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COLD OPENI NG

FADE | N:

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - DAY

A SMALL, SINGLE-STORY SUBURBAN BRI CK BUI LDI NG W TH
| DENTI FI ER: " ACVE ARCHI TECTS. "

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM

MARI LEE HUDSON, A CUTE EMPLOYEE I N HER 20S, GLANCES UP FROM
A TAROT SPREAD SHE HAS SET OUT ON THE CONFERENCE TABLE, AT
RI CHARD PRENTI CE, A COLLEAGUE IN H S 30S, OPPGCSI TE.

Rl CHARD
Conme on, Merilee, give nme a good
readi ng for a change.

MERI LEE
You know | al ways save the best
readi ngs for you.

Rl CHARD
Yeah, but since ny luck is usually
rotten, how do you do it?

MERI LEE
Cheat .



TURNS CARD

Rl CHARD
Last tinme you said I'd conme into
money. | totaled ny car, and wound
up paying a | ot of noney.

MERI LEE
| was close. So let's see how | can
hunmor you today.
THE LOVERS

MERI LEE
Ch, that's a good one. The Lovers.
The sex card.

Rl CHARD
Geat. It can't possibly be my wife.
(OFF A LOOX) What is it?

MERI LEE
Do you mnd if she has issues?

Rl CHARD
My wife or the sex card? Well, we
know about nmy wife. What kind of
i ssues?

MERI LEE
Passi ve aggressive.

Rl CHARD
As long as she's binary and isn't
into cross-dressing or anything too

ki nky.



MERI LEE
Well, there is one thing.
Rl CHARD
What ?
MERI LEE
The card is inverted.
Rl CHARD
An upsi de down sex card. Well, we
could do it standing on our heads.
DOOR SLAMS OPEN. GARY, A COLLEAGUE, ENTERS.
GARY
Emergency neeting. Boardroom  Now.
Rl CHARD
O bend into funny pretzel shapes.
"1l let you know how it turns out.
Meril ee, you ever get horny?
MERI LEE
Al the tine.
Rl CHARD
In case this one doesn't work out,
wel | .

CUT TGO

| NT. BOARDROOM

THERE ARE QUI ZZI CAL MURMURI NGS AND STI RS OF TENSION I N THE
AlR AS THE ACVE EMPLOYEES FI LE IN.  THEY HURRI EDLY SEAT
THEMSELVES AROUND THE BOARDROOM TABLE. RANDALL PRESCOIT,
THE COVPANY CEO, POCSI TI ONS H MSELF AT THE HEAD.




PRESCOTT
| have an announcenent to nake.
You're all fired.

Dl SBELI EF AND RUMBLI NGS ABOUND. MR PRESCOTT PO NTS TO
MERI LEE.

PRESCOTT

Al'l except you.
SHE PO NTS TO HERSELF.

PRESCOTT
You're comng with ne. (TO THE
OTHERS) We've been nerged. Don't
| ook so shocked. W haven't had a
decent project since we designed an
upsi de down cake for mnmy daughter's
graduation. Naturally, it came out
right side up

MERI LEE
You can't throw all of these people

out of work.

PRESCOTT
| just did.

MERI LEE
Wait, I'll prove it.

SHE QUI CKLY SHUFFLES HER TAROT CARDS AND SLOALY TURNS OVER
THREE CARDS ON THE TABLE.



MERI LEE
He could. . . He would. . . W're
screwed.
CUT TO
MAI N TI TLES




ACT ONE
SCENE A
FADE | N:
| NT. BOARDROOM - SANE

AS BUMVED AND BEFUDDLED EMPLOYEES FILE OQUT. MERI LEE
APPROACHES MR. PRESCOTT.

MERI LEE
VWho are we nerging with?
PRESCOTT
A lingerie conpany.
MERI LEE
Li ngerie? W design buil dings.
PRESCOTT
So we'll design buildings wth big
boobs. Honey, we're broke.
MERI LEE
Wy ne?
PRESCOTT
Isn't it obvious? You have speci al
power s.
MERI LEE
My boobs?
MR, PRESCOIT GESTURES TO TAROT CARDS



VERI LEE
If my powers are so special, why
didn't | foresee this?
PRESCOTT
| didn't say you were Nostradanus.
VERI LEE
Does this mean a cut in ny salary?
PRESCOTT
(A SMRK) Not if you play your cards
right.
CUT TO

INT. LIVING ROOM - MERILEE S HOUSE

HER MOTHER, MRS. HUDSON, |S VACUUM NG THE CARPET. MERI LEE
ENTERS WTH A GLUM LOCK.  MRS. H CUTS OFF THE VACUUM

MRS. HUDSON
So, the all-seeing prophetess is
home early. Wat's the matter, bad
card day?

MERI LEE
| f you want to know, | got fired.
Al nost .

MRS. HUDSON
Al nost as in horse shoes?

MERI LEE
Alnmost as in I'mthe boss's chosen

one.



MRS. HUDSON
Sex or has he just lost his m nd?

MERI LEE
He actually believes in ny tarot
r eadi ngs.

MRS. HUDSON
And why shoul dn't he?

MERI LEE
|"ma charlatan who |ikes funny
pi cture cards?

MRS. HUDSON
Besi des that .

MERI LEE
Look, this isn't going to nake sense,
but we're nmerging with a lingerie
conpany.

MRS. HUDSON
You're going to build skyscrapers
out of panty hose?

ENTER JULI E, MERILEE S TEENAGE SI STER, VI A FRONT DOOR.

JULI E
VWhat are you doi ng home?
MRS. HUDSON
Merilee's had a traumatic day.
JULI E
Oh really? Wiat's the matter, your

maj or arcana getting you down?



MERI LEE
No, nmy major pain in the ass sister.
Butt out.
JULI E
Qoooh, listen to her. The spirits
are restl ess.
MRS. HUDSON
Julie, Merilee is undergoing a
transition at work.
MERI LEE
W're nmerging wwth a lingerie firm
No w secracks.
JULI E WAVES HER HAND -- WOOOO, |'M I MPRESSED -- AND EXI TS.
CUT TO
| NT. PRESCOTT' S COFFI CE - DAY
A GLASS ENCLOSURE ON TWO SI DES, W TH PRESCOIT' S DESK TO OUR
LEFT, AND A SMALL ADJACENT OFFI CE OPPOSI TE WHICH | S MERI LEE' S
SECRETARI AL CUBI CLE, VI SIBLE THROUGH THE GLASS PARTI Tl ON.
PRESCOIT | S SEATED AT HI S DESK, ADDRESSI NG MERI LEE, AS
THROUGH HI' S OFFI CE W NDOW AT REAR CAN BE SEEN MEN CARRYI NG

STORE MANNEQUI NS, AND WOMEN | N SKIMPY LINGERIE, DRI FTI NG
PAST.

PRESCOTT
Merilee, fromnow on you are going
to be ny personal secretary. |Indeed,
nmy visionary, ny guru. (CATCHES
SI GHT OF WOVAN | N SKI MPY QUTFI T
PASSI NG BY) Unl ess one of themwants
to be, then you'll just be another

( MORE)



10.

PRESCOTT (cont' d)
guack with a deck of cards. (BEAT)
Wth your supernatural powers, you
are going to lead this firm all two
of us, back to prosperity. Your
communi cation with angelic forces,
your ability to read the cards, to
stir the proverbial tea | eaves, wll
give us an edge on the conpetition.
We can know i n advance what they are
going to bid. Do you foll ow nme?

MERI LEE
Not if | can help it.

PRESCOTT
You're going to delve into those
cards and crystals. That wll give

us a conpetitive edge.

ENTER RHONDA DEVOS, A STATUESQUE, ATTRACTI VE WOVAN DRESSED
I N A SOVEWHAT SKI MPY BLACK LACY LINGERIE QUTFIT. SHE MODELS
I T.
RHONDA
You |ike (what you see)?

PRESCOTT LOOKS HER UP AND DOWN. EYES MERI LEE, VWHO TURNS A
TAROT CARD. NODS. HE G VES THUMBS UP.

RHONDA

You need a tarot deck for that?
PRESCOTT

| Iike to hedge ny bets.



RHONDA
( EXTENDS HANDSHAKE) Rhonda DeVos,
CEO of Linda's Lazy Lingerie.
PRESCOTT
Randal | Prescott, Acne Architects.
Qur notto: If you build it, they
won't cone.
THEY SHAKE HANDS.
RHONDA
So, these are your offices?
PRESCOTT
What do you think?
RHONDA
Were i s everyone?
PRESCOTT
Ch, they, uh, went out for coffee.
MERI LEE
And forgot to conme back. Wat he
means is --
PRESCOTT
This is everyone. That's Meril ee,
my resident prophetess and secretary.
MERI LEE HOLDS UP TAROT CARDS.
MERI LEE

Different strokes for different folks.



12.
RHONDA

You know, | like that. A snall
tight knit staff. Lean and nean.
VERI LEE
And br oke.
RHONDA
Which is why | cone before you
Wll, that and to flash a little
thigh. See, you're in luck. W're
pl anni ng an expansi on -- you m ght
say our cups runneth over. W want
to open a series of boutiques or
enporiuns and we need a crack
architect to design and build them
PRESCOTT LOOKS ARCUND
RHONDA
You. | thought we mght take a little
drive, the two of us, and scout
| ocations. | nean, if you're not
heavi ly engaged with ot her projects.
MERI LEE
He's not.
PRESCOTT

| like that idea.



13.
RHONDA
"1l just change into sonething nore
busi ness appropriate, and we'll be
on our way.
SHE EXI TS.
PRESCOTT
How about that, gypsy fortune teller?
MERI LEE TURNS A CARD. SHRUGS. MEANWH LE, RI CHARD SNEAKI LY
APPEARS | N THE CORRI DOR, BACKS OQUT OF SI GHT WHEN HE SEES
PRESCOTT. THEN HE SNEAKS A PEAK, RAPS WEAKLY ON OFFI CE
W NDOW TO GAI N MERI LEE' S ATTENTI ON.
HE GESTURES.
MERI LEE
Excuse ne.

SHE GATHERS TAROT DECK, EXITS TO THE CORRI DOR.
| NT. OFFI CE CORRI DOR

AS MERI LEE JO NS RI CHARD.

VERI LEE
Ri chard, what are you doi ng here?

Rl CHARD
| don't want what's his face to see
me. Merilee, I"'min ajam \Wen |
told her I lost my job, ny wife threw
me out. Along with the two hookers
| had sruggled up to nmy room

VERI LEE

(SCOLDING Richard!



Rl CHARD
| told you | was horny. You said
hot | ove was comng. | thought 1'd
give it a push.

MERI LEE
What are you going to do?

Rl CHARD
You wanna run off to Mexico with nme?

MERI LEE
| can't run off to Mexico. Well, |
could, but your wife would send the
bandi t os out for ne.

Rl CHARD
Could you turn a card?

MERI LEE
Ckay.

SHE TURNS TAROI CARD. THE HANGED MAN.

Rl CHARD
Yeah, that's ne. Upside down, and
hog tied. Listen, can | call you?
| nmean, as friends, though the Mexico
offer still stands. Thanks Meril ee.
| better get lost. | don't want to
give Prescott the satisfaction of
seei ng ne.

( MORE)



15.
Rl CHARD (cont' d)

He'll think I came back here to beg

and grovel -- which, cone to think

of it, is exactly why | cane back

her e.
RI CHARD G VES HER A QUI CK KI'SS ON THE CHEEK, GOES OUT.

CUT TO

EXT. STOREFRONT - ' MADAME ROSA' FORTUNE TELLER - DAY

TO ESTABLI SH THE HEADQUARTERS OF MERI LEE' S NEMESI S.
| NT. MADAME ROSA' S

MADAME ROSA, WEARI NG GYPSY BANDANNA AND SEATED AT A SMALL
TABLE, RUBS HER HANDS ABOVE A CRYSTAL BALL IN THE DI M LI GHT.

MADAME ROSA

Doubl e double toil and trouble, fire

burn and caul dron bubble. . . Merrily,

merrily, Merilee Hudson. 1've got a

score to settle.
SHE MAKES A ZAPPI NG GESTURE

QUICK CUT TO

| NT. OFFI CE CORRI DOR - MERI LEE

SHE SWATS HER NECK, AS IF BITTEN BY A MOSQUI TO. SHE THI NKS
FOR A VERY SHORT BEAT.

VERI LEE
Bi t ch.
BACK TO

| NT. MADAME ROSA' S

SHE ROCKS BACK I N HER CHAI R, LAUGHS.
CUT TO



| NT. MOVI NG CAR - PRESCOTT AND RHONDA

BREEZI NG ALONG, PRESCOIT AT THE WHEEL.
RHONDA
You' re a snooth driver
PRESCOTT
That's nme alright, old snoothie.
RHONDA
The way you zoomin and out of
traffic, kind of slip and slide
t hrough the tight curves. You a
slipper and slider too?
PRESCOTT
Depends on the curves.
RHONDA
| Iike a man who slips and slides.
Do you feel you get nore friction on
a tight curve?
PRESCOTT
Are you suggesting what | think you're
suggesti ng?
RHONDA
If it's dirty, yes.
PRESCOTT
So, what kind of |ocations are we
scouti ng?
RHONDA

Ch, 1'd say nothing too jamed.
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PRESCOTT
Not too jamred.

RHONDA
| Iike a feeling of being open.

PRESCOTT
Open, okay. Onh God. On the record,
"' m married.

RHONDA
Of the record, that won't discourage
ne.

PRESCOTT
On the record, the coochie-coo has
coochi ed out .

RHONDA
Of the record, | amcurious yell ow
(THEY EYE EACH OTHER) Ch | ook, how
about that little shop over there?
(PO NTS TO SHOP WTH ' GO NG QUT OF
BUSI NESS' SI GN) Way don't you just
ki nd of slide her in?

CUT TO
| NT. MERI LEE' S OFFI CE

SHE' S MANNI NG THE PUSH BUTTON PHONE ON HER DESK. DI ALS
QUT, PI NCHES HER NOSE TO DI SGUI SE HER VA CE

MERI LEE
Hell o, may | speak to Madane Rosa

pl ease?



18.
MADAME ROSA
Zeez eez Madanme Rosa.
MERI LEE
You eez fromzee old country perhaps?
MADAME ROSA
Wo eez theez?
MERI LEE
Theez eez an old, old friend. She
eez, how you say eet, plenty peezed
off. She place beeg curse on you if
you continue to pester her. Pleez,
vat ch your step, | ady.
SHE HANGS UP. ANOTHER EXTENSI ON RI NGS.
MERI LEE
(I NTO PHONE) Acne Architects, Linda's
Lazy Lingerie, take your pick.
CUT TO
EXT. SUBURBAN STREET
Rl CHARD PERCHED | N A TREE OVERLOCKI NG HI S HOUSE.
Rl CHARD
(I NTO PHONE) Merilee, it's ne.
MERI LEE
Ri chard? Where are you?
Rl CHARD
Up in atree. Literally.
MERI LEE
What ?



Rl CHARD

' mspying on nyself. | nean, on ny
house. | nean, | guess on ny wfe.
VERI LEE

Ri chard, why don't you knock on the
door, kiss and make up.

Rl CHARD
That's just it -- | saw a strange
man go into the house.

MERI LEE
All men are strange, Richard. To

the strange man, you're probably

st range.

Rl CHARD
| have suspicions. |'mthinking
hanky- panky.

VERI LEE

Come on. She just tossed you out.
You think she could recruit a sub
t hat qui ckl y?

Rl CHARD
Maybe she had one stashed in her
pocket .

MERI LEE
Richard. Ring the bell, ask for

forgi veness, you know the drill.
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Rl CHARD
But | had plans, Merilee. For us.
MERI LEE
Whoa, down Me-hi-co way? Richard,
get a grip. |I'ma secretary, I'ma
tarot nut. Add '"emup -- what do
you get? Loser. Buck up. You'l
get it together.
Rl CHARD

Does that nmean you no | onger |ove

me?
MERI LEE

Ri chard?
Rl CHARD

Come on, admt it -- little crush?
MERI LEE

Look, the big dog and his lingerie
mannequi n cohort are due back probably
any mnute. Unless they went notel
hopping. Richard, this woman is a
flame, she's on fire. And | think
Prescott is just the tinder she's

been | ooking for. Please don't ask

me to get entangled when I'mtrying

to figure out how to get Prescott

unt angl ed.
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Rl CHARD
Cone on, Merilee. Mexico -- think
of it, warm sunshine year-round.
Tequi | a sunri ses.
MERI LEE
Dirty old nmen in sonbreros picking
on guitars? Hold on a sec.
SHE SHUFFLES TAROT DECK, TURNS A CARD.
Rl CHARD
Merilee? Merilee, are you there?
MERI LEE
Yeah, just thunbing through the deck.
Rl CHARD
And?
MERI LEE
Look, try to kiss and nake up. That's

straight fromthe deck of common

sense.
Rl CHARD
Just tell nme you'll at |east consider
it. Unh -- us.
MERI LEE

(PI'NCHES NOSE) | got another call
comng in. Later, Richard.

SHE HANGS UP. OF COURSE, SHE DCES NOT HAVE ANOTHER CALL
COM NG I N.

CUT TO



EXT. OUT OF BUSI NESS NOTI ONS STORE - MAIN STREET
RHONDA AND PRESCOTT SCOPE THE OQUTSI DE CF IT.
RHONDA
Perfect fit, don't you think?
PRESCOTT
Can't we find a different netaphor?
RHONDA
Snug.
THEY GO | NSI DE
| NT. NOTI ONS STORE
AS RHONDA AND PRESCOTT ENTER, HI' S CELL PHONE RI NGS.
PRESCOTT
(I NTO PHONE) Yeah?
MERI LEE
This is your favorite soothsayer.
PRESCOTT
Meril ee?
MERI LEE
All's quiet on the western front.
Can | cut out of here early? A
the stress of these mannequins is
getting on ny nerves.
PRESCOTT
Sure, go ahead. Forward ny calls
her e.
MERI LEE
Al'l none of then?



23.
PRESCOTT
Al'l none of them And Merilee?
VERI LEE
Yeah?
PRESCOTT
What do the cards say, you know,
about, about my new acquai nt ance.
VERI LEE
Your favorite mannequi n? |'m worKking
on it. See you tonorrow.
PRESCOTT
Tonor r ow.
| NT. MERILEE' S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS
SHE GATHERS TAROTI CARDS AS SHE HUMS ' DON' T THROW BOUQUETS
AT ME.' ANOTHER MANNEQUI N- BEARI NG WOVAN WALKS PAST HER
OFFI CE
MERI LEE STASHES TAROT DECK | N HER POCKETBOOK, EXITS.
CUT TGO
| NT. LIVING ROOM - MERI LEE' S

AS SHE ENTERS, TOSSES PURSE ON THE SOFA. HER MOTHER ENTERS
FROM KI TCHEN

MRS. HUDSON
Meril ee?

VERI LEE
No, Merilee headed for Mexico, if
she had any brains. Don't start,

things are getting crazy.
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MRS. HUDSON
Aren't you --
VERI LEE
Early? Yes. (Good behavior. Now
" mgoing to crash
SHE HEADS UPSTAI RS TO HER BEDROOM
| NT. BEDROOM

MERI LEE ENTERS, HEAVES A SI GH, THROWS HERSELF ON TOP OF THE
BED. CLOSES HER EYES.

TAP!  TAP!  SOUND COM NG FROM THE W NDOW  SHE OPENS HER
EYES BRI EFLY, SHRUGS, CLOSES THEM AGAI N.

TAP!  TAP! JESUS CHRI ST, THERE'S A FACE I N THE W NDOW
Rl CHARD.

VERI LEE
No, hal |l uci nati on.

SHE CLOSES HER EYES. ANOTHER TAP! TAP! SHE SLOALY GETS
UP, GOES TO W NDOW OPENS IT.

RICHARD IS ON THE LI MB OF A TREE PEERI NG | N.
VERI LEE
Onh Chri st!
Rl CHARD
|"msorry, Merilee.
SHE LOCKS DOWN
VERI LEE
You know, it's a |long way down there.
Rl CHARD
| had to talk to you
VERI LEE
Chri st.



RI CHARD
Can | cone in?
VERI LEE

Ri chard, go downstairs. 1'IlIl let

you in the front way. Can you nmake

it?
Rl CHARD
Yeah, | think so.
SHE EXITS TO DOANSTAI RS.
| NT. LI VI NG ROOM
MERI LEE LETS RI CHARD I N
VERI LEE
Shush!  Cone on.
SHE LEADS H M TO HER BEDROOM
| NT. MERI LEE' S BEDROOM
VERI LEE
VWat the hell is going on?
Rl CHARD

| got to the front door, but I

couldn't doit, | couldn't face her

Now what am | going to do?
MERI LEE

Oh God. WIIl this day please end?

(HANDS H M HER CELL PHONE) D al
your land line. [I'll do nmy best.

Rl CHARD
What ?
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MERI LEE
How many hookers? \Wen?
Rl CHARD
Two. Yesterday after | got fired.
She canme hone early.
MERI LEE
D al .
Rl CHARD
What are you gonna do?
MERI LEE
Just dial and give ne the phone.
RI CHARD DI ALS HI' S LANDLI NE NUMBER, HANDS OVER PHONE.
MERI LEE
(PI'NCHED NASAL SCHTICK) Hello, eez
theez Richard place? Theez eez
Ri chard pl ace, no? Yes, well
yesterday | nmake m stake, big m stake.
Send booby wonen to wong address.
What eez booby wonen? Use
i magi nation. Think prostitutas.
Yes, nmuch nmakeup, nuch boobi es.
Wong address. M apol ogies. Zee
booby prostitutas, not intended for
Richard. Big mstake. Right, he no
order. M profuse apol ogies for
terrible, terrible mstake.

( MORE)
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MERI LEE (cont' d)
Who am | ? Madane Rosa. Yes, gypsy
fortune teller in town. | no tel
fortunes, I send wonen. You cal
cops? Go ahead. Anyway, m stake,
m st ake, big m stake wi th boobal as.
So sorry. Goodbye.
END CALL.
MERI LEE
Now go hone. Kiss and nmake up
"1l send you the bill in the norning.
Rl CHARD
Merilee, you' re sonething. Can you
get ne ny job back?
MERI LEE
Merilee, she try. Now scoot.
Rl CHARD
| love you, Merilee. | still see
Mexico in our future.
MERI LEE
Best strike with wife while iron
hot. Bye-bye.

SHE WAVES HM OFF. HE EXITS. HER CELL PHONE RI NGS, SHE
ANSVIEERS.

VERI LEE
Hell o? M. Prescott?! Wat, you're

in a phone booth?



28.
| NT. BACKSEAT OF PRESCOIT' S CAR

RHONDA |S ON TOP OF PRESCOTT, WHO | S DESPERATELY CHATTERI NG
| NTO H'S SMART PHONE. | NTERCUT:

MERI LEE
They don't nake phone boot hs anynore.
She's got you pinned in the back
seat? Wiat am | supposed to do?
PRESCOTT
The cards, the cards. Wat do they
say?
MERI LEE
Oh Jesus. You don't need the cards,
you need the pro westling channel.
Put her on the phone.
HE DCES SO
RHONDA
Hel | 0?
MERI LEE
(PINCHED NOSE) This is honorable
wi fe speaking. Kindly get off
husband. Honorable w fe have big
carving knife. Choppee, choppee.
RHONDA
You're Randall's w fe?
MERI LEE
Yessee, yessee. Cet your mtts off

him |1'mgood at tearing hair out.



29.
RHONDA HANDS PHONE TO PRESCOTT.

RHONDA
Wio the hell is that?

PRESCOTT
It's ny dearly bel oved.

RHONDA
She sounds |ike a Chinese fortune
cooki e.

PRESCOTT
She's an -- Asian girl.

RHONDA
She can play with her chopsti cks,
we've got better fish to fry. \ere
were we?

PRESCOTT
Just getting ready to scoot back to
the office.

HE MANAGES TO DI SENTANGLE HI MSELF, FORCE OPEN THE CAR DOOR
AND FLOP QUT.

CUT TO
EXT. STOREFRONT - ' MADAME ROSA' FORTUNE TELLER

A POLI CE CAR PULLS UP IN FRONT OF THE PLACE. TWO COPS GET
QuT.

| NT. MADAME ROSA' S

THE COPS ENTER. MADAME ROSA | S SEATED AT HER TABLE I N FRONT
OF A CRYSTAL BALL.

FI RST COP

You Madane Rosa?



MADAME ROSA
No, |I'm Frosty the Snowran. Yes,
' m Madanme Rosa.

SECOND COP
Aka Loui sa Schni zel baunf

MADAME ROSA
Let's not get personal.

FI RST COP
(TO OTHER COP) So the Madane, is a
madam  Ahal

OFF A SUSPI Cl QUS LOOK FROM MADAME ROSA.

SECOND COP
You know anyt hi ng about a coupl e of
call girls sent to -- (REFERS TO
NOTEPAD) -- 266 Rosewood Drive, oh

sonetinme yesterday afternoon?

MADAME ROSA
|"msorry, | was busy fondling ny
crystal ball. What is this?

FI RST COP

Prostitutas sent to Rosewood Drive,
to be nore exact.
MADAME ROSA
Wait a m nute.
SECOND COP
Alittle birdie called. A very angry

little birdie.
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MADAME ROSA

And | just wonder who that little
birdi e coul d have been to make such
a false, malicious call.
THE COPS SURVEY THE PLACE
FI RST COP
What' s back there?
MADAME ROSA
That's where | keep ny spare

prostitutas.

FI RST COP
Very funny.
MADAME ROSA
As you can plainly see, I"'mjust a

poor old woman doi ng a shoddy crystal
ball's work.

FI RST COP MOVES TO RAG DOLLS PILED ON A TABLE I'N THE CORNER
WTH PINS STUCK IN THEM  PI CKS ONE UP.

FI RST COP

This part of your work?

SECOND COP
What is it?
FI RST COP
It |ooks |like a voodoo doll. This

how you get your jollies?
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MADAME ROSA
Fromtime totine | like to plant
t he occasi onal curse. | think

m ght have a couple in just your
Si ze.
SECOND COP
Exit, stage right.
FI RST COP
We'l|l keep an eye on you.
THEY EXIT.
MADAME ROSA
That little bitch!
CUr TO
| NT. PRESCOTT' S OFFI CE - SAME DAY

MERI LEE HAS RETURNED TO THE ROCST. SHE IS GO NG THROUGH
PRESCOTT' S MAI L.

| NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE PRESCOIT' S OFFI CE
AS HE AND RHONDA COVE DOM THE HALL, AND SHE'S DRAPED ALL
OVER HM HE SPIES MERI LEE, HERE'S H S CHANCE, AND DUCKS
I NSI DE H S OFFI CE
PRESCOTT
Merilee? | thought you went hone.
VERI LEE
| tried. But you know what they
say, home is where the heart is.

PRESCOTT

This is where your heart is?



MERI LEE
Not exactly. But | figured you m ght
need soneone to run a little
i nterference.

PRESCOTT
Bl ess your tarot-carded soul. She's
a wolf, Merilee. (VWAVES TO RHONDA,
VWHO | S LOOKI NG | N FROM THE HALLWAY.
SHE BLOAS H M A KI'SS; HE DOES
LIKEWSE) W're not technically
mer ged, you know. | nean the two
conpanies. W just share office
space. (DREAMLY) But she wants to
share so nuch nore

MERI LEE
| knew you were a dirty old man
Congratul ati ons. Meanwhil e, you' ve
got a bunch of mail here, and sone
of it looks |ike potential business.
Oh, and about R chard.

PRESCOTT
Ri chard?

MERI LEE
Richard Prentice? He's a dammed
good draftsman. | think you should

bri ng hi m back.

33.



PRESCOTT

MERI LEE
You're going to need soneone to do
the dirty work when the tide turns.
And by the look of things, it's
turning fast.
ANOTHER CUTESY WAVE BETWEEN PRESCOTT AND RHONDA.
PRESCOTT
What ever you say. Now, what are we
going to do about that wolf?
RHONDA ENTERS FROM HALLWAY.
RHONDA
Randal I honey.
MERI LEE
(TO RICHARD) Randall honey, you've
got paperwork. And it's piling up.
PRESCOTT
(TO RHONDA) W' Il get caught up later
sweetie. You just go fiddle with
your mannequi ns.
RHONDA
Yes, angel. Anything you say.
SHE BLOANS HM A KISS, EXITS.
MERI LEE
Excuse ne, |'mgoing to puke.

( MORE)
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MERI LEE (cont' d)
Then 1'1l retire to ny office. |
think I need a reading.

PRESCOTT
| think we all do.

MERI LEE
Open your mail. | sense your |uck
IS turning.

PRESCOTT PI CKS UP A LETTER, OPENS IT.

PRESCOTT
Merilee, you' re not going to believe
this -- we won the bid!

MERI LEE
Was that for the Eiffel Tower or the
Taj Mahal makeover?

PRESCOTT
No, I"mserious. | knew you were a
good luck charm Merilee, you're a
geni us!

SHE BOANS WTH A LI TTLE MAHARAJA- LI KE GESTURE, EXI TS TO HER
OFFI CE

I NT. MERI LEE'S OFFI CE

SHE PI CKS UP THE PHONE, DI ALS OQUT. | NTERCUT CONVERSATI ON
BETWEEN HER AND MADAME ROGSA.

VERI LEE
Hel | o. Eez Madane Rosa residence?
MADAME ROSA

To whom am | speaki ng?
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MERI LEE
Eez very deesteent relative fromold
country. You woul dn't renenber.
MADAME ROSA
Try me, you conniving little bitch.
MERI LEE
They have eez expression een old
country, | theenk you like. Eez
call ed ha, ha, hal
MADAME ROSA
Ha-ha -- I'll get you for this.
MERI LEE
Goodbye, gypsy lady. May creestal
bal | expl ode een face.

SHE LAUGHS, RINGS OFF. SHE SHUFFLES HER TAROT DECK. THEN
THUMBS THROUGH HER ROLODEX. SHE DI ALS Rl CHARD S NUMBER

MERI LEE
Richard. O course it's me. Prescott
gave the green light, you' re back
Right, "'ma mracle worker. How s
with the wifey? . . . Good. "Il
see you tonorrow.

SHE HANGS UP. LAYS OUT TAROT SPREAD.

MERI LEE
Merilee, you' re such a GD mracle
worker. Let's see what ye ol de cards

say. . . Hmm hnmmm hnmmm
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SHE HOLDS UP A CARD -- THE SUN.
MERI LEE
(SI NGS BEATLES SONG) Little darling,
it's been a long cold lonely wi nter.
Here conmes the Sun, | say, here cones
the Sun. . . It's alright.

SHE HUM5, SM LES. ROLLS HER EYES. LOCKS STRAI GHT | NTO
CAMERA, SHRUGS.

FADE OUT.
END OF SHOW
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