!

Young stands up, counts it off 1-2-3-4 and they kick right
back into the nusic.

SERI ES OF SHOTS
- Levi solos. The ladies nelt.

- Terrance gives the crowd the devil horns and they gladly
return it.

- Dante waps the mc chord around Ashl ey and nakes out with
her.

- Pat screans like a battle cry.

- Young throws off his shirt into the crowd.
- Dante and Terrance crowd surf.

END SERI ES

The song ends. The crowd roars.

DANTE
Thank you!

Ashl ey runs up to Dante and nmakes out with himsonme nore.
She grabs hi s hand.

ASHLEY
Conme on!

Ashl ey and Dante run away.
TERRANCE
(smles)
Have fun you two!!

The band puts their gear down.

LEVI
Dude, that was fucking awesone. |’'m
so fucking anped right now, holy
fucking shit!!

YOUNG

Exactly.
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JOCK
Great job guys that was awesone!

G RL
| | ove you guys!

TERRANCE

(beam ng)
Shoul d we pack up?

Pat stands tall.

PAT
Let’s GET DRUNK!!I'!

The guys cheer and so does the remaining crowd.

I NT. ASHLEY' S HOUSE - HALLWAY - SAME TI ME

Party nusic starts. Ashley and Dante are neki ng out the
whol e way down the hallway. They finally stop.

ASHLEY
| " m gonna get us sonme nore drinks.

DANTE
Good cal |.

Ashl ey wal ks away. At that same nonment Cassie walks in with
sone friends fromthe other side of the hall

CASSI E
Dant e!

DANTE
Oh hey Cassi e.

CASSI E
|11 catch up with you guys.

Cassie’s friends | eave and she wal ks up to Dante.

CASSI E
That was incredible, I had no idea.
DANTE
Yeah | guess you wouldn’t, would
you?
CASSI E
What ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 73.

She can’t hear over the nusic. Dante shakes his head as if
to say "neverm nd". Cassie awkwardly stands |ike she wants
Dante to do sonet hi ng.

CASSI E
Do you wanna go somewhere to tal k?

DANTE
VWhat ?!

Cassie talks right into Dante’s ear |ike a whisper.

CASSI E
Do you wanna go sonmewhere quiet?

Ashl ey wal ks back into the hallway drinks in hand and stops.
Dante | ooks at Ashl ey, then back at Cassie.

DANTE
No t hanks.

Dante pulls away from Cassie, wal ks straight up to Ashley
and gives her a massive kiss like fromold novies. Ashley
smles and drags hi mupstairs. Cassie | ooks di sappoi nted.

MONTAGE - BAND ENJOYS THE PARTY

-- Terrance, Levi, Young, and Pat take shots with a group of
peopl e. They all cheer.

-- INT. ASHLEY' S ROOM -- Ashley throws Dante onto her bed.
She nounts hi mand takes off her shirt. Dante sm | es.

DANTE
Awesone.

-- Young stands in a karate pose with his shirt wapped
around hi s head.

YOUNG
H I - YYA

He breaks a piece of wood with his hand, the party |loves it.

-- Several JOCKS hold up Terrance as he does a keg stand.
They all pat himon the back when he finishes.

JOCK
Terry is the fucking king!

TERRANCE

(alittle touched)
You didn’t call me sharts..
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JOCK
VWhat ! ?

TERRANCE
| said let’s do it again!!

They cheer and lift him again.

-- Pat struggles to open a bottle of beer. Levi tries to
hand hi m an opener. Pat bites the top of the bottle off
instead. Levi |ooks horrified.

-- INT. ASHLEY' S ROOM -- Ashl ey and Dante nmake out. Ashl ey
noves down his body and takes off his pants. Her head begins
to bob up and down. Dante can’'t possibly smle any bigger.

-- Young and Pat dance with a couple girls. Pat actually
sm | es.

-- Terrance takes a massive bong hit. Then Levi foll ows.

-- INT. ASHLEY' S ROOM -- Ashley and Dante are under the
covers. Ashley npbans as Dante thrusts back and forth.

-- Levi and Young play beer pong with a couple girls. Levi
makes a cup. The guys celebrate. The girls take off a | ayer
of cl ot hes.

-- Terrance nakes out with a girl in a hot tub. Pat fully
cl ot hed makes out with a goth girl on the other side of the
hot tub.

- INT. ASHLEY' S ROOM -- Ashley and Dante | ay out of breath.
They both | ook so happy. She turns to him

ASHLEY
Round 27?

DANTE
Hel | yeabh.

Ashl ey nmounts hi m agai n.

END MONTAGE

EXT. ASHLEY' S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Dante and Terrance sit on the roof in just their boxers.

DANTE
Well, the first time, | did not go
for too long. | nean, fuck it feels

amazi ng.
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TERRANCE
Awv, ny little boy’'s all grown up.

DANTE
The second tinme though I was a god.

TERRANCE
You were Thor.

DANTE
Yes dude! Thunder cock!

Terrance | aughs.
DANTE
That’ s why she’s sl eeping so
soundl y. She got the storm
TERRANCE

(1 aughs)
Exactly.

The wi ndow behi nd t hem opens. Levi and Young carefully wal k
out onto the roof.

LEVI
VWhat’s up fellas?

DANTE
How are ya boys?

Young and Levi sit down.

YOUNG
That was an epi c fucking night son.

They nod in agreenment. Levi nudges Terrance.
LEVI
Shoul d’ ve seen this guy drink?
Didn’t know he had it in him
Terrance bl ushes. Dante sm | es.

DANTE
Vell, | know Pat had a good ni ght.

Dante points down to the | awn.

DANTE
Look at him

Pat |ies conpletely butt naked cuddling a weird inflatable
decoration in the front yard. They all |augh hysterically.
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LEVI
Cl assi c.

DANTE
It was a good night. A damm good
ni ght.

Dante gazes at the sunrise. Terrance | ooks at Dante with a
huge smle on his face.

I NT. TERRY’ S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Terrance wal ks into his house looking a little ragged, but
happy. H s nom nakes breakfast in the kitchen.

JOANNE
Hey, sweetie. How was your show?

TERRANCE
| think we did it Mom W were
amazi ng!! W sounded great, the
crom ate it up

JOANNE
|’ m glad you had a fun.

TERRANCE
Well, nost inportantly, Dante had
fun. Lots of fun. | think I’ve

shown hi mthe way.

Terrance sits at his kitchen table. Joanne | ooks
unconvi nced.

I NT. SCHOCL - DAY

The end of the day bell rings. Terrance and Dante wal k
t hrough the halls.

DANTE
That al ready exi sts.

TERRANCE
Yeah, but it's with a "K" instead.

DANTE

Kold with a "K', Korpse with a "K".
What is with you and "K s"?!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 77.

TERRANCE
It’s awesone!

KIDS in the hall turn toward the two of them Every CLI QUE
| ooks their way. They continue to wal k.

DANTE
Is it just me, or is everyone
| ooking at us?

TERRANCE

| don’t have any shit on ny face do
| ?

Ajock in a letter jacket turns to them

JOCK
Awesonme show guys!

DANTE
(awkwar d)
Thanks man.

A GROUP OF STONERS hi gh five Terrance.

STONER
Si ck show nman.

Terrance smles. Chad stands by his | ocker and | ooks
m serabl e as he watches everyone conplinment them A GROUP COF
G RLS longingly | ook at Dante.

G RL
We | ove you Dant e!

Dante points to them

DANTE
Love youl!

They swoon. More and nore people congratulate themon their
show. They pat Terrance on the back. Throw pi eces of paper
in their faces to sign. The girls adore Dante. The guys give
Terrance respect. They finally get through the crowd.

TERRANCE
Fuck dude, we’re fanpus! Damn t hat
got me so jacked up for practice.

DANTE
| know. Ch shit!

Dant e runmages through hi s bag.
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DANTE
| forgot the mc chord. 1'll run
home real quick. 1'Il catch up

Dante runs the opposite way.

TERRANCE
Not too | ong!

| NT. DANTE S HOUSE - AFTERNOON

Dante bursts through the door.

CONNI E
Dante, is that you!?
DANTE
Yeah ma. |’ mjust grabbing
sonet hi ng.

Dante runs into his room Tom stands in the doorway as Dante
| ooks for the chord.

TOM
Hey Dante.
DANTE
Hey Dad.
TOM
You' ve got nmail .
DANTE
Meg Ryan, little sappy for you Dad.
TOM
Thanks cl own boy, but you shoul d

open it.
Dante di gs deep beneath his bed.

DANTE
[’Il check it |ater. Gotchal

Dante pulls out the chord. He stands up and Tom hands hi m an
envel ope.

TOM
For your nother’s sake.

Dante reads the NYU stanp in the upper |eft corner. Connie
rushes to the doorway.
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CONNI E
Did he open it?!

TOM
Not yet, Con.

Dante just |ooks at the envel ope then back at his eager
parents. He rips it open. He reads the letter to hinself.

CONNI E
Vell!?

Dant e | ooks up fromthe paper.

I NT. GUI TAR CLASS - AFTERNCON

Terrance, Levi, Young, and Pat are playing. They stop often
trying to conpose the elenents of a song together. Dante
wal ks in | ooking distracted.

TERRANCE
Yes, dude, yes! So when you do
that, I'll be doing this.

Terrance plays a riff.

DANTE
Sounds awesone, what is it?

LEVI
New song baby.

YOUNG
Fucki ng si ck.

TERRANCE
Just in tinme to bl ow them away for
the battl e next week!

DANTE
VWhere's Mac?

TERRANCE
Said he’d be late. Alright, let’s
take it fromthe top. Dante, you
got the chord right? Gonna have to
figure out sone vocal s!

Dante starts setting up his mc stand.
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TERRANCE
You ok?

DANTE
(di stracted)
VWhat ? Ch yeah, I'mfine. Let’s do
t hi s!

Dante forces a smle. The band pl ays.

They start with the chorus. Terrance and Levi play together,
then Young joins in. They stop.

TERRANCE
Al right Young, you kick in when
do this.

Terrance plays a chord.

TERRANCE
And bring the double bass, don't be
shy with it, just keep it in tine.

YOUNG
My shit’s always in tine.

LATER

The band plays nore of the song and it sounds better. Dante
softly sings what he has.

TERRANCE
Sing | ouder buddy!

Levi stops.

LEVI
Can we start fromthe top, | have
an i dea.

TERRANCE

Sure, Young count it off.

Young counts 1-2-3-4. Qutside the door Mac wal ks up. He's
about to open the door when hears them playi ng. He sees them
col | aborating. He smles.

MAC
They don’t need ne.

Mac wal ks down the hal l way beam ng. The band pl ays
conpletely in synch. They |l ook like they' re having an
amazing tinme. The song ends and they | ook at one anot her
wi th pride.
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TERRANCE
We're gonna fucking kill it!!

LATER
Levi and Young are leaving with their gear.
TERRANCE
See ya guys! One nore practice
before the big show

Levi and Young | eave. Terrance and Dante pack up and

straighten the room Dante still |ooks distant.
TERRANCE
Dude. I'm so excited. 1’ve never

been so confident that we’'re going
to crush it.

DANTE
Mhmm

TERRANCE
| nmean, how bad ass is that fucking
song? Chuck fucking Norris couldn't
wite a nore epic song.

DANTE
Yup.

TERRANCE
The riff is awesone. Levi’s solo.
Young with the doubl e bass; |
didn’t know he had it in him And
your vocal s! Fuck man, we’re going
to wwn. We're going to win and then
we're going to get the record deal
and then we’ll just have groupies
and like a fucking private jet.
This is it man.

DANTE
Sure is.

TERRANCE
What bug bit your ass?

Dant e stops packing and takes a deep breath.

DANTE
| got in.

Terrance stops.
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DANTE
| got the letter today. | got in.

TERRANCE
cu?

Dant e shakes hi s head.

TERRANCE
Wll, you don’t have to go.

DANTE
(scoffs)
It’s an amazi ng school and program

TERRANCE
| nmean, even YOU said you woul d be
in debt forever if you went there.

DANTE
They're offering nme a parti al
schol ar shi p.

TERRANCE
Pl us New York is dangerous,
everybody gets nugged.

DANTE
| want to go.

TERRANCE
Wel |, what about this? What about
us?!

DANTE
| love this, it’'s fun, but that’s
all it is for nme. Just tenporary.

TERRANCE
So, working to get the band
together, working with Mac, witing
songs with your friends; having ny
fucki ng back, that was all just

tenporary!?
DANTE
So, it’s not "what about us", it’'s

what about you?
TERRANCE

| can’t believe you're |eaving! You
are such a selfish asshol e!
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DANTE
Me?! You're telling ne to throw
away a dream opportunity, ny dream
so that we can what? Play shitty
little bars in Colorado until we
make it "big"?

TERRANCE
Oh, sorry it’s not good enough for
you Scorsese! And you don’t think
we can win Battle of the Bands!?

DANTE
| do think we can win, but | don't
think winning a Battle of the Bands
is going to set us up for life
dude. You have this weird vision of
Battl e of the Bands being the end

all be all of shows, Iike the nost
i nportant event in fucking human
hi st ory!

TERRANCE

It is fucking inportant, nore
i nportant than fucking school!

DANTE
kay drama queen, why is it so
i mportant?

TERRANCE

W’ ve been working so hard! Al the
practices! The party! What did you
say to ne? Tired of being the nice
guy, tired of being alone. This
band got you pussy for the first
time ever, you dick! How can you

j ust abandon all that!?

DANTE
| " ve been tal king about going to
New York for years. I'msorry if

you never took those talks
seriously, but | have a real chance
to do what | want! Wiy is this
battl e of the bands so inportant?

TERRANCE
What you want!? That’'s fucking
rich! For nore school, you hate
school and I nean it’s not I|ike--
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DANTE
What is your problemwit
Seriously, why is TH'S SO
TO YOU ?

h col | ege?!
| MPORTANT

TERRANCE
CAUSE | DIDN T APPLY TO ANY
SCHOOLS!

Dante i s shocked.

TERRANCE
Okay!? None. | didn't apply
anywhere, because | don’'t want to
go to school! | want to play nusic,
| want to make nusic. | want to
tour and play in front of thousands
of people. And this show...is...was
nmy best chance. But, now what the
fuck am| going to do?

DANTE
(scoffs, shakes head)
| don’t know! Live your own fucking
life. Jesus, stop guilting nme and
hol di ng nme back and do your own
thing! You don’t need ne.

TERRANCE
Vell, you re fucking right about
that. | don’t need you!

Terrance noves for the door with his stuff.

TERRANCE
| don’t need you. The band doesn’t
fucki ng need you. And you’ re gonna
beg nme to conme back when you
fucking fail in New York. Fuck you
Dant e!

DANTE
Fuck you too!

Dant e paces.

DANTE
Fuck!

84.
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I NT. TERRY’ S HOUSE - N GHT

Joanne calmy sits on a yoga mat. Tranquil nusic plays
delicately. WIlow, Laura, and Sandy sit across fromher in
an identical pose.

JOANNE
Just breathe. Feel your spirit
lifting to a peaceful place.

Terrance storns into the house.

TERRANCE
Mot her fucking selfish asshol e
pi ece of shit!

Terrance stornms into the kitchen. Joanne bows to her
"students", gets up, and wal ks to the kitchen.

JOANNE
What’ s wong Terrance?

TERRANCE
Everything. Everything is fucking
wong. Selfish prick.

JOANNE
Honey, | know you’re upset but do
you have to use the | anguage?

TERRANCE
Rol I ing around on mats and i nhaling
ridicul ous scents doesn’t calmne
down, so yes dammt, the |anguage
i s fucking necessary!

JOANNE
(stern)
Terrance.
TERRANCE
| just. I can’t. (beat)l’ mgonna go

downstairs and pl ay.
Terrance noves for the basenent door. Then he stops.
TERRANCE
(chuckl es)
Nope, | left ny shit at school!
GREAT!

Terrance storns back through the front door and slans it.
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EXT. H GH SCHOOL - N GHT

Mac wal ks toward his car carrying his things. Terrance’'s
bl ue Buick conmes tearing into the parking | ot and screeches
to a stop. Terrance bolts out.

MAC

Whoa Terry, you gotta be careful
TERRANCE

Is it open, | need ny guitar?

Terrance marches toward the door, tears welling.

MAC
Whoa, it’s already | ocked up, you
can get it tonorrow.

TERRANCE
That's bullshit! | want it now,
just let nme inl!

MAC
Janitor already set the alarm you
can get it tonorrow.

TERRANCE
What are you deaf too you fucking
has- been, | want ny fucking gear!

Mac | ooks shocked. Terrance can’t keep up the act any
| onger. He turns away from Mac with tears in his eyes.

MAC
What’ s wong buddy?

Terrance w pes his eyes.

TERRANCE
Dante got into the school of his
dreanms. So he’s | eaving. Leaving
t he band, | eaving ne.

MAC
Good for him

TERRANCE
(snorts)
Yup. Fucking great for him Leaving
me up shits creek. But, who cares!?
H s dreans get to conme true, so..
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Mac | eans

Terrance |

Terrance |

87.
MAC
(smles)
You think Dante is ruining your
dreans?
TERRANCE

Yeah, we were supposed to be in
this together! He was supposed to
have ny fucki ng back! | nean...what
a fucki ng asshol e!

agai nst his car.

MAC
Wien | told ny band | wanted to
| eave, Jerry, the lead singer was
furious. | had no idea why, we
never even got along that well, but
he was pissed. "You asshol e, how
could you do this", the works. He
just couldn’t understand why I
woul d wal k away.

TERRANCE
Way did you?

eans next to Mac.

MAC
My wife and newborn were a big
reason. | mssed them nostly. But
the main reason... | just lost ny

passion for it. It’s not an easy
life. Constant judgnent and | et
downs; you have to be in it 100%
all the time or it’s just not worth
it. And there were parts | stil

| oved and even now parts | stil
mss but...l don't regret wal ki ng
away when | did.

ooks down. Mac turns to him

MAC
Jerry coul dn’t understand because
he thought | was doing sonmething TO
HM when in reality I was doing
sonmething FOR ME and ny fam |y that
| couldn’t share with them He was
i nsecure and thought that changi ng
t hi ngs too nuch woul d undo
everyt hi ng HE want ed.

Terrance nods.
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MAC
He wasn’'t a very good friend. But I
know. . .that you are.

Mac sm | es.

MAC
So, you still going enb on ne?

Terrance | aughs and shakes his head.

MAC
Sleep on it. And renenber we are
eternal, all this pain is an
il1usion.

Terrance smles as Mac gets into his car and drives away.
MONTAGE - M SSI NG EACH OTHER

-1 NT. TERRANCE S BASEMENT - AFTERNOON - The band practices.
They keep stopping and starting. Terrance | ooks at the

| onely mc stand where Dante would sing. He brushes it off
and keeps practi cing.

-EXT. STREET - DAY - Dante and Ashley stroll down the
street, holding hands, |aughing, kissing, having a great
time. She stops to go into a store. Dante sees an
advertisenent for the Battle of the Bands on a street |anp.
He | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

-I NT. TERRANCE S HOUSE - NI GHT - Terrance bl ankly stares at
his TV playing the In Flames DVD he previously watched with
Dant e.

-INT. MALL - DAY - Dante |ooks bored as his nomtries to
show hi m sone clothes, etc. He | ooks across the aisle to a
musi ¢ store where a couple kids are playing and doi ng noves
i ke the ones Mac taught the band. Dante sniles.

-EXT. SCHOCOL PARKI NG LOT - DAY - Terrance hands out fliers
for the Battle of the Bands. A decent anount of people take
them give himconplinments. Suddenly, |oud nusic blasts

t hrough the parking lot. Chad stands next to an old van
where the nusic is comng from Hot GRLS in bikinis junmp
out of the van. Everyone rushes over to Chad.

-INT. ASHLEY' S HOUSE - NI GHT - Dante checks his phone.

ASHLEY
You got a hot date?

Dant e | aughs.
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DANTE
Not as hot as you!

They kiss. They watch TV. He checks his phone agai n.

ASHLEY
Way don’t you just... | don’t know,
call hinf

Dant e shakes hi s head.

DANTE
Cause he doesn’t want to hear from
me. And he was the one who was a
prick to ne, so.

ASHLEY
Are you going to go to the Battle
of the Bands? It’s tonorrow night

right?
Dant e nods.
DANTE
| don’t know. Let’s just watch the
novi e.

Dante and Ashley cuddle, but his mind is clearly el sewhere.
END MONTAGE

I NT. TERRANCE' S ROOM - EVEN NG

Terrance stands in front of a mrror making sure he | ooks
properly bad ass.

TERRANCE
Let’'s do this.

Terrance | ooks down at a picture of himand Dante on his
desk. He wal ks out.

EXT. PH L LONG EXPO CENTER - EVEN NG

A banner hangs on the outside of the large building that
reads "3rd Annual Hi gh School Battle of the Bands". PARENTS,
SI BLI NGS, and BANDS are all enthusiastically walking into

t he entrance.
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| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME

Dozens of people are hel pi ng bands nove their gear. Sone
bands are quietly practicing or just hangi ng out. Young,
Levi, and Pat are sitting with their gear around them

YOUNG
What, now we’ve | ost fucking both
of thenf

Levi checks hi s phone.

LEVI
Terry is on his way. He's probably
just hacking into a trash can
somewher e.

PAT
What about Dante?

Levi | ooks at him

I NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

The crowd gathers. Mac stands anong a sea of supporters. The
ANNOUNCER j unps onto the stage. The crowd cheers. The
announcer grabs the mc.

ANNOUNCER
Hel |l o Col orado Springs! Thank you
for comng to the 3rd annual high
school battle of the bands!

Mac | ooks around the crowd. The three JUDGES sit at a table
to the side of the stage.

ANNOUNCER
Al'l the voting is done by our
| ovely panel of judges. They're
scored on appearance/ st age
presence, crowd interaction, and of
course nusical ability. Every one
of these tal ented young bands gets
5 mnutes of playing time to show
us what they can do. You're stil
in school, so sadly there are sone
rules. Al songs perforned nust be
original and witten by the nenbers
of the band. Al nenbers of the
band nust be present when they're
set starts. And of course, running
over the time will lead to

( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER (cont’ d)
disqualification. Now that that’'s
out of the way...are you ready to
rock!?

I NT. DANTE S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

Dante sits on his couch. He | ooks at the Battle of the Bands
pass and then quickly to the TV several tines.

DANTE
(to hinself)
He doesn’t want me there. He says
he doesn’t need ne.

He | ooks at the pass. He picks it up. He | ooks to the
m crowave cl ock

DANTE
| nmean, | don’'t even know when
they’ re going on, so...

He puts the pass down. He starts to nove back toward the
couch but stops. He noves back to the table. He picks up the
pass.

DANTE
You know what, no!

He throws the pass down and wal ks away, but stops. He goes
back to the table.

DANTE
Who cares what he says, | wanna go.

He picks up the pass.

DANTE
But fuck him

He throws it down.

DANTE
But -
TOM
Dant e?
DANTE
(hi gh pitched)
AHHH!

Dant e stumbl es back
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DANTE
Jesus Dad, you scared ne.

TOM
Sorry. You ok?

Dant e shakes hi s head.

DANTE
| should go right?

Tom shr ugs.

TOM
What do you wanna do?

I NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

A PUNK BAND ends their song. The crowd roars. The announcer
j unps back onto the stage.

ANNOUNCER
Yeah, great job!! Gve a big hand
for Snot Rocket! Renenber all
scores are tallied and the w nners
are announced at the end for their
chance at the big tinme, so don’t go
anywher e!!

Mac | ooks nervous as he reads the perfornmer list. Sone
students recogni ze Mac.

STUDENT
Hey Mac!

Mac sm |l es and waves.
MAC

God, | hate seeing students outside
of school ..

| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME
Levi paces. Young and Pat sit.
LEVI
Wel |, not having any singers or our
rhyt hm guitari st could be
worse...right?

Young and Pat | ook unconvinced. Chad and his band nenbers
wal k by.
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CHAD
| knew Terry was too big of a pussy
to show up!? You' re probably better
W t hout him

LEVI
Way don’t you go fuck off into
sonet hi ng! ?

Chad and his band | augh and wal k away. Young | ooks si deways

at Levi.

Terrance appears.

They al |

LEVI
I’mnot as mad as Terry, | said the
first thing that cane to m nd.
YOUNG
Yo, where the fuck is he? Wre
al nost on.
TERRANCE

Where the fuck is who?
| ook slightly relieved.

YOUNG
You not ha fucka!

LEVI
You puki ng sonewhere?

TERRANCE
No need. Took a little extra tine,
but | feel ready. You guys?

LEVI
Good.

YOUNG
Ready to fucking rock.

PAT
What about Dante?

Terrance looks a little hurt. He instantly gets defensive.

TERRANCE
VWhat about hin? W don’t need him
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PAT
Who' s going to sing?

TERRANCE
Me! You got a problemw th that
G oot? He made his choice. W can
do it without him

The guys | ook at one another trying to force smles.

TERRANCE
Ri ght ?

LEVI
| nmean this is what we’ ve been
working for. | know he’s

| eavi ng, and you guys are fighting
or whatever but I'msure if you ask
he woul dn’t bail -

TERRANCE
It’s just us! And we’'re going to be
finel We’re going to win!

Terrance storns off pissed.

TERRANCE
(to hinsel f)
W’'re going to win. Wre going to
Wi n.

I NT. PH L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

The floor is jam packed with people. Joanne and her
daughters wal k in.

ANNOUNCER
G ve a big hand for El ektronix!

94.

A techno | ooking band wal k off stage as the crowd roars.
stands in the crowd reading over the list of perforners.

El ektronix is just tw bands ahead of Terrance.

MAC
Hope you're ready boys.
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| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME

Terrance, Young, Levi, and Pat stand just behind the
curtain.

LEVI
Holy shit there’s a | ot of people
her e.
Terrance gul ps.
TERRANCE

Yup.

Chad and his band wal k by themintentionally bunping into
t hem

CHAD
Oh sorry, | didn't know they | et
little girls back stage. N ce of
you to actually show up Terry,
woul dn’t wanna wi n w thout you
wat chi ng!

Chad | ooks at the band.

CHAD
VWhere’'s Dante! ?

Terrance just stares at him
CHAD
Oh ny GOD!' Even your best friend
bail ed on you, you nust really
fucki ng suck.
Terrance goes to hit Chad, but Levi and Young hol d hi m back.

LEVI
He's not worth it.

A STAGEHAND appr oaches Chad.

STAGEHAND
Bawl i ng Cavity? You' re up!

CHAD
Have fun | adi es!

Chad and his band go on stage.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 96.

YOUNG
Don't fucking listen to him W're
going to kill it.

| NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME
Chad and the band rush onto the stage.
ANNOUNCER
Here they are. Gve it up for
Bawl i ng Cavity!

The crowd roars.

| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME

Terrance watches his old band nmates play. The crowd | oves
it. He's | ooks so depressed as they eat up everything the
band does. He focuses on all their smling cheering faces.
He starts to | ook sick.

EXT. PH L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

A car screeches to a stop in front of the entrance. A person
gets out and runs into the front doors. The car peels away
toward the back of the expo center.

| NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

Ashl ey rushes into the crowd and is i medi ately bl ocked. She

junps up and down over the crowd and spots Mac. She fights
t hrough the crowd and finally reaches him

ASHLEY

Mac! Have they gone on yet!?
MAC

VWhat | ?
ASHLEY

Have they pl ayed yet!?

MAC
No! They’'re on next!

Ashl ey | ooks relieved. She sm|es!
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ASHLEY
Good! !

She | ooks toward the stage.

ASHLEY
Fuck you guys!!!

She gives Chad’s band the finger. Mac is shocked, but mldly
i npr essed.
| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME

Terrance | ooks even nore ill. The stagehand cones over to
t hem

STAGEHAND
You guys are up next.

Levi, Young, and Pat start noving their things. Terrance
stands still.

LEVI
Cone on man, we’'re up

The song ends.

I NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

Chad and his band are standing on the edge of the stage as
the crowd screans for them The announcer runs out.

ANNOUNCER
Whoa, show ng huge | ove for Baw ing
Cavity. Save sone of that energy,
we got one nore band for yal

Ashl ey and Mac | ook nervous.

| NT. BACKSTACGE - SAME TI ME
Terrance hasn’t noved. Hi s eyes are cl osed.
TERRANCE
(to hinself)
Don’t throw up, don’t throw up.

Chad pushes his shoulder into Terrance. H s eyes open.
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CHAD
You' re up sharts!

Levi, Young, and Pat nove the things onto the stage.

LEVI
Terry, come on

Terrance forces hinself on stage.

| NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME
Terrance slowy wal ks out. The crowd is fairly quiet.

JOANNE
Whoo! Terrance!!

Ashl ey shakes her head.

MAC
| think he’s going to puke on
everyone.

Terrance | ooks out over the crowd. He puts his gear down and
stands up. He | ooks at the faces of the crowd again.

Chad | aughs and points at Terrance fromthe side of the
stage. Terrance covers his nmouth. He runs off stage.

| NT. BACKSTAGE - SAME TI ME

Terrance finds the nearest trash can and heaves. Soneone
hands hima towel.

TERRANCE
Thank you.

DANTE
No problem

Terrance | ooks up at Dante.

DANTE
| told you | have your back. No
matter what.

TERRANCE
|’mso sorry man. | was a fucking
dick. | shouldn’t have been so
selfish. And | shoul d’ ve been nore
supportive. You' ve always been

( MORE)
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TERRANCE (cont’ d)
there for ne, for everything, so
you | eaving just freaked ne out.
You' re ny best friend and | wasn’t
there for you

Dante sm | es.

TERRANCE
But of course | want you to foll ow
your dream You know? | mean,
you' re fucki ng Dante!

They bot h | augh.

DANTE
Well, if it’s okay with you...I’d
i ke to make sure Chad and those
assholes don’t win this thing.

TERRANCE
Real | y?!

DANTE
Hell yeah. Didn’'t cone all this way
to watch.

Terrance gives hima huge hug.

TERRANCE
Thank you man.

Levi, Young, and Pat all stand at the curtain on the edge of
t he stage.

LEVI
| hate to break up this Kodak
nonent, but can you guys finish
j erking each other off later?

YOUNG

We got a fucking Battle to w n!
DANTE

Let's do it!

Levi, Young, and Pat run on stage. Dante tries to pull away,
but Terrance won't |et go.

DANTE
Terry, let’s go.
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TERRANCE
(eyes cl osed)
Don't run away from your feelings.

DANTE
(annoyed)
Terry.

TERRANCE
(whi spers)
Just live in the nmonent.

DANTE
Ckay, get the fuck off ne.

They break apart.

I NT. PHI L LONG EXPO CENTER - SAME TI ME

Terrance and Dante run on stage. The crowd roars. Mac and
Ashl ey cheer.

ANNOUNCER
Here they are. Let them hear you
Phil Long Expo Center!!

The crowd cheers nore. The judges | ook ready. Chad | ooks
mldly scared with his band nates.

CHAD
They got not hi ng.

Joanne spots Connie and Tomin the crowd and nmakes her way
over to them

TOM
Jesus fucking Christ.

CONNI E
How di d she even spot us?

TOM
Thank god this is the last tine.

The band sets up on stage. Dante approaches his mc. He
| ooks back. Everyone is ready. He | ooks over at Terrance.

DANTE
You ready?
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TERRANCE
Fuck yeabh.

The announcer cones over to themtalking into the mc.

ANNOUNCER
Keep it going! This is our fina
act, give it up for... (to the

guys) what’s your nane guys, it’s
not |isted.

Dante grabs the mc
DANTE

We are Rock Hard!'! Now, LET S

(€0000000000
The band ki cks in. The announcer quickly | eaves the stage.
They play the song they’ ve been witing together and the
crowd is loving every second of it.
-Dante works the front row of the crowd.
-Terrance and Levi play back to back.

-Young throws his sticks up in the air and catches themlike
a pro.

- Mac | ooks proud.

-Ashley and all the parents are cheering and |oving the
show.

-The judges | ook i npressed.

- Chad catches his bandmates enjoying the nusic. He gives
t hem a nmenaci ng | ook and they stop.

-Pat licks the neck of his bass.

-Levi powerslides.

-Dante and Terrance sing into the sane mc.

They | ook amazing and the crowd | ets them hear it. The song
ends. Al the band nmenbers can’t stop smiling. Ashley and
Mac cheer fromthe crowd. Joanne junps up and down as Connie
and Tom cl ap and whistl e.

The five of themline up and bow for the crowd. They give

t hem t hunderous cheering and appl ause. Terrance throws a
pick into the crowd and people fight to get it.

LATER
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The announcer is on stage with the three judges. The band
stands in the crowd. Ashley, Mac and the parents are al
standi ng around them

ANNOUNCER
Let’s give all our perforners
anot her hand. This was the best
year yet.

The crowd cl aps.

ANNOUNCER
The judges have debated and tallied
and the results are in. The top
three bands will receive tons of
merch and tons of respect. And of
course our top band will get a
private nmeeting with our producer
all the way from Los Angel es!

The crowd roars. Dante and Terrance | ook at each ot her.

ANNOUNCER
So without further ado. In third
pl ace. .. Snot Rocket!

The punk band cheers and run up on stage. Dante and Terrance
and the guys clap. The judges hand them various prizes.

ANNOUNCER
Congrats guys. In second place..
| mortal Konbat !

Anot her band runs up on stage. Terrance | ooks nervous. Dante
gives hima smile

ANNOUNCER
And finally, our best in show.

One of the judges, a pretty PUNK JUDGE, wal ks of f the stage
and into the crowd.

ANNOUNCER
Wnning the grand prize of nmerch,
pl us the exclusive neeting...

Dante turns to Terrance.

DANTE
Wat ever happens man, don’t give up
because we fucking killed it! No
matter what, this is the beginning,
no the end.
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ANNOUNCER
...wWith the producer fromLA is..
Bawl i ng Cavity!!

Terrance | ooks down di sappoi nted. The crowd doesn’t |ike the
announcenent. The whol e band defl ates. Dante turns to
Terrance and gives hima hug.

DANTE
|"msorry man, | thought we had it.

Terrance feels sonmeone tap on his shoul der. He pulls away
from Dante and | ooks at the pretty punk judge who tapped his
shoul der.

PUNK JUDGE
| don’t nean to interrupt, | just
wanted to say | thought you guys
were by far the best band here and
you deserved to w n.

Terrance w pes his eyes. Chad and his band junp on stage
ecstatic.

DANTE
Thanks!

TERRANCE
Well, then why the hell didn't we!l?

PUNK JUDGE
As good as you were, rules are
rul es. You guys went ten seconds
over the tinme limt. | tried to
argue for ya, but...

The band | ooks crushed.

PAT
Vel |, Fuck.

The Punk Judge | aughs.

JUDGE
Don't give up yet. This is ny card.
" mthe producer they keep talking
about. I'd love to neet with you
guys anyway.

Terrance takes the card |ooking Iike a kid |ooking at a
brand new toy. But then he | ooks sad.
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PUNK JUDGE

You do want to neet right?
TERRANCE

Yeah, but... you see the band..
DANTE

Is all the brain child of this guy.
Dante puts his hand on Terry’s shoul der.

DANTE
He wites the songs, he brought us
all together.

Dante points to the rest of the band.

DANTE
Al'l of these guys are the talent
and they deserve a neeting.

PUNK JUDGE
(to Terrance)
So you're the man to talk to?

Dante sl owy backs away, giving Terrance his nonent.
Terrance | ooks at the rest of the band, turns back to the
j udge, puffs his chest out.

TERRANCE
Yes | am
PUNK JUDGE
Good. | can’t wait for you to call

She wal ks away. The band | ook at one anot her.

YOUNG
Fuck yeah, we’re gonna be fanous
baby!

TERRANCE

| think she wanted ne.

Dant e shakes his head at Terrance. The band hugs each ot her.
Ashl ey rushes over and ki sses Dante. Mac congratul ates the
band. As they wal k out people in the crowd give them high
fives.
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EXT. NYU CAMPUS - DAY
SUPER: Three Months Later
COLLECE KIDS roam around the busy streets.

| NT. DORM ROOMt SAME TI MVE
Dante sits on a snmall bed with his laptop on his |ap.

DANTE
It’s small, but pretty fucking
awesorne.

| NT. APARTMENT - SAME Tl ME
Terrance sits at a desk with his | aptop open.

TERRANCE
When do cl asses start?

| NT. DORM ROOM SAME Tl ME

DANTE
Next week. |’ve only got one film
cl ass, gotta get the pre-req s out
of the way. But, whatever. You said
it’'s soundcl oud. con?

| NT. APARTMENT - SAME TI ME

TERRANCE
Yeah dude! They put it on there
i ke an hour ago!

Dante clicks on sonmething on his [aptop. Miusic starts
pl ayi ng. Dante on screen

DANTE
Holy Shit! It’s you!

TERRANCE
| know man!

DANTE
Can | download it!?
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TERRANCE
| think so! But we’'ll put nore on
their once it’s done m xi ng!
| NT. DORM ROOM SAME TI MVE
DANTE
That's fucking awesone man, keep ne
post ed.

Ashl ey runs and tackl es Dante.

| NT. APARTMENT - SAME TI ME
TERRANCE
Oh, great. Can’t you guys wait a
little!

Ashl ey and Dante conpose thensel ves.

| NT. DORM ROOMt SAME Tl ME

ASHLEY
Sorry, hi Terry!

TERRANCE
Hey Ashl ey.

DANTE

Al right buddy, I’mgonna | et you
go, we’'re gonna have sex.

Ashl ey sl aps his chest.

DANTE
OM What?! It’s just Terry. |1
talk to you | ater!

| NT. APARTMENT - SAME TI ME

TERRANCE
Yeah | got practice. So, have fun.
Renmenber she can’t get pregnant
wi th anal .

Dante makes a face that says "that’s true". Ashley closes
Dante’s | aptop. Terrance gets up and | eaves his apartnent.
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I NT. PRACTI CE SPACE - SAME Tl ME

Levi, Young and Pat are all set up with their gear. Levi
sm | es when he wal ks in.

LEVI
How i s he! ?

TERRANCE
Good! He’'s good. W ready?

YOUNG
Fuck yeah!

Terrance grabs his guitar.

TERRANCE
Let’'s do thisl!

FADE QOUT.



