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COLD OPEN

SFX over dark screen: W hear the sounds of two young boys
at pl ay.

YOUNG LARRY (V. O
Qui ckly! To the supercar

YOUNG RUSS (V. O
Atom c batteries are onlinel Let’'s
nove out!

They nmake the sound of car noises as they run.

YOUNG RUSS (V. O CONT’ D)
Don't let "emget away! They turned
into that alley!

They nmake nore sounds of a car decel erating, a scream ng of
tires. Now we hear the heavy sounds of the boys running,
breathl ess - getting closer. THEN

TI TLES on dark screen: 'A LONG TI ME AGO I N A NEI GHBORHOOD
NEARBY’

A DI SSOLVE & then: ’1999 - CLAY COUNTY, LOQU SI ANA
FADE | N ON

EXT. SHORT & KERLEY' S COCKI E FACTORY - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

The outside of a factory. An ornate sign over the frontage
reads "Short & Kerley's Fanpbus Cooki es(Est.1932)". A sign by
the reception door says "NOWH R NG "

A low brick wall" outside on the street. The two boys, 10yo
LARRY BURMAN. and his friend RUSS ROBBINS are crouched on the
sidewal k at_the open gate, both in masks. They are wearing
beach towel s for capes.

YOUNG LARRY
kay, they're hiding out in this
factory.

YOUNG RUSS

|’ve got a gun! (He has a pistol
sized stick and makes firing
sounds)

YOUNG LARRY
No guns, Russ! Superheroes don’'t
need guns. (He grabs the stick and
throws it on the sidewal k).



YOUNG RUSS
Okay then, what’'s the plan?

CLOSE UP: A sneakered foot crushes the discarded stick and
breaks it. W PULL BACK to see three nean | ooking kids,
about the sanme age as Larry and Russ.

BULLY #1
| got a plan for you dorks. W beat
your asses and then you run hone
and cry to your nomm es.

YOUNG LARRY
You're not allowed to bully us.
Princi pal Mcd uskey said.

BULLY #2
(Mocki ngl y)
Princi pal McC uskey said. Aww,
you' re not gonna rat on us agai n;
are you Burman?

BULLY #1
Cnon - let’s bash 'enl

The bullies nob the pair, tearing off Larry’s mask.

YOUNG LARRY
Run, Russ. .. RUN!

Larry and Russ break away and run for their |ives, pursued
by the three bullies. Russ, the shorter of the two boys,
| oses his towel cape in the process.

BULLY #1
(Yelling in distance)
You' d better run, you LOSERS!

The sidewal k is peaceful again, and we PULL BACK to reveal
Larry’s mask lying by the factory gate where it fell

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. SHORT & KERLEY' S COCKI E FACTORY - PRESENT DAY

The sanme POV outside of the factory. The ornate sign over
the frontage is | ooki ng weat her-beaten. A sign by the door
now says "NO VACANCI ES'. The cars in the parking lot are
newer, but the scene is sonehow tired and jaded.



I NT. SHORT & KERLEY' S COCOKI E FACTORY - CONTI NUQUS

A featurel ess, hunorless production |line manned by
featurel ess, hunorless enployees in white coats and
hai rnets. W see a grown-up LARRY BURMAN and RUSS ROBBI NS
norosely sorting cookie packets at a conveyor belt.

RUSS
Have you ever asked yoursel f what
they' re fanous for?

LARRY
Huh?

RUSS
The nane of the place we’ve been
working in for the past 5 years.
"Short & Kerley’'s Fanpbus Cooki es”

LARRY
Yeah, so0?

RUSS
So. . what made them fanmous? How does
a cooki e becone fanpus?

LARRY
|’ ve never really thought about it.
Hey Shirley. <how did the cookies
becone fanpus?

A tired | ooki ng waman near by responds w t hout | ooking up.

SHI RLEY
What ?

LARRY
Short and Kerl ey’ s Fanpbus Cookies -
how di d they becone fanous? Wat
did they do? | mean did they
di scover penicillin? O abolish
sl avery? Wat ?

SHI RLEY
| never thought about it, to be
honest. They don’t pay nme enough.

Unbeknown to them ERN E SHORT (ol d, distinguished) and his
adm n manager EVELYN (dour, hawkeyed) have been touring the
production |ine and appear behind them



ERNI E SHORT
Somet hi ng going on that | shoul d
know about, fellas?

LARRY
Oh, hi Mster Short. No problens.
We were umm . just wondering about
t he cooki es.

ERNI E SHORT
What about the cooki es?
RUSS
What exactly made them fanous?
ERNI E SHORT
Hrmm? What ?
LARRY

"Short & Kerley's Fanpbus Cooki es"
W were wondering - how did they
actual Iy becone fanous?

The ot her workers notice the exchange with vague curiosity.

ERNI E SHORT

(O f the workers gl ances)
Gat her around here w |l you? | want
you all to hear this.

(Addr essing the crowd)
"1l tell_you how t hey becane
f anobus, <son. The year was 1943 and
Eur ope was engul fed in war. The 8th
Air Force - the Mghty Eighth -
were flying American bonbers over

Nazi Ger many.
LARRY
(To Russ)
Happy you asked now, fool?
ERNI E SHORT
VWell, no sooner were those brave

| ads airborne and in formation,
they would pull out their Short &
Kerley’s and share them around with
their crewmates. It becane a
ritual - a confort in tinmes of
danger. Eventually when supplies
ran out, those bonber crews
protested. Mjor General Carl
Spaat z personally nade a cal

st at esi de denmandi ng an

( MORE)



ERNI E SHORT (cont’d)
uni nterrupted supply of Short &
Kerley's for his nen. THAT is how
t hey becane fanous.

There are murmurs of quiet approval fromthe workers.

RUSS
(To Larry)
Do you think that was Karl from
school he was tal king about?

LARRY
VWhat ?

RUSS
Karl Spadz. The kid who ate crayons
and got the runs in gymin the
third grade. Renenber? Everybody
used to make fun of him Spazzy
Spadz?

LARRY
Oh yeah. . Spazzy Spadz: Well, it’'s
good to know he made sonet hi ng of
hi nsel f. Conmmander: of the US Ei ghth
Air Force, no |ess:

ERNI E- SHORT
(Heari ng the pair whispering)
You two in the back. Wiat are you
sayi ng back there fellas? Sonething
you want to share with the rest of
us?

RUSS
Ch, we..err, we knew Karl Spadz in
primary school, M ster Short.

ERNI E SHORT
You two went to school with Mjor
Ceneral Carl Spaatz? The commander
of the US Eight Air Force in the
Second World War? Are you gentl enen
serious?

LARRY
Yeah, he ate crayons and got
expl osive diarrhea in the schoo

gym



ERNI E SHORT
Is this some sort of a joke?

RUSS
Wll, Geg Del Vecchio didn’t think
it was a j oke!

ERNI E SHORT
VWhat ?!

LARRY
Greg Del Vecchio, sir. He was
standi ng under the rope when Spazzy
umm . expl oded. . di arr hea-| ey.

ERNI E SHORT
What are your nanes, you two?

LARRY
Larry Burman, sir

RUSS
And unmmm . Russ. Russ Robbi ns,
M ster Short, sir.

ERNI E SHORT
Bur man and Robbins: 1”11 renmenber
you two. Every.time | |ook at the

ni ght sky and see a full noon.
(Muttered to Evel yn)
Pair of damm lwunati cs.

LARRY
K, well, thank you M ster Short!

RUSS
Thank you, sir!

ERNI E SHORT
Ri ght, people..let’s get back to
wor k. Renenber, we’'re facing hard
econom c tines. And in the hard
tinmes..

The gathered workers finish the notto with Ernie Short.

ERNI E SHORT
..every crunb counts.

Evel yn sidles up alongside Ernie Short with her clipboard.



ERNI E SHORT
Every crunb counts, people. Now
let’s get to work and make Short
and Kerl ey’s fanpbus agai n.

The process workers return to their stations.

ERNI E SHORT
Evel yn, add those two jokers to the
list. Do you have their nanes?

EVELYN
Yes sir, | do. Larry Burman. And
Russ Robbi ns.

ERNI E SHORT
Bur man and Robbi ns. Snartass fool's.

MJSI C CUE: "Bl ockbuster" - Sweet
OVER MONTAGE

Larry and Russ are sacked. Taking their things out of the
factory and packing themin their old car. Cocking off for
the last tinme, watched by stern old Evel yn who gives a

si deways nod to Ernie Short who is seated in his office.
Ernie nods with a satisfied grinace.
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I NT. BI RD CAVE - DAY

There is an opening cut into the wall at the back of the
cave - 2 netallic poles stand in the recess. They | ook oddly
out of place against the rock. Russ gazes up into the cavity
where the polished pol es di sappear upwards i nto darkness.

RUSS
Wbah, check it out - stripper’s
pol es!

Where do you suppose they go to?

LARRY
| dunno..maybe the county fire
station?

RUSS

Si nce when do firenen dress |ike
the Vill age Peopl e?



Russ points to a glass wall ed display cabinet that has
illumnated itself to one side of the pole recess. It seens
to be a spandex and carbon-fiber 'battle arnor’ costume with
a stylized "R' on one breast.

LARRY
Holy crap, there’s one over here
t 00.
A second cabinet has illumnated next to Larry, on the other

side of the recess. Made fromthe sane material, the suit
resenbl es a dark, foreboding wi nged creature. Larry steps
back to viewit. As he does, a systemof floor and ceiling
lights illum nate across the cave, revealing arrays of
conputer consol es and equi pnment panel s.

LARRY
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Russ.. l-ook.

A form dabl e | ooking high-tech black vehicle is parked in
the central area. Hul king, om nous. Emtting a foreboding
low hum it’s nmetallic surfaces reflect the light from
mul ti pl e consol es which have steadily sprung to life.

RUSS
No shit..this nust be Area 52.

They cautiously approach.-the car and touch it gingerly.

RUSS ('CONT" D)
Look at this thing. It’s beautiful.

LARRY
Get in - it’s open.

I nside the car’s cockpit the dashboard is a confusing array
of switches, screens and controllers. They all light up
automati cally; sensing sonmeone has entered the vehicle. One
panel has a bank of buttons, each with a synmbol on it.

RUSS
Wvahhhh!

LARRY

Qooh, so what have we got here?

(Looki ng at odd synbol s)
Pair of shorts..some sort of
cloud..oil can..sonething that
| ooks like trousers or capri pants.
Jesus, there’s a lot of nen's
apparel type buttons here.



RUSS
Ht that one that | ooks |like a
duck.

He hits the "Duck"” button and suddenly the roof |owers.

LARRY / RUSS
(Ducking to avoid the roof)
DUCK! / DUCK!

Carefully, Larry pushes the button again and the roof raises
to it’s original position.

LARRY
Whew, OK. Let’'s try this other
panel . Right.."Sprinkler"

He pushes the "Sprinkler” button and nmachine guns fire
t hrough the radiator grille.

RUSS
Weapon.

LARRY
"Mushr oont

He pushes the "Mishroom button and snoke bonbs rel ease.

RUSS
Weapon.

LARRY
“lcicle"

He pushes the "lcicle" button and flares fire from tubes
behi nd the cockpit.

RUSS
Weapon.

LARRY
" Snor kel "

He pushes the "Snorkel"” button and two snorkel -1ike
br eat hi ng masks drop down fromthe roof.

RUSS
(Wth a shrug)
Snor kel .

LARRY
" Paperclip"”



10.

He pushes the "Paperclip" button and rocket pods raise from
the | ower sides of each of the car’s doors.

RUSS
Jesus, Larry don’t push that again!

LARRY
Weapon. Holy crap, these guys had
seri ous anger managenent issues!
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