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FADE | N.
EXT. W CKER PARK - DUSK

Two Latino KIDS play an intense gane of basketball as a
[ight snow falls.

HENRI QUE' s(13) long sleeves flap in the wind as he fancily
dri bbl es around the court.

He playfully nocks his friend, D EGJ(13), who wears a
headband over his w nter cap.

Henrique | eans in, steps back, and shoots -
SW SH
D ego undercuts him Henrique crashes to the ground.

HENRI QUE
Quit foulin'!

Henrique dusts hinsel f off.

DI EGO
| don't hear no whistl e!

HENRI QUE
You know what happens to
cheaters. .
Di ego angrily picks up the ball.
Dl EGO
What ever. |'m not of no ghost.
Cucays don't exist!

HENRI QUE
Gane point! Side out!

Henri que backs down Di ego, slowy pushing himoff the bl ock.

Henri que shakes his shoulders |left and spins right,
gri nni ng.

He fades away. W de open.

He watches the ball float towards the hoop.
SW SH

He raises his arns in celebration and dances.

HENRI QUE
| won! |I'mthe best! You got owned!

He hears nothing in response but the brisk w nd.

He | ooks around confused. H's eyes widen as he realizes why
he was w de open.



HENRI QUE
You can't just up and quit! Cone
on! Best 2 outta 3!
Di ego i s gone.
The ball slowy bounces into the grass.

HENRI QUE
No good perro.

As Henrique wal ks over to the ball, he | ooks around for his
friend.

As he rises up, ball in hand, he notices an OLD MAN(60s)
strolling down the sidewal k.

HENRI QUE
Hey you

The A d Man ignores him whistling away.
Henrique turns back to the court.
H s face contorts in FEAR

He sees Diego's shoes hanging fromthe hoop, painted in
bl ood.

He turns back to the A d Man, who snmiles and wi nks at him

HENRI QUE
Were's D ego?

The A d Man gl ances up behi nd hi mand chuckl es.

Henrique, in a fluster, turns around and | ooks at the other
basket .

HENRI QUE
What have you done?!

He sees Diego's nutil ated body hangi ng.
The O d Man guffaws as he wal ks away.

Drip

Drip

Drip

The bl ood slowy dribbles on the court.
Henrique |l ets out a high pitched SCREAM

FADE TO



EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
The snow falls briskly.

STUDENTS, bundl ed up in heavy coats, nmake their way into the
school .

SUPER: Pi | sen, Chicago
The sign in front reads: José Fernandez Hi gh School

Of the bus strolls LUCI A(18), who wears a BRI GHT RED JACKET
and mat ching BOOTS into the school.

Her long brown hair spills out fromher CHRI STMAS HAT. She
wears a Pilsen Neighbors Community Council button. The ROSE
| ogo of the Denocratic Socialists of America garnishes her
overfl ow ng backpack. People say she is earnest if a bit
pugnaci ous.

She wal ks into the --
| NT. SCHOOL - LATER

A line of students slowy nake their way through the netal
detector. CABLE(40s), a security guard, eyes them
suspi ci ousl y.

Lucia joins them

She sniles at the Cable as she sets her CELL PHONE, a brand
new i Phone 3G into the bow he is hol ding.

CABLE
Lucial How are you saving the world
t oday?

She wal ks through the detector. It nmakes a snmall BEEP. The
Guard | ooks up at detector and waves her through.

LUC A
Oh, you know, Cable, the usual.

She takes a CANDY CANE out of her bag and gives it to Cable.
LUCI A
Merry Christmas! Thanks for keeping
us safe!
He smles and hands her the bow .

CABLE
Ain't no problem nma'am

She picks up her phone. A NOTIFI CATI ON pops up. A weat her
alert. She glances at it and puts the phone into her pocket.

She make her way past the security checkpoint to the down
t he hal Il way through the school.
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She stops and smiles as she watches the students goi ng about
their day. Christmas decorations adorn the walls.

LUCI A
Merry Christmas everyone!

She runs up to a coupl e STUDENTS standing by their |ockers
and hands themtwo small G FTS out of her backpack.

LUCI A
Merry Christmas! | hope it's
special for you two!
They | ook at her confused and tear open the gifts.
She hands a G FT to a A RL(16) wal ki ng past her.
LUCI A
Merry Christmas! If you need help
wi th your homework, call ne!
The girl smles and nods as she wal ks by.

She hands G FTS to a group of GOTH KI DS(16) .

LUCI A
Don't think | forgot about you
guys!
She beans at them
LUCI A

Ch ny god! You guys are hella cute!
Maybe for New Year's we can have a
sl eepover makeover?

They tear up the paper. The wintry packaging colors the tile
fl ooring.

Luci a reaches into her backpack when MARI A(17) approaches.
Despite the gl asses, no one would m stake her for a nerd. An
air of cynicismfollows her. She wears her gang colors: a
white dress shirt, khakis, and a bl ack bandana wth a gold
crown | ogo.

Luci a's expression drops.

LUCI A
H Maria.

MARI A
H Lucia. This. This is for you.

Maria hands her an el egantly w apped PACKAGE and wal ks away.

Lucia glances at the attached NOTE. It reads: To Lucia, from
Your Secret Santa.

Her expression brightens.



LUCI A
Hey, wait!

Maria turns around and shrugs and continues on her way.
Lucia tears it open, the wapping paper falling by her feet.
The janitor, who we previously nmet as the OLD MAN, naned
PETE(60s), wearing a cardigan nuch |ike M. Rogers, glares
at her.

He clears his throat.

Lucia gl ances up at him H's sagging skin hangs fromhis
cheekbones. If he wasn't enployed by the school, he could be
m st aken for a vagrant.

LUCI A
um .. Sorry!

Wth her free hand, she picks up the wapping paper and
drops into a garage can.

Pete smles and wi nks at her.
Lucia |l ooks at him H's aura is unsettling.

LUCI A
Ckay...l'mgoing to go now. ..

HALLWAY
She approaches her | ocker.

She | ooks down at the box. The fancy gold lettering suggests
t he cost.

She opens the box to reveal -
A CROSS NECKLACE.

As she puts it around her neck, her thunb covers round ruby
cent er pi ece.

She opens her | ocker and checks herself with the mrror
i nsi de.

She gl ances up and her face contorts in confusion.

She notices Pete staring at her am dst the crowd of
st udent s.

She turns around and opens her nmouth to say sonething when -

JESUS
VWhat's crackin'?

Her brother, Jesus (14), junps into view Assured and
am cabl e, he wears his baseball cap backwards. A JO NT



sticks out behind his pierced ear.

JESUS
D dya hear what happened to that
freshman?

LUCI A

No. What happened?
Luci a, broken from her trance, | ooks back where Pete stood.
He' s gone.

JESUS
Watcha! It's getting crazy out
there. Sonme freshman killed this
kid over sone gane! There was cops
all over the park last night!

LUCI A
That's awful. Did you know t he ki d?

Luci a's phone BUZZES.

JESUS
Not really. Yo? What's that?

She takes her i PHONE out her pocket and funbles around with
it.
LUCI A

My new phone! Hey! | was saving up
nmy entire life for this!

| npressed, Jesus noves in for a closer |ook.

JESUS
Www That's fucking awesone! G ve
it to ne!

Lucia pulls the phone away from him

LUCI A
No! | honestly have no idea how
this thing works.

Jesus snatches the phone fromher and plays with it.

JESUS
Yo, this is so cool! So it doesn't
flip? That's crazy!

The phone's lights FLASH as the ALARMS continues to Sl REN

JESUS
Wiy is it making so nmuch noi se?
VWat's with all these alerts? You
know, you could just use ny pager--



LUCI A
Gve that tone! | likeit. It's
cute.

Luci a snatches it back.

She pounds on it until it goes quiet. She puts the phone
back in her pocket.
LUCI A
Anyways. . .
JESUS

Where'd you get that?!

JesUs | ooks down and sees Lucia's neckl ace.

LUCI A

Secret Sant a.
JESUS

You still doing that, eh?
LUCI A

Yeah, | thought, it's last year of
hi gh school. Wy the hell not?

JESUS
Yo, | know why you really did it--
LUCI A
Shut up!
The bell RINGS.
LUCI A

Come on. We're gonna be | ate.

Lucia throws her jacket in her |ocker and packs books into
her backpack.

JESUS
| got a better idea. Join ne for a
snoke?
Luci a pauses and | ooks at him
JESUS
It's the | ast day before vacati on!
What's the worse that could happen?
BATHROOM
We see the sign by the bathroomdoor. It reads: Wnen.
Lucia wal tzes in.

Jesls hesitates, and then follows her in.
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Two G RLS(16) talk by the sinks. They stop as Jesus enters,
| ooking at himin disgust.

LUCI A
Ladi es, please. W need the room

The girls | eave in annoyance.
Lucia sits on the sink and | ooks at her nails.
Jesus takes a long pull fromthe joint and grinaces.
Luci a wat ches him
LUCI A

Sonmething's wong. Tell nme what's

wong. It's okay, Jesus.
Jesus hands her a crunpled up paper.

She opens it up and reads it.

LUCI A
You failed anot her Spanish test?

JESUS
You don't understand! It's that
stupid gringo who doesn't

under st and Spani sh! | knew I'd
never be no Einstein but I'mtrying
ny best!

Lucia takes the joint fromhimand takes a drag. She coughs
on the exhal e.

JESUS
| don't know. | don't know. Eh,
maybe, it's for the best. Wio even
speaks Spani sh anynore?

She turns back to him

LUCI A
Don't worry about it. You can stay
wi th nme next year.

JESUS
Aren't you gonna be hal fway across
the state at that snooty schoo
with all those white people?!

LUCI A
Well, yes. But we'll be together!
It's a nice nei ghborhood and- -

JESUS
| got my life here! | can't just
pack up and | eave. You just don't
get it.
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The angry wi nd beats against the wi ndows. The snow falls
onto the tiled floor. The sky darkens.

JESUS
G ve ne that.

He takes the joint and angrily pulls a drag.
JESUS
You' re book smart but not street
smart. Al these crusades are going
to get you in trouble one day.
Luci a phone BUZZES.

She takes it out and fiddles with it.

LUCI A
Ugh, this stupid thing won't shut
up! | gotta run. | know we aren't

in the best situation right now,
but we can talk later. It's going
to be okay.

She picks up her backpack and runs towards the door.
A LOUD KNOCK AT THE DOOR stops Lucia in her tracks.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS(50s) barges into the bathroom the two
girls trailing him

The white of his hair matches his pressed dress shirt. He
rul es the school with ever-changi ng draconian rul es. Though,
in today's parlance, he would be the |iving enbodi nent of

t he "OK BOOVER' nene.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
What are you two doing in here?

JESUS
Shit.

Jesus stonps the joint out.
Principal Hastings sniffs the air.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
| s that mary-jo-wana! ?

He confronts Jesus and Luci a.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
That's DETENTI ON for you!

The two girls nmake faces at Lucia and Jesus from behi nd
Princi pal Hastings.
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BACK ROOM
A CAFETERI A WORKER(| ate 30s) turns on the |ights.
The roomis a nmess, wth supplies and food everywhere.
She wal ks towards a table wth stacks of papers.

She rushes towards the cabinet, forcefully opening the
drawers and throw ng out the contents.

CAFETERI A WORKER
VWhere is it?

BUMP
She | ooks up in panic.

CAFETERI A WORKER
Hel | 0?

She npves towards the noise in a darkened corner of the
room

She gl ances around a bit, satisfied there is nothing there.
She goes back towards the cabinet and restarts her search
GCRRRONL

The Cafeteria Worker throws down the itens in their hands
and exhal es.

CAFETERI A WORKER
They don't pay ne enough for this
shit.

She grabs a bag of hanburger buns, giving one |ast | ook
before turning out the lights and headi ng towards -

Kl TCHEN

The Cafeteria Wrker shakes her head as she makes her way
t hrough the busy kitchen.

COOKS watch over the skillets relentlessly. Sloppy Joes are
cooked mass scal e.

She sl ans the buns on a table.

CAFETERI A WORKER
| f you send nme back there again,
' mgoing to the union.

A few of the Cooks turn back at the Cafeteria Wirker and
| augh.

A lonely COOK(40s) slices a slab of hamon a MEAT SLI CER at
the end of the table.
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The Cafeteria Wrker picks up a slice and nmunches on it.
CAFETERI A WORKER
We don't need this today. It tastes
good, though.
The Cook sighs and heads over to stoves.

A LUNCH LADY(60s) takes the bag of hanburger buns and | ays
themout in a plate. She takes the plate back towards -

CAFETERI A
The Lunch Lady enpties the buns an enpty tray.

LUNCH LADY
NEXT!

The Iine of agitated STUDENTS cheer.

The first student in |ine approaches her and points at the
buns.

The Lunch Lady checks her gl oves and takes a big scoop of
t he Sl oppy Joe neat.

It makes a loud PLOP as it lands. The splatter hitting the
food guard.

The student does not | ook inpressed.

As the canera noves back fromthe |unch counter, we see
Lucia get in the back of the line, fiddling with her phone.

Jesus trails close behind her, loudly greeting his friends
al ong the way.

Maria | eaves the lunch line. Al ongside her is her best
friend CARLOS(17) a manly man wearing a Varsity jacket over
his gang colors: a white dress shirt and khaki pants.

CARLCS
Hey, let's sit over there.

He points to an open table.
Maria trails behind himlooking at the bulletin board.

MARI A
Save nme a seat! 1'll catch up

CARLCS
Suit yoursel f!

Carl os conti nues towards the table.
She | ooks at a brightly colored FLYER and sm | es.

She snatches it and crunples it in her pocket.
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Maria jogs back towards Carl os.

Carl os takes a huge bite of the sloppy joe, getting the
juicy bits all over his face.

MARI A
Hey! Where you at -

He gl ances back at her.

MARI A
Yo, watch out!

A CHOLQ( 16), otherw se known as a gangbanger, Latino with
| ong hair and green eye contacts stares him down.

Carl os flinches out of the way.
The Chol o smrks and snaps his fingers

H s 3 person CREWenerges from behind himand rans into
Jesus causing the tray to CRASH on the ground.

The Cholo's crew dress just like him- green and white
junpsuits and flashy, but fake, jewelery.

The food goes FLYING all over Carlos and Maria.
The Chol o | aughs.

Carlos, wth napkin in hand, w pes his face and throws it on
t he ground.

He glares at the Chol o.
Carl os scoffs.
CARLGCS
Look at this fuckin' cholo. Wat
the fuck, man? You | ost?

MARI A
VWhat the fuck, vatol

The Cholo glares at him H's pack circling the two, |ike
predat or and prey.

Carlos rolls up his sleeves.

Maria backs up into him ready for war.
The Chol o reaches for his wai stband.
Carl os' eyes go w de.

CARLGCS
We honor the code around here.
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The Cholo smrks and snaps his fingers and his crew stop. A
coupl e students sitting at a table nearby glance up from
their neals.

CHOLO
| hear you run the baddest gang in
Pilsen. |I'm about to nmake a nane

for nmyself on your grave!
Carl os and Maria | ook at each other in concern.

CARLCS
Excuse ne?!

The Cholo smles. He snaps his fingers again.

CHCOLO
Yo, drop the beat!

One of the Chol o's crew beat boxes. The Cholo tries to catch
t he beat.

CHCOLO
Yo, yo, yo nane is Carlos but your
false idol, I know what |'m doing,

' mtaking your title!

Carl os | ooks at the Cholo confused. A few students | eave the
lunch line and gather around the scene.

CHOLO
I"'mthe king of beats, no one can
stop ne! Not even a wannabe
football player who still cries for

nony!
Carl os shakes hi s head.

MARI A
You gonna let himtrash you |ike
t hat ?!

The Chol o noves in, sensing a kill shot.

CHCOLO
Pick up yo pants, yo girl the man
of the house. | ain't scared of
your 3 blind mce! Wien you see ne
wal king away with nmy arns raised,
you'll think to yourself dam, how
come | can't get |aid?

The Chol o's crew hoots, hollers, and give each other high
fives.

Carl os paces in anger.

He suddenly stops and glares at the Chol o.
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CARLCS
Hey yo, drop it, M

Maria beat boxes in her hands, struggling at first.
Carl os steadies hinmself as Maria finds a groove.

CARLOS
Wio are you? Trying to nmake a name
off me? You see, that ain't easy.
Get off ny lawn, fucking sue you
for libel. I'"mabout to drop bonbs,
this ain't Anerican |dol

A student in the crowd gasps.
Carl os sinmmers, gaining nonmentum
The crowd swells as the rhynmes growin intensity.
CARLOS
You' re not hing but a supporting
character in ny lead story. Sorry,

| et me back up. You know what,
that's too fast for you. Lemme sl ow

down so you can understand. |'mthe
man. |'mthe one. |'mthe
undeni able. I'"'mthe frontrunner,

you are unvi abl e.

Lucia exits the lunch line, tray in hand. She spots the
| ar ge gat hering and heads over.

The Cholo stares at Carlos in shock. Hi s crew in shanbl es.

CARLOS
| look at you | see nothing. Hey,
Maria grab nmy lunch, ny stomach's
grunmbling! Mmm PBJ, that's what
my nom nakes. | took you down, it
only took one take. Lights, canera,
action, the director says. You
don't stand for nothing, Sinon
Says. Fuck your principles, I'"'mthe
princi pal !

Lucia's eyes go wide as she takes in the scene.
She makes eye contact with Carlos, who w nks at her.
She bl ushes and wal ks away.

JESUS
Hey, wait up, sis!

Jesus runs after her.

Carlos smles then expl odes back into his verse.
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CARLCS
Fuck your principles, I'mthe
princi pal !

MARI A

Fuck your principles, WE RE the
princi pal s!

The students join with Maria and Carlos in unison
CARLOS
Fuck your principles, I'mthe
princi pal !
The Chol o | ooks at himin anger and shane.
He opens in his nmouth to respond but it just hangs.
The Chol o and his crew wal k away, heads down.
Carl os snmiles and high fives Maria.

He turns around to greet the cheering students when -

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
That's DETENTION for you, Mster

Maria | aughs

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
And you too!

CLASSROOM
SUPER - Later that day...

Principal Hastings sits at the desk with his feet up,
readi ng a newspaper

Maria and Carlos sit next to each other. They quietly
practice a rap.

Maria chuckles as Carl os nmesses up a verse.

The snow piles up by the window as the stormrages on
out si de.

A light KNOCK at the door. It slowy opens -

Jesus barges in, a wide smle on his face. Lucia trudges in
behi nd him

Luci a gl ances up and spots Carlos. Their eyes make contact.
She bl ushes.

Carl os nods in acknow edgenent.
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Jesls sits in a desk in the front row He glances out the
wi ndow as the |ast bus |eaves.

Lucia sits near to Carl os.
The Principal Hastings | ooks up.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Nice of you two to finally join us.

He stands up and wites on the chal kboar d:
DETENTI ON
PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
The first thing you need to know
is: Do your homework. | don't want
to hear you or see you..
Maria rai ses her hand.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS

What ?

MARI A
Can | call ny non? | need a ride
and. ..

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
No! You have to wait until after
det enti on.
Maria rai ses her hand.

MARI A
But | need to go and...

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
No! No! No! For the last tine...

Maria rai ses her hand.
The Principal Hastings rolls his eyes.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Yes...?

Maria | ooks around, confused.

MARI A
| forgot.

The Principal Hastings grits his teeth.

Luci a rai ses her hand.
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LUCI A
Real | y? W can't even talk to our
parents? Is this sonme sort of
prison?

The Principal Hastings sighs.
PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS

No! This is detention! Stop

tal king! That's not a question.

That's an order.
After a beat, Lucia raises her hand.
The Principal Hastings glances over to her.
Luci a opens her nmouth to say sonething when her phone BEEPS.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
VWhat is that?

Lucia funbles in her pocket, mashing her phone.
The phone BEEPS get LOUDER
PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
That's it! Gve nme whatever is
maki ng t hat noi se!

Luci a takes out her iPhone. The notifications fill her
Screen.

She | ooks down and taps the screen to read one:

W NTER WEATHER ADVI SORY. EMERCENCY. SNOWFALL EXPECTED TO
BREAK RECORDS. PLEASE REMAI N | NDOORS

The Principal Hastings snatches the phone from her.

LUCI A
Hey! That's expensi ve!

The Principal Hastings fiddles with the phone that continues
to make NO SES.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
kay, everyone else, give nme your
phones, pagers, PDAs, ganeboys,
anyt hing that can nmake noi se.

After groans and shrugs, the students |line up one by one at
the front of the Principal Hastings's desk.

Carl os drops his flip phone.
Jesus drops his pager.

Maria glares at the Principal Hastings, and drops her
Ganeboy.
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Back at the desk, Principal Hastings gathers the el ectronic
devi ces and puts themin basket.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Now, |'mgoing to go put these
away. Don't you dare nake a sound
when | am gone. | can see you. |
can hear you. | wll know.

And with that, the Principal Hastings stonps out of the
room basket in hand, with a flourish.

The students stare at each other for a beat.

JESUS
| don't know about ya'll, but I'm
bouncin' .

Jesus bounds towards the door, when Lucia grabs his arm

LUCI A
What ? Where are you goi ng?

JESUS
Fuck if | know Anywhere but here.

LUCI A
But you can't just |eave! You'l
just get suspended. It's just a
coupl e of hours.

Carl os raises his eyebrow
MARI A

You know this doesn't count for
extra credit?

LUCI A
Thanks. | know. |'m just saying,
it'"ll be better if we just behave,
W' ||l be outta here in no tine.
JESUS
Since when did you care about being
good?
MARI A

She doesn't. She only likes to
behave when it fits her agenda. She
nmust get that from her parents.

Lucia | ooks like she's been punched in the stonmach.

LUCI A
Don't you...Take that...

JESUS
Lay off her.
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Carl os wanders near the argunent.

CARLOS
Wait...that's your brother?

Jesus and Lucia glare at him

Maria strolls over to Jesus.

MARI A
| tried to tell you! Little Mss
Goodi e Two Shoes is totally a
Vi rgin.

CARLOS
A virgin?

LUCI A
How. .. What? |1'Il have you know, |
get around. | study AND party. So
t here.

CARLOS
Well, this weekend I'mthrowi ng a
huge bl owout banger if you're
interested.. ..

LUCI A

Sure...Can | bring ny brother?
CARLOS
O course! Little dude is always
wel cone! Just not allowed to drink.
Jesus shrugs.

JESUS
Vel l, whatever dude.

He sits back down at his desk and scribbles angrily in his
not ebook.

Luci a bl ushes and | ooks up at Carl os.
Carlos sniles and | ooks at the neckl ace.

Lucia self consciously touches it.

LUCI A

Yeah, |I'I|l take care of him |
al ways do!

~ CARLCS

(giggling) _

Ay, chica, all this time | thought
you two were dating. | nmean | see
you two everywhere together. | was

just telling Maria, |ike, when's
t he weddi ng?



LUCI A
W're just famly! Very close. W
had to be. We brought each other up
by the bootstraps. W're
practically sol diers out here.

JESUS
True story. | love her but not Ilike
that. W& only hang out so nuch
because she helps ne with stuff.
Li ke, math and shit.

Carlos smles.
CARLOS
Nice! | got ny crew. They're good
peeps. Right, Maria?
She rolls her eyes.

MARI A
Sure. \Watever you say.

Lucia smles and plays with her hair.

LUCI A
Anyways, you were really inpressive
at lunch. ..

CARLOS

Eh, it was nothing. Maybe | can
show you how it's done sonetinme?

The Principal Hastings marches back into the classroom
chest puffed out.

Lucia and Carlos pretend to do their homeworKk.
Maria chuckl es.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
I n your seats! Now

Lucia and Carlos run into their seats.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
So, since you people seemunable to
behave rationally, 1'mgoing to
have to set nore rules for the rest
of your tine here.

Jesuds, in his own world, continues to scribble on and
crunpl e up paper

MARI A
That's not fairl
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PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
| don't care about fairness. This
i s about keeping order in this
school .

Jesus tears a page fromhis notebook and folds it angrily.
He holds up his creation - a PAPER Al RPLANE.

JESUS
(rmunbl es under his
br eat h)
Dunb gringos...don't know
anyt hi ng. ..

The Principal Hastings turns his back to the students,
witing on the board:

THE RULES

MARI A
Dude, it's not that serious.

Jesus ains it at the Principal Hastings and tosses it.
Lucia realizes whats going on and stands up -

LUCI A
Wat ch out!

The plane flies ever so slowy as Lucia reaches out to grab
it.

She stretches out her arm- diving for it - Until..
CRASH
She facepl ants HARD
The plane softly taps the Principal Hastings's shoul der.
The Principal Hastings turns around and pi cks up the paper.
It reads - STUPI D GRI N&O
He | ooks down at Luci a.
PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
What the..? Are you responsible for
t hi s?!

JESUS
Ay, boss, she didn't do anything.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Did | say you could speak?

Lucia sits up, her nose bl eeding. She glances back at Jesdus.
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LUCI A
l...1...1t was ne. | apol ogi ze.
Pl ease don't put this on ny
per manent record!

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Okay. I'lIl see you first thing
tonmorrow norning. | amvery
di sappointed in this change of your
behavior, ma'am | hope you think
| ong and hard about the path you
are goi ng down.

LUCI A
I"msorry. | really am

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Now, go get yourself cleaned up
You' ve got 5 m nutes.

Lucia stunbl es out of the room clutching her nose tightly.

MARI A
(nmocki ng)

Aw, she's so sawwy!

JESUS
Shut up!

CARLCS
Chill out man!

Jesus stands up.
JESUS

| didit.
PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
That is inappropriate, Jesus! You
can join your sister for tonorrow
norni ng' s detention.
HALLWAY
Luci a stunbles on the carpeted fl oor.

She raises her head up and squeezes her nose as she tries
to stemthe bl eeding.

She | ooks around, her mind a rush.
A STUDENT wal ks by in a blur.

Lucia turns her head towards the wi ndow as she tries to hide
her wounded nose.

The wind rattles the franme. The snow reaches the top of the
sill.
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She sniffs to stop bl ood.

She hears a soft JINGE, nuch like one that comes with a
rei ndeer | eading a sleigh.

LUCI A
Hel | 0? |I's anyone there?

The JINGLE continues further down the hall.
Lucia follows it.
As the JINGLE gets closer to her, she runs.

She pauses at a pillar and | eans against to catch her
br eat h.

She puts her hand on her head and takes a deep breath.

Lucia coll apses to the floor, as we close up to Lucia's
cl osed eyes.

MATCH CUT TGO
BATHROOM

We close up to Lucia's wide open eyes as she | ooks at
herself in the dingy bathroommrror.

She stuffs a tissue in her nostril.

There are ripped stickers on the mrror and cursive witing
in marker.

The stalls enpty, sonme w thout doors.
The floor, tiled and grungy.
She washes her face and | ooks at herself in the mrror.
She hears a | ow guttural GROW.
LUCI A
Un .. Hell o? Okay guys, |'m not
falling for it anynmore. Not funny.

She backs away fromthe mrror

LUCI A
| swear |'mgonna kill you, Jesdus.

She heads towards a stall and slowy opens the door -
Not hi ng.
GRONL

She hesitates at the sound.
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LUCI A
Jesus, | know it's you. You can
come out now. | get it.
She grabs the handle of the stall.
And pulls it open and -
She sees 2 BRI GHT ORANGE EYES that glow in the dark stall.
| T GROMAS.
Lucia screans and runs out -
HALLWAY

Lucia stunbles into the hallway.

She heads back towards the classroom when she hears her nane
being called. H's VOCE belies his age, sleek and | eathery.

Fl GURE
Luci al

She peers into the down the hallway.

LUCI A
VWho's there? Leave ne al one!

She squints at the figures at the end of the hall way.

LUCI A
Hel | 0? Who are you?

Her eyes go wide as the FIGURE cones into focus: A sickly
A d Man holds a dogli ke CREATURE by a | eash, which JI NGLES.
W' ve seen him before..

The O d Man STRAINS as the vile creature tries to escape his
gr asp.

The O d Man smles, his teeth brown and rotting. The sane
nasty smle of the janitor...

PETE
Hel | o Luci a.

Luci a nout h drops agape.

LUCI A
You. .. You. .. Creep!

The dogli ke creature BARKS -
Luci a gasps.
THAT | S NO DOG

Pete smles and drops the | eash.
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PETE
Qops.

The creature barrels towards her, frothing at the nouth,
bar ki ng each step of the way.

Luci a screans.
She turns and runs, never | ooking back.
CLASSROOM
The Principal Hastings tries to control the rowdy room
PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
kay, | adies and gentl enen. New
Rul e: ENGLI SH ONLY

The Principal Hastings wites the phrase on the board with
excl amation points for enphasis.

MARI A
Daf uqg?!
JESUS
| knewit! | knewit! The entire

gabacha adm nistration is out to
get us! They are always watchi ng

us... Like that janitor.
CARLOS
That's one crazy conspiracy theory,
man. | think that weed is going to
your head. | don't even know any
Spani sh. What's the big deal ?
MARI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitles)
Idiot! Trying to force your culture
on nme! |I'mnot having any of that.
| exist!
JESUS

| don't know what she said, but |
agree! Carlos, don't you have any
pride?

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Excuse ne, JeslUs. | amonly doing
this for your own good. | care for
you. | care about all of you, but
we nust find better ways to
conmuni cat e.
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MARI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitles)
You don't care about us. Just say
it!

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Stop that gibberish at once!

CLASSROOM
Lucia runs in the classroom and sl ans the door.
Luci a | ooks out the classroom w ndow for a beat.

LUCI A
SOMVEONE HELP! HELP ME!

Everyone in the classroom | ooks at her.

LUCI A
Sonmeone call 911! There's sone
creepy old guy and sone crazy
| ooki ng dog. ..

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Have you been snoking again. |'m
gonna have to susp--

LUCI A
| m bei ng honest! | swear. It's the
janitor! He was acting all weird
t hi s norni ng!

Jesus runs up to Lucia and conforts her.

JESUS
Are you okay?

Jesls | eads Lucia to her seat.

MARI A
Lucia, if there is a creep out
there, 1'll fuck himup for you.
CARLOS
Nah, 1"l fuck that guy with one
armtied behind ny back. Bring it
on!

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Okay fol ks, settle down. Do your
homework while | handle this affair
wi th Lucia. Please catch her up on
the new rules while | am gone.

Maria groans.
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MARI A
Al ways gotta be the buzzkill.

The Principal Hastings | eaves the classroom flustered.

LUCI A
VWhat's with the new rul es?

JESUS
What happened out there?

LUCI A
' mnot sure what | saw was human.
W have to | eave as soon as
possi bl e.

CARLOS
You know, ny ride definitely would
have been able to conquer this
weakass snow.

Carl os gl ances out the wi ndow, at the snow. Hi s expression
dr ops.

CARLOS
It's just...my nomis driving it
t oday.

JESUS
Never had you pegged as a nonma's
boy!

MARI A
Guys! Can we focus on the energency
her e!

CARLOS

Yeah, and ny nomis amazi ng anyway.
Ya'll don't know

LUCI A
Al 1 can tell youis it ain't
right. What | saw was not right.

The Principal Hastings returns.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
| can confidently report that there
is no one out there. The | ast bus
left a while ago. It's just ne,
you, and a few teachers finishing
up their day.

LUCI A
I"mnot lying. There is sonething
there. Did you |ook for the
janitor?
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PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Luci a, you have done nothi ng but
di srupt this |earning environnent.
| "' m gonna have to suspend you
pendi ng a parent-teacher
conf er ence.

The | ast phrase hits her hard.

LUCI A
That's not fairl

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Ma'am of course the janitor is

here. | just saw hi m nopping the
floor. Just settle down. I'Il call
your parents and discuss this

| ater.

Luci a eyes go wi de. Her voice gets caught in her throat.

LUCI A
Uh..Il...please...

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
| know your situation. |I'll spare
you the enbarrassnent.

Lucia tears up, still stunbling on her sentences.
Jesus gets up and conforts Luci a.

CARLCS
Come on, give her a break, man.

JESUS
Ay, dude, look at us, look at this
pl ace. W& are giving this all we've
got .

LUCI A
It's okay. |I'mfine.

They return to their seats.

Princi pal Hastings glances out the wi ndow, shakes his head,
allows hinself a slight chortle.

The lights in the roomcut out.

The students murmur in the darkness.

The Principal Hastings tries to put on a nean nug.
PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS

Wi ch one of you did this? | want
the Iights on i medi at el y!



CARLCS
No! It wasn't nme.

LUCI A
Don't | ook at ne.

MARI A
Jesus, just stop it. No nore
pranks. It's just not funny
anynor e.

JESUS
"' m not doi ng anyt hi ng!

MARI A
|"mnot taking the fall for this.
Not like the last tine. Just stop
it.
JESUS
| swear |'m not doing anything!
The lights continue to flash on and off.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
" mnot kidding. If one of you are
doing this...l swear...

LUCI A
Maybe it's the snowstornf

JESUS
It's not nme! Stop | ooking at ne. |
know you are. Just stop it!

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Be qui et!

Just then --
The roomfalls into darkness.

JESUS
Oh, fuck. We're boned.

CARLOS
What the hell is going on?

LUCI A
Uh...sir...mybe now woul d be a
good tinme to--
MARI A
Has anyone just tried flipping the
switch?
Maria gets up and fiddles with the light switch

Not hi ng.

29.
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LUCI A
Wat are we supposed to do now?

Just then - The lights flicker back on.
MARI A

See? No reason to get all worked

up. Not everything needs a

revol ution.
Luci a scoffs.
Maria returns to her seat with an air of self satisfaction.
Princi pal Hastings sighs.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Alright. Now sit down and do your
homewor k.

Click. The lights cut out.

The roomfalls into darkness.

Luci a screans.

Princi pal Hastings goes to the door.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Damm it. | better not hear a peep
out of you while | get to the
bott om of this!

Principal Hastings slanms the door and locks it as he | eaves.
HALLVWAY

The Principal Hastings grunts down the hallway

He | ooks out and sees the snow piling up.

He sighs and continues on his way.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
(under his breath)
Dam kids. Every single tine. Can't
even behave duri ng-

He sees anot her TEACHER(40s), and tries to grab their
attention.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Hey!...oh hey, what are you up to?
Did you notice the sonething
strange happening in your
cl assroonf

The Teacher shrugs



TEACHER
No, but | think | saw the janitor
around the corner. Ask him

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
We really don't have a mai ntenance
guy? Whatever. Conme with ne. That
guy gives ne the creeps.

The Teacher shrugs.

TEACHER
Anything to get out grading papers.

They wal k toget her, passing dark and enpty cl assroons.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Not hing |i ke extra curricul ar
activities to keep em honest.
TEACHER
Yeah, tell ne about it. These kids
don't know how great they have it.
How many do you have today?
They approach the door of the JANITOR S OFFI CE
They share an awkward gl ance.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Ckay, I'Il doit.

Princi pal Hastings knocks politely on the door.
No answer .
Princi pal Hastings pounds on the door.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Excuse ne! W got a situation here.

No answer.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
| thought you said he was...

BARK

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
VWhat was t hat?

The BARK grows nearer.

TEACHER
s that a....

ROWF RONF ROWF
A grey FLASH speeds the corner.

31.
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The Principal Hastings and Teachers stare down the hall in
horror.

The dogli ke creature conmes tunbling towards them

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Is that a? A...CHUPACABRA! ?

The dogli ke creature, the CHUPACABRA, charges into focus.

It's snout froths with spittle. It's grey fur gleans. It's
big ears flap around it's I ong and narrow face.

Princi pal Hastings screans.
He runs.
The Teacher hesitates, frozen in fear.

The Chupacabra tackles him its nouth open w de exposing the
shar p cani nes.

The drool drops on the Teacher's face.
The Principal Hastings | ooks back in horror.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
NO

He hides behind a pillar, cowering in fright.
He wat ches the scene.

The Chupacabra takes a bite of the Teachers neck, bl ood
| eaki ng all over.

The Teacher gurgl es.

It swall ows and takes another bite.
The Teacher falls silent.
CLASSROOM

The energency lights fromthe exit sign faintly brigtens the
dar kened room

The students sit in a huddle.

JESUS
Yo, can we squash this beef?
Sonething ain't right. W may need
each other. It's better to stick
t oget her.

Jesus nakes his way towards the door.

JESUS
Can soneone help me with this?



MARI A
You seriously think you are going
to be able to open that?

Maria takes a hair pin out gives it to him

MARI A
Try this.
She snmles at him
MARI A
|"msorry, man. | was only teasing.
He bl ushes.
JESUS

It's okay, chica. W cool

Jesls fiddles with the | ock.

JESUS
You ever think of getting out of
her e?
MARI A
Qut of detention?
JESUS
No, out of this life. | nean there

is a bigwrld out there. And I'm
mssing out on it in this stupid
classroom Like | should be out

t here shooting hoops with ny

friends but everything is always so

serious. The school demands you do
this. Parents demand you do that.
But there is no one out there
saying, "what if we stopped
demandi ng and started |iving?"

Li ke, just take a step back, bro.

MARI A

(giggles)
When did you becone so deep?

Jesus | aughs
JESUS
Since today. There has to be nore
out there then Pilsen.
The hai rpi n breaks.

JESUS
Dam it. Got anot her pin?

Carl os nmakes his way towards the door.
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CARLCS
Hey, little bro, let nme handle
t his.

JESUS

Suit yourself.
Carl os approaches the door and takes a few steps back.
He gets down in a three point stance.

LUCI A
Don't hurt yourself!

CARLOS
You' re dealing with a pro here.
You' ve never seen ne in the gym |
can deadlift 800 pounds no sweat.
These pythons can handle a sinple
puny door.
Carl os hypes hinself up. H's face contorting in rage.

CARLCS
AAAAHHHHH

BANG
Carlos rans hinself into the door.
HALLWAY

Princi pal Hastings backs away fromthe scene, deliriously
traversi ng down the hall.

PRI NCl PAL HASTI NGS
Hel p! Someone! Help ne!

He bangs on an enpty cl assroom door.
He tries to turn the handle.

Locked.

He goes to anot her door.

Al so | ocked.

He | ooks around pani cked and pulls his phone out of his
pocket .

He | ooks at his phone: |ow signal.
He dials 911.

The famliar chine.
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OPERATOR
Your call can't be conpleted as
di al ed, please hang up and try
agai n.
He hears a BARK in the distance.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Dam it. This can't be happeni ng!

He sees the Chupacabra down the hall way.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Ch shit!

The Chupacabra slowy stal ks the Principal Hastings, |icking
it's bloodstained |ips.

The Principal Hastings turns and runs.

The Chupacabra strolls after him

As he runs, Principal Hastings tries to call again.
The chi ne.

OPERATOR
Your call can't--

The Principal Hastings hangs up in anger.

CRASH

He trips over his owm two feet.

Phone on the ground.

d asses broken.

The Chupacabra advances, picking up speed.

The Principal Hastings flails around for his bel ongi ngs.
He grabs his phone.

He reaches for his glasses - too far away.

He craw s towards them each novenent agoni zi ng.
The Chupacabra inches ever closer -

He grabs his glasses and puts themon - the ear hanging off
kilter.

He sits up and frantically dials his phone. The snell of the
Chupacabra engulfing his nostrils.

The creature bares its bl ood soaked fangs.



He stands up and backs away fromthe creature.

OPERATOR
Hello, this is 911. What seens--

He hears a soft whistle. The Chupacabra GROALS in
under standi ng and sits.

PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Can you hear me now? Uh. ..

The Principal Hastings turns around.
Hs face fills with fear as he drops the phone.
Pete smles back at him
PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
Peter? Pete? | thought we had a
deal ...l thought...
Pete giggles. H's KN FE drawn.
The Principal Hastings slowy backs up.
PRI NCI PAL HASTI NGS
What are you doing? We can talk
about this! I'll have you know. . .

Pete stalks his prey, his gait cool with an air of
femninity.

He pulls back the KNI FE and DRIVES it FORWARD.
CLASSROOM

Carl os RAMS hinself into the door-

WE HEAR A LOUD CRASH FROM THE HALLWAY

Carlos falls to the ground.

The students | ook at each other in confusion.

LUCI A
You okay?

Luci a | ooks down at himand sm | es.
LUCI A
D d you check how much the door
[ifts?
Carlos sits up and smles back at her

CARLOS
You' re so amazi ng.

Luci a hel ps hi m up.
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The overhead lights turn back on.

Carl os points towards the open door.

CARLOS
It actually worked?
MARI A
Good wor k, tough guy.
JESUS
Let's go! Cone on! Move!
MARI A
Wer e?
JESUS
Anywhere. This place is |ane.
LUCI A
We need a plan. There is sonething
out there..
She t hi nks.
LUCI A

Let's find ny phone. Get sone hel p.

JESUS
kay, whatever you say, Karen.

LUCI A
VWhat ? Who i s Karen?

MARI A
Grl, heis calling you an out of
touch white girl.

LUCI A
I"mvery nmuch in touch with today's
culture. | take much pride in
know ng the intersectionality of it

all.
Jesus and Carl os | augh.
Lucia rolls her eyes.

LUCI A

What ever guys. Well, not nuch is

gonna get acconplished standi ng

around here.
She peeks out from behind the door franme towards the -
HALLWAY

Bl ood spatter decorates the |ockers. Atrail of blood flows
fromthe giant blotch in the carpet.
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Lucia recoils at the sight.

LUCI A
Uh, you guys gotta see this.

The rest of the group cone out and cringe at the sight.

MARI A
Holy shit! |...do you think?
Maria tears up.
LUCI A
| don't know. | literally just saw

it.

Carl os kneels down and exam nes the bl ood. He slowy shakes
hi s head.

CARLOS
Sonet hing ain't right here, man.

LUCI A
That's what | said! Now do you
bel i eve ne!?

JESUS
Let's go back to the room |'msure
the Principal Hastings will be back
soon! Right?

LUCI A
" mnot so sure about that...
CARLCS
Yeah, let's just go.
MARI A
Yeah, | have to finish ny Christnmas
shoppi ng!
Luci a shrugs.
LUCI A

Alright. | know a guy who can hel p.
Jesus raises his eyebrow.
SECURI TY CHECKPO NT

Cabl e packs up his work area. He glances up at the group and
sm | es.

CABLE
Hey! What's up? Isn't it a bit late
to be hangi ng out here?

Lucia rushes up to him
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LUCI A
We need help. We...Il...
CABLE
Now, slow down. Just tell ne what
is going on. I'mhere. | can help.
JESUS
Peopl e are fucking dying!
CABLE
What ? | npossi ble! |'ve seen

everyone who cane through here.
can certify that there are no
weapons in the building.

LUCI A
W were in detention and then we
heard a scream and then we saw al |
this bl ood. ..

CARLGCS
The bl ood, man! The bl ood!

MARI A
There was a lot of it.

Cabl e pulls out his gun fromhis holster.
CABLE
Okay. Just direct me to wherever
the problemis--
The Iights cut out.
Dar kness.
CABLE
(to the group)
Stay calm Everyone! Stay where you
are!
He pulls out his flashlight and holds it al ongside his gun.
CABLE
(into the darkness)
Show yoursel f! Put your hands up!
Cabl e points his gun wildly about the air.
The lights turn back on.
The group slowy backs away from Cabl e.
Lucia, w de eyed, points.

LUCI A
Um .. Cabl e... TURN AROCUND!
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Pet e stands between the doors and Cabl e.
A big sickly smle stretches across his face.
SLASH.

Pet e hacks away at Cable. The bl ood spraying all over the
floor.

JESUS
VWhat the shit!

LUCI A
We have to go...now

Cabl e grappl es Pete.

CABLE
RUN!

The group sprints in the opposite direction. Cable's screans
rever berate behind them

HALLWAY
As they run, the group separates.

Jesus | ags behind, coughing.

JESUS
Ya'll run on ahead. Let ne catch ny
br eat h.
Luci a stops.
MARI A
You know, snoking will kill you.
LUC A

Conme on! W aren't |eaving w thout
you. Carlos, give hima hand.
Pl ease!

CARLCS
Okay. Cone here buddy.

Carl os wal ks over to Jesdus.
The lights flicker off.

JESUS
Not agai n.

LUCI A
Let's stick together.

She reaches out in the black. She feels sonething soft.

Carl os smles and holds her hand tightly.
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CARLCS
We're going to be okay.

Maria taps himon the shoul der.

MARI A
Yes, we are.

A beat .

LUCI A
Where's Jesus?

Jesus SCREAMS echo in the darkness.
The lights turn on.

Pete has a knife to Jesus's neck.
Luci a takes a cautious step forward.

LUCI A
No! Jesus! Let him go!

Pete hisses at her and pulls Jesus backwards.
Pet e nenaces the group with his knife.
PETE
Get. Qut! You | eeches don't BELONG
her e!
The Iights cut out.
The group nurmurs in the darkness.
The lights turn back on.
Pete i s gone.

Luci a breaks down and cri es.

LUCI A
NO My brother! My lifel My |ove!

Carl os attenpts to confort her. Maria tears up

Lucia sniffles and stands up. She wi pes the tears from her
eyes. Her face fills with determ nation.

| NT. HOUSE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
SUPER - Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico -- 1996
The inside is ransacked.

A FATHER(| ate 40s) Mexi can, sweaty but regal, tears through
his drawers. He tosses clothes onto a nearby bed.
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An open suitcase sits on the bed.
H s DAUGHTER(6), stringy hair and rambunctious, stands al one
in an adjacent room She |ooks through the bullet holes that
line the wall. She pokes her finger inside one, exploring.
The Fat her peers out the w ndow and gasps.

He sl ans his suitcase shut.

FATHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
They are com ng! We nust go to the

pol | er os!

The Fat her barges in and grabs her hand. He pulls her out of
t he room

The Daughter tenses up and wails.

The Father lets go.

He | ooks down at his daughter with care in his eyes.
He kneel s down.

FATHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
| wll get you a better life, away
fromall of this. It's not safe
here. You understand?

She nods.

FATHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
Your nother is waiting for us. She
hol ds a special gift. The only way
to protect it is to |leave this
pl ace.

He stands up and hol ds out his hand.
FATHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
Conme! We'|l do this together!
She grabs his hand and they run.
EXT. DESERT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

A dozen Mexi can vagabonds are gathered by an enpty dirt
road. Their tattered clothes tell the story of their
j our ney.
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They sweat in the overbearing sun. A few sheltered by the
ol d caps atop their head.

The Fat her and Daughter run up to join them
We hear tires grind in the distance.

One by one, the vagabonds | ook up.

In fear. In anger. In relief.

The Daughter runs up and hugs her MOTHER

The MOTHER(| ate 40s), her brown hair as straight as she is
persistent, holds a blanketed bul ge close to her chest.

The Father gives his wfe a tender kiss and caresses the
bul ge.

The Daughter | ooks on curiously.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Monmy, what's that?
She points at the bul ge.
MOTHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
That, child, is our gift from god.

The Father | ooks over the crowmd to see what is causing the
di st ur bance.

He | ooks back at his famly and notions to themto join him
The Daughter hesitates and takes a deep breath.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. CLASSROOM - LATER

In the faint light, Carlos paces back and forth. Maria
stands by the chal kboard as she tries to cal m hi m down.

Lucia sits at a desk, crying quietly.

CARLOS
This is bonkers! W gotta go but
did you see that thing?! | nean |I'm
not really scared. |I'm not scared

at all!

Maria gives hima | ook.



MARI A
| f that creep can get Carlos
worried, we've got a problem

Luci a | ooks up.

LUCI A
|"mnot leaving until | find ny
br ot her .

CARLCS

No way. No way. That's insane! W
don't have anything. My biceps are
only equi pped to protect ne!

MARI A
Stop freaking out.
Unfortunately...She's right. W
can't | eave himbehind. But we need
nore than just...us.

Lucia w pes away the tears from her eyes and stands up.

LUCI A
That creep can't hide for long. W
know this place. |'msure we can

find sonet hi ng.
Carl os stops pacing and stares at her.

CARLCS
You can't be serious! You saw that
guy! He nurdered Cabl e! The guy who
has protected us for years! The guy
went through police training! |
really don't like this.

MARI A
What ot her choice do we have?
don't know about you, but | think
she's got a point.

Lucia smles at her.

LUCI A
Thanks. | got an idea. Follow ne!
She runs out the door.
MARI A
Wait. We should check out the
office...
Mari a | eaves.
CARLGCS

You are really going back out
t here? You are going to get
yoursel f kill ed!

44,
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The roomis enpty. The silence |ingers.
Carl os | ooks around.

CARLOS
Fi ne.

He | eaves the cl assroom

CARLOS
(GS)
We better not split up. | saw GCet
Qut. | ain't going to no SUNKEN
PLACE, ese!
BACK ROOM
OVER BLACK.

We hear a tussle between Pete and Jesus.
A door opens.

We hear as Pete struggles with his free hand in the darkness
to find the light switch

Jesus's nuffled cries fill the enpty air.
FLI CK
The | one LI GHT BULB gl ows and BRI GHTENS t he room

We see old stacks of expired lunch neat fill the room but
not as nuch as their snell.

A rusty desk sits on the left. A tattered calender with
drawi ngs and scribbles on it hangs above it.

Next to the desk,on the ground, a dirty bow sits. It's
| abel ed: CHARLI E

On the desk is a recipe book, it's glossy finish stands out
in the small drab room

Wth one big throw, Pete tosses Jesus into a SECURI TY CAGE
sonet hing wusually set aside for keeping expensive

bel ongi ngs. It now houses a nylar blanket, a roughed up
teddy bear, fleas, ticks, and other critters.

Jesus stunmbles on the unforgiving concrete floor, his hands
breaking free fromthe rope.

He tears away the rag fromhis nmouth, drooling, angry.
JESUS
VWHO ARE YOU' ? GET ME THE FUCK QUTTA
HERE!

Jesus pants in the heavy hot air.
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Pete | ooks up at him

PETE
| like you. You are ny toy. BAIT. |
need the taste. | mss the drops of

virgin blood on ny tongue. And you
will bring it to ne!l Daddy said no
dessert before dinner!
Pete gives hima wink and a smrk and turns off the |ight.

The light in the roomslowy fades as Pete sw ngs the door
cl osed.

Jesus screans in the darkness.
HALLWAY
The snow batters agai nst the w ndows.

Lucia, Carlos, and Maria wal k down the dark hallway, bathed
in the bright red of the energency |ighting.

Luci a stops.

LUCI A
WATCHA! Look!

She runs towards the dirty stained carpet.

She kneel s down and runs her fingers on the dirty stained
car pet .

CARLOS
G oss!

He catches hinsel f.

CARLGOS
It's not that | don't |ike bl ood.
It's just doesn't match the carpet.
It ruins the Feng Shui .

MARI A
The what ?

CARLCS
The Feng Shui .

MARI A
You surprise ne everyday.

She lifts her finger up. A beet red splotch darkens the tip
of her finger.

She | ooks down the hallway and sees a faint trail |eading
around the corner.
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LUCI A
Well, if we just follow this. Maybe
we can find ny brother.

MARI A
O maybe we'll get killed!-

CARLOS
Don't worry about that. You gals
got ne to protect you.
Lucia and Maria | ook at Carl os.
He shrugs.
Lucia and her friends follow the trail down the hallway.
We hear the sound of a distant door cracking open.

Maria freezes.

MARI A
VWhat's that?

Luci a sl ows down and | ooks back her.

LUCI A
Huh?

Carl os stops and shrugs.

CARLOS
What's goi ng on?

They hear a NO SE, this tinme nuch closer than before.
They | ook around wildly, trying to find the source.

Another NO SE, the pitter patter of footsteps, seens to cone
fromright behind them

Carlos turns around, ready to fight.

Lucia junps next to himand gets in a fighting stance.
Maria | ooks over Carlos' shoul der.

Carl os and Lucia take a step forward.

Carl os tenses as he | ooks down.

A chattering RAT bounds towards them

Carlos lets out a heavy sigh of relief.

LUCI A
Real ly? | nmean...really?

The rat | ooks up at themas it nunches on some debris.
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Maria energes from behind Carlos and takes a cl oser | ook at
it.
She gl ances at Lucia and giggles.
MARI A
It's pretty disgusting that we have

rats wal ki ng around |ike they own
t he pl ace.

CARLGCS
They probably do. | nean, they get
treated better than we do!

The rat runs off, still chirping away.
LUCI A

Let's go. The sooner we can find ny

brot her, the sooner we can get out

of here.
KI TCHEN
Bright yellow steel cabinets Iine the wall.
The stone countertops pristine. Pots and pans neatly ordered
by size. Cutlery organized by type. The sink enpty and
spar Kkl i ng.

A 50s show tune plays on a nearby record player. Pete huns
al ong.

He wears a bright pink apron, as he glides around on the
bl ack and white ceramc floor with a fem nine finesse.

We hear soft muffled cries from behind the nearby door.
Pete opens the fridge and unfurls an gnarly piece of neat.
He plops it down on a cutting board.

He slices it down on the beat to the nusic with a huge
shear .

He twirls around and gets a neat hanmmer and slans it down on
t he beat. We hear the bones cracking as after each bang of
t he hanmmer.

He dances toward the spices and picks a couple up. He hol ds
both of them and sprinkles it all over the neat.

We hear the soft jingle of a dog collar.

Pete frowns and cuts a small piece of neat. He holds out the
pi ece and waves it.

In conmes a CHUPACABRA wearing a dog tag with CHARLIE on it.
The animal's exposed small incisors twnkle in the light as
it noves towards the neat. The green fish |ike scales ripple
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as it runs.

Pete teases Charlie with the neat and it junps up and down
wildly in excitenent. Pete dodges the small spikes on
Charlie's back as it tries to snatch the neat fromhis
hands.

Charlie barks and Pete drops the neat into it's nouth. He
pets the creature, as it rubs against his hand in
appreci ati on.

HALLVWAY
Lucia, Maria, and Carlos continue down the hallway.

MARI A
Were are we even goi ng?

LUCI A
Cal mdown. I'mtrying ny best here.
If we just follow this blood trai
maybe we can find ny brother or
Princi pal Hastings or sonething.

MARI A
Oh. My. God. This is your brilliant
i dea! ? You never listen! Wiy is
everyt hing al ways about you?

Luci a stops, the question punching her in the gut.

LUCI A
Excuse ne?

MARI A
| nmean, we were so close grow ng up
and now you never acknow edge ny
existence. It's like I"man alien.

LUCI A
Mar- We gotta...W don't have tine-

Maria confronts her.

MARI A
We never have tinme for anything!
You constantly tal k behind ny back.
You are up there in your little
bubbl e and treat the rest of us
i ke crap.

Carl os puts a hand on Maria's shoulder in an effort to calm
her.

CARLGCS
Ladi es, cone on...this isn't
hel pi ng. . .
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MARI A
Can you just shut up for once!
Maria fiddles around in her pockets.
MARI A
Dam it! This is so stupid! I'll
never forgive you for what you did!

CARLGCS
Mari a. Pl easel!

Maria sl aps Carl os.
He | ooks at her in confusion.
Maria turns around and wal ks the other way.

LUCI A
...\t

Luci a si ghs.
Carl os | ooks at her incredul ously.

CARLGCS
VWhat the fuck was that?

Luci a shrugs.

LUCI A
| really have no idea...

Carl os runs down the hall after Luci a.
HALLWAY

Maria face scrunches up in tears as she | eans against a
pillar.

She | ooks back at Carl os and Luci a.

Maria shakes her head. She pulls her bandana over her face,
attenpting to hide her feelings.

MARI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
| always knew | couldn't trust that

bi tch.
HALLVWAY
Carlos runs towards the pillar.
CARLOS
Maria, come on. Can't you girls

find another tinme to tal k about
your feelings?
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Maria rolls her eyes.

MARI A
You really do like her, don't you?

Car |l os bl ushes.

CARLCS
| just don't want to see you get
hurt.

MARI A

O course you do. So, don't give ne
any of this patronizing bullshit.

Carl os stops and catches hinself. He | ooks into her eyes.

CARLCS
|"msorry. So, what's really wong?

Maria sighs and pulls down her bandana.

MARI A
Look at us! W aren't even a real
gang! Let's do sonething real for
once! How about instead of trying
to run the streets, when we get out
of here, we go out and share our
gifts with the world? There's a
festival in Evanston..

She pulls a flyer out of her pocket and shows it to Carl os.

MARI A
The worl d needs to hear us.

Carl os exam nes the flyer.
CARLOS
| feel you. That really isn't ny
styl e.
Carl os | ooks down at his clothing.

CARLOS
Eh, maybe we can do this.

Maria brightens up.

MARI A
You really think so!? Thank you!

CARLOS
Sure. It's no big deal

Maria playfully pushes him

She grabs his hand and they wal k back toward Luci a.
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Luci a stands by a door, tapping her foot inpatiently.

Maria rol

LUCI A
Are you okay?

MARI A
|"'msorry. |1've been dealing with a
ot and this day couldn't have gone
worse. |'m good now.

LUCI A
Cool. I"'msorry if | did anything

to hurt you. It wasn't intentional.
S her eyes.

MARI A
(under her breath)
Yeah, it wasn't |ike your stupid
council shutting down the fiesta
del sol ...

CARLCS
Ch no.

LUCI A
VWhat ? W never did that. That's
ridi cul ous!

MARI A
OCh, cone on. You and your preppy
twts are always | ooking to put
your nose in everybody's business.

LUCI A
We are | ooking out for the good of
the community! We work with
everyone.

Carl os steps in between them

CARLGCS
Grls...cone onl We're all on the
sane si de here!

LUCI A

(to Carl os)
| am not going to be accused of
sonmething | didn't do!

(to Maria))
Now, |'m sorry that happened to
you. But the council had nothing to
do with that. Maybe you need to
t hi nk about what you are doing with
your life.
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MARI A
And maybe you shoul d thi nk about
why you don't have a famly.

Luci a gasps. The words hit her Iike a gut punch.

LUCI A
Excuse ne...well 1|...

Maria smrks

MARI A
St op overconpensating. It's okay.
It's not your fault.

Lucia tears up.

LUCI A
Just ... Shut up!

Lucia turns around, |ooking to escape the situation.
She spots the sign that reads STORAGE CLOSET.

LUCI A
If you aren't going to help...just
go away!

She opens the door and SLAMS it shut.

MARI A
Real | y? Really? OF course, just run
away! Just like every other tine
you don't want to confront the rea
I Ssue.

CARLOS
What the heck is going with you
two? Can we just make it through
one day wi thout killing each
ot her ?!

MARI A
| just can't deal wth her shit
anynore. She wal ks around |ike she
is too good for us! Tal king about
socialismlike it will save us!
Tal ki ng about revolutions. Well,
bitch, ny famly escaped the
revol ution and we don't need t hat

shit herel

CARLGCS
l[...1...1 don't know. W have to
stick together. Please. | really

don't want to see the sunken pl ace!
That's her brother out there!
Just..just give nme a second, wait
here...let nme talk to her.
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Carl os gently opens the door and slips in.
Maria sighs as she slunps agai nst the storage room door
MARI A
(I'n Spani sh: English
subtitled)
Oh ny god. It's always sonet hing.

Maria hears SCRATCHI NG i n the distance.
She | ooks up and her eyes grow w de.
STORAGE CLOSET
Lucia cries in the cranped cl oset.

Carl os wal ks in and sm|es weakly at her.

Carl os holds onto a broom handl e as he | ooks around the
shel ves.

CARLCS
Hey.
Lucia sniffles.
LUCI A
Hi .
CARLCS
|"mhere if you need ne.
LUCI A
Thanks. It's just...l don't know.

Peopl e al ways want nme to think of
everything. To take on everything.
It's just a bit exhausting.

CARLOS
| understand. | think. Like being
captain of the football team but
for...life?

LUCI A
Yeah, pretty nuch. Like, | just
want to give up. Too many people
are counting on ne.

CARLCS
You shouldn't! It may not | ook that
way, but she really respects you,
you know?

Lucia sm | es weakly.

LUCI A
Well, that's interesting.
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CARLOS
Yeah, she's got a tough exterior
but is really a softie. You just
have to give her sonme tinme. | know
you two can work this out.

LUCI A
|'"d be happy to give it a try!
Thanks, | really needed this.
Luci a beans.
CARLOS

That's nore like it!
He | ooks down.

CARLCS
Hey, | ook what | found!

Carl os grabs a flashlight froma shelf and shines it in her
face.

LUCI A
Hey! Stop it!

Luci a | aughs.
LUCI A
Hmmm . . . maybe there i s sonething
in here we can use..

Luci a searches a nearby shelf. Carlos rummages a drawer next
to her.

A beat .
CARLCS
Found it.
Luci a | ooks up.
LUC A
What ?
CARLCS

Where those rats are comng from
Luci a rai ses her eyebrow.
Carl os steps back.

Luci a shines her flashlight past himto reveal a nousetrap
with a dead rat on it.

Carl os points towards a hole in the wall nearby.

LUCI A
G oss!
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She | aughs. Lucia noves closer to him
Carl os pops up froma shelf, beam ng

CARLOS
| found sonet hi ng!

He holds out a pair of rusty scissors.
Luci a hops back.

LUCI A
Oh! That'll do.

She smles as she recovers her bearings.

An awkwar d beat.

LUCI A
You know, if we don't meke it out
of this, I just want to say thanks.
CARLCS

Oh, you know, no problem

LUCI A
It really nmeans a lot to ne...

Carl os smles.
CARLCS
Onh that? That was not hing! How d
you know it was nme?
Lucia sm rks.

LUCI A
No, it really neant a lot to ne.

She noves in close, slowy noving her finger down his chest.

LUCI A
Now | have a gift...for you..

She unbuttons her shirt. Her NECKLACE exposed.

CARLOS
Oh. ..

He chuckl es nervously.
She ki sses hi m deeply.
He ki sses her back.

She grabs himtightly.

They make out like wld.
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HALLWAY
Maria | ooks at the closed door in anger.
She rolls her eyes and wal ks down the hal |l way.
MARI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitled)
| di ots | eaving ne out here.
Maria sees a shadow scurrying in the darkness.

MARI A
Hel | 0?

The SCRATCHES cone cl oser and cl oser.
She tenses up as the shadows draws near.

A RAT scurries past her.

It stands up on it's hind legs, illum nated by the energency
l'ight.
Maria sighs.
MARI A
(I'n Spani sh: English
subtitled)

VWhat ever. Al npst there.
She turns and | ooks out the wi ndow as the snow piles up.
MARI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitled)
Al npst t here.
She hears a BUMP.
She | ooks around, confused.

MARI A
Luci a? Carl os? Hell o?

The BUWP gets LOUDER

And cl oser. ..
MARI A
Okay! Not funny guys!
BUMWP.
BUMWP.

BUMP.
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Maria wal ks away from the noi ses.
She wal ks back towards to supply cl oset.

The wind fromthe snowstorm steadi |l y BEATS agai nst the
W ndows.

She gl ances quickly at the w ndow.
Frightened, Maria runs towards the supply closet door.

MARI A
Sonmeone hel p ne pl ease!

The BUMPS continue to foll ow her
She tries the door handl e. Locked.

MARI A
Hel p! Somet hing i s com ng!

She | ooks to her left and right.
Confused. Nervous. Scar ed.

Not knowi ng where to go, she faces down what's naking the
noi se. Her face resolved, her mnd not.

We pull up on Pete, with a large knife. He grins maniacally.

MARI A
No!

STORAGE CLOSET
We hear a ear shattering SCREAM
Lucia and Carlos freeze and | ook at each other w de eyed.

CARLCS
OCh shit!

They take their supplies and exit the closet to the -
HALLVWAY

Carlos turns on the flashlight. He spots a pool of blood
stained in the carpet.

Lucia, scissors in hand, readies for battle.

A SCREAM in the distance causes themto | ook up
They meke their way down the hall towards the noise.
Slowmy. Carefully.

They hear a rhythmc nuffled NO SE.
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Luci a kneel s down over a spot of blood, still wet.
She gasps.
She spots sonet hing on the ground.

LUCI A
Ch no!

CARLOS
No!' No! No! No!

She hol ds the bandana up and shows it to Carl os.

LUCI A
|"m afraid she's gone.

CARLCS
No. She can't! No!

He sobs.

She stands back up, the guilt sticks on her expression like
a bad facelift. Tears streami ng from her eyes.

LUCI A
|"msorry. This is all ny fault. |
just thought...l'mso sorry.
They enbrace.
Lucia lets go of Carlos and stares down the hallway.
HALLVWAY
Pete drags Maria by her foot.

She writhes in agony, blood spilling fromunder her shirt.

MARI A
Stop it! Let ne go! Please!

Pete | ooks back at her. He w nks at her.

PETE
It'l1 be alright. Just be quiet.
W're just taking a little trip to
t he mar ket !

Maria screans, tears stream ng down her face as he continues
to drag her.

MARI A
What are you tal ki ng about? Were
are you taking nme?

Pet e gi ggl es.
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PETE
Where you shoul d have gone a LONG
ti me ago.

MARI A
| have noney. |'Il give you

anyt hi ng! Pl ease! Just |et ne go!
Pet e guffaws.
PETE
Sorry pal! Al I want is a clean
confortabl e space. ..
Maria | ooks at himin horror.

PETE
free fromall the nasty rode...

She KI CKS Pet e.
He | oses his bal ance.
She wiggles out of his grasp.
She rolls on the ground, trying to gain her bearings.
Pete | ooks at her, curiously, smling.
She stands up and confronts him her gaze unwaveri ng.
MARI A
The only nmess around here is what
is gonna be left of your face when
|'"'mdone with it!
She rears back and wall ops himw th a haynmaker .
The bl ow does not shake him
Her eyes go wi de.
Pete | ooks a her and smles, as he brandi shes his bl ade.
He sl owl y advances forward.

Maria backs up.

She tries to punch himas he gets closer, but he grabs her
by the arm

He supl exes her to the ground.
He pins her down as he raises the knife.
It conmes down with blinding speed.

She puts up her arns over her face.
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The knife goes straight through, blood falling all over her
face.

He pulls the knife out, annoyed.

PETE
Ch, now |l ook at all this blood.
It's going to take for-EVER to
clean up. Can't | just have a day
to nysel f?

She weakly tries to push himoff with her bl oody arm
Pet e savagely sl ashes it.

She screans as the bl ade of the knife cuts deeper.

He hol ds down her arm and begi ns saw ng.

MARI A
No no no no!

Her bones crack as the knife carves through.

She screans in agony.

It's okay. It'll just take a
second!

Wth one final cleave, he separates her armfrom her body.
Bl ood spews all around them

PETE
Now | ook at this mess you' ve nade.
And it's gonna be little "ole ne to
clean it up before you VERM N cone
back bright and early tonorrow

He pulls her by the | eg down the hallway.

MARI A
VWhat ?

PETE
Now peopl e say don't use bleach to
get the stains out! Use vinegar!
SOAP! BAKI NG SODA! Don't ruin it!
You' |l turn those colors WH TE!
Wel | sugar, nuh-uh

He points to some of his previous handi worKk.

PETE
| find joy in those little white
specks. That pure white haven in a
colored sea. Beautiful white. CLEAN
white. Forever white
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He giggl es.
PETE
Sugar, soon, this carpet you see
here, wll all be white. And it
will all be thanks to you.
She hyperventilates fromthe pain.

MARI A
How?.. . Wiat?...1...

PETE
QU ET!

Pet e knocks her out with a brutal BLONfrom the knife
handl e.

KI TCHEN

Pete heads to the stove.

Charlie |l ooks at him a chunk of drool drips from his nouth.
Pet e exchanges a glance with Charlie.

Pete turns on the stove and fries the seasoned neat. It
crackles as the oil gets hot.

We hear a SCREAM from the back room
Charlie | ooks intensely at the door.

PETE
No, not yet.

Pete flips the neat and puts it on a dinner plate. The
juices nelt off, leaving it in a puddle.

The screans fromthe other room grow | ouder.
Charlie trots in a circle, annoyed.
Pete slices a piece of neat and takes a bite.
PETE
Mmm .. Perfect! This wll be great
for tonight.
Pete commands Charlie, not even |ooking up fromhis plate.

PETE
D nner's ready!

Charlie breaks into a sprint, drool flying off it's snout.

He pushes though the door to -
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BACK ROOM
A shackl e | ocks Maria's one armto a pole.
Her other armin Charlie's bow .
Her nouth taped shut.
Her eyes in fright as Charlie strolls in.
Charlie snarls and barks.
Maria tugs at the chain.
Charlie charges and snaps at her. Biting.
He chonps a chunk of her thigh off.
She screans nuffled through the tape.

Tears roll down Maria's face. She weakly hits Charlie with
her stunp.

Charlie swallows the flesh and charges her again.

He bites her neck, blood flow ng.

Mar i a whi npers.

Her eyes slowy roll to the back of her head.

She sl unps over

Charlie chows down on the rest of her carcass.

A gasp

Charlie | ooks up. Confused.

Jesus, still locked in the cage, holds his nouth with both
gggshands, batti ng down a scream Tears roll out of his

Charlie spots him He snarls and advances slowy towards the
cage.

Jesus backs up as far as he can go, pressed against the
wal | .

Charlie glares at him Legs tensed. Muscles tight. Prepared
t o pounce.

When suddenly - Charlie twsts his head towards the
cafeteria, hearing a SOUND not nmeant for human ears.

Charlie slowy wal ks towards the cafeteria.

Jesus si ghs.
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Charlie | ooks back at Jesus and licks his Iips.
He exits.
Jesus exhales, slowy slinking down the wall.
HALLWAY

Lucia and Carlos wal k carefully down the hallway, follow ng
the blood trail, the flashlight |eading the way.

CARLCS
s it true what happened to your
parent s?

LUCI A

What do you nmean?

CARLOS
| just heard stories. Jesus said
you've been living with foster
parents ever since he can renenber.

LUCI A
.1 don'"t want to talk about it.
CARLCS
Sorry...it's just...where are you

fron? Like originally?

LUCI A
| "' m Anerican, |ike duh.

Carl os | ooks at her skeptically.

LUC A
No, | really am Born and bred.
Carl os | ooks at her, still unblinking.
LUC A

VWhat? | nean, we are all
immgrants. The only real Anericans
are the Native Anericans.

CARLCS
Sure, but it's just if the stories
are true-

LUCI A

It isn"'t! What stories? | don't
even know what you are talking
about !

CARLOS
Okay, just know that | am here for
you. You don't have to go through
all this yourself.
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Luci a bl ushes.

LUCI A
Thanks.
A beat .
She si ghs.
LUCI A
" m so stupid.
CARLCS
Wy ?
LUCI A

Maria. She didn't deserve that.

CARLCS
Ay, that's true.

LUCI A
That's nmy point. Life is so
fleeting. Gone in a flash. Wy does
it mtter where | cane fron? W are
all human anyway. We all cone from
t he sane pl ace.

CARLCS
Ckay, | get it.

LUCI A
Li ke no one is asking where you are
fronf

CARLCS

The West Loop.

LUCI A
Wel | yeah, but no one fromPilsen
is deporting you because you are
fromthe Loop!

CARLOS
Don't worry, m anor, we'll find
your br ot her.
Lucia smles and gives hima kiss.
EXT. DESERT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
The crowd gathers towards the road as two trucks park.

The Mot her and Fat her push people out of the way as they
make their way towards the front. The Daughter holds onto
tightly to her nother.

Qut of the trucks energe the POLLERCS, the human
traffickers. Arnmed with handguns and avi ator sungl asses,
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they could be m staken for extras on Mam Vice.
The Mot her hol ds her daughter close at the sight of them

One Pollero in particular, the LEADER(late 30s), directs the
ot hers, who vani sh anongst the crowd.

The Leader shouts instructions and the other soldiers push
the group into a single file line.

He notions for the first person in line and notions to the
right.

The person wal ks to the right, flanked and prodded by
Pol | er os.

He notions to the next person and he notions to the left.

A woman tries to get the Leader's attention. A Pollero
smacks her down to the ground.

She slowy hobbles off in tears.

The Daughter |ooks up at her father and tugs on his pants.
The Father smles and pats his Daughter on the head.

They arrive at the front of the |ine.

The Leader | ooks them up and down. He scrunches his face,
t hi nki ng.

He points to the Daughter and points left.

Her face contorts in confusion.

The Leader points at the parents. And points right.

The Daughter's eyes go wi de and she screans through tears.

The Fat her aggressively approaches the Leader.

FATHER
(in Spanish: English
subtitles)
That is ny famly! | wll not |eave
wi t hout them We nust remain

uni t ed!

The Leader flicks his wist and a Poll ero WALLOPS t he Fat her
with the butt of his handgun.

The Mot her cries and screanms over the Father's lifel ess
body.

The Pol l eros drags the scream ng Daughter away.
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DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitles)

No! Daddy! Moymy!
She pushes, punches, and scratches at them
The Polleros throw her into the back of a -
I NT. TRUCK - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

She | ooks around, frightened at the sight of the ol der,
di shevel ed peopl e.

They stare at her. No enotion on their faces.

The dwellers in the truck sway at the RUMBLE of the engine.
The Truck drives off.

She | ooks out into the horizon. She sees Mther and Fat her
pushed i nto anot her truck.

She screanms wildly to get their attention.
END FLASHBACK

| NT. HALLWAY - LATER

Lucia and Carl os continue to down the hallway.

The wind fromthe snowstormviolently bangs agai nst the
w ndows. The snow is as high as our heroes.

LUC A
Do you think Maria's okay?
CARLOS
| think so. | hope so. She's a
fighter. That's what | know.
LUC A
How did you neet? You guys are so
cl ose.
CARLOS

It's a funny story. So | had j ust
noved here froma different

nei ghbor hood. | didn't know anyone.
And there were these kids bullying
ne. ..

Luci a sm rks.

LUCI A
You got bullied?



A tear forms in his eye,

They wal k

CARLOS
Don't laugh. | wasn't always the
big man | am today. Back then |I was
short and skinny and didn't know
not hi ng. Anyways, this girl goes
right up to those kids and tells
themto fuck off.

LUCI A
VWhoa!

CARLOS
Yeah, she just tells "emto fuck
right off and they never bothered
me again. So | asked her, what if
we started this group, this club,
so that other people around here
woul dn't get hurt? She was I|ike
hel | yeah! W have each other's
backs. We stick up for the little
guy. We don't run the streets but
we make the streets safer.

CARLCS
She's ny best friend. | don't know
what |1'd do w thout her.

LUCI A
"' mso sorry.

in silence for a beat.

LUC A
You never told nme what happened
after the gane between you and that
coach?

CARLCS
It's no big deal

LUC A
Tel | me!

CARLCS

Okay. Well, he told me that there
were a couple of scouts at the
gane. They m ght be interested. He
thinks | got a chance to go to a D1
school .

Lucia | ooks at him

LUCI A
So what about me?

cracki ng his tough exterior.

68.
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CARLOS
"1l never |eave you. W'll work
sonet hi ng out.
Lucia sm | es.
She hunms a tune as they continue down the hall.
Her flashlight flickers.

CARLCS
Batteries dying?

It cuts out |eaving themin darkness.

LUCI A
Dead.

Carl os drags his hand along the wall, trying to find his way
around. Lucia holds his hand, tense.

The wi nd how s through the w ndows.

Qui et and al one, they trudge their way down the seem ngly
never ending hal | way.

When Lucia perks up. She squints her eyes at a little sliver
of |ight.

LUCI A
Hey! | see sonething! Follow ne!

She | eads himtowards the -
BATHROOM
Snow flurries drift through a broken glass w ndow.

Rusty security bars line the window. It sits high above the
tiled floor.

Lucia and Carlos stunble in, the cool air hitting them

LUCI A
Back to the scene of the crine.
CARLGCS
Huh?
Lucia smles at him
CARLGCS

"' mglad you haven't |ost your
sense of hunor. We have to think of
a way to get sone help.

She takes a deep breath and | ooks at herself in the mrror.
She fusses with her hair and washes her face.
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LUCI A
You're right. Got any ideas?

Carl os shrugs. He heads towards a sink and drinks water from
t he tap.

Lucia | ooks at herself in the mrror. The sun shines
brightly in the reflection. It catchers her eye. They dart
up at the w ndow.

She smles and | ooks around the bathroom in thought.

Carl os | ooks up at her, curiously.

CARLOS
What's up?

Luci a pushes a trash can fromthe corner of the bathroom

LUCI A
Can you give nme a hand?

CARLCS
Sure, no probl em

Carl os hel ps Lucia drag the trash can under the w ndow.

CARLGCS
You sure about this?

LUCI A
No, but we need to try sonething.
Hold it steady for ne.

Carl os grabs on to edges of the can. Lucia hops on top of
it.

LUCI A
| can alnbst reach it.

The can shakes as she reaches towards the bars. She clinbs
up on the sill and grabs the bars.

She squeezes her arm though the bars.

LUCI A
Oowl

CARLCS
You okay?

Lucia puts her finger in her nmouth, trying to stop the
bl eedi ng.

LUC A
Yes, it's just...

They hear a VI OLENT SCRATCH agai nst the bat hroom door.
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They both | ook at the door in panic.
Charlie BUSTS through the door, Pete not far behind.
PETE

Hel | o, children. Leaving so soon?

We haven't even gotten to the FUN

part yet!
Luci a | ooks back at Carl os, scared.

CARLOS
What are you waiting for?! Go!

She stretches her armout of the w ndow, reaching into the
cool air. The snow nelts on her armand falls off, |ike tear
dr ops.

She pushes herself in the narrow crack between the bars.

LUCI A
AHHHH | can't fit!

She screanms in pain as the glass cuts her arm

LUCI A
| can't do this! I can't |eave
wi t hout ny brother and | can't
| eave you
Her eyes neet Carlos'.
CARLCS

No! Don't!

Lucia junmps off the wi ndow Carlos scranbles to try and
catch her

She SLAMS DOM on the floor with a THUD
Carl os conforts her

CARLCS
Are you okay?

Luci a nods.
Charlie snarls and advances.

Carlos stands up in front of Lucia and brandi shes the
Sci ssors.

Pete gl ances down at Charlie and nods.
Charlie CHARGES towards Carl os and KNOCKS hi m down.

Carl os stabs Charlie repeatedly with the scissors, blood
spattering all over
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Charlie yelps in pain and junps off him

Lucia runs up and KICKS Charlie |like football player kicking
a field goal.

Charlie wilts back towards Pete.

LUCI A
Where is ny brother?!

Pete smrks at Lucia.

PETE
He's in a wonderful place! Let ne
show you

He hits Charlie with a solid right hand. Charlie grow s then
whi npers behind his |eg.

LUCI A
It's over. Your dunb dog can't stop
us! Gve it up, old man.

Pet e bel ches a disgusting guttural scream

PETE
That's not a dog. That's ny friend!

He barges into the bathroom knives in both hands.

Wde eyed, Carlos freezes. Hs trenmbling hand drops the
Sci ssors.

LUCI A
Carl 0s?

Pete winds up to slash his vul nerable throat.

LUCI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
Sur prise, bitch!

Luci a SMASHES Pete over the head with the trash can. Pete
slunps to the ground.

LUCI A
| got hin? | got him Are you
okay?!

Carlos sniles. He reaches out to enmbrace Luci a.

CARLCS
" mokay, | think. I...

Charlie JUWMPS on Carl os.

He SCREAMS in pain as Charlie's sharp incisors open deep
wounds on hi s shoul der.
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Carl os and Charlie scuffle.
Pete stirs. Lucia |looks at the scene in panic.

CARLOS
RUNI GET OQUT OF HERE

Lucia's eyes well up in tears. She shakes her head.

LUCI A
|..can't...| can't | eave-

Pete gets up to one knee.

CARLOS
G NOW I1t'll be okay. Renenber,
"1l never | eave you.

Tears stream ng down, Lucia closes her eyes and takes a deep
br eat h.

She opens her eyes and exhal es.

She runs out into the hallway, Carlos' screans echoing
behi nd her.

HALLWAY

Lucia runs. She runs as tears flow down her face. She
doesn't | ook back.

BATHROOM
Charlie bites Carlos again, tearing away flesh.

PETE
Dontcha want to play with Charlie?
He's such a good boy?!

Carlos flails wldly at the creature, spraying blood in the
general vicinity.

PETE
Pl ease watch where you are throw ng
your bodily fluids, sir! You may
awaken deep CRAVI NGS. URCES t hat
cannot be ignored!

Carlos westles with the creature. They both crunple to the
gr ound.

Carlos craws on the ground towards the door.

CARLCS
Dude, you are one sick fuck

Pete casually strolls over and stabs Carlos in the back.
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PETE
Now | ook at this MESS you' ve nade!

Carl os' eyes go wide, as the blood fromthe gapi ng wound
soaks his shirt.

PETE
Ah, this is bliss. ECSTASY. You see
that light? That's one ny daddy
showed ne. He said TURN I T OFF AND
CLEAN YOURSELF UP.

Pete twi sts the knife and Carl os' body goes |inp.

PETE
So | did! Isn't it pretty? I'm
gonna be the nost beautiful belle
at the ball! Wn't you join nme?

He pulls the knife from Carl os' body. The bl ood dri ps.
Carl os' body coll apses to the floor.

Pete rubs his hands together.

PETE
Well, you can't go out |ooking |like
TH S! Why don't we clean you up
Make you all nice and PRETTY!

He hangs Carlos by his shirt with a hook on a bathroom st al
door. He examnes himclosely Iike a scientist |ooking at an
experi nment.

PETE
We' Il show daddy! | can be pretty
too! You just have a little
sonething there...Let nme help you
out. ..

He drives his knife with such force that the knife goes
straight through the door

PETE
There. Perfect. You are a work of
art! No wonder that girl is CRAZY

about you!
Unsatisfied, Pete guts Carlos, spilling the innards on the
fl oor.
PETE
Good boy.
Charlie trots over
PETE

Tell the nice man bye bye. Daddy's
got a date.



75.
Charlie nmuches down on the innards. Pete pets him
LOCKER ROOM
Luci a stunbl es around. Lost in the fog of war.

She tries to bal ance herself on a | ocker. Her face a
contortion of enotions.

TRUCK ( FLASHBACK)

The Daughter | ooks back out into the horizon. The
realization her parents are gone washes over her face. Small
tears run down her cheek

She crawl s back towards the group

She sits down, as the intensity of the tears increase.

A MAN(l ate 30s) sitting across from her, |ooks at her
curious.

He digs into his dirty duffle bag and pulls out a scuffed up
wat er bottle.

He | eans over and offers it to her.
The Daughter |ooks at him
She | ooks at the dirty water bottle.
And she WAILS |ike a banshee.
The Man flinches with the sudden outburst.
But she cries.
Scream ng. Balling. Bl ubbering.
MATCH CUT TO
| NT. LOCKER ROOM - LATER
Lucia on her knees ugly crying. She feels defeated.
Lucia slowy pulls herself together sits on a bench.

She touches her chest, alnost by instinct. Feeling the
NECKLACE dangl i ng down.

She grabs it, holds it close. She cl oses her eyes.

LUCI A
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
| f you can hear ne: | renenber.

She | ooks up, her demeanor hardens. A fire lit inside her.
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Lucia throws open her |ocker. She bandages her wounds.
She I ooks in the mrror and applies eye black to her cheek.

She bends over grabbing one last thing: A METAL BASEBALL
BAT.

Ready for battle, She smrks.
REFRI GERATED CLOSET

Pete enters, whistling. He puts on gloves. He wears an apron
with a plastic covering it.

PETE
Daddy al ways said | was the bad

guy. ..

Principal Hastings's naked lifeless body hangs fromhis
wists. The stunp of the his leg slowy drops blood on the
gr ound.

PETE
| don't know why. All | wanted was
to make hi m happy! He'd al ways tel
me to STOP SM LI NG

Pete takes out an electric saw and DRIVES it into the
Princi pal Hastings's other |eg.

PETE
STOP SMLING But | couldn't stop!

The bl ades spin through the flesh. The bone cracks as the
bl ade travels through. The leg falls to the ground.

PETE
Then he'd nmake ne visit his
friends. | don't know why. | was

just a kid!
Pete grabs a steak knife and leans in on the |eg.

PETE
He said "Take care of them Peter!
Show t hem how nuch of a MAN you
are!" | had no choice but to
obl i ge.

He skins the leg, drawing out the skin and exposing the
nmuscl es. He tosses the skin aside and finely cuts the fat
away fromthe nuscles

PETE
Wiy am | telling you this? You
aren't nmy friend! But please! You
nmust believe nme! | was a kid!
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Wth a boning knife, he cuts away the flesh fromthe bone.
The nuscl es squi sh as the sharp blade slowly grinds back and
forth.
PETE

| can't stop what cones next. But |

won't stop you fromsmling! Have a

ni ce day, pal
He gathers the slices and brings themto the -
CAFETERI A
Pete sets down the platter of raw neat.

He puts on the record player and huns along to a 50s show
t une.

He hamers the neat to the sl ow beat of the tune.
Charli e hobbles in and BARKS at him

Pete plops the meat on the sizzling frying pan. He dashes
seasoning as he sautés it.

Pet e gl ances back at Charlie.
PETE

Go away, boy! Daddy's busy! W' ve

got a FRIEND com ng over
Charlie wal ks off into the adjacent room
He wal ks around a table all set up with table cloths,
candl es, napkins, and one spot set up like a fancy
restaurant with all the fixings.
Pete places the sizzling neat on a plate and sets it down.
He sits down and smles. Satisfied.
A neal fit for a king.
BACK ROOM
Jesus, sits in the corner of his cage, shaking and crying.
Maria's half eaten body | ays nearby.

Jesus stands up and takes a deep breath. He | ooks around the
his prison, thinking.

Newspaper clippings about M SSI NG PECPLE |ine the desk. He
noti ces a contai ner of keys.

Jesuls sm rks.

He takes off his shirt and socks and junmbles it into a
tw sted rope.



78.
He throws the line with all his mght. It falls short.
JESUS
Conme on! Cone on! What woul d Lucia
do?

He closes his eyes and takes a deep breath. Wth one big
t hrow he knocks over the container wth his rope.

He breathes a sigh of relief.
He pulls the keys towards him Bit by bit.
WOOF

Charlie appears in the doorway. Charlie eyes him
suspi ci ousl y.

JesuUs freezes.

JESUS
Good doggi e. Good boy.

Charlie conmes closer. Stalking his next prey.
Jesus | ooks back down at the keys.

JESUS
Pl ease! Be a good boy.

He grimaces as Charlie wal ks right up to himand | ooks at
himin the eyes.

Charlie snarls and grunts.

JESUS
Okay! Ckay!

Jesus slowy backs way fromthe edge of the cage.

Charlie | ooks back down and sniffs the keys, pushing them
forward

Jesus | ooks at the keys and thinks.

JESUS
You can do this.

He di ves forward!

H's | one pointer finger curls into the key | oop. He grabs
the rest of the keys and swi pes theminto the cage.

Charlie BARKS |i ke mad. Gnashing and biting at the air.

Jesus huddl es back towards the back of the cage, |aughing
and smling in relief.

He hol ds the keys up in victory.
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HALLWAY
Luci a opens her | ocker.
She takes out her jacket and puts it on.

It's dark green hews | ook |ike sonmething fromthe mlitary.
The thick fabric is nore polyester than cotton.

She | ooks at the picture of her and JeslUs attached to the
i nside of her | ocker.

She takes it out and examnes it closely.

I NT. TRUCK - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

The truck speeds down the dirt road.

The TRUCK DRI VER(early 30s) peers into the distance.

H s eyes go wide as he sees a MLITARY CONVOY comng in the
ot her direction.

The Truck swerves off the road. The Daughter screans as she
hol ds onto the Man for support.

EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - LATER ( FLASHBACK)
The Truck Driver junps out and pads hinself off.
He unl ocks the back of the truck and pulls down the ranp.

The Daughter bursts out, tears in her eyes. Truck Driver
freezes in shock as the 3 foot ball of fire rages past him

The men in the truck react to this determ ned young girl.
One chuckl es softly. A couple discuss what to do.

The Driver yells out to her. She turns around and gl ares at
hi m

She charges straight towards himand SCREAMS at the top of
her | ungs.

He pulls his pistol out and points it at her. She marches
right up to the nuzzle.

She glares at him continuing to SCREAM vul garities in
Spani sh.

A beat .

The Driver looks at the little girl and |aughs. He puts his
gun away and pats the Daughter on the shoul der.

She PUNCHES his leg with all her mght. The Driver continues
to | augh.
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She feels a RUMBLI NG approachi ng. The Driver gives her a
| ook and points towards the noise.

The Daughter's nouth opens agape.

In the distance, the other truck with Father and Mot her
heads towards them

| NT. BACK ROOM - LATER
Jesus puts the key into the | ock.
He twists and turns it. The | ock doesn't nove.
He pulls out the key and exam nes it.
JESUS
What the fuck? Way is this not

wor ki ng?

Wth force, he pushes the key back into the hole. He turns
it again, his nuscles straining.

It slowy begins turning. He smles.

JESUS
Finally.

CRACK. The key breaks in two. He | ooks at the half broken
key in his hand.

JESUS
No! No! No! This can't be
happening! | can't be stuck
here....forever?

He tosses the broken key like a Brett Favre Hail Mary. Jesus
screans in frustration, tears bursting fromhis eyes.

CAFETERI A

Pete huns a 1950's show tune as he glides around the
ki tchen. Charlie hopping up and down next to him

A booth is already dressed up: tablecloth, a lit candle,
silverware and pots of rice and veget abl es.

Pete takes the neat out of the oven. It sizzles init's own
juices. The red and pink syrup |ike gravy sw m around the
charred | ean neat.

Pete dances with the nmeat as he nmakes his way to the booth.
Charlie yaps behind him waiting for a piece to fall.

PETE
Down boy!

He finally sets down the neat.
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PETE
Just one nore thing..

Pete rolls out a REPLI CA MODEL SKELETON from the Back Room
He pushes it next to the booth.

He stands back and adm res his handi wor k.

He heads back and turns on a record player which plays AT
LAST by ETTA JAMES, or sone other classic nelodramatic
romantic song.

He exits to the Back Room

Pete reenmerges wearing a DRESS and WG He seductively
saunters towards the booth.

Pet e speaks, his voice soft and dainty.

PETE
Excuse ne sir, Is this seat taken?

He | ooks at the skeleton, expectantly and slides down into
t he boot h.

PETE
Oh, don't you mind little old ne!
You conme here often? | swear, |
woul d have renenbered your pretty
face.

Charlie junps on the table and BARKS, snapping at the neat.
Pete glares at Charlie and SMACKS himin the head.
PETE
(breaki ng character)
YOU STUPID I DI OT! | MADE YOU AND |
CAN DESTROY YOU!' NOW GO

Pete points out the door and Charlie slowy trudges his way
out of the cafeteria.

PETE
(back in character)
Wiy, | am so sorry! Now where were

we?
HALLWAY
Luci a opens her | ocker and takes out her book bag.
She | ooks up and down her | ocker, when an idea sparks.
She sets down her bag.
She picks up a textbook. It weighs heavily in her hands.

One by one she stacks themup in her backpack.
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LUCI A
And they said that these won't cone
in handy later...that rem nds ne |
still have to finish that paper
She |ifts the bag, her knees buckling against the weight.
She makes her way down the hallway.

Luci a | ooks out the wi ndow, the snow falling as hard as
ever.

She frowns as the faint noise of the nusic tickles her ear.

LUCI A
Wiere is that comng fronf®

A di sgusting guttural GROAL stops her in her tracks.

LUCI A
Oh no!...Charlie.

She sl owly backs up.
Charlie charges her and pounces.

As he is airborne, Lucia takes off her backpack and sw ngs
it wth all her m ght.

THWACK

Charlie CRASHES into a nearby |ocker with the force of the
backpack

The inpact of the bag | oosens the baseball bat, it rolls
down the hal |l way.

Charlie hobbles in the weckage. He slowy regains his
f oot i ng.

Luci a approaches him determ ned.
She swi ngs the bag down.

Charlie rolls out of the way, hissing at her. He BITES her
ankl e.

Bl ood pours.

Luci a SCREAMS in pain.

She | ooks over at the bat, her salvation.
Charlie al so gl ances over, seeing his end.
Luci a stands up and wi nces in pain.

She |inps towards the bat.
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Charlie hobbl es behind her.
She grabs the handl e of the bat.
Charlie grabs the other end with his nouth and pulls.
Lucia puts both hands on end of the bat and strains.

She hesitates for a nonent - Then she TWSTS the bat and
FLI PS Charli e over.

Charlie yelps in panic.

She gets on top of Charlie, bat in hand.
She swi ngs down -

But Charlie BITES her forearm

LUCI A
Oowl

She whi npers in pain, dropping the bat.
Charlie snarls, his sharp incisors drooling in her face.

She picks the bat back up with her good arm She sw ngs at
himwi ldly.

Charlie gnashes at her from a distance.

LUCI A
Get away from ne! Leave ne al one!

Charli e CHARGES her -

She steadies herself and focuses on one deliberate sw ng
and-

TWACK!

Charlie's face RECO LS fromthe blow Sone of Charlie's
br oken pearly white incisors go FLYI NG through the air.

Charlie wel ps and |icks the bl eeding wound on his face.

Charlie grows at her, but keeps his distance. For the first
time, rattl ed.

Lucia slowy backs away, her eyes not |eaving the threat.
LUCI A
As God as ny witness, you will not
stop nme. Show me where ny brother
i s!
Charlie whinpers and retreats.

Lucia stands in a daze. Frazzl ed.



84.
A beat .
She turns around and runs. She runs as fast as she can.

Tears stream ng down her face, blood oozing from her ankle,
t he hal l way passes by in a blur.

MATCH CUT TGO
EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

Tears stream ng down the Daughter's face, the Daughter runs
towards the truck carrying her parents.

| NT. HALLWAY - LATER
She runs waywardly, her arnms reaching out for safety.

She grabs door handles, finding them| ocked, before noving
on.

Drai ned, she reaches the last door in the hallway, it opens
up to-

| NT. TEACHER S LOUNGE - LATER
She sl ans the door shut and | ocks it.
EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

The Truck Driver holds the Daughter back as she tries to run
towards the truck.

She reaches her arns, desperate for her parents.
The Daughter cries out.

Just then -

I NT. TRUCK - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

The Fat her | ooks out the back of the truck.

He hears the scratching of tires on the dirt road.
He holds his w fe and huddl es down.

The POLLERQ(40s) driving the truck |ooks at the rearview
mrror and gasps.

He exchanges a gl ance with his COLLEAGUE(40s) in the
passenger seat.

EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - LATER ( FLASHBACK)
3 Black JEEPS follow the Truck cl osely.

An ARVED CARTEL MEMBER | eans out of the wi ndow of the | ead
car and Fl RES.
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The bullets hit the truck. The sound reverberating wthin.
The truck swerves wildly, trying to avoid the gunfire.
The Pollero hits his colleague on the shoulder. His
col | eague sticks his gun out of the wi ndow and fires back
i npreci sel y.
The MIlitary Convoy barrels towards the scene.

The Pollero | ooks ahead in panic. He turns the wheel at an
extreme angl e.

The Truck spins out of control.
| T FLI PS OVER END OVER END.

The MIlitary Convoy cones to a stop near the crashed
vehi cl e.

The Jeeps surround the truck.

The Truck Driver |ets the Daughter go. She | ooks on in fear.
The Truck Driver huddl es everyone behind his truck for
cover.

A group of CARTEL MEMBERS(30s) |eave their jeep and surround
t he truck, weapons ready.

The Daughter watches the scene: the Cartel Menbers gesture
angrily at the Pollero who drove the truck.

The Pollero gets out of the truck, his arns raised.
The Cartel Menbers continue to yell at him
They | ead himaway fromthe truck and handcuff him

The ARMED SOLDI ERS(30s) in the convoy get out of their
vehicles. They | ook at the scene.

Sonme of Cartel Menbers put the Pollero on one of the Jeeps
and drive away.

The CARTEL LEADER(I| ate 40s) yells instructions to the Cartel
Menbers i n Spani sh.

They advance on the truck.

The Arned Sol diers ready their weapons and advance on the
Cartel Menbers.

The CLICKS of safeties comng off echo throughout the
desert.

The Cartel Leader gives the signal and they OPEN FI RE
Bullets riddle the truck, tearing holes through the netal
and canvas.
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The Daughter wi nces, tears in her eyes.

The BLOOD CURDLI NG SCREAMS fromthe truck echo throughout
t he desert.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Mommy! Daddy! No!

She cautiously noves towards the truck. She seeks safety in
a near by bush.

The guns stop firing.
Si |l ence overtakes the truck.

DAUGHTER
No!

An Armed SOLDI ER(30s) puts his hand to his ear and nods.

He ainms his rifle at the head of a Cartel Menber and fires.
POP

The Cartel Menber's head explodes like a firework, blood
rains down on the truck and nearby Menbers. The Sol di er
yells out -

SOLDI ER
Go! Go! Go!

The Arned Soldiers FIRE on the Cartel Menbers.
Bull ets take down Sol diers and Cartel Menbers alike.

Bodi es FLY around the Daughter as she RUSHES towards the
truck.

She di ves behind a rock and | ooks at t he BLOODBATH

The Sol di er takes a GRENADE out of his belt and takes out
t he pin.

O her Soldiers reach out to try and take it away from him
He winds up and throws it.

The Daughter watches it fly as if it's in slow notion.

The Cartel Menbers dive out of the way.

The grenade rolls near to the truck.

The Daughter's eyes goes w de

DAUGHTER
No. .
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THE TRUCK EXPLODES
It sends fire into the sky Iike Hi roshima.

Debris falls around the girl as she watches the burning
truck, crestfallen.

| NT. CAFETERI A - LATER
Pete eyes the skel eton seductively.
The enpty sockets of the skeleton stare straight ahead.

Pet e gasps and uses his napkin to wi pe a spot of dirt on the
tabl e.

PETE
If you'll excuse ne...these VERM N
keep I eaving TRASH for little 'ole
me! Now don't let this ruin our
good tinme...

Pete junps up and grabs a nop and bucket and rolls it
towards the table.

PETE
| swear, it seens |ike every single
week these RODENTS find new and
inventive ways to throw their DI RTY
shit everywhere

He nops the fl oor obsessively.

PETE
Now t hat won't be happening
anynore. The INSECTS will FRY

Charlie staggers into the room blood drops trailing behind
hi m

Pet e | ooks down.

PETE
Charlie?

He puts down the fork, neat still on it, and goes over to
Charlie. He exam nes the brui ses and wounds on Charli e.

PETE
Cone here, boy. \Wat happened?

He gl ances towards the door, shakes his head, and | eads
Charlie towards the -

BACK ROOM

Jesus notices the rustling of the door and scurries to back
of the cage.
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Pete carries Charlie towards his desk
He | ooks around, confused.
PETE
| could have sworn it was right
here. ..
Jesus puts his hand over his nmouth, catching his gasp
Pete grabs oi ntnment and bandages from the desk.
PETE
This will help you feel better.
Ri ght, boy? How ya doi ng? Good boy!

Pete huns a soft conforting song as he applies the materials
onto Charlie's wounds.

Charlie purrs al ong.
Jesus, wi de eyed, takes in the entire scene.
Pete lays Charlie back on the floor.
Charlie wags his tail and hops and down.
Pete sm | es.
PETE
Good as new You see, father! I'ma
good boy!
Charlie runs ahead and towards the Cafeteria.
Pete | ooks back at the desk, hesitating.
PETE
"1l clean that later. My hot date
awai t s!
He shrugs his shoulders and starts towards the door when -
He steps on the broken key.
He lifts up his foot and picks up the broken key.
Pete gl ares back at Jesus.
PETE
YOU' YOU' MADE THI S ATROCI TY?! 1'LL
GUT You
He wields a knife and approaches Jesdus.
Jesus cowers as Pete's silhouette grows closer and cl oser.

We hear the sound of the cage door rustling.
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JESUS
HELP ME! SOVEONE PLEASE! HELP!

TEACHER S LOUNGE
Luci a | ooks around, her back affixed to the door.

A refrigerator softly huns in the corner. A whiteboard with
a table hangs on the wall.

She nmarches into the roomtowards the drawers.

She sl ans them open and grunts. She throws out the pots and
pans and gar bage bags. She opens anot her and anot her.

She pulls the handle on one and it doesn't budge.

LUCI A
Hrmmmmm

BANG Lucia slans the bat against the | ocked drawer. The
drawer brui ses and dents, but does not break.

BANG The drawer splinters but remains shut.

BANG. The front the the drawer falls to pieces. The phones
all drop anong the wood shavings. She spots her i PHONE

As she bends over to pick it up, she hears a faint noise.

LUCI A
Jesus! ?

CAFETERI A
Pete drags a scream ng JesUs into the nmessy cafeteri a.

JESUS
Were are you taking ne?! Let ne

go!

The record player CRASHES to the grounds as a virile Charlie
knocks it over.

PETE
Down boy! Cal m down now Ugh, ny
nmommy gave ne that and you broke
it! It was the only thing | had
left-

Pete sets Jeslus on the ground, struggling to hold him
JESUS
The only thing you are going to
have |l eft when I'm done with you is
a broken face!

Pet e takes out duct tape and waps up Jesus's |egs.
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Jesus kicks him trying to get free.

PETE
Now, now, play nice!

Pete flinches and grabs Jesus's | eg.

JESUS
Let go of ne!

Pete takes a knife out of his pocket and STABS JesUs in the
| eg.

JesUs screans.

JESUS
ow

PETE
Now be a good boy. Before | show
you how daddy takes care of BAD
BOYS |i ke you. ..
Pete hol ds Jesus's | egs together.
Jesus sits up and punches Pete in the face
Pete grabs his cheek in pain.
PETE
You are pushing it, little boy. You
don't want to get on nmy BAD SIDE

Jesus wriggles out of Pete's grasp and di ves towards the
door .

Charlie, drooling, junps in front of him
Jesus backs up
He backs right up into Pete's |eg.
Pete's smles.
PETE
Runni ng off so soon? W were just
havi ng fun
Jesus | ooks at him
JESUS
You are sick and sadistic. You are
going to burn in hell!

Pete tw tches.
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PETE
Daddy was very religious! \Wen
cried to Momy and | tried to tell
her what Daddy was doing. He SHUT
ME UP. Like this!

Pete tapes JesUs's nouth shut.

PETE
See? Good as new No nore yelling.
Use your inside voice.

Pete | aughs and taps himon the nose. He drags JesuUs back
towards the kitchen.

PETE
Daddy woul d have these big
bar beques. Al this friends would
cone over.

Pet e drags Jesus behind the counter.

PETE
They' d sing and dance and pl ay!
Then Daddy would go away and it's
just me and his friends and THE
FI RE.

Pete drops him JesUs wiggles as Pete tapes his hands
behi nd hi s back.

Pet e heads towards the back of the cafeteria and turns on
t he ROTI SSERI E. Bi g enough for nultiple pigs or even a
human, the cavernous pit flickers to life.

JesuUs eyes the scene with panic.
PETE
' m gonna show you a great Anerican
tradition!
Jesus munbl es through the tape.
PETE
No, silly, the all you can eat
buffet!
Pete sets JeslUs by the rotisserie.
Jesus sweats fromthe increasing heat.

Pete puts his hands on his knees and | ooks at him
i nquisitively.

PETE
You' re so handsone. | can see why
everyone | oves you.

Pete caresses hi s cheek.



92.

PETE
Daddy said |'d never be pretty.

Pete rips out one of his earrings.
Jesus screans in agony.

Pete exam nes the earring and sticks it through his ear. The
hol e bl eeds. Pete smles blissfully.

PETE
DO | LOOK PRETTY NOWP!

TEACHER S LOUNGE
Lucia dials 911.

LUCI A
Hello! | need help! I'"'mat the
school !

LUCI A

This is an energency!

LUCI A
Hel | 0? Hel |l 0?

She | ooks at the phone in panic.

LUCI A
VWhat the heck?

| NSERT - i Phone screen

it shows 0% battery. The screen fades to black as it shuts
down.

Lucia sighs, her face filled wwth fear and angui sh.
She | ooks up. A faint SCREAM emanates in the background.
HALLVWAY

Luci a stal ks the hallway, dragging the baseball bat behind
her. Her stone faced expression belies her fear.

She slowy creeps towards the Cafeteria door.

LUCI A
Hell 0? Is anyone in there? Jesus?

She pushes the door ajar and peers in.
She gasps.
CAFETERI A

Charlie sniffs the air, his eyes darting wldly.
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Pete cowers over Jesus.
Charl i e BARKS.
Pet e | ooks up.

PETE
Go check that out, boy.

He runs out.

HALLWAY

Charlie BURSTS THROUGH THE DOOR, tackling Luci a.
Luci a picks up her bat and stands up.

Charlie SNARLS at her.

Luci a CROALS back.

They charge each ot her

Lucia swi ngs and -

TWACK! Charlie collapses to the ground.

She stands on top of the animal as it twtches fromthe
injury.

LUCI A
| don't know what you are or where
you cane from but this is |ast
time you are cone to ny school

She BASHES it's head over and over wth the bat. Bl ood
spatters on her face and cl ot hes.

SQUI SH. She bashes into the innards of Charlie's skull. She
bashes until her arms get tired.

Appl esauce like liquid pools around her feet.
Lucia wi pes the blood from her cheek and noves on.
CAFETERI A

Luci a sneaks past the dressed up table. She curls her
nostrils at the stench.

She makes her way past the kitchen area. She goes up to the
back door and takes a deep breath.

Wth the bat in hand and she tests the handle. She takes
anot her deep breath and She kicks the door to the -

BACK ROOM

Luci a gasps.
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She sees the broken container on the ground.
She peers into the cage.

LUCI A
Jesus? Hell 0? Hell o0?

She exam nes the desk, tossing aside the papers.
Luci a mout h drops w de open.
She sees one of Jesus's earrings and picks it up.

LUCI A
Ch no! No! It can't bel

Tears well up in her eyes.
EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

The Daughter runs towards the burning truck.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Mormy! Daddy! |'m com ng!
GUNFI RE surrounds her.
The Armed Sol di ers advance.
The Cartel Menbers fall back.

SIRENS fill the air as energency vehicles and the mlitary
police drive towards the scene.

The Arnmed Sol di ers surround the burning truck. Their guns
poi nt ed.

The Daughter dives under the truck.

The Daughter gasps at what she sees: the charred remains of
t he occupants.

Her eyes well up but she blinks that away.
The Daughter takes a deep breath and digs into one nearby.

She picks up a handful of dust and watches it fall through
her fingers.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)
Monmy? Daddy? Pl ease! \Were are

you?

She crawl s towards anot her set of renmins.
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WAH
The noi se stops her in her tracks.

The Daughter | ooks around to see where the sound is com ng
from

She gets out fromunder the truck and spots it: She sees two
bodi es hol di ng each other in a nearby bush.

A col orful blanket w apped over them appears to be nove.
She hovers closer. Watching it curiously.
The Daughter coughs. The rising snoke fills her nostrils.

The Daughter picks up the bl anket and waps it around her
face.

WAH
She | ooks down and gasps.

She finds a BABY(2).

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Are you ny b..b..brother?

The Daughter picks up the BABY and hol ds himcl ose. She
wraps himup in the bl anket.

The Baby coos.

She energes fromthe bushes and runs.

Her face a contortion of sadness and determ nation.

She runs past The Arned Sol di ers searching the burned truck.
She runs past the bodies of the Cartel Menbers.

The Daughter runs towards the BORDER, the tail end of her
scarf fl apping.

DAUGHTER
(to the Baby, in Spanish:
English subtitle)
You are the gift from God! You are
nmy brother! Fromnow on, | wll
keep us united. Together for lifel!

She runs towards the FENCE. She sees a hol e and hops through
it.

EXT. US/ MEXI CO BORDER - LAREDO, TEXAS - LATER
The Daughter stunbl es through the brush.
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She makes her way towards a dirt road.

She sees two UNI TED STATES BORDER PATROL AGENTS(| ate 40s)
tal king as they wal k towards her.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Hel p ne! Hel p! Help ne!

They stop. They | ook at her. Their expressions hidden behind
Avi at or sungl asses.

She | ooks up at himand and his partner.

She unfurls the blanket. The Baby smles at the Agents.

DAUGHTER
(in Spanish: English
subtitle)

Hel p! Hel p...us! Help us! Qur

parents!...Qur life!l It's gonel W

need hel p! Pl ease, nmy brother..
She breaks down in tears.

The Patrol Agents | ook down at the BABY. They exchange
qui zzi cal gl ances.

END FLASHBACK
| NT. CAFETERI A - LATER
Pete tapes JesUs onto the rotisserie.

JeslUs screans as the fire rises towards him Tears well up
in his eyes.

Luci a BURSTS t hrough the door.
LUCI A
Oh ny god! Jesus! What the hell?
You sick creep!
Pete | ooks up to her and smirks. He clicks his tongue.
Not hi ng happens. Hi's brow furrows.

Luci a sm rks.

LUCI A
| killed your goddamm dog! Now get
away from himbefore | kill you

t oo!

The expression on his face drops. Tears well up in his eyes.
He | ooks at her blinking.



As a single tears rolls down his cheek, he twitches a

smrk.
PETE
You can't kill what's already dead!
Ri ght, daddy? RI GHT!?
He charges towards her, brandishing a knife.
Lucia gets in a batting stance and w nds up.
She sw ngs.
Pete catches the bat.
PETE
Daddy says that we have to play
nice. No nore toys!
She gasps.
He sl ashes her face, a thin wound opens on her cheek.
Lucia crunples to the ground.

LUCI A
Oowl

Jesus grunts and cries.

She touches her cheek and gl ances at the bl ood on her
fingers.

She shakes her head and | eans up. She fiddles with her

neckl ace.

LUCI A
|"ve seen great evil in this world.
| " ve crossed many danger ous pat hs.
| am not afraid! There is nothing
you can do to stop nme from
achi eving ny dreans.

Pete giggles. An brief air of lucidity washes over him

PETE
|'ve got dreanms too. You and |
aren't so different, you see. You
think I want to clean up after al
you kids? My dreamwas to be a
nurse. Kill themw th kindness.

Pete snorts.

PETE
Get it?

Luci a scof fs.
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LUCI A
That's not funny.

Pet e charges her, knife out.
She hops ups to her feet.

He sw ngs.

She ducks and trips him

He | ands HARD on the ground.

PETE
Nice one, little |ady.

Jesus screans as he tries to get her attention.

LUCI A
|"mcomng! |'m com ng!

Lucia runs to the rotisserie.

She grabs pole in which Jesus is attached and pushes it off
t he hot surface.

Faint sirens echo in the distance.
She rips the tape off Jesls's arns, |egs, and nouth.

JESUS
OM Careful!

LUCI A
" mtrying!

JesUs bl ubbers into her arns.

JESUS
Thank you! | |ove you!
Thank. .. Watch out!

Jesus junps out of the way.
Pet e pushes Lucia to the ground.
PETE
Don't worry pal, it'll all be over
soon. Let's play a gane! \Wich one
of you will nake daddy upset first?

Pet e takes another knife out of his pocket and cowers over
Luci a.

PETE
Time's up!

Jesus charges himand they tussle.
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Wth one quick strike, Pete STABS Jesdus.
He pulls JesUs in close.

PETE
One | ast dance?

Lucia gets up and junps on Pete's back

She curls her arm around his neck.

Pete | ets go of Jesus, who crunples to the ground.
Pete flails the knife around w ldly.

Lucia puts Pete in a headl ock and hi ptosses hi mout of
t hrough t he door.

CAFETERI A
Pete writhes on the ground.
PETE
Good one! Daddy is
i npressed. .. There is sonething
di fferent about you..
Luci a | ooks down at hi mand thinks.

She jogs over to the neat slicer and renoves the protective
covering and turns it on.

She | ooks back down at Pete and sm | es.

LUCI A
You' re right. There is sonething
different about nme. | have famly.
| have friends. | have peopl e who

| ove ne. You are nothing but a
creep. You are always snoopi ng
around in other people's |ives
because you' ve got nothing! Is that
why do you hate us?!
Lucia picks up Pete and drags himtowards the neat slicer.
The bl ades WHIRR by his ears.
Pete's eyes open.
He screans.
Luci a gasps.

He grabs her shoul der, bringing her closer to the him
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...l don't hate you

| like you.

LOVE you! You are so pretty with

your hair like that.
He gently caresses her hair.

PETE

| was pretty |like you when | was
young. But | wanted to be the
prettiest So, | tried on sone
makeup but nmy DADDY woul d YELL at
me to WASH I T OFF! " CLEAN THAT MESS
OFF YOUR FACE!" He never

appreci ated how pretty | was. He
never cared. It was a ness.
Garbage! But 1'Il show him And

"1l show you!

H's grip on her hair tightens and he pulls.

LUCI A
Get off of ne!

She pushes his shoulder into the bl ade.

LUCI A
Shut up!

He screans.
Bl ood pops up like a fountain.

Into Lucia' s face and cl ot hes.
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She continues to push himall the way through.

The bones CRACKI NG

Wth one final push, she pushes his arm al

Pete screans as his stunp pours wth bl ood.

PETE

(feigning sincerity)

|"msorry! I'"msorry!
have to do that!

Lucia rolls her eyes.

LUCI A

You didn't

Are you finished? |I'm about ready

to go now
Lucia strolls up to him

Pete's face contorts in worry.

t he way through
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PETE
(still faking it)

| really mean it. You win. You beat

little 'ole me.
She approaches cl oser, when he smrks.
In one quick violent novenent, he sl ashes forward.
Luci a takes an unsteady step back, in shock.
Bl ood pours froma wound, now opened up.
Pet e | aughs.

PETE
Now where were we?

BAM
Pet e knocks Lucia out with his knife handl e.

He rubs his hand on Lucia' s wound and w pes the bl ood on her
face.

PETE
|"ve al ways enjoyed this shade of
r ed.

He | ooks at his reflection on his knife and makes a duck
f ace.

Pete rubs his hand under his stunp, takes a handful, and
licks it.

PETE
Hmm..a bit tart, some wood
undert ones.
He smacks his |ips.
PETE
Qooh, a fruity aftertaste. | give
you a 3 out of 5. Not bad.

Pet e picks up Lucia and tosses her over his shoul der and
carries her back to the rotisserie room

CAFETERI A
He |l ays Lucia down next to the rotisserie.

He | eans over and forcefully grabs the knife out of Jesus's
chest .

Jesus chest conpresses, his breath forced out.

Pete | eans over Lucia's body, his nouth drooling.
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He runs the tip of the knife down her body.

PETE
So pretty. So scrunptious.

She noans and tw sts at the touch.

Pete smles and lifts the knife over his head when-
BANG

Jesus punches him

Pete falls to his side.

Luci a blinks as she regai ns consci ousness.

LUCI A
What ? What's goi ng on?

JESUS
W gotta -

Pete rises up.
Jesus junps on his back

JESUS
Get hi m Luci a!

Luci a | ooks around confused.

She gl ances at the rotisserie.

Pete twists wildly trying to get Jesus off his back
She runs over and takes the rod above the pit.

She holds the rod out |ike a |ance.

We hear the sound of STOWPI NG outside the room

LUC A
Let ny brother go!

Luci a charges.

She hits Pete in the chest, penetrating him Blood pools
around t he wound.

She runs with Pete at the end of the rod.
SLAM

They hit the wall.

Jesus falls off Pete. Pete hangs fromthe rod.

She backs away and | ooks at the scene.
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After a beat, she runs to Jesus.

LUCI A
Are you okay?
JESUS
Yeah...yeah..just a little -
PETE
You' ve made a real ness, young
| ady.
JESUS
Goddammi t .
LUCI A

Just die already!

Lucia grabs the end of the rod. She turns it around towards
the rotisserie.

She gl ances at Jesus, who smiles. JeslUs giggles and flips
the sw tch.

The rotisserie makes a noise. A spark creates a orange
flame. The flame enconpasses the pit.

Pete | ooks back at the rotisserie. H's eyes w de.
He | ooks back at Luci a.
PETE
We can be friends! | swear! Just
give ne a chance!
She smi | es.

LUC A
Not today, old man.

She SPRI NTS towards the rotisserie.

PETE
No! No! No!

She pushes the rod into the flames. Pete drowns in the
fl ames.

The blaze lick up his clothes, quickly turning themto ash.

As the fire encroaches on his skin, he screans.

PETE
| wll haunt you. | will never die!
Il wll turn your dreans into ny
ni ght mar e!

Luci a and Jesus watch in interest and reli ef.
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Tears well up in Jesus's eyes.

JESUS
It's...over.

Pete's body goes silent as the inferno engulf him H's skin
charred ash bl ack

LUCI A
Looks like the old man di ed after
all .
We hear a KNOCK at the door.
Luci a and JesuUs | ook at each ot her.
Lucia grabs the rod. Jesus picks up a knife.

LUCI A
You ready, bro?

JESUS
Anytinme, sis!

They hold position next to one anot her.
A PCLI CE OFFI CER(40s) BUSTS t hrough the door, gun drawn.

POLI CE OFFI CER
PUT YOUR HANDS UP!

Lucia drops the rod and hugs Jesus.
Jesus hand shakes as he drops the knife.

LUCI A
lt...It's just ne and ny brother..

The Police Oficer |lowers his weapon.

He | ooks over Lucia's shoul der at the scene.
H s jaw drops.

EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

The flashing lights of the energency vehicles brighten the
air in red and bl ue.

Snow flurries fall |ike a snowgl obe. The sound of snow
renmoval trucks echo in the distance.

We zoom past an anbul ance parked in front of the school.

Lucia sits nearby. An EMI next to her attends to her
injuries.

The doors BURST open as a pair of EMIs roll up Jesls to the
t he anbul ance. They wap himin a nylar bl anket.
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Lucia runs by his side. She hugs himtightly.
LUCI A

You' re never |eaving ny sight.

kay?
Jesus weakly gives her a thunbs up.
The EMTs place himin the anbul ance.
Luci a hops inside.

She | ooks out the wi ndow, back at the school, as the
anbul ance speeds away.

FADE TO BLACK
SUPER: 6 nonths later..

FADE | N:
EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY
A stage sits at the 50 yard line. Flags bearing the Fighting
Kni ghts of José Fernandez Hi gh School hang on pol es on both
si des.
Students in graduation cap and gowns stand on the field and
face the stage. Their parents and relatives sit in bleachers
behi nd them

Lucia wal ks towards the | ectern and opens the notebook of
her speech.

LUCI A
Students, faculty, friends, and
famly. | just have one word for

t oday: Thanks. Thank you for being
t here when we were down. Thank you
for hel ping us along this journey.
Thank you for having our back.

BEG N FLASHBACK

| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

We are back at the rap battle.

Carlos smles as he declared the winner. He gets nobbed by
t he adoring crowd.

END FLASHBACK

LUCI A
| am going to say sonething that
never told anyone: | am an

immgrant. My brother and | cane to
United States from Mexico. But
( MORE)
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LUCI A (cont'd)
right here, this community enbraced
us with open arnms. Qur foster
parents showed us that dreans
bel ong to us too.

Her FOSTER PARENTS(40s) wave from the crowd.

LUCI A
You al |l owed us to be oursel ves.

BEG N FLASHBACK
| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
A teacher wites the | esson on the bl ackboard.
The cl ass pays cl ose attention.
W zoomin on Maria, in the back of the class, headphones
on, rocking out to her nusic. She is scribbling a draw ng of
t he teacher.
END FLASHBACK
LUCI A

But today we are start anew. W are

the future we've been waiting for!

We are the change we seek! | cal

on ny fellow students to lift up

the torch with ne and carry it into

the future! W will...

She sees a figure in the distance. It noves behind the
assenbl ed students.

She squints, as she takes a cl oser |ook.
She knows that gait. It's Pete.
She gasps.
He smles and waves at her.
She blinks rapidly as if taking a punch to the gut.
She | ooks up. She sees the sky darken. The cl ouds gat her.
They THUNDER. LI GHTNI NG FLASHES.
Lucia | oses control .

LUCI A

(muttering to herself)

Stay away from ne!

She hyperventilates. Her clothes soak wth sweat. She w pes
her brow.
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The students exchange confused gl ances.
She feels a cold touch on her shoul der.

She gl ances at the source and sees A TEACHER(50s). The
teacher smles, reassuringly.

LUCI A
' m okay...|"' mokay. ..

She takes a deep breath and | ooks back behind the assenbl ed
st udent s.

Shes sees not hing but green grass and the hash marks of the
field.

She continues her speech.

LUCI A
W will triunph!

I NT. GYM - LATER

People of all ethnicities stand in rows, facing the Anerican
flag.

A TEACHER(40s) admi nisters the Gath of Ctizenship.
Jesus, up front, snmles as he raises his right arm
JESUS
| hereby declare an oath to protect
and defend the Constitution of the

United States of Anerica agai nst

all enem es, foreign and donesti c.
So help ne CGod.

Lucia runs into the gym She spots Jesdus.
Jesus goes to the front and shakes the Teacher's hand.

The Teacher hands Jesus his certificate and they pause for a
phot o.

Jesus gl ances off center and spots Lucia. They | ook at
deeply into each others eyes.

JESUS
.1 got to go.

Jesus drops everything and runs up to her.

They hug. The enbrace lasts a lifetime. Both facing an
uncertain future but all the pain and suffering was over.
For now. ..

Jesus opens his eyes and smil es.
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JESUS
Hey!

He escapes her enbrace and jogs to the other side of the
court.

He picks up a basketball and dribbles it awkwardly.

JESUS
Up for a gane?

Lucia laughs and rolls her eyes.

FADE QUT.
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