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FADE | N:
EXT. THERESA AVENUE PUB AND GRI LL, ST. LOUI'S, MO - DAY

This is a sprawing, nodern-|looking attraction attached to a
six-story apartnment building in St. Louis'" M dtown area.

I NT. THERESA AVENUE PUB AND GRI LL DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
NOT ONE EMPTY SEAT on this md-May Friday afternoon

CUSTOMVERS of al nost all ages gab, chow down, drink, and/or
wat ch SPORTS EVENTS on bi g-screen TVs that line the walls.

Most peopl e occupy tables for foursones...other folks |ine
t he bar.

FOUR FOOD SERVERS (all wear black T-shirts) | ook after eaters
at the tables.

Food server ALLYSON MARIE "ALLY" DELMECE (24, independent, a
bit slick) stands at a mddle table...where FOUR MEN (20s-
30s) chow their way through a hot-chicken-w ng-eating
contest...with only beer to drink.

Al'ly | ooks exhausted...sone kind of exasperated.
MAN #1
(through bites)
Hey, Ally, you timn' this?

ALLY
Is St. Louis the hone of Bud Light?

The four chicken eaters groan
Al'ly sticks out her watch-laden arm..and Man #1 nods.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
You' ve got one m nute.

MAN #2
I don't think we're gonna maeke it.
MAN #3
(to Man #2)
Well, if you' d shut up and eat--

Man #2 picks up one of his remaining w ngs.

MAN #2
(studies that w ng)
Here...goes...



ALLY
Gotta go. |'ve got other custoners.

MAN #4
' m done!

Man #2 wol fs down his wi ng...Mn #4 pushes his own now enpty
pl ate aside...Man #1 and Man #3 stare at Man #4.

MAN #4 ( CONT' D)
| won!

Ally slips away fromthe table.
MAN #4 ( CONT' D)
(to Al'ly)
Where's ny T-shirt for w nning?
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Ally returns to the mddle table...and stares at what the
four wing eaters |eft behind.

Her nmouth flies open when she eyeballs...a plate
where...vomt covers a few remai ning chicken w ngs.

ALLY

That sure ain't our new spicy

bar becue sauce.
And she attenpts to clear the table.
EXT. DELMAR BOULEVARD - DAY
A 2010 Honda Civic blends in with the eastbound traffic.
I NT. HONDA CIVIC - DAY
Al'ly drives; her car's stereo BLARES QUT a rock station.
Doggi e bags fromthe eatery line the Honda's back seat.

She wat ches TWD TRUCKERS unl oad their big rig al ongside a
Chi nese restaurant about a bl ock ahead.

A smle of understanding crosses Ally's face.
EXT. STL PLASTICS - DAY

Part of a sprawing, one-story building along Interstate 64.



I NT. STL PLASTI CS PRCODUCTI ON FLOOR - DAY

EMPLOYEES OF ALL GENDER | DENTI TI ES use a variety of machines
to turn out various plastic products.

ONE PERSON (a wonman in her 30s) creates thin plastic strips
with a thernoline bendi ng machi ne.

ANOTHER WORKER (a man in his 50s) operates a die-cutting
press...and al nost cuts hinself.

SHERYL HASKI NS (24, generous, unpretentious, Black) watches A
TH RD FABRI CATOR (a wonman in her 60s) transfer plastic
creations from anot her bending nachine to a cooling fixture.

A SHRILL, PIERCING NO SE fromthe other side of the room
cat ches everybody's attention.

SHERYL
That effing grinder!

Sheryl jogs to the other side of the room..when A SIMLAR
NO SE in the sane vicinity erupts.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
| shoul d' ve brought my earpl ugs.

On the other side of the room CODY MCCALL and RI VER CASHVAN
(both 20s) |l eave their injection nolding machines to go to
their grinders...devices that CONTI NUE TO SCREAM

Ri ver and Cody | ook | ost.

The two nmen head back to their machines.

Cody wads a sheet of newspaper on his table into a ball..

CoDY
Hey, River, wanna play catch?

...when Sheryl arrives at the trouble spot.

Rl VER
Sheryl ?

Sheryl's is a sl ow nod.

Rl VER ( CONT' D)
I thought you were in HR

She | ocates the "STOP" button on Cody's grinder and shuts the
devi ce off.



Cody sets the paper ball back on his table.

SHERYL
| AM

Sheryl tries the "STOP" button on River's grinder.
It doesn't work.
So...she yanks the grinder's power cord out of the wall.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Cody...River...don't you two
remenber the video we showed you
about how to use a grinder?
Ri ver and Cody point to each other...both in confusion.
EXT. COMPTON AVENUE - DAY

Nort hbound traffic wi nces along due to an ei ghteen-wheel er at
the very front.

Ri ght behind the truck: A 2016 Ford Fusi on.
I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY
Driver Sheryl takes deep breaths in her silent ride hone.

She reaches for the power button on her car's stereo...only
to gesture herself out of the decision.

EXT. CORNER OF COVPTON AVENUE AND DELMAR BOULEVARD - DAY

The big rig's left turn signal conmes on...the truck
negotiates its way onto Del mar.

I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY

Sheryl does a happy doubl et ake. .

EXT. CORNER OF COVMPTON AVENUE AND DELMAR BOULEVARD - DAY
... because the eighteen-wheeler's driver is A WOVAN.

I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY

Sheryl shoots a brief glance upward while she stays on
Conpt on Avenue.

SHERYL
G andma Ber nadi ne...you woul d' ve
been proud.



MAI N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON
Ber nadi ne' s granddaught er pushes the stereo power button.
EXT. FRANKLI N AVENUE APARTMENTS - DAY

Sheryl's car pulls into the parking lot of a series of early-
Twenti et h-Century rowhouses converted into apartnents.

She finds a space not too far fromAlly's G vic.
I NT. ALLY'S AND SHERYL'S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Sheryl and Ally watch A TV NEWSCAST froma sofa in this
smal | i sh-but-wel | -furni shed (nmaybe cluttered) space.

ALLY
Sheryl, those royals got it made.

Al'ly catches her roommate's puzzled | ook.

ALLY (CONT' D)
Prince Harry...Meghan Markle. ..
mean the Duchess of Sussex...King
Charles...they mght have their--

SHERYL
You think they' ve got it nade?

ALLY
They m ght have their
troubl es...but those royals don't
have to want for a thing.

SHERYL
vell. ..
ALLY
Well, they don't have to work at a

restaurant where a mllion folks
conpl ai n about a cockroach craw ing
out of a bow of split pea soup.

A chuckl ing Sheryl grabs the clicker to MJUTE the TV' s sound.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And doing a terrible backstroke!

SHERYL
Ally...wuldn't that be enough to
shut the place down?



ALLY
Nope.

Ally | eaves the sofa, struts toward the kitchen, and..

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Losi ng those crowds from Cardinal s
ganmes and Bl ues ganes and Billikens
ganmes woul d shut the place down.

...returns with two doggi e bags.

SHERYL
(setting clicker down)
"Il set up the trays.

Sheryl opens the closet, where she pulls out two TV trays.

ALLY
We don't have to worry about the
Batt | ehawks fans.

Now Sheryl unfolds the trays and sets themin front of the
sof a before she cl oses the closet.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
They go to that sports bar over by
t he done.

Al'ly hands one doggi e bag to Sheryl.

SHERYL
(accepts bag)
Speaki ng of having it nmade. ..

Bot h wonen sit back down on the sofa.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Your Grandma Val entina and ny
Grandma Bernadi ne had it made.
The twosone open their bags.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
They really had it nade.

Ally pulls half a steak sandwi ch from her bag.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Qur grandmas made one Hell of an
over-the-road trucking team

Sheryl observes her room e's slow nod.



SHERYL ( CONT' D)
I thought about themwhile | was
com ng hone from worKk.

ALLY
(takes a bite)
Me, too.

Sheryl | ooks surprised.

Her surprise increases when she renoves an entire pizza
burger from her own sack

She eyebal I s her roommat e.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
The custoner who ordered that told
me she didn't |ike pepperoni.

A noddi ng Sheryl takes a bite.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
She want ed nushroons on it.

Ally lifts some fries from her sack

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Wen | told her we were outa
mushr oons, she storned outa there

SHERYL
You know...trucking' s better than
what we both do for a living.

Sheryl puts her bag on her tray...Aly follows suit.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
On ny way hone fromwork, | saw a
woman driving a big rig.

ALLY
Anybody give her a mddle finger?

Sheryl shakes her head "no."

SHERYL
Sonebody at that factory I work at
oughta give the mddle finger to
t hat mai nt enance crew over in
producti on.

ALLY
Huh?



SHERYL
I had to go over there and fix two
of the grinders.

ALLY
(between bites)
Agai n?
SHERYL
Agai n.

(taki ng another bite)
If they hired the two guys from
"Dunb and Dunber,"” they'd do a
better job.

Ally's nmouth flies open.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
The two guys from "Dunb and
Dunber . "

ALLY
Two guys...cone to think of it, |
saw two guys unl oading a truck
while I was com ng home from work.

Sheryl rises fromthe sofa..

SHERYL
What would you like to drink?

ALLY
Anything's fine.

...and heads for the kitchen.
ALLY (CONT' D)
W have anything in there that's
ei ghty-si x proof?
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Al'ly and Sheryl continue to eat...but now, each worman al so
has a bottle of water/pop/juicel/tea.

The two buddi es eyebal |l each ot her.
SHERYL

You' ve got a job where sone people
use the dining roomfor a bathroom



ALLY
And you've got a job where the
mai nt enance crew spends nore tine
in the bathroomthan on the
production fl oor.

SHERYL
(pointing to Ally)
Back in the day, our grandmas made
the right nove.

ALLY
Even if it wasn't easy.

SHERYL
Whaddya say we go into trucking,
t 00?

ALLY

And teamup |ike our grannies did?

SHERYL
W' ve been friends ever since grade
school back in Des Mines...

Ally takes a swig...Sheryl takes a bite.
ALLY

W went to college together here in
St. Louis...we're living

together...in the sane apartnent. ..
SHERYL
Wiy can't we work together...in the
same j ob?
ALLY

At the sane conpany!
The two BFFs click their bottles.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
The sane trucki ng conpany!

One nore click of the twosone's bottles before Ally's
expr essi on changes.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
You know what, Sheryl? | forgot to
bring dessert.

SHERYL
Don't sweat it. It's all right.



10.

Al'ly and Sheryl click their bottles again.

EXT. STL PLASTICS - DAY

A big rig heads toward the | oadi ng dock.

I NT. STL PLASTI CS HUVAN RESOURCES COFFI CE - DAY

FI VE EMPLOYEES (three wonmen, two nen) sit and type on | aptops
at tables joined together into an "L."

At her desk, BLAIR WODODEN (40s) stares at her conputer
nonitor while she works on the conpany's conpensati on-and-
benefits packages.

Behind the "L," TRAVI S KUESTER (50s) shakes hands w th CARSON
WUEST (30s)...the only person in the roomin jeans.

TRAVI S
Carson, welcone to STL Pl astics,
Inc. You' ve made the right choice
by joining our team

Sheryl jogs into the office..

BLAI R
(wat chi ng Sheryl)
Look what the cat dragged in..

...and plops herself into a seat at another table, where she
powers her |aptop on.

CARSON
Uh. ..thank you, M. Kuester.

TRAVI S
No, no, no, no! Call ne Travis!

A few nmouse clicks take Sheryl to the page she's after: One
about conpany cul ture.

TRAVI S ( CONT' D)
You'll find we're fam |y around
here...we're a bit informal.

Carson and Travis break their handshake.

CARSON
I"ve...got it, Travis.

TRAVI S
W' Il see you Monday norning at
ei ght o' cl ock.



11.

The HR staff watches Carson wave goodbye on his way out.

CARSON
Thanks for everything!

Wth Carson out the door, Blair strides over to Sheryl.

BLAI R
Were ya been?
SHERYL
Well, Blair...take a guess.

Bl air | ooks stunped...Travis wanders over to Blair's side.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Caneron. ..the supervisor over in
production...got together with
Travis to send ne to production to
fix a cooling station.

TRAVI S
Sheryl...you really are a pretty
good nechani c.

SHERYL
But, Travis, you hired ne to be
part of the human resources
departnment...not production!

TRAVI S
(gesturing)
You know how hard it is for us to
keep good production people here.
Especi al | y nechani cs.

Sheryl eyeballs Blair...then Travis.

BLAI R
Vell, don't | ook at ne!

SHERYL
Blair, you' re in charge of payroll

Blair's is a slow nod.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)

Now. . . about Carson...is he gonna be
our newest mechani c?

TRAVI S
Uh. .. no.
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Sheryl's nmouth drops open

TRAVI S ( CONT' D)
He's gonna run our public relations
departnent...starting on Monday.

And Sheryl takes a deep breath.
I NT. THERESA AVENUE PUB AND GRI LL DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

FOUR COLLEGE STUDENTS (two nen and two wonen; all in their
early 20s) sit at a mddle table while Ally | ooks after
them..or tries to.

Each col | egi an nurses a beer.

MALE STUDENT #1
(stares Ally down)
Hey, Kristin, where's our food?

ALLY
You' ve only been here five m nutes.

Ally points to her nane tag.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
See this tag? My nanme's Ally.

A coupl e of the custoners nod.

FEMALE STUDENT #1
Li ke that road in back of this
rest aurant ?

ALLY
No. That's A-L-L-E-Y.
(t hunbs her tag again)
I"mA-L-L-Y.

Bot h mal e students chuckl e.

MALE STUDENT #2
But, no...where's our food at?

ALLY
You'll just have to wait. This
isn"t McDonal d' s or Burger King.

FEMALE STUDENT #2
It isn't?
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ALLY
When you got here, did you see any
arches in front of the building?
Mal e Student #1 scoots his seat back..
ALLY ( CONT' D)
And besides...all four of you
ordered a whole |lotta food.
...takes his shoes off, and..

FEMALE STUDENT #1
(to Mal e Student #1)
What in Hell are you doing?

...sticks his stocking feet on the table!

MALE STUDENT #1
See t hese arches?

The four students break out in boisterous |aughter.
Al'ly | ooks infuriated.
SAME SCENE - THI RTY M NUTES LATER

At last, the four collegians chow down...in a room now
teeming with ADDI Tl ONAL CUSTOVERS

Bet ween bites, the quartet AD LIB a conversati on.

Al'ly hands nmenus to A FAMLY OF FOUR at a table nearby the
col |l ege students' one...when Male Student #2 rises fromhis
seat and grabs Ally by the wist.

MALE STUDENT #2
Hey, Kelly! | wanna tal k!

She shakes Mal e Student #2 off.

ALLY
I"'mbusy! And I'm Al |y!

MALE STUDENT #2
Aw, damm it!

He snaps his fingers as he returns to his seat.
I NT. STL PLASTI CS HUVAN RESOURCES OFFI CE - DAY

The workday draws to a cl ose when Sheryl turns her | aptop
of f, junps out of her seat, and..
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SHERYL
Hey, everybody, |1'd like to talk to
you for a little bit.

...gathers her seven HR col | eagues around her.

BLAI R

(shruggi ng)
This better be good, Sheryl.

As the huddle forns around Sheryl in back of the "L," Travis
strolls into the room

TRAVI S
Who' s taking bets?

SHERYL
Nobody, Travis...but you can join
our huddl e.

TRAVI S
kay.

Sheryl and her cohorts make room for Travis in the huddle.

BLAI R
(staring Sheryl down)
What's on your m nd?

SHERYL
During my lunch break, | got to
t hi nki ng about all the running
around |'ve been doing here these
| ast three years...between here and
t he production floor.

A few enpl oyees groan...Blair's nod is |istless.

TRAVI S
Sheryl ...

SHERYL
And | thought to nyself: "If I'm
gonna run around like this, 1'd

just as soon drive a truck."

Sone cowor kers | augh...across from Sheryl, colleague BENI TA
HERRERA (30s) | ooks | ost.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
My mat er nal grandnot her drove a
truck for a living.
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BENI TA
Alittle bitty truck?

SHERYL
No, Benita...an eighteen-wheeler.

BLAI R
You gotta be kidding...

SHERYL
She loved it...and |'ve deci ded
that's what | want to do for a
[iving fromnow on

Travi s shakes his head "no."
Blair grits her teeth.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
That's it...l quit...]'mnoving on!

BENI TA
But you don't look |like a truck
driver, Sheryl!

SHERYL
That's what people said about ny
mat er nal grandnot her...and she
proved 'em wr ong.

Si xt een eyes stare Sheryl down.
TRAVI S
Sheryl...it took you three years to
cone to that decision?

SHERYL
Weren't you |istening?

Travi s yanks earbuds out of his shirt pocket.
I NT. THERESA AVENUE PUB AND GRI LL DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

The four coll egi ans have stopped eating...but they |eave
plenty of food at their table.

Ally stops by with four receipts.

Each student groans upon receiving his or her bill.
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ALLY
Wul d any of you like us to put
your leftovers in boxes? You can
al ways take 'em hone.

Four sets of eyes stare at Ally.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
No extra charge for boxes.

MALE STUDENT #1
Can't you give us a discount?

ALLY
Sorry...we don't offer discounts.

FEMALE STUDENT #2
That's all effed up

ALLY
That's our restaurant policy.

MALE STUDENT #2
(stands up)
Callie, why can't | take you home?

Mal e Student #1 chuckl es.

ALLY
My nane is Ally!

ANDRES CRUZ (30s; the manager on duty) strolls over to the
four students' table.

ANDRES
Ally, is everything all right?

Mal e Student #2 sits back down.

FEMALE STUDENT #1
Andres, we want a di scount!

ANDRES
Sorry...we don't give discounts
here at the Theresa Avenue Pub and
Gill. That's our policy.

MALE STUDENT #1
But we're regul ars!

ANDRES
But we've never seen you before.
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Ally turns to Andres.

ALLY
You got that right!

The students AD LIB their displeasure.

I NT. THERESA AVENUE PUB AND GRI LL MANAGER S OFFI CE - DAY
Andres sits at his desk in this snmall, nodest office; Aly
(now in her civilian clothes) saunters in with her black T-
shirt in her hands.

ALLY
Andres...I"mpulling the plug.

H s nouth drops open

ALLY ( CONT' D)

I"mquitting.
ANDRES

But...but...
ALLY

| just don't wanna see anot her puke-
filled plate...or another guy
trying to hit on ne.

Andres rises fromhis seat.

ANDRES
Ally...listen..

ALLY
|"ve decided | wanna be a truck
driver...like nmy granny.

ANDRES
Ally...listen to ne...you don't

|l ook like a truck driver

ALLY
That's what they said about ny
granny...who drove a truck for
forty-two years.

Al'ly sets her black T-shirt on Andres' desk
ALLY ( CONT' D)

If you don't mind, let ne try
sonet hi ng. Stay standing.
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ANDRES
What cha gonna do?

She rubs her hands.

ALLY
Stretch out your arnms.

ANDRES
Uh...oh...kay...

Andres stretches his arns...Ally grabs himby his arnpits.

ALLY
Don't worry. | won't hurt you.

It isn't easy...but Ally nmanages to lift himoff his feet.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Just wanted to show you |I'm strong
enough to handle a big rig.

Ally grits her teeth as she continues to hold Andres aloft.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
In forty-two years of driving an
ei ght een-wheel er, ny granny didn't
have to worry about warehouse
wor kers puki ng on her truck...even
if some of 'em probably wanted to.

ANDRES
kay, Ally...put nme down.

She gently places himback on his feet, shakes his hands,
and. ..

ALLY
So long...it's been nice to know
you.

...heads out the door.

ANDRES
Ally, wait!

Al'ly stops at the door.
ANDRES ( CONT' D)

Don't say "puke." Say
"regurgitate.”
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ALLY
When you' re puking, you can't say
"regurgitate.”

Wth Ally out the door, Andres sits back down.

ANDRES
That's twenty people that quit on
me since |ast nonth!

Andres rests his chin on his fists.
EXT. FRANKLI N AVENUE APARTMENTS - DAY

At the break of day, Ally and Sheryl lug their suitcases
toward the latter's Ford Fusion.

SHERYL
The sooner we get out of here, the
sooner we get to clear our mnds.

Sheryl opens her car's trunk.

ALLY
You got that right! | don't ever
wanna be on the wong end of a
flying cheeseburger again! The
pi ckl e juice blinded ne for a week!

The two women stuff their luggage into the Ford' s trunk.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70 ( MARK TWAI N EXPRESSVAY) - DAY

Sheryl's car cruises westbound as it and other vehicles pass
by an industrial conplex.

INT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY
Al'ly rides shotgun...Sheryl drives...both count big rigs.

When either woman notices an ei ghteen-wheeler, Ally wites it
down in a notebook.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, NEAR COLUMBI A, MO - DAY

Al'ly breaks out her cell phone...to snap a photo of the
unf ol di ng road.

Then she takes a picture of a bew | dered Sheryl.
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EXT. CONVEN ENCE STORE, | NDEPENDENCE, MO - DAY

Sheryl checks her car's oil while Ally fills the car's fuel
tank...and the twosone draw funny | ooks from PASSERSBY.

EXT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT, KANSAS CI TY, MO - DAY
Al'ly and Sheryl stroll toward the place.

I NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

The twosone dine to their hearts' content.

Sheryl does a doubl et ake when Ally breaks out that
not ebook...to wite a restaurant review.

EXT. | NTERSTATES 29 AND 35, KANSAS CITY, MO - DAY

Kaycee's skyline watches Sheryl's Ford and ot her vehicles go
their way.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 35, M SSOURI -1 OM BORDER - DAY
Sheryl's 2016 Fusion crosses the border..
I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY

...and triggers boisterous cheering from passenger Sheryl and
driver Ally.

Sheryl now uses Ally's notebook to count trucks...and that
page fills up fast.

END MONTAGE

EXT. GRAY'S LAKE PARK, DES MO NES, | A - DAY

It's the Sunday before Menorial Day at this attraction
sout hwest of downt own.

Some |ight boats glide along Gay's Lake in peace.
SEVERAL JOGCERS use the trail al ongside the Raccoon River.

SOVE OTHER PEOPLE stroll the Kruidenier Trail...the one right
over the |ake.

THREE OR FOUR BI KERS enj oy a roadway several feet away from
t he joggers' path.

TWDO CHI LDREN t ake advant age of the playground swi ngs...so
does A PARENT (who al nost breaks the swi ng he/she uses).
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The sout hwest picnic area hosts a two-fam |y get-together:
Al'ly, Sheryl, and A HOST OF RELATI VES chow down, shoot the
breeze, and enjoy the fresh air.

Many sit at picnic tables...others use folding chairs...still
ot her peopl e stand.

Sheryl, Ally, and VIRAL HENRY (74, patient, a thinker,
Bl ack; Sheryl's paternal granddad) click their
pop/ wat er/juice bottles together at a picnic table.

VI RA L
So glad you two coul d nake
it...it"'s always nice to see you
SHERYL
It's always nice to see you, too,
G anddad.
ALLY

(takes a swi Q)
If only Bernadi ne could be here.

Virgil and Sheryl nod.

SHERYL
Actual ly, Aly...
(poi nting skyward)
Ber nadi ne's here. Watching us from
way up there.

Al'ly snaps her fingers in understandi ng.

VI RG L
Sheryl...l1"mglad you took the
wor ds out of ny nout h.

Sheryl and Virgil click their bottles again.

VALENTI NA AUGER MCCOMBS (68, adventurous, hunorous; Ally's
mat er nal grandma) saunters over to Ally's, Sheryl's, and
Virgil's picnic table.

VALENTI NA
Al'lyson Marie..

Ally junps from her seat, sets her bottle down, and eyeballs
Val enti na. ..

ALLY
G anny!

...then the twosone hug.
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ALLY ( CONT' D)
How s the ol' | egend doi ng?

VALENTI NA
You nean Bernadine, don't you?

VIRG@ L
(to Val entina)
Takes one to know one!

Tabl emates erupt in |aughter.

The chuckl es draw Sheryl's parents DARRYL HASKI NS (50,
opi ni onat ed) and BRUNELLA HENRY HASKI NS (49, whinsical) to
the tabl e.

BRUNELLA
Dad, are you teasing Sheryl again?

VI RA L
Are you ki ddi ng?

SHERYL
(to her folks)
Speaki ng of teasing...Aly and I
have sonething to tell you

Brunella and Darryl eye each other in glee.

ALLY
And we're not j oking.

DARRYL
You two got raises.

SHERYL
Nope.

Darryl grits his teeth.

BRUNELLA
You' re com ng right back here to
Des Mi nes.

Al'ly shakes her head sideways.

DARRYL
It's where you two bel ong.

SHERYL
Sorry, Dad.
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DARRYL
You nean to tell nme you two |ike
living in a segregated city |ike
St. Louis?

VALENTI NA
Darryl...it's not what you think it
is.

DARRYL

Hey now, wait a mnute! Don't you
remenber what happened in 2014--

Pop bottles in hand, Ally's parents NATALI E MCCOVBS DELMEGE
(43, highly authoritarian) and TI M DELMECGE (42, kooky) hurry
to the picnic table

VALENTI NA
I"mtal king about Ally and Sheryl's
bi g announcenent.
Nat al i e stares daggers at Val enti na.

NATALI E
Mom this better be good.

VALENTI NA
Don't worry, Nat. It's all good.

Ti m catches Natalie's wathful | ook.
NATALI E

Timothy...Allyson never told us
about this.

TIM
Vel |, she's grown.
NATALI E
Back me up!
TIM

She's an adul t.

AUSTI N HENRY (47; Sheryl's roll-wth-the-punches uncle)
catches wind of the conversation-cumargunent...

NATALI E
And another thing: | don't like it
when Mom cal s nme Nat.

...and gat hers ot her Haskinses and Henrys around him
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Ti m | ooks confused...Valentina grins.

NATALI E ( CONT' D)
Never di d.

TI'M
Now you tell ne.

SHERYL
Speaking of tell...

SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER

Austin, Brunella, Darryl, Natalie, Tim Valentina, Virgil,
and other relatives surround Sheryl and Ally...who both stand
on a cleared picnic table.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Can you hear us?

TIM
Don't break the tabl el

Sone in the throng | augh

ALLY
W'l be all right, Dad!

Ti m nods as his daughter and her BFF wait for crowd silence.
When the sil ence cones:
SHERYL
Anyway...Ally and | wanted to tell
you that we've quit our jobs.
Several audi ence nmenbers groan.
Natal i e | ooks furious.
Darryl shakes his head back and forth.
Brunel | a sl aps her own forehead.
Tim s confusion cones back...stronger.
ALLY
Sheryl and | are gonna becone truck

drivers.

Virgil, Valentina, and Austin applaud...but Darryl and
Natal i e stare them down.
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AUSTI N
They' re grown.

More groans cone fromthe throng.

AUSTI N ( CONT' D)
They can do what they want.

SHERYL
We just wanted to follow in the
footsteps of ny G andma Bernadi ne.

ALLY
And in the footsteps of nmy G andma
Val entina, too.

Many eyes turn to Val enti na.

SHERYL
We've heard all the great stories
our grandmas told about being an
over-the-road trucking team

ALLY
Al'l the places they' ve been..

Nat al i e cl enches her fi sts.

SHERYL
And we wanted in on that, too.

Austin, Valentina, and Virgil clap...only to field vicious
stares fromNatalie, Brunella, and Darryl.

O hers still | ook nunb.

ALLY
kay. ..any questions?

Natal i e's hand shoots straight up

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Mon®

NATALI E
When you went to Saint Louis
Uni versity, what was your mgjor?

ALLY
General studies.



NATALI E
What did you intend to do with the
degree you got?

ALLY
Start my own business.

NATALI E
I nstead, you becane a waitress.

ALLY
Food server.

NATALI E
Don't talk back to nme, young | ady!

TIM
Natalie...that's what waiters and
wai tresses call thensel ves now.

Natalie glowers at Tim

NATALI E
Ti not hy, you need to back ne up!
SHERYL
That's right..."food server"” is a
gender-incl usive term
DARRYL
(to Sheryl)

You're next on the w tness stand.

Darryl wat ches Sheryl nod.

ALLY
Anyway. ..l was trying to raise the
seed noney to start ny own
busi ness.

NATALI E

So what happened?

ALLY
| just got tired of facing rude
custoners...and | got tired of
findi ng puke on people's plates.

Sone in the throng groan

ALLY (CONT' D)
Every singl e day.



A few relatives AD LIB their agreenent.

VI RA L
(to Val entina)
Ally's got a point.

ALLY
And besi des, being a truck driver
i s being your own businessperson.

VALENTI NA
Ally, I like how you think.

ALLY
Thanks, G anny!

Austin and Virgil clap.

DARRYL
Al'l right, Sheryl Haskins. G ve.

Sheryl opens her nouth...but Brunella holds up her hand.

BRUNELLA
Sheryl ...you studi ed managenent
science at Saint Louis University,
didn't you?

SHERYL
| did, Mom

DARRYL
Instead of staying here in Des
Mbi nes and going to Drake.

SHERYL
But they've got four major-I|eague
prof essional sports teanms in St.
Loui s.

Austin counts on his fingers.

DARRYL
So?

BRUNELLA
At least you found a job that fit
your maj or.

A grinning Sheryl nods.

BRUNELLA ( CONT' D)
Way' d you quit? They paid good!

27.
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SHERYL
Vell, Mom when STL Plastics hired
nme, they put me in the HR
departnment |ike they prom sed.

DARRYL
So why'd you quit?

SHERYL
A year after they hired nme, they
had ne shuttling between the HR
of fice and the production fl oor.

In confusion, Austin turns to the woman next to him MADELYN
VERSER (64), a sister-in-law of Virgil.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
| just got tired of themrunning ne
ragged...they could ve hired a full-
ti me mechani c instead of having ne
do two jobs.

MADELYN
Uh huh. ..

SHERYL
I just wanted the kind of freedom
t hat Grandma Bernadi ne got from
driving a big rig.

MADELYN

(appl audi ng)
Now you' re tal king, Sheryl!

DARRYL
Madel yn, you're outa your m nd!

MADEL YN
That's the sane thing you said to
Ber nadi ne...ny sister!

DARRYL
Wait a m nute--

BRUNELLA
See that, Sheryl?

SHERYL
| still want to drive a truck

BRUNELLA
We didn't raise you to work in an
office that runs on di esel fuel!
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Natal ie and Darryl appl aud.

SHERYL
At least I'll get to see
Anerica...and not have to settle
for el evator nusic.

Al'ly, Austin, Mdelyn, Valentina, and Virgil cheer.
Timjoins them..and earns a dirty ook fromNatalie.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Wil e other relatives clean up the picnic area, Virgil
Val entina, Sheryl, Madelyn, Austin, and Ally gravitate toward
a nearby parking |ot.

AUSTI N
(to Madel yn)
St. Louis has an MLB team an NHL
team and an M.S team .. but what's
their fourth big-|eague teanf

MADELYN
Austin, they've got a UFL team
AUSTI N
| didn't know the UFL was a mgj or
| eague.
Madel yn nods.
MADELYN

| figured if the networks are
payi ng out all that good noney to
show the UFL, it ain't really a
m nor | eague.

VI RG L
Sheryl, 1've got sonething to give
you...in honor of your decision to

becone a trucker.
Sheryl | ooks stunned.

She, Virgil, Mdelyn, Austin, Valentina, and Ally stop in
their tracks.

MADELYN
(noddi ng at Sheryl)
And |'ve got sonething for you,
too...for deciding to becone the
second trucker in our famly.
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Madel yn and Virgil eyeball each other

VI RG L
You first.

MADEL YN
Uh. . . okay.

Bernadi ne's sister yanks a tiny box from her pants pocket.

She gives the box to Sheryl...who studies it.

AUSTI N
Qpen it up! It's all right!

Sheryl opens the box...and pulls out...a bottle cap!
SHERYL

vell, I'll be a...it's G andma
Ber nadi ne's | ucky bottle cap!

Throng nenbers cheer while Sheryl holds the bottle cap out

for all to see.

MADELYN
That cap cane fromthe first bottle
of pop she drank on her first day
on the job at M d-Conti nent
Bottlers...February twelfth, 1979.

SHERYL
Thanks, Aunt Madel yn!

VI RG L
And she kept that cap with her
until the day she died...March
thirtieth, 2017.

A noddi ng Sheryl hugs Madel yn whil e col | eagues cheer.

VI RG L (CONT' D)
"1l never forget that day.

VALENTI NA
You' re not alone, Virgil.

VI RG L
Sheryl...this is for you, too.

Madel yn and Sheryl break their enbrace as Virgil yanks..
flash drive fromhis pants pocket.

Virgil hands the USB drive to his granddaughter.

.a
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SHERYL
(accepts flash drive)
Thanks, G anddad!

She holds the drive aloft for everybody to see.

VI RA L
It's a flash drive with all the
songs your grandnma ever |iked...and
Val enti na ever |iked.

Sheryl and her grandfather hug.

VALENTI NA
Good thing our last truck had a USB
port. That flash drive kept nme and
Ber nadi ne groovin' when we couldn't
find a radio station.

Al'ly and Madel yn sm | e.

VI RG L
And you and Ally can put your own
stuff on that flash drive.

VALENTI NA
Yeah. ..you' d be surprised how many
songs you can put on sixteen gigs.

AUSTI N
Every song ever nade?

Brunella, Darryl, Natalie, and Ti mwander toward the throng.

MADEL YN
Actual ly...you d need five hundred
and twel ve gigs for that.

Al'l eyes turn to Madel yn.

MADELYN ( CONT' D)
That's the biggest flash drive
t hey' ve got!

VALENTI NA
Now, Ally...in honor of you
deciding to go into trucking...

Valentina lifts a couple of big cigars fromher shirt pocket.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Have a stogie.
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Ti m gazes at the concrete...Natalie seethes.
And Al ly | ooks dunbf ounded.

ALLY
G anny. .

VALENTI NA
Last year, you put up an |Instagram
vi deo where you were vapi ng.

Darryl grits his teeth...Brunella shakes her head...Tim
continues to | ook downward.

Sheryl's nouth flies open.
Natalie veers off to shrug wldly.

ALLY
| didn't like it.

VALENTI NA
| sawit...you shot it after
work...in back of the pub and gril
you wor ked at.

ALLY
Ht nme up.

Val enti na hands her granddaughter a cigar.

DARRYL
Brunella...that's our daughter's
roomat e.

BRUNELLA
Yep.

Al'ly and Valentina fire up their cigars with the latter's
lighter...as the rest of the throng watches.

And Natalie resunmes her wild shrugs.

EXT. VALENTINA'S HOUSE, DES MO NES, | A - N GHT

Sheryl, Ally, and Valentina stand in the driveway of a nobdest
house in the northwest part of town...where a 2012 Mack

Pi nnacl e sl eeper truck tractor rests.

The longer Ally and Sheryl inspect the Mack, the nore they
| ook i npressed.
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VALENTI NA
This was actually ne and
Ber nadi ne' s second cab.

Sheryl and Ally nod.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
We got our first one in 1998...when
we went to work for a trucking
conpany after M d-Conti nent
Bottlers got sold.

SHERYL
| barely remenber that.

VALENTI NA
That 1998 Peterbilt was great. But
this Mack has everyt hing!

ALLY
| forgot it was a '98.

VALENTI NA
How d you two like to learn howto
handl e ten gears?
The two BFFs eye each other, then turn to Val entina.

SHERYL
Valentina, |I"'mup for it.

Al'ly | ooks bew | dered.
MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. VALENTINA'S HOUSE, DES MO NES, | A - N GHT
The Mack sl eeper lurches out of the driveway...
I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - NI GHT

...with Ally behind the wheel and Val entina coaching fromthe
shot gun seat.

Sheryl tests the bottom bed.
EXT. 45TH STREET - N GHT
Valentina's truck tractor continues to |urch sout hbound.

Across the street: G endale Cenetery.



34.

I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - NI GHT

Ally stares in longing at Val entina.

EXT. 45TH STREET - N GHT

The truck comes to a stop in the mddle of the street.

I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - NI GHT

Al'ly noves to the bottom bed. .. Sheryl becones the driver.
EXT. 45TH STREET - N GHT

That Mack truck heads northbound. .

I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - NI GHT

...as Sheryl handles the Pinnacle in confidence (and earns a
"t hunmbs up” from Val entina).

EXT. MERLE HAY MALL - DAY

The Mack truck rests in a parking spot far away from ot her
vehicles in the |lot.

As Val entina watches and instructs, Sheryl |ooks under the
hood...and Al ly checks the tires.

Next: The two young women switch roles.

EXT. DOUG.AS AVENUE - DAY

The 2012 truck tractor noves alongside traffic quite well..
I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - DAY

...with Sheryl at the wheel and Ally in the shotgun seat.
EXT. 45TH STREET - DAY

Valentina's truck slow y-but-surely tools down the street.

I NT. MACK PI NNACLE - DAY

When Ally eases the Mack to a stop, Valentina nods approval .
EXT. | NTERSTATE 35, M SSOURI -1 OM BORDER - DAY

Sheryl's Ford Fusion glides into the Show Me State.
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I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY

Wil e Sheryl drives, Ally counts eighteen-wheel ers.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 170, ST. LQUS, MO - DAY

Sheryl's car blends into traffic.

I NT. FORD FUSI ON - DAY

A confident Ally now drives...and trades high fives with
Sheryl .

END MONTAGE

EXT. FRANKLI N AVENUE APARTMENTS - NI GHT
A pi ckup truck passes by.
I NT. ALLY'S AND SHERYL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Sheryl and Ally type on their [aptops while the TV's on and
t he sound' s MJTED.

SHERYL
As long as there's a truck driving
school close by us, we'll be fine.

Ally's nod is enphati c.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And what ever they don't teach us,
we can always call up Val entina.

Sheryl's buddy beans.

ALLY
What ever school we go to, we've
gotta make sure they pay trainees.

SHERYL
That's the truth.

Ally sets her |aptop aside.

ALLY
You know, Sheryl...all the years
we've lived in this apartnent
together, it's long been tine |
paid ny fair share.

Sheryl studies her bestie.
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SHERYL
Ally...Aly...it"s all good.

Ally's BFF sets her own |laptop to the side...and the two
worren break into the warnmest of hugs.

ALLY
Thanks.

When the twosone break the hug:

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Now. . .| wanna show you sonet hi ng.

Ally |l eads Sheryl to a desk.
The forner opens a desk drawer and yanks out bill after bill.
Sheryl and Ally study the bills.

SHERYL
You' re right, Ally. If we hadn't
dr opped cable and switched to
YouTube TV, we'd really be sw nmm ng
in an ocean of trouble.

ALLY
Yeah...| get to watch all the
Hal | mark novies | can stand.

Ally grins at Sheryl.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
At no extra cost.

EXT. SI MON RECREATI ON CENTER AT SAINT LOU S UNI VERSI TY - DAY

Sheryl's a bunch of steps ahead of a gasping Ally as the
twosone jog around this |arge, nodern-|looking facility on
this early Wednesday norning.

ALLY
| don't renenber ny granny saying
she trained for a trucking career
like this.

SHERYL
(1 ooks back at Ally)
Aw, conme on! W can do this! You
and I!

SOME STUDENTS stare at the joggi ng buddies.
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SHERYL ( CONT' D)
The nore we do this, the better
we'll get.
Sheryl | ooks straight ahead...just in tine to avoid a tree.
I NT. SI MON RECREATI ON CENTER WEI GHT ROOM - DAY
Al'ly and a straining Sheryl work with barbells.

The latter lifts her barbells above her head...and quickly
t hrows them down.

SHERYL
Good. . .idea...you had.

ALLY
Thanks, Sheryl.

Ally sets her own barbells down.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
I nean...who knows what they're
gonna have us haul ?

SHERYL
Wat er heaters?

Sheryl watches Ally shrug.
EXT. KI NGSH GAWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

Here's a nediumsize |lowrise building al ongside one of St.
Loui s' busiest streets.

I NT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY CLASSROOM - DAY
More |like a conference roomthan a formal classroom

On this early Monday norning before class, FOUR STUDENTS (nen
ages 20-50) sit around a table or two while instructor CALEB
LEDWON (| ate 30s) stands at the front.

CALEB
Anyway. ..l went to this bar over by
Busch St adi um Saturday night...and
I saw this chick

The four mal e students perk up.

CALEB ( CONT' D)
Thi s chick was ugly..
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COOPER LARSON (20s) raises his hand when Ally and Sheryl
hurry into the room..

COOPER
How ugly was she, Cal eb?

...and take adjacent seats.

CALEB
She was so ugly...

Cal eb' s expressi on changes when he notices Sheryl and Ally.

CALEB ( CONT' D)
Cooper, you better wait after
class. Then I'Il finish the joke.

Cooper grimaces...his male colleagues groan.
The two femal e students catch Caleb's w thering | ook.

CALEB ( CONT' D)
You sure you two conme to the right
pl ace?

SHERYL
Doggone right we did!

Ally's nod is a sharp one.
Then she turns to her bestie.

ALLY
Sheryl ... mybe we shoul d' ve | ooked
at that school in Belleville.

SHERYL
Wi ch one? They' ve got three over
there in Belleville.

Now all five nmen stare the two wonen down.
EXT. URGENT CARE CENTER - DAY

Ally and Sheryl stroll toward a nodern, freestanding building
near Interstate 44.

ALLY
That first class yesterday wasn't
so bad.



SHERYL
Once we started telling Cal eb about
some of the things our grandmas
went through when they started
driving pop trucks back in the day.

ALLY
He told us:
(tries to mmc Cal eb)
"That was then. This is now. You
two got alot to learn.”

Sheryl holds the clinic's front door for Ally.

SHERYL
Funny...that's what your grandnma
said they told her and G andma
Bernadi ne. First day on the job.

Al'ly wal ks inside...Sheryl follows.
I NT. URGENT CARE CENTER EXAM ROOM - DAY

CHI NEY OKWARA (30s, Black), a physician here, exam nes
Sheryl's bl ood pressure.

She reads Sheryl's rate...the two wonen | ook satisfied.
CHI NEY

Is this the truth, Sheryl? You'd
like to becone a truck driver?

SHERYL
That's the truth.

CHI NEY
Al'l the years you' ve visited our
clinic, 1've never pictured you

driving a truck.
A grin crosses Sheryl's face.
SHERYL
I've been getting that a | ot
lately, Dr. Ckwara.
Chi ney nods.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Not that | nind...

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER



Chi ney checks Ally's breasts.

When it all ends, the latter breathes relief.

CHI NEY
Cl ose call.

Al'ly sighs relief again.

ALLY
I know...last year, | tried
vaping...and | posted the results
on I nstagram

Chiney's nod is slow

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Don"t worry. | didn't like it.

CHI NEY
Good.

ALLY
And besides, | got to thinking
about the worman in St. Petersburg
who went to the ER after her |ungs
caught on fire after she vaped for
the first tine.

CHI NEY
It probably figures that it
happened i n Russi a.

ALLY
Nope...it happened in Florida.

The twosone chuckl e.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
|'ve got another confession.

CHI NEY
Al'l yson?

ALLY
Three weeks ago at a famly get-
together, | tried one of ny

grandnot her' s cigars.
Chi ney cringes.

ALLY (CONT' D)
The truck driver.

40.



41.

CHI NEY

And you'd like to enul ate her.
ALLY

Just the truck-driver part.
CHI NEY

(noddi ng)

Al lyson...prom se me one thing..
ALLY

Don't worry, Dr. Ckwara. I'll go

col d turkey.

Ally locates a sanitizer dispenser.

She punps a few drops of sanitizer onto her hands before she
trades high fives with a surprised-and-el ated Chiney.

I NT. ALLY'S AND SHERYL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Al'ly and Sheryl not only read their M ssouri CDL
manual s...the twosonme use their |aptops as extra study aids
for good neasure.

SHERYL
At | east we should have no probl em
with CB lingo. Hasn't changed too
much from when our grandmas drove.

ALLY
(1 ooks up at Sheryl)
Check this out.

SHERYL
Al right...

ALLY
Here' s sonet hing our grannies
didn't have to go through when they
got started.

Sheryl eyeballs Ally.
SHERYL

I think I know what you nean...aw,
what the heck. Go ahead.
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ALLY
W' ve gotta provide information to
the State Driver's License Agency
about the type of commrercial notor
vehi cl e operation we'll drive in or
expect to drive in with our CDLs.

SHERYL
As long as we do it, we'll be fine.

Al'ly beans.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
I"ve found sonething in Section 2.2
" m gonna have to get used to.

ALLY
Sheryl .. .you skipped ahead.

SHERYL
Couldn't help it.

Sheryl watches Ally flip pages until the l|atter reaches
Section 2.2 of Mssouri's CDL training nmanual .

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
It says to use your parking brake
when you | eave your vehicle.

Al'ly nods...then shudders.

ALLY
How strong are the regul ar brakes
on a bigrig...really?

SHERYL
Don't tell me you forgot when we
bot h drove Val entina's Mack truck
Sheryl studies Ally's sheepish grin.
EXT. MAPLEWOOD DW LI CENSE OFFI CE - DAY

This is an office near the east end of a shopping center near
Deer Creek.

I NT. MAPLEWOOD DW LI CENSE OFFI CE - DAY
CUSTOVERS fill every seat in the waiting area; A FEW OTHER

PEOPLE stand in line at counters to do business with A SMALL
STAFF on the other side.
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Al'ly and Sheryl sit in two of the chairs in the waiting area.
Bot h wonmen study the appropriate paperwork for the situation.

When an AD LI BBED argunment between AN ELDERLY CUSTOVER and an
enpl oyee named GAYNETH ADLER (40s) breaks out, everybody el se
in the roomstares at them

ALLY
(to Sheryl)
We coul da gone to the Creve Coeur
driver's license station.

SHERYL
This one's got a better Google
rating.

Ally turns her attention back to the argunent, then right
back to Sheryl.

ALLY
It does?

The argunment ends...the elderly customer |eaves...the line
t hi ns down. .. and:

GAYNETH
Al'lyson M Del nege!

ALLY
Unh oh. ..

GAYNETH
Get up here!

Ally bolts up fromher seat and hurries to the
counter...paperwork and all.

ALLY
I"mhere to get ny conmerci al
| earner's permt.
Gwneth sizes Ally up...

ALLY ( CONT' D)
"' m gonna becone a truck driver.

...and busts out in loud | aughter.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Just |ike ny maternal grandnother.

Gwneth's [aughter grows louder. It gains her stares from
coworkers, too...as well as a scow fromAlly.
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SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

NEW CUSTOMERS file in while Gwneth turns to a fell ow
enpl oyee, ROZANNE WEHRMEI STER (60s) .

GAYNETH
Hey, Rozanne...next time a woman
| ookin' for a CDL cones up here,
send her to ne.

ROZANNE
Uh, | don't think so, Gwneth.

Gwnet h st ews.

ROZANNE ( CONT' D)
Sheryl R Haskins, are you ready?

SHERYL
You bet!

Sheryl (paperwork in tow) rises fromher seat and neets
Rozanne at the counter.

ROZANNE
What can we do for you?

SHERYL
I"'mgoing after nmy conmerci al
| earner's permt.

Gwnet h watches the transacti on between Rozanne and Sheryl .

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
My paternal grandnother drove an
ei ght een-wheel er for a
living...thirty-eight years.

Sheryl presents her paperwork to Rozanne, who perks up.

ROZANNE
My youngest daughter's a trucker.

A noddi ng Sheryl |ooks ecstatic.
ROZANNE ( CONT' D)
She says it's the best job she's
ever had in her life.
Gwneth gl ares at Rozanne and Sheryl. ..

GAYNETH
You' re makin' me puke!
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...then at the crowd of custoners.

GWNETH ( CONT' D)
NEXT!

EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

Cal eb holds a flashlight while Ally opens the hood of a
recent-nodel Freightliner truck tractor.

Attached to the tractor: Atrailer with the nane
" KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY" on both sides and on back.

Ally pulls the dipstick fromthe truck's oil crankcase.

She uses the dipstick as a pointer...Caleb turns the
fl ashlight on.

ALLY
The exhaust system s securely
nount ed. .. not hing's cracked or
broken...no parts are m ssing.

Cal eb | ooks i ncredul ous.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And there's no bl ack soot to
i ndi cate any | eaks.

CALEB
Are you sure?

ALLY
You can check it again if you want
to, Caleb.

He hurries to the tractor to check the exhaust system

ALLY ( CONT' D)
But renenber: | learned a lot from
t he best trucking instructor in the
whol e wi de worl d.

CALEB
Thanks, Ally.
ALLY
Actual ly...l meant ny granny.

Cal eb sticks his tongue out at Ally...she follows suit.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
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Cal eb uses the flashlight in Sheryl's inspection of the sane
Freightliner truck tractor

She utilizes the sanme dipstick as a pointer

SHERYL
My rear exhaust is securely
nmounted. It's not m ssing any
hardware. Nothing's cracked, bent,
or broken.

He shakes his head up and down.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And there's no black soot to
i ndi cate any | eaks.

CALEB
Uh. . . okay.

Student and teacher strut to the next part in question.

SHERYL
Here's the alternator. It's not
cracked, bent, or broken. It's not
m ssing any parts.

CALEB
kay.

SHERYL
And since this alternator's belt-
driven, |I'll check the belt itself.

Teacher and student exam ne the serpentine belt.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
It's securely nounted. Nothing
bent, torn, or frayed. And no nore
than a quarter inch of play,
regardl ess of direction.

For good neasure, Caleb tugs the belt.
He nods at Sheryl in approval.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
| studied sonme YouTube videos on ny
own to get ready for today.

CALEB
You. . .did?
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SHERYL
Doggone right, Cal eb.

A grin crosses Caleb's face.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And | learned a lot fromAlly
Del mege' s grandna.

Cal eb now fl ashes an "I shoul d' ve known" | ook.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And ny own Grandma Ber nadi ne.

CALEB
| thought you told nme she died!

SHERYL
March thirtieth, 2017.

CALEB
Did you hold a seance?

A | aughi ng Sheryl shakes her head si deways.
SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

Ally uses that dipstick to point to the truck's fuel tank
bef ore she eyes Cal eb.

ALLY
The fuel tank's securely
nount ed. . . not cracked or
br oken...no sign of |eaks.

Cal eb nods.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Cap's on tight...and you'll notice
t he rubber seal to prevent netal -to-
net al contact.

Al'ly notices Caleb's grimace.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
| mean netal -on-netal contact.

CALEB
You got that right.

The twosone wal k to the back of the tractor.
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ALLY
Now...the air vents...they're
securely nounted...they' re not bent
or broken...not mssing any
hardware...no sign of a |eak.

CALEB
You' re sure.

ALLY
Take a | ook.

Cal eb does just that...he | ooks satisfied.
The twosone take their inspection to the trailer.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
(fondles a turning |ight)
The right-side lights on the
trailer are securely nounted.

Under Cal eb's hawki sh eyes, Ally fondles each turning Iight.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
They' re not | oose or broken...they

aren't cracked...and by the way,
each one's anber in color.

Ally starts for the trailer's other side.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
Whaddya say we check the left-side
[ights while we're at it?

CALEB
You know better than that.

ALLY
Just . .. checking.

SAME SCENE - LATER YET

Sheryl continues to use the dipstick as a pointer while Caleb
continues to watch

The duo stand between the tractor and the trailer.
SHERYL
And |'ve got enough space between
ny bearings and ny headerboard to
make a turn.

She points to the trailer's left-side tires.
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SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Now we cone to the tires. Both of
"em are securely nmounted. No
abrasi ons, bul ges, or cuts.

Sheryl notices a wad of chewed gumin a tire groove. She
yanks a pair of tweezers from her pants pocket...

CALEB
Be careful, Sheryl!

SHERYL
No probl em

...and oh-so-carefully pulls the gumfromthe tire groove.

When Ally's BFF flings the gumout of the way, Caleb breathes
a sigh of relief.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Ad trick ny Gandna Bernadine told
me about .

Cal eb gri maces.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Anyway. ..these tires aren't m ssing
any hardware. They're evenly
spaced.

Sheryl points at the two sets of duals nearest the gap
between the tractor and the trailer.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
No daylight between ny duals. No
gaps at all.

Caleb's is a slow slow nod.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
The tires are inflated to between a
hundred and a hundred ten PSI. And
they're the same si ze.

CALEB
How can you tell that's a hundred
to a hundred ten PSI?

SHERYL
| figured you'd ask



50.

Sheryl dredges a tire gage from anot her pants pocket. She
sets the dipstick aside and uses the gage to neasure the air
in each tire.

Cal eb crouches to tire level for a good | ook.

CALEB
Uh. . . okay.

Now Sheryl puts the gage away, then points at a tire rimwth
t hat di psti ck.

SHERYL
There's no debris between ny tires.
And the rinms are securely nounted.
They're not cracked, bent, or
br oken.

She taps the dipstick on the tire rim

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
No m ssing hardware. No illega
mounts or drill holes.

Sheryl pokes the dipstick inside a hole in the rim

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
The lugnuts are securely nounted.

CALEB
Prove it.

He wat ches Sheryl set the dipstick aside...to pull a wench
fromyet another pants pocket (or overalls pocket).

Cal eb | ooks i ncredul ous.

CALEB ( CONT' D)
You sure your real nanme ain't
MacGyver ?

I NT. ALLY'S AND SHERYL'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Sheryl and Ally relax on the sofa while A HALLMARK MOVI E
pl ays on the TV.

SHERYL
(eyeballing Ally)
I don't think Caleb treated Cooper
the way he treated ne when we
i nspected the training truck
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ALLY
Yeah. ..that goes double for ne.

SHERYL
Seens |i ke Cooper |ikes Caleb's
j okes the best.

The two wonen share a |arge bow of popcorn on a TV tray.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Next time, | oughta bring ny
t ool box...just in case he asks ne
again to prove all those parts are
securely nount ed.

Sheryl tries to | ean back.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Last thing | need is a cranp in the
sane leg where | had a tire gage in
nmy pants pocket.

A COWERCI AL cones on...Ally bolts from her seat.

ALLY
"' mgonna get us sonething to
drink. What would you |ike?

SHERYL
What ever you' re havi ng.

Al'ly heads for the kitchen when A RI NGTONE emanates from her
pants pocket.

She conmes back with two bottles of pop/water/teal/thirst
qguencher...while the ringtone CONTI NUES.

Sheryl's buddy places the bottles on the TV tray, then yanks
t he phone fromthat pants pocket.

ALLY
(into her phone)
Hel | 0?

I NT. DEN AT NATALIE' S AND TIM S HOUSE, DES MO NES, | A - N GHT

Cel | phone against her ear, Natalie sits in a | ounge chair
alongside Tim who reclines in his own | ounge chair.

A PROCEDURAL SHOW airs on the TV in this busy-Iooking, nearly-
cluttered space.



NATALI E
Well! So you're home, Allyson

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

ALLY
| was tied up at the nonent, Mom

Ally sits back down al ongsi de Sheryl .

NATALI E
Have you fallen flat on your face
yet since taking up trucking?

ALLY
No!

A flumoxed Ti mgazes at his wfe.

ALLY (CONT' D)
I"monly getting started. |1'm gonna
make it...just like nmy granny did.

NATALI E
Hph.

ALLY
And besides, with me and Sheryl
studyi ng toget her and worki ng
t ogether, we're gonna neke it.

Sheryl appl auds.

NATALI E
You woul d' ve been better off at
that bar and grill and renaining a

wai tress. You woul d' ve been safer.

TIM
Food server, Natalie.

Natal i e stares daggers at her husband... Sheryl grabs a
handful of popcorn.

ALLY
Mom | just wanna branch out...Dbe
free...live the kinda |life G andma

Val entina and Sheryl's grandma had.

NATALI E
Don't get me started about Sheryl.
She threw away a good- -
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ALLY
We'll be finel

Sheryl eats that handful of popcorn...then reaches for
anot her handf ul .

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Me, | won't have to worry about
rude custoners...or customers
puking in their plates.

Natalie |ooks fit to be tied.

NATALI E
Li sten here, young lady: You're a
col | ege graduate. You need to sound
like it.
Ally rolls her eyes... Timrolls his, too.

NATALI E ( CONT' D)
Stop saying "puke." Start saying
"regurgitate.”

ALLY
Mom . .when you' re puking, you can't
say "regurgitate!”

And Sheryl stares at the popcorn in her hands.
EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY
Cal eb and Sheryl stand al ongside the Freightliner's tractor.

CALEB
You ready to get in?

SHERYL
Yes, | am

CALEB
You sure?

SHERYL
Doggone right | amn

Sheryl opens the tractor's driver's-side door...

CALEB
You really sure?
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SHERYL
Did the Rans once call St. Louis
hone?

...and clinbs inside.

Caleb slowmy nods before he enters the tractor on the
passenger si de.

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY
Sheryl and Caleb fasten their seat belts.

CALEB
Whaddya know about the Rans?

SHERYL
Oh, you' d be surprised.

CALEB
Start "er up, Sheryl. You're gonna
| earn how to parallel park.

Cal eb's student starts the truck, then pushes the trailer
brakes and tractor brakes in.

CALEB ( CONT' D)
You're gonna try to get this into a
space twelve feet wide and fifteen
feet longer than the truck. Got it?

Sheryl answers Caleb's smirk with her owm smle.

SHERYL
| see all the cones.

She puts the eighteen-wheeler in gear and goes forward.
CALEB
Go past the parking space until the
rear of the trailer's next to the
front cone.
EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY
Sheryl guides the big rig along according to Caleb's rule.
I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

Cal eb casts one eye toward the parking space and the ot her
eye toward Sheryl .
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CALEB
Turn the wheel clockw se as far as
it'll go.

SHERYL
Don't worry...l saw a video on this

on YouTube.
Caleb's nouth flies open.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
(turning steering wheel)
Then | saw anot her video...ny
G anddad Virgil taped ny G andma
Ber nadi ne parall el parking.

CALEB
Her car?

SHERYL
No. One of these big rigs.

EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

Slowy but surely, Sheryl maneuvers the Freightliner into the
par ki ng space.

Teacher and student junp out of the truck to inspect it all.
Perfect!

Cal eb stands there in opennout hed shock... Sheryl tries to
revive him

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
Caleb and Ally lean alongside the Freightliner's tractor.

CALEB
kay, Ally. Let's go.

ALLY
Thought you' d never ask!

They clinb into the tractor...Ally in the driver's seat,
Caleb in the passenger's seat.

| NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY
The twosone fasten their seat belts.

Before Caleb can say a word, Ally starts the truck and
engages the trailer brakes and tractor brakes.
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W' re | earning parallel parking.

Caleb's is a sl ow nod.

CALEB

Now...let's see you put this thing
in a space twelve feet w de and
fifteen feet |longer than the truck

ALLY

Granny was the boss at this.

CALEB

I know...the best trucking teacher

you ever had.

EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY -

DAY

Ally pulls past the parking space until

next to the front cone.
So far, so good.

I NT. FRElI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

Cal eb watches Ally turn the steering wheel

as it'1l go.

She takes her left foot off the clutch pedal

56.

the trailer's rear

foot off the brake pedal, then nods three sharp tines.

CALEB

| don't hear you counting to three.

ALLY
I'd rat her nod.

The teacher grimaces.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
It worked for ny granny.

The student turns the wheel counterclockw se...

EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY -

DAY

...until the tractor and trailer are in |line.

Ally oh-so-slowWy backs the truck until
trailer crosses the boundary of the parking space.

t he rear

Thi ngs | ook good thus far...until...CRUNCH

of the

cl ockwi se as far

and her right

is
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The duo junmp out of the tractor to exam ne the danage.
They stare at a crushed cone.

Cal eb picks up the cone, exhales, and shows the cone to
Ally...who grits her teeth.

CALEB
Did your granny teach you this?

Al'ly shrugs.
MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

The Freightliner training truck backs into the parking space
wi th ease.

Caleb craws out to inspect it all. He | ooks satisfied.
He gestures the driver to come out of the tractor.

Al'ly does just that...and she high-fives Cal eb.

SAME SCENE - HOURS LATER

Sheryl junps into the truck, then pulls it forward in an
of f set - backi ng exerci se.

Easy peasy when it all shakes out.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

In Ally's turn, she gets out of the truck to see if she's
nai l ed the of fset-backing | esson.

Success!

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

Cal eb wat ches Sheryl steer the truck in an alley dock |esson.
EXT. KINGSH GAWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

The exercise: Get the training trailer into the enpty spot
bet ween two parked trailers.

But Sheryl hits one of the parked trailers...barely.
I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

Now Al |y steers the truck in her own alley dock exercise...
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EXT. KI NGSH GHWAY DRI VI NG ACADEMY - DAY

...only to hit the same trailer.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Sheryl tries again...and succeeds.

SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

Al'ly backs the truck in successfully.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 64 - DAY

The Freightliner negotiates traffic with great ease...
I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

...with Sheryl behind the wheel.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 64 - DAY

The sanme truck noves through traffic quite well...
I NT. FREI GHTLI NER TRUCK - DAY

...courtesy of its driver, Aly.

END MONTAGE

I NT. MAPLEWOOD DW LI CENSE OFFI CE - DAY

Rozanne and Gwneth wait on A CUSTOVER EACH while Ally and
Sheryl sit anpbng OTHER FOLKS in a packed waiting area on this
m d-July afternoon.

Sheryl and Ally hol d each other's hands.

The transactions up ahead end. .. and:

ROZANNE
Sheryl R Haskins...

Sheryl raises her hand and strolls to the counter.
GWYNETH
Al'lyson M Del nege! Front and
center! Right now
A nodding Ally hurries to the counter.

Gwnet h opens her nouth...but Rozanne holds up a finger.
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ROZANNE
Congrat ul ati ons, Ms. Haskins. You
passed your CDL test. Great job!

SHERYL
Wel |l ... thanks.

ROZANNE
Step over here and we'll take your
pi cture.

SHERYL
You bet.

Sheryl follows Rozanne into another area in the office.
GWYNETH
(to Al'ly)
You passed.
Al'ly places her hand over her chest...and breathes relief.

GWYNETH ( CONT' D)
Let me ask you sonet hi ng.

ALLY
kay.

GAYNETH
Did you two cheat?

Sheryl's BFF | ooks ticked off.

ALLY
Is Queen Elizabeth still alive?

Eyeball s galore stare at Ally.
I NT. ALLY'S AND SHERYL'S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

The two longtinme pals recline on the sofa while A BASEBALL
GAME plays on the TV on this Saturday afternoon.

The gane's action HEATS UP...when Ally's cell phone RI NGS.

ALLY
Just when it's getting good.

Sheryl shakes her head "yes."

Ally pulls the device out of her shirt pocket.
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ALLY ( CONT' D)
It better not be Moym
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?

EXT. FRANKLI N AVENUE APARTMENTS - DAY

Cel | phone against her ear, Valentina stands al ongsi de
Virgil, Madelyn, and Austin at the entrance to Sheryl's and
Al'ly's rowhouse.

VALENTI NA
H, Ally. It's your granny.

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

Sheryl watches Ally raise a jubilant fist.

ALLY
Real |y cool to hear fromyou. How s
it going?

VALENTI NA

Great...especially now that you and
Sheryl got your CDLs.

Austin, Virgil, and Madel yn cheer.

ALLY
Are you at the gane?

VALENTI NA
Nope...we're right outside your
door. Me and Madel yn and Austin and
Virgil. W're here to cel ebratel!

ALLY
Stay therel W' re com ng

SHERYL
Yeah!

Sheryl shuts the TV off. She and Ally (cell phone still
agai nst her ear) head out.

EXT. SEAFOOD RESTAURANT - DAY

This one's an attraction near downtown.

| NT. SEAFOOD RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
CUSTOVERS OF ALL AGES pack the eatery!
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Al'ly, Austin, Mdelyn, Sheryl, Valentina, and Virgil chow
down at back-to-back tables in a Red Lobster type of place.

Festive...a bit noisy...fun.

VI RA L
So proud of you two...for beating
t he odds.

ALLY
Vell, it runs in the famly.

Al'ly receives stares from her tabl emates.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Both our famli es!

AUSTI N
That's nore like it, Aly!

MADEL YN
Just as inportant: Qur two guests
of honor are keeping a | egacy
goi ng. . . keeping the flame burning.

A noddi ng Sheryl beans.

VALENTI NA
(pointing to Madel yn)
Just think...when ne and your
si ster Bernadi ne got started, we
not only had to deal with all those
sexi st pigs trying to put out the
flane...we had to deal with OPEC

SHERYL
(to Ally)
Sounds |i ke now.

Val entina's nouth flies open..
SHERYL ( CONT' D)
(to Val entina)
But you and G andna Ber nadi ne were
anong the first to deal with OPEC
...but she stuffs food into it with a nod.

From anot her table, Blair notices ex-STL Plastics coll eague
Sheryl and her tabl enmates.
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ALLY
Sheryl...you ready for the big
announcenent ?

AUSTI N
Anot her one?

SHERYL
That's the truth, Uncle Austin.

Yet another table finds Cooper watching his two fell ow
trucking students and their relatives...and trying to eat at
t he sanme tine.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
W wanted this to be a surprise

Virgil's nod is slow

MADEL YN
Don't worry, Virgil. It'll be a
pl easant surpri se.

Blair junps up fromher table..

ALLY
(rises from seat)
Ladi es and gentl enen..

Cooper gets up fromhis table...

SHERYL
(junmps up from seat)
Ally and I will be going to work
for I &M Trucking, Inc.

...and Cooper and Blair neet at Sheryl's and Ally's table.
ALLY
Sheryl and | start driving this
com ng Monday.

Virgil, Valentina, Mudelyn, and Austin cheer thensel ves
hoar se.

Bl air and Cooper watch in opennout hed shock...then they point
to each other

BLAI R
You know Sheryl ?

COOPER
Yeah. .. but. ..
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Sheryl and Ally (still erect) grab their glasses.

COOPER ( CONT' D)
How do you know her?

Austin, Madelyn, Virgil, and Valentina bolt up fromtheir
seats...and lift their glasses, too.

VI RG L
Al'l right, everybody! Let's drink a
t oast!

Al'ly, Sheryl, and their relatives hoist their drinking
utensils skyward. .

MADELYN
To St. Louis's two newest over-the-
road truckers!

VALENTI NA
To years and years and years of
happy travels...and happy stories!

AUSTI N
And years and years and years of
happy everything el se!

...and drink up.
The cheering kicks back in while Cooper and Blair watch.
Bl air and Cooper turn to each other.

BLAI R
How do | know her? Don't ask.

Cooper shrugs as he wal ks back to his own table.

COOPER
(al ong the way)
How the hell did they get their
CDLs so damm fast?

EXT. 1&M TRUCKI NG MADI SON, |IL - DAY

Al'ly and Sheryl junp out of their cars, renove a suitcase

fromeach car's trunk, then strut toward a vast, sprawling
facility across the Mssissippi River in one of St. Louis

I1linois suburbs.
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SHERYL
| almost invited Blair Woden from
STL Plastics to stay and drink a
toast with us.

ALLY
Good thing you didn't.

The two wonen continue on, armin arm |uggage in tow.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
She and Cooper Larson | ooked Iike
they were ready to break out
lighters and set fire to our table.

I NT. 1 &M TRUCKI NG EMPLOYEE LOUNGE - DAY

Sheryl and Ally (luggage in tow) find seats at a table in a
ni ce, well-appointed space.

ALLY
Sheryl ...you got your other stuff?

Sheryl feels every pocket in her overalls.

SHERYL
Lucky bottle cap...USB...I"'m good.

Al'ly searches every pocket in her own overalls...and breathes
a sigh of relief.

ALLY
Didn't wanna | eave w t hout ny

pepper spray.
Sheryl nods.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
(reaches into pocket)

And | don't want you to | eave
wi t hout any pepper spray.

Al'ly hands Sheryl a container of pepper spray when | RW N
SHEPPARD (40s) strolls inside to approach the two wonen.

| RWN
There you are!

Sheryl and Ally bolt fromtheir seats.



| RW N ( CONT' D)
Wl come to | &M Trucking, Inc. |I'm
Irwi n Sheppard, the conpany
president...which one of you's
Sheryl Haski ns?

SHERYL
That's ne.

Irwin and Sheryl shake hands.
ALLY
I'"'m Al'l yson Del nege...but ny
friends call nme Ally.

Ally and Irwin punp the flesh.

I RWN
| heard that your grandnothers were
OIR dri vers.
SHERYL
That's right, lrwn.
ALLY
They got started in 1979.
I rwi n nods.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
Toget her .

SHERYL
And they drove together until ny
grandma died in 2017.

ALLY
And we | earned quite a truckl oad
from our grandnas.

I RWN
That's what your instructor at the
driving acadeny said.

Sheryl's is a sl ow nod.
| RW N ( CONT' D)
Wth that in mnd...Caleb fromthe
driving school and our dispatchers
came up with a great idea.

Al'ly and Sheryl perk up.



66.

| RW N ( CONT' D)
We're gonna split you two up

Sheryl gazes at the floor...Ally flashes that deer-in-the-
headl i ghts | ook.

| RW N ( CONT' D)
We just wanna see what you're
real ly made of.

Al'ly stares daggers at Irwin...Sheryl rushes to hug her.

SHERYL
Ally, it's all good.
ALLY
Huh?
SHERYL

Just renenber: We're both a phone
call away from each ot her

Sheryl catches Ally's slight nod.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And we're both a phone call away
fromyour G andma Val entina...and
nmy granddad, too.

A grin crosses Ally's face..

| RWN
You two can al so call us.

...that norphs into a smle as the two wonen break the hug.

SHERYL
Now. ..just in case...

Sheryl digs into her overalls and digs out...a flash drive.

ALLY
Didn't your granddad give you that
flash drive?

SHERYL
This is the copy of the one ny
granddad gave ne.

Sheryl hands the USB copy to Ally, who accepts it.
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SHERYL ( CONT' D)
I made that copy while you were
asl eep one night.

ALLY
well...fry nmy bacon!

The forner feels the pocket that houses the original flash
drive...and | ooks sati sfied.

SHERYL
Irwin, where are we goi ng?

ALLY
I n our separate ways?

EXT. 1 &M TRUCKI NG LOADI NG DOCK - DAY

Ally and Sheryl (with their suitcases) stroll to their
respective trucks.

ALLY
So you're driving to San D ego.
SHERYL
And you've gotta neet a driver down
i n Menphis.
ALLY

|'"ve gotta neet himthere with his
truck, attach mne to it...and he
and | drive together to San Antonio
to get a broken-down truck

SHERYL
Al I knowis: If | had to drive to
Tennessee and then down to Texas, |
woul d' ve nade sure to buy a year's
supply of pepper spray before even
| eaving the M dwest.

The two BFFs study each ot her.

ALLY
Sheryl ...l see your point.

Sheryl reaches a 2023 Kenworth T680 sl eeper truck tractor-
trailer...Ally goes to a 2022 Volvo VNL 860 sl eeper truck
(without a trailer).

The twosone wave at each other before they clinb into their
respective rigs.
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, STAN MJUSI AL BRI DGE - DAY

Sheryl's big rig crosses the Illinois-Mssouri border...only
to find another eighteen-wheeler right behind it.

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
Sheryl takes deep breaths while behind the wheel.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 55 - DAY

Ally's sleeper truck noves just as slowy as the rest of the
sout hbound traffic on this crowled road.

I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY

Wil e she waits on the traffic to pick up the pace, Aly
bounces in the driver's seat...thanks to THE MJSI C from her
copy of Bernadine's old flash drive.

ALLY
Take that, Mmn

EXT. I NTERSTATE 70, NEAR COLUMBI A, MO - DAY
That sane ei ght een-wheel er continues to follow Sheryl's rig.
I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Sheryl checks her rear-view mrror...her left-side
mrror...her right-side mrror...and through her front
wi ndshi el d.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, NEAR COLUMBI A, MO - DAY

She finds an opening in the other westbound | ane...and slides
her Kenworth into the other |ane.

It takes a while...but the other big rig slides into the
ot her | ane, too.

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
About to go through Col unbia, Sheryl reaches for her CB m ke

SHERYL
(into CB m ke)
" K- Whopper Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Ten-four...what's your twenty, "K-
Whopper Ki d?"
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SHERYL
I"mhere on |-70 reaching
Col unbi a. . .and sonmebody at ny back
door's trying to cast ne in a
remake of "Duel."

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Dual what ?

Sheryl | ooks anused.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, COLUMBI A, MO - DAY

The trailing truck inches closer to Sheryl's Kenworth.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 55 - DAY

At | ast, southbound traffic picks up the pace.

I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY

Music fromthat flash drive CONTINUES to fill Ally's tractor
She now nods to the nusic.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, KANSAS CITY, MO - DAY

Sheryl encounters heavier traffic than in Col unbia.
Result: An opportunity to | ose that pursuing truck
| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Sheryl's all smles.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 55, CAPE d RARDEAU, MO - DAY

Ally's Volvo VNL 860 tractor holds its own anong the other
sout hbound vehi cl es.

INT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY
Ally finds a break in the nusic...and:

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
"Volvo Kid," pick up

ALLY
Uh oh. ..

She grabs her CB mi ke, then turns the sound down on the
tractor's stereo.
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ALLY ( CONT' D)
(into her mke)
Ten-four..."Volvo Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
"Kid," what's your twenty?

ALLY
Li nbaugh City.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Just now? Wat's Linbaugh City?

ALLY
We had a convention here on |-55
back in Redd Foxx City.

Dl SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Can you speak English?

ALLY
You nean to tell nme you didn't know
Redd Foxx was born in St. Louis?

Al'ly hears the dispatcher grunt.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
O that Rush Linbaugh cane outa
Cape G rardeau?

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Somebody shoot ne!

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, KANSAS CI TY, KS - DAY

Three or four cars cruise between Sheryl's big rig and that
pur sui ng ei ght een-wheel er.

I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
Sheryl's smle grows.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 70 ( KANSAS TURNPI KE) - DAY

Sheryl and OTHER WESTBOUND DRI VERS now | ine up at the first
toll booth they encounter just outside Geater Kansas City.

EXT. KANSAS TURNPI KE TOLL BOOTH - DAY

A TOLL BOOTH ATTENDANT wat ches Sheryl dig into her own
pockets for change.
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She deposits all the change she's got...but it won't get her
past the boot h.

So Sheryl pulls out a debit card or credit card. She shows
the card to the attendant.

SHERYL
WIl this work?

The attendant nods... Sheryl conpletes the transaction.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 70 ( KANSAS TURNPI KE), NEAR TOPEKA, KS - DAY

Sheryl heads for the Sunflower State's capital city...but
now, that other big rig conmes up right behind Sheryl's truck.

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
Its driver goes for her CB m ke.

SHERYL
(into m ke)
" K- Whopper Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Ten-four, "K-Wopper Kid." Wiat's
your twenty?

SHERYL
I"mjust outside Fred Phelps City.
Gonna pick up sone notion |otion
And hope to | ose that casting
director who's follow ng ne.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Huh?

SHERYL
That back door who's trying to
remake "Duel ."

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Dual what ?

SHERYL
It was an "ABC Movie of the Wek"
back in 1971. Dennis Waver was
driving his car on sone interstate,
and this big rig was on his tail
It was nmy grandma's favorite novie.
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 70-US 75 | NTERCHANGE, TOPEKA, KS - DAY
Sheryl's Kenworth pulls onto US 75.

So does the other big truck.

EXT. US 75, TOPEKA, KS - DAY

One bigrig follows the other...too close for confort.
EXT. NORTHWEST LONER SI LVER LAKE ROAD, TOPEKA, KS - DAY

Sheryl pulls off US 75 and heads eastbound onto this street
on the way to:

EXT. TRUCK STOP, TOPEKA, KS - DAY

Her Kenworth pulls in and heads for a punp.

No trailing truck in sight.

Sheryl junps out of the truck to fill its fuel tank(s).
CRASH!

She and OTHER CUSTOVERS | ook around.

EXT. NORTHWEST LOWER SI LVER LAKE ROAD, TOPEKA, KS - DAY

That pursuing ei ghteen-wheeler sits jackknifed on the side of
the street...not far fromthe truck stop

EXT. M D-SOQUTH TRUCKI NG MEMPHI'S, TN - DAY

Al'ly parks her Volvo truck near a row of enpty trailers in
this sprawl i ng space east of Interstate 55.

She clinbs out of her truck in search of another unattached
tractor...and succeeds when she finds an armwaving froma
2016 Freightliner Cascadi a sl eeper.

RON BATCHELOR (30, slow...let's face it, a stoner) al nost
falls out of the Cascadi a.

Al'ly approaches him

RON
Hey, uh...you're the driver?

ALLY
Yes, | am

Ron si zes her up.



She tries not to cringe despite the snell around her.

RON
Are you really the driver?
ALLY
VWell, | sure don't look like Flo

fromthose i nsurance commerci al s.
Al'ly oh-so-slowy extends her hand to Ron.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
I"'mAly. I"'mfromI&M Trucki ng out
of St. Louis...and it's ny first
day on the job.

RON
Uh...I'mwith &1 too. |I'm Ron.

The two truckers try to high-five it.
They get it right on the second try.

ALLY
Anyway. ..|"' m supposed to hook ny
tractor up to yours...and we're
supposed to drive together to San
Antonio to pick up a broken-down
truck down there

RON
Uh. .. huh. .

ALLY
And when we get to San
Antone...I'Il take ny truck, hook

it up to the trailer of the broken
truck, get the load, and bring it
ri ght on back

Ron | ooks | ost.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And then, Ron...you' |l hook up to
the disabled truck and tow it back
here to Menphis.

RON
Uh. .. okay. ..

Al'ly wags her finger at him

73.
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ALLY
Stay right there...1've gotta go
back to ny truck and get ny
stuff...before |I forget.

She sprints back to her Volvo tractor...and energes wi th her
Sui t case.

Ron's nod is slow, slow slow
EXT. | NTERSTATE 55, MEMPH' S, TN - DAY

Ron's Freightliner Cascadia pulls Ally's Volvo VNL 860
sout hbound. . . and barely exceeds the | owest speed all owed.

O her vehicles whizz by.
I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY
Ron drives...Ally rides shotgun (and cringes).

H's is The Tractor That Care Forgot...due to its foul snell
and litter-filled fl oor.

Ron steadies the steering wheel with his left hand...and
pulls a joint fromhis shirt pocket with his right hand.

RON
Wanna hit?

Ally studies the joint in Ron's right hand.
She stares out the front w ndshi el d.
Now she catches his hopeful sideways | ook.

ALLY
No!

Ron noves the J toward his nout h when:
ALLY ( CONT' D)

And that's the last thing you
ought a be doi ng, too!

RON
Aw, cone on

ALLY
No, Ron! If they pull us over and
catch you with drugs, we'll be out

of a job faster than you can say
"Bob Marley!"
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A deflated Ron stuffs the joint back in his shirt pocket.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
And besides...l told ny doctor |
was gonna start driving clean.

RON
| thought you wanted to have fun.

ALLY
Last time | checked, jail was the
| ast place you'd call fun.

RON
What cha know ' bout jail?

ALLY
Wanna hear about the night ny late
granddad spent in jail?
It's Ron's turn to cringe!
EXT. TRAVEL CENTER, COMVERCE CITY, CO - N GHT

Sheryl pulls her Kenworth into the parking |ot of a huge
truck stop near Interstate 270 in this Denver suburb.

I NT. KENWORTH T680 - N GHT

Sheryl | ooks here and there for a well-lighted spot...
EXT. TRAVEL CENTER, COMVERCE CITY, CO - N GHT

...and finds one.

Two or three other eighteen-wheelers rest in this area.
That T680 settles into a space next to the other big rigs.
I NT. KENWORTH T680 - N GHT

Paj ama- cl ad Sheryl stretches her arnms on the way to bed when
she hears A KNOCK on the driver's-side door.

She opens it...and finds di shevel ed-1 ooki ng GLADYS FARMER
(60) on the other side.

SHERYL

H, uh...what can | do for you?
GLADYS

Vll...uh...l think we can hel p one

anot her.
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SHERYL
It's al nost mdnight.
(sl aps her own forehead)
My bad. This is the Rockies. It's
al nost el even.

3 adys nods.
SHERYL ( CONT' D)

| just drove in fromSt. Louis.
(sl aps her forehead agai n)

Actually...I"m based in a suburb.
Madi son, Il1linois.

GLADYS
| still think we can hel p each

other...c' non. Let ne help.
SHERYL
kay. As long as you come back in
t he norni ng.
Sheryl watches a shruggi ng G adys step away fromthe truck.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
See you tonorrow

Sheryl closes the door, locks it, and heads off to bed.
EXT. I NTERSTATE 10, JENNI NGS, LA - N GHT

The Freightliner tractor (Volvo tractor still attached to it)
noves down the road at a faster clip than before.

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - NI GHT

Ally's the new driver...Ron sleeps in the shotgun seat.
TROUBLI NG SOUNDS energe. They make Ally grit her teeth.
EXT. I NTERSTATE 10, WEST OF JENNI NGS, LA - N GAT

The Cascadia's air dam and spoilers look as if they' re about
to come | oose.

Ally pulls the whole thing off to the right westbound
shoul der. The fl asher cones on.

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - NI GHT

Ron wakes up. He eyeballs Ally.
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RON
Uh...can't handle it, huh?

ALLY
Your truck can't handle it.

His nmouth flies open.
ALLY ( CONT' D)

I can hear your truck getting ready
to | ose sonme parts.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Ron stays in the shotgun seat...Ally still occupies the
driver's seat.
RON
You' re ki ddi ng.
ALLY
No, I'mnot...we both need to turn
in for the night.
RON

You're tired.

ALLY
We're both tired...and this truck
is even nore tired. So you go ahead
and go back there to your own bed.

RON

Ain't you gonna come along with nme?
ALLY

No. I'll be fine up here.
RON

Suit yourself...Callie.
Ron troops off to his bed.

ALLY
No funny stuff!

Ally pulls out her pepper spray and shows it to Ron.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And ny nane's Ally!
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I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Crack of day...in a new pair of overalls, Sheryl strolls
toward the driver's seat when ANOTHER KNOCK t akes pl ace.

She opens the driver's-side door.

It's G adys...who holds a piece of brick and wears a hockey
goal i e's hel net.

SHERYL
Sorry! | gave at the toll booth!

EXT. TRAVEL CENTER, COMVERCE CITY, CO - KENWORTH T680 - DAY

G adys raises the brick to strike Sheryl...but Sheryl pushes
G adys away.

Sheryl quickly closes the door and fastens her seat belt.

G adys throws her brick at the door while the tractor-trailer
pul I's out.

The woul d- be robber catches her breath...then sprints to the
back of the Kenworth.

Somehow, d adys grabs the trailer's door

She hangs on to the still-noving sem ... A FEW CUSTOVERS cat ch
it all with their cell phones.

EXT. I NTERSTATE 10, LAKE CHARLES, LA - DAY
The Cascadia now | acks its spoilers.

Ally pulls the tractor and her Volvo off at the first
west bound intersection she finds in town...

EXT. TRAVEL PLAZA, LAKE CHARLES, LA - DAY

...and lands the whole thing at the parking lot of a
spraw i ng truck stop

Ron and Ally clinb out of the Freightliner.
On the way to the truck stop
RON

You shoul da stopped at that other
town...uh...lowa...
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ALLY
The di spatcher told ne they didn't
have all the tools we need.

Ron | ooks | ost.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
You were asl eep.

RON
Wiy woul d they nane a Southern town
after a Northern state?

SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER

Ron watches Ally use a new y-bought ratchet set in her effort
to renove the Freightliner's faulty air dans.

ALLY
That's it.

Ally throws the bad air dans into the trash

She opens a box of large trash bags, renoves a bag, puts on a
pair of gloves, opens the Cascadi a's passenger-side door, and
stuffs the litter fromthe tractor's shotgun-side floor into
t hat trash bag.

Ron | ooks horrified.

RON
Just |ike a wonan.

Ally bristles.

ALLY
Look, Ron: A clean truck lasts
| onger than a dirty one. That was
one of ny granny's favorite rules.

Ron's horror increases while Ally opens the Cascadia's
driver's-side door...and puts the litter on that side of the
floor into the trash bag.

ALLY (CONT' D)
She was an over-the-road trucker
for forty-two years.

RON
No. .. way. ..

ALLY
Yes way!
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Now Al ly pulls out a can of air freshener...
ALLY (CONT' D)
And I'mfollow ng in her

footsteps...after three years as a
food server.

...and sprays the driver's side, top to bottom
ALLY ( CONT' D)
| oughta know a thing or two about
cl eani ng up peopl e's nesses.
Al'ly sprays the passenger side down, bottomto top.
She throws the nowfull trash bag away.
A still-horrified Ron points to his truck.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
Now. . . when were you gonna cl ean
this truck up yourself?

RON
Man...what's a food server?

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, | DAHO SPRINGS, CO - DAY

Sheryl continues westbound in her K-Wopper...d adys
continues to hang on to the back of its trailer.

I f possible, dadys bangs on the trailer.

THE DRI VER in back of Sheryl's big rig honks his/her HORN
| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Sheryl grooves to THE MJUSIC on her inherited flash
drive...oblivious to THE O S. HONKS behind her (as well as
any of d adys' banging).

Still...Sheryl's is a smle of freedom

EXT. | NTERSTATE 70, | DAHO SPRI NGS, CO - DAY

HORNS froma few cars in the opposite westbound | ane from
Sheryl's join the horn fromthe driver in back of Sheryl in a
continuing effort to get her attention.

But first...Sheryl and Co. nust cross Cl ear Creek.
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 10, ORANGE, TX - DAY

Ron's Cascadi a sl eeper-cumtow truck tools westbound past the
Texas- Loui si ana border. ..

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY
...with Ally still behind the wheel and Ron as the passenger

ALLY
Anyway. . .that's what happened the
first day ny G andma Val enti na and
her buddy Bernadi ne Henry drove
t oget her.

RON
Still think you' re pullin' ny |eg.

ALLY
No, Ron, it happened! My granny and
her partner had to unl oad cases of
pop at a supermarket in Des Mines.

Ron shakes his head "yes."

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And when sone custoner | ooked up
and saw that two wonmen were in that
pop truck, he chased themall the
way to Marshal |t own.

RON
How ol d was he?

ALLY
| don't know

Ron snaps his fingers.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
But I do know this: |I'mjust about
out of hours...so | need you to
finish the drive to San Antoni o.

RON
You're pullin" ny |eg.
ALLY
No, I"mnot! |1've gotta pick up a

| oad there around noon.
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 10, ORANGE, TX - DAY

Ally pulls off to the side, turns the Freightliner's flasher
on, and trades places with Ron.

The Cascadia crawl s back onto |-10.
| NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY

The sl eeper picks up speed with Ron at the wheel...and the
flasher still on.

ALLY
You forgot sonething.

RON
Me?

ALLY
The flasher's still on.

Ron flicks the flasher off.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 10, BEAUMONT, TX - DAY

The Cascadia (still with its tow in back) noves along into
t he sout hwest part of town.

| NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY
Ron continues to drive...but now | ooks sick.

From t he passenger seat, Ally uses her l|laptop to conduct
conpany busi ness.

The truck slows down...Ally eyeballs Ron.

ALLY
Ron. ..you okay?

Ron shows Ally his sick |ook.
She uses CGoogle to pull up a Beaunont map on her | aptop.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
Pull over on that access road
strai ght ahead.

Ron's nod i s oh-so-sl ow
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 10 ACCESS ROAD, BEAUMONT, TX - DAY

Ron pulls off 1-10 and | ands the vehicle in...mdlane, where
it comes to a conplete stop

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY
Al'ly finds Ron slunped over the steering wheel.
EXT. I NTERSTATE 70, NEAR GRAND JUNCTI ON, CO - DAY

G adys continues to hang onto the back of Sheryl's eighteen-
wheel er...and vehicles al ongside and in back of the big rig
CONTI NUE THEI R HONKI NG

One of the vehicles alongside the Kenworth: A 2020 Jeep
Cher okee.

I NT. JEEP CHERCKEE - DAY

A PRETEEN G RL points at d adys fromthe back seat while the
Cher okee passes the tractor-trailer.

HER MOTHER (40s) drives...and honks while the preteen's
FATHER (40s) rides shotgun, having caught d adys' stunt on
his cell phone.

PRETEEN 3 RL
Look! There's Evel Knievel!

FATHER
Whaddya know ' bout Evel Knievel ?

MOTHER
Didn't he die?

PRETEEN 3 RL
One of the cable networks showed a
docunmentary on the Seventi es.
That's how | know about him

FATHER
| thought he rode a notorcycle...

MOTHER
I thought he died...

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
Sheryl waves at the Jeep Cherokee's driver.

She and. .
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EXT. | NTERSTATE 70-US 50 | NTERCHANGE, GRAND JUNCTI ON, CO -
DAY

...other notorists hear A S| REN

Sheryl pulls off 1-70...as does a Col orado State Patrol car
(its siren CONTINUES TO SOUND and its lights flash).

EXT. US 50, GRAND JUNCTION, CO - DAY

Sheryl's ei ghteen-wheeler and the CSP car stop on the side of
t he hi ghway...across the road froma huge truck stop.

TWD CSP OFFICERS (a man in his 30s and a woman in her 40s)
junp out of their car.

The car's lights continue to flash.

@ adys clinbs down fromthe back of the Kenworth's trailer.
She goes after Sheryl, who cones out of the T680's tractor.
The of ficers apprehend d adys whil e Sheryl watches.

SHERYL
Vwell, I'll be a...

MALE CSP OFFI CER
Ma'am did you know that this man
was riding the back of your
trailer?

GLADYS
Man, hell!

Sheryl nods...the CSP officers | ook shocked.
FEMALE CSP OFFI CER
Prove you're a wonman. Take that
hel net of f.

GLADYS
Let ne go first!

Both of ficers unhand d adys, who takes her helnet off and
throws it to the ground.

Then G adys takes a swing at Sheryl.

Sheryl ducks...the officers grab @ adys again.
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SHERYL
(pointing to G adys)
Cal m down!

" K- Whopper Kid" springs back up before she eyes the officers.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
She tried to rob me back in
Commerce CGity.

G adys | ooks confused.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
She tried to hit me with a brick,
but she left the brick back there
in Cormerce City.

FEMALE CSP OFFI CER

(to d adys)
Is this true?

Si x eyes stare at a still-befuddl ed G adys.

FEMALE CSP OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
Yes or no?

GLADYS
Uh. . . yes.

The mal e CSP officer escorts 3 adys to the squad car.

MALE CSP OFFI CER
Hands on the hood, please.

G adys places her hands on the CSP car's hood...the fenale
CSP officer frisks d adys while Sheryl watches.

FEMALE CSP OFFI CER
Let ne see your driver's |icense.

The frisking ends...d adys yanks her wallet fromher pants
pocket. She hands her license to the fenmale officer.

FEMALE CSP OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
(checking d adys' license)
3 adys Kaye Farnmer...your nane
sounds famliar.
The femal e officer hands the |license back to d adys.

Sheryl and the male officer perk up.
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You were a nakeup artist for a
bunch of TV shows back in the day.

GLADYS
And a stuntperson
SHERYL
Wait' Il nmy roommate back hone in

St. Louis hears about this.
The mal e officer stares daggers at G adys.

MALE CSP OFFI CER
Wiy aren't you in Holl ywod
anynore? Wiy have you decided to
turn to crine?

G adys sighs.

GLADYS
Well...l got tired of inposing on
nmy son and daughter-in-law. They
live in Denver.

Sonme heads nod.

GLADYS ( CONT' D)
I was riding high...then the
witers went on strike in 2023.

The mal e of ficer whips out a notepad..

GLADYS ( CONT' D)
Then the actors went on strike a
few nonths | ater.

...to scribble things down.

GLADYS ( CONT' D)
And | didn't even nention
artificial intelligence taking over
i n Hol | ywood.

Both of ficers nod.
GLADYS ( CONT' D)
I was naned after d adys
Knight...so | figured: "lI've got to
use ny inmagination."

The two CSP of ficers eyeball each other
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GLADYS ( CONT' D)
Wll, it was this or rob the
m dni ght train to Georgia.

Sheryl tries to stifle her own | augh.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 10 ACCESS ROAD, BEAUMONT, TX - DAY
The Freightliner still rests in mdlane...its flasher blinks.

The tractor's passenger door opens...Ally drags Ron out of
t he truck.

He col | apses...he throws up.

EXT. TRAVEL CENTER, BEAUMONT, TX - DAY

Al'ly guides Ron into a generic-looking truck stop.
I NT. TRAVEL CENTER DI NER, BEAUMONT, TX - DAY

Ron, Ally, and FOUR OTHER CUSTOVERS eat in a bright,
inviting, w ndow | aden space.

The two truckers' fare: Chunky soup and a | arge sal ad each.

ALLY
Hope that takes that yogurt away.
That yogurt we had for breakfast.

RON
You got that right...
(takes a bite)
Sal ly.

Al'ly cringes.

ALLY
| just thought we could start
eati ng heal thy together.

Ron watches Ally take a bite of her sal ad.
ALLY ( CONT' D)
My granny and her trucking buddy
Bernadi ne made the switch to
heal t hi er food.

He forks out a |arge anmount of sal ad...
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ALLY ( CONT' D)
And that's why they were able to
stay in the game for a long, |ong,
long tine.

.and stuffs it all in his nouth.

RON
(through bites)
Eatin' rabbit food.

ALLY

You shoul d see how fast rabbits

Han (taking a sw g)

And ny nane is Ally.
Ron stares at his sal ad.
EXT. I NTERSTATE 70, COLORADO UTAH BORDER - DAY
Sheryl's westbound truck barrels into the Beehive State.
I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
She admires the cliffs as they unfurl to her right.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
" K- Whopper Kid," pick up.

Sheryl grabs her CB m ke.
SHERYL

(into CB m ke)
Ten-four. "K-Wopper Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
"Kid," what's your twenty?

SHERYL
| just crossed into the Beehive
State.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Huh?

SHERYL
Ut ah. You know...where the Gsnonds
cane from And Merlin 4 sen, too.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Whaddya know about the Rans?
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SHERYL
Oh, you' d be surprised.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
How cone you're just now in U ah?

SHERYL
Somebody junped on ny trailer at
Commerce City and finally got off
at Grand Juncti on.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Wiy didn't you throw himoff
sooner? Like in Commerce City?

SHERYL
Vell, I was waiting to find a spot
that didn't involve bridges,
creeks, or the Rocky Muntains.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Thi s dude junped on your trailer?
Li ke a stuntman?

SHERYL
It was a she. And she actually was
a stuntperson.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
That's it. Wien | get hone, I'm
gonna buy ne a twenty-four pack and
drink it all in one sitting.
Sheryl chuckl es.
EXT. I NTERSTATE 10, HOUSTON, TX - DAY

The Freightliner-Volvo hookup wi nces along with the rest of
the heavy traffic as the city's skyline stands tall in the
backgr ound.

I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY

Al'ly drives...Ron rides shotgun.

He pulls out that sane joint...but her dirty sideways | ook
ni xes everything.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 10, SAN ANTONIOQ, TX - DAY

Wth San Antone's own skyline visible, the Cascadia rolls
along with sone nore heavy traffic.
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I NT. FREI GHTLI NER CASCADI A - DAY

Ally's still behind the wheel; Ron blows his nose...and
throws his used tissue(s) to the floor.

This despite a small wastebasket now between the seats and
just behind the gearshift.

She | ooks up fromthe traffic for a brief nonent, sees the
tissue(s), and cringes.

EXT. LONE STAR FREI GHT LI NES, SAN ANTONI O, TX - DAY

The Cascadia and its tow nove into the sprawling yard of a
trucking firmnorth of Interstate 10 in the south central
part of town.

Ron saunters between the two tractors...Aly (with her
ratchet set and perhaps other tools) follows him

She goes to his tractor to renove her |uggage...he reaches
for one of her tools to unhitch the two tractors.

ALLY
No. |'ve got this.

Ron sets that tool down.

Al'ly places her |uggage on the ground, then goes back to
Ron's tractor to grab the can of air freshener.

RON
Just |ike a wonan.

H s eyes go wide while she sprays what's left of the air
freshener on her baggage.

ALLY
Ron, don't start that again.

She haul s the can of air freshener and her baggage into her
Vol vo tractor, then noves between the two tractors.

RON
You really a trucker?

ALLY
Can Taylor Swi ft sing?

Ron | ooks | ost.

Al'ly picks up the prone tool and goes to unhitch both cabs.
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Aw, c'nmon...let nme help.
ALLY
No. |'ve got this.
RON
You know what ?
ALLY
What ?
RON

You ain't no fun.

Al'ly continues to work...Ron noves closer to her.

RON ( CONT' D)
I'"'ma Cheech...and |I was | ookin'
for a Chong.

ALLY
Well...that's not ny thing.

RON

I was |ookin' for a real truck
driver...not nmy nom

ALLY
I"'ma real truck driver...just like
ny granny. Renenber?

Ron | ooks skeptical.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
And I'mtrying to do this
cl ean...no drugs of any Kind.

RON
You threw my stuff out!

ALLY
A bunch of old tissues and ot her
litter. Your truck was snelling!

RON
Vell, it's ny truck

ALLY
Wl |, you oughta take pride in it!
If I can take pride in ny own rig,
you oughta be able to take pride in
your own rig, tool
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He seethes...he charges after her.
She bear hugs him

RON
Get your hands offa nel!

ALLY
Cal m down. . . cal m down. .

A FEW EMPLOYEES watch Ally continue to bearhug Ron, who
strains to get out of her grip.

One wor ker breaks out a cell phone.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 15, EXIT 67, NEAR ENOCCH, UT - DAY
Thi ngs | ook peaceful...not nmuch traffic.

In fact, three eighteen-wheel ers tool southwestbound al ong
this stretch of 1-15

Sheryl's is one...it follows another big rig a couple of
bl ocks away.

That third tractor-trailer zoons past Sheryl's truck...and
pursues the sem straight ahead of Sheryl's.

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
Sheryl | ooks shocked.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 15, ENOCH, UT - DAY

The two trucks ahead of Sheryl's Kenworth run neck and neck.
When one speeds up, the other follows suit.

Both dueling rigs bunp each other while a couple of cars |ine
up al ongsi de Sheryl's ei ghteen-wheel er.

Now the trailing traffic sl ows down behind the two trucks up
front.

Both feuding trucks land in the nedian.
Sheryl pulls off the road.
| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Wi | e she shakes her head "no," Sheryl grabs her CB m ke.
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SHERYL
(into CB m ke)
" K- Whopper Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
Ten-four, "K-Wopper Kid." Wiat's
your twenty?

SHERYL
I"'mon 1-15 in Enoch, Uah. Few
mles fromCedar Cty. Should be in
Sin Gty by seven thirty tonight.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
wWww That's snokin'!

SHERYL
Actual ly...that's seven thirty
tonight Pacific tine. Nine thirty
Central tine.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
What's up this tine?

SHERYL
There's sone fighting at the front
door. Two truckers pushing each
ot her off the road.

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
| can sure use sone popcorn.

SHERYL
Along with that case of beer?

EXT. | NTERSTATE 15, ENCCH, UT - DAY

THE TWO FEUDI NG TRUCKERS clinb out of their big rigs...only
to come to fisticuffs.

At | east other vehicles can now nove al ong.
Sheryl pulls her K-Wopper back onto the interstate.
I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

No | onger on the CB, Sheryl tools down the road...the rear-
view mrror shows the two fighting truckers still at it.

A RINGTONE cones from a pocket in Sheryl's overalls.

SHERYL
Sorry...gotta get noving.
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EXT. LONE STAR FREI GHT LI NES, SAN ANTONI O, TX - DAY

Al'ly watches Ron pull away in his Freightliner
Cascadi a...which now pulls a disabled 2010 Peterbilt 389
sl eeper out of the yard.

She breathes relief, then clinbs into her Volvo sl eeper.
I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY

Al'ly fastens her seat belt, starts the tractor, and reaches
for her CB m ke.

ALLY
(into her CB mke)
"Volvo Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Ten-four, "Volvo Kid." What's your
twenty?

ALLY
I"'mhere at the Lone Star yard here
in the Alanb City. Just saw Ron
pull out with the bad truck in tow
and go back to Presleytown.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Presl eyt own?

ALLY
Wuld it nmake you feel better to
know t hat Shannen Doherty was born

t here?

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
She was?

ALLY
She was! | really |oved her on

"Charnmed." And Mom | oved her on
"Beverly Hills, 90210."

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Okay, "Volvo Kid," here's your new
twenty.

ALLY
Good.
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DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Go up to Ball Street Merchant
Shi ppers. They're near the
nort heast suburbs.

Ally flicks on her truck's GPS.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Pick up the trailer there.

ALLY
Bal | Street Merchant
Shi ppers...l1"ve got it.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Good.

ALLY
Cone to think of it...nmy truck-
driver granny did a happy dance
when she found out she and Shannen
Doherty had sonething in comon.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Your granny can nove objects at
will.

ALLY
Nope...both ny truck-driver granny
and Shannen Doherty love to sit
down and snoke a fine cigar.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
That's it! | want a new drug!

EXT. LONER FLAT TOP TRAVEL CENTER, MESQUI TE, NV - DAY

Sun's about to go down...Sheryl's eighteen-wheel er noves into
a space al ongsi de several other parked sems.

I NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY

Sheryl pulls out her cell phone. She checks for
nmessages. .. and takes a deep breath when she finds a nessage
from Darryl

She punches her father's cell phone nunber, and puts her
device to her ear.

EXT. BRUNELLA' S AND DARRYL'S HOUSE, DES MO NES, | A - DAY

Darryl and Brunella sit in the back yard of their ol der,
nodest - | ooki ng house near Drake University.



DARRYL
(into his cell phone)
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

SHERYL
H, Dad. It's your daughter

DARRYL
' Bout tine.

Brunella's nouth flies open.

DARRYL ( CONT' D)
| tried to call you earlier today.
You in the hospital or sonething?

SHERYL
No. I"'mon the road. It's my first
official trip as an over-the-road
truck driver.

Sheryl's nother grits her teeth.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
I"mloving it.

BRUNELLA
Darryl, where is she?
DARRYL
Where you at, Sheryl?
SHERYL
I"'mat a truck stop in Mesquite,
Nevada. I'Il be in Las Vegas

toni ght. Gonna rest there and pick
up a load in San D ego tonorrow.

DARRYL
You' re not gonna play the slots
while you' re in Vegas, are you?

Brunel | a and Sheryl [ augh.

SHERYL
No! 1I'm not into ganbling!

BRUNELLA
(pointing to Darryl)
She took a ganble by going into
trucking in the first place.
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DARRYL
Here, Sheryl. |I'm gonna give the
phone to your nom

Darryl hands his phone to his wfe.

BRUNELLA
(i nto phone)
Sheryl ?
SHERYL
H, Mm
BRUNELLA

You're not hurt or anything |ike
that, are you?

SHERYL
No. It's all good. I'"'mfine...even
wi th anot her trucker al nost running
me off the road and a forner
stuntperson trying to rob ne.

BRUNELLA
I knew it.

Brunel | a eyebal I s her husband...who nods in understanding.

SHERYL
Stuff Iike that happened to G andma
Ber nadi ne. But she nmade it through.

BRUNELLA
(with a sl ow nod)
Yes...that she did.

SHERYL
And 1" m gonna nmake it through, too.
Just |ike G andnma Bernadi ne.

BRUNELLA
Make sure of that.

SHERYL
| got sone of ny toughness from
her. And, of course, some of ny
t oughness fromyou and Dad. And ny
smarts fromall three of you...as
wel|l as Granddad Virgil.

BRUNELLA
Ni ce of you to say that.



98.

Smi |l es break out on Sheryl and Darryl.

SHERYL
G andma Ber nadi ne was
strong...strong enough to help
Granddad Virgil put food on the
tabl e and keep a house. It wasn't
trucking that killed her.

BRUNELLA
You're right.

SHERYL
Grandma Ber nadi ne had a heart
attack when she watched the news
and found out |vanka Trunp took
that unpaid job in the Wite House.

An opennout hed Darryl nods.
EXT. BALL STREET MERCHANT SHI PPERS, SAN ANTONI O, TX - DAY

Al'ly hooks a trailer to her Volvo truck in this expansive,
busy space.

She takes great pains to inspect the trailer when her cel
phone RI NGS.

Al'ly picks up the phone and checks for nessages...only to
grit her teeth.

I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY

A satisfied-l1ooking Ally fastens up, starts her big rig, and
grabs her CB m ke.

ALLY
(into CB m ke)
"Volvo Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Ten-four. What's your twenty?

ALLY
I"'mstill at Ball Street Merchant
Shi ppers here in the Alano City.
Just need to know where the | oad
I"mpicking up is.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
It's three hours away.
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ALLY
VWhi ch directi on?

Dl SPATCHER (V. Q.)
It's in Del R o

ALLY
Texas?

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
That's right. It's on the Rio
G ande. Go any further and you're
gonna need a passport.

ALLY
CGot it...but it's four
o'clock...Central tine.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Grrr...the shipper closes at five.

ALLY
Got no choice but to stay here
toni ght and then pull out for Del
Rio in the norning.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Yep.

ALLY
At least | get to find out if the
house Carol Burnett was born inis
still up.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)

I thought she was born in a

hospi t al
And Ally pulls out of the space...while she grits her teeth.
EXT. TRAVEL CENTER, NORTH LAS VEGAS, NV - N GHT
Sheryl drives her K-Wopper into a space al ongsi de several
ot her eighteen-wheelers at this truck stop near the Las Vegas
Mot or Speedway.
I NT. KENWORTH T680 - NI GHT

She checks her cell phone...and finds the clock reads 7:30 PM
Pacific tine.

Sheryl punches Ally's phone nunber.
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EXT. FOSTER ROAD TRAVEL CENTER, SAN ANTONI O, TX - N GHT
A generic-1ooking, recently-built truck stop.

Ally (plastic bag of grocery itenms in tow) strolls out of the
bui I di ng when her cell phone RI NGS

She hurries to her Volvo ei ghteen-wheel er as the phone
CONTI NUES TO RI NG.

ALLY
As long as it isn't Mom..

I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - NI GHT

Ally hurries into her truck. She sets her purchases on the
passenger seat, |ocks her tractor, and grabs her (yep) STILL-
RI NG NG devi ce.

ALLY
(into her phone)
Hell...o...

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON
SHERYL
(into own phone)
H, Ally! It's nme, Sheryl!
Ally screams with relief.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
You nust've had that kind of trip.

ALLY
Now. . . where the hell can | start?

SHERYL
First, try to take a deep breath..

Sheryl's best buddy takes as deep a breath as possible.
Ally follows that up with another deep, deep breath.

ALLY
Ckay. .. |"'mready.

SHERYL
Take your tine. 1'mhere for you.



ALLY
| go down to Menphis to neet the
other driver...and | find out he's
a stoner.

Sheryl nods.

ALLY (CONT' D)
Whien | net Ron...the other
driver...he snelled |ike he hadn't
t aken a shower since they kicked
Ceorge Santos outa Congress.

SHERYL
Hoo boy. ..
ALLY
And that tractor | rode with him
in...it was a rolling barn!
SHERYL

| don't envy you

ALLY
And to top it all off...he wouldn't
take ny word for it that I'ma real
truck driver.

SHERYL
Hey, | hear you, Ally. That sounds
i ke so many people we've net since
we decided to go into trucking.

ALLY
Qur grannies went through the sane
crap when they applied for truck-
driving jobs at M d-Conti nent
Bottl ers back in Des Mines.

SHERYL
And sone of that crap came from our
gr eat - gr andpar ent s.

ALLY
The same great-grannies who, a
coupl e of nights before our
grannies got the job, raved about a
TV-novi e about a couple of wonen
truck drivers.

SHERYL
That novie Billy Carter was in?
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ALLY
And a post-"True Git" Ki m Darby
and a pre-"Designing Wnmen" Annie
Potts as the truckers.

Ally stretches her free arm

ALLY ( CONT' D)
At least Billy Carter wasn't a
stoner. This one | was stuck with
tried to punch ne out after | told
hi m he oughta show sone pride in
that rig he drives.

SHERYL
That's all nessed up! Did you
report hinf

ALLY

| did, Sheryl! On the way to this
truck stop.

SHERYL
3 ad you did.

ALLY
Never mind that | took care of him
when he got sick and he ended up
sl unped over the steering
wheel ...and | ended up driving nost
of the way.

SHERYL
That's so messed up.

ALLY
| even unhitched his truck and
mne...all to prove to himl'ma
real trucker.

Sheryl takes a deep breath.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Now. . . your turn.

SHERYL
You bet. Right off the bat, another
trucker chased ne fromthe St.
Louis area to the Topeka area.

ALLY
VWHAT?
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SHERYL
He did...but he jackknifed across
the street fromthe truck stop |
filled up at.

ALLY
He asked for it.

SHERYL
You remenber Cooper Larson fromthe
driving school .

ALLY
How the hell can I forget?
SHERYL
Well, his older brother's a truck

driver...and | read in the online
version of "The Topeka Capital -
Journal " that he was the one who
tried to run ne off the road.

ALLY
Karma i n acti on.

SHERYL
Speaking of karma...it hit my nom
and dad big tine.

ALLY
Huh?

SHERYL
W had a good talk a few hours ago.
Bottomline is that | told them]l
was gonna make it through. Just
i ke Grandma Ber nadi ne.

Al'ly wat ches other vehicles pull into the Texas truck stop.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
And |i ke your G andnma Val enti na.

A big smle crosses Ally's face.

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
My nom and dad and | are at peace
about my going into trucking.

ALLY
Way to rock, Sheryl!
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SHERYL
| just about freaked out when Mom
told me that, when she was five,
she got a toy truck for Christnmas
from G andma Ber nadi ne.

ALLY
vwell, I'll be a...

SHERYL
By the tinme she was seven, Mym
found out trucks weren't her thing.

Sheryl gazes at vehicles that exit that Nevada truck stop

SHERYL ( CONT' D)
Speaking of thing...l've gotta tel
you about the out-of -work
stunt person who tried to rob ne,
t hen junped on the back of my truck
in Coormerce City, Colorado.

ALLY
Li ke in a novi e?

SHERYL
More like reality TV.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 15, NEAR BARSTOW CA - DAY

Sheryl's big rig and several other vehicles glide through the
Mbj ave Desert.

| NT. KENWORTH T680 - DAY
An ecstatic Sheryl gabs on the CB.

SHERYL
"' m going through the Mjave
Desert, rolling toward Barstow, and
shoul d be in Padres Town in a
coupl e of hours.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Ten-four, "K-Wopper Kid."

SHERYL
Had a great phone conversation with
nmy good buddy Ally.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Whose al l ey?
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SHERYL
Her handle is "Volvo Kid."

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)

Yeah!

SHERYL
Ever since she and | tal ked on the
phone, |'ve been wondering: "Wat

if Ally and | could be over-the-
road partners?”

Dl SPATCHER (V. Q.)
Don't you nean "Vol vo Kid?"

EXT. SERVI CE CENTER, DEL RIO TX - DAY

Al'ly picks up her load at [ong | ast.

She and A WAREHOUSE EMPLOYEE i nspect everyt hi ng.
It all checks out.

ALLY
Thanks!

The war ehouse enpl oyee and Ally wave; the latter junps into
her Vol vo sl eeper truck.

I NT. VOLVO VNL 860 - DAY

Ally fastens her seat belt, starts that beast back up, and
l unges for her CB m ke.

ALLY
(into CB m ke)
"Volvo Kid" to base.

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
Ten-four, "Volvo Kid." What's your
twenty?

ALLY
I"m about to pull outa Del R o
Just need to know ny next twenty.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
You're taking that load to
Amarillo. Take it to the Northeast
Third Avenue \Warehouse.
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ALLY
Ten-four to that...|l'm curious
about one thing.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
VWhat's that?

ALLY
Wiy couldn't they let nme and Sheryl
work together...like we hoped?
DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Who?
ALLY
Qops. ..l mean nme and "K-Wopper

Ki d" wor ki ng together..

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
Sorry. Can't touch that one.

ALLY
Thanks. ..M C. Hanmer.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
VWhat cha know about M C. Hanmer ?

ALLY
Believe it not...he's on this flash
drive |I've been |listening to.

DI SPATCHER (V. Q)
"Kid," how old are you?

Al'ly chuckl es.
EXT. FI FTH AVENUE WAREHOUSE, SAN DI EGO, CA - DAY

Sheryl oh-so-carefully guides her K-Wopper into the | oading
dock...where Cody and River wait to load it.

She shuts the truck's ignition off, junps out of the tractor
and triggers doubl etakes fromthe two nen.

Sheryl's nmouth flies open, too.

CcoDy
Sheryl ...

Rl VER
Haski ns?
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CoDY
What cha doi ng out here?

SHERYL
I was gonna ask you guys that!

Ri ver and Cody eyeball each other for a few seconds.

Rl VER
Cody...you first.

00D)1
Unh...all right, Riv.

SHERYL
You two nmust've gotten tired of the
grind back there in St. Louis, too.

CoDY
Yeah, Sheryl. We did.

Rl VER
Qur grannies live here in San
Di ego...and they got us this job.

SHERYL
vell, I'll be a...

CoDY
No noi sy grinders to worry
about...right, River?

Rl VER
Ri ght, Code.
(eyebal I'i ng Sheryl)
When' d you start driving a truck?

SHERYL
Thi s past Monday.

Cody and River stare at each other once nore.
Then they size up Sheryl.
CoDY

Hey, Sheryl, you don't |ook like a
truck driver.

SHERYL
Vll, this truck didn't get here
all by itself!
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The two nmen nod at the | one woman before | oading itens into
the truck's trailer.

Rl VER
(to Cody)
It's just beginner's | uck.

SHERYL
Look who's tal ki ng!

The threesone share a | augh.
EXT. NORTHEAST THI RD AVENUE WAREHOUSE, AMARILLO, TX - DAY

Al'ly wat ches EMPLOYEES unl oad the Volvo's trailer when her
cell phone RI NGS.

ALLY
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?

EXT. VALENTI NA'S HOUSE, DES MO NES, | A - DAY

Valentina (with a cigar), Tim(with his |laptop), and Natalie
(with her cell phone) sit in lounge chairs in the back yard.

NATALI E
(i nto phone)
Al'l yson, why haven't you call ed?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON
Timand Val entina | ook up at Natalie.

NATALI E ( CONT' D)
W' ve been trying to reach you!
Have you and Sheryl fallen flat on
your faces? Have you both | earned
your | esson yet?

ALLY
Mom you're lucky they're unl oading
ny truck...ny big rig!

Natalie junps up from her |ounge chair...

NATALI E
So where's Sheryl ?

...and saunters toward the street.
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ALLY
She's picking up a load in San
Diego...in her own big rig.

NATALI E
| thought you two were gonna work
t oget her. You have a new partner?

ALLY
| did...for a while. I net himin
Menphi s and we drove to San
Ant oni 0. He drove back to Menphis.
I"'mnow in Amarillo...waiting on
this | oad. He was a stoner.

Ally's truck continues to unl oad.

NATALI E
Uh huh. | suppose you rel apsed and
passed the J--

ALLY
Mom | don't do that anynore! |
really don't have tine to talk. I'm

waiting on ny truck--

NATALI E
"' myour nother, and you WLL talk--

Timcloses his |laptop and sneaks up to Natalie.

ALLY
Here's the bottomline: | |ove
trucking...and I'"mgonna stick with
it. And |I prom sed Sheryl, nyself,
and our doctor that | was gonna do
it clean.

NATALI E
| still think you' re making a big
m st ake! Bi g m stake!

Valentina (cigar and all) rises fromher chair...
ALLY
I["mgrown, Mm It's ny life, and
["ll do what | want with it!

...to sneak behind Tim
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ALLY ( CONT' D)
As long as | enjoy the freedom of
bei ng a trucker, why should that
bot her you? ASK MY GRANNY!

NATALI E
Why you- -

ALLY
End of di scussion

Al'ly hangs up while she turns to her eighteen-wheeler.
And Val entina and Timstare at a steaming Natalie...

VALENTI NA
Natalie...Ally' s right.

... who pockets her own phone while Ti mnods.
EXT. 1 &M TRUCKI NG MADI SON, IL - DAY

On this last Monday in July, Sheryl and Ally stroll toward
the front entrance.

ALLY
I had to put ny foot down and stand
up to ny nom | had to defend this
brand-new start in ny...our |ives.

SHERYL
Put 'er here.

Al'ly and Sheryl high-five it.
I NT. 1 &M TRUCKI NG EMPLOYEE LOUNGE - DAY

Sheryl and Ally sit across a table fromlrwin...as the only
three people in the | ounge at the nonent.

| RW N
You both had a very interesting
first week.

SHERYL
You coul d say that.

Ally's is a slow nod.
I RWN

Ally...1 got a report fromthe
war ehouse i n San Ant oni o.
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Sheryl"s best buddy perks up.

| RW N ( CONT' D)
I'"ve heard you' re not a good team
pl ayer.

ALLY
Wait a corn-pickin' mnute, Irw n!

I RWN
W split you and Sheryl up in order
to see what you were made up of as
i ndi viduals. But you got in a fight
wi th Ron Bat chel or.

ALLY
Ron was gonna punch ne out because
I wanted himto take pride in his
big rig...but he was nore
interested in his next hit.

Irwin draws a bl ank stare.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
H's next hit off a joint.

SHERYL
That's what Ally told ne.

ALLY
I'"ve heard of HR people in the
trucking industry | ooking for
drivers with reefer
experience...but Ron takes the
cake!

Sheryl busts out in a huge laugh...only to receive Irwin's
wi t hering | ook.

| RW N
Sheryl, Sheryl, Sheryl...we got a
report fromthe Col orado State
Patrol that you |l et someone ride
t he back of your trailer for about
a hundred and fifty mles.

Ally's best friend gives a slow, slow nod.

| RW N ( CONT' D)
Can you say "lawsuit?"

Sheryl mouths out "LAWSUI T," then:
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SHERYL
It's a long story...but if I'd let
@ adys Farner off in the nmountains
or at a bridge and she died, they
woul d' ve charged ne with nurder.

ALLY
Irwin...Sheryl's got a point.

I RWN
(standi ng up)
| don't know what to do with you
two. Wat cha thi nk?

The two wonen stare daggers at the | one man.

ALLY
Me and Sheryl have been pals for
years...went to grade school
together...went to high school
together...went to college
together...we |ive together.

Sheryl wags a finger at Irwin while A FEW TRUCKERS enter the
enpl oyee | ounge.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
Wiy can't we drive together?

SHERYL
Ally and | go together I|ike
Brittney Giner and Di ana Taurasi .

An opennouthed Irwin sits back down. He eyeballs the two BFFs
for a while.

Al'ly and Sheryl look longingly at Irwin for a few seconds.

| RW N
I"'mwilling to try it.

The two buddi es' eyes |ight up.
| RW N ( CONT' D)
From now on, you're a team..just
i ke your grandnas.
Irwin looks on in smles as the duo cheer thensel ves hoarse.
EXT. | &M TRUCKI NG LOADI NG DOCK - DAY

Sheryl and Ally (suitcases in tow) stroll toward their
ei ght een- wheel ers.
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Bot h wonmen set their |uggage down just short of Sheryl's rig.

ALLY
Thanks for standing in ny corner.

SHERYL
And thank you for standing in ny
corner, too.

Al'ly and Sheryl hug...only to turn the enbrace into a high
five when ANOTHER TRUCKER eyebal | s t hem

ALLY
Your truck or m ne?

The two | owans-turned-M ssouri ans scan the dock...then:

SHERYL
Tell you what:
(pointing skyward)
Let's see how Grandna Ber nadi ne
woul d' ve handled it.

ALLY
And if that doesn't work..

Al'ly drags out her cell phone.

ALLY ( CONT' D)
G andma Valentina's a call away.

Sheryl shakes her head "yes."
ALLY ( CONT' D)
On the other hand...we can take a
chance on. ..
Sheryl and Ally hug each other tight.
FREEZE FRAME when the two pals point skyward.
FADE QOUT.

THE END



