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EXT. FIRST DAY I N PRI SON - DAY

A prisoner transport vehicle just arrived at the gates of a
pri son. Each inmate cones out one by one in a line. The | ast
person to cone out is Erica WIlls; a tall and curvy 34-year-
ol d caucasi an woman. She has | usci ous and wavy brown hair
tied in alow ponytail. Erica is wal king confidently and
avoi di ng showi ng any sign of nervousness. Sonme of the new
girls are nervous, one is already crying. Once inside, the

i nmat e processing starts.

| NT. MEETI NG CELLNMATE - NI GHT

It's Erica's first night in the cell, she washes her face
before going to bed. Her new cell mate has been wat chi ng her
closely but hasn't uttered a word. Erica is avoiding any eye
contact. She clinbs up to get to her bed, it creaks. The
silence fills the roombut the tension is |Ioud and clear.

CELLMATE

( Chuckl es)
Grl if we're gonna be cellnmates for a
long tine, you can't ignore ne. W're
stuck inthis little roomfor a |ong
time. | think it"s in our best
interest to get acquainted and avoid
t he awkwar dness. How about | go first?
"' m Ceecee, been in this hellhole for
5 years. Don't ask ne why |'min here
t hough, | don't know you like that.
Maybe once we get to know each ot her

or you piss nme off, it'll come out.
Your turn.

ERI CA
|"'mErica. That's all you need to
know, and | like ny privacy as well so
don't ask.

CEECEE
Qooooh. .. white girl has sone

attitude. That's good girl, especially
in here. Be careful how much you use
it though, it mght get you in trouble
you don't want to be in. You want to
make nore friends than enem es. So
anyway, | need to set sone ground
rules in here. Nunmber one, don't touch
anything that's not yours. Don't
overstep your boundaries. Don't ever

t hi nk of disrespecting nme or your ass



is hanging up on that wall. Basically,
m nd your business, be respectful and
we'll be the best of room es. How s
t hat ?

ERI CA
CGot cha

CEECEE

(chuckl es)

| think you'll do just fine in here
white girl.

Ericarolls over to the other side and faces the wall.

CEECEE
You know i f you ever want to talk
about why you're in here though, |I'm
all ears. It can get boring in here,
need sonething juicy. Don't worry, |I'm
not the gossiping type. It can be our
little secret.

Erica is in deep thoughts as she stares at the blank wall.
She goes back in tine.

BEG N FLASHBACK:
EXT. UNDERGROUND PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

Ericais walking in a dimy |lit underground parking |ot.
Wearing a chic business suit, with some high heels. Erica is
one of the last people to |leave the building. The only sound
that is heard is the click of her heels. Once she gets to her
car, she looks in her purse to get the keys, she unlocks and
gets in. Erica places her docunents on the passenger seat,
she gets a text. She grabs her phone to read it, it says.

"Hurry up before dinner gets cold, | mss you."

The text puts a smle on her face, she puts it away and
starts the car. She turns around, right before she could
scream she is put on a chokehold. The intruder is sitting

ri ght behind her, they have a face mask on. She tries to bite
them but they won't let go. As her left hand is trying to
fight off the person, she uses her right to go into her purse
to find sonmething. She finally grabs it, it's a gun. She
tries to point it towards them but the chokehold won't |et
her. She accidentally shoots inside the car. The intruder

| ets go of her neck and runs away. Erica conmes out of the car
still holding her gun, |ooking furious.



ERI CA
Go and get your own noney you scunbag!

She gets back in the car and drives off.
| NT. ERI CA'S HOVE/ DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Erica is driving hone, she enters the driveway. The sound of

| aughter fromthe inside puts a smle on her face despite the
horrific incident that just happened. Erica and her famly
are doing good for thenselves, they live in a nice suburban
three-story house in Atlanta. She enters the house and is
greeted by her daughter Keisha, a six years old with a bubbly
personality.

KElI SHA
H nmomy!
ERI CA
Hel lo my princess! How are you?
KElI SHA
Good!
Dante is the oldest, a tall, skinny sixteen year old wth a

big afro and a heartwarm ng smle.

DANTE
Hey Ma.

He hugs hi s not her.

ERI CA
Hi honey, can you take this upstairs?

Dante grabs his nonther's purse.

KElI SHA
H rmomy!

ERI CA
H sweetie! How was school ?

KEI SHA
Good! Did you bring me candy?

ERI CA
No, we're about to have dinner. You
had enough candy | ast night, unless
you want to visit the dentist again.



KEI SHA
No, thanks.

ERI CA
Come on, go get washed up for dinner.

Erica's husband is Adam WIls, a nuscular, tall and handsone
bl ack man. His white t-shirt showi ng off his nuscular figure
is a sight to see for Erica. She adm res her husband cooking
and can't take her eyes off him They share a ki ss.

ADAM
Hey Baby! How was wor k?
ERI CA
Dreadful, it seens |like there can

never be enough hours in the day. Just
glad | have a great husband who can
cook a nice dinner for us when |I'm

| at e.

ADAM
Yes you are |lucky, can't deny that.
Cone here babe.

They ki ss agai n.

ERI CA

| ' m gonna go change.
ADAM

Ckay. I'Il set the table.

Erica goes to their bedroomas Adam starts to put the table
together. The kids conme and help their father. Erica returns
to see everyone al ready seated and waiting for her. She sits
next to her husband.

ADAM
Ckay, who's gonna say grace tonight?

KElI SHA
['I] doit!! Me ne nel

ERI CA
kaay... go ahead, sweetie.

KEI SHA
Dear Heavenly father, thank you for
this food. We thank you for everything
we have. AMEN



They all say AMEN together. Erica hel ps Keisha put sone food
on her plate as everyone passes around the dishes.

EXT. KEISHA' S SCHOOL - DAY

The follow ng norning, Erica is driving her daughter to
school very early in the norning. She is sipping sone coffee
while listening to the news on the radio. They arrive, she
parks in the drop-off section.

ERI CA
Ckay honey, nmake sure you grab
everyt hi ng.

KEI SHA
| got it, nonmy.

ERI CA
What about your science project?

KEI SHA
Mom that was |ast week, | already
turned it in.

ERI CA
Right.... Okay baby, have a good day
okay? Your daddy will pick you up
later I have a | ot of neetings today.

KElI SHA
kay.

ERI CA
G ve nommy a ki ss.

Kei sha ki sses her nom on the cheek and grabs her backpack.
She joins a friend who has been waiting for her by the
entrance of the school. They enter together as her nother
wat ches t hem wal k away.

| NT. ERI CA' S FOUNDATI ON- DAY

Erica is the first person to arrive at work. She is the
founder and owner of her foundation "Circle of Angels". The

| obby of the building is filled with wall photos of past
events of the foundation. There is another section with
phot ogr aphs of teenage girls represented by the foundation,
under their photo is a paragraph of their story and

achi evenments. Erica | ooks proud of the work she is doing. She
enters her office, filled wwth chic decor and fl owers.



Later in the afternoon, the office is quite busy. Everyone is
on task, there is some cal mnusic playing on the sound
system A fewgirls walk in, they speak to the receptionist.
In the back, there is a conference roomwhere Erica is having
a neeting wwth a few staff nenbers.

ERI CA
So, | wanted to have anot her
brai nstorm ng neeting next week. |
have a few ideas | want to tal k about
in the outreach area. | feel like we
need to focus on that nore now that we
have nore capital. It's tinme we
brought in nore girls. and stuff |ike
that. Gna, if you would kindly set
that up and email it to nme, that would
be awesone.

G NA
CGot it.

ERI CA
Ckay, let's set that up. Add it to ny
cal endar and send it to ne. O her than
that, great job this week everyone.
Let's keep it pushing and I1'll see you
al | next week.

She | ooks at the clock, it's al nost seven. She puts her
| aptop in its case and gathers her things, she | eaves.

I NT. WLLS HOUSE - N GHT

Erica gets hone to an enpty house. The house is in order,
it's very quiet. She turns on the |ights

ERI CA
Adan? Kei sha? Dante? Anybody hone?

There is no response. She puts the groceries on the counter
and goes to check the kids roons. No one's there. She runs to
their master bedroomto find her husband. He's not there
either. On the bed she finds a note with a garnent bag | aying
next to it. She's intrigued, she reads the note.

" | dropped the kids off at ny nons, they're spending the
night. Meet ne at the little restaurant you' ve been dying to
try, I'l'l be waiting for you. See you soon Gorgeous. Kisses."

She is excited, her face turns into a bright smle. She
starts taking off her clothes. She takes a shower.



I NT. | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Erica has arrived at the restaurant. Erica is | ooking
beautifully elegant with a red tight dress and her wavy hair
ook with a few bracelets to finish their | ook

ERI CA
| can't believe you actually
remenbered that | wanted to try this
restaurant. | didn't think you were
I i stening.

ADAM
Most of the tinme. Plus | know work has
been ki cking your ass lately so |
wanted to take your mnd off.

ERI CA
Qoh.. you're the sweetest, if we
weren't in public, 1'd do you right
now.

ADAM

That never stopped you before.

ERI CA
Don't tenpt ne.

They bot h | augh.

ADAMY
You | ook amazing, |I'ma |ucky man.

ERI CA
You know you got ne right? you can
stop buttering nme up.

ADAM
That doesn't nmean | can't appreciate
my wife fromtinme to tine.

ERI CA
You got a point there. No such thing
as too nmuch appreciation.

ADAM
| propose a toast, to how far we have
conme and the journey ahead.

They toast.



ERI CA
Thank you for choosing ne.

Adam has a forced smle, they kiss.
EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

It's a nice spring afternoon, school is over. Kids are
getting in school buses while others wait for their rides.
Erica finally arrives at the school, she is talking on the
phone. She parks in the pickup | ane and starts to | ook for
her daughter. It's hard to find her as there are a | ot of
ki ds running around and ot hers pl ayi ng.

ERI CA
Hey Terry, let nme call you back. I'm
pi cki ng up Kei sha.

She hangs up the phone to concentrate on | ooking for her,
after a few seconds of scanning through the crowd, she
notices her. She is shocked to see her talking to soneone
who's not a kid. It's a wonan with a black veil on and
sungl asses, hard to identify her.

ERI CA
Kei sha!

Kei sha turns back, realizing it's her nomshe smles. Keisha
waves goodbye at the woman while wal king to her nonms car,
she waves back. Keisha runs to the car as her nother and the
worman wat ch her. Kei sha hugs her nom and junps in the
backseat. They drive off.

ERI CA
Kei sha who was that person you were
tal king to?

KElI SHA
She vol unteers at our school. She's
really nice too.

ERI CA
Wiy was she tal king to you?

KEI SHA
| dropped ny book, she returned it to
ne.

ERI CA
| s she a teacher?



KEI SHA
No. She was just standi ng outside.

ERI CA
Ah okay. Want to go get sone ice
creanf

KEI SHA
Yes, please!

ERI CA
Alright, we're going on an ice cream
date then

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD WALK - DAY

Dante is

Both his

wal ki ng home with his friends after school.

DANTE
So what are y'all doing this weekend?
FRI END #1
I'"mgoing to the mall, need sone new
ki cks.
DANTE

| " m ki nda broke right now

FRI END #1
Doesn't your dad give you an
al | owance?

DANTE
| don't want noney | didn't earn
anynore, that's not ne.

FRI END #2
Oh really! So what's your plan?

DANTE
| m ght get a job.

friends | augh.

DANTE
What's so funny?

FRI END #1
You know your privileged ass knows
not hi ng about work.



DANTE
And you do Quincy?
QUI NCY
Boy, |'ve been working since | was

five, you don't know what you're
tal ki ng about.

FRI END #2

No seriously what's this about?
DANTE

| feel guilty every tinme ny dad gives

me noney, | know | don't deserve it.
FRI END #2

I f you want a job, | can hook you up.
QUI NCY

Man, Dante don't know anythi ng about
flipping some damm burgers. He
woul dn't last a day at your job.

DANTE
Yes, | can. Wat's so hard about
maki ng sure the burgers aren't burnt?

QUI NCY
Yeah alright, you will go crawing
back to daddy's noney in a week. |
prom se you that.

DANTE
You just watch. So Junior are you
hooki ng me up or what?

JUNI OR
Yeah, 1'll ask ny manager if there's
an open position.

DANTE
Thanks, bro.

QUI NCY
Wiy do you want to start in a burger
j oi nt anyways? |'m sure your dad can
hook you up with sonething better.

DANTE
| don't need ny dad to help ne get a
job, I got this.

10.



QUI NCY
Yeah right, | give this a week.

JUNI OR
Let's go get a Slurpee at the gas
station, It's hot out here.

They keep wal ki ng.
| NT. WLLS HOUSE/ OFFICE - NI GHT

Later that night, Erica is in her office which is |ocated
downstairs. She is very concentrated on her work. Soneone
knocks on the door.

ERI CA
Come i n!

It's Adam he's bringing her a sandwi ch and sone snacks.

ADAM
| thought you needed a quick break and
sone conpany.

ERI CA
You read ny mnd, | needed a quick
distraction. |I'mstonped in here.
ADAM

Here, a turkey sandw ch, sonme orange
juice, and fruits.

ERI CA
Thank you, honey.

He ki sses her and sits down.

ADAM
So what's up? What are you worki ng on?

ERI CA
| m prepping for our brainstormng
session this comng week. | think it's
time we expanded our services and
brought in nore girls.

ADAM
That's good! You've been tal king about
it for awhile, I"'msure that's a



great acconplishnent for the
f oundati on.

ERI CA
Yeah definitely, |'ve been putting it
off for too long. It's tinme to nmake
t he junp.

ADAM
You'll do great honey. | know once you
commt to sonething, you go all the
way. So let's tal k about sonething
el se than work since you wanted a
di stracti on.

ERI CA
Yeah, actually | wanted to ask you
what do you think about home school ?

ADAM
What do you nmean?

ERI CA
| don't know, |'ve been giving it sone
t hought, maybe we should ook into it.
| just feel like it's nore manageabl e
and saves sone tinme, nostly for ne |
guess.

ADAM
What, you want to honeschool the kids?
D d sonet hi ng happen?

ERI CA
No, | was just looking into it a few
m nutes ago and wanted to bounce it
off to you. It's hard for nme to pick
up Keisha every day and | know your
schedul e i s always changing so | can't
rely on that.

ADAM
| nmean | sell houses babe, it's not
like I"'mstuck at a nine to five and
need perm ssion to |leave. It was just
one time | was an hour |ate, you can't
hold on to that forever. O is there
sonet hi ng el se?

ERI CA
Today when | went to pick up Keisha,

12.



she was talking to this woman | never
saw before. | couldn't even see her
face because her head was covered and
was wearing glasses. It was kind of
weird. She kept staring at us till we
left. I can't stop thinking about it.
| have a bad feeling about her.

ADAM
You know how Kei sha is though, she's
friendly with everyone. She's not an
introvert |ike you.

ERI CA
You know ny instincts, nost of the
time they're right.

ADAM
| think you're reading too nmuch into
it.

ERI CA
| just want ny kids to be safe,
especially when they're out of ny
si ght .

ADAM
So you don't think she's not safe
because a possi bly Mislimwonan was
having a friendly conversation with
her? That doesn't sound right.

ERI CA
You know very well that's not what |
mean. It was just an odd situation
that's all.

ADAM
Rel ax babe. You're stressing yourself
over for nothing. Well, |I'm gonna

| eave and take a shower. You're
wel come to join ne.

ERI CA

So will you give it some thought?
ADAM

Yeah, |1'Il give it sone thought. But

we have to ask the kids first.



14.

ERI CA
Okay, I'lIl be up in a few

ADAM
Cool .

| NT. SHOPPI NG MALL - DAY

Sunday is famly outing for the Wlls famly, their activity
for the day is a shopping spree. Everyone is dressed
casually, even Erica. They enter a kids store.

ERI CA
We need to get sone shorts and sandal s
for Kei sha.

ADAM
Yeah, | doubt that's all we're
getting.

ERI CA

Not today! | already know what |'m
getting. No shopping spree.

ADAM
Mhnmmm

Erica starts looking in the girls area as Adam and the kids
| ook at the toys. Dante | ooks like he is lost in his own

t houghts. He seens distracted. Hi s father notices, he
approaches him

ADAM

See sonmething you |ike?
DANTE

Dad, |'m si xteen.
ADAM

Ri ght, so what's up with you? Usually,
you | ove when we go shoppi ng?

DANTE
| do. | just hate when you're the one
who pays for what | choose.

ADAM
Wiy not? You're ny son. | think I have
a right to buy you things.



DANTE
It's no that. | always conme to you
guys to ask you for noney and
everything else. | don't want to do
that anynore. | want to start earning
things for nyself.

ADAM
We do pay you when you do chores at
hone.

DANTE
| nmean like getting a job.

ADAM
A job? Way do you need a job at your
age?

DANTE
| want to know the real world out
t here dad, the neaning of hard work. |
feel like you guys shield me fromit.

ADAM
Maybe because you're not ready for the
real world, you don't know a thing
about how hard it is out there.

DANTE
That's what |'mtrying to find out,
|"mready to go out there and find ny
own way.

ADAM
| don't think you're ready for it.
You' re about to graduate, why not
focus on getting good grades?. No, |
won't allow that.

DANTE

(sarcastic chuckl e)
Look, dad, I"'mnot a kid anynore. |I'm
al nost an adult, | just wanted to |et
you know. | don't think I need your
perm ssion. | actually thought you'd
be happy to hear sonmething |like this,
that your son wants to be nore
i ndependent and be responsible. | was
wWr ong.

15.



16.

ADAM
Dante, it's not that. I'mglad you
want to start a new chapter in your
life and | earn the value of work. |
just feel like you're doing it for the
W ong reasons.

DANTE
How?

ADAM
| know what you're doing. You feel
guilty. You feel guilty because you
have a lavish lifestyle and you feel
bad for having nore than your friends.
You think you' re m ssing out.

DANTE
| aml My friends call nme a rich
spoi l ed privileged boy. Do you know
how t hat nakes ne feel ?

ADAM
So you want a job so you can fit in
nor e?

DANTE
No, | want a job because | want to be
able to say to nyself... | did this on

my omn. | didn't ask for help, for
once inny life.l know you're ny
parents and you want to protect ne,
sonetinmes | feel like you protect ne
fromthings that will benefit ne and
help me grow. That's not fair to ne.

Dante wal ks away. Erica conmes pushing a cart full of clothes.

ADAM
Sonme shorts and sandal s huh?

ERI CA
Don't judge ne.

EXT. WLLS HOUSE DRI VEWAY - NI GHT

After a fun famly day, the WIlls famly are headi ng back
home late at night. The back of the car is filled with
shoppi ng bags that there is barely any space for the kids to
nove.



17.

ERI CA
So did you guys have fun?

KEI SHA
YES!

Keisha is the only one to respond, Dante stays quiet.
ERI CA

Are you okay Dante? You seem awful |y
qui et today. | thought you | oved

shoppi ng.
DANTE
I|"mfine. Just tired.
ERI CA
Ckaaay. Well 1'm gonna order sone take
out and we'll just be lazy for the

rest of the night.

ADAM
Sounds great to ne.

Al'l of a sudden, a firetruck passes them by at full speed.
They drive behind the firetruck, they are going the sane way.
After they turn a corner, they are shocked at the viewin
front of them Two firetrucks are blocking the road, there
are police cars and an anbul ance. They drive a little cl oser.
They are a bit far fromwhere the incident is happening to
see whi ch house is burning.

ERI CA
Honey, | don't think we should go
further, we have the kids.

ADAM
We need to make sure our house is
okay, let nme pull over here and you
stay in here with the kids. I'll go
check.

He pulls to the side, turns off the car, and gets out. O her
nei ghbors are wal king closer to take a | ook at the dramatic
scenery. AS he gets closer, one nei ghbor notices him He
calls out to himfranctically.

NElI GHBOR #2
Adan? Adam Where have you been?



18.

ADAM
Martin! What i s happeni ng?

MARTI N
So you don't know?

ADAM
Know what ?

MARTI N
Adam your house is the one that's on
fire! I called you and Erica a
t housand tinmes. Kept going straight to
voi cemai | .

ERI CA
Oh My God!!

Adam had not realized his wife followed himand left the kids
in the car. They start running towards their house. A
firefighter tries to stop them but they run through him

Their faces drop as they see the state of what's |eft of
their beautiful hone. Erica can barely breathe as her husband
tries to keep his conposure in front of the crowd. Erica gets
di zzy, Adam catches her.

ADAM
Honey.. honey... are you okay?

ERI CA
| can't take this Adam What the hel
i s going on!

ADAM
Conme on babe, you need to sit down.

ERI CA
How do you expect ne to sit down? Do
you not see what is going on in front
of us? Everything we built, gone... in
the blink of an eye. Don't you tell ne
to cal m down!

ADAM
Come here.

He pulls her closer and hugs her. They watch in despair the
house just crunbles to the ground. Their kids conme to join
them It's a sad famly nonent. They have a fam |y hug.



19.

| NT. ADAMS PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

After the devastating night of losing their hone, the WIls
famly is staying at Adam s parents. They have taken the two
bedroons in the basenent. The kids are watching sone cartoons
as their parents are having a conversation in the room

ERI CA
We need to start | ooking for houses

ADAM
| think we should wait a bit.

ERI CA
| can't stay at your parents too |ong
Adam you know they don't |ike ne.

ADAM
That was years ago.

ERI CA
| s that why she keeps avoiding ne like
a plague? Anyways, like | said... we

have to find a new place. The kids
need to feel sonme sort of nornmacy
after all this. So do I.

ADAM
"Il start | ooking tonorrow.

ERI CA
| can't stop going through what | did
yesterday and every nove | nmade.
can't renmenber every single detail, we
left in such a hurry and the kids were
driving ne crazy.

ADAM
Babe, it's fine, stop overworking
your sel f over not hi ng.

ERI CA
... | just can't stand another
incident being ny fault. Did we cook
before we left for the mall?

ADAM
No, we didn't honey, we ate out. Lokk
we' |l get sone answers don't worry. W

need to handle the big priorities,
li ke clothes. W need a few cl ot hes at



20.

| east, toiletries and the basics.

ERI CA
Gve ne the card, 1'Il get themright
now. A great excuse to |leave this

house.

Adam pull's out his wallet and gives her the card. She grabs
her purse and | eaves.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Adam just arrived at a coffee place, he parks his car right
in front and enters. He | ooks at the seated custoners trying
to find the person he was neeting there. In the back he sees
a hand waving at him it's his friend Mark. Adam nakes his
way to join his friend, it's rush hour so it's very crowded.
There's a coffee waiting for himat the table.

ADAM
What's up man?

MARK
Late as al ways huh?

ADAM
| was wat ching the kids.

MARK
|'ve heard that one before.

ADAM
Vell, this tinme | was.

MARK
| heard about the house, just want to
tell you we're here if you need
anything. | mean that,you can stay at
our house while you find a new pl ace.

ADAM
| appreciate it. We're staying at ny
parents for now. Erica is on ny ass
t hough, she hates it there.

MARK
Mot her in | aw i ssues huh? Been there.

ADAM
That's why we need to get out of there
before she kills me.



21.

MARK
well I "Il let you knowif | find
anyt hi ng.

ADAM

Thank you man, that would help a |ot.
| NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT OFFI CE - DAY

Dante is sitting in a small office in the back of a fast-food
place. It is the day of his interview and he seens pretty
nervous. He keeps | ooking through the tiny creek of the door
wat chi ng how t he enpl oyees are rushing and getting the orders
ready. Waiting for the interviewer is nmaking himeven nore
anxi ous. The door opens and a manager cones in.

| NTERVI EVEER
Dant e?

DANTE
Yes that's ne.

| NTERVI EVER
H, |I'mJacob, |I'mthe Manager. 1'1|
be interview ng you today.

DANTE
Ni ce to neet you.

JACOB
Have a seat.

DANTE
Thank you.

He sits down.
JACOB

So before we start | would |like to apologize, this will be a
short interview W're short staffed today so | have to go
hel p them

DANTE
No probl em

JACOB
| don't think I received your resune
so can you tell ne what was your
previ ous work experience?



DANTE
To be conpletely honest with you, |
don't have that nmuch experience. This

is ny first job interview. I'"'ma hard
wor ker though, | learn fast.
JACOB

Okay. So why did you choose to start
in the fast-food busi ness?

DANTE
| feel like this would be a great
pl ace to start learning work skills
and learn the fundanentals of a good
work ethic and working with a team |
know | can build nmy foundation by
having direct contact with the
cust oners.

JACOB
That's great! So what would you say
are your weaknesses and strengths?

DANTE
I would say ny strength is the spirit
of never giving up, tinme managenent,
creativity and consistency. My
weakness woul d be that | don't have
much experience in working with a
team If | amoffered this job, it
woul d be an opportunity to inprove
that skill.

JACOB
When woul d you be available to start?
DANTE
As soon as you need ne to, | am al
yours.
JACOB

Perfect, can you rem nd ne who was
your reference?

DANTE
Juni or Herrera.

JACOB
Got it! Ckay M WIIs, thank you very
much for your tine. Like |I said, |
apol ogi ze for such a short interview

22.
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W wll be in contact soon, we have a
few nore interviews for the day but
we'll give you a call if you are hired
no |ater than the end of the week.

Dante gets up to give hima handshake.

DANTE
Thank you Sir, have a good day.
JACOB
You t oo.
He | eaves.

EXT. GRANDVAS BACKYARD - DAY

Wth Erica at work and Adam neeting his buddy, the kids are
staying with their grandma; Lucie. Adam has invited his
friends Junior and Quincy over for sone video ganes as Kei sha
is hanging out in the backyard with Lucie. Spring is here so
they are planting flowers in the garden. This is a team
effort, Keisha is making tiny holes while Lucie plants the
seeds.

KEI SHA
Are we gonna see the flowers next week
G andma?

LUCI E

No sweetie, it takes a while for the
plants to grow. You need to have a
little patience.

KEl SHA
VWat if we water thema |lot?

LUCI E
No, that would be bad for the plants
because you woul d drown them They
need sone air and tinme to becone
beauti ful colorful flowers.

KEI SHA
But | hate waiting!

LUCI E
You're just |ike your nother! How
about | go inside and get us sonething
to drink and sone snacks? Can you be
pati ent about that?
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KEI SHA
yes!
LUCI E
Al right, keep maeking those holes and
"1l be back.
KEI SHA
kay.

Luci e takes off her gloves and runs to the kitchen. She takes
out sone fresh |l enonade in the fridge and grabs sone snacks
fromthe pantry. She goes downstairs to check on the boys.

LUCI E
Are you guys doing alright?
DANTE
Yes G andma
LUCI E
You all hungry?
JUNI OR
| could eat.
QUI NCY
Me t oo.
DANTE
We ate an hour ago! They're fine
G andna.
QUI NCY
Unhh... are you in ny stonach?
LUCI E
Well, there are sonme snacks | left on
the countertop, you' re welcone to grab
sone.
QUI NCY
Thank you Ms WI| s!
LUCI E
Ch, you're so welcone, I'll be in the

backyard if you need anything. But
boys, pl ease keep this place clean.
Especially you Dante.
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DANTE
Don't worry Grandma, |'Il nmake sure
everything stays in order.

Luci e heads back in the backyard to finish their little
project. She grabs the snacks, drinks, and heads outsi de.

LUCI E
Kei sha! Food's here. | got your
favorite snacks!

There is no response. She places the food on a patio table.

LUCI E
Kei sha! Are you com ng?

She | ooks around the house and goes back inside to check if
she went in while she was downstairs.

LUCI E
Kei sha! Kei shal

Now the only thing she can hear are the boys shouting in the
basenent. She starts pani cking. She opens the gate and goes
to search on the street.

LUCI E
Kei sha! Kei sha! Keisha... Oh ny Cod.

Dante and his friends cone out as well, trying to understand
what's goi ng on.

DANTE
Grandnma, why are you shouting Keisha's
name?

LUCI E

| can't find her!

DANTE
| thought she was with you

LUCI E
We were in the garden together, when
canme back after grabbing the snacks

she wasn't there! |I'mgonna kill that
little girl.

DANTE
She coul dn't have gone far! |'m gonna

go ask the neighbors.
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QUI NCY
We'll go with him

LUCI E
| " m gonna check the house agai n.

They all run in different directions to find Keisha, the boys
starts knocki ng on peopl e's doors asking. Lucie runs
frantically in every roomtrying to find her. After searching
as many areas as she could, she cones back out to see if
there is any hope outside. Dante and the boys cone back.

LUCI E
Anyt hi ng?

DANTE
Nobody saw her.

LUCI E
Oh ny God! Where the hell could she
be?

DANTE
| "' m gonna call nom and dad.

LUCI E
NO no no.. not yet. | don't want to
worry themuntil we're sure she's not
in the rea.

JUNI OR
Shoul dn't we call the police?

LUCI E
No, we have to look a little nore. Let
me go get ny jacket.

The boys start wal king further |ooking around. Lucie cones
back outside and takes her car to search for her
granddaughter. She nouths a prayer as she is driving in the
nei ghbor hood.

After some time, everyone has cone back inside. They are
allin despair, you can feel it in the silence. They don't
know t he next nove. Lucie is already enotional.

DANTE
"' m gonna call nom and dad.

He goes downst airs.
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QUI NCY
W' re gonna go out and | ook around
agai n.

LUCI E

Thank you, boys.

As Junior and Quincy get ready to head back out there,
sonmeone knocks on the door. Qunicy goes to open the door.
After he opens it, he stands there. Lucie is confused

LUCI E
VWho is it?

Qui ncy opens the door wider, it's Keisha. She | ooks as though
not hi ng happened. Keisha is holding a teddy bear in her
hands.

Lucie breaks with tears of joy, she grabs her granddaughter
and hugs her. She checks her to see if she was harned in any
way or anythi ng suspicious about her, Keisha is |ooking
confused. She hugs her again.

KElI SHA
What's wong Grandma? Were you crying?
LUCI E
Kei sha where were you? Where have you
been?
KElI SHA

| went for a wal k.

LUCI E
At this tinme? You know you can't go
out without letting us know

KElI SHA
Well, you were taking forever with the
snacks so | just left.

LUCI E

Kei sha, please don't ever scare us
i ke that again. Next time, you need
to |l et someone know first okay?

KEI SHA
kay, |'msorry.

LUCI E
It's alright.
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DANTE
No it's not Grandma, Do you know how
worried we were? W were about to cal
t he poli ce.

KEI SHA
But | was just walking in the
nei ghbor hood.

DANTE
D D VE KNOW THAT?

LUCI E
Hey hey hey.. that's enough. She
apol ogi zed, now |l et's nove on.

KEI SHA
(I ow pitched sad voice)
|"msorry. ...
Lucie gives her a warm hug. Dante still |ooks upset about al

t he pani cki ng Kei sha had caused. Dante notices what his
sister is holding in his hands.

DANTE
Where did you get that fron?
KEI SHA
It was a gift
LUCI E
From who?
KEI SHA

| made a friend at the park and she
gave ne the teddy bear.

LUCI E
Ckay you're on a roll today m ssy!
First you | eave the house on your own
and now you're accepting gifts from
strangers? | don't think your nother
will like this.

KEI SHA
It's my gift! 1'"mkeeping it.

She goes downstairs.
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| NT. KElI SHA ROOM - NI GHT

After a hectic evening has conme to an end, Adam and Erica are
now home. Everyone is getting ready to go to bed and end the
day. Erica cones into the guestroom where Keisha is staying.
Keisha is in bed playing with her iPad. They sit on the bed,
Erica grabs the tablet fromher and places it on the

ni ght st and.

KEI SHA
| al ready know what this is about.

ERI CA
Good, let's go straight to the point
t hen. \What happened today? How coul d
you do sonething |ike that Keisha?

KElI SHA
| just wanted to take a break from
hel pi ng grandna.

ADAM
But you know you're not allowed to go
anywhere w thout |etting soneone know
right?

KEI SHA
Yes. But | was just walking in the
nei ghbor hood. That's it.

ERI CA
Kei sha how many tinmes have we tal ked
about this?

KEl SHA
But 1'mnot a kid anynore! | can't go
for a wal k just around the house by
nysel f?

ERI CA

No, you can't. Especially not that
late. It's not safe out there baby, |
don't want you roam ng the streets
al one. We're very upset about this.

KEI SHA
But | came back right? Nothing
happened to ne.

ADAM
Baby | ook, we still have to know where



you are and who you're with. It is our
responsibility to keep you safe.

KEI SHA
| know, It's just boring here. | mss
our house. It doesn't feel |ike hone
her e.

ERI CA
| understand honey, | feel the sane

way too. We all mss hone but there's
not hing we can do. We're trying to
find anot her house. For now, you have
to be strong and patient okay? W'l
get through this. | prom se.

KEI SHA

What about our stuff? It's all gone.
ERI CA

W will buy new stuff, what nmatters is

that we're all together and safe.
We're trying our best to do our part
in maki ng sure you and Dante stay out
of harms way but you al so need to do
your part okay?

KEI SHA
Ckay.

ADAM
That's nmy girl.

Erica notices sonmething, she finds the teddy bear next to
Keisha, it's unfamliar.

ERI CA
Kei sha, where did you get this fronf

KEI SHA
A friend gave it to ne when | was at
the park. Can | keep it please pl ease,
pl ease?

ERI CA
Kei sha, you're bringing things from
strangers now?

KElI SHA
It was just a gift, | gave her ny
candy. Can | pl ease keep it?
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ERI CA
Ckay, only if you prom se to never do
sonething |ike this again.

KEl SHA
| promise. | wll always nmake sure you
know where |'m goi ng and never | eave
t he house when it's dark.

ERI CA
That's a deal, nowtine to sleep.

She ki sses her daughter goodni ght and Adam foll ows after her.
He turns off the light.

EXT. H GH SCHOCOL - DAY

School just ended, the halls are filled with students trying
to exit the building and get to the buses or their
transportation. It's very crowded, Dante is trying to nake
way through the crowd. He receives a phone call, it is

i npossible to hear with all the chaos going on so he wal ks
faster to exit. Once he is outside, he answers.

DANTE
Hel | 0?
JACOB (VO
H, is this Dante WI I s?
DANTE
Yes, that's ne.
JACOB (VO
This is Jacob, | interviewed you a few
days ago. | was calling to let you

know t hat you got the job.
Congr at ul ati ons.

DANTE
Are you serious? Oh thank you so nuch
Thank you!

JACOB (VO

You're very wel cone. When do you think
you can start?

DANTE
Whenever you'd like me to! |I'mready
to start today.
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JACOB (VO
kay, let's do this Thursday at two.
How s that sound?

DANTE
That sounds fantastic sir.

JACOB (VO
| just need you to stop by the day
before to grab your work cl othes and
name badge.

DANTE

Okay, | will be there on Wednesday.
JACOB (VO

Wel cone to the team Dante, |1'l|l see

you Thur sday.

DANTE
Thank you, Sir.

He hangs up the phone and does a quick happy cheer. Quincy
conmes from behind himand taps hi mon the shoul der.

QUI NCY

What you doing the Carlton dance for?
DANTE

| got the job! I start this week.
QUI NCY

Is that right? Just make sure you hook
me up fromtinme to tinme. Sone chicken
nuggi es, shakes, and all that.

DANTE
| haven't even started and you want
free food?

EXT. QUI NCY
Because you're ny nman. | would do the
sanme for you

DANTE
How about | try not to get fired first
and we' || talk about that |ater.

QUI NCY

That's what's up
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| NT. RESTAURAUNT - NI GHT

Adamis at a restaurant with sonme friends. They are toasting
and havi ng good conversati onS.

ADAM
When is this food comng, |I'm starved.

MALE #1
Damm dude, you act |ike you never get
fed by your wife. It's not a good | ook
| tell you.

ADAM
Man, shut up. Good thing ny wife is
not here to listen to this.

MALE #2
She probably got you on a sal ad di et
huh, | can see you are shedding the
dad bod. The shirts are starting to
fit again.

MALE #1
Nah man, he's sucking it in. He's
barely breathing right now Don't pass
out on us though, Erica would cuss us
out .

MALE #2
For real, white girl has sone spice
into her. The first time | talked to
her, | thought she was bl ack.

ADAM
Hey hey hey... My wife is a sweet
woman David. You guys just don't know
her that well. As for you Kenny,
bet ween nme and you; she is the
bl ackest white girl | ever net.

DAVI D
Why, because she knows a couple of rap
songs by heart? That nakes her bl ack
i nsi de? Conme on nman, you know how
i gnorant that sounds? Better keep your
dam voi ce down tal king that nonsense.

KENNY
Plus if she wanted to get to know us,
she woul d have nmade hersel f avail abl e.



| can count on ny hand how many tinmes
we tal ked. And you guys have been
marri ed for seventeen years now.

DAVI D
Now she has you acting all boujee on
us. W don't even go to our favorite
joint or get some tacos fromthe
streets |like we used to.

KENNY
Tell me about it, when he was still
with. ..

Kenny stops hinself before ending his sentence. It is an
awkward nonent. It is stopped by the waiter bringing the
food. He puts it on the table.

SERVER
Alright, here we go. W have the
bri sket, snmoked sal nobn, and the steak.
Enj oy guys!

ADAM
Thank you!.

They dig in. Adamis shoving food in his nouth, his two
friends are starring at him

KENNY
Damm man, you really don't get fed
huh?

DAVI D

Act |ike you got sonme manners danmt.
| NT. NEW HOUSE - DAY

Adam and Erica just bought a new house. Erica is in the
bedr oom unpacki ng. Adam ent ers.

ADAM
Need hel p in here?

ERI CA
No, | think |I got it. You should go
and check the kids roons so they have
a bed to sleep on tonight.

ADAM
| just checked, everything' s set up.

34.
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ERI CA
Thank God! You have no idea how
relieved | amthat we're finally out
of your nother's place.

ADAM
Come on, ny nother is not that bad.
ERI CA
Yeah right, so anyways... can you
order takeout? |I'msure the kids are
hungry.
ADAM
Let nme go get ny phone.
ERI CA
Hey babe?
ADAM
Yeah?
ERI CA
Thank you for this. | know it wasn't
easy to get a place this quick. | love
you
Thsye share a ki ss.
ADAM

Anyt hing for you babe. So what are you
feeling |like today?

ERI CA
| think Chinese for tonight.

ADAM
Chinese it is.

EXT. FAST FOOD PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

After ending a long day at work, Dante is happy to get off.
Quincy is waiting for himoutside to give hima ride. Dante
grabs his backpack and exits. He gets into his friend' s car.

QUI NCY
Damm man! Look at you, you the flour
man now? You're gonna nmess up, nmy seat
man.



DANTE
| had to learn to nmake biscuits today.
QUI NCY
Vell, | don't want any damm flour in
my car, | don't want chicks |aughing
at nme.
DANTE

You don't have a reputation Quincy,
cut it out.

QUI NCY
Anyways, did you hook nme up with sone
chi cken wi ngs or sonet hi ng?

DANTE
| didn't have the tine.
QUI NCY
Hey man! If |I'm gonna be giving you a
ride al nost every night, | need an
i ncentive.
DANTE

It' all good, | got you.

QUI NCY
Wiy don't you ask your dad for a car
anyways?

DANTE
Because | want to buy ny own car, |I'm
gonna save up

QUI NCY
Yeah, good luck with that. Wth how
you get paid here, you have a good
five years to go.

DANTE
I f you don't want to give ne a ride
just say so, I'Il ask Junior.

QUI NCY

(chuckl es)
You think that whi pped boy is gonna
| eave his girl to give you a ride
every night, not happeni ng.

36.
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I NT. ERICA OFFI CE - N GHT

Erica usually |l eaves after nost of her enpl oyees, she checks
that the lights are off in each room She |ocks her office
and grabs her stuff. As she heads to exit the building,
sonmeone knocks on the door. It's dark outside, there's heavy
rain and it's only her, she's scared. From where she stands,
she can see that it's a woman, her face is hidden with a
headscarf. Erica checks her purse to make sure her gun is in
there, then proceeds to the door. The worman is standing there
wat chi ng her every nove. She is drenched and her scarf is
stuck to her face, making it worse to identify her. Erica
stands right in front of her, refusing to open w thout
know ng who she is.

The wonman | ooks up, she can see a glinpse of her eyes. The
woman tries to force open the door but she can't, Erica pulls
out her gun, she sees it. The woman starts to |ift her scarf,
Eri ca gasps. A gorgeous, dark skinned woman with big bl ue
eyes. Erica seens to know her, both wonen stand there staring
at each other. Erica is trying to keep her conposure but her
face says it all; there is something about this wonman.

BEG N FLASHBACK: 20 years earlier
| NT. NI KKI KI TCHEN - DAY

Erica is eating sone fancy charcuterie set on the kitchen
counter. She's admring the fancy decor in the beautiful
bei ge col ored mansi on as she munches on the snacks. Alittle
girl comes running, she bunps into Erica.

ERI CA
Hey hey Sinone, what does your nom
tell you about running in the kitchen?

SI MONE
To do it when she's not there?

ERI CA
You stinky little liar! |I'mgonna tel
on you.

SI MONE
Then you won't be ny favorite aunt
anynor e.

ERI CA
You're right, | can't risk that.

Actually | have a small gift for you



Erica grabs sonmething froma shoppi ng bag,

bear.

SI MONE

love it!! Thanks Aunt Eri ca.

ERI CA

You' re wel cone!

Si none ki sses Erica on the cheek and runs out si de.

cones up fromdownstairs carrying a basket of

a beauti ful
brown eyes.
effortl ess.
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it's a white teddy

Someone

| aundry. She is

dar k- ski nned woman with a curly afro and big

Al t hough she is not wearing any makeup,

WOVAN

God, | hate laundry day.

ERI CA

You know you don't have to right?
mean you guys can afford maids and

hel pers to do all the manure | abor for
you, right?

WOVAN

Yeah but | like to conplain afterward
because | have a real reason to.

They | augh.
ERI CA
| swear |'ve been to this house a
mllion tinmes but | still drool over
it.
VWOVAN

Way don't we switch hones then? Then
you can deal with the laundry, a six-
year old and stayi ng sane?

ERI CA

You know I wouldn't mnd trading |lives
with you any second N kki. | mean you
have it all dude, a great career, a
beautiful famly, people |ove you. On
top of that, you nmake a huge inpact in
people's lives. Wio woul dn't want

t hat ?

NI KKI

|"mgrateful. God has been so good to

she | ooks
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me. But don't think all this cane on a
silver platter.

ERI CA
Can you ask himto be good to ne as
well? | think he forgot about ne.

NI KKI
You know that's not even true, we all
have our seasons of trials and the
ones for bl essings and abundance.

ERI CA
Seens |like |I've been stuck in the sane
season ny whole life.

NI KKI
Be patient ny friend, God sees it all.

There is a sound of a car being | ocked in the driveway, N kk
rushes to the door to openit. Atall man wal ks in, they kiss
and hug. She takes the grocery bags fromhis hands. As he

wal ks into the kitchen, his identity is revealed. It's a
younger Adam

ADAM
Oh hi Erica? How are you?

ERI CA
Hey Adam You know nme, | cone
uni nvi t ed.

ADAM
(chuckl es)
And it's always a pleasure to have
you.

ERI CA
Thank you!

NI KKI
| s he the sweetest man or what? He
gets groceries when I'mtoo |azy.

ERI CA
He is.. you' re a |ucky woman.

ADAM
" mthe [ ucky one here.

They keep kissing and giggling as Erica stares at themwth
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an envi ous | ook.
| NT. ERI CA PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Erica's alarmrings early in the norning, she lets it ring a
couple nore tines. It keeps ringing |oud, she covers her head
with a pillow Her nother wal ks in.

ERI CA
Yes noml | heard the al arm

SUZANNE
Any plans on getting up? You know
there's this thing called a JOB that |
t hink you need to show up to get paid.

ERI CA
Thank you for rem ndi ng me again that
| m poor and broke.

SUZANNE
Here's anot her rem nder for you, past
due bills. | already gave sone to your

father and | will pay a fewtoo, this
i s your share.

ERI CA
Mom | just told you |I have not hing!
|'"'mass out. Can't even pay for ny
freaking car. So keep that bus pass
ar ound.

SUZANNE
Can't you do some overtine? | mean it
woul dn't hurt.

ERI CA
| can barely stay the whole shift on
nmy schedul ed days, you think I can
stay out of ny own will? Not

happeni ng.

SUZANNE
Well, these bills need to get paid,
figure sonmething out. |I'msick of

bei ng stressed out about this.

ERI CA
Don't worry nom it won't be like this
forever. No matter how | do it, I'm

gonna get out of this msery.
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Erica gets up and gets ready to hit the shower.
| NT. CLOTHI NG BOUTI QUE - DAY

Ni kki and Erica are doing sone shopping at a fancy bouti que.
Erica is staring at the clothes and just admring them as

Ni kki is grabbing whatever she likes. It's a shopping spree
for her.

ERI CA
| don't know why you bring ne in here
when | can't afford any of these
cl ot hes.

NI KKI
Come on, you know sonetinmes we have to
spoi |l ourselves. W deserve it after
wor ki ng hard all week.

ERI CA
You have a point there, after working
that damm witch at work, | think

deserve this. That doesn't nean ny
wal | et agrees though.

NI KKI
That's what you're worried about? This
is on me, go ahead and find sonething
you liKke.

ERI CA
| don't |ike when you have to pay for
my things. | feel unconfortable.

NI KKI
Erica are we not friends? |I'm not
doing this out of pity, I'mdoing this
as a friend. Consider it a gift from
me. Come on, | know you will find
sonmet hing you |i ke here.

ERI CA
Well when you put it like that, 1"l
take you up on your offer

NI KKI
Let's go check out sone shoes!

I NT. NI KKI HOUSE/ BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ni kki is watching TV as Adamis taking a shower, she is



| ayi ng on the bed while drinking sone w ne. Adam s phone

rings a couple of tines,

call ends. She unl ocks the phone to see who it

an open t

ab with a picture of a wonan, she's cu

is. She fi
ri ous. She
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she picks it up to answer but the

nds

opens the tab to find Adam has been | ooking at pictures of

beauti f ul
hears her

white wonen online wearing |lingerie.
husband conme out of the shower.

ADAM
Was that ny phone ringing?

NI KKI
Yeah, it was Kenny. He hung up before
| could answer it.

ADAM
Ch okay.

NI KKI
So what's this?

She shows himthe pictures he was | ooking at.

ADAM
What do you nean?

NI KKI
What do you think it nmeans? Wiy are
you | ooking at pictures of other wonen
in lingerie?

ADAM
Way are you | ooking through ny phone?

NI KKI
| was trying to answer your phone and
| saw the tab was open! And don't try
to change the subject! Explain this to
ne. ..

ADAM
What do you want nme to say? It's not
like I was cheating.

NI KKI
And you think this is sonething a
married man shoul d be doi ng behind his
w fe?

ADAM
Ch, conme on... It's nothing. |I'msure

She' s nmad,

she
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you al so started at other nen behind
nmy back.

NI KKI
Wiy would | do that when | have a
husband? Unl ess there is sonething you
want to tell ne. You don't |ike what
you have?

ADAM
That's not what | neant. It's nothing
serious Ni kki, you know how us nen
are.

NI KKI
Ch such an original explanation! Have
you | ost your m nd? Just so we're
clear, this will not pass with nme. If
| ever see this again, we're gonna
have a probl em

ADAM
You're right, I'msorry. It's not
right to do this. I was just in a

moment of weakness.

NI KKI
Wiy is it only white wonmen anyways? Do
you have a thing for then? Do you
fetishize then?

ADAM
| married you didn't 17

NI KKI
Mhnmmm . . Anyways, this better not
happen again. That's not the kind of
husband | want .

She picks up the wine and the bottle and | eaves the room
EXT. SI MONE SCHOOL - DAY

Sinone is waiting to be picked up. She | ooks at every car
trying to nake sure that she didn't mss her arrival. Erica
arrives at the school, she finds Sinone sitting on a bench.
She gets out of the car and goes to her.

ERI CA
Heey little Mssy? Waiting for
soneone?
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S| MONE
Aunt Erical!

Si nrone hugs her, excited to see her.

| didn't know you were supposed to
pi ck me up.

ERI CA
Your nom cal |l ed and asked ne to cover
for her, she couldn't nmake it today.

S| MONE
How come?

ERI CA

She's still in a neeting and didn't want you to wait for
| ong. Are you ready?

SI MONE
Yes. | was tired of waiting here.

They wal k hand in hand and get in the car. They drive off.

SI MONE
How come you aren't at work aunt
Erica?

ERI CA
| was on break, | have to drop you off

qui ckly and go back

SI MONE
You shoul d have a business |like ny
nom

ERI CA

| know sweetie, your nmomis very

| ucky. And she's very lucky to have
such a beautiful little nmunchkin Iike
you.

SI MONE
When are you gonna have babi es?

ERI CA
| don't know either sweetie, hopefully
soon. And | want themto be as dark
and as beautiful as you.
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EXT. N KKI HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY - DAY

Erica arrives at N kki's house. She pulls up at the sane tine
as Adam he lets her get in first.

ERI CA
Okay sweetie, | had to get back to
wor k.

S| MONE
Thanks, Aunt Eri cal

ERI CA
You' re wel cone!

Si nrone gets out of the car, closes the door. She runs to hug
her dad.

ADAM
H baby!! How was school ?
SI MONE.
Good!
ADAM
Well go in the house and I'Il be there
inamnute. Let me talk to Aunt
Eri ca.
SI MONE
kay!

She runs into the house. Adam goes to speak with Erica, she
doesn't get out of the car.

ADAM
Hey! thanks for dropping her off.
ERI CA
Don't nmention it, she's such a sweet
little girl.
ADAM

So where are you off to in a rush, you
don't wanna cone in for a quick drink?

ERI CA
Can't, unless | want to end up on the
unenpl oynent |ine by tonorrow.
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ADAM
A beautiful worman |ike you deserves
sonet hing better than a nine to five

you know?

ERI CA
Maybe if | had a good man to provide
for me, | wouldn't need that stupid

job. Al the good ones are taken.

ADAM
Maybe you didn't | ook harder, you may
have m ssed him

They give each other a flirtatious | ook.
ERI CA

| f you find one for nme, let ne know.
"1l greatly appreciate it.

ADAM
| wouldn't do that... so don't count
on it.
She bl ushes.
ERI CA

| gotta go before traffic gets bad.

ADAM
Al right, drive safe.

ERI CA
Thanks.

Adam wat ches her as she drives off.

BEG N MONTAGE

| NT. NI KKI HOUSE/ BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ni kki is trying to seduce her husband while kissing and
touching him He seens to have no interest in her and his own
t hought s.

INT. ERICA'S JOB - DAY

Erica is blushing as she texts soneone on her phone, trying
not to be seen by her supervisor.
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EXT. KIDS PARK - DAY

Ni kki and the kids are playing in the park, she is nmaking
sure they are playing carefully. Her husband is there as well
but not paying attention to them Ni kki catches himstarring
at two white wonmen who are talking a few feet fromhim One
is wearing a short skirt, he admres her thighs.

EXT. DOMNTOM RESTAURANT - DAY

Erica arrives at a restaurant at night, she is wearing
cornrows and tanned a lot. There are a few stares and
critics, even Nikki who was waiting for her is at a |loss for
wor ds.

| NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

Ni kki and Adam are arguing in the kitchen, Sinone is watching
them across the hall. Adam | eaves and shuts the door
violently.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Adam arrives at the front of a hotel room he opens the door.
Sonmeone is waiting for him she is sitting on the bed, only
her back is shown. He takes off his shirt and | ays down, the
woman rolls over the bed and lays on his chest. Her face is
revealed, it's Erica. They start naking out as he takes off
her |ingerie.

END MONTACGE

I NT. NI KKI OFFI CE - DAY

Ni kki runs a hone decor business called " Nikki's Chateau"
she has enpl oyees running the store but conmes there to see

how things are going. Her office is in the back of the store,
he not her has cone to visit her. N kki is enotional.

NI KKI
| just don't know how nuch nore | can
take. |'ve been di srespected over and

over again by Adam |I'mlosing ny self
respect and | don't do that. Last
night, he was flirting with the waiter
right in front of ne, like I was

i nvinci ble. He doesn't even care to
get caught anynore nom | just can't
do it anynore. If | stay, he wll
think it's okay to treat ne |ike
trash. There is no nore passion, he
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doesn't even |look at ne the sane
anynore. There is such a distance
between us that | don't think we can
go back to where we were.

ALEXANDRA
| understand honey. Men do what you
allow themto, |;ve |earned that over

the years. You have to put your foot
down and not let themwal k all over

you. |l just want you to be happy.
Wat ever you decide, |I'm behind you.
NI KKI

What am | supposed to tell Sinone?

ALEXANDRA
Wen the tine is right and you know
what your next nove is, you will tell
her.

NI KKI
But then | feel so selfish like I'm
choosi ng ny own happi ness over hers.

ALEXANDRA
So you want her to stay in such a
toxi ¢ environment just because you
don't want to say your marriage
failed? If you ask ne, it's tine to
nove on. Clearly, there is sonewhere
el se Adam woul d rat her be. Let himgo

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Adam and Erica are sl eeping together, she is kissing himand
playing wth his face. Adamis not focused Erica notices.

ERI CA
Somet hi ng on your m nd?

ADAM
| don't think we should do this
anynore.

ERI CA

What do you nean? Your marriage is
over right?

ADAM
Yes, but that doesn't make this right.
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ERI CA
It doesn't need to be right, there's
no right in |ove.

ADAM
You think we're in | ove?

ERI CA
You don't?

ADAM

(sighs)

Look, | just can't do this anynore. My
heart won't sit right knowi ng what we
have done to Nikki. | couldn't live
with that.

ERI CA

So you want to get back together?

ADAM
No, but I'mletting you know not hi ng
serious or good can cone out of this,

so let's just end it now. |'magoing to
sign the divorce papers. |I'msure you
under stand ny reasons.

ERI CA
| don't.

ADAM

Hopefully, you will one day.
He gets up and starts getting ready.
| NT. BAR - NI GHT
Sonme nonths | ater
Erica is having a drink with a friend at a bar. The bar is

crowded, there's |loud nusic playing. She is dressed in fancy
cl ot hi ng and now rocking a bob cut.

ERI CA

| "' mgonna go to the restroom
FRI END #3

Ckay, |I'Il get the tab.
ERI CA

Don't forget ny purse.
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Erica seens tipsy, she gets up and tries to nake her way
t hrough the crowd, soneone pushes her and she | ands on
sonmeone's back. He turns around.

ERI CA
Adanf? Ch MY God... | don't believe
t hi s!

ADAM
Hel l o again Erica, good to see you
Ww. .. you | ook amazi ng.

ERI CA
| know, thank you

ADAM

(1 aughs)

Still as confident as ever.

ERI CA

O course! So how have you been? it's
been a while.

ADAM
I noved to New York for a while for
sonme business. | just got back | ast
week.

ERI CA

So what do you do now?

ADAM
|"'min real estate.

ERI CA
Ww, | ook at you! Big-tine baller huh!
You finally left the rat race huh?

ADAM
What about you?

ERI CA
| have a few online businesses that |
run.

ADAM
That's great! Well, | was about to
head out so.... here's ny card, let's

keep in touch. Maybe we can go out for
a quick lunch or sonet hing.
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She grabs the card.

ERI CA
|"d love to, talk to you soon.

Erica | eaves blushing. Adam stares at her as she wal ks away.
BEG N MONTAGE
EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD PARK - DAY

Eri ca and Adam are having a picnic at a quiet, beautiful park
wi th no di sturbance. They are enjoying thenselves, it's their
first date. There's flirtatious touching and stares.

EXT. FRONT DOOR OF HOUSE - N GHT

It's a rainy night, Erica and Adam get out of the car with an
unbrella. They stop in front of the door to say goodni ght.
She hugs him he won't |let go. They stare into each other's
eyes, Erica leans in, they share a ki ss.

I NT. ADAM HOUSE/ BATHROOM - NI GHT

Adam and Erica are taking a bath together in a Jacuzzi, they
are sipping sone wi ne and being goofy. There are sone pl ayful
water fights and a | ot of Kkissing.

| NT. ERI CA CONDO - DAY

Erica is working on her conputer, there are lots of paper in
front of her, she is concentrated. Adam brings her sone

cof fee and ki sses her on the forehead. He sits down and grabs
sonme docunents fromthe table to | ook at.

EXT. ERI CA FOUNDATI ON- DAY

It's opening day for Erica's foundation " Circle of Angels”
Adamis by her side, cheering for her. Her parents are there
as well, friends and enpl oyees are by her side. She cuts the
ri bbon as Adam pops a bottle of chanpagne, it's a joyous
occasi on.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Adam proposes to Erica in front of friends and famly who are
gathered to celebrate her birthday. She bursts into tears of

j oy and says yes as everyone claps for themand cones to
congratul ate them

END MONTAGE.
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EXT. ERI CA AND ADAM HOUSE - DAY
2005

Erica is cleaning the house, dusting off the furniture, and
reorgani zing the living room There are pictures of their
weddi ng on the wall, they are new yweds. The doorbell rings,
she goes to answer. She | ooks through the peephole; it's a
woman weari ng sungl asses. She opens the door.

ERI CA
H, Can | help you?

The woman takes of f her sunglasses, it's Nikki. She has short
hair now | ost a |lot of weight. She is barely recogni zabl e.

NI KKI
Renmember ne?

ERI CA
What the hell are you doi ng here?

NI KKI
| heard that you're a new ywed and
wanted to cone and offer ny
congratul ations. Hows nmarried life
treating you?

ERI CA
As you can see, better than ever. |
have a wonder ful husband.

NI KKI
s that right? Well, enjoy himwhile
you can.

ERI CA

What's that supposed to nean?

NI KKI
It neans you're not the only white
woman on this planet. Since we were
close friends, I'lIl let you in on a
secret. Adam has wandering eyes. He'l
keep | ooki ng at anything that crosses
his path. That's just who he is. |
mean you don't think this is a forever
t hi ng, do you? Because if you do..
you' || be sadly disappointed, ny dear.



ERI CA

53.

| think that now t hat he has what he

wants and hasn't settled for |ess..
he won't jeopardize it.
NI KKI
(chuckl es)
Well, look at you actually being

comm tted! Wio woul d have thought?

ERI CA

Seriously, what do you want? | don't

have tine to talk in circles.

NI KKI
| just came to give you ny

congratul ati ons and wi sh you a happy
and lasting marriage. 1'I|l be going

now.

ERI CA

Yeah, and don't ever cone back here.

Ni kki raises the mddle finger at her as she wal ks to her

car.
| NT. NURSERY ROOM - DAY
9 nonths | ater

Eri ca and Adam expanded their famly,

t hey just had a baby

boy. She and her husband are in the nursery as Erica
breast f eeds and Adam or gani zes the room and t he cl oset.

ERI CA

| have a feeling he's gonna | ook |ike

you. Dark and handsone.

ADAM

O course, he will, it runs in the
famly. Plus | got sonme strong ass

genes.

ERI CA

Speaki ng of fam |y, yours has not even

come to see the baby yet.

ADAM

Do you really want to tal k about that

ri ght now?



ERI CA
Way not? | mean how | ong are they
gonna oppose this marriage? It already
happened, |I'myour wife so they need
to accept it.

ADAM
G ve themsone tinme, they'Il cone
around. What are you cooki ng tonight?

ERI CA
Cooki ng? Yeah.. no. | can barely stand
on ny own and barely got any sl eep
| ast night. Either you' re doing it or
we're getting takeout.

ADAM
Let's just go out then. I'lIl watch
Dante and you go get ready.

ERI CA
| have nothing to wear, nothing fits
nme anynore.

ADAM
| noticed you did put on sone weight,
you need to get back to the gym

ERI CA
Well, | just carried a human inside
me! Thank you very much.l think that's
a good excuse to put on sonme weight.

ADAM
| didn't say | don't like it, you
actually I ook sexier. Plus your butt

got bigger... you know that's how
like it!

ERI CA
Ch really.... is that why you're

al ways | ooki ng back at any girl you
see? You think I don't notice huh..

ADAM
There's nothing wong with adm ring,
it's human nature.... | mean a nan's
nat ur e.

ERI CA

mhmm better be just that, you know ne

54.
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damm well. Here, take Dante so | can
change.

She hands hi mthe baby, kisses himon the cheek, and goes to
get ready.

END FLASHBACK
I NT. ERICA OFFI CE - N GHT

As Erica is still shocked to see the nysterious wonman is

Ni kki, she pulls out her phone. N kki is still trying to
force open the door but she can't. She starts dialing 911 but
her hands are shaki ng. She puts her phone on the glass door
to show her she's calling for help.

ERI CA
Get the fuck out of here before | cal
t he cops! Go!

Ni kki doesn't seemto be phased, she | eaves.
| NT. ADAM AND ERI CA LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
After an intense and horrifying night, Erica is back at hone

with Adam Adamis holding his wife in her arns, who is
shaken fromthe experience.

ADAM
So she just showed up in the m ddle of
t he ni ght?

ERI CA
Yeah... | don't even know how she knew

where | work.

ADAM
D d she say anything?

ERI CA
No, she just had this crazy | ook on
her face, | was so terrified |
couldn't even call 911.

ADAM
| don't understand how she'd just show
up out of nowhere. After all these
years of nme trying to get in touch
wi th her.
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ERI CA
She's never gonna let us live in peace
Adam can't you see that? W need to
do sonething, |I'mnot gonna put nyself
and ny kids at risk, who knows what
she' s capabl e of.

ADAM
That woman went through a |ot, show
some conpassion. People deal with
trauma in different ways.

ERI CA
|"mnot jeopardizing nmy famly's
safety over that, |I'msorry,
ADAM

It's alright, conme here. You know I
will do everything |I can to protect
you guys. We're good.

| NT. NI KKI CONDOQ' SHOAER ROOM - DAY

Ni kki - is in the bathtub taking a shower. She has headphones
on and he eyes are closed. Soft nusic is playing and candl es
are it to enhance the relaxation. She starts having

f | ashbacks.

BEG N FLASHBACK 1975
| NT. KI NDERGARTEN CLASS- DAY

Young Ni kki is a kindergartner. she is extrenely shy and
keeps to herself. The class is doing a coloring activity, al
the kids are sitting in small groups and having fun. N kki is
in a corner working alone, her teacher notices. She cones

t owar ds her.

TEACHER
Wiy are you sitting here al one N kki?
You don't want to join the others?

She shakes her head | ooki ng down, trying not to nmake eye
cont act .

TEACHER
Conme on, we'll find you a group to
j oin.

She grabs N kki's hand and wal ks toward the other students.
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TEACHER
Cl ass, Ni kki doesn't have a group yet
so who wants to wel cone her into
theirs?

There is silence, no one answers.

TEACHER
(kaaay. everyone has to be nice to
Ni kki, you need to make her feel
wel cone since she's new to our cl ass.

Alittle blonde girl with blue eyes, big glasses, and
pigtails stands up.

LITTLE G RL
She can join our group Ms Wl kins.

MRS WALKI NS
Wel |, thank you, Erica! That is very
sweet of you, Nikki why don't you go
and sit next to Erica. She will help
you with the project.

Ni kki makes her way through the tight small groups al
sitting on the floor. She avoids any eye contact, Erica
wel conmes her with a smle as she sits by her side.

YOUNG ERI CA
H!! |I"mErica, what's your name?
YOUNG NI KK
(in a low pitched nervous voi ce)
Ni kKi .
YOUNG ERI CA

| like your hair.

YOUNG NI KKI
Thanks.

| NT. SCHOOL BUS - DAY

Ni kki has made a friend in Erica, they even sit together on
t he school bus. Although N kki is super shy, she has gotten
confortabl e around Eri ca.

ERI CA
So what are you doing this weekend?
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NI KKI
| have dance class. Sonetines ny nom
tutors nme too.

ERI CA
That desn't sound |i ke fun

NI KKI
Yeah, | know. What will you do?

ERI CA
My friend Sarah is having a birthday
party, | was invited. Wiy don't you
come with ne?

NI KKI
| have to ask ny nomfirst.
ERI CA
| f she says yes then I'Il ask my nom
to come to pick you and we can go
t oget her.
NI KKI
kay.

I NT. NI KKI PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT

Ni kki and her parents are having a |l ate dinner, they just
finished saying grace. Her nother Adrianne passes around the
mac and cheese to her.

ADRI ANNE

So how s your new school honey?
YOUNG NI KKI

Good.
ADRI ANNE

Are you making any friends?

YOUNG NI KK
Yeah, one of themwas nice to me. Her
nane is Erica.

ADRI ANNE
Well, that's great honey! You should
invite her over so we can neet her.

YOUNG NI KK
She invited me to her friend's
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birthday party. Can | go?

ADRI ANNE

Yeah, why not? Wen is it?
YOUNG NI KKI

On Sat ur day.
ADRI ANNE

oooh, that's too bad, | have a

presentation to work on this weekend.

STAN
| can take her.

YOUNG NI KKI
Erica's nomsaid she can give ne a
ride.

ADRI ANNE
That works! We need to get her a gift
t 0o.

STAN

Okay, that | can't help you with. Wy
don't you just get it before you go to
wor k?

ADRI ANNE
Honey just get her a sinple toy, |ike
a barbi e or sonet hing.

YOUNG NI KKI
O a dol | house?
STAN
Aren't those expensive?
ADRI ANNE
You know | hate cheap gifts, never
mnd I'll just get it nyself.
YOUNG NI KK

What am | going to wear?

ADRI ANNE
Ch yeah! W need to go shopping too.
We're gonna get you the nost beautiful
dress ever nade!



60.

EXT. ADRI ANNE & STAN HOUSE/ DRI VEWAY - DAY

On the day of the birthday bash, Erica and her nom arrive at
Ni kki 's house. They knock on the door, Stan opens. Young
Ni kki is excited to go, she is peeking behind her father.

STAN
Hi! You must be Erica's nom [|'m Stan.
SUZANNE
Hell o there! |'m Suzanne.
STAN
Ni ce to nmeet you! Thank you so nuch
for doing this, | hope it's not too

much troubl e.

SUZANNE
Oh, it's no problemat all. | wanted
to get her out of the house,
ot herwi se, she'd be glued to the TV
al |l day.

STAN
We give N kki extracurricular
activities to avoid that, you should
consider it.

SUZANNE
That sounds |ike a good idea actually.
"1l look into it.So is she ready?

STAN
Yeah! Gon on sweeti e.

He lets N kki pass.

SUZANNE
The party ends at six, will you be
hone?

STAN
Oh no, | can pick her up.

SUZANNE
It's fine, | live five mnutes from
here, 1'll just drop her off.

STAN

You're too kind. Thank you so nuch.
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SUZANNE
It was nice to nmeet you. W gotta get
goi ng before all the parking spaces
are filled. Cone on honey let's go.

STAN
Bye baby! Be good okay?

YOUNG NI KKI
Bye.

They head to the car where Erica is waiting for them

JUWP TO 1985 (10 YEARS LATER)

I NT. ERICA & NI KKI H GH SCHOOL - DAY

Ni kKi

| unch.

Ni kKi

and Erica are now teenagers who attend hi gh school.
They are still close and al ways together. During lunchtine,
cute boy cones to their table where they are eating their

is

TEEN BOY
H, |'m Aaron.
NI KKI
H there Aaron, |I'm Ni kki .
AARON
Nice to neet you,umm .. | wanted to

cone and ask you if you had any dates
for prom al ready.

NI KKI
Wiy do you want to take ne?

AARON
(nervous chuckl e)
Um .. Actually | wanted to ask your
friend here if she would go with ne.

Nl KKI
Erica?

AARON
Yeabh.
bl ushi ng.

NI KKI

Grl, why aren't you sayi ng anyt hi ng?
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ERI CA
Sorry, but I'mnot interested.

AARON
Ch okay.. no worries.

You can see his disappointnment clear on his face as he wal ks
away.

NI KKI
Dude, that wash harsh, even from you
ERI CA
What do you want ne to say? He's not
my type.
NI KKI

Because he's not a dark skinned tal
chocol ate brother? Yeah | know your

t ype.

ERI CA
Don't judge ne because | have a
preference, it is ny right.

NI KKI
Keep it up, you' re gonna end up an old
worman with a bunch of cats.

ERI CA
Better than ending up with soneone |
am not attracted to.

NI KKI
What ever girl, walk with nme to cl ass.

They grab their bags and throw away the trash.
| NT. TEEN ERI CA BEDROOM - NI GHT

On a late-night, the girls are hanging out at Erica's. N kk
is braiding Erica's hair as they watch nusic videos.

NI KKI
Hey do you ever wonder what your
future will look |ike?

ERI CA

No. I'mtoo young to be thinking about
t hat. Wy?
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NI KKI
That's what | was thinking about all
day today. Like what kind of job wll
| have, how many kids | will have..
things like that..

ERI CA
| don't think I'm gonna have ki ds.
NI KKI
Why not ?
ERI CA
| just never pictured nyself with
kids. I do want to get married though.
NI KKI
| want to have a lot of kids, it sucks
being the only child... it gets
bori ng.
ERI CA
So you want to be a housew fe?
NI KKI
No! I wll also have a career
probably working for nyself. | have it
all planned out.
ERI CA
| seriously feel |ike sonetinmes you

are a thirty year old in a teenager's
body, it freaks ne out.m Stop it.

Erica's nother Suzanne opens the door and interrupts their
conversation

SUZANNE
D nner's ready guys, come on.

ERI CA
W' re al nost done ma, com ng.

SUZANNE
Ckay, hurry up. We're not gonna keep
waiting for you.

EXT. LOCAL CARN VAL - DAY

Ni kki is at a carnival. Kids are going on rides, others
pl ayi ng fun ganes. She is sitting on a bench eating her
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popsi cl e as she sits watching everything. A guy cones to her

and taps her on the shoul der,
He sits down.

sm | es.

NI KKI
Amwv. . thank you. How d you know I
i ke teddy bears?

DATE QUY
Your friend told ne.

NI KKI
Hmm .. | see you have done your
research. | like that.

DATE GQUY

| was hoping it would earn ne a second
dat e.

NI KKI
(chuckl es)
We haven't even finished our first!

DATE GQUY
Well, hows it going so far?

NI KKI
"1l let you know at the end.

DATE GUY
Ni ce!

NI KKI
Can | ask you sonet hi ng, Adanf

TEEN ADAM
Sur e!

NI KKI
Don't take this the wong way but nost
of ny friends were shocked that you
asked ne out.

TEEN ADAM
Why''s that?
NI KKI
Vell..... because everyone knows you

only like white girls.

he gi ves her a teddy bear.

She



TEEN ADAM
| s that what you think?

NI KKI
| mean | don't know what to think,
we're on a date.

TEEN ADAM
Let nme ask you this... do you have a
favorite food?

NI KKI
Yeah.

TEEN ADAM
So just because that is your favorite
food, does it nean that's all you eat?
You try other foods too. Just because
| have a preference, does not nean |
don't find other ethnicities
attractive. A preference is just
that..a preference.

NI KKI
| guess you're right. W |ike what we
like.

TEEN ADAM

| don't want you to take this as if

" mjust experinenting with dating
black girls. | like you because of who
you are, | think you're a great person
and | want to get to know you. Pl ease
don't judge ne because of what you
hear about ne.

NI KKI
You're right. | shouldn't have even
brought it up. I'msorry.

TEEN ADAM
No, I'mglad you did. That way we got
it out of the way and you won't have
hesitations going forward. I'd like to
get back to our date though.

NI KKI
Yeah... let's do that. | think |I want
to go on sone rides, it |ooks fun

65.
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TEEN ADAM
| don't do too well with rides.
NI KKI
You'll be fine.. I'll hold your hand

if you get scared. Cone on

They both get up and Ni kki reaches for his hand as they wal k
to get in |ine.

I NT. ERI CA BATHRCOM - NI GHT

Erica is washing her face and brushing her teeth to get ready
for bed. After drying it and putting on sonme noisturizer, she
stares at herself. She starts braiding her hair into cornrows
but fails. She gets frustrated. She goes to her bed and sits
down. She grabs a magazine from her nightstand. It's a JET
magazi ne, she starts |ooking through it. As she flips the
next page, there's a picture of a shirtless nuscular guy. She
stops and stares | ooking at every inch of his body.

SUZANNE
Erical!

Erica is startled by the loud call of her nother

ERI CA
Yes Mom

SUZANNE
Come her e!

ERI CA

Be there in a m nute!

She puts a pen on the page she was on and cl oses the magazi ne
to answer her nom

I NT. H GH SCHOOL CLASSROOM- DAY

Ericais in her Math class, it hasn't started yet. Students
are quiet, waiting for their teacher to start the day's

| esson. Ni kki enters the classroom everyone's eyes are fixed
on her. She wal ks in graciously, she just got beautiful
braids. Erica signals that she saved her seat, she rushes and
makes her way through the desks.

ERI CA
Dam girl! You can't keep the sane
hairstyle for nore than two weeks.
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NI KKI
| like switching it up a little.

ERI CA
Who did then? They're so pretty!

NI KKI
A friend of mne referred ne to her
cousin, she has a sal on downt own
At | ant a.

ERI CA
You need to give ne their nunber, |
need to check them out.

NI KKI
What, you want sone brai ds?

ERI CA
Yeah, why not?

NI KKI
(1 aughs)
Grl, you' re crazy.

TEACHER #2
Al right class, | need your assignnents
turned in and open your books to page
twenty-five.

The girls start going through their backpacks to get their
assi gnnment s.

| NT. HAI R SALON - DAY
Erica enters a black hair salon that N kki referred her to.

She stands by the reception desk but there is no one there.
One of the hairstylists conmes to help her

HAlI RSTYLI ST
H, Can | help you?
ERI CA
Yeah, | wanted to ask how nuch does it

cost for cornrows?

HAI RSTYLI ST
It depends on the exact style, the big
ones start at fifty dollars.
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ERI CA
Perfect, | would Iike to set up an
appoi nt ment then.

HAI RSTYLI ST
Ckay, what's the nane of the person
you're setting it for?

ERI CA
It's for ne.

The hairstylist | ooks at her |ike she did not hear her right.

HAI RSTYLI ST
" m sorry?
ERI CA
Yeah, | want to get braids.
HAI RSTYLI ST
Um. Mss,| don't think we can do
your hair.
ERI CA
Wiy''s that?
HAI RSTYLI ST

We do black hair here, plus they
woul dn't even last a nonth. They woul d
start falling off.

ERI CA
Ch cone on! I'msure you have soneone
here who can do it. | can even pay you

extra.
She thinks about it for a nonent.

HAI RSTYLI ST
Ckay, but I"'mjust letting you know
they won't | ast.

ERI CA
It's okay, |I'mnot planning on keeping
it for |ong.

HAI RSTYLI ST
Alright, if that's what you want to
do.| have next Saturday at el even.
Does that work?
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ERI CA
That's perfect.

HAI RSTYLI ST
You al so need to bring your own hair.
If you can't, we would charge you for
it.

ERI CA
"1l get the hair. Thank you very
much, 1'1l see you next week.

EXT. SCHOOL ENTRANCE - DAY

Early in the norning, Nikki is with her friends chatting
before classes begin by the doors of the assenbly room
Soneone wal ks towards them it's Erica. All the girls jaws
are dropped by seeing her rocking a simlar hairstyle that
Ni kki has. She sits down.

ERI CA
Hey guys!
They are still in shock. One of them seens angry.
G RL
Damm girl, where did you get those
brai ds?
ERI CA
Sane sal on N kki got hers, what do you
t hi nk?
G RL #2
Do you want to know our honest
opi ni on?
ERI CA

VWl | of course!

NI KKI
Erica, what were you thinking?

ERI CA
What do you nean?

G RL #3
You did this to troll us, didn't you?

ERI CA
Umm. no. | did it because | thought
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it was cute on ne.

G RL #2
Hate to break it to you girl but it
doesn't. You know better than to wear
a black hairstyle at a nostly bl ack
school. You want to get trolled huh?

ERI CA
| can wear whatever | want, who are
you to tell nme what | should or
shouldn't do to ny hair? And by the
way, braids aren't just for black
people. Y all wear weaves and w gs
with white people's hair and no one
says anyt hi ng.

A RL #3
(sarcastic chuckl e)
You shoul d know better, especially you
being in our group. Ni kki why the hel
aren't you sayi ng anything? Get your

girl.
NI KKI
| have nothing to say.
ERI CA
Are you guys trying to gang up on e
t oday? Wiy, because | | ook better than

all of you in braids? Because they
| ook better on a white girl?

One of the girls junps at her and starts a fight. The rest
try to stop it before they all get in trouble.

NI KKI
Stop it!! stop it now |'mnot gonna
get in troubl e because of you.

They eventually break it up. The three girls quickly |eave,
as Ni kki and Erica stay.

ERI CA
| see you let your little guard dogs
get at ne.

NI KKI

Don't ever cone close to nme again, you
hear ne?
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ERI CA
What ever you guys are just a bunch of
hat er s.

EXT. GAS STATION - DAY

Erica enters a gas station, she buys a few snacks. After
she's done, she runs into Adamwho is putting sone gas in his
car. She wal ks over to him

TEEN ERI CA
Adam Hey! How are you?

TEEN ADAM
Ch H Erica! What's up?

TEEN ERI CA
| "' m good. Just cane to get sonme snacks
before I head hone.

TEEN ADAM
Do you need a ride?

TEEN ERI CA
She starts talking in a flirtati ous tone and voi ce.

| don't think your girl would
appreciate that. Especially after our

fight.

TEEN ADAM
Oh yeah, she told ne about what
happened.

TEEN ERI CA

What do you think about it? I'msure
you side with her

TEEN ADAM
Surprisingly, | don't. | believe
everyone is allowed to do their hair
however they want. Style has no col or

TEEN ERI CA
Oh really! That's actually surprising.
Li ke when | found out you two were
dati ng.

TEEN ADAM
Wy ?
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TEEN ERI CA
Come on, everyone knows you only date
white girls.

TEEN ADAM

There's nothing to be shocked about, |
| ove her for who she is. Just because
|'"'mattracted to a different race than
m ne, doesn't nean | won't date a

bl ack girl.

TEEN ERI CA
Yeah but | nmean you can't be with
soneone you're not attracted to right?

TEEN ADAM
VWho said |'"mnot attracted to her?

TEEN ERI CA
Wel | ook at you standing up for your
girl! That's a commtted nman right
there! 1'm happy for you guys.

TEEN ADAM
(chuckl es)
Thank you.|l better get going or you'll
get me into nore trouble. See you
ar ound.

I NT. NI KKI BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ni kki is doing her honmework in her bedroom while she listens
to rel axi ng nusic. Soneone knocks on her door. It's her
not her.

ADRI ANNE
Honey soneone is here to see you.

TEEN NI KK
VWho?

Erica enters the room N kki is not too pleased.

TEEN ERI CA
Heey. .

TEEN NI KK
Hey what's up?

TEEN ERI CA
| wanted to conme over and apol ogi ze



for what happened the ot her day.

TEEN NI KK
" m i stening.
TEEN ERI CA
| know | said sonme harsh things. | was

way out of line and didn't see where
you guys were comng from

TEEN NI KK
So do you now?

TEEN ERI CA
Yeah, | do. | also want you to know
that | didn't get those braids with
any bad intentions. | just thought
they were cute. | guess | just wanted

to fit in with you guys.
Ni kki cl oses her books and sits closer to her friend.

TEEN NI KK
Erica you don't have to | ook like we
do to fit in wth us, we |ike you
because of you. You don't have to
m m c who you are and change yourself
to feel |ike you belong. It's not fair
to us or you. You being white has
nothing to do with it. Ckay?

TEEN ERI CA
Yeah, you're right. But I"'mtruly
sorry for what | said, | was way out
of line. | love you, you're ny best
friend.

TEEN NI KK

So are you, and | know we're gonna get
into nore argunents.. hopefully not
about things like this. It happens in
friendshi ps, but | know ours is strong
to endure them

TEEN ERI CA
So best friends then?

TEEN NI KK
Al ways! Cone here.

They hug it out.
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EXT. LAKE - DAY

Ni kki is spending tine with her father, they are fishing.
Stan just caught one. He turns to show his daughter what he
caught but N kki seens to be lost in her thoughts. Stan tries
to awake her.

STAN
So how s school ? Anyt hi ng new?
TEEN NI KK
No.. not nuch. Still trying to figure

out what's next after high school.

STAN
| wouldn't stress out about it too
much, but it is your future.

TEEN NI KK
| kind of feel lost that |I'm not
certain of what career | want to do.

STAN
VWl |l what are you passionate about?

TEEN NI KK
Most things. That's why it's so hard.

STAN
Ckay let ne try anot her way. Wat do
you want to be renmenbered for?

TEEN NI KK
| just want to help people. | want to
gi ve opportunities to those | ess
privil edged.

STAN
There you go. Just start there and
you'll figure it out along the way.

TEEN NI KK
How di d you know what you wanted to do
dad?

STAN

It took nme a lot of years to find out.
At first | was chasing the glanour you
know... the noney and respect. |

t hought that | would find happiness in
that, I didn't. So take your tinme and
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| earn nore about yourself and your
place in this world. Don't |et other
peopl e define what success neans, go
out there and find out for yourself
alright?

TEEN NI KK
Thanks dad, 1'Il keep that in m nd.

STAN
Now cone on, stop thinking about.
Let's see if you can get sonething.

BEG N QUI CK MONTAGES
EXT. H GH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FIELD - DAY

Eri ca and N kki just graduated, they are taking photos with
all their famly nmenbers. Adamis al so present.

| NT. ADAM PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Adam and Ni kki are having dinner with their parents and cl ose
friends on Christmas. Adam gets up and kneels in front of

Ni kki. He pulls out a ring and asks her to marry him She
says yes as they enbrace and everyone claps for them

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Erica is having a romantic night with a handsone, dark-
ski nned bl ack man. She is giving hima massage as he | ays on
t he bed.

EXT. LUSH GARDEN - DAY

It's N kki and Adam s big day. N kki is wearing a beautiful
body hugging white dress and all her bridesmaids are dressing
in pale pink. It's the perfect spring wedding, there are
beautiful colorful flowers all around them They exchange
rings and seal themwith a kiss. Erica does not | ook too

pl eased with the event, she is trying to force a smle even

t hough she is the maid of honor.

| NT. CLOTHI NG STORE - NI GHT
Erica has a full shopping cart full of new clothes she is

about to purchase. Her card gets declined, she has to put
sonme clothes back. It's an unconfortable situation
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EXT. N KKI NEW FOUNDATI ON - DAY

Ni kki is celebrating the launch of her business "N kki's
chat eau” a home decor store. Nikki is talking with sone of
the guests, charmng themw th her warmsm|le and
friendliness. Adamis talking to Nikki in a corner, Ni kk
cat ches hi m checki ng out Erica.

EXT. N KKI AND ADAM BACKYARD - DAY

It's N kki's baby shower, she's having a girl so nost of the
colors are pink. Everyone is sitting in a circle watching

Ni kki open her baby shower presents. Erica is putting them
away and hel pi ng her open the big ones.

END MONTAGE.

I NT. NI KKI OFFI CE - DAY

1998

Ni kki is back to work after delivering her baby girl. She's
in her office working. Erica cones in wthout knocking.

ERI CA
Well hello, Mss can't answer her
phone.

NI KKI
Ch My God! Erica! What a beautifu
surprise!l | didn't know we were
supposed to neet today.

ERI CA
W weren't. | just thought I'd stop by
and see how you're doing. | couldn't

reach you today.

NI KKI
Ugh... |'ve been trying to get caught
up with everything and it's draining
ne.

ERI CA

Don't you think you cane back a little
sooner though? | mean you just had the
baby two nont hs ago.

NI KKI
| know but | have a responsibility
here too, | want to nake sure



everything is running snoothly. You
know how | am Anyways, what's up with
you?

ERI CA
| just got back froman interview, I
don't think 1'll even get a call back
| totally bonbed.

NI KKI
Do you know sonet hing crazy? A few
days ago | had an idea. Wiy don't you
come work here? |I could definitely use
anot her hand.

ERI CA
| don't know about that N kki.

NI KKI
It's not that conplicated, plus |
could train you nyself. Cone on..
woul dn't it be fun to work together?

ERI CA
| just have a bad feeling about m xing
friendship with work. And it feels
like charity.

NI KKI
No it's not! |'m asking because |
trust you and know you would get it
done.

ERI CA
| just feel like I wouldn't be
deserving of this. There are nore
qual i fied people out there, | can't

take their opportunity.

NI KKI
Ww, | see you still have your ego
perfectly intact. | guess there's no

need to keep asking.

ERI CA
It's for the best N kki. Business and
relati onshi ps do not m x.

NI KKI
Alright, | can accept that. Wy don't
we go to lunch then? |I'm starved.

77.
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ERI CA
Let's go.

EXT. N KKI AND ADAM BACKYARD - DAY
FOUR YEARS LATER

Ni kki and Adamli s daughter Sinone just turned three. They are
having an intimte birthday bash for her. It's a unicorn-
themed party. Erica and Nikki are sitting on the grass

wat chi ng the kids play.

NI KKI
So when are we gonna have a party |ike
this for little Erica mssy?

ERI CA
Yeah.. you're gonna have to put that
t hought away.

NI KKI
You still don't want kids huh?

ERI CA
There's nothing wong with that. |
feel like every tine | say it, people
j udge ne.

NI KKI

| respect your decisions, you know
that. It's just that when | see you

with Sinone, It nmakes ne feel |ike
you'd be a great nother. Plus | want
to be a godnother as well, spoil your

kids like you spoil m ne.

ERI CA
| nmean who knows, life is full of
surprises. For now, | haven't changed

my mnd. Plus | have Sinone, she's
i ke my own child.

NI KKI
You know she adores you.
ERI CA
| know, | love that little girl so

much.

Si none runs towards her nother, she hugs her and sits on her
| ap. Adamwho is on the grill has been watching them he and
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Eri ca make contact at the same tine. There is sonme chem stry.
| NT. ERI CA APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ni kki and Adam arrive at the door of N kki's new apartnent.
They brought sonme wi ne. They knock on the door, she answers.

ERI CA

Al ways on N kki tinme huh?
ADAM

It was all her. | was ready on tine.
ERI CA

Well, get in.

Erica's apartnment is quite chic, everything | ooks brand new.
There are sonme African artifacts all around the house. N kk
and Adam are | ooki ng around, checking it out.

NI KKI

Oh ny God, it's so pretty! | love it!
ERI CA

Real | y? You don't think it's too nuch?
NI KKI

O course not, | like the cozy and

war m anbi ance it gives. | don't I|ike

too much bl ank space in a house.
Soneone knocks on the door again. Erica's smle gets bigger.

ERI CA
Oh CGod, it's him!

NI KKI
Well, go open silly!

She opens the door, the man is hiding behind a red bouquet.

MAN
These are for you Madane!

ERI CA
Amw t hank you, Steve. Pl ease cone in!

He ki sses her on the cheek and enters. Steve is an average
hei ght, skinny, caranel conpl exion bl ack man.
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GQuys, | want you to neet Steve.
NI KKI
Nice to neet you, Steve! |'m N kki,

this is ny husband Adam

ADAM

Hey, how are you doi ng man?
STEVE

It's a pleasure to neet you both.
ERI CA

Well now that everyone is here, |I'm

gonna set the table for dinner. N Kkki,
can you give ne a hand?

NI KKI
Yeah, sure. Way don't you two go sit
for a while, we'll call you when it's

ready.
Steve and Adam go and sit in the living room
They are now sitting at the table having dinner.

NI KKI
So what do you do Steve?

STEVE
| have a production conpany, we shoot
short films, nusic videos,
comercials.. that sort of thing.

NI KKI
How nice! So how did you neet Erica?

STEVE
W met on set.

ADAM
So are you two official?

Erica and Steve | ook at each other before answeri ng.

ERI CA
Yeah, | think we're pretty official.

STEVE
Erica is quite the woman, she has this



fierce attitude and passion for life
that makes her irresistible to ne. She
spi ces things up for ne.

Adam chuckl es.

Ni kki is

They go i

Adam gets close to her. He grabs her hips, she starts

ERI CA
Excuse ne, |'m gonna go get some nore
sal ad.
NI KKI
"1l help you with that.
ADAM
No, it's okay babe, I'lIl go help her.

confused with his attitude.
nto the kitchen, Erica is quiet.

ADAM
So are you really going out with that

guy?

ERI CA
Yeah, why not? | can't stay single for
the rest of ny life. | have to find ny
own partner.

ADAM
He's not your type.
ERI CA
Oh really? Do you know ny type?
ADAM
| do, and it's not him
ERI CA
What the hell are you tal king about?
ADAM
Let's stop beating around the bush.
you and | have sonething... we can't

hide it. W have undeni abl e chem stry.

ERI CA
Don't flatter yourself, you're feeling
yoursel f way too nuch.

81.
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breat hing too fast.

ADAM
Look me in ny eyes and tell me I'm
I ying and you don't feel anything
towards ne. .

Ericais silent, they both stare at each other. He pulls even
cl oser, as he's about to wal k away she grabs his hands. She
ki sses hi m passi onately as he hugs her tight. After the |ong
enbrace, Adamrealizes what they just did. He is too late

t hough as Ni kki has been standing by the door watching them

NI KKI
(shakes her head and chuckl es)
You know it's funny how instincts are
accurate all the tinme. Sonething told
me to cone in here for no reason

ADAM
Honey... | can..

NI KKI
You shut up!!'If you care for your
safety, you wouldn't say anything
right now Wth the rage inside ne, |
don't know what |'m capabl e of.

Steve cones to join themafter hearing | oud voi ces.

STEVE
What' s goi ng on?

ERI CA
Look N kki it's not what you think.

NI KKI
Are you fucking kidding nel It's not
what | think... So nmy eyes are
deceiving ne? | knew you were
tastel ess and cl assel ess but | never
t hought you' d stoop this |Iow. Really?
My husband? And you stand there with
your chest high and tell nme it's not
what | think?

ADAM
Baby listen... |

Because he could finish the sentence, she slaps himso hard
it echoes the room
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NI KKI

| better get out of here, because |
have a child that needs a nother so
|"mnot going to jail for two usel ess
human bei ngs you two are. You can have
each other, I'mdone with both of you.
But just so we're clear,both of you
better stay the hell away from ne and

my child or I'Il kill you. That's a
prom se.
Ni kki exits, she passes by Steve who is still confused. She

stops to tell him sonething.

NI KKI
You shoul d go home, apparently, she
has found the man she was | ooking for
in ny husband.

Ni kki | eaves the apartment |leaving all three of themstil
standing in the kitchen.

I NT. NI KKI AND ADAM BEDROOM - NI GHT

After an intense dramatic night, Adam arrives hone. He
quietly goes into his daughter's roomwho is sleeping. He
ki sses her on the forehead and sneaks out. He goes up the
stairs to his bedroom finding N kki sitting on the other
si de of the bed.

ADAM
"' mhere to get ny things.

NI KKI
Yeah, | think that's a good idea
because you mght find themon the
streets tonorrow.

ADAM
| don't know what to say... | didn't
want you to find out this way. W got
caught up in the nonent.

NI KKI

Pl ease don't insult me. You think
did't notice all the sneaky flirting,
eye contact and the constant touching?
You think I"mthat stupid to not catch
up on what was happeni ng?

(chuckl es and shakes head)
|"ve al ways known you were attracted
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to white wonen, it didn't bother ne.
But going after ny best friend, that's
sticking a knife in nmy back and
twisting it. Both of you are scuns for
doing this, two of the people | cared
about so much al nost ny whole life,
this what | get. Just get your shit
and get out of ny house and ny life. |
guess | don't need to tell you that
this marriage is over, | want a

di vor ce.

Adam starts gathering his bel ongi ngs.
| NT. ERI CA APARTMENT - NI GHT

That sanme night, it's raining and heavy thunder. Erica is
awoken by a knock on her door. She puts on sone cl othes and
her slippers. She opens, it's Adamw th a bunch of suitcases
and bags.

ADAM
| didn't know where el se to go.

ERI CA
Come in...

She hel ps himget his bags inside. Adamtakes off his jacket.
They both don't know what to say, Adam | ooks defeated. She
gets close to him hugs him then | ooks up and gives hima
soft kiss on the lips. As she pulls away, he grabs her face
and ki sses her nore.

EXT. SI MONE SCHOOL - DAY
2004

Adam and Erica are waiting in the car for Sinone at her
school. He notices her wal ki ng out of the buil ding.

ADAM
Si none!

Si none turns around to see her daddy waving at her. She runs
to the car.

ADAM
So How was school today?

ERI CA
Boring, we had a substitute teacher.
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ERI CA
H Si nonel!

SI MONE
My nomtold ne not to talk to you

an awkward sil ence.

SI MONE
So daddy, are we still going to the
arcade pl ace on Saturday?

ADAM
| have to ask your nother for
perm ssion first honey.

SI MONE
But why? You didn't have to before.

ADAM
That's just howit is now

SI MONE
Way can't things be |ike before? And
why do you |ive sonewhere el se now?
You don't like living with us?

ADAM
No, no. It's not about that. O
course, | want to live with you. It's

just that nommy and daddy's
rel ati onshi p has changed.

SI MONE
You don't | ove each other anynore?

ADAM
No, no it's not that. | |ove your
nmother. | will always love her... it's
conplicated. I'Il explain it to you
when you're a bit ol der.

S| MONE
| wish things were |ike before, | hate
how it is now Can't you just cone
back and stay with us?

ADAM
| can't sweetheart.

85.
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S| MONE
Thi s sucks.

Sinmone is quite upset, she puts on headphones and listens to
nmusi c.

| NT. ERI CA APARTMENT/ BEDROOM - NI GHT

Adam and Erica are cuddling in their bed at night. Erica is
| aying on his chest while they watch TV.

ERI CA
' m going over to ny nother's
tomorrow. Want to cone?

ADAM
No, | have sone errands to run

ERI CA
VWhat about after?

ADAM
| have too nmuch going on. My top
priority is spending tinme with ny

daught er.
ERI CA

So our relationship is not a priority?
ADAM

| have a daughter | barely see, |I'm

sure you understand that. Actually,
| " ve been thinking. Maybe we should
take a break and spend sone tine
apart.

ERI CA
Wait... what?

ADAM
This whol e thing doesn't feel right,
this relationship is causing ne to
make too many sacrifices | don't think
" mready to nake.

ERI CA
Are you breaking up with nme?

ADAM
| need to get ny daughter back, this
rel ati onship makes it harder for nme to
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do that. You're a great person and |
do |l ove you, but | can't sacrifice ny
relationship with Sinone for you

Ni kki is not nmaking it easy for nme to
spend tine with her, as long as we're
together. | don't blane her either.
that's why this has to end. 1'Il go
find a place tonorrow

Adam turns off the lanp and goes to sleep, |leaving Erica
still lost about what just happened.

EXT. N KKI HOUSE/ BACKYARD - NI GHT

Erica is sitting in her car, watching N kki's house. It's
very late and dark. N kki's car is not there and there seens
to be no one in the house. She gets out of her car and wal ks
to the backyard wearing a big hooded sweater. She tries to
open the gate but it won't open. There's a wi ndow ri ght next
to her, it's open. She peeks inside, no one there. She pulls
out a lighter and a piece of cloth. She lights it up and
throws it through the windows. It lands right by the bed. The
cover takes fire and the bed starts burning. She | eaves. She
drives off and | ooks at the side-viewmrror, the roomis
abl aze.

END FLASHBACK MONTAGE.
I NT. NI KKI CONDQ' SHOAER ROOM - DAY ( CONTI NUED)

After a long wal k down nenory |ane, Nikki is left with tears
rolling down her eyes. She gets out of the shower and puts on
a robe.

EXT. RESTAURANT PATI O - DAY

Adamis dining by hinmself outside. It's the mddle of the

day, not too many people so it's nice and quiet. A wonman
weari ng sungl asses passes by himand stops. She stares at him
until he notices her. He's creeped out by it and stops

eati ng.

ADAM
H, Can | help you?

The woman cones over to his table and sits next to him
ADAM

|"msorry, | think you got the w ong
t abl e.



She takes off her glasses, it's N kki.

ADAM
Ni kki ? Ch my! What a surprise! Wa..
how... I'"'mso | ost.

NI KKI
Yes, Adam you didn't see a ghost.
It's ne.

ADAM

Wher e have you been? How | ong have you
been in town?

NI KKI
For a few weeks now.

ADAM
| haven't seen you in years. You just
di sappear ed.

NI KKI
I needed a break and a new
environnent. | had nothing left in
this towm anyway. What about you?

ADAM
| "' mgood, the kids are all grown now.
My oldest... ny son is sixteen now and

t he youngest is six.

NI KKI
That's great. You seemto be doing
wel | for yourself.

ADAM
Yeah |'mdoing alright.So what brings
you here?

NI KKI

| kind of mssed it here. And | want ed
to visit ny nother.

There is sone silence, no one knows how to conti nue the
conversation

ADAM
| really don't know what to say right
now, it's alot of things | want to
say but not enough tine.

88.
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NI KKI
| don't need to hear anything from
you, | put everything behind nme. What
we had is history, just a chapter in
our lives. Let's keep it in the past,
it's better for both of us.

ADAM
| still want to say |I'msorry for
everything. Every day | think about
what | did to you and ny consci ence
eats nme alive.

NI KKI
|"mover all the things that happened
bet ween us and what you put me through
Adam |[|'ve forgiven you, not for you.
for me and ny peace.

Their conversation is interrupted by a call. Adam picks up
t he phone and | ooks at who's calling.

ADAM
| have to pick this. It's... ny wife.

NI KKI
Yeah, | shoul d get going.

ADAM
Take care of yourself

NI KKI
You t o0o0.

| NT. ADAM AND ERI CA HOUSE/ DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

It's dinner time for Adam and his househol d. The kids are on
t heir phones while they eat. Erica is bringing nore dishes to
the table. Adamis quiet.

ERI CA
What did | say are the rules at the
tabl e? No phones! Both of you put it
down.

KEI SHA
But it's so boring.

ERI CA
That's why we talk and have famly
time. Of the phone now. I won't say



it again.

ADAM
Your nother's right, phones are not
al l owed during dinner tine. Anyways,
how was everyone's day?

DANTE
Well, ny day was really great, | got
paid. |I'mgonna start saving up for a
car now.

ADAM

That's great son! But you better
remenber what cones first, school.
Don't get all caught up just because
you're making a little bit of noney.
Ckay?

DANTE
Yes, father. I'mrem nded every day
before I go to work.

ERI CA
So, babe, you didn't call nme back
earlier today. \Wat happened?

ADAM
| was neeting soneone when you call ed,
| kind of forgot.

ERI CA
Wait, who?

ADAM
lt's... N kki.

ERI CA

Where did you guys neet?

ADAM
She ran into ne at a restaurant.

ERI CA
VWhat did she want ?

ADAM
What do you nean? W just ran into
each other. W said hello and that's
it.

90.
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And you didn't bother sharing that

pi ece of information?

ADAM
I"'mtelling you now am | not?

ERI CA

You don't think that's something
you' re supposed to tell ne right away?

You woul dn't have told nme if |

hadn' t

even asked, would you? That woman cane
to my office and threatened ne Adant
Do you think it's a coincidence that

she ran into you?

ADAM

Have you | ost your damm mind? This is
not the place nor the tinme to do this.

DANTE
Dad who's Ni kki ?

ADAM

Don't worry about it, finish your

f ood.

I NT. NI KKI PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

91.

Ni kki is at her nother's house. They are watering the plants

in the front yard. Adrienne is now old,

she has aged

graceful ly though. She wal ks with a cane. A car pulls up on
their driveway. Erica gets out, Nikki sees that it's her.

goes to stop her fromgetting further.

NI KKI

You nust have | ost your dam m nd
com ng here! You better not take

anot her st ep.

ERI CA

| heard you had lunch with nmy husband.
| don't know what you're up to but you
know me don't you? I'Il protect what's

mne no matter the cost.

NI KKI

You need to get out of here right now

before it gets ugly!

She
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ERI CA
And what are you gonna do about it?

NI KKI
You want to find out?

ADRI ANNE
Little girl, you better get back in
that car and | eave before we call the
cops!

ERI CA
Stay out of this grandna.

Ni kki is furious, she slaps her across the face. They start
to quarrel. Erica pushes N kki to the ground, she gets back
up grabs her as they tussle on the concrete. Adrienne tries
to stop them Erica pushes her, she falls. N kki junps on
her, punches her in the stomach, and sone fists to the face.
Erica's purse is on the floor, there is a gun that fell out.
She tries to grab it but Ni kki stops her, Adrienne gets to
it. She points it to Erica.

ADRI ANNE
Get out of my house now

Both of the girls are panting hard.

ADRI ANNE
| said get out of here before I pull
this trigger!

NI KKI
Mom st op!

ADRI ANNE
This worman is pure evil! She doesn't
deserve to live! Look at what she has
done to this famly! She is a curse
t hat was brought upon us, | wll not
| et her hurt us even nore, you
under stand ne?

Erica gets up, grabs her purse.
ERI CA
You stay away from ne, ny husband, and
my famly. This is your only warning.

She | eaves.
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EXT. GRAVEYARD VI SIT - DAY

Ni ki went to visit her daughter's grave. She puts sone new
fl owers, cleans out the |leaves and things that fell around
the site.

NI KKI

H sweetie, | mss you. Sorry |
haven't been coming to visit that much
but | keep you in ny heart everyday. |
t hi nk about you every day, | pray that
you are in a better place and watching
over us. I'malso sorry that I wasn't
there to protect you when you needed
me to. It kills ne to this day. Just
to think about the pain you endured
that tinme, guts ne to the core.

(gets envotional)

BEG N FLASHBACK MONTAGE
EXT. N KKI HOUSE/ BACKYARD - NI GHT ( CONTI NUED)

After Erica set the bedroomon fire, it gets bigger. The fire
starts taking on nore roons, it reaches Sinone's roomwho is
asl eep as her grandfather is sitting on the chair in a deep
sleep as well. They are trapped, Stan wakes up to the
horrific scene, he wakes up abruptly and grabs Sinone. She
starts crying, he gets a blanket and puts it on her to cover
her. There is no way they can get out. He breaks the glass

wi ndow, manages to throw Sinone through the w ndow before the
fire consunes him Sinone is unconscious on the grass. Sone
nei ghbors conme running towards her w th extingui shers.

WOVAN
Honey | ook, there's a kid!

MAN
See if she's breathing, |I'm gonna see
i f anyone's still inside.

The man starts using their extinguisher to get through inside
but the fires are too strong. The wife is doing CPR on Sinone
but she's not respondi ng. More neighbors cone out to try and
fight the fire, a woman is calling for help.

I NT. 1CU ROOM - NI GHT

Ni kki is at the hospital waiting for any updates. Her
daughter is in the emergency roombeing treated. She is
sitting with her nother who is praying. Adamis in a corner
| ooki ng hel pl ess. One of the doctors conme to them
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ADRI ANNE
How i s she, doctor? |Is she awake?

DOCTOR
M and Ms WIlls,I'"msorry to tell you
that they both didn't make it. The
snoke damaged their lungs pretty
badly, we tried everything we could to
save them but we were a bit too |ate.
"' mvery sorry.

Ni ki falls to the ground, everyone breaks down in tears. They
go to see themone last tinme. N kki has no enotion as she
stares at her daughter's small body covered with white sheets
as Adamis standing next to her. She kisses her forehead.
Adrianne is by her husband's body nourning in tears.

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

The famly is gathered to bury Sinone and Stan. Their
graveyards are next to each other. The pastor is preaching as
the cromd |istens, N kki is sitting in the front with Adam
Erica is there as well, standing way in the back. Adrianne is
being conforted by a friend. Once the pastor is finished,
everyone takes turns saying their final goodbyes. Ni kki stays
seated. She turns to her left, nmakes eye contact with Erica.
Later, after everyone has left. N kki is still at the site,
she gets up and goes to the caskets. She places a rose on top
of each casket, then bursts into tears.

I NT. NI KKI PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

After |osing her daughter, Nikki lives with her nother. She
has | ost weight, her head is now shaved. The gl ow that she
had is gone, the tragedy they just experienced has aged her a
bit. She is sitting outside on the patio swing, staring at
not hi ng. Her nother cones to sit by her. She holds her hands,
Ni kki | ooks |ike she wants to say something but words can't
cone out. She |lays on her nother's shoul der and sobs |ike a
child. Her nother kisses her head as they consol e each ot her.

END FLASHBACK MONTAGE
EXT. GRAVEYARD VI SIT - DAY ( CONTI NUED)

After spending sone tine visiting her |ate daughter and
father, she puts flowers on both sites and | eaves.
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| NT. ERI CA AND ADAM BEDROOM - DAY

Erica is getting ready to | eave for work, Adamis still in
bed. She opens the nightstand. The noi ses of her scattering
t hi ngs around wake up Adam

ADAM
Can you not make so nuch noise? |'m
trying to sleep.

ERI CA
Have you seen ny charger?

ADAM
You never know where you put your
t hi ngs, how am | supposed to know?

ERI CA
VWhat the hell is up with your attitude
| ately? Since |ast night you' ve been
giving me the cold shoulder, 1'mthe
one who should be nad, not you. You're
t he one who went behind ny back and
met up with his ex!

ADAM
Are you fucking joking! | said she ran
into ne! It wasn't planned. Do you not
listen or what?

ERI CA
| nmean how would you feel if | net
with ny ex and didn't tell you?

ADAM
Wi ch one? There's a dozen of them so
who are you tal king about
specifically?

ERI CA
How dare you

ADAM

(clicks tongue)
You make such a big deal out of
nothing, |I'mgetting sick of you and
your insecurities. It doesn't't matter
what | do, | will get shit for it.
That's not how I'mtrying to live ny
life, living in fear over every little
thing I do. | never had this issue
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when | was with..

ERI CA
Qoooh... so you regret marrying ne
now? Because all of a sudden your ex
popped up? | didn't force you to be
with nme... you nmade that decision
Don't get it twisted, | could have had
any guy | wanterd.

ADAM
Yet you set your eyes on your best
friend s husband, way to go.

ERI CA
You know what ? |' m gonna go.

Erica grabs her purse.

|"mnot dealing with this today. If
you want to go back to your ex-wife
you can go right ahead... |'m not
hol di ng you host age here.

She gets in her car and takes her rage out on the dashboard,
punching it a few tinmes and screamng to the top of her
| ungs.

| NT. ADRI ANNE HOUSE - DAY

Adamis at Adrianne's house, they are sitting in the living
room Adam seens unconfortable with how to start the convo.

ADAM
Thank you for allowing ne in your
house.

ADRI ANNE
|"msurprised | let you in nyself, |

didn't think | could even after al
t hese years.

ADAM
| know | never got the chance to truly
apol ogi ze for all the pain | caused
you and your famly. | know |I' m not
worth your forgiveness but | stil
want you to know how truly and deeply
sorry | amfor everything.
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How conme it took all these years to
finally say that to nme?

ADAM
| was ashamed, couldn't even stand in
front of you. | guess | didn't want to

be rem nded of all the horrible
decisions | nade that affected your
daught er.

ADRI ANNE
Hmm .. better late than ever | guess.
| want you to know that | forgave you
a long time ago, that doesn't nean
forgot though

ADAM
| understand. Thank you.

ADRI ANNE
So is that all you canme for? To
apol ogi ze?

ADAM
Well, lately I've been thinking a | ot
about that night. | feel like I wasn't

told everything. So nmuch was goi ng on
| didn't get the chance to ask what
real |y happened.

ADRI ANNE
Are you sure that's sonething you want
to tal k about? Because | don't.

ADAM
Pl ease, | have been avoi ding finding
out but I won't be able to nove on
until | get sone answers. N kki wasn't
even talking to ne at that time, no
one was actually. | was focused on
trying to grasp that | just |lost ny
daughter, | realized | didn't know the
whol e story.

ADRI ANNE

So what is it exactly that you want to
know?

ADAM
| know the police said that the fire
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coul d have been caused by a candl e
that was lit or something left on the
stove. Were there any updates on that?

Adrienne is startled by his statenent.

ADRI ANNE
Hold on... wait...wait a mnute. So
you're not aware of what actually
happened?

ADAM
No, that's what I'mtrying to find
out.

ADRI ANNE

The fire wasn't started by accident
Adam sonmeone caused it.

ADAM
|"msorry... what?

ADRI ANNE
(voice starts to crack)
| don't think I"mready to get into

this again, | can't.

ADAM
Pl ease, Adrianne, | can't rest until
know the truth. | have to for ny
sanity... | have been having

ni ght mares every ni ght and sonet hi ng
tells ne | need to know t he whol e

truth.

ADRI ANNE
Maybe you shoul d ask your so-called
wife.

Adri anne gets up and goes to the bedroom | eaving Adamtrying
to take in what he just heard. She cones back, slans an
envel ope on the table.

| NT. ERI CA FOUNDATI ON- DAY

It's a busy day for Erica at her office. She is having a
meeting with sonme new investors. She is giving a
presentati on.

ERI CA
Gentl enen, when | started this



99.

foundation, | knew that these girls
were neant for so much nore. They may
have been born in unfair conditions
but with your help, we can help them
secure an extraordinary future. |
believe in them and what they can
achieve, just like | believe you do
too. W have a | ot of new projects
com ng up and with your help, we can
change these girls' I|ives.

Al'l of a sudden, Erica notices her husband wal king into the
building with a scary angry expression. He scans around to
find her in the conference room he enters. Everyone in the
nmeeting is confused, Adam stands by the door as Erica cones
to himto find out what's going on.

ERI CA
VWhat are you doing here? |I'mkind of
busy right now.

ADAM
| m gonna ask you one sinple question
and all | need is the truth.

ERI CA
Do you not see what I'min the mddle
of? I just said |I'"mbusy. |I'msure

this can wait.

ADAM
| don't think you're hearing ne, Wat
happened to ny daughter?

Eri ca wal ks away but Adam grabs her hand aggressively and
stops her. He pulls out a photograph, holds it in front of
her. It is a picture of Erica the night she burned N kki's
house. It shows her wearing a hoodie, getting in her car. He
shows her another picture showi ng her |icense plates. You can
see the fear in Erica' s eyes.

ADAM
What happened to ny daughter you
fucking bitch!?

Adam starts choki ng her.

ADAM
What did you do to my daughter? You
fucking killed ny child!!! You took
her away from ne!
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He sl anms her on the conference table as he punches her face
repeatedly, sone people try to stop himbut he's too strong.

ADAM
You will rot in hell for this! You
hear nme!!'? |I'mgonna fucking kill you
nmyself you evil bitch!!'! "Il kill

you!

Two enpl oyees cone running to diffuse the situation, it takes
thema while to get himoff of her as he won't |et go of her.
Erica is now bl oody, her |ips and nose are bl eeding. The
guards hold Adam as Erica's assistant hel ps her get up.

ADAM
You better run! Do you hear ne?? You
better run before | get to you because
"1l fucking skin you alive! Hey! get
the fuck of f ne!

Adam manages to get off the armlock he was in, he spits on
Erica before he | eaves the scene. No one dares to stop him
Everyone in the building is confused.

| NT. ADAM AND ERI CA BEDROOM - NI GHT

Adam arrives hone late at night after the disastrous night at
Erica's office. He runs upstairs and starts packing his
stuff. He gathers his clothes on the bed and starts throw ng
theminto a suitcase. Dante conmes up to the room he is
confused about what his dad is doing.

DANTE
Dda, what's goi ng on?

ADAM
| have to go away for a little while.
| got an energency.

DANTE
Why? What happened?

ADAM
"Il explain it to you later son, |
have to go now.

DANTE
Are you goi ng al one?

ADAM
Yes, but I'lIl come to see you guys



101.

soon and you'll cone to visit ne okay?

DANTE
Sure dad, whatever you say.

Adam grabs the bags, Dante hel ps himcarry sone downstairs.

ADAM
Were's Kei sha?
DANTE
She's staying at Gandnas for the
weekend.
ADAM
Ckay, | gotta go. Take care of
yourself, I'll call you soon okay?
DANTE

kay, bye Dad.

Adam hugs his son, kisses his forehead, and | eaves. He starts
packi ng his bags in the car when Erica pulls up. He totally

i gnores her. She cones out of the car, mascara i s running
down her eyes.

ERI CA

Adam please |l et ne explain. Please,
just let ne explain..

ADAM
' mtaking nmy kids, get yourself a
| awyer because |'m pressing charges. |
want a divorce too, now get out of ny
face before | kill you.

A MONTH LATER
EXT. LOCAL GROCERY STORE - DAY

Adamis shopping with his daughter at a small supernmarket.
Keisha is putting snacks in the cart. Adam notices Ni kk
shoppi ng on the other side, they go over to say hi.

ADAM
Hey t here!

NI KKI
Heey! How are you?

They hug each ot her.
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ADAM
This is ny daughter Keisha? Say hi
Kei sha.

KEI SHA
Hi!

NI KKI

Nice to nmeet you, Keisha! Aren't you a
little cutie pie?

She bl ushes.
ADAM
So you're still in town?
NI KKI
Yeah, | added a few nore days, |I'm

| eaving in two weeks.

ADAM
Maybe it's a sign that you should
stick here a little longer, it'd be
ni ce to have you around.

NI KKI

For who?
ADAM

You know... your nom
NI KKI

She's actually gonna cone live with ne
i n Col orado.

ADAM
Oh! How nice. That's good, that way
she won't feel so alone. Yeah...we're
just finished shoppi ng, what about
you?

NI KKI
Yeah | didn't find what | was | ooking
for so |'"mabout to | eave too.

ADAM
VWll let's go then, We're going to get
sone ice cream why don't you join us?

NI KKI
Oh sorry... | can't. I'mneeting
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soneone.

ADAM
Oh.. no worries then. Let's get out of
her e.

They exit the store together, Keisha notices a cute dog. She
goes to pet it as Nikki and Adamtal k without realizing she's
not next to them Qut of nowhere, Erica is driving on the
sanme street. As she |ooks to her left, she notices Adamw th
Ni kki | aughi ng and Keisha with them A sudden rage fills her,
she parks her car. She opens the glove box and there's a gun,
she takes it. She wal ks towards them and crosses the streets,
hi ding the gun behind her. N kki is the one to see her first,
she is suspicious, she points her to Adam Keisha cones
runni ng towards her nother smling with open arns, she starts
poi nting the gun towards Ni kki .

ADAM
Eri cal! Nol!

Adam bl ocks her, he pushes her away.

A shot is fired. People start running away. N kki checks to
see if she got shot, she didn't. Adamis covered in bl ood, he
| ooks down to see his daughter falling to the ground,
realizing who got the bullet. Erica is nortified, her hands
shake and the gun falls to the ground. Adam grabs his
daughter, holds her in his arns, sobbing. Erica tries to cone
forward, Adamreaches for the gun and points it towards her.

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY
MONTAGE

Ericais at her trial, she stands up as they are about to
sentence her. Adamis there, his parents and Erica's. N kk
is also present sitting in the back watching attentively.
Erica stands up, the judge is about to give her final

deci sion. The judge nmout hes the words "qguilty". She is taken
by the bailiff officers outside the court as her famly
breaks down and Adam gets up to | eave. He passes by N kki,
who is also enotional. They stare at each other w thout
uttering a word.

I NT. PRI SON CAFETERI A. - DAY

Ericais nowin prison, they are eating in the cafeteria. She
is sitting by herself at a table in the back. A group of
mai nl y bl ack wonmen sees her, one of the inmates signals the
ot hers. She gets up and takes her lunch tray. Erica can hear
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f oot steps com ng towards her, she continues to eat her food
in peace. The inmate sits down in front of her as her friends
on the other table watch.

| NMVATE
Hey there, snowflake? | wanted to cone
over and wel come you. |'m Ashl ey.

What's your name?
Eri ca doesn't answer.

ASHLEY
You' re gonna have to speak up when
Ashley is talking to you baby, She
doesn't |ike being disrespected.

There is no response.

ASHLEY
| heard through the grapevine that
you' re here because you snoked your
own daughter, is that true? That's
wld, but then again |I'm not
surprised. Wiite people don't surprise
me anynore. But let ne tell you a
little secret... We hate child killers
in here. You m ght wanna keep it on
the low, for your own safety that is.

VWait... wait, the secret's already
out! Because | and ny girls know
But... If you want it to not be public
know edge... you can do little favors

for me fromtime to tinme. What do you
t hi nk? You mght need a friend in
here, especially for new fish Iike
you.

The other girls are giggling, watching Erica try to not | ook
scared or weak.

ASHLEY
You're a really good listener.. | |ike
that. I'd like to get to know you
better snow bunny. Sonething about you
is intriguing ne.

She tries to touch her arm Erica pulls away. Ashley
chuckl es.

ASHLEY
"1l be seeing you soon sweet ness.
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Take good care of yourself alright?

She gets up and | eaves, Erica is trying to hide her enotions.
The girls are bursting out in | aughs now.

A YEAR LATER
I NT. PRI SON VI SI TI NG AREA- DAY

Erica is in her cell, reading a book. A prison guard cones to
her.

GUARD
You have a visitor.

She puts her book away, follows the guard. She gets to the
visitation area, |ooks around. She |ays her eyes on N kki.

She wal ks slowy towards her. She hesitates to sit down but
finally does.

NI KKI
| know I'mthe | ast person you'd
expect to see huh? Well, |1'm here.

ERI CA
Not hi ng shocks nme anynore. Look where
| am

NI KKI
Yeah, like you always said.. lifeis

full of twists and turns.

ERI CA
Wiy are you here NikKki .

NI KKI
It's crazy because even when | was on
my way here... | couldn't figure out
the answer to that. | had a feeling
that | had to do this... for nyself.
To close a chapter in ny life that
needs to be put away for good.

ERI CA
If you're here to | ook down on ne,
you're wasting your tine. |I'mnot also
gonna apol ogi ze to you and beg for
your forgiveness, | know God has
forgiven me. That's all that counts.
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NI KKI
That's not why I'mhere, and it's not
my style to | ook down on people's

m sery. | canme here with a nessage.
ERI CA

From who?
NI KKI

Your son.
ERI CA

Let ne guess, you're already under
Adam now that I'min here, aren't you?
This is your chance to get what you

| ost back?

NI KKI
What | lost ... | could never get
back. | was forced to nove on. Like |
told you before, | don't want that
man... but | do care for him probably
always wll. | didn't conme back
because | wanted to steal himback. Do
you want to know why | came back?
was determned to hurt you to the
core, make you beg for nercy, have you
on your knees, keep mnmy foot on your
neck. That's what | thought would help
me and push nme to nove on or even gain
a crunb of sone sort of happiness in
all of this. But after every attenpt,
it brought back nenories |I hid for
years. | couldn't keep goi ng anynore,
trying to hurt you was hurting ne
nore. There was no point.

ERI CA
What are you tal ki ng about ?

BEG N MONTAGE

EXT. UNDERGROUND PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT ( CONTI NUED)

Ni kki is hiding behind a car, she puts on a nmask while

wat ching Erica | eave her office. She unlocks it, gets in, and

hi des behind the driver's seat. Erica gets in the car, she
starts choki ng her.
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EXT. ADAM AND ERI CA HOUSE- DAY

Ni kki is stalking Erica and Adami s house. She is sitting in
her car with sungl asses on. She watches as Erica and Adam get
out of the house and drive off. Later that night, she wakes
up. She goes and clinbs over the gate to the backyard. She
breaks the glass and clinbs through the wi ndow. Once inside,
she takes a tour of the house. She | ooks at photos of the
famly, goes to each bedroom After the quick tour, she grabs
her lighter and drops it on the sofa in the living room She
clinbs back out through the wi ndow. She runs back to her car,
it is quite late at night and very dark. She drives off as

t he house starts to take on nore fire.

EXT. KEI SHA SCHOOL - DAY

After the nysterious woman wat ches Kei sha drive off with her
Erica, she takes off her glasses. It's N kki.

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD PARK - DAY

Keisha is talking to sonmeone at the park, sitting on a bench.
It's N kki she's sitting with. She hands Kei sha a teddy bear,
she sm | es.

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD DRI VE ( CONTI NUED)

Ni kki watches as Erica drivers off after talking to the

nei ghbor. She gets out of the car, wal ks towards him They
tal k, he gives her the business card Erica gave him

END FLASHBACK MONTAGE

| NT. PRI SON VI SI TI NG AREA - DAY ( CONTI NUED)

ERI CA
So that was you the whole tine!

NI KKI
Yes, | was planni ng on nmaki ng you pay
for every second of pain you caused
me. | was determned to go all the
way, but | stopped. | realized it

wasn't helping ne feel any better.
She pulls out a letter in her purse, slides it to her.

NI KKI
This letter is the only reason | cane.
That boy has turned to stone, he
doesn't talk, barely smles. Seeing
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hi m breaks ny heart. He told ne | was
the only one who could do this for
him so | had to keep my prom se.
think I will get going now.

Ni kki gets up. Erica is teary-eyed.

ERI CA
Wait... | need to tell you sonething.

NI KKI
Look He won't cone, his father
woul dn't even all ow himto.

ERI CA
| know... | wouldn't expect himto.
Just listen to ne.

NI KKI
kay.

ERI CA
| don't know where to begin but...l'm
sorry for everything... | know | don't

deserve an ounce of nercy from you

But | know you're a better person than
| could ever be. That's why | envied
you | guess. It started from copying
your personality and style and
failing, then | tried to bring you
down... didn't work either. That's
when | decided, | would take

everyt hing you cherished from you
destroy you and turn everything to
ruins. | really want yo to know that |
was not aware that Sinone and your
father were in the house. That is
sonething that will go with ne to ny
grave and will haunt ne forever.
Foolish of me to think that I would
feel better than because you
represented everything | wanted to
be... that | could never be. Hatred
and envy ate ne to the core that |
became this evil, manipulative ugly
person. | wanted everything you had, a
beautiful famly, the | ove and

adm ration of everyone around ne, the
respect.. the good heart... | thought
| deserved it so | was determned to
take it at any cost. I'mtruly sorry.
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| never deserved your friendship,

never deserved you to be in ny life. |
only ask you to please watch over Adam
and nmy son, they need you now nore
than ever. | know | can trust you to
do that. Because you're that good of a
person. Even after everything | have
done to you. | hope one day you can
find it in your heart to forgive ne..
even for just a second. Thank you for
visiting... it neans a |ot.

Ni kki | eaves with tears in her eyes, Erica puts her head down
on the table and sobs.

I NT. ERICA CELL - N GHT

After a visit fromN kki, that night Erica reads the letter
she was sent. She prepares herself to read it, closes her
eyes and takes a deep breath. It reads.

DANTE (VO
" Dear Mom | have a few words to say
to you, | don't even knowif | should
call you Mom anynore. | always thought
you woul d protect us because we were
t he nost inportant people in your
life. I thought that everything you
did, was for our own good. | guess |
t hought | knew who you were, | was
wong. To ne you have becone a nonster
and evil murderer. People at school
nock ne, they say | ama child of a
killer, you have put nme and dad
t hrough so nuch pain. | hope you're
happy wth what you did, taking your
own daughter's life. You're gonna pay
for what you did, and |I'm gonna be
there to watch it. Even when you cone
out, | never want to see you again for
the rest of ny life, to ne you are
dead. Don't ever try to get in contact
with nme, dad and | are noving out of
Atl anta, there is nothing left for us

here. Hopefully we will have a chance
to start over, maybe try to be happy
because we deserve it. | amtelling

you again, stay away fromus, we want
nothing to do with you. Thank you for
ruining our lives. Goodbye.
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Dante."

Erica breaks down in tears, she sobs. Her cellnmate can hear
her cryi ng.

CELLMATE
Grl, you're gonna have to cry
somewhere else. I'mtrying to sleep, |

don't want to hear that ness. Ceez.
She covers her ears with a pillow
BEG N MONTACE.
EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

Ni kki and her nom are visiting the graveyard of Sinone and
Stan, once they're done they go to their car. N kki hol ds her
not her as she wal ks with her cane. There is a truck that is
attached to a small noving trailer. They get into it and
drive off.

I NT. ADAM AND ERI CA HOUSE - DAY

Adam i s checking the roons to nmake sure they have packed
everything and didn't mss a thing. The house is enpty, walls
that were filled with photographs and beautiful nenories are
now bl ank walls. He takes a | ook one last tine, closes the
door behind him He walks to his car, Dante is waiting for

hi minside. They both | ook at each as if to reassure the

ot her that everything is okay. He playfully rubs his son's
hai r.

I NT. PRI SON SHOAER ROOM DAY

Erica is taking a shower alone, two girls sneak in quietly.
They have a knife, Erica has soap in her face.. she can't
open her eyes. They sneak behind her, one taps her on the
shoul der. Erica | ooks back, they start stabbing her multiple
times both at the same tinme. She cries out in pain. They

| eave her bl eeding on the ground as the water washes away the
bl ood and into the drain. She stops breathing.

THE END.
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