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FADE | N:
EXT. FRI ARS ROAD - DAY
SUPER: SAN DI EGO, CA, 11-8-2003

Vehi cl es streamonto this already-busy street fromthe
Qual comm St adi um par king | ot.

One of those vehicles, a 2003 Pontiac Grand Pri x sedan, noves
into an opening in the Friars Road traffic.

I NT. PONTI AC GRAND PRI X - DAY

RAHSAAN JOHNSON (31, a thinker; NFL/ WAE-sized, Black) drives
as A SPORTS TALK STATION bl asts out of the car's stereo.

A scowW fills Rahsaan's face.

RICHE (V.Q)
You're listening to Richie
McConnel | on ESPN 710. Let's take
another call. Patricia...you re on
710.

PATRICI A (V.Q)
Thanks, Richie. Long-tine |istener,
first-time caller.

RICHE (V.Q)
What's on your m nd?

PATRICIA (V. Q)
What's wwong with the Chargers? Let
me count the ways.

RICHE (V.0)
kay.

PATRICIA (V. Q)
First of all, Richie, their defense
gi ves up too nmany yards and too
many points. No wonder they' ve | ost
el even of their |ast twelve ganes.

RAHSAAN
VWait a m nutel

RICHE (V.Q)
It's nore than that.

PATRICIA (V. Q)
That defense | eaks worse than a
cheap di aper!



Rahsaan tries to stifle a I augh.

PATRICI A (V.O.) (CONT' D)
And t hey oughta give LaDai ni an
Tom i nson the ball nore often. And
bench Drew Brees and make Doug
Flutie the starting quarterback.

RAHSAAN
C non! G ve Brees a chance!

PATRICIA (V. Q)
And t hey oughta stop using five
def ensi ve backs. Put that third
| i nebacker back in.

RICHE (V.Q)
I don't know, Patricia. Wth all
t he passing going on in the NFL
t hese days--

Rahsaan | ooks through his rear-view mrror and finds...a San
Di ego Police car heading toward the G and Prix.

PATRICIA (V. Q)
And trade David Boston back to the
Cardi nals. And trade Rahsaan
Johnson sonepl ace.

RAHSAAN
Hey! | got a sack |ast Sunday!

Rahsaan clicks the stereo OFF...only to find the cruiser's
l'ights flashing and SI REN SOUNDI NG

EXT. FRI ARS ROAD - DAY

The Grand Prix pulls to a stop at the first conveni ent spot.
The police car stops in back of Rahsaan's Ponti ac.

SDPD of fi cer RAUL MONTERO (40) hurries out of the cruiser and
runs toward the Pontiac's driver's side.

I NT. PONTI AC GRAND PRI X - DAY

Rahsaan rolls the driver's-side window dowm. He pulls out his
wall et to extract his driver's |icense as Raul reaches the
forner's car.

RAUL
Good afternoon.



Raul catches Rahsaan's sl ow nod. The officer accepts the
Chargers defender's |icense.

RAUL ( CONT' D)
| coulda pulled out nmy gun and shot
you.
Rahsaan exhal es with anot her sl ow nod.
MAI N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON.
Raul exam nes Rahsaan's driver's permt.

RAUL ( CONT' D)
So you' re Rahsaan Johnson.

RAHSAAN
Yes. Yes, | am

RAUL
Do you realize you' ve got a broken
taillight?

RAHSAAN

| didn't realize that. Mist've
happened during the team neeting.

RAUL
This woul dn't happen if you
Chargers would start w nni ng ganes
agai n. You Chargers have | ost
el even out of your last twelve
games, you know.

Raul continues to exam ne Rahsaan's |icense.

RAHSAAN
We're trying our best.

Rahsaan wat ches Raul pull out a pad.

As Raul wites, Rahsaan rests his head on the Pontiac's
steering wheel .

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)
W' ve got M nnesota tonorrow. As
long as all fifty-three of us work
t oget her - -

RAUL
You take sone of that big salary
you're getting and pay this ticket.



RAUL( CONT' D)
(hands ticket to Rahsaan)
And get that taillight fixed.

Rahsaan accepts the ticket, then receives his |icense.

RAHSAAN
"Il get it taken care of on
Monday.

Raul | ooks skeptical.

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)
This com ng Monday.

RAUL
Make sure.

RAHSAAN
You' ve got ny word.

RAUL
Have a ni ce day.

As Raul wal ks toward the cruiser, Rahsaan pockets his |icense
and the ticket...before he buries his head in his hands.

EXT. JOHANSONS' HOUSE - N GHT
SUPER: SAN DI EGO, CA, PRESENT DAY

SOVE SKATEBQARDERS gl i de past a M ssion-style house in the
M ssi on Val | ey nei ghborhood on this hot July Saturday.

I NT. JOHNSONS' LI VING ROOM - N GHT

The big screen TV projects A BASEBALL GAME. .. but the sound's
DOM and Rahsaan (now 50) doesn't pay attention.

He, his wi fe ROSALI ND PARKER JOHNSON (49, witty), their son
KWAME (13), and their daughter A" JA (12) sit and gab at two
sofas that surround a coffee table.

RAHSAAN
| got so ticked off at everything
t hat happened that day that, the
next day, | took it all out on
anybody who wore a M nnesota
Vi ki ngs uni form

KWAMVE
Dad, did the Chargers w n?



RAHSAAN
Darn right! Forty-two to twenty-
ei ght.

Al'l four Johnsons high-five it.

A JA
(to Rahsaan)
Did you get any sacks?

RAHSAAN
Doggone right | did, Aja. Cot
one...and the whole team got three.

ROSALI ND
Aja...Kwanme...|l watched the gane
on TV.

Si x eyes stare in shock at Rosalind.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
Doug Flutie threw a three-yard
t ouchdown pass to David Boston to
give San Diego the ganme's first six
poi nts.

RAHSAAN
The sanme David Boston that |ady on
the radio wanted to see traded back
to Arizona.
(stands up)
Can | get you three anything to
drink?

ROSALI ND
Honey...why don't you surprise us?

Rahsaan shakes his head "yes," heads for the kitchen, and...

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
One thing about it, kids: Your dad
doesn't listen to sports talk radio
anynore.

...returns with four bottles of Gatorade (or a conpetitor).

KWAVE
Thanks, Dad.

A'ja and Rosalind AD LIB their gratitude; all four Johnsons
drink away.



A JA
Dad. .. our nei ghbors are peopl e of
color, too. Did they get stopped by
the cops |ike you did?

Rosal i nd and Kwane eyebal | Rahsaan.

RAHSAAN
I don't know. ..

Rahsaan sits back down.

ROSALI ND
Wll...there's one way to find out.

RAHSAAN
W' re hosting the next nei ghborhood
pot | uck...two weeks from today.

ROSALI ND
(taking a sip)
| know at |east two of our
nei ghbors will dish
(anot her sip)
And not just food.

A'ja, Kwane, Rahsaan, and Rosalind click their bottles.
EXT. JOHNSONS' HOUSE - DAY

A pi ckup truck passes by.

I NT. JOHNSONS' LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Rosal i nd, Rahsaan, Kwame, A ja, and NEI GHBORS sit, converse,
and eat a variety of entrees/sal ads/desserts on this Potl uck
Saturday...while the TV shows ANOTHER BASEBALL GAME.

@US ANDERSON (69, lively, authoritative, bitter; Black, New
York brogue) wags a finger while he talks to potluck
partici pants around him

QUs
Yeah, | got stopped by a California
H ghway Patrol officer...back in
1992.

Several sets of eyeballs turn to Gus.



GUS ( CONT' D)
I was com ng back here froma
record show in LA ..and this
of ficer stopped ne on I-5, just
out si de of San C enente.

KELLY CHO (53, teamoriented, wary), a plate of tacos in her
hands, bounds in fromthe kitchen.

KELLY
| hear you, Gus. That N xon country
i s sonething el se.

GJSs
Vell, this officer pulled ne over.
| had a 1978 Ford Granada back
t hen. Back seat was | oaded. He
t hought |1 was carryi ng weed and
coke and all that.

Kelly takes a seat next to her husband, BRIAN WU (61, fun-
| ovi ng, passionate), who groans while he hears Gus' story.

GUS (CONT' D)
| spent twenty minutes trying to
show this "CH Ps" reject there were
used records and used CDs in those
boxes in the back seat of ny car.

RUSSELL BEDARD (39, inpulsive), his wife SASHEEN (40, calm,
and their daughter MEGHAN (16, resourceful) nod at Cus.

All three Bedards are Native Anericans.

SASHEEN
Sounds as if that officer was
hungry for a ticket.

RUSSEL L
Sasheen, it was nore |like he was
hungry to kill somebody.

QUS
(pointing at Russell)
Yeah! That!

Most of the participants AD LIB their agreenent.

RAHSAAN
(standi ng up)
Eat up, everybody! There's plenty
nore |eft!



GRACI ELA GARCI A (39, perky, down-to-Earth) grabs her plate,
junps out of her seat, and...watches husband FERNANDO ( 46,
kooky; heavyset) shrug.

GRACI ELA
I"'mon it, Rahsaan! Can't get
enough of those chi cken w ngs!

Rosal i nd eyes Graciela (who heads for the kitchen), then
Rahsaan, then Meghan.

ROSALI ND
Meghan. .. why don't you tell 'em
what happened when you tried to get
an organ teacher?

Meghan receives withering | ooks fromJEREMY WJ (11), his
sister ANNABELLE (13), SELENA GARCI A (12), and Sel ena's
brot her JAVIER (11)...who all look up fromtheir plates.

Result: A ja and Kwane stare Annabelle, Javier, Jereny, and
Sel ena down.

KWAMVE
Listen, don't dis Meghan. She's
cool .

MVEGHAN

Thanks, Kwane.
G aciela returns with a new plate of chicken w ngs.

A JA
(to the dissenters)
You shoul d check out her YouTube
vi deos.

Jereny and Sel ena shake their heads sideways.

MVEGHAN
Speaki ng of YouTube. ..
(takes a bite)
I had to go to that because Panelyn
O Brien wouldn't give nme organ
| essons.

SASHEEN
And Panelyn's one of the best organ
teachers in the San Di ego area.

Fer nando groans.



GRACI ELA
(sits back down)
She lives and teaches over by
Bal boa Par k. She once bought ten
dozen yell ow roses from our flower
shop.

RUSSEL L
You know what she said to Meghan?
(takes a sip)
She told her: "It's too conplicated
an instrunment for sonebody of your
et hni ¢ persuasion.”

Sone adult nouths fly open.

KELLY
I hope those flowers died on
arrival.

FERNANDO
And | hope she cut her hands on the
thistles...l mean thorns!

Javier and Selena titter...only to cover their nouths when
A ja and Kwane eyebal |l them

BRI AN
Rahsaan. ..you know how you quit
listening to sports talk radio
after you got pulled over for that
busted taillight?

RAHSAAN
Yeah. | hear you, Brian.

BRI AN
Vell, ne and Kelly quit |istening
to all talk radio.

KELLY
And we don't care if it's news,
sports, or anything el se.
(taking a bite)
And it's all because | called that
Rush Li nbaugh wannabee.

aUs
I thought they were all Rush
Li nbaugh wannabees.



BRI AN
And told himto stop calling COVID
19 "the Chinese flu."

KELLY
They banned ne from calling that
station for the rest of ny life.

Kelly finishes what's on her plate...

ANNABELLE
(to Jereny)
One thing about Mom She's got...
JEREMY
Intestinal fortitude.
ANNABELLE
(with a nod)

Guts.
...and returns the plate to the kitchen.

RAHSAAN
Speaki ng of guts. ..

Rahsaan gestures the seven children and the other seven

adults into a huddl e of sorts.

When Kelly realizes something big s about to happen

joins the huddl e of sorts.

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)
It wouldn't be bad if we could get
all those peopl e together who' ve
been di ssing us because of our

col ors.
GQJs

And teach 'ema | esson
ROSALI ND

A lesson they'l|l never forget.
JAVI ER

How re we gonna do that, Ms.
Par ker Johnson?

A sly grin crosses Rosalind s face.

10.



SELENA
And besi des...those cops who
stopped M. Johnson and M.
Anderson are old nen by now

FERNANDO
Javier...Selena...it's too |late for
t hose ol d nen, anyway.

Sel ena and Javi er shrug.

ROSALI ND
But, no...Rahsaan and | went online
one day, and we checked out Jane
Elliott's nmethods for getting
people to stop being racist.

Sonme adult heads nod.

SASHEEN
Wen | was little, | saw her on
"The Oprah Wnfrey Show. " Never
ever forgot that.

Fernando points to Rosalind, then to Sasheen.

SASHEEN ( CONT' D)
Not | ong after watching that show,
| wanted to grow up to be a
teacher...or at least work with
children in sone way.

FERNANDO
Jane Elliott...didn"t she do a
novie with Elvis Presley?

Rahsaan and Rosal i nd crack up.

GRACI ELA
No...not that Jane Elliott.

aUs
The one who did a novie with Elvis
spells her last nane with one T,
not two. And she used to play on
"CGeneral Hospital."

A grinning Fernando nods.

11.



12.

SASHEEN
Rahsaan's right...Rosalind, too. If
we all put our heads together, we
could stage our own antiracism
wor kshop.

RAHSAAN
Whaddya say, everybody?

Potl uck participants eyeball each other.
aUs
W' ve got a chance to sock it to
some people who' ve got it com ng.

RAHSAAN
And teach 'em what unity's about.

Russel | and G aciela shake their heads "yes."

KELLY
Let's do it!

Rahsaan, Rosalind, and Co. place their hands in the m ddl e of
t he huddl e and cheer thensel ves hoar se.

When the cheering dies down:

aUs
Even if | can't get hold of that
"CH Ps" reject...1'd like to get

hol d of ny old boss. The one who
got me started selling records.

GRACI ELA
Speaking of lesson...there's a
young sacker at the Ral phs over on
Friars Road we'd |ike to work wth.

Sel ena nods at G aci el a.

SELENA
Yeah, Mom ' Cause of him we now
shop at the Ral phs on M dway Dri ve.

Fernando grits his teeth.

ROSALI ND
It'd be great to pull that cop Raul
over...but we'd probably all get
killed if we did that.



13.

KWAMVE
Wth or without himcalling for
backups.

Kwane earns nods fromhis fell ow Johnsons.

ROSALI ND
I've got sonebody else in mnd...

Rosalind attracts stares fromA ja, Kwane, and Rahsaan.
EXT. SAN DI EGO ZOO - DAY

An August Sunday...Rahsaan, Rosalind, A ja, and Kwane strol
toward the front entrance of this iconic attraction.

ROSALI ND
(to Rahsaan)
Hon...you renmenber ne tal ki ng about
t he husband-and-wi fe realtors who
got me into Amway?

RAHSAAN
Huh?

ROSALI ND
This was before I nmet you

A JA
(pointing to Rahsaan)
And you'd just retired fromthe NFL
after the Washi ngton Commander s
rel eased you

KWAMVE
After one season.

Rahsaan's is a heavy nod.
A'ja receives a heavy nod from Kwane.

A JA
I know...they weren't the
Washi ngt on Conmanders when Dad
pl ayed in the NFL.

Meghan, Russell, and Sasheen reach the zoo's front entrance.

A JA (CONT' D)
They were still using a nane Meghan
and her fol ks spent years trying to
get "emto change.



14.

The Johnsons' youngest turns around...and eyes the Bedards.

A JA (CONT' D)
Oh, hi, Meghan, M. Bedard, Ms.
Bedar d!

The two famlies AD LIB sal utations.

MVEGHAN
| can't wait "til we do that
antiraci sm wor kshop
(to Rosalind)
Have you found sonebody to bring to
t he wor kshop?

A huge smile fills Rosalind s face.
EXT. SAN DI EGO ZOO ELEPHANT ODYSSEY - DAY

A LARGE CROND wat ches froma sidewal k as Kelly nurses an
el ephant back to good health.

Bri an, Annabelle, Jereny, Sasheen, Russell, Meghan, Rahsaan,
Rosalind, A ja, and Kwane try to inch closer to the action

When the el ephant proves to be its own self again, cheers
ring out fromthe visitors.

@Qus, Gaciela, Fernando, Javier, and Selena arrive...only to
| ook dunbf ounded.

Annabel l e turns to the five stragglers.

GRACI ELA
Annabel | e, sounds |i ke we m ssed
sonet hi ng bi g.

ANNABELLE
Mom cured an el ephant of a col d.

FERNANDO
Is that all?

BRI AN
That's all, Fernando.

Fer nando' s nout h hangs open.

JEREMY
They don't call her the best aninma
trainer in the whole San Di ego Zoo
for not hi ng!



15.

Kelly bows to the crowd, which bursts into cheers again.
When the crowd thins down to her neighbors:

KELLY
Let me get cleaned up...and |1
see you guys at dinner!

aUs
|'ve got the place picked out.

JAVI ER
Actual ly...me and
(points to his sister)
Sel ena picked it out.

@Qus nods at Sel ena and Javier, then at Kelly.

aUs
Actually...all three of us did.

Kelly smles as she heads away fromthe el ephant.
EXT. SYDNEY'S GRILL AT SAN DI EGO ZOO - DAY

Qus and the four famlies he lives al ongside chow down at a
space that packs plenty of patio seating (nostly for
foursomes)...and features sone unbrella tents.

RAHSAAN
Wll...that's a newone. | didn't
t hi nk el ephants coul d get col ds.

KELLY
They sure can, Rahsaan. Since
they' re mammual s, el ephants are
susceptible to several diseases
t hat we human bei ngs suffer

JEREMY
Yeah...like colic, pneunonia,
col ds, consti --

ANNABELLE
Jereny...we're trying to eat.

Jereny shakes his head "yes" and goes back to his food.
FERNANDO

Kelly, 1'mcurious...howdid you
cure that el ephant?



16.

KELLY
I gave himthat rich, rich broth
they call "Elephant's "Cure.'"
(takes a sip)
And then | gave hima couple of ny
t wel ve- hour col d capsul es.

Some eaters shrug...others | ook puzzled...still others grin.

ROSALI ND
Speaking of drug...racismis a drug
to sone people.

Sasheen fl ashes a confused | ook.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
It's true. Just like sone people
use al cohol as a crutch to help 'em
talk to anot her human bei ng, sone
peopl e use bigotry as a crutch to
hel p 'em avoi d sone folks.

Fernando' s eyes |ight up.

FERNANDO

Hey, Rosalind...l've got an idea!
ROSALI ND

Hit it.
FERNANDO

| read Suzanne Soners'
aut obi ography...then | watched the
TV-novi e versi on

GQJs
| read the book, too.

FERNANDO
Toward the end of the book, her
nom dad, sister, sister-in-Ilaw,
nephews, and ni eces wal ked into her
brother's house to get himto stop
dri nki ng.

Sonme heads nod.

KWAMVE
Well...alcohol is a drug.

A JA
That's what our hone room teachers
say.



17.

BRI AN
Uh huh...sounds |ike we're staging
an intervention

KELLY
That's right...just like the
intervention they pulled on the CEO
of the conpany that you used to
wor k for.

BRI AN
VWi ch one?

KELLY
The conpany that made toys for pets
before filing for bankruptcy.

ROSALI ND
And that's how we're gonna get the
bi gots in our lives to cone to our
antiraci sm wor kshop

SELENA
Al so known as a sensitivity-
trai ni ng session.

A few eaters nod.

RAHSAAN
Only we're not gonna be so bl unt
about it.
SASHEEN
(noddi ng)
After all, if we went blunt, we

could get injured or killed.
Russel|l takes a bite, then nods at Sasheen.

RUSSELL
We lure them by appealing to the
t hi ngs they like.

Sone eaters AD LIB their agreenent with Russell

MEGHAN
Speaki ng of Iike...
(takes a bite)
I"mall stoked to find out who the
Johnsons are gonna bring to the
wor kshop.
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RAHSAAN
Well, Meghan...let's just say they
like to travel

Rosal ind flashes a sly grin.
EXT. BABI CHES HOUSE - DAY

Here's an earth-colored, two-story house in the Torrey Pines
section of town.

August has reached its final Friday.
I NT. BABI CHES' LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Spaci ous. ..and decorated to the hilt.

MELANI E BABI CH (59, sonetinmes carefree, sonetinmes rigid; no
filter) and husband MARK (59, strives to please) play
checkers at a card table when the doorbell RINGS.

Mark junps up to grab the front door...Melanie follows him

MELANI E
Mark, if you sold houses the way
you play checkers, we'd be
bankr upt .

He opens the door...and when the result reveals A ja, Kwane,
Rahsaan, and Rosalind, Mark's nmouth flies open.

MARK
Rosal i nd. . . Rahsaan. .. and Conpany!
Cone in!

When t he Johnsons do just that, Ml anie shakes her head "no."

MARK ( CONT' D)
Wl come to our pad! So nice to have
you here.

Kwame and his sister |ook around before taking seats. As the
parents find seats, Mel anie approaches Rosal i nd.

MELANI E
You know, Rosalind Parker, you
coul d' ve been one of the greatest
Amnay/ Qui xtar distributors we've
ever had here in Southern Calif--

A frantic Mark tries to wave Melanie into silence. No dice.



19.

ROSALI ND
I wanna make it up to you, Melanie.

MELANI E
What's your plan?

ROSALI ND
Well, | told Rahsaan, A ja, and
Kwame how you like to travel

A'ja eyeballs her brother...Mark's eyes light up as he sits
back down.

MELANI E
Where're we goi ng?

RAHSAAN
It's a surprise.

Mark nods with a grin.

A JA
Ms. Babich, we all saw your
Website and found out how you and
your husband | ove surpri ses.

Melanie and a grinning Mark stare at A ja.

MARK
Al'l 1 can say is: Wen are we
goi ng?

RAHSAAN
Ri ght now

MELANI E
Now wait just a mnute! Mark and |
aren't ready!

KWAMVE
A'ja and Mom and Dad and | are al
packed up. Qur bags are in the SUV

RAHSAAN
(to Mark and Mel ani e)
W'll wait on you while you pack
It's just a weekend trip.

Mark and Mel anie | ook at each other...then give Rahsaan and
Rosal i nd a nod.

The Babi ches' |iving roomerupts in cheers.



20.

ROSALI ND
And since this is a surprise...and
to nmake the surprise work...you two
oughta wear this.

Rosal i nd yanks a pair of blindfolds fromher pants pocket.
EXT. AM 760 SAN DI EGO HEADQUARTERS - DAY

A striking, nodern-|ooking building mnutes from San Di ego
Bay and fromlInterstate 15.

I NT. AM 760 SAN DI EGO STUDI O - DAY

Rl CHARD SHI NGLEDECKER (60, paternalistic, egotistical) and
BAKER HI NES (45, shifty) chat in a nmediumsize studi o whose
| arge TV shows a G F version of Ad dory.

Bot h men wear headphones and speak into m kes.

BAKER
And if I...when | get back in
of fice, you can bet your life I'll
hel p make Anerica great again.

Ri chard wears a toothy smle

Rl CHARD
There you have it, Anericans! My
guest today has been Baker Hi nes.
He wants his Congressional seat
back...that's right, he wants to
flip that seat red.

Baker fl ashes his own ear-to-ear sml e.

RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
Let's help him |loyal listeners!
(to Baker)
Thank you for com ng on "The
Ri chard Shi ngl edecker Show. "

BAKER

The pleasure's all mne, Richard.
Rl CHARD

Fel |l ow Anericans, |1'Il be back on

Monday. Have a great weekend.

Baker and Richard set their headphones on the desk, then
shake hands.



21.

RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
G eat show, Baker...Congressman
Hi nes.

BAKER
G eat host!

EXT. AM 760 SAN DI EGO HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Ri chard and his radio guest stroll the parking lot to reach
their |ate-nodel Lincoln Corsairs when Brian, driver Kelly,
Jereny, and Annabelle clinb out of their 2019 Honda Qdyssey.

Kelly waves at Baker and the tal k host.

KELLY
Wait a mnute, you guys! It'Il just
take a few m nutes!

Rl CHARD
Didn"t | ban you fromny air?

BRI AN
W just wanna make up for that!

Rl CHARD
This better be good. |I've got a
wife to conme hone to.

As Baker opens the door to his own Lincoln, Annabelle and
Jereny wave their arnms and sprint toward it.

ANNABELLE

M. Hines, you should be in on
this, too.

Baker slithers into his car's driver's seat.

BAKER
I've got a canpaign rally to go to.

Jereny grabs the door before a stunned Baker can close it.

JEREMY
Annabel | e and | checked your
canpai gn Website.

ANNABELLE
And we found out you've got nothing
goi ng this weekend.

Baker | ooks fl umoxed.
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Brian and Kelly lead Richard away fromthe talkster's Corsair
and toward Annabel | e, Baker, and Jereny.

Rl CHARD
What's this all about?

KELLY
We're going on an expedition. This
nor ni ng.

BRI AN

And we wanted to invite you and
former Representative Hines.

KELLY
It's just for this weekend.

JEREMY
(points to Richard)
And you'll be back in time to go
back on the air.

Rl CHARD
| don't go on any trip wthout ny
wife.

KELLY

Bring her, too!

A sly grin fornms on Richard' s face.

ANNABELLE
Qur bags are packed. They're in our
m ni van.

BRI AN

Don't worry, you guys. It's got
roomfor all seven of us.

Several heads nod.

BAKER
(eyebal I'i ng Kelly)
You haven't told us where we're

goi ng.
KELLY
Just go home, pack your bags, get
in our van, and enjoy the ride.
Ri chard | ooks speechl ess.

A grin replaces his speechl ess | ook.
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KELLY ( CONT' D)
That goes for you, too, Baker.

Baker shrugs before he closes his car's driver's-side door.
EXT. PAMELYN O BRI EN S HOUSE - DAY

A nodest house in the Bal boa Park nei ghborhood.

I NT. PAMELYN O BRIEN S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Wiite's the domi nant color here in this cozy space.

PAMELYN O BRI EN (39, flashy duds, stern mnd) sits on a sofa
whi | e best pals HALSEY HAM LTON and GELSEY STRI CKLAND ( both
12) play a classical piece on a five-manual Allen organ.

The two preteen girls end their rollicking rendition with a
bang...and Panel yn | ooks hal f-anused, hal f-stunned.

PAMELYN
Very...interesting.

Gel sey and Hal sey junp up fromthe bench and do high fives.

HALSEY
Thank you, Ms. O Brien

PAMVELYN
Tell ne where you got that from

GELSEY
Hal sey and | went online and found
out about this organ duo from
Canada.

Hal sey turns the organ off.

HALSEY
Rachel Mahon and Sarah Svendsen.

GELSEY
Better known as "Organized Crine."

HALSEY
And t hey conbi ne serious organ
pl aying wi th conedy.

GELSEY
And it | ooked so fun that Hal sey
and | decided to try it ourselves.
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PAMVELYN
(with a sl ow nod)
Fine...but just renmenber, Gel sey
and Hal sey: Make sure you get al
the bugs out. Al the everloving
bugs out.

HALSEY
Ve will!

CGel sey shakes her head "yes,"” then she and Hal sey grab their
nmusi ¢ books once a car horn HONKS O S.

PAMVELYN
See you next week! Make this work!

GELSEY
(headi ng out)
Don't worry! W wll!

Hal sey follows Gel sey out of Panelyn's house...
EXT. PAMELYN O BRI EN S HOUSE - DAY
...wWhere a 2020 Toyota Canry waits outside.
On the other side of the street sits a 2015 Chevy Suburban..
I NT. CHEVY SUBURBAN - DAY

...in which Russell (the driver), Sasheen, and Meghan watch
CGel sey and Hal sey clinb inside the Toyota.

The Toyota takes off...Russell turns to his passengers.

RUSSELL
Let's do it!

Meghan and Sasheen AD LIB their agreenent.
EXT. PAMELYN O BRI EN S HOUSE - DAY
The Bedards jog out of the Chevy and toward Panelyn's house.
SASHEEN
(gestures to Russell)

Al | ow ne.

Sasheen arrives at the front door first and rings the
doorbel|l; Russell and Meghan |ine up behind her.

Panel yn opens the door...and | ooks sl ackjawed.



PAVELYN
VWhat . . . have we here?

SASHEEN
A chance to nmake anends.

PAMVELYN
You' re that counselor in the
Uni versity Park area whose daughter
wants to play the organ--

SASHEEN
We didn't cone to tal k about that.

Meghan and Russell now flank Sasheen.

MVEGHAN
Mom and Dad and | just wanted to

invite you to
we're | eaving

an expedition...and
ri ght now.

PAMELYN

Is this your i

dea of a joke?

RUSSEL L
No way, Panelyn! And besides, this

weekend trip i

s not hi ng conpar ed

with all the places the organ has

t aken you all

t hese years.

MVEGHAN
Don't you wanna have sone fun, M.

O Brien?

Shock continues to cover

Panel yn's face.

SASHEEN
Al'l our bags are packed!
RUSSEL L
(pointing toward Chevy)
We'll be glad to take you, Panelyn!
It'1l be fun!

Panel yn gestures Meghan,

Russel |, and Sasheen i nsi de.

I NT. PAMELYN O BRI EN S LIVI NG ROOM - DAY

The foursone take seats.

PAMELYN
You' d better be right.

25.
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RUSSELL
It's all good. W'll wait while you
pack.

As Panel yn wal ks toward her bedroomto pack, Meghan eyeballs
t hat Al l en organ.

She rises fromher seat...only to sit back down.

EXT. FERNANDO AND GRACI ELA' S FLOWERS - DAY

It's a nodest-but-Dbright-1ooking building by the zoo.
I NT. FERNANDO AND GRACI ELA' S SALESFLOOR - DAY

Graci el a and Fernando do business with A YOUNG COUPLE who buy
some heart-shaped bal | oons.

GRACI ELA
(hands out receipt)
Thanks for shopping with us.

Fernando nods at the young couple, who accept the receipt.

FERNANDO
We really appreciate you

Bal | oons in hands, the young twosone wave at the ol der duo on
the way out of the store.

Now the two proprietors | ook at each other.

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
G aci el a, honey...you wanna nake
the call or not?

GRACI ELA
You' d better do it, Fernando.
(with a grin)
You' re nuch better at celebrity
i npersonations than I am

A shruggi ng Fernando yanks his cell phone fromhis shirt
pocket. He punches a phone nunber.

I NT. CUSTOMER SERVI CE AREA AT RALPHS ON FRI ARS ROAD - DAY
EMPLOYEES behi nd the counter wait on CUSTOVERS at this busy

super mar ket when store director LLOYD NEFT (40s) pulls out
his own cell phone.
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LLOYD
(i nto phone)
Ral phs on Friars Road. This is
LI oyd. How may we hel p you?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON
Fernando grits his teeth.

FERNANDO
(i nto phone)
Uh...l was wondering if Kyle's
wor ki ng this weekend.

LLOYD
Uh...no. Wy do you ask?

LI oyd backs away from the counter

FERNANDO
(m mcs gane show host)
I just wanted to let Kyle
know...he's just won...a free trip!
| just need his phone nunber.

LLOYD
Vell, I'lIl be a...okay.

Fernando breathes relief while LI oyd goes back to the counter
to access a conputer

LLOYD ( CONT' D)
May | ask who this is?

FERNANDO
(tries to do Rod Serling)
Submitted for your approval: A
| ongti ne custoner...

Now LI oyd pulls up his store's enpl oyee directory.

LLOYD
| see...you're the one who likes to
do i nmpersonati ons.

FERNANDO
(in his real voice)
LI oyd. ..you busted ne.

LLOYD
Here's Kyl e's phone nunber.
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Fernando and G aciela grab pens (or pencils) and a sheet of
paper each as the couple await the information.

EXT. NEW SALEM STREET - DAY
A 2015 Ni ssan Maxi na tools down the street.
I NT. NI SSAN MAXI VA - DAY

GQus drives while a blindfol ded GEORGE RODENBERCER ( 66,
fatherly) rides.

QUS
George, don't take that blindfold
of f!

George's nod is slow and tired.

GEORCE
Just tell ne where we're going.

QUSs
Top secret.

GQus keeps one eye on the street and the other on George.
In the meantinme, dead silence...for a few seconds.
GEORCE
Can | open ny eyes now? | wanna
know where we're going!
QUS
You |ike surprises, don't you? I
remenber that's what you told ne!
The Nissan pulls into the parking | ot of:
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - DAY
A sprawl i ng conplex on the north part of town.
Fernando, Graciela, Javier, and Sel ena escort KELVIN W THEM
(50, rude), his wife LEAH (50, sheepish), and their son KYLE
(19, hotheaded) across the lot and into the building.

Al the Garcias and all the Wthens carry suitcases...and
Leah, Kyle, and Kelvin wear blindfolds.

@Qus junps out of his car and grabs his and George's |uggage
fromthe trunk.

He wat ches George grab that blindfold.
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GUs
(slanms trunk |id)
LEAVE THAT BLI NDFOLD ALONE

GQus sets the two suitcases down and hel ps George clinb out of
t he Maxi ma.

GUS (CONT' D)
Take ny hand.
A still-blindfolded George tries to feel his way toward CGus

hands. .. but Gus grabs one of George's hands.

Wth his free hand, Gus picks up George's suitcase and puts
it in George's free hand. Gus lunges for his own suitcase.

At last, the two nen stagger toward the rec center.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER LOBBY - DAY

The Bedard, Cho Wi, Garcia, and Johnson famlies crowd around
the receptionist's station...as does Gus Anderson.

Al'l sixteen keep a close watch on Baker, George, Kelvin,
Kyl e, Leah, Mark, Melanie, and Panelyn...all stil
bl i ndf ol ded and behi nd t he si xteen.

In back of those eight: R chard, who hugs his wi fe HOLLY
SHI NGLEDECKER (63, insecure). Both wear blindfolds, too.

Behi nd her desk, receptionist WH TNEY KELLOGG (37, Bl ack)
gazes out at the sea of people and their suitcases.

VH TNEY
| see you all nmade it.

Some people AD LIB their agreenent with Whitney...an act that
draws MAT BURKMAN (40, NFL-sized; Wiite) and HASSAN SCALES
(47, Black) into the | obby.
RAHSAAN
Those of you with blindfolds...go
ahead and take 'em off.
The Blindfolded Ten rip their coverings off.
Mark's, Leah's, and George's nouths fly open...Baker shrugs.
VAT
Everybody...wel cone to the Mra
Mesa Recreation Center.

Hol |y goes after Kelly; Richard foll ows.
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HOLLY
This isn't San Di ego International
Ai rport!

KELLY
Li sten...nobody said anythi ng about
an airport.

Panel yn and Mel ani e charge toward Sasheen and Rosal i nd.

PAMVELYN
Both of you tricked us! You and
your husbands tricked us!

MELANI E
O all the sneaky, underhanded- -

SASHEEN
We prom sed you an expedition.

ROSALI ND
An expedition is a trip. And we
told you this was gonna be a
weekend trip.

Kyl e and Kelvin sprint toward Graciela and Fernando in an
effort to pound them..but Hassan and Mat grab Kyle and
Kel vin, respectively.

The tumult grows...until Wiitney whistles all into quiet.

RAHSAAN
(to Kelvin and Kyl e)
| see you've net Hassan Scal es and
Mat Burkman...two of ny old
teammates with the Chargers.

Kel vin and Kyle grunt while still in Mat's and Hassan's grip.

KELVI N
You better tell us why we're here!

KYLE
Yeah! You better tell us what the
hell we're doin' here!

Ri chard steps aside and pulls out his cell phone...Kelly
sprints to his side.

KELLY
Hand it over!
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RI CHARD
Hel |, nol

KELLY
kay.

Kel |y yanks the phone out of Richard' s grasp before he can
put the device to his ear.

KELLY ( CONT' D)
Al'l the rest of you we've brought
in...turn in your cell phones!

Hassan lets go of Kyle...who nowjoins his dad in Mat's grip.

Mel ani e, Baker, and Panelyn pull out their phones... but
Kelly, Brian, and Gus cone after the threesone.

aUs
Don't get any ideas!

BAKER
This is a free country, you know.

KELLY
Free country ny ass!

BRI AN
G eat coneback, Kelly!

Brian and Kelly do a one-handed high five.

Wi | e Baker | ooks stunned, Hassan grabs a box from behind
Wit ney' s desk, then holds the box out for all the
perpetrators to see.

HASSAN
Put 'emin here!

Kelly throws R chard' s phone into the box...Holly, Leah,
Mel ani e, Panel yn, Baker, George, Kelvin, Kyle, and Mark pl ace
their phones in the sane box.

KELLY
You' |l get 'em back at the end of
t he weekend!

Most of the perpetrators seethe.
BAKER

(pointing to Kelly)
W want answers! We want them now
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PAMELYN
O we're calling the police!

Panel yn | ooks to Wiitney...only to earn a "thunbs down."

VWH TNEY
This phone is off limts to you.

And Panel yn cri nges.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

GQus and his fifteen neighbors stand at the front...the ten
perps sit at tables.

Each person, neighbors and perps alike, wears a nane tag that
features his or her first nane.

Kwane, Jereny, and Selena veer off to the side to record the
whol e thing on a cantorder apiece.

GRACI ELA
Everybody, renmenber: This weekend,
we're on a first-nane basis.

The youngest of mouths fly open...so does Baker's.
MVEGHAN
(to Baker)
Even you

Meghan goes to the side to record it all on her cel
phone...setting off Baker's jeal ous | ook.

RAHSAAN
You ten wanted to know why you're
here...well, here's the reason

Rahsaan turns to Sasheen.

SASHEEN
The ten of you will participate in
a sensitivity-training weekend.

LEAH
Wy ?

FERNANDO
Because down through the years,
you' ve perforned racist acts on us.

Fernando receives jeers fromnost of the seated.
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SASHEEN
M cr oaggr essi ons.

KYLE
Yeah. Right.

Mel ani e junps out of her seat.

MELANI E
Who the hell are you people calling
raci sts?

Rl CHARD

So typical of you liberals. You
just love to play the race card.

Ri chard's col | eagues cheer while Gus wags a finger at him

GuUs
Look who's tal king about playing
the race card! You do it every
chance you get!

RI CHARD
(standi ng up)
How in the world would you know?

Ri chard heads toward the front when Holly grabs his arm

HOLLY
Sit down, honey. You don't want
anot her stroke.

A shrugging Richard returns to his seat.

HOLLY ( CONT' D)
You had one | ast year.

RAHSAAN
C non, everybody. Let's all calm
down. Let's all cool off.

A JA
Dad. .. oops, Rahsaan's right.
Mel anie sits back down.
ROSALI ND
Al we wanna do is give our side of
the story...basically, all we want
is a dial og.

Sone fol ks nod...but Kelvin seethes.
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KELVI N
So, you wanna tal k? You said we
comm tted a whol e bunch of
M chael aggr essi ons.

Rosal i nd nods as Sasheen chuckl es.

KELVI N ( CONT' D)

Vell, let's go!

ROSALI ND
W' ||l get to you later, Kelvin. But
first, | wanna tal k about the first
tine Melanie, Mark, and | net.

MARK
VWait a m nute--

ROSALI ND
Mark, you, Melanie, and | renmenber
the first sales neeting |I attended.
It was back in February 2005.

The Two Babi ches grow attentive.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
Mark, you were cool with ne
att endi ng.

MARK
I"mglad you came, Rosalind.

ROSALI ND
| took notes, paid attention to the
speaker, did it all at that
megachurch where you had t hat
neeting you invited nme to.

A snmug | ook crosses Melanie's face.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
There was one ot her newconer at
t hat nmeeting. Mark, | know you were
cordial to both me and him

MARK
Well...thank you. | try.

ROSALI ND
(noddi ng)
Thank you.



35.

ROSALI ND( CONT' D)
But, Melanie, you were cordial to
t he ot her newconer...and when |
shook your hand, you told ne:
"Treat this |ike a business...not a

hobby. "
MELANI E
It actually IS a business.
ROSALI ND
You didn't repeat that to the other
newconer. | heard you

Kel vin, Kyle, Melanie, Panelyn, and Richard roll their eyes.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
| felt that you were tal king down
to ne. | actually did hear what the
speaker said that night!

A ja and Kwane snmile at their nother.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
Mel ani e...woul d you have tal ked
down tonme if | were Wiite?

A smirking Melanie stares at Rosalind for a few seconds.
Kel vin seethes at Rosal i nd.

KELVI N
VWHY DON'T YOU BLOWIT OQUT YOUR- -

RUSSELL
(to Sasheen)
Did you bring a baby bottle or
paci fier or sonething?

The room breaks out in |laughter (stronger anong the nentors
t han anong the perpetrators).

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Hassan and Mat now stand (or sit) anong the nentors and
perps. Half the throng gazes at a gagged Kel vin.

BRI AN
Panmel yn...telling Meghan that you
woul dn't give her any organ | essons
' cause she's I ndigenous and because
you don't think she's smart enough
to dig the organ wasn't too cool
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SASHEEN
And as an educator, you should know
better. W should strive to teach
all children

RUSSELL
Besi des, Panelyn, we do nore than
sit around in a circle and bang
druns.

Panmel yn rolls her eyes.

MEGHAN
YouTube is cool as an alternative,
but it only goes so far.

PAVELYN
Li sten, studies show that--

GuUs
(gesturing at Panel yn)
That's not gonna fly. | renenber
this actor naned Betty Ann Carr.

GEORCE
Don't you nean actress, Qus?

FERNANDO
George, if a woman can be a host on
TV instead of a hostess, she can be
an actor instead of an actress.

Sone occupants AD LIB their agreenent w th Fernando.

RAHSAAN
Qus, go ahead and testify.

GQJs
Thanks, Rahsaan.

Qus takes a few steps toward Pamnel yn.

GUS (CONT' D)
Anyway, Betty Ann Carr did a show
called "Cade's County." d enn
Ford's first TV show. Carr played
t he di spatcher, Betty Ann Sundown.

PAMELYN
What's your point?
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aUs
| saw an article about her in "TV
Qui de" when "Cade's County" was
still on. It tal ked about how Carr
al so played the bass viol, guitar,
pi ano, banjo, zither, and organ.

Fernando' s eyes |ight up.

JAVI ER
ww All those instrunents!

GQJSs
And anot her thing, Javier: Betty
Ann Carr was a Native Anerican

Bunches of eyes stare at Panel yn.
SAVE SCENE - A BI T LATER
Fer nando, Graciela, Javier, and Sel ena hol d hands.

SELENA
Kyle...we remenber the tine |ast
year you junped down our throats
for hurrying inside the store you
wor k at .

Kyle tries to snore.

RAHSAAN
Kyle, Selena's talking to you

The youngest Wthem sits straight up...mch to the di smay of
Leah and a still-gagged Kel vin.

SELENA
We had to hurry.

JAVI ER
Qur grandfol ks from Chi cago were
flying into town.

SELENA
And they were gonna get together
wi th our grandfolks fromhere in
San D ego.

FERNANDO
(grits teeth at Kyle)
Face it: You were just bugged
because we wal ked past a coupl e of
Wi te custoners.



KYLE
Oh, spare nel

GRACI ELA
Anot her reason we quit shopping at
your store was...you kept making
fun of the recycl abl e shoppi ng bags
we use.

KYLE
They all got flowers on 'en
"Specially that little bitty bag
you kept bringin in.

Some perps titter.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
You can't get no groceries in a
little bitty bag Iike that!

Qus, Sasheen, and Rosal i nd shake their heads
So does Hol ly.

HOLLY
Kyle...you can if you try.

Rl CHARD
Honey, whose side are you on?

KYLE
Wiere'd you get that damm bag,
anyway? And how cone they all got
flowers on 'enf?

GRACI ELA
W won that bag for doing vol unteer
work for a nursing home not too far
fromour flower shop

Kelvin listlessly shakes his head sideways.
FERNANDO

That's right, Kelvin: Qur flower
shop. Me and Graciela's.

BAKER
What ki nd of country has this
becone?

Rl CHARD

Tell ne about it, Baker.

"no.

38.



FERNANDO
Wait a mnute! Don't you two
renenber those FTD commercial s
Merlin O sen used to do on TV?

Now Rahsaan's eyes |ight up

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
Pro Football Hall of Famer Merlin
A sen, for crying out | oud!

RAHSAAN
Now you' re tal ki ng! Preach on

FERNANDO
Merlin Osen turned ne on to
flowers in the first place.
Graciela nods with a huge smle.
SAME SCENE - STILL LATER
Kel |y and Sasheen stare Baker and Ri chard down.

SASHEEN
It's an honor to have a radio talk
host and a fornmer nenber of the US
House of Representatives with us.

Ri chard and Baker | ook confused.
KELLY
The reasons you two are part of
this sensitivity-training weekend
are obvi ous.
Kel |y yanks a conputer printout from her pants pocket.

KELLY ( CONT' D)

And | egi on.
(unfolds printout)
I"mnot gonna read '"emall...we've

got other things to do here.

SASHEEN
Many, many ot her things.

ANNABELLE
We all did research on you two.

Ri chard sm rks.

39.



MVEGHAN
(to Richard)
And we found out you once said the
Chargers noved back to Los Angel es
because peopl e here got sick and
tired of going to Qual conm Stadi um
to watch the Crips and the Bl oods.

Rl CHARD
(bol ting up)
| DID NOT SAY THAT!!

Al'l four Johnsons eyeball each other.

KELLY
You did, too. It's on YouTube.

BRI AN
And that's a racist statement if
t here ever was one...since npst of
the players in the NFL are Bl ack.

SASHEEN
And a true m croaggression.

Rl CHARD
Ch, conme on

Ri chard sits back down as Baker ri ses.

BAKER
And what about ne?

JEREMY
We remenber you were sentenced to
twenty nonths in jail for
enbezzl i ng canpai gn funds.

Baker's is a heavy breath.

JEREMY ( CONT' D)
Wiy aren't you still in jail?

BAKER
Uh...uh... Trunp...pardoned ne.

RUSSEL L
The same Donal d Trunp who want ed
peaceful protestors shot and killed
in the summer of 2020.

A flumoxed Baker sits back down.



Leah strolls to his side.

LEAH
I wouldn't |let those kids show
di srespect like that if | were you.

Several of Leah's fell ow perps cheer thensel ves hoarse.

KWAMVE
Leah...they're telling the truth.

Leah stares in anger at Kwane.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
A perpl exed CGeorge eyeball s Gus.

GEORCGE
Just level with nme. Just tell
nme...what did | do? Wiy am | here?

aUs
George...l renenber all those tines
you tal ked down to ne while | was
wor ki ng at your record store.

GEORCE
Qus, | was just guiding you.

(€U
And you kept tal king down to ne
long after | started nmy own store.

GEORGE
Crnon. | was trying to be a nentor.

aUs
You went too far the day d arence
Thomas becane a Suprene Court
justice back in 1991.

GEORGE
You still renmenber that?

aUs
Effing right! You told ne: "Cus,
you shoul d be proud to have soneone
of your race on the Suprenme Court."

Most of the perpetrators appl aud.

GUS (CONT' D)
We had one in Thurgood Marshall

41.
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GQus wal ks over to George's side.

GUS (CONT' D)
| agreed with Thurgood Marshall's
politics...but not C arence Thomas'
politics.
(points at Ceorge)
I"'ma Navy vet. Then | went to
coll ege. Got a business degree.

KYLE
Sit down!

Now Gus wal ks around the tabl es.
GQJs

San Diego State University.
(pointing to Kyle)

I can think for nyself! |'ve got a
brain! I know how to do research
LEAH
Yi ppee.
Qs

| don't |ike when people talk down
to ne. Just because I'mthis color
doesn't nean |'m stupid!

GEORGE
There you go again, Qus...using
race in every argunment you nake.

aUs
Well, that's what this country's
founders did!

RI CHARD
THE HELL THEY DI D!

Kelvin tries to work the gag away from his nouth.

GJSs
CGCet a dam clue, R chard! The
Northern states had to conprom se
with the Southern states so that
all thirteen states could becone
one country.

Wil e Kelvin continues to take his gag off, his coll eagues
jeer @Qus, who returns to the front of the room



A JA
M. Ander...Qus is right. If the
Northern states didn't |let the
Sout hern states have slavery, Betsy
Ross woul d' ve sewn fewer stars on
the fl ag.

Ri chard stews...Panelyn sizzles.

PAMVELYN
(to A'ja)
They' re teaching you that critical-
race-theory crap in school, aren't

t hey?
A JA
Nope.
KWAMVE
Both A'ja and | are learning it on
our own.
A JA

On our i Pads.
Most of the mentors bust out in |aughs.

KWAMVE
And A'ja and | don't see anything
crappy about critical race theory.

Now sonme nentors appl aud.

GEORCE
Since we're tal ki ng about
race...why aren't we doing this at
the Martin Luther King Recreation
Center?

RAHSAAN
W tried to book the MK
Center...but you know how busy it
gets the |last week in August.

KELLY
Especi al | y August twenty-eighth.

George rests his chin on his fists.

SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

The ten perpetrators continue to sit around the tables.

mentors find seats around the roonmis perineter

43.
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Rosal i nd, Kwane, A'ja, and Rahsaan still stand up
front...along with any renai ning nentors.

ROSALI ND
O the ten people we brought in,
how many of you have bl ue eyes?
Rai se your hands.

No perps raise hands.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
This can't be right.

George raises his hand... Ml ani e does...Baker, Panelyn,
Ri chard, and Kelvin send their hands al oft.

KWANVE
Baker, George, Ml anie,
Panel yn...stand up. You t oo,
Ri chard and Kel vi n.

Al six adults rise.

RAHSAAN
W' ve got sonething for you six.
A JA
You' d better close your eyes first.

MELANI E
Onh, all right.

George (he stares at the floor), Baker, Kelvin, Ml anie,
Panmel yn, and Richard shut their eyes.

Rl CHARD
This can't be good.

RAHSAAN
You don't know t hat.

Rahsaan pulls out six blue collars, then wal ks toward the six
bl ue- eyed perps.

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)
Everybody el se...don't nove.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GAME ROOM - DAY
Bri an, Fernando, Graciela, Gus, and Kelly escort Baker,

George, Kelvin, Richard, Panmelyn, and Melanie into a room
t hat sports foosball, billiards, and ping-pong tables.
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Al'l six perpetrators now wear those blue collars.

GUs

You six stay here in this room
KELLY

When the tinme cones, we'll cone

back and get you.

The six blue-eyed perps watch the five nentors | eave the gane
room The last mentor to split closes the door.

Mel ani e' s eyes sparkle when she spots the pool table.

MELANI E
(on way to pool table)
Anybody up for a gane?

Not a peep froma perp.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
I know Mark woul d be up for a gane.

GEORGE
Mel anie...l don't think they put us
in here to play ganes.

Panel yn gi ves CGeorge a boy-are-you-wong | ook.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

Rahsaan, Kwane, Rosalind, and A ja (all out front) instruct
Hol Iy, Kyle, Leah, and Mark.

Sasheen, Russell, Meghan, Selena, Jereny, Javier, and
Annabel I e sit anong the four perps.

Kyl e | ooks snmug...his fellow green-eyed perps | ook puzzl ed.

ROSALI ND
Now you fol ks know just how
i nferior blue-eyed people are.

RAHSAAN
They conmt nost of the crinmes in
America, they initiate nost of the
di vorces, they're...just
genetically inferior.

Kyle's snmug ook turns into a big smle...but Sasheen's cross
| ook drives Kyle's smle away.
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A JA
If I were you four, 1'd wite all
this down.

Javi er and Jereny pass pens (or pencils) and sheets of paper
to the four green-eyed perpetrators.

Scribbling starts when Kelly, Gus, G aciela, Fernando, and
Brian return with the six blue-eyed cul prits.

RAHSAAN
Sit down, you siXx.

Ri chard, Panelyn, Mel anie, Kelvin, George, and Baker take
seats...and receive pens/pencils and paper from Jereny,
Javi er, and Meghan.

Rl CHARD
(pointing to Rahsaan)
Nobody tells nme what to do. Nobody.

ROSALI ND
Not even your boss at iHeart Radi 0?

Sone occupants | augh.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
Richard, you're on our turf. W're
gonna tell you what to do.

KWANVE
It's for your own good.

RAHSAAN
So...you six who just cane in,
wite this down: "Blue-eyed people
are genetically inferior."”

Kel vin, Mel anie, and Panelyn seethe...Baker's and Ceorge's
nout hs drop.

RI CHARD
I"mnot witing anything down!

Rahsaan noves toward Richard...the latter scribbles away.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER KI TCHEN - DAY

Ri chard and his fell ow perps (sone seated) gab over
cof fee/ t ea/ pop/j ui ce/ wat er

Kel vin's now gagl ess.
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MARK
They had us wite down everything
we did...everything we felt, saw,
or heard while we were in there.

Some col | eagues grunbl e.

MARK ( CONT' D)
It was pretty eye-opening.

Ri chard charges up to Mark.

Rl CHARD
You know who's running this so-
call ed sem nar?
(takes a sip)
Human rubbi sh! HUVAN CRAP

Leah, Kyle, and Kelvin kneel at Richard' s feet...to salute.
Mar k exhal es while he and a shruggi ng George eye each ot her.

BAKER
(to George and Mark)
You know, you should listen to
Ri chard's show nore often

Baker catches Mark's gri nmace.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - NI GHT

"Billy Jack” WRAPS UP on a big-screen TV to which a laptop's
connected. Mst of the throng appl auds.

RUSSEL L
We hope you enjoyed "Billy Jack."

SASHEEN
Even nore inportant...we hope you
| earned sonething fromit.

Perps eyeball each other...nentors nod.

RAHSAAN
Russel |, Sasheen, and Meghan,
t hanks for bringing us the novie.

MVEGHAN
You' re wel cone, Rahsaan.
(to the audi ence)
Any questions or
conments...especially fromyou
guest s?
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Crickets...for a few seconds.

GEORGE
Qus. ..

Al'l eyes converge on Gus and Ceorge.

GEORCE ( CONT' D)
| saw this novie when | was a teen.

GuUs
Me, too. Then | joined the Navy.

GEORCGE
And I'Il never forget the part
where Bernard poured sugar on that
l[ittle Indi...Indigenous girl.

Sasheen shakes her head "yes."

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
I burned inside when | first saw

t hat .
KELVI N
Oh, stop it!
GEORGE

When | saw that scene again
toni ght, CGus, | thought about you.

Qus' nouth flies open.
GEORGE (CONT' D)
I"'mso sorry for not taking you so
seriously all these years...for

tal king down to you...for not
respecting your opinions.

Kyl e and Panelyn pretend to gag...Richard seethes.

GEORCE (CONT' D)
O even the right to your opinions.

George and Cus stroll toward each other

The two nmen shake hands; as that handshake becones a hug,
ment ors appl aud...and seven perpetrators jeer.

Contrast: Mark nods in understanding...Holly |ooks perplexed.

PAMVELYN
What ' s your problem Holly?
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Rl CHARD
(points at his wfe)
What's on your m nd?
HOLLY
Vell...l loved the way that little
bl onde girl sang and played guitar.
GQus and George break their nod to smle at Holly.
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - DAY
A FEW JOGGERS stride by on this early Saturday norning.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GYM - DAY
A'ja, Annabelle, Brian, Fernando, Ceorge, G aciela, Gus,
Javier, Jereny, Kelly, Kwane, Mark, Meghan, Rahsaan,
Rosal i nd, Russell, Sasheen, and Sel ena sl eep on one end of
t he gym

Baker, Holly, Kelvin, Kyle, Leah, Ml anie, Panelyn, and
Ri chard doze at the gym s other end.

Kyle rises, heads for the other side of the gym
and. .. punches Annabelle in the back.

He punches Gus in the back, then scurries back to his own
sl eepi ng bag (or bl anket).

GQus and Annabell e wake up. He's livid...she's baffl ed.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Kel vin brushes his teeth at a sink when...Janes Brown's "Say
It Loud- I'mBlack and I'm Proud"” (or a simlar tune) BLASTS
QUT of the rec center's ceiling speakers.

Leah's hubby spits water fromhis nouth in disgust...as a
franti c Fernando finishes brushing his own teeth nearby.

As the song plays, Rosalind | eaves the shower with a smle.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GYM - DAY

The session's youngest nentors dress to THE BEAT of the
Stapl e Singers' "Respect Yourself" (or sonething simlar)
when Gus and George nod to the nusic.

Kelly and Brian snap their fingers to said beat.

Baker and Panelyn flee fromthe gym..fully dressed or not.
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I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER KI TCHEN - DAY
The nusic on the PA system CONTI NUES STRONG

This tine, it's a rap such as "The Message," by G andnaster
Fl ash and the Furious Five.

Meghan and her parents eat donuts and drink
pop/teal/ coffee/water...but Richard spills his coffee.

And Hol 'y drops her cup of java.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER LOBBY - DAY

Wth G| Scott-Heron's ""B" Mvie" or sonething else of his
NOW PLAYI NG OVERHEAD, Whi t ney approaches the | ocked front
door...when Kyle sprints to her side.

KYLE
Turn that notherf--

VH TNEY
(unl ocks front door)
No.

KYLE
(grabbi ng Wi t ney)
| said--

Whitney pins Kyle to the wall when Mat and Hassan cone in
t hrough the front door.

HASSAN
VWhitney...is everything all right?

VH TNEY
Now it is.

Mat flashes a toothy smle.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Ri chard, Panelyn, Melanie, Leah, Kyle, Kelvin, Holly, and
Baker stand next to Wi tney's desk.

Al'l eight perps |ook furious as THE STI LL- STRONG MJSI C
changes to Joyner Lucas' "Devil's Wrk."

HOLLY
(si ngi ng)
Oh beautiful for spacious
ski es, / For anmber waves of
grain;/ For--
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Hol |y cajoles her fellow perpetrators into singing.

BAKER, HOLLY, RI CHARD
Pur pl e mount ai n maj esti es/ Above t he
fruited plain!

Richard stares in anger at Mel anie, Panelyn, Kyle, Leah, and
Kelvin...while "Devil's Wrk" CONTINUES and nentors and
converts alike arrive.

Not a blue collar in sight this norning.

BAKER, HOLLY, KELVIN, KYLE, LEAH
MELANI E, RI CHARD

Anerical Anerical!/God shed H s

grace on thee,/And crown thy good

wi t h brotherhood/ From sea to--

Holly cuts this inpronptu choir off when she realizes al
that singing can't drown out a rap.

She zeroes in on Panel yn.

HOLLY
You're a nusic teacher! Wiy didn't
you sing along with us?

PAMELYN
W don't have the sane vocal range.

HOLLY
(to her husband)
| shoul d' ve brought mnmy uke with ne.

Rl CHARD
Honey, "Anmerica the Beautiful"”
sounds dunb on a ukel el e.
Hol |y stews.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER SI DE ROOM - DAY
No nusic blares out of the center's PA system

Sasheen, Russell, Meghan, Gus, and George stand opposite
Kyl e, Kelvin, and Leah in this space adjacent to the gym

KELVI N
George, you're a traitor! A dam
traitor!

George shakes his head sideways.



LEAH
How coul d you do this to us?

GEORCE
Vell...l just wanted to be on the
right...| nmean correct side of

hi story.
Sasheen and Cus give CGeorge a "thunbs up" api ece.

RUSSEL L
Kel vin, Leah, Kyle...we've gotta
tal k. Both sides have to talk.

MVEGHAN
It's the only way that both sides
can heal

Meghan and Sasheen eyebal | each ot her in understanding.

KYLE
Look, you snowfl akes! There ain't
not hin' to heal!

GUs
(pointing at Kyl e)
There's plenty to heal! Alot nore
t han you...any of you
three...really think

KELVI N
BULL!
(face to face with Cus)
Wiy aren't you peopl e satisfied?
Barack Qhama got to be president.
Kamal a Harris got to be vice
presi dent. Remenber?

Kyl e noves in on Gus, too.

KELVI N ( CONT' D)
James Brown, Mke Tirico, and Curt
Menef ee host NFL pregane shows on
TV. What nore do you peopl e want?

SASHEEN
Respect.

Kel vin and Kyl e back away from Cus.
SASHEEN ( CONT' D)

Justice...equity...human treatnent.
Same things we all want.
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LEAH
We do?

Qus sighs.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

@Qus pulls a newspaper clipping (or conputer printout) from
his pants pocket and shows the docunment to the Wthens.

Leah's, Kyle's, and Kelvin's eyes sparkle.

aUs
What can you tell us about this?

LEAH
We canme to Washington, DC, for the
rally on January sixth, 2021.

Qus grinmaces. .. Sasheen turns in a heavy nod...Ceorge's and
Russel | 's faces freeze.

aUs
If that insurrection had succeeded,
and Donal d Trunp becanme a dictator
woul dn't that have rendered songs
i ke "The Star-Spangl ed Banner" and
"America the Beautiful" usel ess?

Kyl e and his fol ks | ook dunbfounded.
SASHEEN
Qus...these songs were usel ess
right fromthe start.

GQus snaps his fingers in understanding...but he and Sasheen
wat ch Kelvin and Kyle clench their fists.

Kyl e and Kelvin conme after Sasheen and Gus. Ceorge and
Russel |l bl ock the Wthem nal es’ path...and the foes back off.

Meghan turns to Cus.
MEGHAN
At | east we know who hit you and
Annabel I e | ast night.
Now Leah shows her fists to Meghan!
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GAME ROOM - DAY

Rosal i nd, Richard, Rahsaan, Kwane, Holly, and A'ja sit around
a card table...all in the utnost of nervous cal m



KWAMVE
(to Holly and Ri chard)
Don't worry. We've had "the talk."

A JA
That's right. | was six and Kwane
was seven

Richard and his wife nod at each other in approval.

RAHSAAN
Richard, | just wanna know. ..why do
you hate ne? What did | do to you?
Total silence...for a few seconds.

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)

Granted...l was a rookie with the
Chargers the year they | ost Super
Bowl 29.

Not a single response fromHolly or her husband.
Anwkward calmall around...until Rosalind perks up.
ROSALI ND

Holly...l understand you
honeschool ed your and Richard's
three children

Holly's face gl ows.

HOLLY
Al the way up to high school .

Rl CHARD
Qur two sons go to college up in
I rvine.

A JA

UC I rvi ne?

HOLLY
Nope. Concordia University Irvine.

A ja and Kwane shrug.

Rl CHARD
Qur daughter Johanna had to turn
turncoat on us and enroll at the
Uni versity of M nnesot a.

54.
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HOLLY
Twin Cties.

Rl CHARD
She's hanging out with all those
i berals.

HOLLY
VWhat's worse...she's becone a
li beral hersel f!

ROSALI ND
Wl |, they were the only school
that offered her a full harp
schol ar shi p.

Rl CHARD
We patriots |ove harp nusic, too.

KWAMVE
Richard...we're patriots, too.

Kwame gestures toward his fell ow Johnsons.

KWAME ( CONT' D)
W just do it differently.

Ri chard rests his chin on one of his fists.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

Fernando, Graciela, Javier, and Selena sit across a table
from Baker and Panel yn.

Baker | ooks in lust as Javier holds a smartphone.

BAKER

Young man. ..l et me see your phone.
JAVI ER

No.
BAKER

How ol d are you, young nan?

Javier points to his owm nane tag as he continues to hold on
to that smartphone.

JAVI ER
El even.

Baker turns to Graciela and Fernando.



BAKER
And you trust himw th this device?

GRACI ELA
Absol utely, Baker.

Sel ena dredges up her own smartphone.

SELENA
Besi des, with Mom and
Dad. .. G aci el a and Fernando both
wor ki ng, Javier and | use our
phones for emnergencies.

Panel yn | ooks fit to be tied.

FERNANDO
Li ke the one we're in right now

PAMVELYN
You got that right.
(standi ng up)
YOU AND YOUR CRONI ES KI DNAPED US

GRACI ELA
No, we didn't. You and your fellow
guests consented to this trinp.

Panel yn sits back down.

FERNANDO
Remenber: This is an expedition.

Sel ena and Javi er shake their heads "yes."

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
An expedition's a trip...and we're
taking a trip inside each other's
m nds.

JAVI ER
Wth that in mnd, Baker...why
don't you show us what you know
about the United States
Constitution?

Baker's eyes |ight up.
SELENA
Baker...why don't you start with
Article One?

Baker's nout h drops.
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BAKER
Can't any of you give ne a hint?

PAMVELYN
(stands back up)
This is such a blatant display of
di srespect for a forner
Congr essman!

FERNANDO
You nmean Congresscritter.

A livid Panelyn sits down again as Baker flashes a deer-in-
t he- headl i ghts | ook.

SELENA
(to Panel yn)
He did enbezzl e canpai gn funds.

JAVI ER
And his votes did help keep Wite
Privilege alive.

Panel yn bangs the table.

BAKER
Children...l know t he Second
Amendnent. Forwards and backwar ds.

Al'l four Garcias shake their heads sideways.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
Javier, Selena, Gaciela, and Fernando stare Panelyn down.

GRACI ELA
You' re one of the finest organ
instructors in town.

A sm ling Panel yn nods.

GRACI ELA ( CONT' D)
You' ve got the floor right now
Here's your chance to set the
record straight.

FERNANDO
What were those studies you were
gonna cite to justify not taking
Meghan on as a student of yours?

Panel yn's face freezes.
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She turns to Baker...who draws a bl ank.

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
If it's any consolation, Gaciela
and | earned biology degrees from
the University of San D ego.

PAMVELYN
So? Biology isn't nusic.

GRACI ELA
(wal ks toward Panel yn)
It's all right. Just tell us where
you got those studies that you used
as your reason not to teach Meghan.

G aci el a wat ches Panel yn smirk.

SELENA
(to Javier)
She nust've been listening to
Ri chard Shi ngl edecker's radi o show.

Javier, Gaciela, and Fernando nod...while Panelyn huffs.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER KI TCHEN - DAY

Annabel I e, Brian, Jereny, Kelly, Mrk, and Mel anie forma
circle in the mddle of the kitchen. Al drink
wat er / pop/ cof f ee/ t ea/ j ui ce.

MELANI E
(staring Mark down)
You do renenber how to pronounce D
I-V-O-R-CE, don't you?

MARK
C non, Melanie. Don't start that
agai n.

Mel ani e nocks her husband.

MARK ( CONT' D)
We've got a chance to clear the air
with some very nice people.

MELANI E
Very ni ce peopl e? They conned us
into spending this weekend in this
t wo- bit - -



KELLY
(pointing to Mel ani e)
You agreed to take this trip!

MARK
Mel ani e, | ook.
(takes a sip)
W both needed to be here. |'ve
| earned a | ot since yesterday...and
you can, too.

BRI AN
Mark's right.
(downs his drink)
I hadn't seen "Billy Jack” in a
long tine.

Brian sets his cup/glass/bottl e/ can aside.

BRI AN ( CONT' D)
It was great to see Tom Laughlin
make those noves again.

Brian attenpts a karate nove...but stops short when his
ki tchen cohorts back away.

MARK
(huggi ng Mel ani e)
We can do this. If | can quit
snoki ng, you can quit
nm cr oaggr essi ons.

Mel ani e pushes Mark away...Kelly approaches her.

KELLY
You're still upset because Mark's
brot her John was part of history.

Mark's w fe cringes.

JEREMY
Annabel I e and | found out John was
a classmate of Ruby Bridges at, uh--

ANNABELLE
WIlliam Frantz El ementary School in
New Ol eans.

JEREMY
And John was one of the first to
befri end Ruby.

59.
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MARK
Honey. .. Ruby Bridges was the first
African-Anerican child to attend
WIlliam Frantz School. It was back
in 1960.

MELANI E
John doesn't have your noney.

MARK
It's not always about noney!

Mel ani e's and Mark's di scussion escalates into an AD LI BBED
argunment...and Kelly, Jereny, Brian, and Annabelle struggle
to cool things down.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

The nentors, perps, and converts watch a 1976 TV-novie called
"Farewel | to Manzanar."

Kyl e, Leah, and Kelvin struggle to stay awake.

Ri chard, Panmelyn, Holly, and Baker burn inside.

Annabel I e, Brian, Jereny, and Kelly nod in

under st andi ng. ..and CGeorge, Gus, and Mark watch the novie
whi | e taki ng notes.

Sasheen sits next to an opennout hed Mel ani e.

MELANI E
Wiy are we watching this...this..

SASHEEN
It's part of our history.

Mel ani e gives Sasheen a "yeah, right" | ook.

EXT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT - DAY

A FAMLY wal ks toward this Taco Bel |/ Chipotle kind of place.
I NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Rahsaan and his fellow nentors feast al ongside converts Mark
and Ceorge (as well as Panmelyn and her fellow perps).

HOLLY
Hey, Rosalind...why are these kids
involved in this thing? Don't they
have cl assmates they can work on?
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ROSALI ND
We're just trying to teach our kids
to be better citizens.

KWAME
Besides, Holly, if we got other
kids to cone, we'd have to ask
their folks to cone, too.

A JA
And we'd have so many people in
this intervention we'd have to rent
Pet co ParKk.

Hol | y | ooks dunbf ounded. .. and Rahsaan beans.

FERNANDO
Wll, Holly...you know you can't
really kid a kid.

Sel ena and Javi er high-five each other.

Baker watches Jereny and Annabelle bring full cups of pop
back to their table. As the two children sit down, Baker
turns to their parents.

BAKER
| really must disagree with you two
calling our relocation centers from
World War 2 concentration canps.

BRI AN
Wl |, Baker, that's what they
really were.

Annabel | e and her brother shake their heads "yes."

BAKER
(taking a bite)
You' re indoctrinating the children.

Jereny and his sister shake their heads sideways.

BAKER ( CONT' D)
Auschwi tz and those other places in
Nazi Cermany...now those were
concentration canps.

KELLY
So were Manzanar and the ot her nine
pl aces like that here in Anmerica.



62.

JEREMY
(sipping his pop)
I read that when those Japanese
Anericans were rel ocated, they
didn't get to live normal |ives.

ANNABELLE
Just like in that novie we saw.

KELLY
See that, Baker? That's what nmade
"em concentration canps.

BAKER
They were internment canps!

KELLY
Concentrati on canps!

As Kelly and Baker continue to argue, Brian, Annabelle, and
Jereny wol f down their food.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

Baker's and Kelly's rift continues as they take seats
al ongsi de the other intervention participants.

Qus bolts fromhis seat and goes to the front, where he
gestures the twosone into quiet.

GUS
That's what we're tal king
about...what Kelly and Baker are
doing. We've gotta talk. That's why
we're all here.

Most remai ni ng perpetrators groan...nost nmentors cheer

GUS (CONT' D)
When you cone right down to it,
we've got to admit...as a nation,
our original sin is racismand the
Wiite Privilege that cones with it.

KELVI N
GO BLOWI T QUT YOUR- -

GEORGE
C non, Kelvin! Listen!

Kel vin stares in anger at GCeorge.



GUS
Thanks, GCeorge.

Qus receives a "thunbs up"” from Ceorge.

GUS ( CONT' D)

Anyway, all ten of you we brought

in have benefited fromWite

Privilege...and you' re responsible

for hel ping us change it.

Sonme heads nod.

GUS ( CONT' D)
W're all in this together. Al of
us. Period.
Panel yn junps up and approaches Gus.
PAMVELYN
@Qus, I"'mso damm sick and tired of

your bel | yachi ng.
The Three Wthens cheer.

PAVELYN ( CONT' D)

You know, other groups have had to

struggle. It shouldn't be diff
for the, uh, Blacks. You know

aUs
Panel yn, you know of any ot her

er ent
t hat !

ethnic group that didn't vol unteer

to come to Anerica? Any other

group

brought over here to be sl aves?

Hal f the throng appl auds.
PAMVELYN

You peopl e need to pull yourselves

up by your bootstraps.
Hol |y, Leah, Mel anie, and Richard erupt
GUs

in | oud cheers.

I've done that! |'ve |ucked out!

Panel yn sits back down.
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GUS (CONT' D)
But you'd be surprised at what
happens every tine we get together
and pull ourselves up by our own
boot straps. Every tine!

Qus clicks both the TV and the | aptop hooked up to it on.

GUS (CONT' D)
I wanna show you what happened when
a whol e nei ghbor hood of people
pul | ed thensel ves up by their very
own boot straps.

Wth a few nmouse clicks, A DOCUMENTARY about the 1921
destruction of an all-Black nei ghborhood in Tul sa energes
fromthe TV screen.

SAME SCENE - TWO HOURS LATER
Many in the throng | ook stunned as the fil m ENDS
Kyl e, Kelvin, and Leah smrk...Gus seethes.

RAHSAAN
Thanks, Gus. We needed that.

Rahsaan wat ches Gus nod.

QUS
Anybody el se got any questions?
Conment s? Anyt hi ng?

Nobody el se says a word...but Kyle wal ks up to Cus.

KYLE
It just goes to show you...things
were nuch better when slavery was
the law in this country.

The youngest W them backs Gus toward a wall. He sw ngs at
Qus...but the ol der man ducks.

GQJs
Sit down! Cool down! Viol ence--

KYLE
At | east you peopl e knew your
pl ace! And stayed there!

Leah and Kelvin | ook gleeful...Ri chard and Baker sm rk.
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Kyle pins Gus to the wall and grabs Gus' throat...when
Rahsaan sprints to pull Kyle away from CGus.

Kyle remains in Rahsaan's grip...CGeorge and Rosalind | ook
after Gus.

GQus manages a breath before he eyes Rosalind and Geor ge.

(€U
So...Kyle wants to go back to the
days of slavery.

The Navy veteran stares at Kyle as Kelly joins George, Cus,
and Rosal i nd.

GUS ( CONT' D)
(to George and Rosal i nd)
I think we can help him

KELLY
|"ve got sone things in the van.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GYM - DAY
Meghan bear hugs a bl i ndf ol ded- and- gagged Kyle...Brian ties
Kyle's | egs together while Jereny holds Kyle's outstretched
arms (arns that Annabelle binds together).
Kyl e's down to his underpants.
Kyle tries to fight...but his is a | osing cause.
MVEGHAN

So, Kyle...you played cornerback in

hi gh school
Leah's and Kelvin's son tries to nod.

MEGHAN ( CONT' D)

Well, guess what? I'ma westler in
hi gh school
Annabel | e, Brian, Jeremny, and Meghan |l ead Kyle to a nearby
wal | just off the basketball court.
ANNABELLE

Stay right there, Kyle.

Now Annabel |l e joins Gus and a bul |l whip-wielding Kelly in
front of the free-throw |ine.

The other intervention participants wait in various degrees
of nervousness.



66.

Wiile Kyle faces the wall, Kelly hands Annabelle the whip.

KELLY
How s that feel in your hands?

Annabell e smles at her nom
SAVE SCENE - A BI T LATER
CRACK! CRACK! CRACK!

One after another, Annabelle, Gus, and Kelly take turns
whi ppi ng Kyl e...at point-blank range.

When the threesone take another turn with the whip, Kelvin
and Leah charge after them..but George and Mark grab Leah
and Kel vin, respectively.

A'ja, Javier, and Meghan tape the whi pping.

SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

The scars on Kyle's back multiply.

CRACK! CRACK! CRACK!

Wil e Kelly, Annabelle, and Gus continue to whip Kyle,
Panel yn appr oaches Rahsaan.

PAMELYN
Rahsaan, stop this right now.

RAHSAAN
GQus and Kelly and Brian are in
charge right now.

Panmel yn bristles...Mark and George nmaintain their grip on
Kel vin and Leah.

SAME SCENE - EVEN LATER
CRACK! CRACK! CRACK!

The whi ppi ng continues. .. Kyl e's now bl oody back shows nore
stripes than a G ncinnati Bengals hel net.

When Panel yn runs toward CGus, Kelly, and Annabelle, Russel
and Sasheen bl ock her path.

Richard and a tearful Holly hug each other in a corner

SAME SCENE - LATER YET
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CRACK! Kyl e collapses to the floor.
Gus drops the whip.
The gymfalls silent...for a few seconds.
Leah fights to | oosen herself from George's hol d.
LEAH
(to Qus)
YOU VE KI LLED OQUR SON! !

GQJs
You don't know t hat!

George lets go of Leah and Mark rel eases Kelvin. Both parents
run to Kyle's side.

Rahsaan strolls to another corner to break out his phone.
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - DAY

A now unbound Kyle lies on his stomach on a gurney as
paranedi cs GOLDI E (a woman of 54) and KIRK (a man of 37)
slide himinto their anmbul ance in the parking |ot.

Kyl e' s back now sports bandages.

Leah and Kelvin (both with their phones and fam |y suitcases)
board t he anbul ance.

I NT. AMBULANCE - DAY

ol die drives, Kirk rides shotgun, and Kelvin and Leah sit

around their still-unconsci ous son.
GOLDI E
Kirk, |I've never seen welts |ike

t hat on somebody's back since I
wat ched "Roots."

Kyle's fol ks grunt.

KI RK
Whi ch "Roots" you nean, ol die? The
one with O J. Sinpson...or the re--

LEAH
I's our son gonna live or not?

GOLDI E
We're about to find out.
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KELVI N
Vel l, hurry up, you two!
(gesturing)
You know, they were bull shi--

KI RK

(to CGol die)
Good thing the hospital's a short

drive from here

ol di e nods at Kirk.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER GYM - DAY

Qus is hot under the collar. He retrieves the bullwhip as the
ot her participants encircle him

GQJs
Who' s next?

He wal ks toward Hol ly and Ri chard.

GUS (CONT' D)
How about you two?

As Cus strolls toward Richard and Holly, he waves the whip.
The twosone back up with each step Gus takes.

GRACI ELA
Qus...maybe you' d better drop the
whi p.

Kelly sprints to Gus' side. She grabs the whip...and hands it
to Annabel |l e.

KELLY
I've got a better idea.

Baker turns to Melanie...CGus and Kelly AD LIB strategy.

BAKER
They woul dn't have gotten away with
this at the Martin Luther King
Recreation Center.

MELANI E
Vel |, duh!

Kelly, Brian, and Gus surround Holly and Ri chard.
BRI AN

Ri chard...you know what you get for
calling sone people human rubbi sh?
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aUs
(pointing to Richard)
And for constantly referring to
this state as Chinafornia?

GQus and Brian teamup to Iift Richard.

RI CHARD
PUT ME DO

Fernando rushes to Brian's and Gus' side to escort Richard
fromthe gym

RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
' M AN OLD MAN!

BRI AN
So are nme and Cus!

Mel ani e, Baker, and Panelyn hurry to the door to block the
four nmen...but all seven nentor children junp in the way of
t he three perps.

They watch Ri chard, Gus, Fernando, and Brian | eave the gym
Kelly wags a finger at Holly.

KELLY
We know damm good and wel |l why you
honeschool ed your three children

HOLLY
Let ne tell you sonething, Kelly--

KELLY
You did it to keep 'em away from
peopl e of col or!

G aci el a sneaks up to Holly.

HOLLY
DON' T YOU DARE EVEN GO THERE!

GRACI ELA
Speaki ng of going there. ..

Kelly and Graciela lift Holly.
GRACI ELA ( CONT' D)

It's true that you and Richard like
to travel together
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The rest of the throng watches Graciela and Kelly westle
Hol Iy out of the gym

Panel yn stares daggers at Rosalind and Rahsaan.
And Sasheen and Russell stare daggers at Panel yn.
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - DAY

Hassan and Mat stand by a dunpster in the rear; they watch
Bri an, Fernando, and Gus drag Richard toward the receptacle.

Not far behind: Kelly and G aciela, who shove a kicking-and-
screaming Holly toward the trash bin.

HASSAN
Mat, this is what they nean by
cruel and unusual puni shnent.

Mat and Hassan open the dunpster.
VAT
| heard this punishnent fits the
crime. Big tine.
Graciela and Kelly put Holly inside the dunpster.

KELLY
Ladies first.

Holly | ands on a layer of full thirty-gallon trash
bags...only to whinper.

Ri chard |l ands on the sane |layer of full trash bags.
The force of his fall breaks one of the bags.

RI CHARD
I"LL SUE! |'LL SUE EVERY DAMN\- -

Bri an, Fernando, G aciela, Gus, Hassan, Kelly, and Mat team
up to close the dunpster...then wal k away.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER HALLWAY - NI GHT

Rosal i nd and Rahsaan stroll the hallway; Panmelyn and Mel anie
followin hot pursuit.

MELANI E
Both of you have sone 'splaining to
do. Heavy ' spl ai ni ng!

Panel yn wags a finger at Rahsaan and Rosal i nd.



PAMELYN
GET | T DONE!!

The two perpetrators walk away...armin arm

MELANI E
| don't care what they say, Pani
They kidnaped us...can | call you
Pan? O do you prefer Panelyn?

Wth Mel anie and Panel yn out of eyesight, Rahsaan and
Rosal ind pull out their cell phones.

RAHSAAN
Rosey...l"'ve gotta admt it: W bit
off nore than we can chew.

ROSALI ND
But it sure tasted good.

The Johnson parents go their separate ways to make calls.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - NI GHT

Baker, George, Mark, Mel anie, and Panelyn sit at a table.
Mel ani e draws doodl es on a stray piece of paper.

Mel ani e 1 ooks up fromthe paper and sees Mark and Ceor ge,
bot h now have their cell phones back.

MELANI E
You two aren't serious about this,
are you?

MARK
Honey, | am

MELANI E

Look here: They nurdered Kyl e.

BAKER
And then they threw ny favorite
tal k-radi o host and his wife in the
dunpster out back.

PAMVELYN
Mark, do you really want to foll ow
that? Do you?

MARK
Kyle hit Gus twice. And he hit
Annabel I e. Never m nd that he
m st ook her for Kelly.
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GEORGE
And if you're gonna hit peopl e,
you' ve gotta expect to get hit.

Baker chuckl es.

PAMVELYN

Richard didn't hit anybody.
GEORGE

Well...you shouldn't call people

garbage...or trash...or rubbish.
George rises fromhis chair.

GEORCE (CONT' D)
I wanted to keep listening to
Ri chard's show.
(wal ks around tabl e)
But when he started calling people
human rubbi sh, that did it.

Mel ani e resunmes doodl i ng.

GEORGE (CONT' D)
I was taught that God doesn't make
junk. That's what mny fol ks taught.

PAMVELYN
Get real, Georgel!

MARK
It's already real! You guys...they
sure aren't nessing around!
Mel ani e throws her pen or pencil down.
George stops to notice Melanie' s artwork.

GECRGE
Melanie, | really like that.

MELANI E
You' ve got good taste.

GECRGE
Vel |, thanks.
(sits back down)

Anyway...|l"'ve learned ny | esson.
"' m not about to go back to nmy old
ways. ..and besides, | don't feel

i ke sleeping in a dunpster.
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Mar k shakes his head "yes."
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER -

CGel sey and Hal sey stroll toward the dunpster

a trash bag api ece.

HALSEY

Wio in the world ever thought a
pi zza party at a rec center would

be a bl ast?

GELSEY

Anypl ace where there's pizza,

gotta be a bl ast.

HALSEY
You' re right about that,

GELSEY

| really |iked when those two ex-
Chargers tossed us those little

bitty footballs.

Hal sey and Gel sey reach the dunpster.

HALSEY
You got yours?
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both girls tote

CGel sey sets her trash bag down and pats her jeans pockets.

GELSEY

Yep! How ' bout you, Hal sey?

Hal sey puts her trash bag down, feels her jeans pockets, and

fl ashes her buddy a wide smle.

HALSEY

Are you ready to feed the nonster?

GELSEY

Can Fernando Tatis Jr. hit?

The two organ students lift the dunpster's lid...and
find...Ri chard and Holly asl eep anpong the trash!

CGel sey and Hal sey cl ose the dunpster |id,

and scream

eyebal | each ot her,

The twosone flee the back of the recreati on center.

They | eave those trash bags behi nd.



74.

I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - NI GHT

Baker | ooks longingly at George's cell phone.

BAKER
May | use your phone?
GEORCGE
(shakes his head "no")
Sorry.
MARK
Baker...l"'ve gotta charge nmy own

phone. Darn battery!
The ex- Congressnenber snaps his fingers in di sappoi ntnent.

MARK ( CONT' D)
But, hey...I've got sonething
better. A lot better.

One by one (or two by two), nentors file into the craft room

PAMVELYN
This had better be good.

MARK
It's called enpathy.

Baker shrugs... Ml anie seethes...a few nentors clap...Panelyn
shakes her head "no."

GEORCGE
Aw, conme on! One thing | got from
that film Gus showed us was that
lots of tines, people of color put
t hensel ves in our place.

PAVELYN
No, George! You cone on

MARK
(smles at Pamel yn)
You know he's right.

Now al | sixteen nmentors reach the craft room Mst sit down.

MARK ( CONT' D)
Alittle enpathy goes a | ong
way...so just put yourself in the
pl ace of any one of the people who
brought us here...
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PAMELYN
You nean take on the mnd of a
ki dnaper...a murderer?

RUSSEL L
Nobody di ed!

SASHEEN
Panel yn, we've been through this
time and tine again: You and the
others we brought in said "yes" to
t hi s whol e expedition.

Rahsaan wal ks toward Panel yn. ..
RAHSAAN
W had to put ourselves in your
shoes in order to be able to pul
this off.
...only to go back to his old spot when she glowers at him

BAKER
Let's face it...it was cl ever.

Mel ani e and Panel yn j eer Baker.

MARK
Mel , honey, you know it was clever.
MELANI E
DI-V-ORCE
KELLY
A divorce isn't gonna solve one
damm t hi ng!
MELANI E

(pointing to Kelly)
Stay outa this!

MARK
Mel...cal mdown. Listen

Mar k catches Mel ani e's sour | ook.

MARK ( CONT' D)
Since yesterday, |'ve been able to
put nyself in John's
pl ace. .. because he was able to put
himsel f in Ruby Bridges' place.

Panmel yn and Mel ani e groan.
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PAMVELYN
Mark, who's this Ruby Bridges
you're tal king about? Is she
related to Todd Bridges from
"Diff'rent Strokes?"

Qus, Brian, and George chuckle... Ml anie junps up and stares
Panel yn down.

MELANI E
VWhat in the whole wide world are
you tal ki ng about ?

Most of the throng busts out in |aughter.
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - N GHT

CGel sey, Hal sey, Hassan, and Mat (all wear rubber gloves)
stand by the dunpster.

So do those two trash bags.

HALSEY
(to Hassan and Mat)
You nean those two bodies in there
aren't really dead bodi es?

VAT
That's right, Hal sey.

HASSAN
They' re actual ly asl eep.

GELSEY
| guess they nust be honel ess.

Hassan shakes his head si deways.
HASSAN

Nope, Celsey. That's Richard and
Hol | y Shi ngl edecker in there.

GELSEY

AM 760 nust be conducting a stunt.
VAT

No way!
HASSAN

They're in there because Richard
keeps tal king that stuff.

CGel sey and Hal sey | ook at each other in confusion.
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VAT
He comes on the radi o and keeps
calling people rubbish and trash
and gar bage.

HALSEY
Oh boy. ..

HASSAN
And one tinme, Richard said:
(tries to mmc him
"The only phrases mnorities should
ever use are 'yes, sir,' 'no, sir,’
"yes, ma'am' and 'no, ma'am"'"

Gel sey bl ows an inagi nary bubbl e.

HALSEY
Oh boy. ..

The two adults and two children HEAR banging frominside the
rec center dunpster

VAT
And Holly's in there because she
honmeschool ed their three children
to keep "emaway frommnorities.

HALSEY
Oh boy. .

GELSEY
So that's why they're in there.

Mat and Hassan nod as THE BANG NG CONTI NUES.

HASSAN
CGel sey. .. Hal sey...what do you two
t hi nk we oughta do?

MAT
Thi nk we should | eave 'emin there?

Sonehow, the dunpster |lid flies open...and Holly and Richard
peek up fromthe receptacle.

HOLLY
Hey, which one of you's got a cel
phone | can use?

Not a peep fromthe foursome outside the dunpster.
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EXT. SEAFOCOD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

This is a Red Lobster-type eatery by the Mra Mesa pl ace.

I NT. SEAFOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Rahsaan, Rosalind, and their fellow nentors eat al ongside
Baker, George, Mark, Melanie, and Panelyn in a spot HALF FULL
OF CUSTQOMVERS.

LI oyd and wi fe FARRAH NEFT (40s) chow down at a table toward
the m ddl e.

The eaters not only enjoy the cuisine...they also dig THE
SPORTS EVENTS playing on two or three big-screen TVs.

RAHSAAN
Baker, Mel anie, Panelyn...we don't
really know that Kyle's dead.

MELANI E
It's just a question of tinme.
RAHSAAN
(through bites)
If it"ll make you feel any
better...l remenber when the

Bal ti nore Ravens cane to town. W
barely won that gane.

A few heads nod.

RAHSAAN ( CONT' D)
One of our safeties stuck the
Ravens' tight end and sent him
ai rborne after he nade the catch.

ROSALI ND
(to Rahsaan)
Honey, | watched that gane on TV.

Kwame, Rahsaan, and A ja stare opennouthed at Rosalind.

ROSALI ND ( CONT' D)
That tight end ended up on his
head...and lay there for all of
fifteen m nutes.

PAMVELYN
(to A'ja and Kwane)
Ki ds, she's making this up.



79.

ROSALI ND
No, |I'm not!
(takes a drink)
In fact, both the Chargers and the
Ravens thought Baltinore's tight
end died right there on the
Qual conm St adi um turf.

Aja's nod is a slow, slow one.

RAHSAAN
He just had the wi nd knock out of
him That's all.

PAMVELYN
Well, that safety didn't use a
bul  whi p on him

RAHSAAN
No. He just used his hel net.

Baker and Fernando stare at Rosalind.

ROSALI ND
I know. .. Qual conm St adi um had grass
instead of artificial turf.

A boi sterous cheer enmerges fromhalf the crowd: They watch
THE BASEBALL GAME (San Diego at Kansas City) heat up on one
of the TVs.

The rest of the eaters turn around to watch the Padres rally.
ON TV: A SAN DI EGO BATTER snacks a long fly ball...but before
the ball reaches its destination, a card that says "BREAKI NG
NEWS" appears on the screen.

And the restaurant crowd AD LIBS collective displeasure.

INT. "FOX 5 NEWS" STUDI O - N GHT

Weekend anchors SHEI LA MELENDEZ (30s) and JUSTI N RElI MERS
(40s) sit al ongsi de weekend sports guy KEITH RUST (50s) at

t he anchor desk.

Justin and Sheila | ook serious...Keith's a bit gleeful.

SHEI LA
I'm Sheil a Mel endez.

JUSTI N
I'"'mJustin Reiners.
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KElI TH
And |'m Keith Rust.

Keith receives Sheila's and Justin's w thering | ooks.

SHEI LA
This just in: A severe whipping
took place at the Mra Mesa
Recreati on Center earlier today.

JUSTI N
The whi ppi ng happened during a
sensitivity-training session
conducted by forner San Di ego
Chargers defensive end Rahsaan
Johnson.

A frown forns on Keith's face.

JUSTI N ( CONT' D)
Johnson's wife, fornmer Chargers
cheer| eader Rosal i nd Parker
Johnson, was al so a training-
sessi on conduct or.

KElI TH
The coupl e now run a public-
relations firmhere in San D ego.

SHEI LA
Qur Cass Denpster is standing by at
t he Sharp Heal thcare facility on
Activity Road. Cass?

EXT. SHARP HEALTHCARE ON ACTIVITY ROAD - NI GHT

CASS DEMPSTER (late 20s), m ke in hand, stands in front of
the hospital's enmergency entrance.

CASS
Sheila, the victimwas rushed here
to the Sharp Healthcare facility
after receiving, according to the
paranmedi cs, nore stripes on his
back than a Ci ncinnati Bengals
f oot bal I hel net.

| NT. SHARP HEALTHCARE/ ACTI VI TY ROAD EXAM ROOM - NI GHT
Kel vin and Leah stand next to Kyle, who sits on a gurney.

Across fromthe Wthem famly: Cass and REPORTERS from San
Di ego's other five newsgathering TV stations.
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SI X CAMERA OPERATORS (one from each newsgat hering TV station)
crowd the room

If possible, all three Wthens wear m kes.

I NT. SEAFOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GAT

Kyle's face fills up the TV screens.

Ll oyd flips his fork in shock when he sees Kyle's face on TV.

FARRAH
LI oyd...are you all right?

LLOYD
Farrah, that's one of our sackers
at the storel

| NT. SHARP HEALTHCARE/ ACTI VI TY ROAD EXAM ROOM - NI GHT
Kyle tries to breathe as he answers reporters' questions.

KYLE
They blindfol ded ne...they gagged
ne...they tied up ny arns and
| egs...they had ne strip down to
ny...underpants...

Leah hangs her head while Kel vin seethes.

CASS
M. and Ms. Wthem what are your
t hought s about the incident?

LEAH
All three of us were tricked into
comng to the Mra Mesa Center.
None of us wanted to cone.

I NT. SEAFOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Mel ani e pushes her plate aside to stare Rosalind and Rahsaan
down. .. Panel yn stares daggers at Russell and Sasheen.

| NT. SHARP HEALTHCARE/ ACTI VI TY ROAD EXAM ROOM - NI GHT
Kyl e gri maces when Leah tries to hug him She backs off.

KELVI N
My wife and | run a bar on
Uni versity Avenue...and we're
[ osin' noney this weekend 'cause we
ain't there to run that bar.
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Kelvin tries to hug Kyle...only to refrain.

KELVI N ( CONT' D)
That wasn't no sensitivity-trainin
weekend. More like a witch hunt.

RODNEY BURRELL (40s), m ke in one hand, raises his free hand.

RODNEY
This is Rodney Burrell from NBC 7
Do any of you intend to press
charges agai nst the Johnsons and
ot hers involved in the session?

KELVI N
Dam strai ght we do.

Leah and Kyl e nod.
I NT. SEAFOCOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
LI oyd pushes his plate away while Farrah eyeballs him

FARRAH

So...that was the "free trip" that
custonmer called you to say that
Kyl e won?

LLOYD
Uh. . . huh.

Those eaters who recogni ze Rahsaan stare hi m down.

RAHSAAN
Nobody di ed.

GUS
Besides...Kyle hit people first.
(takes a bite)
Nobody asked hi m about that!
Sone custoners scoff.

JEREMY
You know t he nedi a.

Jereny gains high fives fromthose around him
EXT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER - DAY
A 2010 Ford Fiesta pulls into the parking lot. Once the car

cones to rest, MARY JEAN OBERBILLI G (49, Wite) departs from
the driver's side.
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Mary Jean wal ks toward the front entrance...but stops short
to find a 2008 GVC pi ckup truck reach a parki ng space.

JUBI LEE DAVI S (69, Bl ack; native of Guyana) junps out of the
truck fromthe driver's side and bounds toward Mary Jean.

MARY JEAN
You nust be Rahsaan's old
psychol ogy prof fromthe U

Jubi | ee shakes her head "yes."

JUBI LEE
(points to Mary Jean)
Weren't you a San Di ego Charger
cheerl eader. .. al ongsi de Rosal i nd?

MARY JEAN
That's ne!

JUBI LEE
Then we've cone to the right place.

The two wonen walk, armin arm toward the rec center.
I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER LOBBY - DAY

Jubi | ee and Mary Jean wal k into a space where Rosalind,
Rahsaan, and their fellow nentors AD LI B a nervous
conversation with Melanie, Baker, and Panel yn.

In anot her space, Mark and George eyeball a new y-cl eaned-up
twosonme: Richard and Hol ly.

GEORCGE
Wowi

MARK
You two sure wear it well.

Rl CHARD
Thank you, Mark.
(to Holly)
This is the first tine |'ve ever
worn one of your perfunes.

Hol | y drapes a hand on her husband's shoul der.
HOLLY
And it's gonna be the last tinme you
wear one of ny perfunes.

Ri chard, Mark, and George | augh...Holly stews.
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I NT. M RA MESA RECREATI ON CENTER CRAFT ROOM - DAY

Jubi | ee, Mary Jean, Rahsaan, and Rosalind stand at the front
while the rest of the throng sits around the tables.

Each partici pant wears a nane tag.

Mary Jean and Jubilee | ook out at a stunned throng.

JUBI LEE
Mary Jean and | watched the news
[ ast ni ght.

MARY JEAN

We found out about the do-it-
yoursel f intervention

A buzz devel ops at the tabl es.

RAHSAAN
You guys, it's all good...we just
wanted to bring a nore professional
touch to this expedition.

PAMVELYN
There's that word again.

Those around Panel yn gesture her into silence.

ROSALI ND
Mary Jean's now a professiona
counsel or...and Jubil ee now teaches
psychol ogy at San Di ego State.

RAHSAAN
I was one of her students at the
University of Mam ...Florida.

Jubi | ee wags a finger at Rahsaan.

JUBI LEE
If only you and Rosalind had cone
to ne before you enbarked on this.

ROSALI ND
Yeah, but, Jubilee...Kyle probably

woul d"ve hit you and then he
woul d' ve tried to hit on Mary Jean

Annabel | e and Jereny shrug.

Fer nando, George, Gaciela, and Gus | augh.
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FERNANDO
Al'l jokes aside...this was supposed
to be our day to | ead.

JAVI ER
W were | ooking forward to show ng
a novi e.

SELENA

W had our choice of showi ng "La
Banba," "Selena,” or "The Ml agro
Beanfiel d War."

Gaciela pulls out a flash drive for all to see while Mary
Jean and Jubil ee eyebal | one anot her.

Baker | ooks longingly at Mary Jean.

BAKER
Mary Jean...pl ease get ne out of
her el
MARY JEAN
Sorry...no can do.
Baker sighs.
MARY JEAN ( CONT' D)
Face it, Baker: |I'm not your
canpai gn manager anynore. |'m not
even a Republican anynore.
Raul (now 59) strolls through the door...in his casual duds.
RAUL
| couldn't help it...l heard about
this on the news. | needed to cone.

Most of the seated participants turn around and spot Raul .

RAHSAAN
It's okay...grab a nane tag, put
your nane on it, and..

ROSALI ND
You're wel cone to take a seat.

Raul scribbles his nane on a tag, slaps the tag onto his
shirt, and sits down at the |last enpty seat.

A JA
You're the officer who stopped
Dad. ..l nean Rahsaan.
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MELANI E
(to Raul)
Do your job! Make arrests!

RAUL
I"'mnot on the force anynore.

Baker | ooks deflated...Holly grits her teeth...Richard,
Panel yn, and Melanie look fit to be tied.

RI CHARD
VWHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU RE NOT
PROTECTI NG US ANYMORE?

Richard's rant attracts AD LI BBED reacti ons.

JUBI LEE
Fol ks. .. fol ks...cal m down.

No di ce.

JUBI LEE ( CONT' D)
Pl ease. .. cal m down.

Jubi | ee recei ves her w sh.

JUBI LEE ( CONT' D)
Now that we're here in this room |
bel i eve we've all got explanations.
And we all need to hear each other.

Several heads nod.

JUBI LEE ( CONT' D)
W need to start all over again and
just unpack our stuff.

GRACI ELA
That was our idea, too!

Rosal i nd and Rahsaan swap places with Gaciela and Fernando.

MARY JEAN
Wo'd like to go first?

Al'l eyes turn to Raul.
Sel ena, Kwane, and Jereny break out their canctorders.
RAUL
I quit the week after George Fl oyd

was killed by those police officers
in Mnneapolis.



Raul catches heavy nods from several participants.

RAUL ( CONT' D)
One of ny fellow officers here in
San Diego said he'd like to go to
the ghetto and do the sane thing
Derek Chauvin did to George Floyd.

KELLY
Hoo boy.

RAUL
W' re supposed to protect and
serve...not rid the city of people
of color for even the small est of
crines.

MARK
You're right, Raul.

RAUL
Since when is passing a bad twenty
worth taking sonebody's |ife?
(eyes on Richard)
| don't want to be part of that.

Ri chard | ooks nortified.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
Hol |y breathes hard before she testifies.

GRACI ELA
It's all right. Take your tinme.

HOLLY
I"moriginally from
Mam ...Florida...and | grew up in
a Bi bl e-believing hone.

Sone fol ks shake their heads "yes."

HOLLY ( CONT' D)
W didn't have a TV...but we had an
ol d piano. And a bal ance beam
Right there in our living room

Meghan's nouth flies open.
HOLLY ( CONT' D)

My dad was a gymteacher. My nom
was a honemaker .
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HOLLY( CONT" D)
And they both were into the

"Sout hern Strategy" that got
Ri chard N xon el ected.

BRI AN
Uh huh.

HOLLY
Oh...did | tell youl went to
religious schools until | cane out

here to go to coll ege?
Ri chard grins.

HOLLY ( CONT' D)
You' d be surprised at all the peer
pressure in those religious schools
| went to.

RI CHARD
Hol ly. ..

HOLLY
And anot her thing: Not having a TV
neant | had to sneak over to a
friend's house to watch "All in the
Famly." O "The Brady Bunch."

A noddi ng Fernando chuckl es.
SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER
A glum Gus testifies.

GUs
| grew up in an al coholic household
as the second of six
siblings...1"ve got three brothers
and two sisters.

Gus renoves a handful of cough drops fromhis shirt pocket.

GUS (CONT' D)
Anybody |i ke a cough drop?

Nobody says a word (sonme shake their heads sideways) while
Qus sticks a cough drop in his nouth.

@QUS (CONT' D)
First alcoholic | ever net in ny
life was Mom | had to face a whole
ot of faultfinding in that
apartment back home in Queens.
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Several heads nod.

GUS (CONT' D)
When Mom wasn't putting nme and ny
si blings down, ny siblings put ne
down. | was the fam |y scapegoat.

@Qus puts the other cough drops back in his shirt pocket.

GUS (CONT' D)
It got to the point where | refused
to ask Mom Dad, or any of
brothers or sisters for advice. And
God help nme if | talked to any
White authority figures!

Rl CHARD
Qus...l1'd like a cough drop.

Baker, Holly, Melanie, and Panelyn stare at Richard as he
accepts a cough drop from Cus.

RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
Thank you.

GQJs
You' re wel cone.

PAVELYN
Watch out, R chard--

The rest of the group eyes Panelyn...who covers her nouth.

aUs
| had to get out of there...so |
joined the Navy.
(rests chin on fists)
It was that or get drafted into the
Army to go to Vietnam

JUBI LEE
Where were you stationed at first?
aUs
Ri ght here, Jubilee. | lucked out.
Sone heads nod.
GUS (CONT' D)

I wanted sonepl ace where | could
really be nyself...once | got out
of the service. So | stayed
here...and | liked it.



GEORCE
Qus...l"'mglad you stayed.

GUs
Thanks...once | got discharged, |
t hought about changi ng ny nane.

A few participants chuckl e.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
Mel ani e fidgets during her own testinonial.

MELANI E
| grewup in Seattle...ny dad was a
cop and ny nom was a homemnaker

Raul's nod is sl ow.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
Dad was al ways putting Bl acks down,

putting Browns down,
Asi ans. ..tal king about how they're

not as smart as Wites.

Panel yn's face freezes.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
He' d hi de behind statistics. And
when he wasn't hiding behind the
stats, he'd fall back on what he

saw on TV

Mel ani e continues to fidget.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
Every tinme he saw a Bl ack person
get caught by the cops on TV, Dad
woul d say: "See? |I told you..."

Now Mel anie strolls over to Rosalind' s side.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
Rosal i nd. ..

The two wonen hold each ot her's hands.

MELANI E ( CONT' D)
I"mso sorry for tal king down to
you. ..so dam sorry.

Rosal i nd and Mel ani e hug.
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ROSALI ND
It's all right, Melanie.

MELANI E
I"mglad you four tal ked nme and
Mark into com ng here.

Mark stands up to appl aud. .. Rahsaan cl aps...everybody el se
but Panmel yn and Holly cheers.

Hol | y and Panel yn | ook too stunned to react.
EXT. SPRECKELS PAVI LI ON AT BALBOA PARK - DAY

This iconic, Wrld War 1-era space teens with SPECTATORS of
just about all ages.

ANDREW LI EBSOHN (17) plays a hymm on Spreckels' fanous four-
manual 1915 Austin pipe organ while fellowrecitalists
CGel sey, Hal sey, and Meghan sit in the front row

A few rows back: A ja, Annabelle, Brian, Fernando, G aciela,
Javier, Jereny, Kelly, Kwane, Rahsaan, Rosalind, Russell,
Sasheen, and Sel ena.

Sel ena, Russell, and Kwame catch it all on canctorders.

Panel yn, Mary Jean, Jubilee, Gus, and George sit in the next
row behi nd.

A few rows further back: Melanie and Mark, who hol d hands.
Andrew s set ends...and he bows once the appl ause begi ns.
JUBI LEE
(to those around her)
Al the time I've lived here, this
is the first time |I've ever set
foot in Spreckels Pavilion.

MARY JEAN
Not you, too?

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Andrew sits next to Meghan as Hal sey and Gel sey team up at
the Austin to turn "99 Bottles of Beer on the Wall" into a
rol I'i cking cl assical piece.

Some spectators titter...others sit in shock.

Ceorge turns to Cus.
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GEORGE
VWhere's the seriousness?

GUS
Hal sey and Gel sey know what they're
doi ng. They're just having
fun...and that's where it's at.
George's nod is slow
SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

In "The Hokey Pokey," GCel sey and Hal sey duet at the organ for
the first quarter of this Ray Anthony rouser.

Gel sey turns hoofer and | eaves the playing to her BFF.

Hal fway through the tune, Hal sey and her bestie switch roles.
Now it's the hone stretch...and while sone spectators do the
title dance, Hal sey and Gelsey teamup to play those keys and
stonp those pedal s.

At the end, strong appl ause rings out...Gelsey and Hal sey bow
and bow away.

And Panel yn breathes relief.

MVEGHAN
Andrew, that's a tough, tough act
to foll ow.

ANDREW

That's what you' ve gotta do.
He wat ches Meghan head for the organ.

ANDREW ( CONT' D)
Good | uck.

Meghan answers with a "thunbs up.”
SAME SCENE - LATER YET

YouTube-trai ned Meghan proves masterful during her rendition
of a cl assical piece.

Hal sey and Gel sey eyeball the perforner they flank: Andrew.
HALSEY

When Meghan isn't playing organ
she's a westler in high school.
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Gel sey nods in agreenent.

ANDREW
You' re pulling ny | eg. She doesn't
| ook like a westler.

GELSEY
How d you like her to put you in a
headl ock when the recital's done?

Andrew s nouth flies open
SAME SCENE - EVEN LATER

Meghan waps up the final selection in her set: A tune by one
of San Diego's rock icons...sonething by Meghan Trai nor or
Gary Puckett or Jason Maz or Stephen Bishop.

Sone audi ence nmenbers clap to the beat...at song's end, the
rhyt hm c cl appi ng becones all-out appl ause.

Now t he appl ause norphs into a standi ng ovati on!
SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER

Gel sey and Hal sey high-five THEI R PARENTS, then rush over to
Sasheen, Russell, Panelyn, and Meghan.

RUSSELL
Put "er here, Meg!

Meghan and her fol ks break out in high fives.

PAMVELYN
(to Russell and Sasheen)
You have every reason to be proud
of your daughter.

SASHEEN
Thank. ..thank you...it neans so
very much to hear it fromyou

It's high fives for Cel sey, Hal sey, and Meghan.
PAMELYN
Sasheen, Russell, Meghan...you' ve
taught ne sonething. A whole |ot.

Russel | and Sasheen eyebal | each other, then Panelyn.
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PAVELYN ( CONT' D)
In fact, you rem nded ne that
everybody's got the ability to
| earn...regardl ess of what they
| ook |i ke or what they've been
through in life.

RUSSELL
Sasheen and | really take that
nessage seriously.

PAMVELYN
Wth that in mnd...Mghan, 1'd be
honored and hunbled if you' d all ow
me to hel p you take your playing to
t he next |evel.

Meghan | ooks stunned. She turns to Sasheen and Russell...to
Hal sey and Cel sey.
HALSEY
She' s t ough.
GELSEY

But she's great!
A smle grows on Meghan's face.

MVEGHAN
YES!

Meghan reaches out to hug Panel yn.

MEGHAN ( CONT' D)
You' ve got yourself a deal

The twosone enbrace...for a few seconds. Then

PAMVELYN
Hey! | Iike high fives, too!

Their hug becones...a high five!
EXT. SHARP HEALTHCARE ON ACTIVITY ROAD - DAY

Kelly, Jereny, Gus, Brian, and Annabelle stroll fromthe
parking lot toward the hospital.



95.

aUs
Kelly, | still can't get over it.
You got your inspiration to be an
ani mal trainer because you saw
Barbi Benton tame a lion on "Circus
of the Stars."

KELLY
well, | figured: "If a forner
" Pl ayboy' playnmate can tanme a |ion,
then I sure can, too."

Annabel | e beats her col | eagues to the revol vi ng door.
I NT. SHARP HEALTHCARE/ ACTI VI TY ROAD LOBBY - DAY

Annabel | e, Brian, Qus, Jereny, and Kelly head right for the
front desk, where receptionist LORI BARNETT (50s) eyes them

LOR
Can | help you?
ANNABELLE
W' re here to see Kyle.
JEREMY
Kyle Wthem
LOR

Hang on a mnute.
Lori grits her teeth before she...punches 911 on the phone.
SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER

A gl eeful Lori watches TWO POLI CE OFFI CERS (a man in his 40s
and a woman in her 30s) handcuff the bew | dered quintet.

OFFI CER #1
W' re |ucky to have enough
handcuffs for the five of you.

OFFI CER #2
O herwi se, we woul da had to cal
backup. Wul da been a good- -

Leah wal ks behi nd Kel vin, who pushes a wheel chair-bound Kyl e
into the | obby.

Kyle frantically waves his arnms toward the officers.

KYLE
Let 'em go!



KELVI N
WHAT THE HELL?

Lori and the two officers | ook bew | dered.

KYLE
Let all five of "emgo. | won't
press charges! | had it comn"!
LEAH

Must be the drugs, Kelvin.

The two officers shrug before they unshackle Cus, Brian,
Kel |y, Annabelle, and Jereny.

KYLE
Oficers...| assaulted Annabelle. |
assaulted GQus. Twi ce.

LORI
VWhat .. .the. ..

KYLE
That's the truth, Lori! And |
al nost choked Gus to deat h.

OFFI CER #1
First time | heard about this.

OFFI CER #2
Kyl e...do you understand what this
all means?

KYLE
Yes, | do...they were actin' in
sel f-defense. | deserved that
whi ppi n" they gave ne.

Kelvin grits his teeth...Leah takes | abored breaths.

LEAH
Oficers...Kyle's old enough to
make his own deci si ons.

(stares into space)
We' Il stand by his decision.

KELVI N
Kyle, this neans you can't stay
with us no nore.

One officer turns to the other as Kyle nods at Kel vin.
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OFFI CER #2
Qur job is done, then.

OFFI CER #1
Have a ni ce day, everybody.

As the officers |eave the | obby, OTHER PEOPLE cone in.
GQus approaches Kyl e.

GQJs
| didn't know what el se to do...

Al'l eyes focus on Kyle and Cus.

GUS (CONT' D)
When you tried to choke nme, | went
beyond wanting to reconcile...
wanted to retaliate...l thought
about all the racist slights I've
ever had.

KYLE
Qus. ..l hear you.

KELVI N
Leah, 1've heard everything!

KYLE
Qus...fromwhat | |earned since we
were together...l...well, 1 know

don't wanna do the Wiite Supremacy
thing no nore. It just don't pay.

Several heads nod as Gus and Kyle attenpt to hug.

BRI AN
Kyle...we'll be glad to help you
nove into your own pl ace.

JEREMY
Let us try to make it up to you

KYLE
As long as you let ne try to make
it up to you first.

Kelly, Annabelle, and Brian inch closer to Kyle and
Qus...Kelvin and Leah approach Lori's desk.

KELVI N
We need to go somepl ace and barf.
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Lori's mout h hangs open.
I NT. JOHNSONS' LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

A'ja, Fernando, Graciela, Javier, Kwane, Rahsaan, Rosalind,
and Sel ena play Mnopoly at a kitchen table (it mght include
a leaf).

RAHSAAN
Rosey and | didn't wanna hog al
t he power at the intervention.
So...we wanted to nake |i ke Bobby
Ross or Marty Schottenhei ner.

Graci ela and Fernando break into sm |l es.

ROSALI ND
Well...it's true. Good head coaches
in football let their OCs really
run the offense, their DCs really
run the defense...

GRACI ELA
And they let their special teans
coordi nators actually run those
speci al teans.

Al'l other eyes but Fernando's stare at G aciela.

FERNANDO
She's right!

The Monopoly gane continues strong.

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
| so wanted to be Iike Merlin
O sen...but | just couldn't get to
t he quarterback

Javier snaps his fingers...Rahsaan nods.

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
So...they put nme on special teans
and made ne a | ong snapper.

A JA
But you still made the team
Fer... M. Garcia.
The doorbell RINGS...and stops the gane.

Rahsaan junps up to open the door...and | ooks surprised to
find Baker, Richard, and a backpack-w el ding Holly.
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RAHSAAN
Hol |y, Baker, Richard! C non in

When the threesone enter the house, the other Mnopoly
partici pants abandon the table to neet the trio.

ROSALI ND
Can we get you three anything?

BAKER
No, that's okay. W can't stay.

Rl CHARD
We were passing through the
nei ghbor hood. .. and we figured: "Wy
not touch base with the Johnsons?"

RAHSAAN
Have a seat! Take a | oad off!

The el even of themfind seats...Holly sets her backpack out
of harm s way.

BAKER
It's fortunate that we're all
seated for this.
(stands up)
First of all...|l"'ve decided |I'm
cancel i ng ny House canpai gn.

Ten nout hs hang open.

BAKER ( CONT' D)
I'"ve come to realize | did too nuch
damage when | was in Congress.
(to Fernando)
You were right to call ne a
Congresscritter.

Baker sits back down.

Rl CHARD
Speaki ng of danmage...all these
years |'ve had ny own tal k-radio
show, 1've done too nuch damage to
this country.

HOLLY
Richard...wait a mnute..
Rl CHARD
In light of that, |'ve decided to

quit ny tal k show.
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HOLLY
Have you thought this through?

Rl CHARD
Holly...iHeart Radio has a great
401(k) program We'll be all right.

Richard and Holly hug...then the forner shakes Rahsaan's and
Rosal i nd' s hands.

Rl CHARD ( CONT' D)
I f Mark Babich can quit snoking, |
can quit m croaggressions, too.
(to Kwane)
And besides, 1'd like to try your
brand of patriotism The healing
ki nd of patriotism

Kwame (he's all snmiles) and Ri chard shake hands.

RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
| don't care if ny judge father
turns over in his grave over this
deci sion |'ve made.

Hol ly's nmout h drops open
KWAMVE

That's really brave of you, M.
Shi ngl edecker.

Rl CHARD
It's all right, Kwane...you can
still call me Richard.

HOLLY
I"msorry...l need nore tinme...to

t hi nk about this.

GRACI ELA
It's all right, Holly. At |east we
had a conversation...together.

RAHSAAN
And that's the reason we went to
great lengths to get every |ast one
of you together.

SELENA
It's just like M. Johns...|l nean
Rahsaan says: "If you don't talk it

out...you can't heal."
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Sone in the crowmd shake their heads "yes."

FERNANDO
Speaki ng of conversation...Kyle
called to apol ogize to our famly
for being rude to us.

JAVI ER
W mght even start shopping at the
Ral phs on Friars Road agai n!
The living room breaks out in appl ause.

HOLLY
Say, everybody! You know what al
this good news neans?

Sone shake their heads sideways...so Holly goes to her
backpack to pull out her ukelele.

HOLLY ( CONT' D)
See how you |ike this one!

FREEZE FRAME after Holly struns eight (or so) lively bars.
FADE OUT.
THE END



