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FADE | N:
EXT. WAR OFFI CE - DAY
Title over action: 1919

Cvilians wal k past soldiers standing guard outside the
entrance. An arny captain approaches. This is ROBERT
Canpbel I, 33, noustached, respectable |ooking, although
shoul d have faint scars on his face.

Robert hands one of the guards his papers. The guard
i nspects them then studi es Robert.

GUARD
G right in sir.

Robert nods and heads towards the entrance, pocketing his
papers.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Robert sits outside a door. Waiting. He fiddles with his
cap.

On Robert: Apprehensive.

The door opens. Robert stands, puts his cap on and enters
the room

I NT. BRI GADI ER' S OFFI CE - DAY

Robert wal ks through the roomtowards three officers sitting
expectantly. In the centre is the BRIGAD ER, he is fl anked
by hi s subordi nates. Wen Robert reaches them he stands to
attention and salutes the Brigadier.

ROBERT
Captai n Robert Canpbell, first
battalion, East Surrey Reginent,
sir.

The Brigadi er sal utes back.

BRI GADI ER
At ease Captain.

Robert stands at ease.

BRI GADI ER
Sit down.

Cautiously, Robert takes off his cap and sits before the
tribunal. The Brigadi er exam nes a docunent in front of him

BRI GADI ER
We have your witten testinony
here, which will be included on
your record. But given the contents
of your statenment, the War O fice

( MORE)



BRI GADI ER (cont' d)
felt it prudent to conduct a nore
t horough i nvestigation into the
circunstances and events that
occured during the course of your
internment. Do you understand?

ROBERT
Yes sir.

BRI GADI ER
We need to corroborate your
testinmony with your verbal account.
So, in your owmn words, tell us what
happened.

On Robert: Staring into the m ddle distance, rem niscing.
| NT. HALLWAY, CAMPBELL FAM LY HOVE - DAY
SFX: Knocking at the front door.

LOUI SA (O S.)
d adys, answer the door

Title over action: August 1914.

A girl bounds down the stairs towards the door, this is
GLADYS Campbel |, late teens, sinple dress. She opens the
front door. Standing outside is Robert, 29, handsone in his
officer's uniform Wth himis Lieutenant WLLIAM Morritt,
24, youthful, equally as dashi ng.

GLADYS
(excited)
Robbi e!

ROBERT
Hel |l o troubl e!

A adys pulls her brother into a big, affectionate hug.

GLADYS
| thought you were travelling right
away ?

ROBERT

W were fortunate enough to be
granted twenty four hours |eave. So
here I am

GLADYS
(looking to WIliam
And who's your friend?
Wl liamrenoves his hat and ki sses d adys' hand.

W LLI AM
Li eutenant Wlliam Mrritt, m ss.



3.

G adys is flattered, never had a man in uniform address her
i ke this before.

ROBERT
The Lieutenant is ny best man,
nobody I'd rather have by ny side.
That also neans | can keep himin
check.

Wlliamgrins, taking the hint, he lets go of 3 adys' hand.

W LLI AM
Come, cone Captain. W are bound
for France and marching off to war.
Surely you won't deny a bold
warrior some tinme with such a
beaut y?

ROBERT
(1 aughi ng)
| can and will you dog!

GLADYS
Mama Wi ll so pleased to see you

ROBERT
VWere is she?

GLADYS
In the kitchen

Robert heads for the kitchen, dadys and Wlliamare |eft
al one, G adys leads Wlliaminto the sitting room both are
enj oyi ng each other's conpany.

| NT. KITCHEN, CAMPBELL FAM LY HOME - DAY

A m ddl e aged worman stands at the kitchen counter preparing
a lunch. This is LOU SA Canpbell. Robert enters. He stands
at the door and knocks. Louisa turns.

LOUI SA
(stunned)
My darling boy.

Robert wal ks towards her. She wal ks up and enbraces him

LOUI SA
| thought you couldn't come?

ROBERT
| was given | eave.

LOUI SA
For how | ong?

ROBERT
Just tonight. | sail tonorrow



LOU SA

Well, at |east we have tonight.
(steps back and studies
her son)

You're all skin and bones. The arny
doesn't feed you?

ROBERT
(grinning)
They feed us just fine.
LOUI SA
Clearly not, but we can put that

right.
SFX: @ adys laughing fromthe |iving room

LOUI SA
VWhat's that?

ROBERT
That woul d be G adys getting
acquainted with nmy second in
conmand.

LOUI SA
(inquisitive)
| see. What's he |ike?

ROBERT
Now, | know that tone. d adys is
too young for all that.

LOUI SA
But it's nice to know that she's
attracting attention, and from and
officer no | ess.

ROBERT
Mbt her . . .

LOU SA

(ignoring him
What is he |ike?

ROBERT
Li eutenant Morritt? He is a nodel
officer, loyal to his nen and
commtted to doing his duty with
t he honour and dignity that is
expected of him

LOUI SA

He foll ows your exanple.
ROBERT

| hope so. But he is still a

soldier in Hs Majesty's Arny so is
unwort hy of d adys' affections.



LOUI SA
| don't think so.

ROBERT
Mbt her . . .

LOUI SA

| think an officer would be a good
mat ch. That's all.

Lousi a goes back to the counter.

On Robert:

Smles to hinself.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM CAMPBELL FAM LY HOME - NI GHT

Loui sa, d

table. dadys and Wlliamsit next to each other,
Loui sa sit next to each other.

this eveni

Louisa is

adys, WIlliamand Robert sit around the dinner

ng.

GLADYS
When do you | eave?

ROBERT
First thing in the norning. W need
to get to Southanpton, then on to
France and fromthere we'll go
wherever we're told.

GLADYS
(to WIlliam
Is it true what they say? That it
will all be over before Christnmas?

W LLI AM
Certainly. W will be there and
back in no time at all.

LOUI SA
VWhat about the Gernmans?

W LLI AM
Madam | assure you, the Germans
will be fleeing back to Berlin with
their tails between their |egs once
we're through with them

GLADYS
(to Robert)
Is that true Robbi e?

ROBERT
O course.

unsettl ed by Robert's confi dence.

Robert and

Loui sa has gone very qui et



GLADYS
Wonder f ul .
(to WIlliam
So you're not scared to neet then?

Beat. WIlliamhesitates for a nonent. Robert | ooks at him
awai ting his response.

W LLI AM

(unconvi nci ng)
No...On the contrary, |I'm |l ooking
forward to it...

(conposes hinsel f)
... Because we have the best
soldiers..

(1 ooks at Robert)
... The best | eaders..

(back to d adys)
...And confort in the know edge
that we cannot | ose.

@ adys and WIliamengage in private conversation. Louisa
turns to Robert.

LOUI SA
[t's not true, is it?

ROBERT
(sighs)
| don't know. Who can know for sure
if it wll be as easy as all that?
But we will do our job, and if we
do it right we will be hone soon.

LOUI SA
|"msure you wll, | just find
nysel f thinking...

ROBERT
You shouldn't, you'll just end up

worrying and that doesn't help
anyone. There's no sense worrying
over sonething you cannot control.

Loui sa | ooks at Robert.

LOUI SA
My beautiful boy. My brave young
man.

Robert holds his nmother's hand. They | ook into each other's
eyes for a nonent.

LOUI SA
If you'll excuse ne, I'mgoing to
go to bed, 1've rather a headache.

d adys, can you clear the table.



Robert and WIlliam stand as Louisa exits. dadys starts
collecting plates, she exits to the kitchen.

W LLI AM
Is everything alright?

ROBERT
Fi ne.

Robert stands and goes after his nother. Wlliam |eft
al one, starts hel ping G adys clear the table.

I NT. LOQUI SA'S BEDROOM CAMPBELL FAM LY HOME - N GHT

Loui sa sits on her bed, a candle flickers on the bedsi de
table. Robert slowy enters.

LOU SA
| shoul d have expected this day
woul d conme fromthe first nonent
you joined the Arny. | just didn't
prepare nyself for it.

ROBERT
|"'m prepared for it, as long as |
amthat's all you need.

Loui sa says not hi ng.

ROBERT ( CONT.)
te, as often as | can if
| set your mnd at ease.

LOUI SA
You can wite to tell nme you're
safe and well, but 1'Il only
believe it when you're back here
where | can hold you

Robert sits on the bed and hugs his nmother. They hold the
enbr ace.

EXT. CAMPBELL FAM LY HOVE - DAY

Robert and Wlliamstand in front of a car facing the house.
A adys and Loui sa stand before them d adys gives Robert a
hug.

GLADYS
It was lovely to see you
(to WIlliam
You'll wite, won't you?
W LLI AM

O course.

(to Loui sa)
Thank you for your hospitality Ms
Canpbel I .
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Loui sa doesn't say anything, nerely nods, she is welling up.

W LLI AM
W' d best be off.

Wlliamturns and clinbs into the car. Robert steps forward
and gives Louisa a kiss on the cheek. Nothing else needs to
be said. He turns and clinbs into the driver's seat. They
wave, before driving off.

On d adys and Loui sa: Watch the nen | eave for war, G adys
waves, Louisa remains still.

FADE TO
EXT. MONS - DAY

British soldiers everywhere. Robert, WIlliamand their nen
mar ch through the street. At the head of the group is the
conpany commander, CAPTAI N BENSON, 30s, short hair,

noust ached.

W LLI AM
Can't help but notice there's no
Bel gi an sol di ers around here.

CAPTAI N BENSON
That's because there are no Bel gi an
sol diers Lieutenant. The Germans
had sonething to do with that.
W're it for now

On Wlliam Slightly put off by Benson's words.

ROBERT
They may have had their way with
t he Bel gi ans, but not with us.
(to the nen)
Ri ght boys?

The sol diers cheer in agreenent. They march on in good
spirits.

EXT. BRI TI SH PCSI TI ONS, MONS CANAL - DAY
Robert and W I Iliam supervise the nen digging fire trenches

in front of a railway bridge. On the other side of the
bridge, other units are digging in.

ROBERT
You alright?
W LLI AM
"' mfine.
ROBERT
W' |l be noving on in a few days,
that' Il help take your mnd off
t hi ngs.



W LLI AM
|'"'mfine Robert. Really.

They share a | ook. Robert nods.

W LLI AM
' m going to check on the boys.

W 1liam heads towards the busy troops.

CAPTAI N BENSON (0. S.)
Canpbel | .

Robert turns to see Captain Benson.

ROBERT
Sir.

CAPTAI N BENSON
Def ences up yet?

ROBERT
They' re com ng al ong.

CAPTAI N BENSON
Well try and speed it up. W' ve had
reports of sporadic eneny activity

along the canal. | want us prepared
shoul d they show.
ROBERT

W' ||l be ready sir.

CAPTAI N BENSON
Good.

Benson noves on. Robert turns to the troops.

ROBERT
Come on boys, let's pick it up.

On Robert: Concern
FADE TO

EXT. BRI TISH POSI TI ONS, MONS CANAL - DAY (LATER)

The next norning. The nmen relax in and around the fire
trenches, chatting and snoking. Sone are exploring the
street ahead of the positions. A WOMAN energes on to the
street hol ding a basket of apples. She offers the basket to
the troops. Robert and WIliamwatch on as a PRI VATE t akes
an appl e.

PRI VATE
(hol ding up the apple)
How about that sir?
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ROBERT
Congratul ati ons Private W nkworth,
you' ve found breakf ast.

Private Wnkworth takes the basket fromthe Wnman.

ROBERT
Say thank you, Private.
PRI VATE
Err...
ROBERT
Mer ci .
PRI VATE
(to Woman)
Mer ci .

The nmen | augh at Private Wnkworth's appal ling accent. He
t hen hands out apples. He hands one to Robert.

ROBERT
Thank you W nkworth. We should
consi der ourselves |ucky that your
skills as a scrounger surpass your
skills as a translator.

PRI VATE
Yes sir.

ROBERT
Still, you'll have plenty of tine
to practice. I"msure we'll be here
| ong enough.

W LLI AM
You t hi nk?

ROBERT

| woul dn't be surprised.

(to Private W nkwort h)
Be sure to give that woman her
basket back

Private Wnkworth goes back up the street and gives back the
basket. As he does, distant gunshots echo through the
norni ng. That gets the troops' attention. They focus up.

W LLI AM
Coul d be scouts?

ROBERT
(alert)
No. Sonet hi ng el se.
(cal ling)
Private! Get back here!
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Private Wnkworth starts sprinting back through the street
towards the British positions. As he reaches the trenches
there's a crack! Private Wnkworth is hit and col | apses.

W LLI AM
Cont act !

End.

To be conti nued..
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