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FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT

The Star Arcturus, a huge red giant hangs in the darkness
After a nonment or two, A Large Spacecraft comes | NTO VI EW
fromO S. It noves silently.

EXT. PERAN - ESTABLI SH NG SHOT - MOMENTS LATER

A nmoon of the fourth planet in the Arcturus system Rocky
Devoi d of atnosphere, totally dark on the surface, the planet
between it and the sun.

OVER ARCTURUS FOUR, MOON PERAN. 10,000 B.C. E. EARTH TI ME

The Spacecraft cones INTO VIEWand glides to a stop above

the surface. A beamof intense blue |light cones straight
down fromthe underside of the spacecraft and strikes the
surface of the noon, sending up dust and debris and burrow ng
into the planet.

After a nonment, the beam stops and a box | owers fromthe
bottom of the ship and into the hole left by the blast. The
ship glides silently away.

SCENE FADES TO
EXT. PERAN

Agai n, the sane barren, dark scene as before, except that
this time, there is a large building conplex on the surface,
smal | specks of light come fromit, a mning conplex. A
large '6' is enblazoned on one of the buil dings.

OVER 2496 C. E. EARTH TI ME

ARTHUR (V. Q)
Personal Journal, day three hundred
and fifty-seven by Earth reckoni ng,
day two twenty seven in Arcturus
time. The assayers aboard the Hydra
wll be here in ten Earth days to
vi ew our production...

I NT. M NE - CONTI NUOUS

Large tunnels, well it by small |ights inbedded in the tunnel
ceilings. Several |oading cars are nearby, on treads. A
large drilling machine is at one end of the tunnel, drilling
into a wall.

In the control seat of the machine is ALEX ' PAPA' FRANKS
(55) - oldest and nost experienced of the m ners.



ARTHUR (V. Q)
Sonme of the mners are nore than
ready to get off this noon, but it's
been a good year, and the assayers
Wl be pleasantly surprised. Wen
the shares fromthe sale are split,
each of crew w !l have nore than
enough credits to live confortably
for a long tine. Qur nunbers on the
anount of Lap we've refined this
cycle are the highest |evel they've
ever been. One or two of the nen
have tal ked about extending their
stay. ..

Several mners stand nearby hol ding shovels; JIM'BANJO
EVANS(22), a fresh faced kid, youngest, TONY ' ROVEO

CORELLI (30), an out for all he can get huckster, who al ways
wears a bl ue bandanna for |uck, PAUL ' MOUSE' DELANQ(43) hard
wor ker, but quiet and shy, with lots he's hiding, JOHN

' BUSTER SHEA(30) eager to pl ease.

The men stand around, watching, while Papa digs nore into
the rock. They wear a round gold disc the size of a quarter
on their shirts. (Commrunication device)

| NT. LAMBERT QUARTERS - CONTI NUQUS

Spare, functional and nodern. Queen sized bed takes up a
portion of the room but there is a sitting area and sone
desk space. Doors lead to other roons and out to other areas.

ARTHUR LAMBERT(44) sits at the desk space and talks into a
recording device. He wears a gold disc |ike the m ners.

ARTHUR
...but to be honest, | can't wait to
| eave this place. Froma Geologist's
standpoint, it has been fascinating
adventure, but as a |linguist and
Ant hropol ogi st, it's been a
di sappoi ntnent. Both the planet and
t he noon Peran have never harbored
any intelligent life or life at all,
or at least nothing | can study...

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUQUS

Agai n, sparse, clinical, sterile and functional. There is a
|arge table off to one side and sone cages hol ding vari ous
smal | animals. Conputers, exam nation equi pnment, a couple
hospital beds are on the other side.

CAROL LAMBERT (43) sits at the desk, |ooks at a conputer
screen.



3.

A crookneck |l anp sits nearby, casting |ight on sonme papers
she | ooks at fromtine to tine. Also wears the gold disc.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
On a personal note, when | accepted
this position, | had hoped this would
be a new start for Carol and I, a
way we could regain what we've | ost
in our marriage...

Carol | ooks at her watch, then reaches over and turns off
the light and gets up. She doesn't | ook happy. She gets up
and goes to the door. The door slides open and Carol goes
out. The door shuts behind her.

| NT. LAMBERT QUARTERS - CONTI NUOUS
As before.

ARTHUR
But being here hasn't helped, in
fact, it's made things worse. Another
reason why I will not mss this place.
(sighs)
End conmuni cati on.

He | ooks up at a speaker on the wall. Calls out.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Stacy, Location of Carol Lanbert!

STACY (O S.)
(Over speaker, female
Voi ce)
Dr. Lanmbert is in corridor three on
route to the control center.

ARTHUR
When i s next sunrise?

STACY
(Over speaker)
Ni ne m nutes, ten seconds.

Arthur gets out of his chair and noves to the door.
I NT. M NE - CONTI NUOUS

The drill is still breaking up rock. Papa drives while the
others watch. There is the SOUND of SCRAPI NG then a BREAKI NG
NO SE, like glass or porcelain. Papa quickly stops the drill,
t he noi se catching the mner's attention.



ROVEO
(to Papa)
Hey old man, you hit a rock or
somnet hi ng?

PAPA
Didn't sound |i ke no rock.

Papa gets down out of the control seat and noves to the front
of the drilling machi ne.

There is a large hole in the wall, with shards of what | ooks
like pottery around it. The nen | ook surprised.
BUSTER
What the hell is that?
PAPA
Beats the shit outa ne. |'ve been
workin' in lap mnes for thirty years
and | ain't seen nothin' |ike that

before. Banjo?

Banj o | ooks up.

BANJO
Yes Papa?

PAPA
Go get the professor and bring him
down here.

BANJO

Can't you just call hinf

PAPA
W're too far down. Signal can't
get through

BANJO
OCh, right, | forgot. Be right back

Banj o takes off running and is soon OQUT OF SCENE
| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUOUS

A very large, multi-purpose area. |It's divided into two
sections, a lounge and a control center. The |ounge has a
m xture of couches, chairs and small tables, with a snal
kitchen to one side. There is a large table at the center
of the room

The control center has banks of conputers, several seats and
a | arge observation w ndow | ooki ng out onto the noon's
surface, still dark, but beginning to |ighten up.



Further down the wall is an airlock, about eight feet in
di aneter, leading out, it's door shut.

Carol sits in one of the control area seats and stares out
the wi ndow at the | andscape, sipping froma cup of coffee.
There is a shimmer of light at the edge of the planet.

Fromthe corridor, Arthur conmes stormng into the room He
| ooks around and spots Carol staring out the w ndow.

ARTHUR
(Calls out)
Stacy, |ock down all observation

W ndows.

Carol turns to the sound of Arthur's voice as a netal cover
sl i des down over the w ndow.

STACY (V. Q)
Lock down conpl ete.

CARCL
(angry)
What did you do that for?

Arthur ignores her and comes over to the control center,
scans sone of the gages.

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, raise danpening field.

ALONHUMfills the roomand then fades out after a few
nonent s.

EXT. PERAN - CONTI NUCUS

Qutside the building conplex, the red sun is rising over
Arcturus Four and the noon's surface is bathed in the red
glow. A strong wind cones up and the dust on the surface
bl ows around in billow ng cl ouds.

Qut of the dust, BOLTS of LIGHTNI NG crackle over the surface
of the nmoon, sone bolts hitting the building conplex. Wen

the bolt hits the building, sparks fly as it conme in contact
with a force field.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUQGUS

There is a SOFT BOOM NG conmi ng from outside. Arthur | ooks
up and breathes a sigh of relief. Turns angrily to Carol.

ARTHUR
Carol, what were you thinking? Didn't
you see the sun com ng up?



CARCL
O course | did. There was stil
plenty of time to shut the observation
w ndows and put up the field. This
is the eighty-seventh sunrise since
we' ve been on this god-forsaken rock.
| know what |'m supposed to do and
when. |'mnot a child Arthur.

ARTHUR
Okay sorry, | just thought--

CARCL
VWhat? Did you think I was daydream ng
of sonepl ace that had things I|ike,
oh, an atnosphere, and water and
plants and trees and animals, and
real people, not just six scruffy
m ners? You think I'd forget sunrise
protocols? | give up, you're a
hopel essly Neandert hal .

Carol storns over to the |ounge part of the command area and
goes for another coffee. Arthur follows her over.

ARTHUR
Not |ikely. The Neanderthal died
out in the--
CARCL
Don't even go there M. 'I have three

degrees in Ant hropol ogy, two in
geol ogy and four in |inguistics.'

She gets to the Coffee container and pours hersel f another
cup, talking all the while, her back to Arthur.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
Let's do sonething together, you
said, a year's not so long, just
t hi nk about the possibilities for
study, new plants, new ani nal s.
It'Il be fun. [I'mstill waiting.
W' ve been here three hundred and
forty two days, and so far all 1've
seen is barren rock and el ectrical
storms. |'mbored out of ny m nd.

Art hur | eans agai nst one of the couches. An O ange tabby
cat, Einstein, junps up next to Arthur. He pets it.

Banjo conmes in, but stands at the doorway |i stening.



ARTHUR
VWll, 1'll admt Peran wasn't what
expect ed. . .

CARCL
Ya t hi nk?

Banj o, nervously COUGHS. Carol spins around as does Arthur.
She's still angry. Even the cat takes off.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
Well, what do you want ?!

BANJO

(nervous, to Carol)
|"msorry Dr. Lanbert. | didn't
mean to disturb your...

(to Arthur)
Prof essor, we found sonethi ng strange
in the new tunnel. Papa sent ne to
fetch you.

ARTHUR
"1l get ny kit and neet you there.

Banj o nods and nakes a quick exit and OUT OF SCENE. Arthur
| ooks over at Carol.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
We'll talk about this | ater.

CARCL
Don't bet on it.

Exasperated, Arthur turns, goes out the door and OUT OF SCENE
Carol sips from her coffee.

I NT. M NE - LATER

The nmen are | ooking at the danaged area. Muse is on his
knees | ooking into the space in the hole.

MOUSE
| think I see sonething.

PAPA
Well, don't do anything '"til the
Prof essor gets here.

Banjo COMVES I NTO SCENE, a little out of breath. Papa |ooks
over at him

PAPA ( CONT' D)
(to Banj o)
You find hin



BANJO
Shoul d be right behind ne.
(1 ooks over at Mouse)
Fi nd anyt hi ng Mouse?

MOUSE
Not sure. Sonething's in there,
just don't know what.

BANJO
Let ne see.

Mouse gets out of the way as Banjo conmes over, kneels down
and | ooks in the hole.

BANJO ( CONT' D)
Looks |i ke a box.

ARTHUR (O S.)
Don't touch anyt hing.

Banj o straightens up as Arthur cones INTO VIEW He carries
what | ooks like a small briefcase. Banjo stands up as Arthur
conmes over. He's wearing gloves.

He opens the briefcase and it has a nunber of mechanisns in
it. He pulls out one and ains it towards the area. He kneels
down and surveys the area. He sees.

POV

Two different soil types in the sanme area, and shards of
what | ook |Iike broken pottery.

BACK TO SCENE

Everyone is brimmng wth curiosity. Arthur puts the
mechani sm back in the case,

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
It's safe. Nornml |evels of radiation.

He pulls out a set of forceps and picks up a piece of the
pottery. Examnes it for a nonent. The nmen cluster around

ROVEO

What do you think?
ARTHUR

Like it's been fused by extrene heat.
PAPA

Vol cani ¢ maybe? | seen sonething

li ke that on Battard.



ARTHUR
Doubt it. There hasn't been tectonic
nmovenent on this nmoon in twenty
mllion years. This is far younger.

He pulls out sone bags fromhis case and drops the shard he
was | ooking at into one of them

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
"Il take sone soil sanples. There
seens to be nore than one type here.

He places two types of soil sanples into two different bags,
and places them back in the case.

BUSTER
Mouse and Banjo say there's sonething
i nsi de.

Curious, Arthur gets his light out and shines it in the hole
for a nonent. Arthur sees sonething and is surprised.

ARTHUR
VWhat the hell...

He puts down the light and reaches into the hole for a nonent.
When he pulls his hand out, he holds a cube of black netal
roughly 7x7x7 inches, carved and enbossed with alien-I|ooking
script.

There are three indentations on one side of the box. One
corner of the box is broken and what | ooks |ike black sand
| eaks fromit. The nen are surprised. Arthur stands and
angles the box so it doesn't |eak. The nen crowd around.

BUSTER
VWhat the hell is that?

ARTHUR
| don't know. | ' ve never seen

anything like it before.

PAPA
Looks like witin'" on it.

BANJO
Can you read it?

ARTHUR
Doesn't |l ook fam i ar.

MOUSE
VWhat do you think it is?
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ROVEO
Could it be val uabl e?
ARTHUR
Wll, it's hollow, so it's sone kind

of box, but I can't see a lid or
anything like a hinge. You nust
have broken the corner off when you
dug into the wall. As for val ue,
"1l have to run sone tests on it
before I can answer that question.

Arthur pulls out another small bag and maneuvers the broken
part of the box so that some the black dirt sifts out of it
and into the bag. He |ooks up at the crew

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
If you need me, 1'Il be in the |ab.
Try to avoid that part of the wall
in case | need to do some nore tests.

PAPA
Ckay guys, you heard him Back to
wor K.

The nmen reluctantly go back to their specific jobs. Papa
clinbs back into the digger. Arthur closes up his briefcase,
picks it up, and carrying the briefcase and the box, noves
down the tunnel

CAROL (O S.)
Can you read it?

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Arthur sits at one of the tables in the lab. The box sits
in front of him the sanples to the side. Arthur scans the
box with a hand-hel d device, picking out the details.

Carol stands on the other side of the table watching Arthur
wor k, curious herself.

ARTHUR
(Wt hout I ooking up)
Doesn't | ook |ike anything |I've ever
seen before, but it does rem nd ne
of sonet hi ng.

He fini shes scanni ng.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
That should do it.

He | ooks at the device's screen and inputs the findings into
his conputer. Puts the scanner down.
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ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Let's see what the |inguistics bank
can nmake of it.

The door slides open and Papa enters the |ab. Arthur turns.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Hey Papa, what brings you here?

Papa conmes over
PAPA

Wanted to see if you nade any progress
on those sanpl es.

(to Carol)
Dr. Lanbert.
CARCOL
Papa. . .
ARTHUR
(to Papa)

They're all analyzed. The results
are interesting to say the | east.

PAPA
And t he box?

ARTHUR
That's going to take a bit nore study,
but | have sone ideas. Wuld you
get the crew together in the | ounge
in an hour? [|'ll be done by then.

PAPA
Sur e t hing.

Papa exits out the doors. Carol |ooks over at Arthur.

CARCL
Do you have sonet hi ng?
ARTHUR
| think so. W'Ill soon find out.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

Al the mners except for Papa sit around the | arge table.
They're cl eaned up, and Banjo plays with the cat. They al
have beverages in front of them Papa cones through the
door and it slides closed behind him

DAVID ' FI ST* THERON (35) sits at the table drinking a cup of
coffee along with the rest of the crew
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Papa sits down at an enpty chair.

BANJO
(to Fist)
Hey Fist, how nmuch do you think we
got so far?

FI ST
Counting what | processed today,
we' ve taken out nore than seventeen
tons, which is about one hundred and
ninety three mllion credits worth
of pure Lapi ni um

BUSTER
Damm, |'ve been here ei ght seasons
and we' ve never taken out nore than
twel ve tons before. The Professor
sure has a nose for | ap.

The door slides open and Arthur, carrying the box, cones in,
followed by Carol. Al eyes turn to them The door closes
behi nd t hem

BANJO

We were just tal king about you.
ARTHUR

Good, | hope.

Art hur cones over to the table and places the box on it.
From hi s pocket he produces the four sanples. Fist gives
the box a once over. Everyone el se gathers around.

Carol |eans on the couch, watching. Einstein cones over and
nuzzl es her and she pets him

FI ST
So, this is the famous box |'ve been
heari ng so much about. | guess |
m ssed a | ot being stuck in the
refinery.

ARTHUR
That's it.

ROVEO

You get it open yet?
Art hur shakes his head. Muse points to the sanples.

MOUSE
VWhat about those?
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ARTHUR
d ad you asked.

Arthur picks up the light col ored sanple.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
This is soil from around the pipe.
Pretty standard, one point six percent
Lap.

Puts the sanple down, picks up the next sanple, this one a
little darker.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
This one has no Lap, and the other
mat eri al has been fused into
m croscopi ¢ beads. Surface dust.

FI ST
And that broken piece?

He picks up the shard in his other hand.

ARTHUR
This was fused at a tenperature of
at | east one thousand degrees.
Sonmeone or sonething drilled into
the noon fromthe surface, down to a
depth of four hundred feet.

ROVEO
No shit?

ARTHUR
That accounts for the surface dust
in the tube, neaning that the box
was placed there deliberately.

BANJO
By who?

ARTHUR
No idea. Now, this is where it gets
i nteresting.

Arthur puts down the other two sanples and picks up the bl ack
sand sanpl e.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
This material is eighteen percent
Lap, quartz and other elenents |
haven't seen before. Sanme with the
box, eighteen percent |ap, the rest
unknown. Haven't been able to
deci pher the | anguage.
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MOUSE
You know how to open it?

ARTHUR
| think so.

Points to the i ndentations.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
You see the synbols in the m ddl e of
the i ndentations?

PAPA
Yeah.

ARTHUR
They correspond with a group of
synbol s over here.
He points to another area of the box.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Maybe if we press themin order, the

box wi Il open.

FI ST
But - -

ARTHUR

| had Stacy do a conpl ete scan of
the box. There's an object inside,
but its chemcally inert.

He places the box so that the indentations are on top.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Her e goes not hi ng.

He presses them then waits. Nothing happens.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Damm, | was SO sure.

CARCL
If I may, M. Expert? You' re assum ng
that the |language is read left to
right. Try reading the other way
ar ound.

ARTHUR
Good point. Should have thought of
t hat .

Arthur presses the indentations backwards. A HUM begi ns and
t he box begins to vibrate. The crew steps back, in concern.
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The box begins to glow at the edges and down the sides, around
t he broken edges. Suddenly, it opens flat.

There is a pile of the black sand at the bottom of the box,
and sitting on the top of it is what |ooks |like a clear
faceted orb about the size of a small baseball. Everyone
presses in to look at it.

BANJO
It's beautiful.

BUSTER
Sure is.

PAPA
(to Arthur)
Any idea what it is?

Art hur shakes his head.

ROVEO
Well, whatever it is, it nust be
worth a fortune.

| mpul sively, Roneo grabs it. There is a H SSING sound and
Roneo | ooks like he's in pain. The other m ners react.

ROVEO ( CONT' D)
(in pain)
Ow, Damm t!

He drops the orb back on the table and pulls his hand back
and there are red marks on his pal mand fingers as though
burned. Carol cones over quickly.

CARCL
(to Roneo)
Let ne see that.

She grabs his hand and | ooks at it.

CAROL (CONT' D)
Let's get you down to nedical and
get that treated.

Cradling his hand, Roneo follows Carol out of the |ounge and
OUT OF SCENE

ARTHUR
Don't touch anything, not until Stacy
anal yzes it.
(calls out)
Stacy, run scan on object.
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STACY (V.0O)

Scanni ng. ..

(beat)
bj ect conposed of fifty-two point
si x percent silicon, twenty point
four percent oxygen, five percent
nitrogen, two percent Lapinium twenty
percent unknown m nerals.

ARTHUR
Tenper at ure?
STACY (V. Q)
Seventy-one degrees Fahrenheit.
ARTHUR
(to crew)

Room t enperature, so Romeo isn't
suffering from burns caused by heat.
More likely a chem cal reaction with
hi s skin.

MOUSE
|s he going to be all right?

ARTHUR
|"'msure Dr. Lanbert will have him
good as new in no tine.
(to Buster)
Buster grab ne a pair of tongs.

Buster noves over to the kitchen part of the | ounge, grabs a
pair of tongs out of the drawer, brings themover to Arthur.

BUSTER
Her e.

He hands the tongs to Arthur who takes them Arthur gingerly
pi cks up the orb and puts it back on the bottom of the box.

ARTHUR
Now, if I'mright, if you press the
i ndent ati ons backwards. . .

Arthur presses the indentations opposite the way he opened
it. He pulls his hand away as the box HUMS, the edges gl ow
and the box encloses the orb and goes back to being a box.
The broken area in the corner has been restored.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
It | ocks the box.

Looks at the fornerly broken corner.
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ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
And it seens to have repaired itself
as well. Interesting.

PAPA
What are you gonna do with it?

ARTHUR
Run sonme nore tests, see what the
conputer cones up wth. Good night
Gent | enen.

FI ST
"Nite Professor.

Arthur picks up the box and his sanples, goes out the door
and OQUT OF SCENE. The crew noves to the |ounging area.
Banj o | ounges on the couch. Einstein conmes and sits on his
| ap.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Arthur has the orb out on the table on it's bed of black
sand. A magnifying table |anp shines down on the orb and
Arthur examnes it with the magnifier, inputting data into
hi s conputer.

Arthur stretches and yawns after a few nonents. He gets up,
goes out the door and OUT OF SCENE, carrying his conputer.

The light is still on over the orb. A small arc of
electricity noves fromthe light to the orb. The |ight goes
out. The orb begins to glow softly with an eerie blue |ight.
The caged animals start to CHATTER, obviously disturbed.

The orb begins to crack.
| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE- LATER

A fairly good-sized space with what | ook |ike snelters, large
metal cylinders in the b.g. In front of those is a conputer
consol e and sone other equipnent. The ceiling is vaulted

hi gher than the surrounding tunnels There is the constant

HUM of machi nery wor ki ng.

Fist works at the console. He types into the conputer.
Papa conmes I NTO VIEW cones over to Fist.

PAPA
Hey Fi st.

FI ST
Hey Papa. You're up early. Looking
for sonething?
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PAPA
Yep. Lap tallies fromyesterday.

FI ST
Sur e t hing.

Fist taps on the conputer. Scans it for a nonent.

FI ST (CONT' D)
| processed three point five tons of
ore yesterday. Wth about thirty
pounds of Lap per ton of rock, that's
about one hundred and five pounds of
the pure stuff.

PAPA
| figured it'd be around one hundred
and el even. Professor said the soi
sanpl es tested yesterday were at one
poi nt six, not one point five.

FI ST
You know ore sanpling's are never
exact. The Professor'll tell you
t he sane thing
PAPA
| plan on askin' himjust that.
FI ST
Still don't trust nme, do ya Papa?
PAPA
| don't trust nobody. That's how
cone I'mstill alive after thirty
five years in the m nes.
FI ST
Well, | got nothin' to hide, so go

ahead and talk to himif you want.

Papa scow s and | eaves. Fist shakes his head. He | ooks
around, sniffs the air. Fist smles.

FI ST (CONT' D)
Li stening in Roneo? Your cologne is
a dead gi veaway.

Ronmeo strolls out of the darkness and I NTO VIEW Moves up
to Fist. H's hand i s bandaged.

ROVEO
Papa didn't seemtoo happy.



FI ST
He's an old man on his last dig.
Wants everything he can get out of
this partnership before he sells.

Besi des, |'ve only been here two
seasons. Don't think he trusts ne.
ROVEO

You' re playing a dangerous gane Fi st,
fiddling with the percentages.

FI ST
Maybe, but I'mplaying to win and
the prize is hefty.

ROVEO
Just how nmuch did you skim off
yest er day?

FI ST
About five point five pounds. The
old man called it pretty close.

ROVEO
He's smart and he's had practice.
We can't afford to have himgetting
suspi ci ous.

FI ST
As long as | only take what's within
that margin of error, nobody's gonna
be the wiser. Wen the the Lap ships
get here, | figure I'll have an extra
three mllion credits worth of
pr oduct .

ROVEO

Don't you nmean 'we'll have?
FI ST

O course | mean we.

(beat)
How s t he hand?

ROVEO
Okay. Don't hurt. Couple of ny
fingers are nunb though. Dr Lanbert
says give it a couple days, and if

it don't get better, she'll do sone
nore tests. | can still work.
FI ST

So you better get down there. Shift's
about to start.

19.
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ROVEO
Yep. See you around.

Roneo | eaves the way he cane, back into the darkness and OUT
OF SCENE. Fist goes to his conputer and starts inputing
data. There is a SCRAPI NG SOUND whi ch catches Fist's
attention. He |ooks around, doesn't notice anything, shrugs
and goes back to work.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - MOMENTS LATER

The lab is dark. The door slides open and Carol cones in.
She hits the panel for the lights, but nothing happens.

CARCL
(calls out)
Stacy... turn on lights.

STACY (V.0O)
Lab Iight systemoff-line. Re-
boot i ng.

The lights flicker and conme up slowy. The |ab |ooks nuch
the same as usual except that there is no sound and there
are only shards where the orb once lay. Carol senses
sonet hing wong. She goes to her aninmal cages and | ooks

i nsi de.

POV

The animals in the cages are all dead, with bl ood spotting
their fur.

BACK TO SCENE
Carol is horrified.

CARCL
No, no, no!

She | ooks around and sees the table where the crystal shards
lay. She noves over and | ooks down on it. There is also no
bl ack sand.
CAROL ( CONT' D)
Damni t !

(Calls out)
Stacy, Locate Arthur Lanbert.

STACY (V.0O)
Arthur Lanbert is in control.

Carol taps the disc.



21.

CARCL
(into disc)
Contact Arthur.

She waits a few noments.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over disc)
Art hur Lambert.

CARCL
(into disc)
Arthur, you better get down to the
Medi cal Lab. W have a problem

She taps her disc.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
And this is how you found it?

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Arthur stands by the table where the shards are, |ooking
down on them

CARCL
| haven't touched anything if that's
what you're asking.

ARTHUR
Sorry.

Arthur hits the on switch for the lanp, but it doesn't work.
He exam nes it.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
That's odd. It was working | ast
ni ght .

CARCL
Lab lights weren't working when
came in either

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, run |l ast eight hours of Lab
canera, fromtwelve twelve AM
(to Carol)
That's when | left the Il ab

In front of them a square of light (screen) appears and the
action begins with Arthur getting up fromexam ning the orb,
and exiting, the lanp and the lights still on. The inmage
runs for a few nonents and then a spark goes fromthe |ight
to the orb and the | anp goes out.



22.
Carol and Arthur are startl ed.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(calls out)
Rewi nd two seconds.

The inmage stop and rewinds to the point where the spark goes
fromthe lanp to the orb and stops. Arthur exam nes the
pi cture.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
The spark went fromthe lanp to the
orb. The orb absorbed it.
(calls out)
St acy, continue.

The film progresses. The orb begins to glow blue. A piece
of the orb falls off, and there is a bright flash of Iight
and the image goes dark, startling Carol and Arthur again.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(Calls out)
Stacy, report.

STACY (V. Q)
Lab electrical systemfailure at
twelve thirteen and twenty-si x seconds
AM Earth tinme. System back on |ine
at eight ten AM

CARCL
That's when | cane in and noticed
the lights out and had Stacy Boot up
the system

ARTHUR
Scan for life forns, one hundred
met er radi us.

STACY (V. Q)
Three life forns, two human, one
feline.
CARCL
VWhat do you nean 'life forn®
ARTHUR

Look at what's |left of the orb.
VWhat does it rem nd you of?

CARCL
An eggshel | . ..
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ARTHUR
That's what | think. Sonething may
have hatched and then killed your

animals. | notice sonething el se.
CARCL

What's that?
ARTHUR

When | left the lab, the orb was

sitting on the black sand we found
in the box. The sand's not there
anynore.

CARCL
Art hur - -

ARTHUR
| better let the nmners know what's
happened. You find out what killed
the animals. And be careful, we
don't know what we're dealing wth.
Until we do, we need to be alert.

CARCL
| can take care of nyself, thank
you. . .

ARTHUR

| know you can.

Arthur goes out the door and OQUT OF SCENE. Carol wal ks over
to one of the cages and opens it, renoving a dead white rat.
She starts examning it.

I NT. M NE - LATER

The m ners are working hard. Papa runs the digger, the rest

nove debris to the cars. Fromthe tunnel behind them Arthur
cones I NTO VIEW noving quickly towards them Muse notices

himfirst, bangs on the side of the digger.

MOUSE
(To Papa)
Hey Papa, shut it down. The
Pr of essor's here.

Papa shuts down the digger and cones down out of it. Arthur
cones into the mdst of themas they crowd around. Arthur's
a bit out of breath.

BANJO
Hey Professor, you run all the way?

Art hur nods.
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ARTHUR
Have you guys seen anythi ng strange
in the tunnels today?

ROVEO
Not ne.

MOUSE
Me neither.

men shake their heads.

PAPA
VWhat's goin' on?
ARTHUR
That orb | showed you yesterday.
(to Roneo)
And you pi cked up
ROVEO
Yeah?
ARTHUR
Vell, it hatched.
BUSTER

Hat ched, |ike in egg hatched?

Art hur nods.

BANJO
VWhat was in it?

ARTHUR
We don't know. Sonehow, it got out
of the lab, after it killed all the
animal s in the cages.

BANJO
Al of then? How?

ARTHUR
Carolyn's working on that. Just
stay alert. W have no idea what
this thing is or capable of.

PAPA
W'l | keep our eyes open.
(to all)
Ri ght guys?

A |l ot of heads nod.



ARTHUR
Thanks. | better let Fist know what's
going on. 1'll let you know when we
find sonet hi ng.

Arthur turns and wal ks down the tunnel.

The nmen go back to work.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE- LATER

25.

Fist works at the conputer. Behind him the refinery
machi nery CLANKS and HUVS. Arthur cones |INTO SCENE fromthe

shadows.
st ops.

Fi st | ooks up, stops what he's doing.

FI ST
Hey Professor, what brings you to
the ass end of the m ne?

ARTHUR
W have a situation. That orb we
found yesterday, well it seens it
was an egg, and it hatched.
FI ST
No shit? What was in it?
ARTHUR
We don't know. It escaped. It could

be anywhere in the tunnels.

FI ST
| grew up on a farm and when babi es
hat ch, they're gonna be hungry.

ARTHUR
It's already had it's first neal.
All the animals in the | ab are dead,
and the bl ack sand we found in the
box is gone.

FI ST
Damm, that's not good.

ARTHUR
You seen or heard anythi ng?

FI ST
Just Einstein scratching out a place
to take a dunp.
(calls out)
Stacy, scan area, fifty meter
ci rcunf erence.

The Machi nery
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STACY (V. Q)
Two humans det ect ed. .

FI ST
Ei nstein's probably found a place to
sl eep, probably Banjo's bunk.

ARTHUR

Vell, just be careful until we know

what we're dealing wth.
FI ST

Wl do.

(subj ect)

Ch, by the way, Papa talk to you?
ARTHUR

About the percentages? Yeah, | told

hi mthe average can swi ng plus or

m nus two tenths of a percent, just
like you told him Overly suspicious,
isn't he?

FI ST
Can't blame himfor wanting as nuch
as he can get. As long as he
understands |'mnot trying to cheat
him | can deal with his noods.
Thanks prof essor.

ARTHUR
"1l let you know when we find
sonet hi ng.

Arthur |eaves. Fist goes back to the conputer and the
Machi nery starts up

In a corner of the refinery area, unseen by Fist, there is a
pal e bl ue gl ow, behind sone of the machinery and the SOUND
of FAI NT SCRAPI NG

I NT. BANJO S QUARTERS - LATER

A small room pretty utilitarian, not nuch nore than a bed,
a dresser, and a couple chairs. An open door leads to a
hal l way. A closed door |eads to the bathroom

Banjo sits on his bed, playing his banjo, hair wet, |ooking
like he's just showered. Einstein sleeps at the foot of the
bed. Banjo plays chords and nel ody and is doing a good job
of it.

Mouse appears at the doorway. He also | ooks showered as
well. He listens for a nonent.



MOUSE
Soundi ng pretty good.

Banj o | ooks up.
BANJO

Hey Mouse. Thanks, it's com ng al ong.
| just need to practice nore.

MOUSE
|"mgoing up to the galley. Want
anyt hi ng?

BANJO
No, I'mfine. 1'll be up in a few

Gonna practice sonme nore.

MOUSE
"Il see you there then.

Mouse starts to go on his way.
BANJO
(calls out)
Mouse?

Mouse cones back into the doorway.

MOUSE
Yeah?
BANJO
You' ve been here awhile, right?
MOUSE
This is ny twelfth season, so | guess
| have.
BANJO

What do you know about the guy who
gave ne the share in the m ne?

MOUSE
Perk, not much. He was here for
fifteen seasons before he sold his
share. Don't know who he sold it
to. Never saw Perk again, after that.
Why you aski ng?

BANJO
Curious, | guess. It's not every
day sonebody you don't know gives
you a share in a mning operation.
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MOUSE
Yeah, you got that right. Think
you' Il be com ng back next season?

Banj o nods.

BANJO
| don't mnd the work, and it keeps
me out of trouble. | was al ways
pretty wild, a real rebel.

MOUSE

| hear you. Sane way with nme. |
was constantly getting in trouble,

when | was younger. | even... well,
let's just say I'mglad |I'm here,
away fromtenptation. |['ll see you

in the | ounge.

Mouse withdraws. Banjo starts playing again. He | ooks over
at the cat and smles. He strikes a very discordant chord

on his banjo and Einstein bolts upright, giving Banjo a grunpy
cat | ook.

The cat junps off the bed and wal ks out the door, deeply
of fended. Banjo CHUCKLES then goes back to pl aying.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Carol has all of the animals out in a row. She's neasuring
t he di stance between the puncture marks, and not I|iking what
she' s seei ng.

Arthur cones into the lab. He |ooks at what she's been doing.
She gl ances back.

ARTHUR
Fi nd anyt hi ng?
CARCL
Not hi ng that nakes sense.
ARTHUR
What do you nean?
CARCL
Well, the puncture wounds are not

what killed the animals. They're
basi cal |y superficial.

Art hur cones around and | ooks down at the speci nens.

ARTHUR
Then what killed thenf



CARCL
Each one of these animals have no
salt, or acetylcholine in their

bodies. It's just gone.

ARTHUR
That's i npossi bl e.

CARCL
| npossi ble or not, the evidence is
right in front of you. | took swabs
for DNA from around the puncture
wounds. It came up negative. This

is puzzling too.
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Carol noves over to another part of the table is and | ooks

down on the shell of the orb, laid out in pieces.

up a piece.

ARTHUR
(al ar med)
Carol, be careful.
CARCL
It's all right. It's totally inert
now. It's just silicon dioxide,

comon quartz. Stacy and | cal cul ated
t he wei ght of whatever was inside,
based on the wei ght of the shells,

m nus Stacy's prelimnary scan, we
think it weighed about eight point
five ounces when it hatched.

ARTHUR
Soit's small?

CARCL
It was when it hatched. Now, |'m
not sSo sure.

She nods over to the specinens are |laid out.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
See the spaci ng between the punctures?

Arthur nods. She points to a nouse.
CAROL ( CONT' D)
Here, the spacing is approximately
two point five centineters.

She noves up the |ine.

She pi cks
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CAROL ( CONT' D)
Here it's three point five, four
point five, five and six. Wich
means it's doubled it's size, just
inthe time it took to feed on these
animals. One nore thing. Based on
Stacy's scan, we're looking at a
life formthat's silicon-based.

ARTHUR
Silicon based? You nean like the
Ganites on Pl egal ?

CARCL
Exactly, but nuch nore advanced. As
far as we know, Ganites only feed on
silicon. Also, there were no carbon
conpounds in the orb itself, so it's
the only possi bl e answer.

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, recalibrate for silicon based
life formns.

CARCL

(calls out)
St acy, cancel request.

(to Arthur)
Do you really think I wouldn't have
tried that already? There's too
much silicon in the soil for an
accurate reading. For now, we're
flying blind.

ARTHUR
Then we better let the crew know.

I NT. M NE - LATER

The tunnel is enpty. Einstein strolls down the tunnel,
exploring. |It's dark, since several of the ceiling lights
are dark. Up ahead, around an outcropping of rock, is the
sanme blue glow, only brighter.

Ei nstein's hackles go up, and he GROALS but his curiosity
gets the better of him He goes around the corner and..

There is the sound of a terrible SCREECH NG com ng from
Einstein, and the Blue light flashes wildly. After a nonent,
t he SCREECHI NG st ops, and the gl ow brightens.



| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

The nen are gathered around the table.
well, just finishing up her explanation.

CARCL

And that's what we've got.

PAPA

31.

Carol is seated as

Okay, so what you're saying is that
there's a creature nmade out of gl ass

runni ng around the m ne,

don't know what it | ooks |ike
even how big it is.

That' s about

CARCL
right.

ROVEO

How dangerous is it?

ARTHUR

W' re not sure.

FI ST

And Stacy can't scan for it?

Carol shakes her head.

FI ST ( CONT' D)

That's not a lot to go on.

and you

or

ARTHUR

It's the best we got at the nonent.
PAPA

Vell, it should be easy to spot.
BUSTER

Wiy do you say that?

PAPA

Because, except us and the cat,
There's nothing else alive on this

here noon.

Banj o strai ghtens up,

eyes wide in fear.

BANJO

Ei nst ei n! Ei nst ei n?

(beat)

He' s not her e!

Looks ar ound.
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MOUSE
Maybe he's still down in your
quarters.

BANJO

No, he left before |I canme up. |
have to find him

(yell s out)
Stacy, Locate Einstein.

STACY (V. Q)
Feline is on | evel one, sector four.

FI ST
Figures. Using ny area for a litter
box again, no doubt.

BANJO
| need to go get him

ARTHUR
Wait a mnute. Until we know what
we're dealing wth, no one goes
anywhere al one. That includes you
Banj o.

MOUSE
["11 go with him

Banj o gets up, as does Mouse. The two of them go out the
door and OQUT OF SCENE. Carol turns to Roneo.

CARCL
Roneo?

ROVEO
Yeah Doc?

CARCL

| want to take sone tissue sanples
fromyour hand, just to see if there's
any correlation. Lab, five mnutes?

ROVEO
Sure. ..

Wth that, Carol turns, goes out the doors and OUT OF SCENE
Arthur followers her. Roneo, grinning fromear to ear, turns
to the other nen.

ROVEO ( CONT' D)
She wants nel!

FI ST
I n your dreans Roneo.
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BUSTER
Hell will freeze over first.
ROVEO
You'l|l see. No woman can resi st ne.

Ronmeo turns and goes out the door and OUT OF SCENE. The
M ners LAUGH.

FI ST
(to the others)
Who's up for a gane of Poker?

I NT. M NE LATER

Banj o and Mouse wal k down the tunnel. There is sonething on
Mouse' s m nd.

BANJO
If | forget to say it, thanks for
comn' with ne.

MOUSE
It's okay. | know how nmuch that cat
means to you.
(beat)
About what | said, about not know ng
about who bought Perk out.

BANJO
Yeah. ..

MOUSE
Perk never found out who bought the
shares. A third party bought them
woul dn't tell himwho the buyer was.

BANJO
| thought about | ooking himup during
our down tine.

MOUSE
Figured that. 1I...

Mouse | ooks up, and notices that a nunmber of the lights are
out, nore than the last tinme and they're wal king into
dar kness. Mouse stops, |ooks around. Banjo is confused.

BANJO
Mouse, what's w ong?
MOUSE
These shouldn't be out. | changed

them | ast season.
( MORE)
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MOUSE ( CONT' D)
They' re supposed to be good for at
| east four.
(calls out)
Stacy, why are sone of the lights
out in this section?

STACY (V.0O)
Unknown. WII| adjust the illumnation
| evel s of the remaining lights to
conpensat e.

The working lights glow brighter. The light |evels cone up,
reveal i ng The body of Einstein, a little further down the
tunnel. Both nmen are nonentarily stunned. There is the
faint SOUND of SCRAPI NG

BANJO
Ei nstein, no!

Banj o goes to rush over but Muse stops him

MOUSE
VWhatever it is may still be out there.
Li sten.

The sane SOUND of SCRAPING is heard, but it's getting fainter.
Way down the tunnel, comes a flash of blue light.

BANJO
Did you see that?

Mbuse nods, then takes off his outer shirt.

MOUSE
Wap himup up in this, just in case,
and we'll take himto Doc.

Sad, Banj o nods.
| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Ronmeo sits on one of the stool at one of the exam nation
tables, his hand on the table. Carol uses a scal pel to renove
a small piece of tissue fromRoneo's finger. Ronmeo w nces
slightly. She picks it up with tweezers and puts it on a
petri dish.

Qut of her pocket she produces a small pen-like device. She
puts it over the wound and presses the button, and a small
| aser cauterizes the woul d.

CARCOL
That should do it. Are you getting
any feeling back in the hand?
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RAOVEO
Alittle... Say Doc, why don't you
and | continue this exam nation
sonmewhere private?

CARCL
Private? In a mne, on a barren
moon, wWith sonme kind of creature
wandering around? Not hardly. Al so,

one, |I'mmarried--
ROVEO
But you're not getting along. It

nmust be tough being stuck with soneone
who doesn't |ight your fire.

CARCOL
...And two, even if | weren't, you're
not ny type.

ROMVEO
"Il bet | can be...

CARCOL
You're a real piece of work aren't
you? Forget it Roneo. In eight
days, we'll be off this rock, with

our share of the profits, and we'l|

never have to see each other again.

My advice is to just to keep it in

your pants for a little longer. |If

you can't do that, I'"'msure if |

turn the power up on this |aser,

can renove the problem .. Permanently.
(smles w ckedly)

Do we understand each other?

ROVEO
(un-nerved)
Yes Ma'am Can | go now?

Carol nods. Roneo turn and noves quickly to the exit and
QUT OF SCENE. Carol CHUCKLES and puts the | aser device back
in her pocket.

She picks up the petri dish and sets it into a nmachi ne nearby.
Presses a button.

CARCL
(calls out)
Stacy, display findings.

On a video screen in front of Carol, a list of nanes appears,
with correspondi ng nunbers. Carol |ooks at them



Arthur cones |INTO SCENE fromthe hallway. Carol

hi m

CARCL ( CONT' D)
Just in tine...

Cones over to stand next to Carol.

The picture on the screen changes to the chem cal

Lysi ne.

ARTHUR
What do you have?

CARCL
Report on tissue sanple from Roneo.
According to this, his salt and
acetylcholine levels are at twenty-
four percent of nornmal.

ARTHUR
VWi ch means?

CARCL

That he was | ucky he dropped that
thing as fast as he did. |[If he had
held onto it |onger, he would have
had even nore nerve danage. There's
one nore thing I want you to see.

(to Stacy)
Stacy, bring up enzyne nodel s.

ARTHUR
Lysine...?
CARCL
(to Arthur)

Very good, and here | thought you
sl ept through Organic Chem stry.

ARTHUR
Only when you were | ecturing.

CARCL
(irked)
Typical. Csix Hfourteen Ntw O
two, a positively charged Am no acid
found in al nost every living thing.

ARTHUR
Ckay, that nmuch | still renmenber.
Where is this going?

36.

turns, sees

| ayout of



37.

CARCL
(to Stacy)
Next slide.

The slide changes to show a different nolecule. Sane as the
Lysine, but with Si instead Cin the fornul a.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
Here's what we found in the aninal's
bodies in mnute anpbunts. Sane exact
structure as Lysine, but with Silicon
where the Carbon shoul d be. Nearest
we can figure, this chem cal renoves
both salt and Acetyl choline out of
the nerve receptors. |--

Carol is interrupted by the sound of the door to the |ab
opening. They both turn to see Muuse standing at the door
with Einstein wapped in his shirt. Carol sighs.

CARCL (CONT' D)
Ei nst ei n?

Mbuse nods.

MOUSE
Banjo and | found himin the tunnel
near the refinery.

CARCL
(upset)
Damm. Bring himto the table.

Mouse brings himin and places himon the examtabl e.

MOUSE
| didn't want Banjo to touch himin
case there was sonething on him

CARCL
Good thinking. Were is Banjo?

MOUSE
In his quarters. He's real upset.

Carol gingerly renoves the shirt and exam nes Einstein. He
has the sane wounds as the snmaller animals. Carol picks up
a pair of calipers and neasures the spacing between the
wounds. Looks grim

CARCL
Spacing is eight centineters. |It's
still grow ng.

( MORE)



CAROL ( CONT' D)
(to Mouse)
|"mgoing to need to run sone tests
on Einstein, but I"mpretty sure of
what 1'Il find. 1'll need your shirt
for awhile in case anything got on
it.

MOUSE
Sure Doc.

ARTHUR
Mouse, did you see or hear anything
when you were | ooking?

MOUSE
Yeah, a couple of things. W noticed
ot of the work |lights were out.

ARTHUR
| s that unusual ?

MOUSE
Under nornmal circunstances, no, but
| just replaced them they shoul dn't
have failed. Wen we found Einstein,
we heard a scraping noise and saw a
bl ue light further down the tunnel

CARCL
(to Arthur)

The egg gl owed bl ue before it hatched.

ARTHUR
(To Carol)
It's possible the creature could be
phosphor escent.
(to Mouse)
Anyt hi ng el se you renenber?

MOUSE
No, that's all

ARTHUR
Wll, it's a start.

MOUSE

| want to check and see how Banjo is
doing. Are you done with nme?

CARCL
Yeah, go ahead. Call nme if he needs
anything to help himsleep. If you
see any of the other crew, |let them
know what happened.

38.
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MOUSE
| will. Thanks Doc.

Mouse goes out the door and OUT OF SCENE. Arthur turns to
Carol .

ARTHUR
How big will this thing get?

CARCL
| have no i dea.

| NT. HALLWAY QOUTSI DE THE LAMBERT' S QUARTERS - LATER

Enpty for a nonent, but Muse conmes down the hallway and
stops at the door. He KNOCKS.

ARTHUR (O. S.)
(Behi nd Door)
Wo is it?

MOUSE
It's Mbouse...

ARTHUR (O. S.)
(behi nd door)
What do you want ?

MOUSE
| need to you cone right away.

CAROL (O S.)
(Behi nd door)
s it Banjo?

MOUSE
No, the mners are calling a neeting.
They want you there ASAP.

CAROL (O S.)
(Behi nd door)
At this hour?

ARTHUR (O S.)
Tell themwe're on our way.

MOUSE
kay. . .

Mouse turns and goes down the hall way.
| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

All the mners are there seated around the table, except for
Banj o, who sits at one of the couches, wapped in a bl anket.
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The rest are in a heated argunent.

FI ST
And | don't care what we have to
do... as long as this thing is |oose,
none of us is safe.

BUSTER
Do we have any idea how big this
thing is?

ROVEO
W don't even know what it | ooks
like. | say we break out the |asers
and go looking for it.

MOUSE
W don't know if lasers will even
wor K.

PAPA

Well we God damm have to do sonet hi ng!

The door slides open, Arthur and Carol cone into the room

ARTHUR
And we will, but | agree with Muse,
I|'"'mnot sure if lasers are the way
to go.

MOUSE

What do you suggest?

Arthur cones over to the table, while Carol goes over to sit
next to Banjo. She puts her armaround his shoul der,
conforting him

ARTHUR
Thanks to Mouse and Banj o, we know
three things we weren't sure of
before. One, it glows with a blue
light. The vids in the science Lab
show that it glowed while it was
hat ching. Two, we know that it pulled
power out of the Lab's grid, first
the lanp and then the |ighting.
Mouse said that there were a | ot of
work |ights out where they found
Ei nst ei n.

ROVEO
So what? We're al ways repl acing
l'ights.



MOUSE
Yeah but | had just changed them
They shoul d have been worki ng.

ARTHUR

Agreed. The |lights may have been
drai ned by whatever it is we're
| ooking for. Third, Muse said he
heard a scrapi ng noi se goi ng down
the tunnel away fromthem

(to Carol)
Carol, what makes a scrapi ng noi se
when it runs?

Carol | ooks over at him

CARCOL
By Earth standards, |ots of animals.
| nsects, for one, Arthropods,
Crustaceans. It's not so much a
scraping as it is the outer shells
rubbi ng agai nst each ot her when they
nmove, making noi se.

ARTHUR
And four pairs of wounds. What does
that add up to?

Banj o | ooks up.

BANJO
A spider?

ARTHUR

O sonething |like one.

(calls out)
Stacy, take in all pertinent
informati on, and extrapolate. @G ven
data, using an earth spider as a
nodel . How |l arge an animal are we
| ooki ng for?

STACY (V. Q)
Based on data, unknown creature woul d
be point nine zero neters in |length

PAPA
Three feet? You nean to tell ne we
are looking for a three foot |ong
gl ass spider?

CARCL
We can't be sure until we actually
see it.



BUSTER
| sure don't want to. | hate spiders.
ARTHUR
(to Papa)

Papa, you've been here the | ongest.
What' s your advice?

PAPA
Can't say that 1've run into anything
like this on a dig before, but I
agree with Roneo. W break out the
hand | asers, look for it and kill it
if we can. We sure can't risk doin
any nore diggin' until we find it.

ROMEO
| agree.

BUSTER
Me too.

ARTHUR

| suggest that we turn all door | ocks
to pal mscan entry.

PAPA
Agreed. We'll need to get all the
m ni ng machi nes and the refinery
power ed down.

ROVEO
Mouse and | can take care of the
m ni ng machi nes.

FI ST
"1l shut down the refinery. | want
to upload all my mning data into
Stacy just in case we | ose power.
Better to do that sooner than |ater.
It'1] be safer in the bunker anyway.

PAPA
Get the |l asers out of storage. Fist,
take Buster with you.

Banj o | ooks up.

BANJO
"1l go with Mouse and Roneo.

PAPA
You can go with ne.
( MORE)
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PAPA ( CONT' D)
The faster we secure everything, the
faster we can get out of there.
(to Arthur)
Pr of essor ?

ARTHUR
"1l keep working on a way to track
it and see if | can translate the
witing on the box. It mght give
us a clue on how to destroy it.

PAPA
Ckay, everybody to their tasks.
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The nmen peel off into pairs and head out, through the doors

and OQUT OF SCENE. Carol stands, |ooking irked.

CARCL
And what am | supposed to do, stay
home and knit?

Arthur cones over to her.

ARTHUR
| need to you to run nore tests on
Ei nstein and find out whatever el se
you can.

CARCOL
(serious)
Arthur, what if we can't stop it?

ARTHUR
It has to have a weakness. W just
need to find it what that is.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE- LATER
Armed with | aser pistols, Fist and Buster nove i

refinery area. They |ook around for any danger,
see anything. The refinery area is very quiet,

nto the
but don't
sone of the

lighting is working while sonme isn't. Fist |ooks up.

FI ST
Sonme of the lighting is out. | hope
the conputer is still operating.

Fi st and Buster nove over to the conputer area.

Fist taps a

button on the conputer and it lights up. Fist breaths a

sigh of relief.

FI ST (CONT' D)
Conmput er seens to be okay. 1'll
start the upload to Stacy.
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Fi st taps several buttons on the nmachi ne.

FI ST (CONT' D)
That should do it.
(to Buster)
"' m gonna go make sure all the
machi nes are | ocked down. You check
the tunnels, see how many nore |ights
are out.

BUSTER
But Papa sai d- -

FI ST
You got a laser gun, use it if you
have to. Don't be such a coward.
| f anyt hing happens, | can track you
t hrough the comand be there in a
few m nut es.

BUSTER
Ckay Fi st.

Fi st goes over to the controls for the refinery, while Buster
noves down the tunnel and OUT OF SCENE. As soon as Buster

is gone, Fist noves to an area to the side of his control
area, and over to a large crate, anongst other machinery

that has a cover over the top of it.

Fi st | ooks around to nake sure he's alone and pulls the cover
off the box. He |ooks around as sees:

POV

A gaping hole in the box. A bar of netal, |ooking like silver
is halfway out the hole, it's one end chewed up and partially
m ssi ng.

BACK TO SCENE

Fist is surprised and angry. He picks up the bar, exam nes
it.

FI ST
VWhat the fuck?!

I NT. MNE - MOMENTS LATER

Laser gun in his hand, Buster cautiously noves down the
tunnel. The lights are on. It's quiet for a few nonents,
and then the SOUND of SCRAPING is heard, softly

Un-nerved, Buster hits his com
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BUSTER
(Into com
Buster to Fist.

FIST (V.Q)
(over com
Fi st here...

BUSTER
(into com
| hear sonething...

FIST (V.0O)
(over com
Where are you?

BUSTER
(into com
Level one, section six. Everything
| ooks fi ne.

FIST (V.Q)
(over com
Don't take any chances. GCet back to
the refinery, now

Down the tunnel, there is a spark of electricity on the
ceiling and a section of |ights goes out. Buster sees it.

BUSTER
Shi t!

Buster runs down the tunnel. As he goes, there are nore
flashes of electricity and other sections of lighting go
out, and the SOUND OF SCRAPI NG, gets | ouder.

BUSTER ( CONT' D)
(into com
It's right behind ne!!

FIST (V.Q)
(over com
Well then blast it!

Buster raises his weapon and | ooks behind him just as another
arc of electricity hits nearby and above him and the area
is plunged into darkness. Buster runs in the dark.

FI ST (V.0 ) (CONT' D)
(over com
Buster, what's going on?
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BUSTER
(into com
The lights are out. | can't see

anyt hi ng.
Buster trips in the darkness and falls.
POV

Fromthe ceiling of the tunnel. A bright blue light flares
up and Buster is beneath it, face down, fromwhere he tripped.
He turns over, faces the |ight and SCREANS.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE- CONTI NUQUS

Fist is by his conmputer when Buster's SCREAMS are heard over
his com

FI ST
(into com
Bust er! Bust er!

The SCREAMS are cut off. Fist |ooks up.

FI ST (CONT' D)
(yell s out)
Stacy, Buster's |ocation!

STACY (V.0O)
Comis non functional.

FI ST _
Scan | evel one, areas six and seven.

STACY (V.0O)
Stationary human, area siX.

FI ST
Stacy, Sound mne alarm

The SOUND of a BLARING ALARM fills the air. Fist puts his
hands to his ears to block the noise. He doesn't hear the
fai nt ANGRY ROAR of an ani mal somewhere down the tunnel

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUQUS

Carol exani nes Einstein, Arthur studies the box. The ALARM
goes off, catching their attention.

ARTHUR
VWhat the Hell ?!
(to Stacy)

Stacy, Alarmorigin.



47.

STACY (V.Q)
Ref i nery.

CARCL
"Il get ny ned bag.

I NT. M NE - CONTI NUOUS

Papa and Banjo are at several nachines, shutting them down.
The SOUND of the ALARM causes themto | ook up

BANJO
(to Papa)
What's that?

PAPA
Tr oubl e.

Papa runs down the tunnel with Banjo right behind him

ARTHUR (V. Q)
And this is how you found hinf

I NT. MNE - LATER
The m ners are huddl ed around the body of Buster. There are

spotlights set up around the body, illumnating it. Carol
exam nes the body. Arthur talks to Fist. Fist nods.

PAPA

Wiy'd ya let himgo off on his own?
FI ST

It wasn't ny idea. | was upl oading

to Stacy, and he wandered off. You
know how he is...was.

ARTHUR
D d you see anything, hear anything?
FI ST
No, not hi ng.
ARTHUR
(to Carol)

Carol, you got anything?
Wth a sigh, Carol stands.
CARCL
Not hi ng we haven't seen before, except
for this.

She holds up a bag with what | ooks |ike a shard of glass in
it.
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CARCL ( CONT' D)
found it in Buster's hand.
st have broken it off of the

He

eature when they were struggling.
Il take it to the | ab and see what
can find. ['l'l want to exani ne

e body too.

MOUSE
Il get one of the transports and
ing himto you. Banjo, conme with

ne.

Banj o nods.

SCENE.

The two of them nove down the tunne

Fist turns to the others.
FI ST
| still got some shutting down to
do. Ronmeo, you want to help me?
ROVEO
Sure.
ARTHUR
We'll wait for the transport. Be
caref ul
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and OQUT OF

The two nen wal k of f.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE-

Roneo and Fi st cone out of the tunnel
Roneo | ooks around.

of fice.

Papa doesn't

| ook pl eased.

LATER

and into refinery

ROVEO
Looks |ike everything' s shut down.

FI ST

That's because it
need to show you.

sonet hi ng |

He goes to the conputer,
box.

is. There's

and pulls out a drawer, pulls out a

He opens it and pulls out the partially eaten bar of
| ap about the size of a person's palm

Ronmeo i s surprised.

ROVEO
VWhat the hell happened to that?
Looks like half of it's been eaten.
FI ST
| guess whatever killed Buster has a
taste for Lap.
ROVEO

Seriously?

How nuch are we m ssing?
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FI ST
Two bars and half of this one.
put the rest of the lap in the vault.
Not hi ng' s gonna get through those
walls. W can sift it out later,
once we take care of our little
pr obl em

ROVEO
Yeah, and speaking of problem 1|'m
not keen on being a sitting duck in
case that nonster comes back for
nore Lap, so | say we get back to
Cont r ol

FI ST
Good i dea.

Hol ds up bar of Lap.

FI ST (CONT' D)
| should show this to the Professor.

ROVEO
He may ask questi ons.
FI ST
Don't worry. | got |lots of answers.

The two nen nove out of the refinery, down the tunnel and
OUT OF SCENE

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

It's looking grimin the science center. Einstein |lays on
one of the tables and the cloth shrouded body of Buster is
on a gurney near by.

Carol exam nes the shard at the table. She places it on a
di sh.

CARCL
(calls out)
Stacy, run scan on object.

STACY (V.0O)

Scanni ng. ..

(beat)
bj ect conposed of fifty-one percent
silicon, twenty percent oxygen, five
percent nitrogen, seven percent
Lapi ni um seventeen percent unknown
m ner al s.
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Carol | ooks surprised. The door to the hallway opens and
Art hur enters.

CARCL
That can't be right.

ARTHUR
VWhat can't be right?

She turns to him

CARCL
The readings. | ran a scan on the
shard and conpared the readings from
before it hatched. The percentages
are different. Most everything is
close to what it was, but the anount
of Lapiniumis nore than three tines
nor e.

ARTHUR
How i s that possible?

CARCL
| have no i dea.

Arthur gets an idea and sm | es.

ARTHUR
But we can use that that to our
advant age.
(calls out)
Stacy, scan for Lapiniumin
percentages greater than five percent.
W dest possi bl e spread.

STACY (V.0O)
Scanni ng. ..
(beat)
Target | ocation, corridor A, Section
t hr ee.
CARCOL
What ?

At that noment, the door opens. Arthur and Carol turn and
pull their lasers out, just as Fist cones through the door.
He sees the guns drawn, and suddenly nervous.

FI ST
Hey, wait a m nute!

They | ower their weapons, relieved.
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ARTHUR
Fi st, what the hell?

FI ST
| could say the sanme thing. The
| ast thing | expected to see wal king
in was two pistols pointed at ne.

ARTHUR
VWhat are you doi ng here?

Fist pulls the piece of Lap out of his pocket and shows it
to them

FI ST
| wanted to bring you this.

Carol and Arthur come over to him

CARCL
|s that a bar of Lap?

ARTHUR
| would say what's |left of one.
What happened to it?

FI ST
| pulled this bar out of the | ast
lot | refined, to test for purity.
| thought it would be okay on the C
table. The next tinme | sawit, it
| ooked |ike this.

Carol takes it fromhimand examnes it.

CARCL
It looks like it's been chewed on.

She makes a realization. Calls out.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
Stacy, extrapol ation node.

STACY (V.0O)
Ready. ..

CARCL
G ven, Creature is silicon-based.
G ven, Absorbs salt and Acetyl choline
fromit's victins. Gyven, utilizes
Lapiniumin it's structure.

ARTHUR
Carol, what are you doi ng?



She nmotions himto stop tal king.

CARCOL
G ven, creature absorbs electrica
energy from surroundings. Probability
percentile, the creature uses salt,
acetyl choline and Lapiniumfor growth
and structural stability.

STACY (V.0O)
Processing... eighty six point three
percent probability.

Carol | eans back on the table, satisfied.

ARTHUR
You mind telling nme what that was
al | about?

CARCL
W' ve been going about this the wong
way. . .

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

The nen,
Carol .

CARCL
W' ve been assum ng that the
creature i s purposely absorbing
electricity.

PAPA
You nean it's not?
CARCL
| don't think so. It has seven

percent lap in it's structure. Mbuse,
what is lap used for?

MOUSE
In small anounts, m xed with other
ferrous netals, it danpens el ectrical
fields.

CARCOL
Right. Wiy would a creature that
pur posely absorbs electricity have
sonething in it's systemthat danpens
it? It may be that electricity is
attracted to it, not the other way
ar ound.

52.

m nus Buster, sit around the table, listening to
The bar of lap sits on the table.
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PAPA
So it needs to eat Lap to keep from
bei ng overl oaded?

ARTHUR
Precisely, which is why | asked Stacy
to scan for any concentrations of
nore than five percent Lap. Since
t hat doesn't occur on Peran naturally,
it'"ll stand out |ike a beacon.

ROVEO
That nmeans we can track it, right?

ARTHUR
Unfortunately, Stacy can only scan
the first two levels, and this m ne
is five levels. So far, it hasn't

shown up on sensors. It could be
anywher e.

FI ST
So we need sonething that will draw
it out.

ARTHUR

You have a suggestion?
Fi st picks up the piece of Lap and holds it up.

FI ST
Just one.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Carol works on the body of Buster, who lies on the gurney,
stripped to the waist, the spaced wounds visible. Arthur
stands nearby. They're arguing.

CARCL
| f you want my opinion--

ARTHUR
| don't.

CARCL
Well, you're going to get it anyway.
This has got to be one of the
stupi dest ideas |'ve ever heard.

She points to the wounds.
CAROL ( CONT' D)

Look at these wounds.
( MORE)



CAROL ( CONT' D)
Twel ve point five centineters apart. ..
I f you go by Stacy's cal cul ati ons,
the creature was about five feet
| ong when it attacked Buster. Wo
knows how big it is now?

ARTHUR
We don't have many options at this
point. W can't wait for it to get

hungry again. 1'd rather draw it
out using the Lap, than one of the
men. |f you' ve got a better idea,
now s the tine.

CARCOL
Frankly, | don't. | still don't
like it.

ARTHUR
Dul y not ed.

Arthur turns to | eave.
CARCOL

Arthur wait.
He turns back.

CARCL ( CONT' D)
"' mnot sure what this neans, if
anyt hi ng, but when | was exam ni ng
Buster, Stacy did a scan of Salt
I evel s in his body.

ARTHUR
They were depleted, right?

CARCOL
Not conpletely. The tissue nearest
t he wounds had |l ow or no salt |evels,
but the outer extremties had al npst
nor mal readi ngs.

ARTHUR
VWi ch means?

CARCOL
|"mnot sure, but it |ooks like
sonething interrupted it before it
was fini shed.
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I NT. M NE - LATER

An area where several tunnels converge. An open el evator

pl atform about 15 feet in dianmeter is at the center of the
tunnels, On a box at the center of the platform are two
bars of Lap and the partial.

There are tools on the platform including shovels, and a
control panel in the mddle. Three |lights on stands are
al so on the platform near the panel.

Except for Arthur, all the mners are on the platform Fist
cones off the platformand over to Arthur, who is bent down,
| ooking at the floor of the tunnels.

FI ST
Fi ndi ng anyt hi ng?

Arthur straightens up.
ARTHUR

Not hi ng obvi ous |i ke discernible
footprints, but frankly, | don't

know what |I'm 1l ooking for. | could
be | ooking right at them and not
even know.

FI ST

How do you know this plan is even
going to work?

ARTHUR
| don't, but if the creature needs
Lap to survive, it'll have to cone

out and get it.

PAPA
(calls out)
Hey professor, everything' s ready.

Both nmen turn towards Papa. Arthur gives hima wave and the
two of themget onto the el evator platform

PAPA ( CONT' D)
(to Arthur)
VWhat | evel ?

ARTHUR
"1l check.

Hts his com



ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Stacy, scan for levels of Lapinium
greater than five percent, w dest
possi bl e spread. Mask el evator
pl at f orm

STACY (V.0O)
(Over Com
No contact present.

MOUSE
So | guess that neans it's in the
| oner | evels.

ARTHUR
Wul d seem so.
(to Mouse)
Mouse, take us down to |evel five,
sl ow speed. We'Ill start there and

wor k our way back up. Everyone,
have their |asers ready.

Mouse nods and presses a button on the control
owers slowy. Arthur conmes over to stand by Fist.

platform

Fi st nods.

The el evator continues it's descent.
lights are out.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(to Fist)
| have a question.

FI ST
Shoot . ..

ARTHUR
Buster's com was on when he was
attacked, right?

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
How | ong after his com went dead did
you sound the al arnf?

FI ST
The al arnf? Couldn't have been nore
than ten maybe fifteen seconds. Wy
do you ask?

ARTHUR
Just sonething that Carol told ne.

panel

56.

and t he

A nunber of the ceiling
Papa cones over and stands next to Arthur.
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PAPA
(to Arthur)
Looks like it passed this way.

ARTHUR
Yeah, it does.
(calls out)
Roneo, turn on the bio-lights.

ROVEO
Ckay.

Roneo goes to each light and turns themon. A yellow glow
spills out of each of themillum nating the area.

FI ST
Wiy the bio-lights?

ARTHUR
It may get darker, the further down
we go. So far, the creature attracts
electricity fromcurrent. These

lights are chemcal. |If sonething' s
going to attack ne, | want to see it
com ng.

FI ST

Can't argue that |ogic.

The el evator stops on the floor of a tunnel, the fifth |evel.
Art hur | ooks around. About 3/4 of the lights are out. There
are three tunnels that branch off fromtheir |ocation

ARTHUR
We'll start here.

BANJO
VWhat do we do?

ARTHUR
The pl ace where we found the box is
a hundred feet down that way. |
want to take a | ook at the area.
Banj o, Mbouse, you want to conme with
ne?

BANJO
Sur e Professor.

MOUSE
['min.
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ARTHUR
(to the other nen)
You three stay here. |f you see or
hear anything, get us on the com

Mouse, Banjo and Arthur step off the el evator and head down

the tunnel. Roneo turns to Fist.
ROVEO
If | see anything, |'mgonna start
shoot i ng.
Fi st nods.

I NT. M NE - MOMENTS LATER

Near where the box was found. The lights in the area are
still on and the digger is still in basically the sanme pl ace
as before. Another tunnel branches off fromthe site, but
no |ights.

Mouse, Arthur and Banjo, each carrying a flashlight in one
hand and a |l aser in the other, come upon where the box was
found. The area |ooks |ike it has been disturbed and none
of the dark sand is seen.

ARTHUR
Just as | thought. It's been here.

BANJO
How can you tell?

ARTHUR
Al'l the black sand that | eaked out
of the box is gone, probably eaten
by the creature. Not surprising.
It would have to be able to absorb
Lap fromthe surroundi ng soil.

During Arthur's speech There is the faint SOUND of SCRAPI NG

comng fromfurther dowmn the tunnel. Banjo hears it first.
BANJO
Prof essor, | hear sonet hing.

They all turn. The SCRAPINGis a bit louder. Al are
concer ned.

BANJO ( CONT' D)
That's the sane sound we heard when
we found Ei nstein.

ARTHUR
We better get back to the el evator.
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MOUSE
Yeah, and fast...

The Three nmen nove quickly down the tunnel. The SCRAPING is
getting louder. Fromdown the tunnel, conmes a flash of blue
[ight.

I NT. M NE - MOMENTS LATER

By the elevator. Papa, Fist and Roneo stand on the el evator
platform Romeo | ooks bored.

ROMVEO
How | ong you think we'll be here?

PAPA
Sone pl ace you gotta be?

ROVEO
| just don't like the idea of standing
around waiting for sonething to attack
us.

PAPA
Just stop your whining and..

From out of the tunnel, Muse, Banjo and Arthur come running.

ARTHUR
(Yell'ing)
Get ready to nove! It's behind us!

The nmen run towards the el evator, as sonething bursts out of
t he tunnel

The creature looks simlar to a centipede, about ten feet

| ong, narrow body and twelve pairs of legs. It has a |large
head with | arge eyes and antenna, and a small nouth with no
jaws, just small protuberances.

It's nost striking feature is that it looks like it's nmade
entirely of clear glass. As it noves, electricity arcs to
it fromthe ceiling lights and they go out, and the creature
glows blue for a few nonents. The bio-lights keep the area
lit.

Papa noves to the center and starts the elevator. The three
men junp onto the platformas it starts to nove up

Ronmeo and Fist fire their lasers at the creature as it
approaches. The beans pass right through it. The creature
is getting closer, but the elevator noves up shaft before
the creature gets up there, leaving the creature to cl anor
ar ound.
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Art hur cones over to Papa.

PAPA
Sure don't |l ook Iike no spider.

ARTHUR
Just get us out of here.

Fi st cones over to Arthur.

FI ST
The lasers didn't even slow it down.
VWhat do we do now?

PAPA
We get the hell outa here, that's
what .

They conme up to the widening on |evel four. Banjo |ooks
over the edge of the platform

BANJO
| can't see it.

Mbuse i s concerned.

MOUSE
(Yells)
Banj o, get away fromthe edge!

Banjo turns to come back to the mddle, just as one of the
creature's legs spears his calf. Banjo SCREAMS and falls,
as the creature hauls it's head and front I egs up onto the
platform Muse grabs a shovel and cones at the creature.

Mouse sl ans the shovel into the creature's face, and causes
it tolet go of Banjo. Ronmeo runs up and pulls Banjo away.
Mouse keeps slanm ng away until the creature di sappears over
the side and the shovel breaks. The el evator goes up the
central shaft.

Mouse goes over to Banjo who is barely conscious. Banjo has
his hand on the wound. Roneo | ooks at Mouse.

ROVEO
He's bl eeding pretty bad, Mbouse.

Mouse | ooks up and sees the bandanna around Roneo' s neck.
MOUSE
(to Roneo)
G ve ne your Bandanna. | can use it
for a tourniquet.

Roneo takes off the Bandanna and gives it to Muse.
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There is a THUWPI NG sound and the el evator shakes. Papa
turns to Arthur.

PAPA
| think it's underneath us. Wen we
get to level three, it'll be able to

get to us.
Arthur calls out to the rest of the crew.

ARTHUR
Keep an eye out.

Mouse has fashioned a tourniquet out of the bandanna and
used part of the broken shovel to keep it tight.

By this point, everyone is clustered near the center of the
el evator. The elevator cones up to the third | evel and the
space opens out. Fromunderneath the elevator, the creature

cones out, clinbing up the wall. Roneo sees it.
ROVEO
(Yells out)

There it isl!

Roneo fires at it. It goes through the creature's body but
hits the wall behind it and kicks up debris, which unsteadies
the creature. Arthur notices.

ARTHUR
Aimfor it's feet. See if we can
knock it off the wall.

They fire at the dirt belowit's feet, and after a few nonents
it loses it's footing and falls onto the mne floor. The
el evator goes up into the shaft.

After a few nonents, the THUVWPI NG returns and the el evator
rocks.

PAPA
W may have pissed it off.
FI ST
What was your first clue?
ARTHUR
As long as it's below us, we're safe.
(to Mouse)

Mouse, how s Banjo?

MOUSE
Not good. | can't stop the bleeding.
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Arthur, | ooks over at the other men. The THUMPI NG hits again
and shakes everybody.

FI ST
If this keeps up, it's gonna get
t hr ough.

ROVEO

What do we do when we get to the
next |evel?

ARTHUR
Keep it busy for just a few seconds
until 1 call Stacy.

ROVEO
What's the conputer going to be able
to do?

ARTHUR

Not sure, but | have a theory.

The el evator clears the second | evel, and the creature grabs
hold of the edge of the platform They train their |asers
on the metal flooring and fire.

The netal becomes hot and the creature backs away with a
ROAR OF PAIN. It then clinbs up the wall and nenaces them
as they fire at the creature's feet, keeping it off-bal ance.

Arthur taps his com devi ce.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(into com
Stacy, sound mne al armni

The SOUND of a BLARING ALARM fills the air. At once, the
creature starts withing as in pain and falls onto the m ne
floor, still withing and SHRI EKING The bl ue gl ow fl ashes.

The nmen on the platformcover their ears as the el evator

goes up. Papa noves over to get a better | ook and cones
face-to face with the creature as it has clinbed the wall,
still glowng and thrashing it's head back and forth in pain.

Papa turns to get out of the way, but the creature grabs
him it's front feet stabbing into him Papa SCREAMS and
continues to do so when the creature retreats and di sappears
down the el evator shaft, carrying Papa with it.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(Overl ap)
NO 1!
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MOUSE
(Overl ap)
PAPA! !

Arthur falls to his knees, upset and spent. He pounds the
floor in frustration.

ARTHUR
Danmi t !

Roneo crosses hinself. The el evator goes into the Shaft.

FI ST
Aren't we going after hin®

Art hur shakes his head.

ARTHUR
He's gone. There's nothing we can
do for him

He st ands.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
W need to get Banjo to Carol, or
we're going to |l ose himtoo.

| NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

The four nmen carry Banjo to the Medical/Science Lab. They
get to the door and it opens and they go in. The ALARM still
BLARES.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUGUS

Al of the tables have been pushed against the wall and an
exam nation table is at the center, along wth a nunber of
medi cal -1 ooki ng gadgets. Carol is waiting as they cone

t hrough t he door.

CARCOL
(Concer ned)
Put himon the table.

The nen place Banjo on the table. Carol takes a pair of
sci ssors and cuts away the pant |eg.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
Arthur, put the scanner on his
forehead... and can sonebody do
sonet hi ng about that damm al arn?

Arthur goes over and gets the scanner.
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ARTHUR
(Calls out)
Stacy, engage all outside crash doors!
Art hur places the scanner on Banjo's forehead. It lights
up.
STACY (V. Q)

Crash doors engaged.

ARTHUR
Silence Al arm

The ALARM goes off. Carol pulls away the pants |eg, and
| ooks at the wound. It's deep, ugly and still bl eeding.

CARCL
Dam, what a ness.
(Calls out)
Stacy, vitals.

Carol picks up various tools and begins working on the | eg.
Fist takes two full and one partial bars of Lap out of his
pants pockets and puts them on the table.

STACY (V.Q)
Heart rate forty-five, blood pressure
fifty over twenty-six. Tenperature
ninety two point three. Blood volune
down twenty-five percent.

Carol gets the bleeding under control. Except for Arthur
and Mouse, the others have pulled back.

CARCL
That shoul d stop the bl eeding.
(To Fist and Roneo)
You two can go up to the | ounge.
"1l let you know when he's
stabi |l i zed.

She | ooks around and then over to Arthur.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
(questi oni ngly)
Were's Papa...?

Art hur shakes his head. Carol sighs, sadly.
CAROL ( CONT' D)
(under her breath)
| knew it was a stupid plan.

Fi st and Roneo go out the door, into the hallway and OQUT OF
SCENE.
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CAROL ( CONT' D)
(to Mouse)
You can |l et go Mouse, |'ve cl osed
off the artery.

The Mouse |lets go of the tourniquet.

ARTHUR
Mouse, if you want to wait with the
ot hers. ..

MOUSE
| "' m st ayi ng.

CARCOL

Suit yourself.
(calls out)
Stacy, scan for pseudo-Lysine.

STACY (V. Q)
None det ect ed.

CARCL
Thank goodness for small favors.
(calls out)
Stacy, blood type, Evans, Jim

STACY (V.0O)
B Negati ve.

CAROL
How many units in stasis?

STACY (V.0O)
Two units.

CARCOL

That's not going to be enough.

MOUSE
How much do you need?

CARCL
One nmaybe two nore units.

Mouse starts taking off his shirt. Arthur and Carol | ook at
hi m curi ously.

ARTHUR
(to Mouse)
VWat are you doi ng?

MOUSE
Doc says he needs nore bl ood. She
can have sone of m ne
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ARTHUR
We don't know if you're conpati bl e.

MOUSE
(calls out)
Stacy, blood type, Del ano, Paul..
Genetic relationship to Evans, Jim

Carol is intrigued.

STACY (V. Q)
B negative... Genetic relationship,
parent .
ARTHUR
(stunned)

You're his father?
Mbuse nods.

MOUSE (V. Q)
| guess | should a told you guys
when | bought up Perk's share..

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER
Fi st, Romeo, Muse, and Arthur sit around the table, talking.

MOUSE
... but I was afraid that one of
you' d slip up and Banjo would find
out | bought it for him Then he'd
start asking questions |I wasn't ready
to answer, like nme being his father.

The door to the | ounge opens up and Carol cones in. Muse
gets up quickly, gets dizzy and sits back down.

CARCL
Take it easy Mouse. You're going to
to be weak for awhile.

MOUSE
How s Banj 0?

Carol cones down and sits at the table.

CARCL
Resting confortably. He'll be out
for an hour or so, but he should
make a full recovery.
(change of subject)
Now, what happened out there?
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| screwed up, that's what happened,
and now we' ve | ost anot her crewran.
W went out with |asers | ooking for
a five foot spider, and ended up
finding a ten foot | ong centi pede.

CARCL
Centi pede? And the |lasers?

ARTHUR
No effect. We were right about one
thing. It does look like it's nmade

of glass. The lasers passed right
through it. The only thing that
seened to effect it was the alarm

FI ST
(to Arthur)
How di d you know?

ARTHUR
Sonet hing Carol said, the creature
being interrupted after it attacked
Buster. The only thing it could
have been was the alarm

ROVEO
Smart thinking Professor.

ARTHUR
Not good enough to save Papa.
(calls out)
Stacy, how |l ong before the Hydra
conmes out of slip space?

STACY (V.0O)
Forty-five hours, forty-six mnutes.

ARTHUR
kay, this is howit's going to go.
The Hydra conmes out of slip in about
two days. Then, it will take another
two days for it to get here. |1've
brought down the crash doors, so it
can't get in.

FI ST
Good nove

ARTHUR
But that neans we all stay put until
they get here. No one goes out into
the mne or the refinery.

( MORE)
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ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
We can contact Hydra and explain our
situation when they hit normal space.
They're better equi pped to handl e
trouble than we are. Everybody agree?

Everyone nods.
| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Banj o, his |l eg bandaged, lays in a standard hospital -type
bed. Arthur | ooks at the box at another table, still trying
to figure it out, while Carol works on the conputer at
another table. Banjo is bored. He |ooks over at Carol.

BANJO
(Calls out)
Hey Doc.

Carol 1ooks up.

BANJO ( CONT' D)
How soon can | get outa here?
mean, | can heal up just as well in
my own quarters. No offense, but
it's boring here.

Carol smles.

CARCL

(to Arthur)
Kids, you give themtine to rel ax,
and they just don't appreciate it.

(to Banj o)
We'l|l take your vitals in about an
hour. If they | ook good, You can go
to your quarters and re-coop there.
That okay?

BANJO
Sounds great.

The door to the room opens and Mouse cones in. Banjo is
happy to see him

BANJO ( CONT' D)
Hey Mbuse, conme to make sure |' m not
wasting the bl ood you gave ne?

Mouse wal ks over to the bed. He | ooks seri ous.

MOUSE
You seemto be doing better.
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CARCL
He's just bored, plus the pain neds
are putting hima happy nood.

BANJO
Got that right.

Mouse | ooks over at Arthur and Carol, serious.

MOUSE

Could I have a mnute with hinf
ARTHUR

You know Carol, | could use a cup of

coffee. How about you?
Carol understands where this is going.

CARCL
That sounds wonderful. A break is
just what the Doctor ordered.

Carol and Arthur get up, nove to the doorway, out the door
and OQUT OF SCENE. Muse pulls up a chair and sits next to
Banjo's bed. It's awkward.

BANJO
| ah... guess | should thank you for
saving ny life, twice, actually. |
heard about you fighting off the
creature, and the transfusion. 1Isn't
it lucky that we have the sane bl ood

type. ..

MOUSE
Banj o, Janes, | need to say sonething.
Sonmet hing | should have told you a
| ong tine ago.

Banjo is al nost amnused.

BANJO
You nean that |'m your son?

MOUSE
(Taken aback)
Wait, what, you know? Who told you?
| f one of the guys bl abbed, |I'm gonna--

BANJO
It wasn't one of the guys. Mmtold
me, the day | got the mning share.
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| specifically told her not to say
anything to you about it.

BANJO
This is Momwe' re tal king about.
She couldn't keep a secret to save
her life, trust ne.

MOUSE
Way didn't you say sonet hi ng?

BANJO
| was waiting for you to. | certainly
gave you enough openi ngs, which you
neatly sidestepped. Besides, it
gave ne a chance to see what you
were really like, without all the
fam |y drama nucki ng things up.

MOUSE
How nmuch did your nother tell you
about nme?

BANJO

Everyt hi ng, She tal ked about you a
| ot, good stuff and bad. She told
me about the man you accidentally
killed, you junping bail, and that
you sent noney every month so we
could live confortable.

MOUSE
| shouldn't have run away, | shoul dn't
have |l eft you and your nom al one.
" m sorry Banj o.

BANJO
| f you hadn't, things would have
been a | ot worse for nomand ne, |
know that for a fact. W all make
m st akes, God knows, | sure did.

Banj o gives Mouse a playful punch in the arm

BANJO ( CONT' D)
Don't sweat it, Dad....

MOUSE
Say that again.

BANJO
(Laughs)
d...

70.
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MOUSE
| could get used to hearing that.

Banj o LAUGHS again until he gets a stab of pain fromhis
cal f.

BANJO
Ow, ne too.

I NT. FIST'S QUARTERS - LATER

Fist's quarters |ook pretty nmuch the sane as Banjos. Sparse,
utilitarian, pretty nuch like Fist hinmself. There is a KNOCK
on the DOOR, three long raps and a short one. Fist gets up
and goes to the door, puts his hand on the panel to the right
and it opens, revealing Roneo.

FI ST
Get i n herel

Fist pulls Roneo in and the door shuts behind him

FI ST (CONT' D)
Anybody see you?

ROVEO
Nah. The professor and the Doc are
in the | ounge having coffee and Muse
and Banjo are doing father and son
time in Medical. Wat's the problenf?

FI ST
The problemis that there is still
about four hundred and si xteen pounds
of Lap in the vault that shoul dn't
be there. W need to nove it.

ROVEO
(voi ce raises)
Are you crazy? Wth that thing
roam ng around out there! You saw
what it did to Papa, and Buster.

FI ST
Qui et down. Wiich would you rather
t ake your chances wth, the creature
or the mning board? Besides, it's
probably down at the bottom| evel

ROVEO
And what if it's looking for a neal,
or nore Lap? |If we open the vault,
how do we know it won't snell it and
come runni ng?
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FI ST
If it does, we turn on the mne alarm
Scare it off again.

ROVEO
Yeah, and that sure hel ped Papa,
didn"t it? Al it did was piss it

of f.
FI ST

Li sten, you gonna help nme or not?
ROVEO

No way. . .
FI ST

Suit yourself, but if | get caught,
you' re goi ng down with ne.

ROVEO
You' d squeal on ne?

FI ST
Li ke a pig in nud.

Roneo t hi nks about it. Then.

ROVEO
Ckay what do you want ne to do?

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

Banj o and Muse tal k anong t hensel ves, when Arthur and Carol
cone into the room They stop tal king and | ook over as they
enter. Carol |ooks concerned.

CARCL
Everyt hi ng okay?

Mouse and Banjo smle.
MOUSE

It's all good. Seens the little
twerp knew everything before he got

her e.
BANJO
My nomi s a bl abber nout h.
(to Mouse)

And who are you calling little?

ARTHUR
Mnd if we go back to our work?
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BANJO
Knock yoursel ves out.

Arthur goes over to the box and Carol to her conputer.

MOUSE
(to Banj o)

|"mgoing to the | ounge. Need
anyt hi ng?

BANJO
| could go for one of those Deni bi an
col as.

MOUSE
You do realize they're twenty percent
sugar .

BANJO

" mover twenty one, it's alittle
|ate to pull the overly concerned
dad routine. Just get ne the cola
and nobody gets hurt.

MOUSE
Ckay, okay. I1'll be back in a few.

Mouse goes towards the door. He |ooks at Carol, smles.

MOUSE ( CONT' D)
Kids. No respect.

Carol smles. Mouse continues on his way, out the door and
QUT OF SCENE. Banjo turns his attention to Arthur.

BANJO
(serious)
Prof essor, do you think Papa' s dead?

ARTHUR
Yes. As nuch energy as that creature
used fighting us, it would have needed
to replenish itself. | think that's
why it attacked us even after we
turned on the alarm

Carol 1ooks up from her screen.

CARCL
It attacked you after the al arm
started?

ARTHUR

That's right.
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(to Carol)
Don't ook at nme, | was pretty out
of it by that point.
CARCL

Arthur, | think you may be right.
Maybe attracting the electricity
burns through the salt and
acetylcholine, and it needs to
replenish it.

BANJO
All I knowis that it's a lot scarier-
| ooki ng than the one in my nythol ogy

book.
Art hur | ooks over at Banjo, curious.

ARTHUR
What Myt hol ogy book?

BANJO

The nythol ogy of the planet Deal os.
My nomused to read it to ne when
was a kid. It nentioned sonething
about what | ooked |ike a centipede
init. The people of Deal os called
it the 'God of Storns' or sonething
i ke that.

CARCL
(to Arthur)
Are you thinking what |'mthinking?

ARTHUR
(Calls out)
Stacy, check the data library for a
book ' The Myt hol ogy of the Pl anet
Deal 0s."

He | ooks over at Banjo, who nods.

STACY (V. Q)
Book | ocat ed.

ARTHUR
Show nme any pictorial references to
a creature called 'The God of Storns.'
Di spl ay!

A vid screen appears in front of them

It is an illustration of the same creature in quite a
di fference scene.

4.
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Here, it is comng up on land fromthe sea. The waves are
wild and the creature | ooks fearsonme. Flashes of |ightning
dance around it.

Arthur and Carol study the picture.

BANJO
Sure | ooks |like the one we saw.

ARTHUR
"Il have to agree.
(calls out)
Stacy, bring up | anguage file on
pl anet Deal os. Displ ay.

The screen changes, show ng an i nage of many synbol s, | ooking
very much like the synbols on the box.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Now, we're getting somewhere.

CARCOL
Wy didn't Stacy find this in the
| anguage banks?

ARTHUR
Because the | ast Deal osi an di ed out
ni ne thousand years ago.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Roneo and Fi st come over to the office. It's quiet, too
quiet. In their gloved hands, they have their |asers out
and ready.

ROVEO

| don't like this Fist. Let's do
what we have to do and get out of

here.
FI ST

W will. Quit whining.
ROQVEO

VWhat if the Professor catches us.

FI ST
So what? He can't tell us what to
do. He's not the boss. W hired
him renenber?

ROVEO
Yeah but - -
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FI ST
| f he asks, we just say we were
checking to nmake sure that the Lap
vault hasn't been broken into.
Stacy's vid systemonly covers two
sides. The refinery and the storage
is ny responsibility. | have a right
to be here.

ROVEO
Then 1'1l let you explain it to him

FI ST
Fine by me. Cmon, let's get this
done and get back to our quarters.

ROVEO
Shoul dn't we have Stacy do a scan
and see if it's nearby?

FI ST
Good idea. Couldn't hurt to check
agai n.
(calls out)
Stacy, scan for Lapiniumlevels
greater than five percent. Wdest
scan.

STACY (V.0O)
No contact present.

FI ST
(to Roneo)
Told ya. |It's probably down on the
| ower levels, where it took Papa.

ROVEO
| guess. Poor Papa.

FI ST
H's owmn fault for getting too close
to the edge. Papa said this was his
| ast season, and he was right. The
kid was just lucky. Let's get back
t o busi ness.

ROVEO
Ckay Fi st.

They nove forward towards the VAULT, a |large netal storage
facility, twenty feet wide, twelve feet high. And one hundred
feet long. The two nen approach the entrance.
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FI ST
(to Roneo)
See it's perfectly safe.

There is a SCRAPI NG SOUND and the SKI TTERI NG TAP of sonet hing
hard on netal. The noi se causes both of themto | ook around,
| asers ready.

Fromthe roof of the Vault, a pair of clear |egs appears,
then the head | ooks over the side. Fist |ooks up and is
startl ed.

it FI ST ( CONT' D)
I T!

Roneo | ooks up as well. They both fire their weapons, hitting
the creature in the face with no effect other than it makes
the creature mad. It flashes it's blue light on and off in
irritation.

FI ST ( CONT' D)
Run! !

The two nen take off, heading for the safety of the Conpound.
The creature slithers down the Vault and gi ves chase.

The nmen are runni ng neck and neck, but the creature is
gai ni ng.

ROVEO
It's catching up. W' re not gonna
make it.

FI ST

You are so right. Sorry Roneo.

ROVEO
VWhat are--

Wth that, Fist changes his direction to give a body slamto
Ronmeo, knocki ng hi mdown, as Fist keeps on running. Ronmeo
gets up quickly and starts running after Fist who has a | ead
now, and the creature is very close to Roneo.

ROVEO ( CONT' D)
Fist!! You son of a bitch!! You
God Danmmed F--1!

Roneo doesn't finish his word as the creature has caught up
to himand plunges all eight of it's front feet into Roneo's
body. Ronmeo SCREAMS in agony and keeps SCREAM NG Hi s body
falls forward and Ronmeo struggles, face down in the dirt,
the creature on top of him

Fi st keeps running. Ronmeo's SCREAM NG st ops.
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Roneo' s struggl es cease and the creature begins to feed,
glowing a brilliant blue.

I NT. M NE - MOMENTS LATER

Qutside the entrance to the Conpound. Huge netal doors |ead
intoit. Aprint pad is to the right of the door.

Fi st cones running up to the door, pulls off his right hand
glove and throws it aside. He presses his hand onto the
print pad, the door opens and Fist goes inside. The netal
doors cl ose back up

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - MOMENTS LATER

Wth the al phabet on his Conputer, Arthur is working on the
translation of the box. Carol is studying figures on her
conput er.

The door to the Lab slides open and Fi st conmes running in,
The commoti on causes both Arthur and Carol to stand.

FI ST
| tried to stop him

CARCL
Stop who?

FI ST
Roneo.

ARTHUR

He went out? To where?

FI ST
He wanted to nmake sure the creature
wasn't getting into the vault. |
told himthe vault was safe but he
woul dn't |isten.

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, Refinery caneras, display.

The vid screen appears in front of them It is a scene of
the creature feasting on Roneo, the creature gl ows bl ue.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Damm i t!

CARCL
| think 1'"mgoing to be sick.
(calls out)
Stacy, close display.
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The Video screen shuts off. Carol grabs onto the table for

support.

ARTHUR
(to Fist)
Way didn't he check with Stacy to
see if it was clear?

FI ST
He said he did. So did |
ARTHUR
(Calls out)

Stacy, Scan for Lapinium
concentrations higher than five
percent. Wdest range, screen out

| ab.
STACY (V. Q)
None det ect ed.
ARTHUR
| don't understand, it should have
wor ked.
CARCL

(calls out)
Stacy, scan for Lapiniumin
concentrations higher than three
point five percent, sane paraneters.

STACY
Four point two concentration | ocated
in sector six, first |evel.

FI ST
The Refinery.

CARCL
It seens that the creature burns off
Lap as well as salt and acetyl choli ne.

ARTHUR
Makes sense. There's no trace of
Lap on the surface. Considering the
severity of electrical storns, It
woul dn't surprise ne if it's al
been vapori zed over mll eni a.

FI ST
Coul d you two stop talking |like
scientists. Wat are we going to do
about Roneo? W can't just |eave
hi m out there.
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ARTHUR
And we're not going to. GCet a
transport ready. 1'll get Mouse and
we'll go out and bring him back.

Fi st nods and goes out the door and OQUT OF SCENE. He passes
by the table where two bar of Lap sit. Arthur turns to Carol.

CARCL
Mouse is probably in Banjo's quarters.

ARTHUR
"Il check there first. | need you
to nmonitor the vid feed to the
Refinery. I'mgoing to turn on the

alarmon | evel s one, two and t hree.
When the creature is gone, send ne
word on the com

CARCL
Al right. Be careful

Art hur nods and goes out the door and OUT OF SCENE
Carol takes a deep breath to steady her nerves.

CAROL ( CONT' D)
(calls out)
Stacy, Refinery cameras. Display.

A video screen appears in front of her. The creature is no
| onger on top of Ronmeo but is eating the soil nearby. Carol
| ooks at the tableau with interest.

| NT. BANJO S QUARTERS - MOMENTS LATER
Banjo | ays on his bunk, while Muse sits on a chair nearby.

Mouse has Banjo's banjo and is playing it very well. Banjo
is alnost transfixed. After another nonent, Muse stops.

BANJO
(awed)
That was fantasti c.
MOUSE
| just can't believe your nom kept
t his.
BANJO
It hung on the wall. \When | cane
here, | asked if | could take it

wth me. Was it yours?



81.

MOUSE
Actually, it was ny father's. He
taught nme how to play, and gave it
to me when | was about your age.
I"'ma little rusty, but there are
sone things you just don't forget.

There is a KNOCK on the DOCOR

BANJO
Probably the Doc, checking up on ne.
(calls out)
It's open.

The door slides open and Arthur cones in, |ooking grim

BANJO ( CONT' D)
Hey professor. ..

ARTHUR
(to Mouse)
Mouse, | need your to cone with ne.
MOUSE

Sure. Wat's wrong?

ARTHUR
Ronmeo went out to check on the Vault.
The creature attacked him

BANJO
| s he dead?

ARTHUR
|'"'mafraid so. W're going out to
get him Fist's bringing up a
transport.

Mouse stands and puts the Banjo on the chair.

MOUSE
Let's go.
(to Banj o)
And you young nman, stay put.

BANJO
Yes sir. Be careful dad.

Mouse nods. Both Muse and Arthur go out the door, and it
cl oses behind themas they go QUT OF SCENE. Banjo sighs and
| ays down on his bunk.
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I NT. CORRIDOR - LATER

In front of the doors leading out to the mne. Fist sits at
t he wheel of a transport vehicle which |ooks |ike a golf-
cart with a six foot bed. Tires are built for sandy soil.

Art hur and Mouse cone around the corner and I NTO VIEW Art hur
gets into the passenger seat, while Muuse sits on the truck
bed.

ARTHUR
Al set?

Fi st nods. Arthur clicks on his comruni cati on devi ce and
talks into it.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)

(into com _
Carol, what's the creature's | ocation?

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUQUS

Carol is watching the screen. The creature is still in the
area, feeding on the sand around the edges of the Vault.
CARCOL
(into com
Still inthe area. Looks like it's
grazing on the soil around the vault.
| NTERCUT
ARTHUR
(into com

|"mgoing to raise the mne alarm
see if we can scare it off. Have
Stacy track it as far as she can.

CARCL
(into com
" mready on ny end.

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, Sound mne alarm |evels one,
two and three.

The BLARI NG of the ALARM sounds.

Carol holds her ears and watches the screen. The creature
begins to withe in pain, twisting and contorting.
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BACK TO SCENE
| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE - CONTI NUCUS

The creature is ROARING glowi ng blue in flashes, and withing
on the dirt. Finally it rights itself and qui ckly noves
of f.

| NT. BANJO S QUARTERS - CONTI NUOUS
Banjo hold his ears to block out the sound. He |ooks anxious.
| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOUS

Carol watches the creature nove quickly off and out of vid
range.

CARCL
(into com
nmovi ng away fromthe area.
out of vid range.
(calls out)
Stacy, track object until out of
sensor range.

It's
It's

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over com
It noves pretty fast, it won't be
| ong.

After a few nonents.

STACY (V. Q)
bj ect is no |l onger on upper |evel
sensors.

CARCOL
(into com
It's out of range.
I NT. CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS

All three nmen are ready.

ARTHUR
(Calls out)
St acy, open crash door, north

corridor.
There is a creaking sound and the doors open up.
ARTHUR ( CONT' D)

Let's get going. | don't know how
long the alarmw || keep it away.
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The vehicle drives out of the door and it shuts behind them
| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE - M NUTES LATER

The vehicle is parked next to the body. Arthur and Muse
are finishing up wapping Roneo's body in a sheet. The ALARM

is still BLARI NG Fist sits in the driver's seat.
ARTHUR
(to Mouse)

Let's get himon the transport.
Mouse and Arthur |ift Roneo's body onto the transport.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Right, let's go.
(into com
Carol, we got him On our way back

The two nen get onto the transport, Arthur in the seat and
Mouse on the bed. They drive off. Muse sees sonething on
the ground as they circle around.

POV

Two sets of footprints, then an area of disturbed dirt near
to where the footprints converge then split off again.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOUS
Carol watches the vid screen of the transport driving off.

CARCL
(into com
Bring himstraight to the I ab.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(Over com
Wl do.

Carol watches as the transport goes off the vid screen.

STACY (V.0O)
Four point one contact on |evel two,
section el even.

Carol taps her com

CARCL
(into com
Stacy just detected the creature on
| evel two, section el even.
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I NT. M NE - CONTI NUOUS
The transport is noving down the tunnel.

ARTHUR

(into com
Under st ood.

(to Fist)
This heap's going to have to go
faster.

(into com
Stacy, scan for Lapinium three
percent or higher.

Fist floors it.

STACY (V. Q)
(over com
Three locations. One hundred percent,
| ocation | ab, three point seven
percent, |ocation, |evel one, section
ni ne, one hundred percent, |ocation
| evel one section four.

MOUSE
That where we are.
(to Fist)
Fist, you put all the Lap in the
| ab, right?

FI ST
Most of it.

ARTHUR
What do you nean, nost of it?

Fist reaches into his shirt pocket and pulls out the partial
bar of Lap. Arthur grabs it.

Mouse | ooks down the tunnel and sees.
POV

The creature runs towards them down the tunnel, and getting
alittle close.

BACK TO SCENE

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(furious)
You had it in your pocket? You idiot,
this is leading it right tous. O
all the--
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MOUSE
(pani cked)
GQuys, can we have this conversation

| ater?

Fist and Arthur | ooks back and see the creature gaining.
Fist turns back and gives the transport the gas. In a few
nmoments, the creature has caught up and it's front |legs hit
the transport, very close to Mouse who dodges the feet.

ARTHUR
(to the creature)
You want this so bad, Catch

Wth that, Arthur throws the Lap at the creature. It sails
over the creature's head. The creature turns towards the
direction the Lap and scranbles after it. The transport
roars on.

I NT. CORRIDOR - LATER

In front of closed doors. After a nonment, they open and the
transport drives in. The ALARM continues to BLARE.

ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, secure crash doors.

The doors cl ose behind them

STACY (V. Q)
Crash doors secure.
ARTHUR
(Calls out)

Sil ence al arm

The Alarmstops. Still fumng, Arthur gets off the transport.
He cones over to the driver's side, pulls Fist out of his
seat and gives hima right hook, knocking Fist to the group.

Mouse sees the problemand gets up and over to Fist as he
gets up and is about to lunge at Arthur. Mouse holds him
back.

FI ST
(to Arthur)
VWhat the hell was that for?!

ARTHUR
(to Fist)
O all the stupid... you knew that
the creature needs Lap to survive.
You coul d have gotten us all kill ed!
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FI ST
It was a m st ake.

MOUSE
You two cal mdown. This isn't going
to sol ve anyt hi ng.

ARTHUR

You're right Mouse, it isn't.

(to Fist)
Mouse and | wll take Roneo to
medi cal. Then |I'm going to want
answers fromyou. W've got three
days before the Hydra gets here, and
"Il be dammed if I'mgoing to | ose
anynore of the crew.

Mouse lets go of Fist. Arthur gets into the driver's seat
of the transport. Muse cones around the vehicle and gets
onto the passenger seat. They drive off, leaving a fum ng
Fi st.

ARTHUR (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Now, let's start fromthe begi nning..

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

Everyone is there, except Carol. Banjo sits on one of the
couches. The other two, Muse and Arthur, sit across from
Fi st.

ARTHUR
Wiy was Ronmeo out there?

FI ST
| told you. He wanted to nmake sure
that the creature hadn't broken into
the vault. | told himthat there
was no way that it could get through
the plating, but he wouldn't 1isten.

ARTHUR
So you went out with him
FI ST
Your orders, no one goes anywhere

al one.

The door opens and Carol enters quietly. She wal ks over and
| eans on the couch, |istening.

ARTHUR
What happened when you got to the
refinery?
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FI ST
We had Stacy scan the area, nothing
showed up, so we went over to the
vault to | ook around.

ARTHUR
And...?
FI ST
It was on the roof. It started

chasing us. Roneo wasn't fast enough.
It got him There wasn't anything |
coul d do.

ARTHUR
Is that it?

FI ST

(def ensi ve)
QG her than | ran all the way back to
t he Conpound to tell you, no. And
what's the hell with the third degree?
Ckay, |'msorry about having the Lap
in ny pocket. | forgot | put it
there, okay? W were pretty nuch
running for our lives after the
creature took Papa and trying to
make sure that junior over there
didn't die. You're lucky | renmenbered
to grab it on the way out at all.

Fi st stands, angry.

FI ST (CONT' D)
You know, |'m done answering
gquestions! You asked ne what
happened, | told you, end of
conversation. |If you need ne, 1'l
be in ny quarters.

Fist angrily wal ks out the |ounge, through the doors and OUT
OF SCENE

Carol turns to Arthur.

CARCL
(to Arthur)
Touchy, isn't he?
MOUSE
Wel |, Romeo was the closest thing he

had to a friend.



Mouse goes over to Banjo and hel ps hi m up.

ARTHUR

Yeah, but sonething's not quite right.

(to Carol)
Found out anyt hi ng new?

CARCL
Not hi ng much. The spaci ng bet ween
t he wounds are wi der apart. G ven
what we know fromthe vid footage,
the creature is about twelve feet
| ong now.

BANJO
Good enough reason to stay in the
conpound until the Hydra gets here
as far as |'m concer ned.

MOUSE

Vll, If you two don't need nme, |I'm

gonna go back to ny quarters.
(to Banj o)
Gve you a lift?

BANJO
Wrks for ne.

89.

The two of them

wal k out the door and OQUT OF SCENE, Mouse supporting Banjo.

Art hur

| ooks i ke something's bothering him

CARCL

kay, what's the matter? You' ve got

that | ook you get when sonething's
bot heri ng you.

ARTHUR
Just a feeling.
(calls out)
Stacy, |ocation, Theron, David.

STACY (V.Q)
Quarters.
ARTHUR
(calls out)
Stacy, Track his location. Inform
me if he | eaves the conpound.
STACY (V.Q)
Under st ood.
CARCL

Wiy did you do that?

Car ol

noti ces.
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ARTHUR
| think he's hiding sonething. 1'd
feel better keeping an eye on him

CARCL
Your trouble is, you're paranoid.

ARTHUR
(teasing)
That's the nicest thing you' ve said
to me in nonths.

Carol's not anused.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

At the table, Arthur works on the translation of the box.
Carol is |ooking at the vids of the creature on her conputer.

He does a few keystrokes to his conputer and puts it down,
smling.

ARTHUR
| got it...
Carol 1ooks up.
CARCL
Got what ?
ARTHUR

The transl ation.
(calls out)
Stacy, Display Translation file.

A screen cones up and the witing on the box appears, with a
transl ati on beneath it. Carol cones over to look at it.
She reads the first |ine.

CARCL
St and st eadf ast before your god and
do not run fromhis sight.
(to Arthur)
Well that's cryptic.

ARTHUR
Look at the second |ine.
CARCL
(Reads)
That which gives birth to the god,
causes it to perish... That sounds

I i ke sonet hing.

The door opens and Mouse enters. He | ooks over at the table
where the two bars of Lap sit.
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Arthur and Carol turn fromthe screen

ARTHUR
Hey Mouse
MOUSE
Pr of essor, Doc.
(to Arthur)

Professor, could | talk to you..
Privately?

CARCL
That nust be my cue to go check on
our young patient.

MOUSE
Thanks Doc.

Carol goes out the door and OQUT OF SCENE. Muse cones over
and drags a stool over near Arthur, and sits. Arthur | ooks
concer ned.

ARTHUR
Somet hi ng wr ong?

MOUSE
| didn't want to involve the Doc on
this in case |"'mwong. It's Fist.

| don't think he's telling us
ever yt hi ng.

ARTHUR
Go on.

MOUSE
One of the jobs |I had when | was
younger was as a tracker. Wen we
pi cked up Roneo, | saw footprints in
the dirt comng fromthe vault,
runni ng parallel for awhile, then
one set noved in and there was a big

di sturbance in the sand. | think
Fi st knocked Roneo down so he could
get away.

Arthur doesn't say anything for a nonent.

MOUSE ( CONT' D)
"' m not making this up.

ARTHUR
| believe you. Sonething' s been
naggi ng at me too. That's why I
have Stacy tracking Fist's novenents.



MOUSE
At least I'mnot the only one.
know Papa never trusted him Told
me that he thought Fist was skinm ng
of f the top.

ARTHUR
Told me the same thing. | just
t hought it was Papa bei ng Papa.
Vell, there's one way to find out.

(calls out)
Stacy, weight of Lapiniumin vault.

STACY (V.0O)
Thirty five thousand four hundred
and thirty-seven pounds, el even point
Si X ounces.

ARTHUR
Lapiniumtallies for this past season.

STACY (V.0Q.)
Thirty five thousand and twenty one
pounds.

MOUSE
They don't match. Papa was right.
He's ski mm ng.

ARTHUR
And it answers a | ot of questions,
i ke why he was out there in the
first place. 1 think we need to
talk to him

| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE FI ST' S QUARTERS - LATER

92.

Mouse and Arthur come down the hallway and stop at Fist's
door. Arthur KNOCKS. There's no answer.

No answer.

ARTHUR
Fist? Fist, open up. W need to
t al k.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(Calls out)
Stacy, Location, Theron, David.

STACY (V.Q)
North Corridor, section one.
Correction, |evel one, section one.
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ARTHUR

He just went out the North door.
MOUSE

| s he crazy?
ARTHUR

No, he's desperate. |If the mning

guild finds out that he's been
cheating the other mners, it's
prison.

(Calls out)
Stacy, Scan For Lap levels greater
than three point five. Mask |ab.

STACY (V. Q)
None det ect ed.

ARTHUR
Well, that's sonet hing.
(calls out)
Stacy, contact nme if situation

changes.
STACY (V. Q)
Under st ood.
ARTHUR
(to Mouse)
Ready?
MOUSE
No, but that's never stopped ne
bef ore.

The nmen start down the hall way.
| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE - LATER

Fi st has backed the transport up to the door of the Vault.
He gets off the transport and goes over to the door.

ARTHUR (V. Q.)
(over com
| wouldn't do that Fist? You open
that door, and the creature wll
come runni ng.

FI ST
"Il take that chance.
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ARTHUR (V. Q)
(Over com
Do you really think you can unl oad
fifty two bars of Lap before it gets
here?

FI ST
Spying on ne Professor? | didn't
think you had it in you.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over com
You didn't give ne any choice. There
were just too many unanswer ed
gquesti ons.

Fist pulls out his laser gun.

FI ST
Where are you?

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over com
Cl ose enough to see that you just
drew your weapon. Do you really
think you're going to get away with

this?

FI ST
|'"ve worked too long and hard to
give up now. | can cut you in if

your i nterested.

In another area of the refinery, in the shadows unseen is
Arthur and Mouse. Arthur is talking into his com

ARTHUR
And end up |ike Roneo? No thanks.
| figured he was working with you.
You two weren't checking to see if
the Vault was intact, you had Lap to
move. And when the creature surprised
you, you knocked Ronmeo down so the
creature woul d get himand not you.

FIST (V.Q)
(Over com
Survival of the fittest.

Fi st | ooks around, sweeping his gun, trying to find Arthur.
FI ST (CONT' D)

Wiy don't you cone out and we can
talk this over like civilized nen.



ON ARTHUR

Arthur signals Muse to stay.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(Over Com
| hardly think you qualify. Funny
thing is, why didn't the creature go
after you instead of Roneo.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
It was after Lap and you had sone in
your pocket, at |east supposedly.
You woul d have thought it would go
after you.

FIST (V.Q)
(over com
Yeah, funny about that.

Art hur noves out into the open.

BACK TO SCENE

Arthur calmy conmes out

him Arthur tal ks as he wal ks.

ARTHUR
Here's what | think. You didn't
have the Lap on you when you cane
out here with Roneo. | think you
took it when you cane into the |ab
and told us what happened to him..
and you used it to lure the creature,
hoping it would grab one of us.

FI ST
You're a lot smarter than | gave you
credit for. Too bad the creature
didn't get either you or Muse, It
woul d have saved ne a | ot of trouble.

ARTHUR
You planning on killing all of us?

FI ST
The creature wll do that for ne.
You, Mouse, the Doc, Banjo. Then I
get all the profits fromthe Lap.
Survivor's | aw. It's in the contract

ARTHUR
You think we're going to stand around
and wait for it to get us? How wll
you explain it?

into the open where Fist can see

95.

Mouse pulls out his |aser.
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FI ST
| got lots of stories, and | can be
very convincing when | need to be.
As for the extra Lap, after you're
all dead, t won't take any tinme at
all to alter the tallies to match.

STACY (V. Q)
(Over com
Four point two contact nade, |evel
two section el even.

ARTHUR
It knows we're here.

FI ST
Too bad for you.

Fist raises his weapon. A laser blast fromthe shadows knocks
t he weapon out of Fist's hand. Fist grinmaces in pain. Muse
conmes out of the shadows and over to Arthur, his weapon
trained on Fist. Fist cradles his hand, in pain.

FI ST (CONT' D)
Mouse, | --

MOUSE
Save it, | heard everything.
Prof essor, The creature will be here
any mnute.

FI ST
Well, looks Iike one of us is going
to die, and it's not gonna be ne.

Fi st makes a run for the Transport.

ARTHUR
(to Mouse)
Mouse, no matter what happens or
what you see, don't nove a nuscle
until | give the signal

MOUSE
Sure Prof...

From out of the darkness cones the creature, nmaking his way

towards the three of them It stops and | ooks at Muse and

Arthur, getting close, but both of themare perfectly still.
Fist in the neantine, starts up the transport and noves away
qui ckly.

This catches the attention of the creature and it gives chase.
It catches up in a matter of nonments and pulls Fist out of
the driver's seat.
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The transport coasts to a stop not far away from Art hur and
Mouse.

There is a BLOODCURDLI NG SCREAM from Fi st as the creature
sinks it's front legs into him and then the SCREAM di es.
The creature flashes bl ue.

ARTHUR
Now !

Both men run to the transport and get in, taking off quickly.
The creature is busy and ignores them Soon the transport
is OQUT OF SCENE while the creature feeds.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - LATER

An angry Carol, and an equally angry Banjo stand at one of
the tables, Watching the door. It opens and Arthur and Mouse
cone in. An indignant and angry Carol goes over and sl aps
Art hur.

ARTHUR
Oow

CARCL
| f you ever do anything |ike that
again, so help nme I'Il...

ARTHUR
G ad to see you too. | take it you
wat ched the vid feed?

BANJO
How did you know it wouldn't attack
you?

ARTHUR

St and st eadf ast before your god and
do not run fromhis sight. Wen it
killed Buster, he was running from
it. Papa tried to nove away. Fist,
wel | you saw what happened.

(Calls out)
Stacy, how long '"til the next sunrise?

STACY (V.0O)
Forty two m nutes.

ARTHUR
(to Carol)
W don't have nuch tine.

CARCL
Time for what?
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ARTHUR
That which gives birth to the god,
causes it to perish. The electrical
systemin the |ab caused it to hatch.

MOUSE
So an overdose of electricity would
kill it?

CARCL
And how are you goi ng to overdose
it?

ARTHUR

We lure it to the airlock, open it
up, suck the creature outside and
wait for the sun to come up. The
el ectrical stornms should kill it.

BANJO
And how are you going to do that?

Arthur picks up the two bars of Lap and puts themin his
pocket s.

ARTHUR
We use the Lap as bait.

Arthur goes over to the door and it slides open. Arthur
stands in the doorway.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
And ne. ..
(calls out)
Stacy, close |lab blast doors, seal
all exits. Reopen three hours from
nmy mark, unless cancel ed by ne.
Now.

CARCL
(pani cked)
No, no...

Arthur steps into the hallway as the netal doors conme down.
Carol runs to the now cl osed door.

CARCOL ( CONT' D)
(Yells out)
Arthur don't do this.

ARTHUR (O S.)
(behi nd door)
| have to...
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| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUQGUS

Arthur faces the door.

ARTHUR
The creature needs a noving target
and it has to be ne. |'msorry,

there's no ot her way.
Art hur noves off down the hall toward the | ounge.

CAROL (O S.)
Arthur... Arthur!

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

Arthur attaches a tether onto a hook near the outer airlock
door. He's dressed in a space suit and he's ready to put
his plan into action. He holds his helnet, wal ks fromthe
airlock out into the control room

ARTHUR
(Calls out)
Stacy. Put refinery on the vid

ScCreen.

The vid screen inmage conmes up and it shows the creature over
near the vault, nuzzling the dirt.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Stacy, close all doors not in a direct
line fromthe North entrance to
contr ol

There is the SOUND of distant DOORS SLAVM NG
| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOUS
Mouse, Banjo, and Carol sit, waiting. The vid screen shows

the sane inmage as in the control center. They | ook up when
t hey hear the SLAWM NG

BANJO
What's he doi ng?
MOUSE
Gving the creature direct access to

hi m
Carol | ooks stricken.
MOUSE ( CONT' D)

(to Carol)
He knows what he's doi ng.



100.

CARCL
| hope so...

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUGUS

Arthur stands near the control panel. He's still |ooking at
t he screen.
ARTHUR
(Calls out)

Stacy, open North entrance.
| NT. CORRI DOR - CONTI NUQUS

At the northern door. The crash doors open and the entrance
doors open. On the walls just inside are large silver scrape
mar ks.

| NT. REFI NERY OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

The creature is rumuaging through the dirt. It stops and
lifts it's head as though sniffing and noves off, past Fist's
body, into the tunnel and OUT OF SCENE

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOQUS
The three watch as the creature goes off the screen.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over Com
Carol, come in.

Carol taps her Com

CARCL
Arthur, the creature just went off-
screen.

ARTHUR (V. Q)
(over com
| know. Carol, listen to ne...

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUOUS
Art hur stands at the communi cations array

ARTHUR
| need you to contact ne the nonent
the creature goes by the | ab.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCl ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOUS
ARTHUR (V. O.)

Don't nmove until you're sure it's
gone, okay?
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CARCL
Al right.

| NT. CORRI DOR - CONTI NUQUS

The door is open. The creature cones into the corridor and
nuzzles the silver stripes on the wall. It then proceeds
down the corridor, nmaking the sane SCRAPI NG noi se.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB

Carol, Muse, and Banjo wait. The SCRAPI NG noi se is heard,
becom ng Louder. Carol is about to say sonething but Muse
notions her to be quiet.

| NT. HALLWAY QOUTSI DE MEDI CAL/ SClI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOUS
The creature stops and SCRATCHES at the door.
| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUOQUS

| nsi de, they hear the SCRATCHI NG sound. It continues for a
nmoment, then stops. The SCRAPI NG NO SE begi ns agai n, becom ng
fainter.

Carol, Muse and Banjo, breathe a silent sigh of relief.
Carol presses her com

CARCL
(into com
Arthur, it just went by...

ARTHUR (O S.)
(over com
Copy that.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUQUS

Arthur now has his hel net on. He npbves to the airl ock
chanber.

ARTHUR
Wsh nme | uck
CAROL (V.0Q)
(Over com
Luck. Try to stay alive.
ARTHUR
(into com
"1l do ny best.

The SOUND OF SCRAPI NG i s becom ng noticeable. Arthur clips
the other end of the tether to his belt.
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ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(into com
Gotta go.
(calls out)
Stacy, tinme to full sunrise?

STACY (V. Q)
Seven m nutes, twenty seven seconds.

Fromthe hallway, the creature appears, |ooking around at
the new environnment as it conmes all the way into the contro
area. Arthur sees that it's all the way in.

ARTHUR
(Calls out)
Stacy, seal all pressure doors to
the control room

The HI SS and CLUNK of doors dropping into place is heard,
spooking the creature. It turns and noves wildly, crawing
all over the far end of the room including the ceiling.

Arthur peeks out of the airlock chanber.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(Calls out)
Stacy, on ny mark, open outer airlock.

STACY (V. Q)
Under st ood.

Hearing the voices, the creature | ooks around. Arthur noves
out of the airlock and into the full view of the creature.
He pulls the bars of Lap from his pocket and hol ds them up.

ARTHUR
(to the creature)
Hey ugly, this what you're | ooking
for?

The creature noves towards Arthur, who backs into the airl ock
chanber again, putting the bars back in his pocket. The
creature nenaces Arthur.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(Calls out)
St acy, open airl ock.

The airl ock opens and the air flows out of the roomviolently.
EXT. PERAN - CONTI NUOUS
Arthur is pulled out of the airlock, stretching his Tether

to the max. Sone debris fromthe roomis pulled out along
wi th everything el se.
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The creature sails past Arthur, barely mssing him to |and
in a heap about fifty feet away.

Arthur pulls hinself against the wind. He |ooks back and

sees the creature getting up, shaking it's head, sonewhat

stunned. Arthur doubles his efforts as the creature noves
towards him

Arthur reaches the roof of the airlock and holds onto a
handle. He pulls hinself out of the wind, only to be nenaced
by the creature who has crawled up the wall. The creature
tries to stab at Arthur, but m sses.

Arthur plays out the tether enough that he is out of the
creature's reach. He hits his com devi ce.

ARTHUR
(into com
Stacy, close inner airl ock.

Al nost instantly the outward airflow ceases. Arthur sw ngs

into the airlock, but the creature is close behind him He

runs to the inner airlock door, reaches into his pockets and
drops the bars of Lap on the floor.

As the creature peers into the airlock and begins to nove
in, Arthur grabs the closest handhold and | atches onto it.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(over com
Stacy, open inner air | ock.

The airlock slides open and the air begins rushing out again.
It picks up the two bars of Lap and hurls themat the
creature, causing physical damage, but the creature lets go
of the airlock floor and di sappears out of view

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
(over com
Stacy, close outer airl ock.

It slides closed instantly, and the wind stops. Arthur slides
down to the floor, exhausted.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)

(over com
Stacy, bring pressure and Air |levels
to normal. Tine to sunrise?
STACY (V.Q)

Three mnutes, fifty-four seconds.

Arthur wearily goes over and sits in a chair, |ooks out the
W ndow.
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POV

The creature is eating the bars of Lap about thirty feet
away, but the sun is coloring the sky.

BACK TO SCENE

ARTHUR
Stacy, begin Sunrise protocols.
Lock down all Qbservation w ndows
and rai se danpeni ng shi el ds.

The wi ndow to the outside shuts, and a HUM begi ns.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
Activate outside Video. Project.

A | arge screen appears, showi ng the outside. The creature
is still eating. It doesn't seemto realize the danger it's
in.

STACY (V.0O)
Air and pressure w thin nornal
par anet ers.

Arthur takes off his helnet. Takes in a deep breath.

ARTHUR
Stacy, close North door. Open all
i nner hallway doors and | ab doors.

There is the SOUND of DOORS OPENI NG including the one to
the control room

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - MOMENTS LATER
Carol, Muse and Banjo are still there. Carol paces.
ARTHUR (V. Q)
(Over com
Anyone want to join nme in Control ?
| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - CONTI NUOUS

ARTHUR
Show starts in two m nutes.

| NT. MEDI CAL/ SCI ENCE LAB - CONTI NUGUS

The bl ast shield opens up as well as the regular door. Carol
| ooks over at Muse and Banj o.

MOUSE
G on. W'Ill catch up
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Carol noves quickly out the door and OUT OF SCENE. Mbouse
turns to Banjo.

MOUSE ( CONT' D)
C nmon son, let's go watch the
fireworks.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - MOMENTS LATER
Arthur has taken off his space suit and is watching the vid

screen. Carol cones rushing through the door and runs
straight into Arthur's arns, kissing him passionately.

CARCOL
You're alive.
ARTHUR
So it seens.
CARCOL
| f you ever do anything like this
again, I wll never let you forget
it.
ARTHUR
| promse, | will never push a twelve

foot glass centipede out an airl ock,
unless it's absolutely necessary.

About this tinme, Muse, hel ping Banjo, cone through the door
and | NTO SCENE. They cone over
BANJO
We m ss anyt hi ng?
ARTHUR
Not yet. | hope this works. If it

doesn't, at least it's out there and
we're in here.

EXT. PERAN - MOMENTS LATER

The creature is still chewing on the Lap. The red sun sun
of Arcturus peeks over the horizon. The creature |ooks up
and stares in to the sun. The wind starts blowng and it
sets off static charges. The creature becones agitated,

gl owi ng bl ue.

It runs towards the building, but bounces off the force field
surrounding it with a shower of sparks. It runs around the
surface as the lightning strikes around it and on it.

The wi nd picks up, as the sun rises further, and nore and
nore lightning strikes the creature. It can't outrun it, as
bolt after bolt strikes it.
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Finally, the creature falls, the blue Iight going out, and
relentless bolts strike it.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - MOMENTS LATER

The four watch the death throes of the creature on the vid
screen, Carol with her arm around Arthur's wai st.

CARCOL
(to Arthur)
You did it.
ARTHUR
| guess | did...

There is a CRACKLE of STATIC and a VA CE cones on

VO CE (V.0QO)
This is the Hydra calling M ning
Camp Si x.

Everyone | ooks over at the communications array, but Arthur
gets there first and answers it.

ARTHUR
M ning Canp Six, Arthur Lanbert
speaki ng.

VO CE (V.0QO)

We've just cone out of slip, and our
| ong range scanners have detected an
el ectrical anomaly at your |ocation.
Pl ease verify.

ARTHUR
That may take some tine to explain.
We've had an incident here. |'ll
have our conputer send you the files,
SO you're up to speed by the tine
you arrive

VO CE (V.0QO)
| ook forward to your report. Hydra
out.
ARTHUR
(Calls out)

Stacy, send all pertinent files
concerning the creature to the Hydra.

STACY (V. Q)
(after a few nonents)
Task conpl et ed.
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MOUSE
| woul d pay good noney to see the
| ook on the Captains' face when he
opens those files.

ARTHUR
Me too...

Arthur gives Carol a hug.

CAPTAIN (V. Q)
We've seen to it that all your
possessi ons have been pl aced on
board. . .

| NT. CONTROL ROOM LOUNGE - LATER

Carol and Arthur are talking with the CAPTAIN (50's) of the
Hydra, the Captain in a uniform Carol holds Arthur's hand.

CAPTAI N
We should be leaving in a couple
hours. M. Evans and M. Del ano
| eft about an hour ago for the Reigel
system

CARCL
| know. We saw them off.

CAPTAI N
Wth everything that's happened,
"1l bet you'll be glad to get off
this rock.

Carol | ooks over at Arthur.

CARCL
And maybe to sonepl ace green, with
animals in it.

CAPTAI N
Well with the seventy-four mllion
credits that was just put in your
account, you can go just about
anywher e.

ARTHUR
Carol was thinking about studying
the Ganites on Plegal for a year.

CARCL
| have sone theories I'd like to
test out.



108.

CAPTAI N
Plegal ? You'll have a | ot of conpany.
Fromthe chatter | heard, sone
explorers found an entire abandoned
underground city. A lot of science
types are planning expeditions there.

Arthur is interested.

ARTHUR
Real | y?
CAPTAI N
I f you will excuse ne, | have things

to attend to before our departure.

ARTHUR
Thank you Capt ai n.

The Captain gives a slight bow, wal ks out the door and OUT
OF SCENE

Arthur turns to Carol.

ARTHUR ( CONT' D)
An underground city. What do you
t hi nk?

CARCL
Coul d be fun...

They ki ss.
EXT. PERAN - CONTI NUOUS

Anot her M ning series of structures, |ooking nuch the sane
as '6,' but having a large '3 on one of the buil dings.
There is the SOUND of M NING MACHI NES at work. There is a
CRUNCHI NG SOUND. .

MAN 1 (V.Q)
VWhat the fuck?

I NT. M NE - CONTI NUOUS

Looks the sanme, M ning equipnent is the sane. MAN 1 (30s),
turns off the digger and swings dowmn fromhis seat. MAN 2
(20"s) and MAN 3 (30's) conme over fromtheir positions as
Man 1 noves around to the front of the digger.

MAN 2
You hit sonething?

MAN 1
Don't know yet.
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MAN 3
A rock maybe.

All three nmen go to the front of the digger. The digger has
hit another tube, but this tinme shattered it. A box with
unusual carvings |ays anongst the shards, sanme box as at

1 6 . 1

MAN 3
VWhat the hell is that?

MAN 1
Don't have no i dea.

Man 1 goes over and picks up the box.

MAN 1 ( CONT' D)
Got sonme kind of witing on it.

He shakes it, and it RATTLES.

MAN 2
Sounds |i ke sonething' s inside.
Vell, we'll take a look at it |ater.

Ri ght now, back to work. W got a
schedul e to keep.

Man 2 and Man 3 wal k back to their former positions. Wlking
back to the digger and getting in, Man 1 sets the box on the
floor next to him and goes back to work.

FADE OUT
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