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FADE IN:

EXT. WILLKIE FARMER’S HOUSE - UNITED STATES - DAY (1960)
Big old house somewhere in the Midwest. Willkie Farmer a man in his early twenties exits home. His mother - CHARLOTTE - runs after him.
CHARLOTTE

Where are you going, son?
WILLKIE

Ma, I'm not a small boy anymore,

don’t ask me where to? It’s time

for me to do a real man's job!
CHARLOTTE

Well, you can look after cattle

here, it’s a man’s job.
WILLKIE

(after a pause)

I’ll drop you a line, ma. Don’t

worry about me.
WILLKIE turns and walks away down the dusty road.
INT. BAR OWL - UNITED STATES - NIGHT (1960)
WILLKIE sits in a bar next to a middle-aged COWBOY, who sips his beer slowly. The man has a big SCAR on his left cheek. After a glass of beer COWBOY turns his swarthy face to WILLKIE and looks at him with his piercing gray hawk-like eyes. COWBOY wipes his mouth with a sleeve.
2.

COWBOY

Whiskey?
WILLKIE

(readily)

I wouldn’t mind.
COWBOY nods to the bartender. He pours the men two glasses of spirits.

COWBOY

Where are you going, son... if it’s

not a secret?
WILLKIE

Looking for job!

COWBOY

What kind of job?
WILLKIE

One that pays money.
At this moment a doorway in the bar opens wide and THREE GENTLEMEN in suits enter.

COWBOY slowly puts his right hand under the table.
The GENTLEMEN say something to one of the men in the bar and leave.

COWBOY follows them with his eyes, then turns to WILLKIE.
COWBOY

I might have a job for you, son.
WILLKIE

What do I do?

COWBOY

What I tell you to.

3.
WILLKIE

Nope! That will not do. Tell me

what’s the job or I won’t go for it.

COWBOY

As you wish! (long beat) But I pay

with pure gold!
COWBOY takes out a little leather bag from his pocket and throws it on the table in front of WILLKIE. A handful of golden sand dusted on the top.
Looking at the bag, WILLKIE mutters something unintelligible. Seeing what a strong impression the gold has made on his new companion COWBOY grunts with satisfaction.

At this moment THREE MEN in suits enter the bar again. While WILLKIE weights the little bag in his hand, they approach him and the cowboy.

FIRST MAN IN SUIT

Texas Police! Nick Gordon, follow us.
The MAN in SUIT grabs the leather bag from Willkie’s hands.
FIRST MAN IN SUIT (CONT’D)

Heavy.
COWBOY takes out his colt.

COWBOY

It’s not yours.
4.

THE FIRST MAN throws the bag on the table and steps backwards.

FIRST MAN IN SUIT

(quietly)

You're dead!
COWBOY

Can I see you warrant, officers?
FIRST MAN IN SUIT

Here it is.
He hits COWBOY’S hand with the gun. The fight starts.
EXT. BAR – CONTINUOUS
COWBOY and WILLKIE run fast away from the bar.
BANG.
One of the bullets swishes over WILLKIE’s head. The second one reaches COWBOY.

He screams with pain.
WILLKIE catches up and drags him to the car.
The three men chase them.

WILLKIE jumps in the car and darts off.
5.
INT. COWBOY’S CAR - NIGHT (SEVERAL HOURS LATER)
COWBOY breaths with difficulty.

WILLKIE

Who were those guys? They were not

from the police, right?
COWBOY shakes his head.
WILLKIE (CONT’D)

We need to treat your wound.
He tries to lift COWBOY, but he wheezes and moans. WILLKIE puts him back down.

COWBOY

In my right pocket.
COWBOY glances at his jacket.
COWBOY

Take it ... there, in the right pocket.

6.

WILLKIE unbuttons the pocket and takes out a folded white envelope.

COWBOY (CONT’D)

It does not have a name on it, the

name of the owner of the land and

the gold mine. Write you name,

son... Go to Los Angeles, you need

to go to Gold Star, find Richard

Taylor and show him this paper.

COWBOY coughs.
COWBOY (CONT’D)

But there is more, son. There is

more. There is a place in Russia

where there are sand dunes of

gold...
COWBOY chocks and falls silent.
For some time WILLKIE keeps looking at the dead man. Then he folds the envelope and puts it in his shirt pocket.

INT. ARTEMIEV’S OFFICE - GEOLOGY INSTITUTE - MODERN RUSSIA – DAY

INSERT SHOT - OLD YELLOW PAGES OF THE NOTEBOOK.
7.

Diary of a Convict:
V.O. LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA
March 1966. I just now realized how stupid it was! I do not even know his name. He said that he was an American journalist and writes essays on the Russian nature. I called him a Yankee as a joke. It seemed he wasn’t offended. So I called him Jan - for short. My boy - he has his eyes.
ARTEMIEVA’S HAND TURNS PAGE AFTER PAGE.
September 1966. I nearly went mad with grief when my son was taken away from me.
November 1967. My son is one year and two months! How is he there? How does he look now?
August 1968. It's him! Damn, Jan! I recognized him immediately. What the hell is he doing here in the prison? How did he get here? And this woman with him - very well dressed. No, I'm not jealous!
August 1968. I was allowed a meeting with Jan! But what to tell him? That our son was taken away from me.
August 1968. I'm afraid. It is possible that the risk would cost me even longer, if not eternal separation from my dear son!

August. In 1968. I ran away from camp with Jan!
BACK TO SCENE
ARTEMIEV closes the diary.
8.

INT. CLASS ROOM - GEOLOGY INSTITUTE - MODERN RUSSIA – DAY

NICHOLAY YURSKY a twenty-five year old lecturer stands in front of his students.
YURSKY

I have good news for you guys, the

expedition was approved.
Students get excited.

7.

YURSKY

So have you decided who is going?
KOVALEV - a well-built guy with small black eyes, stands up.
KOVALEV

Yes. I'll go, Misha Samokhvalov and

Nastya Barsukova!
STUDENT 1

Nicholay Nickolaevich, is it true

that the place where you are going

...well, it does not exist?
STUDENT 2

And there is no gold there.
KOVALEV

There are mountains of gold there.
STUDENT 2

How do you know?

9.

STUDENT 1

So when do you sail away to Kolyma?
YURSKY

First of all, it’s not Kolyma, second
of all it’s not all about gold.
NASTYA

Who else is going?
The CLASS turns to her. NASTYA - a beautiful young girl with big brown eyes - looks at YURSKY - smiling.
YURSKY

Artemiev - the head of the expedition
and I.
Students begin to shout GOLD. GOLD. GOLD.
KNOCKING AT THE DOOR.
It is ARTEMIEV.
ARTEMIEV

Do you have a minute?
10.

YURSKY

All right, the class is over for today.
You can go. 
Students leave.
ARTEMIEV

I’ve been told you want to see me.
YURSKY

Severkov moused out something.
ARTEMIEV

OK, we will show them the smallest

deposit. Especially since the mines

are located so close to each other.

Only you and I know about the Rapid

River.
YURSKY

Severkov requested a preliminary

assay, which I made, but then the

data is now incorrect, if we show

only the smallest deposit.

In addition, you know, the rumors

will spread if there will be less

gold than expected, meaning that

someone has appropriated it. They

will send inspectors. You

understand what I mean?
ARTEMIEV

Here is a map. Show it to this man

from the top - Elkin. Tell him it’s

(MORE)

11.
ARTEMIEV (CONT'D)

just a copy and I have the original.
You made a duplicate, when you
went to explore with me, and you 

do not know how to find it.

ARTEMIEV hands YURSKY a piece of paper.
ARTEMIEV

By the way, we have new people on

our team. Guess who? Kovalev.

YURSKY

I know. I was surprised myself.
ARTEMIEV

Severkov told me to take him with us.

EXT. VILLAGE ROAD - RUSSIA - LATE EVENING.

A luxurious SUV drives down a dusty road at a full speed.
ERNEST KOVALEV - is in the front seat on the passenger side.
Behind the wheel - GARIK, a roguish type of person.
In the back seat - NASTYA, MISHA SAMOCHVALOV AND ELKIN.

The SUV is followed by Artemiev’s old car.

Abruptly the SUV stops in front of the impregnable walls of a dark wood.

12.

Geologists gets out.

ARTEMIEV

Let’s halt. We will leave tomorrow

morning.
They make a fire and eat a canned dinner. YURSKY pitches a tent.
KOVALEV

Garik and I will sleep in the car.
ARTEMIEV

Let’s decide who’s going to be on

duty tonight.
KOVALEV

Yursky. Look, he’s not tired.
NASTYA

I will replace him after two hours.
KOVALEV gives her an angry look.
YURSKY returns to the fire and, taking a can with meat, sits

opposite NASTYA. They look at each other for sometime. NASTYA

smiles. YURSKY withdraws his eyes.

13.

INT. ARTEMIEV’S TENT - NIGHT.
ARTEMIEV continues reading a mysterious diary of a convict.

FLASHBACK:
INT. CONCENTRATION CAMP - RUSSIA - AUGUST 1968 – DAY

V.O. LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA

Everything happened so fast that I really did
not realize anything. This woman who came
along with Jan suddenly came into the kitchen

where I was cooking ...
An elegantly dressed WOMAN enters a dirty kitchen where another woman - LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA - stands near an oven.

The WOMAN hurriedly slips off something like a hunting suit of a dark green color. Women exchange dresses.
WOMAN

Go!
LIUBOV hesitates for a moment, looking at another WOMAN who, now in prisoner’s dress, looks very similar to herself.

Women hug each other briefly and LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA darts out of the kitchen.

14.

EXT. CONCENTRATION CAMP YARD – CONTINUOUS
In the courtyard of the camp Jan waits for LUIBOV. We recognize WILLKIE FARMER in Jan. He talks to a PRISON GUARD.
When men see LUIBOV, the GUARD opens the huge heavy gate.
LIUBOV approaches the men, pretending to be as relaxed as possible. Jan takes her hand and they exit the prison.
CUT TO:
JAN AND LIUBOV STRUGGLE MOVING THROUGH TAIGA.
V.O. LUIBOV ARTEMIEVA

Taking the loads of provisions and sleeping bags,
we have fled in an unknown direction, walking
day and night. But sooner or later they will

discover that prisoner number 207 has escaped.

JAN AND LIUBOV COME UP TO THE DRY RIVER BED.
Above them is a cliff; one branch leads directly below the mountain range, forming a natural arch. They proceed to the pass and go through the mountains.
15.

V.O. LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA

We found ourselves in a fantastic location!
LIUBOV and JAN carefully examine the place where they come to. There is a big LAKE with crystal blue water.
V.O. LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA

What we found here cannot be described.
Soon the water will strike its way back here,

destroying the dam of ice in the mountains.
It will close access to the blue lake forever.
This is my last record. Good buy, diary.
BACK TO:
EXT. FOREST - NEXT DAY
The expedition comes out on one of the gold deposits, marked

on the map.
ARTEMIEV

Here.
Gentle slopes of pine and spruce surround the group.
YURSKY walks up to the nearest mountain, and with a single blow chips off a piece of ore. He puts it on his palm to show the others.

16.

GARIK

Boss, and we dragged ourselves to

this goddamn shithole to find this.

It’s worth less than the diesel we’ve 
used to come here.

KOVALEV

Where’s the other bed.
YURSKY

What other bed?
Suddenly KOVALEV takes out a pistol. Geologists exchange frightened glances.
ARTEMIEV pulls himself together.
ARTEMIEV

Put this thing down. All right?

Look ...
He takes out the map.
ARTEMIEV (CONT'D)

Right here - we are here! Here next

to us are two more beds!
KOVALEV

Your map is a fake!
ARTEMIEV

No, it’s not
17.

KOVALEV

No, Garik.
GARIK takes out a gun and points it at geologists.
KOVALEV (CONT’D)

Let’s see.

NASTYA

Bastards!
KOVALEV turns around. Geologists all freeze.
Suddenly BANG.
To everybody’s horror MISHA SAMOCHVALOV falls on the ground and moans.
KOVALEV, surprised himself, looks at MISHA. But then he roars.
KOVALEV

From now on you do what I tell you

to do. If, you,

(turns to Artemiev)

Don’t take me to the real bed, I

will kill all of you.
Not paying attention to Kovalev, NASTYA rushes to MISHA, who’s shoulder is bleeding. She reaches for her rucksack and takes out a first aid kit. She bandages MISHA’s arm.
18.

YURSKY

We need to get back.
KOVALEV

Nobody’s going back until I get my

gold.
YURSKY

The guy will simply bleed to death

if not immediately rushed to the

mainland. Do you want him dead?

ARTEMIEV

If we go with no sleep or rest, then it
will take us no more than one and a
half days, maximum - two!

Let the guys carry him to the mainland
and I’ll take you to the gold bed.
KOVALEV

Do not even dream about it!
EXT. TAIGA – DAY
ELKIN  and  YURSKY  carry  wounded  SAMOCHVALOV  on  a self-made

stretcher.
They take turns with ARTEMIEV and GARIK every now and then and have a rest.

Samokhvalov groans and moans loudly.

19.

KOVALEV

Shut up! We’ve already spent too

much water on you and treatment of

your wounds.
NASTYA

Isn’t it obvious that Misha is barely
alive? The bandage is all red with
blood. People need rest.
KOVALEV

(hesitates)

Halt!

YURSKY

Could not resist it, Kovalev?
KOVALEV

Shut up or I’ll shoot you like a dog!
YURSKY

Come on, shoot.
KOVALEV

You are in my power and I can do

what I want to. Once we arrive at

the Rapid River, I will be pleased

to make a hole in your academic

head.

(to Garik)

Tie them up together.
GARIK

But, Boss where do I get a rope?
KOVALEV

In the shop ... go and buy one!
20.

GARIK

Boss, I'm serious.
KOVALEV

I'm not kidding! (beat) Am I to teach
you everything! .. Stretch silk ribbons
of the tent!
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - EVENING.
GEOLOGISTS lie on the damp grass twisted like earthworms.

GARIK glances at KOVALEV, looking for approval.
KOVALEV

(irritably)

What do you want?
GARIK

What to do with him?
Kovalev comes close to Misha Samokhvalov who shows no signs of life.

KOVALEV

This shit - I don’t want to waste

rope on him!
21.

KOVALEV touches MISHA’S shoulder.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - NEXT DAY
GEOLOGISTS still tied up, lie on the ground suffering from a terrible noon heat.
ELKIN

Water!
KOVALEV nods to GARIK, and the later runs to the river to scoop up some water.

He returns to the camp with flasks full.
KOVALEV takes one of the flasks, unscrews the cap and drinks slowly, water dripping down on his chest.

ARTEMIEV

Drink!
KOVALEV

Water is now worth its weight in gold!
The deal must be fair, on equal terms.

GARIK approaches ELKIN.
22.

GARIK

Boss, the old man seems to have

lost consciousness, and the girl -

she is green and moans!
YURSKY

At least give water to Misha and

Nastya.
KOVALEV nods reluctantly at GARIK.
GARIK

(giving Misha to drink)

Come on. Here. Let’s look at your

wound! If you need a fresh bandage

...
GARIK bares MISHA’s shoulder
GARIK (CONT’D)

Hey! And where's your famous wound?

GARIK checks the shoulder.
EXTREME CLOSE-UP. A SMALL SCRATCH.
GARIK looks puzzled at the red bandage and smells it.
23.

GARIK

It’s lipstick! Boss!
GARIK hits MISHA in the face.
Kovalev grabs his wrist.
KOVALEV

Quiet! Here I am - the boss!
Loud curses awake the GEOLOGISTS. Silently, they watch with horror what is happening.
KOVALEV

Well, want to play with me! Let’s

play by the rules! My rules!
KOVALEV approaches MISHA, puts the gun against his bare shoulder.

Geologists freeze, preparing for the worst.

MISHA groans loudly, as if the gun has already fired and the bullet pierced right through him.
24.

NASTYA

Ernest, I beg you! No, no ...
O.S.

Drop the gun! Or I’ll make a hole

in your head larger than your open

mouth!
KOVALEV puts his gun down and slowly turns.
NASTYA

Dad.
NASTYA’S FATHER - BARSUKOV - stands with a gun in his hands.
BARSUKOV

(to Garik)

Untie them, NOW.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – NIGHT
KOVALEV and GARIK have exchanged places with geologists. Now they are tied up.

GEOLOGISTS sit around the fire.
25.

YURSKY

So what now?
ARTEMIEV

I think the sooner we go back, the

better ... for everyone!
YURSKY

So, all in vein?
ELKIN

(to Artemiev)

At the end of the day, it is your fault
that we are in trouble! You played
with loaded dice from the beginning!

ARTEMIEV

Bullshit! The only thing I care about
is our well-being!
ELKIN

Sure!
YURSKY

What will we tell Severkov when we

get back? He is more likely to believe
Kovalev. In fact, I’m sure Ernest will
say that we threatened him with a
weapon.
GEOLOGISTS fall silent.
ARTEMIEV

The bed is located behind the high

mountain ranges in the Green Valley.
26.
ARTEMIEV (CONT’D)

I've been there more than once. But to get
there, we need to climb up, we need ropes.

BARSUKOV

Is there any other way to get into this
green valley?

ELKIN

I hope you have a plan and climbing

equipment.

ARTEMIEV looks confused.

ELKIN grabs his rucksack and starts to unpack it. He takes out a whole arsenal of climbing supplies.

YURSKY

What is this? Why do you have all

this with you?

ELKIN

When I was young I was fond of climbing.
Here, I took it just in case!

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - MOUNTAIN – MORNING

In alpinist boots, with a rope over his shoulder, a hammer and a locking ring in his pocket, ELKIN glances at the vertical wall, and without saying a word begins to climb.

27.

ARTEMIEV

My turn. Release the rope!

ARTEMIEV tightens the rope around his waist.

ELKIN pulls the rope without much effort and continues climbing with great skill.

Very soon ARTEMIEV almost catches up with ELKIN, but one careless move and he slips.

ELKIN

Hand! Give me you hand!

ELKIN pulls ARTEMIEV back.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - GEOLOGISTS CAMP – DAY

MISHA approaches the prisoners. KOVALEV and GARIK sit under the shady canopy of a mighty pine tree, leaning against its trunk.

GARIK

Come on, quicker. Untie the rope,

until these bastards return.

28.

MISHA hesitates.

KOVALEV

Come on.

MISHA

Maybe I’ve changed my mind.

GARIK

What do you mean, changed your

mind?

KOVALEV

Mishok, don’t be a fool! Untie us

immediately!

MISHA

I will not until you promise me

something.

KOVALEV

What do you want?

MISHA

The gold! I want my share of gold.

MISHA’s eyes glisten greedily.

KOVALEV

What do you need the gold for?

MISHA

We will find an application for it!

29.
KOVALEV

Deal.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – DAY

A group of people appear at the top of a high hill. A Green Beautiful Valley lies at the bottom.

The group moves down. It is NASTYA, YURSKY, MISHA and BARSUKOV.

Behind them - KOVALEV with a gun and GARIK.

NASTYA

Oh my God! I have never seen such a

fabulous place!

BLUE CRYSTAL LAKE lies in front of them.

When GEOLOGISTS approach the lake they see the golden sands.

GARIK

Boss! We are rich!!!

Forgetting all caution, like a man possessed, GARIK runs to the shore and throws himself in the sand.
30.

He stuffs his pockets with gold, bathes in it, while GEOLOGISTS stand watching him.

MISHA grabs a handful of sand and puts it in his pocket.

Then YURSKY gets a handful of sand, NASTYA approaches him. They smile at each other. She puts a hand on his shoulder and he embraces her.

Suddenly they hear a voice.

GARIK

Help! Help me!

Everybody turns towards the scream and see GARIK. His face expressing a terrible fear, as his body is sinking into the sand.

GEOLOGISTS freeze.

GARIK

Boss, help! Mama! Help! Give me your hand!

GEOLOGISTS’ feet start sinking too.

YURSKY

(shouting)

Back! Everybody move back!
31.

GARIK disappears under the sand.

EXT. GREEN VALLEY - RUSSIA – NOON

The sun shines fiercely. KOVALEV takes a flask for a drink of water, but it is empty.

KOVALEV

Does anybody have water?

NASTYA

I don’t.

YURSKY nods.

KOVALEV

Does anybody?

MISHA takes out his flask but it is empty too.

KOVALEV

Somebody has to go and get some

water.

32.

Everybody keeps silent. Then Yursky stands up.

YURSKY

I’ll go.

NASTYA

But this is a suicide! The sand ...

YURSKY

(interrupts)

Do we have a choice?

NASTYA

Be careful!

KOVALEV sniffs scornfully.

YURSKY heads to the lake. But from the outset his legs begin to get bogged down in the sand.

BARSUKOV

Nikolasha, lie on your stomach!

The sand slowly envelops YURSKY. Instead of moving forward,

he pushes away from the swell with both hands and feet.

33.

Then he rolls over on his stomach, again and again.

After resting YURSKY creeps another several yards, gradually approaching the lake. He repeatedly changes direction, rolling from side to side, until finally he reaches the place where the beach ends abruptly at the water.

But at this moment under the weight of his body he suddenly begins to crawl to solid the ground.

In extreme anxiety GEOLOGISTS watch YURSKY.

NASTYA

Oh, no!

YURSKY gets to the water and disappears under it.

But suddenly BARSUKOV screams.

BARSUKOV

Look, it’s him! He won! He is

alive!

People point at the lake, clapping, laughing.

Rhythmically waving his hands, YURSKY immerses in water.

Noticing the great enthusiasm of geologists, who welcome his victory over quicksand, YURSKY makes a sign, waving his hand.
34.

EXT. GREEN VALLEY - LAKE – DAY

Swimming along the coast, YURSKY ABRUPTLY changes his course.

Now he makes his way to where the coastal slope is covered with stones, so that he can get out and seek help.

But suddenly a rapid flow picks YURSKY up, and carries him against his will to the opposite side.

EXT. GREEN VALLEY – DAY

KOVALEV

Empty your backpacks and then fill

them with golden sand. Move!

NASTYA

But we will sink!

KOVALEV

Do what I say.

GEOLOGISTS have nothing else to do but fill their rucksacks with precious metal.

Slowly and carefully they fill the bags and move away from the sands.

When they get out of the Valley, KOVALEV roars to MISHA.

35.

KOVALEV

Tie them up.

MISHA

All of them?

KOVALEV

All.

MISHA ties up GEOLOGISTS.

BARSUKOV

You sold yourself.

MISHA pretends not to hear.

KOVALEV turns and walks into the wood. When MISHA finishes tieing, he grabs one backpack and runs away.

EXT. GREEN VALLEY - RIVER – DAY

YURSKY gets ashore. Tired and exhausted he falls asleep right on the stone.

36.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – EVENING

MISHA runs non-stop. He struggles to make his way through the dark wood. Although he is far away, he constantly looks back, checking for the chase. Sometimes he suddenly stops moving and freezes on the spot trying to hear something.

Suddenly he hears something that looks like a distant drumbeat. They then fall silent, then resume again.

MISHA walks and walks, paying no attention to fatigue, and the distance between him and the Rapid River.

Suddenly a loud sound of breaking branches. It is a large bear.

MISHA freezes. The bear heads towards him.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – MORNING

The first ray of sunlight slides over the Green Valley.

GEOLOGIST lie on the ground tied up.

BARSUKOV

Well, are we going die here?

NASTYA

Don’t be so gloomy!

ELKIN

First of all, we need to break free

from the shackles!

37.

NASTYA

What if we try to untie the knots

with our teeth?
ELKIN

(in despair)

Oh, my God, I can’t feel my hands!
He starts coughing.
Without saying a word, NASTYA leans close to ELKIN, who is lying on his side between her and Barsukov, and pulls a tight knot with her teeth.
ELKIN

(howling)

Ay-ay-ay!
NASTYA

Sorry! Excuse me, for God's sake!
KOVALEV appears, proceeds to the mountain, and fixes a metal ring in the rock.
BARSUKOV

Immediately untie us!
NASTYA

We will die here without water and

food.
38.

But KOVALEV does not listen to his captives. He pulls hard on the rope, lifting up somebody, who, apparently, has tied the rope around their waists at the opposite end.

TWO BIG GUYS - BARREL-CHEST and FIG-CRUMB climb up. They look

very much like bandits.
BARREL-CHEST

It’s cool here. Nature and all that stuff.

KOVALEV

You are here not enjoy nature and

all the stuff. Move.
BARREL-CHEST and FIG-CRUMB stride toward the captives, who lie motionless exhausted by heat, sun and lack of water.
KOVALEV (CONT’D)

Wait a minute! First, check whether anybody
died. Perhaps we don’t need to spend that
much gunpowder.
BARREL-CHEST

The girl is still alive. Pretty chick. Give 
her to us. 
He grins.

KOVALEV looks uneasy, but does not say a word when BARRELCHEST

picks NASTYA up and heads to the nearest ledge.
39.

FIG-CRUMB follows. Soon they disappear behind the ledge. From there we could hear the bandits.
BARREL-CHEST O.S.

I am first!
FIG-CRUMB

No, I am!
BANG. BANG.
The bullet ricochets from a rock, nearly misses the head of FIG-CRUMB.

KOVALEV holds a gun pointed at his accomplices.
KOVALEV

Get your hands off her.
BARREL-CHEST

What the fuck ... boss ...
KOVALEV

I ain’t gonna repeat twice. Leave

the girl.
KOVALEV arrogantly looks at NASTYA who is unconscious.
40.

KOVALEV

We gotta go. Leave them here. Cut

the ropes, let it look like an accident.

EXT. RAPID RIVER - RUSSIAN TAIGA – MORNING

First rays of the morning sun touch YURSKY’s face. He wakes up and rises.

He is standing on a big stone, scarcely rising above the water. Through the morning mist, we can barely see the surroundings with several similar stones, which make a kind of road to the shore.
YURSKY jumps from one stone to another. He reaches land and comes up to a low mountain. He climbs up. He stops from time to time to catch his breath. The sun burns mercilessly and YURSKY sighs with relief when he finally goes down the hill and under the cool shade of trees and up to the Rapid River.
Instead of turbulent flow, YURSKY finds only a poor stream.

YURSKY

It can’t be true! There must be a river
here. Artemiev was right, there is another
path.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – MORNING
NASTYA wakes up because of a sharp pain in her chest. She opens here eyes and presses a hand against her chest, and moans.

41.

She struggles to move. She raises her head and sees that all her clothes are torn to shreds.
NASTYA is on the rocks almost naked.
She huddles with a groan, trembling with shame and anger.
It takes all her strength to lean back against the sharp stones, causing considerable pain, but it helps her to sit down. Finally she gets up. For some time she stands motionless, unable to make a single step.
Making a short pause after each step, NASTYA slowly comes out from behind a rock ledge and goes to where her father and ELKIN lie.
Dragging her feet and walking unsteadily, she finally comes close to the edge of a precipice where the two men are. She comes close to the edge and looks down in despair as if deciding whether to finish it all now or keep going.

NASTYA falls to her knees near the men.
NASTYA

Dad.
She falls unconscious.

INT. MOSCOW AIRPORT - RUSSIA – DAY
SEVERKOV - a middle aged rector of the Geology Institute - waits in an arrival hall. He waives to somebody. A woman approaches him. We see her from the back.
SEVERKOV

Jane Smith?
42.

JANE SMITH

(in Russian, without accent)

Good day.
Now we see JANE SMITH - it is LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA - but several decades older.
SEVERKOV

Our car is waiting. We are leaving

for Rapid River tonight.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - SEVERKOV’S GROUP - EVENING.
A group of THREE people make their way through thick woods. It is SEVERKOV, JANE SMITH and KRASNOGUBOV.
They halt. SEVERKOV and KRASNOGUBOV pitch a tent, while JANE goes to gather wood. She returns and they and make a fire.
SEVERKOV

It takes you ages. Are you OK?
JANE SMITH

My foot is sore.

SEVERKOV

I thought, maybe you’ve decided to

leave us here.
JANE SMITH

You don’t trust me.
43.

SEVERKOV

I trust nobody. I know people too

well.

JANE SMITH

(sarcastically)

I am here against my will, but we

have a deal. It is all that matters.

SEVERKOV hems.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - KOVALEV’S GROUP – MORNING

KOVALEV and his bandits return to the place where they left the captives. But they are gone.
KOVALEV is shocked.
BARREL-CHEST

What the hell? Aren’t they dead?
FIG-CRUMB

Shithead. Dead can’t walk. It means 
they are not dead.

BARREL-CHEST

Boss, I don’t like it. I don’t like it at all.

KOVALEV

They could not have gone too far!

We split into two groups and FIND THEM!

44.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - SEVERKOV’S GROUP – DAY

The group of three walk without rest up the hill, down the hill.

JANE SMITH

(surprised)

Look here!
Her companions come closer. There at their feet is quite a thick layer of ash from an extinguished fire.
KRASNOGUBOV

It seems someone has been here

before us!
JANE kneels down and touches the ashes.
JANE SMITH

Still warm! Who could it be?
JANE looks at SEVERKOV.
But he just shrugs his shoulders.
SEVERKOV

People.
45.

KRASNOGUBOV

The village is too far away from here.
People don’t just walk in taiga.

JANE SMITH

Do you want to tell me something?
SEVERKOV

Like what?
JANE SMITH

I don’t know?
SEVERKOV

Listen. You take me there. I help you
to find your son. That is the deal. I keep
my promise, you keep yours.

JANE rises.
JANE SMITH

Let’s go then. It’s still a long way to go.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – EVENING
SEVERKOV and his group walk through the forest. It is getting darker. Suddenly they hear a CRACK O.S.
They freeze. Silence. But when they are ready to continue their way, they hear the CRACK again.

A group of TWO MEN appear from the woods. It is KOVALEV’s bandits.

46.
BARREL-CHEST

Freeze.
He takes out the gun.
SEVERKOV

Don’t shoot. I am Severkov.
BARREL-CHEST

So what?
BARREL-CHEST looks suspiciously at the rector.
SEVERKOV

I am the boss here. You work for me.
BARREL-CHEST

Really?
KOVALEV comes out of the woods.
KOVALEV

(to Barrel-chest)

Put the gun down. They are with us.
47.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – NIGHT
A BEAR slowly approaches GEOLOGISTS. IT is followed by a MAN with deep scars on his face - TAEZHNIK - taiga dweller.

The BEAR comes close to NASTYA and licks her cheek.
Slowly and clumsily it turns and walks away from her.
TAEZHNIK follows the bear to a nearby rocky ledge where bodies of two men lie.

TAEZHNIK checks the pulse of each of them.
CUT TO:
EXT. TAEZHNIK’S HUT - NIGHT (SEVERAL HOURS LATER)
TAEZHNIK and the BEAR both come up to an old wooden house hidden in the woods. The BEAR carries a woman on his back. It is NASTYA.
TAEZHNIK carefully takes the girl and carries her into the hut. After several seconds he exits and disappears in the dark together with the BEAR.
INT. TAEZHNIK’S HUT – DAWN
TAEZHNIK takes care of the three people - NASTYA, BARSUKOV, ELKIN.

He applies compresses. Give them herbal drinks.
They moan and rave in their sleep in fever.
CUT TO:
48.

INT. TAEZHNIK’S HUT – DAY
GEOLOGISTS wake up.
TAEZHNIK feeds them from a spoon.

TAEZHNIK

(speaking grammatically

incorrect)

Need eat. Good. Good.
CUT TO:

INT. TAEZHNIK’S HUT - FOLLOWING EVENING
GEOLOGISTS feel better. They sit on their beds, talking.
BARSUKOV

What are we going to do now?
NASTYA looks at her father with anxiety.
ELKIN

I think our position is very funny.
BARSUKOV

Personally, I find nothing funny here!
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GEOLOGISTS keep silent for sometime.

BARSUKOV

Let's discuss our situation seriously!

BARSUKOV gets up and seats on the only available stool in the hut.
BARSUKOV

Now each of us is outside the law!

It is a fact.
NASTYA

But why?
BARSUKOV

Kovalev - they will believe him, not us,
when he declares that we deliberately
confused the tracks that led into the
green valley that it was still a white spot
on the map ...
NASTYA

But what do we gain from it?
For a moment, silence takes the reigns in the wooden house. Nobody knows what to answer to such an obvious question.
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EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – DAY
SEVERKOV and his GROUP sit around the campfire, listening to the bubbling pot of water.
FIG-CRUMB

Boss, tea is ready!
He pours boiling water into a pot with a packet of tea.
The rector drinks the tea taking small sips.

JANE SMITH

What are we waiting for?
SEVERKOV does not answer.
JANE goes pale with rage.

JANE SMITH

Where is my son?
With an evil grin Severkov looks at the woman.
51.

SEVERKOV

I will tell you when you bring us to the
Rapid River.
JANE SMITH

But I’ve taken you to the Rapid River.
Here is Rapid River. You are a bastard.

SEVERKOV

Look after her!
BARREL-CHEST

(approaching Jane)

Get up, bitch!
He grabs her arm and sharply pulls her over.
Suddenly JANE loses her balance and falls face down.
BARREL-CHEST drags her to the nearest pine, not paying any attention to the desperate cries of the poor woman.

JANE SMITH

Leave me alone! What are you doing! 
Help!

FIG-CRUMB follows his accomplice. They soon disappear behind the tree trunks.
SEVERKOV

Tell your thugs. I didn’t mean this. Too
much screaming. Calm them down.

52.

KOVALEV

(with a malicious irony)

Calm down, you say? You try to do

it yourself.
SEVERKOV

How dare you, boy!
KRASNOGUBOV suddenly rises and walks in the direction of the creams.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – CONTINUOUS
JANE, curled up, lies on the ground.
Even in the dense shade of pine trees we can see that her whole face is completely covered with bruises and blood.
BARREL-CHEST and FIG-CRUMB stand above her.
KRASNOGUBOV

Hey!
BANDITS turn.
BARREL-CHEST

What do you want, jerk?
53.

Right at this moment there is a loud crash of breaking branches of the bush and a thunderous roar.
A huge BEAR stands ramping, walking straight towards them.
BANDITS move backwards and then run away.
Not paying attention to Krasnogubov, the BEAR turns its face towards JANE. It comes close and sniffs her.
Then, as if not trusting its senses, tries it a second time, and then reluctantly walks away back to where it suddenly appeared from.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – SIMULTANEOUSLY
Hearing a roar somewhere nearby SEVERKOV and KOVALEV look alert.

Soon they see BARREL-CHEST and FIG-CRUMB running out of the woods shouting with all their might.
BARREL-CHEST

Bear!!!
SEVERKOV and KOVALEV jump up.

BARREL-CHEST

(breathing hard and choking)

We must hurry, boss! Let’s get out!
54.

ELKIN

Where is Jane?
His appearance is so unexpected that everybody winces.
When they turn they see ELKIN with a gun pointed at them.
ELKIN

Where is Jane?
SEVERKOV

How do you know about Jane?
ELKIN

Not your business. Where is she?
KOVALEV

We don’t know. She is not here.
ELKIN

If something happened to her...
SEVERKOV

She got lost ... probably ...she went 
to get water. She will be back soon.
I don’t know why you are so interested
in this woman and how do you know
her, but I suggest to meet up here
in one hour. She will be back by 
then.
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EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – CONTINUOUS
KRASNOGUBOV carefully lifts the poor woman in his arms.
It is extremely hot and he is wet with sweat.
Krasnogubov tries, as gently as possible to walk, so as not to attract attention.

JANE SMITH gently moans in a trance, so KRASNOGUBOV quickens his pace.

KRASNOGUBOV makes his way to a swift running stream of water to wash the blood off JANE’s face.

KRASNOGUBOV

Well, here we are!
Putting down the woman on the grass, KRASNOGUBOV pulls off his own jacket, stretches it and moves JANE gently on it.
He goes to the river, and soaks his scarf in the water.
Upon returning he bends over her and puts the wet scarf on her forehead, then touches her cheeks.

He does it again and again until the scarf is completely red with blood.

Taking out a flask with alcohol from his pocket he treats JANE’s wounds. At the same time Jane starts breathing faster.
JANE SMITH

Water!
56.

KRASNOGUBOV hurriedly hands JANE his other flask.
She drinks greedily.

JANE SMITH (CONT’D)

(quietly)

Where am I?
KRASNOGUBOV

At the Rapid River.
JANE SMITH

What happened?
KRASNOGUBOV

Quiet, quiet! Do not worry, it’s all right
now.
He takes a little bottle of a drug from his pocket.
KRASNOGUBOV

Here, drink it. It is prepared with honey,
plants and herbs.
But she does not drink, she falls asleep.
57.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - RAPID RIVER – MORNING

Krasnogubov awakens in the morning, when it is still dark.

JANE is lying next to him crying.
KRASNOGUBOV

(anxiously)

What is it?

Curled up and clutching her mouth, JANE lies on the grass. Her whole body shakes as if in convulsions.

KRASNOGUBOV

Come on, it’s all right now. Are you in
pain?... Are you all right?
Without answering, Jane Smith drops her head on his chest.
KRASNOGUBOV

Go back to sleep. You need rest.
58.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - RAPID RIVER – DAY

Krasnogubov wakes up. He sits and looks around. JANE is gone.

He jumps up and runs to the river. Carefully examining the place of lodging, he notices something.
INSERT SHOT
Barely visible trail that led to the opposite side of the river.

BACK TO SCENE
Increasingly anxious about the fate of Jane Smith, and at the same time, berating her in his heart, he hurries on her trail.

KRASNOGUBOV

Damn woman.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - SEVERKOV’S GROUP – EVENING

SEVERKOV sits near the fire. KOVALEV and his BANDITS come out of the woods.

KOVALEV is angry.

FIG-CRUMB

She is gone!

59.

SEVERKOV

What do you mean by gone.
FIG-CRUMB

There is no body, no woman, and

Krasnogubov is gone too.
KOVALEV

(to Severkov)

So what are we going to tell this man.
It’s all your fault.
SVERKOV

First of all, whatever you say, son,
but we are now in the same boat.

We hear a CRACK. SEVERKOV turns to the sound. ELKIN appears.
He is pointing a gun at the men.
SEVERKOV

Good evening.

ELKIN

Where is Jane Smith?
SEVERKOV

Here she is.
He turns his head to the left. But there is no Jane there.
Only FIG-CRUMB with a gun.

60.

SEVERKOV (CONT'D)

(as if with regret)

Oh, no, it’s not her. There she is.
He turns to the right. But there stands BARREL-CHEST.
SEVERKOV (CONT’D)

We didn’t finish our conversation,

Mr ...
ELKIN

Elkin.
SEVERKOV makes a step towards him. Now the power is on his side.

SEVERKOV

Last time I asked you how do you

know about Jane? Why do you need

her?
ELKIN

I answered you - this is not your

damn business.

SEVERKOV

You are not Elkin. I know him. Who

are you, then?
ELKIN does not answer.
61.

SEVERKOV

Well, you leave me no choice.

He nods to the BANDITS.
BARREL-CHEST

Let’s check how much grey matter he

has in his head.
ARTEMIEV

I wouldn’t do it.
Everybody turns to ARTEMIEV. He stands with a gun in his hand pointed at SEVERKOV.
Suddenly ELKIN shouts.
ELKIN

Back, Jane, get back!
A female figure moves towards the men.
ELKIN

Jane, go back.

62.
He shoots in the air.
Tension is so great that BARREL-CHEST and FIG-CRUMB fire back.
Just at that moment, ELKIN loses his balance and falls down.

Bullets whistle over his head and hits FIG-CRUMB instead. He screams wildly.
Suddenly JANE falls down.
JANE SMITH

Oh, my God!
ARTEMIEV, who is the closest to Jane Smith darts off to catch her.
Frantically clinging to the clothes of the scientist, she throws her arms around his neck weakening.
JANE moans. Gathering the remnants of her forces, she raises her head with difficulty.
ClOSE-UP
JANE’s face.
JANE SMITH (CONT’D)

Who are you?
ARTEMIEV

I am Artemiev.
63.

O.S. ECHO
Artemiev, Artemiev, Artemiev!

JANE SMITH

Son ...
She falls unconscious.
ARTEMIEV looks carefully at the woman's face.
Tears gutter down his cheeks. He stares at the motionless body of a woman who might be his mother, overwhelmed by grief and hopelessness.
Right at this moment BARREL-CHEST hits ELKIN.
BARREL-CHEST

You'd better lie down, asshole! - Your
Jane is dead and you will follow.

ELKIN

(groans)

Jane! NO!
SEVERKOV

Stop! Enough dead bodies! Ernest,

do something with your men or we

will be in big trouble.
64.
Unexpectedly a giant man’s figure appear from the darkness. It is KRASNOGUBOV.
He looks for some time at the men and then at JANE.
KRASNOGUBOV

You killed her!
BARREL-CHEST pounces on KRASNOGUBOV.
KRASNOGUBOV

I’ll kill you, bastard!
KRASNOGUBOV’s steel hands grab BARREL-CHEST’s neck. ARRELCHEST collapses.
KRASNOGUBOV looks at KOVALEV.
KRASNOGUBOV

You are next.
KOVALEV

Don’t you dare. Severkov...

He takes out a gun.
65.

SEVERKOV

(arrogantly)

These suckers fully deserve a good

drubbing! Give me the gun.
KOVALEV hesitates.
SEVERKOV

We are not here to harm anybody. We

are hear to find our gold, remember.

KOVALEV hands him the weapon.
ELKIN is kneeling beside JANE. Tears fall from his eyes.
ELKIN

I'm sorry, Jane! I'm so sorry!
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – NIGHT
NASTYA, BARSUKOV and TAEZHNIK secretively watch over SEVERKOV’s group from a nearby pine.
RAIN starts.
CUT TO:
66.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - SEVERKOV’S GROUP – CONTINUOUS

A GROUP OF THREE MEN dressed in military uniforms surround geologists.
It is a group of SAHAR.
SAHAR

Everybody freeze. Put the guns down

and step aside.
GEOLOGISTS stop dead.

SAHAR

(to one of the soldiers)

Check their bags.
SOLDIER grabs geologists’ rucksacks.
SOLDIER

They are full of gold sand, colonel.

SAHAR

Take the bags and ...
SEVERKOV

You have no right! I am a rector of

the Geology Institute and this is an
official expedition ...
67.

One of the soldiers hit SEVERKOV with a buttstock.
SAHAR

I didn’t give you an order to speak.

Here the two soldiers push NASTYA, BARSUKOV, TAEZHNIK to the clearing.
SOLDIER #2

They were hiding in the forest.
He turns to leave. SOLDIERS aim at geologists.

SAHAR

(to soldiers)

Finish them off and take the bags.

You have fifteen minutes.
ARTEMIEV

Wait. There is more gold. SAHAR
stops and returns to the scene.
YURSKY

There is more gold, but you need to

know the route to get there. It’s

hidden. Let people go and I will

tell you where it is ...
68.

SAHAR

Do you think I’m a fool?
YURSKY

Let the others go and I will take you
there.
Now everybody turns to YURSKY who has appeared from nowhere.

YURSKY

Only I know how to get there, it is

hidden. You let everybody go and

you will have more gold. He looks 
at ARTEMIEV.
SAHAR

All right.

YURSKY

But we will need more people. I

need a team of my people.
SAHAR

OK. Take your people and we go.
YURSKY points at KOVALEV, SEVERKOV AND BARREL-CHEST.
YURSKY

They are going with us.
69.

KOVALEV

I’m not going anywhere.
SEVERKOV

Yursky, what are you doing?
YURSKY

We are leaving now, as soon as you

let the other people go.
NASTYA

No!
She tries to break away.

SAHAR nods his head and soldiers let geologists go.
A group made of YURSKY, SEVERKOV, KOVALEV, BARREL-CHEST, THREE SOLDIERS and SAHAR leave.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - EARLY MORNING
Overcoming the resistance of the river, KRASNOGUBOV walks in raving waters, carrying injured JANE.

ARTEMIEV, BARSUKOV, and NASTYA follow him.
They enter a tunnel, filled with water. Struggling through it, they are constantly overflown by river waves.
70.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - YURSKY GROUP – MORNING

Thick fog covers YURSKY and his group who make their way in taiga. KOVALEV, BARREL-CHEST and three guards walk besides him.
KOVALEV

(to Yursky)

Are you sure we are going in the

right direction?
YURSKY does not answer just continues walking.

KOVALEV

Aren’t we supposed to go to the

south-west of Rapid River?
YURSKY

There is a shorter way.

KOVALEV looks at YURSKY with suspicion.
KOVALEV

We are going to the north-east, it’s
been ah hour since we left Rapid
River.

MEN continue their way.

71.

KOVALEV

(short for breath)

No worry about the girl. I’ll take care
of her.
They move on, more and more away from the goal. YURSKY taking them the wrong way to save his friends.
They finally come to the high hill, where below is the lake.
KOVALEV

Familiar landscapes! You took us to

the wrong place ... Stop!
MEN stop. KOVALEV whispers something to BARREL-CHEST. He nods.
Suddenly BARREL-CHEST walks up to YURSKY and takes his hand.
YURSKY

What do you want?
BARREL-CHEST

Let me tell your fortune!
Pulling a pistol from his belt, BARREL-CHEST shoots at the center of the palm of the scientist.
72.

Rumbled shot.

A loud cry. YURSKY falls.
Rolling on the ground, he presses his mutilated hand to his chest. YURSKY struggles to clench his teeth, so as not to show weakness in front of his enemies.
KOVALEV

That's it! Think how we will punish

you for lying to us. Barrel-chest,

shoot him in his second hand.

Again, a shot.
Bleeding, YURSKY almost looses consciousness.
BARREL-CHEST

Maybe now he will remember the way.
In response YURSKY just groans loudly.
Beside him, a whole pool of blood.
SAHAR

Hey, hey, what are you up to?
73.

The soldiers just watch in silence at the injustices.
Two other guards take out their guns.
Realizing that the preponderance of force is against him, KOVALEV just shrugs his shoulders in bewilderment.

KOVALEV

Nobody plans to kill him. Relax.

How about having a shot of vodka,

guys?
KOVALEV pours the military men the spirit from the flask.
Suddenly BARREL-CHEST fires. After that, one of the soldiers collapses.
Immediately a hail of bullets hits the convoy. The only man who survives is SAHAR.
KOVALEV

You will go with us. How did you

say you got here?
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - ARTEMIEV GROUP – DAY

TAEZHNIK takes ARTEMIEV and his people to his house. They finally reach the forest lodge.
Geologists are very tired.
74.

TAEZHNIK makes the fire. They sit in the hut which is full of aromatic smoke, struggling not to fall asleep.
ELKIN sits near JANE, crying.
Not far from him, leaning against the wall of a log house, is ARTEMIEV.

ARTEMIEV

This woman was very dear to you,

wasn’t she?

ELKIN

It doesn’t matter.
He angrily wipes his face, wet with tears, with a sleeve of his jacket.
ARTEMIEV

I’m very sorry about her.
ELKIN

I don’t need your condolence.
ARTEMIEV

This is partially my fault. The expedition
is my fault. All my life I was searching
for gold, the gold that accumulated here
in the Green Valley for centuries. I walked
all across the taiga. But Green Valley 
is like a mystery behind the seven locks.
Blue Lake and the mirror surface of the
surrounding cliffs, like a shield, reflect the 
signals sent from satellites. Therefore,

anyone who heard rumors about the

75.
ARTEMIEV (CONT'D)

incredible deposits of gold, believed that
it was just fiction. But not me. Despite
everything, I still believed in the existence
of a mysterious field. After years of
wandering through the taiga only a silly
accident, in which I was almost killed,
brought me a longawaited victory! Just
when I was on the verge of death, Green
Valley has opened before me in all its
stunning beauty! But they - in the university
- found out about my discovery. So Severkov
insisted on research of the field. The rest you

already know.

ELKIN

But how did you find out about the gold?

ARTEMIEV

With the help of this.
He takes out LIUBOV ARTEMIEVA’s diary.

ELKIN’s face changes.
ELKIN

Where did you get it?
ARTEMIEV

I found it in a hollow somewhere in

taiga.
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He turns the diary round in his hand.
ARTEMIEV

Sometimes I thought I deserved the

right to find the gold. I believed

in my high purpose. Homeless orphan

who was robbed of a happy

childhood, adolescence and youth.
He is silent for some time. ELKIN stares at him.
ARTEMIEV

But after all that happened here,

I'm ready to leave the Green Valley.
To forget it exists.
ELKIN

Really?
ARTEMIEV

In life there are far more important
things than science or gold! I mean
simple human happiness!
ELKIN

And what do you want?
ARTEMIEV

To find my family! All that I read in
this notebook, almost identical to
what happened to me. I was also

born in prison not far away from

here. And three years later I was

77.
ARTEMIEV (CONT'D)

separated from my mother and was

raised in an orphanage.
ELKIN

Why do you tell me all this?
ARTEMIEV

I do not know?
MEN sit silent.
Suddenly JANE moans.
JANE SMITH

My son. Where is my son?

ELKIN

I’m here Jane, It’s OK.
JANE looks at ELKIN.
JANE SMITH

WILLKIE!? Is that you! You found

me!
78.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - TAEZHNIK HUT – DAY

NASTYA sits outside the hut. BARSUKOV approaches her.
BARSUKOV

What’s wrong?
NASTYA

Tired, perhaps. (long beat) I want

to go home.
BARSUKOV

Be patient a little bit. We will go

soon.
NASTYA

How about Nicholay? What will they

do with him? ... Why are people so

cruel?
BARSUKOV

He will be all right.

NASTYA

No he won’t be, and you know it.

She jumps up and goes away.
When she turns around the corner, she sees TAEZHNIK who secretively leaves the place. Barely after he disappears behind the log, NASTYA follows him, carefully trying to stay unnoticed.
CUT TO:

79.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - SEVERAL HOURS LATER
NASTYA significantly lags behind TAEZHNIK. She looks around. Dense forest is everywhere and the man is elusive. She stops.

O.S. BANG.
She turns and sees KOVALEV. Near him something or somebody, looking like a beast lies on the ground.
She makes a step towards them.
It is TAEZHNIK who covers a motionless body.
NASTYA reveals herself. She runs up to the men.
KOVALEV grabs her hand. They look at each other incinerating with their glances.
KOVALEV casts his eyes and let’s her go.
NASTYA leans over YURSKY and, together with TAEZHNIK they examine his wounds.
KOVALEV

We are leaving.

(to Severkov and Barrel-

Chest)

Take the bags. We will use the

helicopter they came by.

NASTYA

Let him go.
80.

KOVALEV

The deal was that he’d show us the

field.
NASTYA

He does not know where it is. It

probably does not exist. Take the gold
and leave us.
KOVALEV hesitates than pushes SAHAR.
KOVALEV

Take us to the helicopter.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - TAEZHNIK’S HUT - SEVERAL HOURS LATER
NASTYA and TAEZHNIK bring back YURSKY. They are met by BARSUKOV and ARTEMIEV.
NASTYA

Kovalev and his people are leaving.
They have a helicopter.
ARTEMIEV

Helicopter?
NASTYA

Yes, these people in uniforms, they

came by helicopter. Kovalev killed

them and now they want to fly away.
81.

BARSUKOV quickly goes into the hut and than returns with a rifle.

NASTYA (CONT’D)

What are you doing, dad?
BARSUKOV

I’m taking you home, daughter.
BARSUKOV picks his way to the thicket.
KRASNOGUBOV follows him. ARTEMIEV hesitates for some time.
ARTEMIEV

(to Nastya)

Take care of him.
He nods in the direction of YURSKY, readjusts his rifle and leaves.

INT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - TAEZHNIK’S HUT – DAY

Left to care for the sick, NASTYA sits on the floor and treats YURSKY’s wounds. NASTYA looks very anxious.
YURSKY

Are you all right?
82.

NASTYA

I worry for my dad. You know him,

he still thinks he works in the police
force. Why to go there? Why do we
need a helicopter?
YURSKY

To get back to the mainland.

NASTYA

(jumps up)

I’m going. Will you be all right here?

YURSKY gets up slowly.
YURSKY

I won’t let you go by yourself.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – DAY
NASTYA and YURSKY make their way through the thicket. YURSKY walks, or rather drags himself, behind NASTYA, trying to keep up.
The girl looks back constantly, and when the distance between her and the geologist increases she pauses, patiently waiting for her companion.

O.S. Echo of the shots.
83.

NASTYA

If only he was alive! If only ...
YURSKY

Who are you talking to, Anastasia?
NASTYA

Nobody, it’s nothing. How are you?

Are you tired? Maybe you’d better

return?

YURSKY

(squeezing a smile)

I’m great.
Clenching his teeth, struggling with his weakness, YURSKY dutifully trudges on.
O.S. Breaking of branches.
Then we hear a loud roar and rumbling.
NASTYA and YURSKY turn towards the sound.
A faded silhouette of a giant bear appears. Icy fear freezes the travelers.
NASTYA

Is it a bear?
She grabs YURSKY by the wrist and forcefully pulls him behind her.

They take to their heels, not looking back.

84.

The branches whip their faces.

NASTYA

Help!
YURSKY

Hey, anyone!
Behind them quite distinctly we hear a heavy tread of the pursuer.
NASTYA and YURSKY absolutely exhausted fall on the ground.

NASTYA

I can’t! I cannot any more!
She closes her eyes in fear.
In the thick grass, which hide them both, YURSKY is lying beside her, embracing and covering her with his body.
NASTYA

(whispering)

Are we still alive?
She looks in YURSKY’s eyes.
85.

YURSKY

Still.
Their lips merge in an infinitely long and delicate kiss.

EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA - HELICOPTER – DAY
BARSUKOV, ARTEMIEV and KRASNOGUBOV stand opposite KOVALEV’s group.
The tension among the men rises.
KOVALEV

Stand back if you don’t want me to

make a hole in your head.

BARSUKOV

Hey, hey.
KOVALEV shoots in the air.
GEOLOGISTS move back.
KOVALEV

That's it!
SEVERKOV

Well, well, gentlemen! The situation
is completely under our control.
86.

He looks around.
SEVERKOV (CONT’D)

It's time for us to leave!
SEVERKOV, KOVALEV and SAHAR go to the helicopter.
KOVALEV

You heard something?
At this time, somewhere in the depths of the forest a desperate cry sounds like someone is calling for aid.

SEVERKOV

So what? You never know who might

be there? The sooner we get out of

here the better!
KOVALEV

Wait for me here! Yes, and look after
this bastard ...
SEVERKOV

You play with fire, Ernest!
NASTYA and YURSKY appear from the forest.
87.

NASTYA

Papa!
She rushes to BARSUKOV.
KOVALEV

Look at this idyll.
KOVALEV grabs NASTYA by the hair, wanting to show his power over her.
BARSUKOV

Hey, keep you hands off her, son of

a bitch.
KOVALEV

Or what?
NASTYA

Papa do not!

But Barsukov moves toward the bandit.

KOVALEV

Back!
BARSUKOV

Let her go! Let go, I say, maggot!

88.

BANG
NASTYA

NO! PAPA! NO!
BARSUKOV collapses face down. Falling on her knees, NASTYA bends over him.
Loud and unrestrained sobs burst from her chest.
Tears flow from her eyes.
But Barsukov is motionless.
Kovalev grabs NASTYA and commands YURSKY.
KOVALEV

You, piece of shit, want to join your
girl on board of our aircraft.
KRASNOGUBOV moves towards KOVALEV.

KOVALEV

Don’t even think about it. Want to

follow the old dead fool.
89.

KOVALEV, NASTYA, YURSKY, SEVERKOV and SAHAR board the helicopter.
INT. HELICOPTER – CONTINUOUS
THE MACHINE SLOWLY RISES INTO THE AIR.
SEVERKOV

You're out of your mind! We didn’t

agree to this! Why the hell do you

take them with us.
KOVALEV

You’ll see.
He smiles.
KOVALEV (CONT’D)

Do not worry, Professor! We have

different routes.
He winks conspiratorially to SEVERKOV.
The helicopter steadily gains height.

KOVALEV

(to Nastya)

Are you ready to die, bitch. Together
with your beloved.

90.

SAHAR

(piloting the helicopter)

Are you nuts? I’m going down.
KOVALEV

Don’t you dare. Do you think I'm bluffing?
Be ready to jump.
Reaching out to the door in the cargo hold, he throws it open.
Looking down, KOVALEV fairly grins.
Aiming his rifle at NASTYA and YURSKY, he silently points to the door.

KOVALEV

Out!
NASTYA

Are you kidding?
Surprise and fear flash over NASTYA.

KOVALEV

No joke! Jump! Both!
YURSKY

We will use these instead of parachutes.

YURSKY casually points at the bags with gold.

91.

KOVALEV

Move!
YURSKY and NASTYA stand up, holding hands.
SAHAR

Hold on, guys, I’m landing.
The helicopter goes down. Standing on the edge of a precipice, NASTYA and YURSKY lose balance.
EXT. RUSSIAN TAIGA – SIMULTANEOUSLY
ARTEMIEV and KRASNOGUBOV run in the direction the helicopter flies, shooting at it.
Bullets hit the bottom of machine. Petrol starts leaking.
Two figures jump out of the helicopter.
Then there is a deafening explosion. A black cloud of smoke clouds the sky.
Breaking out of it, millions of tiny particles of glass, iron and gold sand fly all over with great speed.
ARTEMIEV and KRASNOGUBOV run into the woods.

ARTEMIEV

Kolya! Nastya!
92.

Both men run as fast as they can to a possible place of the crash.
They see two figures on a pillow of branches, motionless.
ARTEMIEV moves towards them. He approaches the bodies and touches the girl’s shoulder.
ARTEMIEV

Nastya!
The girl moves.
ARTEMIEV (CONT’D)

(shouts)

Alive!
YURSKY moves slowly too.
ARTEMIEV (CONT’D)

Kolya!
Suddenly they hear a moan nearby. KRASNOGUBOV runs toward the sound.
A man lies there groaning but alive. It is SAHAR.

93.

INT. TAEZHNIK HUT – NIGHT

JANE, WILLKIE FARMER, SAHAR and ARTEMIEV sit opposite each other.

ARTEMIEV

(to Sahar)

So you are head of the local prison.

SAHAR

Yes.
JANE looks awkwardly at SAHAR.
Only now SAHAR lifts his eyes to look at the woman.
SAHAR

Liuba?
Everybody looks at JANE.
JANE SMITH

You! What did you do with my son?
SAHAR

Forgive me. Even if I tell you

everything, it is unlikely anything

will change for the better!

94.
JANE SMITH

You separated me from my son and

made my life miserable! What did

you do with our son?
WILLKIE

Our son? Jane...
JANE SMITH

Forgive me Willkie. I thought he

was your son, but I’ve got pregnant

one month before I met you. From

him...
She nods at SAHAR.
JANE SMITH

But I think I finally found my son!

I found him!
She looks at ARTEMIEV.
But in spite of a ray of joy and hope, glimpsed on her face, JANE’s voice has a certain amount of uncertainty.
JANE SMITH

(to Sahar)

Is it him?
95.

She looks imploringly at Colonel SAHAR. But he quickly turns away.

WILLKIE

Jane are you out of your mind?

JANE SMITH

If it were not for ...
She bursts into tears. Gathering her strength, she spits at Sahar.

JANE SMITH

Judas!
SAHAR

I was forced to do it, Lyubasha!
SUGAR looks uncertainly at the people around him. But without seeing the response of understanding, or pity, in low voice, he continues.

SAHAR (CONT’D)

One of the heads that supervised

the prison, suddenly learned about

us... Without asking and without

explanation, he ordered me to hide

our son! And I did it.
ARTEMIEV

In the orphanage?
SAHAR

No.
96.

ARTEMIEV looks shocked.
SAHAR

You thought that it was you? No.

Your mother was a thief. She left

you...

ARTEMIEV

And father? Who is my father?
SAHAR

God knows who are your parents!

Also, perhaps, a thief or a murderer.

JANE SMITH

So where is my son?
SAHAR

He... He is in prison, Liuba.

Forgive me, I could not look after

him properly.
EXT. RAPID RIVER SHORE – DAY
NASTYA, YURSKY and ARTEMIEV stand near a pit in the ground. KRASNOGUBOV and WILLKIE put a sack with a body into it. They bury BARSUKOV.

EVERYBODY is silent. Then one by one they leave the grave and go away. Only NASTYA and YURSKY still stay.
97.

NASTYA

Promise me we will return and make

a gravestone here.
YURSKY

I promise. After we get married we

return and make the gravestone.
YURSKY embraces her.
FADE OUT.

