| NT. NEW LEAF CHURCH DAY

On a Sunday norning, New Leaf Church is up and lively.
Located in a small city in Oregon. The Choir is hyped,
singing praise songs that have everyone on their feet

cl appi ng and singing along. As the choir ends the song,
everyone cl aps and cheers for them The pastor of the church
is Pastor Paul Floyd... a man in his early fifties. He gets
ups and goes to the podiumas the claps are w ndi ng down.

PAUL
|"d like to thank our |ovely choir for
a beautiful praising session. They're
quite sonething, aren't they?

ATTENDEES
Yes!
(sone cl aps)

PAUL
What a great day to be in the house of
the Lord. This norning 1'd like to
tell you a quick story before | begin

ROADETS RGIVE

you want to know what | told thenf

ATTENDEES
Yes!
PAUL
Ckay, I'Il tell you. I've noticed that

the problemin today's parenting is
that it's become nore of a popularity
contest and | ooking cool in front of
their kids. The word parenting has

| ost its neani ng. Everybody wants to
have it all, have their cake and eat
it too. W have l|let our guard down.
Today's world is filled with so nuch
darkness and tenptations that as
parents; there is a need to be
worried. See you can't afford to
conprom se your child' s safety. W are
not here to be yes nen and wonen to
our kids, we are here to guide them..
to the Lord.

Sonme Amens and hal |l el ujah are heard.



Do you think that if you allow themto
do whatever they want.. they will |ike
you nore? They may... but for how

| ong? There's al ways

sonet hing...always. That's why | said
to that person that they needed to
choose either being a friend or a
parent. You choose the role you want
to play. So to each one of you parents
here today. You will have to nake that
choice as well, are you wlling to

ri sk your kid ending up sonepl ace they
have no business being in just to get
cool points? Think about that. By the
way, for those wondering if this is a
part of today's sernon, yes it is.

There are sonme nods in agreeance and others still taking in
t he story.

PAUL
Now | et's nove on to the sernon. |
want to talk to you about conprom ses

ROADEE RGIVE

all turn to the book of Revelation,
chapter three verse fifteen to

si xteen. Wien you have it, please
st and.

As everyone starts finding the verse in the bible, a teenage
girl, around sixteen is watching in the back seat with a
bl ank stare.

PAUL
It says.

"I know your works: you are neither
cold nor hot. Wuld that you were
either cold or hot! So, because you
are | ukewarm and neither hot nor cold,
| will spit you out of my nouth.”

You may be seat ed.
The congregation sits down.

PAUL
So let's tal k about being a | ukewarm
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| NT. PAUL HOUSE/ Kl TCHEN- NI GHT

That Sunday evening, Paul is having dinner with his daughter,
Allison... the young girl who was seated in the back earlier.
No one is talking, they are quietly eating their neal. Pau
keeps taking a glinpse at his daughter who is only staring at
her pl ate.

PAUL
How conme you sat in the back today?
You're the pastor's daughter. You need
to be in the front center every
Sunday. How do you think it makes ne

| ook?
ALLI SON
(shy quiet voice)
| wasn't feeling too well. | didn't

want to keep getting up to go to the

bat hroom
firs i
e tolld yo
you y ta

ALLI SON
| wasn't hiding.

GIVE

peopl e?

PAUL
Well, I'"mgonna bring you out of your
shel |, sooner than later. That's why

"' m gonna give you sone
responsibilities in the church from
now on. | want you to be nore active
in your father's church. Sone people
don't even know you're ny daughter.

ALLI SON
| don't know.

PAUL
What's there to know? You're doing
it!'! You have to be an exanpl e,
especially for the young girls like
you in the church. You're the pastor's
daughter... you have a duty to serve
in the Lord' s house. Renenber what |



sai d about being | ukewarm There's no
conprom se, if you have to rearange
your schedule to nake it work, that's
what you do. Understand?

Al lison stays quiet.

PAUL
Are we clear on that?
ALLI SON
Yes.
PAUL
Good.
ALLI SON

A few of ny friends wanted to go
shopping this week, can | go?

PAUL
Do you think that's such a good idea?
haven't even net themyet, how can

I
no
ou or
arefu
. littl

the hole. And where did you even neet
these so-called friends?

ALLI SON
They live in the nei ghborhood. W're
only going shopping, at the mall. It
will just be for a couple of hours.
PAUL
| said no.
ALLI SON
Dad!

Paul slaps the table so hard, it shakes.

PAUL
Have you | ost your mnd? Who are you
rai sing your voice to? IF1 SAY NO IT
MEANS NO Under stand? Now be qui et and
finish your neal.

Al lison grabs her fork and continues eating w thout making
any eye contact with her father.



I NT. OFFI CE/ WORKI NG AREA - DAY

Allison is studying in a snmall room where she is being

tutored by Ms. Landry, a nenber of her father's church and a
famly friend. Allison is working on an assignnent while Ms.
Landry reads a book. She hands her the paper once she's done.

MRS LANDRY
Alright, Mssy.. let's see how you
di d.

ALLI SON
Not so good, | didn't study that well
last night. | suck at Hi story

VMRS LANDRY
What... Conme on Ally, you had a whol e
week.

ALLI SON

| wasn't feeling good.

ROAD¥

It's okay.

(X FORGIVE

M's Landry continues to grade her work. Allison | ooks
pensi ve.

ALLI SON
Can | ask you a question?

MRS LANDRY
Sure, what is it?

ALLI SON
Do you agree with what ny father said
on Sunday's sernon? About conprom sing
and taking control of your kids'
lives?

VRS LANDRY
Um .. to sonme degree | agree. As a
parent, you have to put your Kkids'
safety and well|l being as a top
priority no matter what, but then
again | don't think being too
controlling will help in the long run.



ALLI SON
So you don't agree?

VMRS LANDRY
Every parent has their own parenting
style, it's not a matter of right or
wong in nmy opinion. W all do what's
best for our children.

They both | augh.

ALLI SON
| feel like he protects ne from
everything, even the good. | can't

even enjoy nmy own life.

VMRS LANDRY
Your father is just trying to protect
you, honey. Now you kids may not |ike
it but you will thank us in the |ong
run. When you have kids, it will all
make sense.

ROAD*#EEFORGIVE

VMRS LANDRY
Real ly? Oh, we'll see about that. Now
let's get back to why we're here,
don't think Paul would appreciate
paying ne to question his parental
skills.

ALLI SON
Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Landry, for
al ways being there for nme and being a
great friend.

VRS LANDRY
Awwy. .. it's ny pleasure sweetheart.
So.... last week we were on the topic
of World War |. Let's continue with

t he textbook and read a few chapters.
| NT. NEW LEAF PASTOR COFFI CE - DAY
Paul is doing some work in his office at the church. He is

goi ng over sone docunments and typing things on his | aptop.
Sonmeone knocks on the door.



PAUL
Cone in..

MAN
Do you have a m nute Pastor Floyd?

PAUL
Davi d? Cone on in!

He enters and sits down.

PAUL

How can | help you, ny friend?
DAVI D

Last week after the sernon, | was

talking to a few nenbers and. ..

PAUL
And what ?

DAVI D
Sone did not really agree or enjoy the

ROAD, L&) EQRGIVE

direct and right on point. There's no
beati ng around the bush, everyone

knows t hat.
DAVI D
| understand. They just felt it was a
bit nuch.
PAUL
VWll, | don't understand what that

means. Everything | taught, was
straight fromthe Lord' s book. Maybe
they don't want to hear the hard
truth.

DAVI D
It's not that, a few of themtold nme
that the way in which you were
preaching was quite different this
time. Your tone was a bit excessive.
And sone felt judged. Maybe you can
tone it down a little



PAUL
Sonetimes the word of God can be a
hard pill to swallow for sone, it can

hit you like a ton of bricks. but ['lI
keep that in m nd.

DAVI D
Thank you, oh and anot her thing.

PAUL
There's anot her thing?

DAVI D
| know it's not ny business at all to
bring this up but...Have you
considered getting married again? It
woul d help for the church inage. It
woul dn't be too bad for you either.

PAUL
That topic David... | will not get
intoit. I"'mnot ready for that yet,

maybe ever.

ROAD:EERLEQRGIVE

be happy and with soneone. This church

needs a first lady... again.
PAUL
Look, I'mdoing fine alright? My main

focus right nowis to make sure ny
daughter's 1 on the right path and
grow ng up to be a God-fearing young
lady. That's all | need in ny life
ri ght now.

DAVI D
Ckay. .. just know we want to see you
happy. And we mss her... we all do.
It would be good for you to have sone
conpany... other than your daughter.
That's all we're saying.

Paul | ooks at a photograph of his late wife on his desk, he
grabs it and stares at it.

| NT. ALLI SON ROOM - NI GHT

Allison is listening to Christian music while reading a book.



She gets a phone call. She picks up.

ALLI SON
Hel | o!

PHONE (VO
Ally! 1've been trying to reach you
al | day!

ALLI SON

Hey Steph, sorry |I've been busy today.
| had a | ot of honmework to do.

PHONE (VO
You still get homework even when
you' re homeschool ed?

ALLI SON
Yeah! It's jus the sane as going to
school

PHONE (VO

No, it's not. Do you get to hang out
Wi t ends d u |
o to Fhe m ng n o]
hi nk §o. ays, did je
- about e sheefiover 28You
ALLI SON

to be here an hour ago.
| don't think he will let ne cone.

PHONE (VO
Did you even ask hinf

ALLI SON
| know ny dad Steph, he won't agree.

PHONE (VO
Look, it won't hurt to ask okay? Pl us,
| need to Il et ny nom know before she
goes to work.

ALLI SON
Al right.

She hangs up the phone. Allison goes to her father's bedroom
She knocks on his door.

PAUL
Cone in.
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Allison enters.

ALLI SON
Hey dad!
PAUL
Hey, what's up?
ALLI SON
Yeah... | wanted to ask you if | could

go to Stephanie's. She's having a
sl eepover and | was invited.

PAUL
Who' s St ephani e?

ALLI SON
She's a friend of mne, she lives a
few bl ocks fromhere. Can | go?

PAUL
Absol utely not. never met her,
don't know what she s like... |f she
ROADLTOFORGIVE
PAUL
Didn't | just say no? And why do you

i nsi st on hanging out with people |
never met before? Didn't we just have
this same conversation |ast night?

ALLI SON
It's just a sleepover! Dad, | really
want to go.

PAUL
For the last tinme Allison, NO Walk
away before you piss ne off even nore.
| don't want to deal with this today.

She wal ks away.

ALLI SON
(whi spers under her breath)
If Momwas here she..

PAUL
What was that? Cone back here, young
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| ady! What were you sayi ng?
Allison is terrified to answer.

Paul sl aps her across the face before she could finish her
sent ence.

PAUL
Don't you ever bring your nother into?
How dare you di srespect her. Now go to
your room

Paul wal ks out of the room leaving Allison still standing in
t he sane spot.

EXT. NEW LEAF CHURCH - DAY

On Sunday norning, the church is in full swng. Allison is
outside standing in a corner having an enotional breakdown.
Ms. Landry conmes out trying to find her. She hears sone
sniffing. She finds her crying.

VRS LANDRY

ROAD*FY FORGIVE

| "' m okay, it's nothing.

MRS LANDRY
No, it's not, look at you! Now what's
wr ong?
ALLI SON
| just really mss ny nom It's not
the sane wthout her! | hate nmy lifel!
VRS LANDRY

Oh, honey! Cone here.

Ms. Landry pulls her close and hugs her tightly.

MRS LANDRY
| know how hard this nmust be for you
honey, I'm so sorry you're going

through this, but I want you to know
sonet hi ng. Your nother is |ooking down
on you and even when you don't see
her, | can assure you that she is with
you all the tinme. Okay?
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ALLI SON
It's just so unfair. How can God take
her |ike that when | needed her the
nost ?

MRS LANDRY
| know sweetie, | know. We all mss
her. Do you know what | do when | m ss
nmy husband? | talk to him | just sit
down and talk to himlike we used to
talk. | tell himwhatever is on ny
mnd and it makes ne feel closer to
him | think you should try it, Ally,
it would really help. And |I'm here for
you whenever you feel |ike talking or
anyt hing el se, alright?

ALLI SON
Thank you.

VRS LANDRY
No probl em sweet heart, now are you
okay to cone in, or do you need a few

ROADT(2FORGIVE

MRS LANDRY
Ckay, take your tinmne.

ALLI SON
Al right.

Ms. Landry rubs her shoulder as a sign of support and
confort and heads back inside.

| NT. PAUL AND ALLI SON LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Allison is watching a novie in the afternoon, the house is
quiet. She |ooks |like she is not invested in what she is

wat chi ng. She hears steps comng fromthe stairs, it's her
father coming to join her in the living room He sits on the
couch next to her and turns off the TV. He faces her.

PAUL
Ally, look... I'"'msorry about the
ot her night. | shouldn't have put ny
hands on you. | should have kept ny
conposure. That doesn't nean | agree
with you going out with friends
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don't know t hough. | want to make sure
they are good friends and won't put
you in situations you have no business
bei ng in.

Allison is just quiet, not even | ooking at him She is
staring at the turned-off TVW.

PAUL
Can you at |l east look at ne when |I'm
tal king to you?

Allison turns her face to himwi th fear in her eyes.

PAUL
Look, I'mdoing all of this to protect
you. It's a scary world out there, you
have no idea. | have to do everything

| can to shield you fromit. Sonetines
that nmeans | have to take drastic
nmeasur es because you're the nost

i nportant person to ne... okay?

Iearn fron1then1|f you ban ne from
living ny own |ife?

PAUL
My point is that | have a job to do
and that is to protect you, you may
not like how!l do it but that's not
changing anything. It only takes one
smal | m stake and your |ife goes down
the drain, you understand ne? | have
seen what having too nuch freedom can
do to you. My parents let ny ol der
br ot her do what ever he wanted, he
started drinking and using drugs. H s
friends turned himto a life of crine
and he's now | ocked up forever. Al
because ny parents didn't want to seem
strict and trusted the world. |'m not
goi ng down that route. | prom sed
myself | would do better than ny
parents. You mght call me controlling
but all I'"mdoing is for your own
good. Trust ne... you'll thank ne
| ater.
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He gets up and wal ks to the kitchen.
| NT. DAVI D HOUSE/ DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Paul and Allison were invited to David's house for Sunday
dinner. Ms. Landry is present and a few other church
menbers. Allison is sitting by Ms. Landry while her father
is on the other end of the table.

DAVI D
What did you guys think of the Easter
program t hose kids put on? How
beautiful was that?

VRS LANDRY
Right! | was in a little corner trying
to hide ny tears, ny little munchkins
were so amazi ng

PAUL
You did great Rebecca, that was the
hi ghl i ght of today's service.

LOADFEFFORGIVE

Ally smles as other awe in admration.

MRS LANDRY
This little lady is going to be an
amazi ng Sunday school teacher one day,
mar kK ny words.

DAVI D
| bet she is, Katie and Jack can't
stop braggi ng about her after class.
They say she al ways plans fun
activities and she's so nice. You're
doing a great job Ally, we're proud of

you.
ALLI SON
(shy)
Thank you.
PAUL
Yeah, she's doing alright, |I'm doing
all I can to turn her into a God-

fearing young woman. Al though she's
al ways conpl ai ni ng about ne being too
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controlling and involved in her life.
Maybe you guys can help ne out here,
we' ve been arguing about it for weeks
now. Anot her person's opini on m ght
hel p her under st and.

DAVI D
| nmean she's al nost eighteen. To ne as
parents, all we can do is give them
advi ce, hel p them when they need our
support, and pray for them W're not
gonna be with them every second of the
day, at sone point you have to trust
they will do what's right. And there's
such a thing called boundari es,
think it applies here.

PAUL
"' mnot taking any chances, |ast week
t he Wl kers cane to ne crying when
they found narcotics in their son's
bedroom Do you think that if they had
kept a better eye on their child it

ROAD TG FORGIVE

to trust your children as well. If you
expect the worst fromthem do you
think the opposite will happen?

»

PAUL
Oh | trust her, it's the world out
there that | have problemwth.

MRS LANDRY
But Ally's such a sweetheart Paul,
don't think you have anything to be
worried about. You raised her to be a
wel | - manner ed, hunbl e, and ki nd young
| ady. She rem nds ne so nmuch of Mari a.

There is silence at the table. Alison and her father's faces
turn cold. They both | ook at each other as Allison is trying
to hol d back tears.

EXT. PAUL'S CAR - NI GHT

After that Sunday dinner, Paul is headed home with Allison.
They are driving in silence on a rainy night.
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ALLI SON

Dad can | ask you a question?
PAUL

Sure.
ALLI SON

Do you hate nme?

PAUL
What ? How can you even ask ne
sonething |ike that?

ALLI SON
Because | think you do. Wiy is it that
everything | do you al ways judge ne
and tell nme no? | can never get your
approval no matter how hard | try, |
al ways follow your rules but you stil
find a way to make ne feel like |I'm
maki ng a m st ake.

ALLI SON
But you don't trust ne, dad, if you
did you wouldn't be so controlling.
You al ways have to know where | am and
who I"'mwth. | can't even hang out
wth nmy friends wthout you pani cking.
That's not how | want to live ny life

Dad!
PAUL
Hey hey hey... you watch your tone now
young | ady. Renenber who you're
tal king to!
ALLI SON

(shaky voi ce)
No Dad, | can't keep quiet anynore. |
can't continue to let you dictate ny

life the way you do, |'m al nost
eighteen... it's tinme for me to have
nore control over ny own life! |I'm not

even doi ng anything wong! I'm
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respectful and keep the val ues you and
Mom had t hought ne, there are other

ki ds out there doing worse but their
parents do not treat themthis
harshly. Wiy can't you trust ne that |
will do what's right? Way can't you be
a normal parent?!

Paul pushes the brakes very hard, alnost slanming their faces
on the windshield. He grabs Allison by the collar of her
] acket .

PAUL

(1 oud violent voice)
How dare you talk to nme |ike that!
Have you | ost your m nd? Everything |
do is for you! Do you know how many
sacrifices | make for you? How
ungrateful can you be? How many tines
are you gonna question ne about being
a parent? DO YOU HAVE A CHI LD? What do
you know about parenting! NOTH NG The
next tinme this happens, you're gonna

ROALETO FORGIVE

wi ndow whil e tears are running down her face and she is
W ping themwith the sl eeve of her jacket.

Once they arrive home, Allison gets out of the car quickly
and slanms the door. She runs into the house while her father
is still in the car, burying his face in the palmof his
hand.

| NT. ALLI SON ROOM - NI GHT

During that night, Allison is in her room She is packing her
clothes and putting themin a backpack. She is nmaking sure to
not make too much noise as her father is asleep in the other
room Once she has everything in a few bags, she puts on her
shoes and tries to sneak out w thout being noticed. She
slow y opens her door and tiptoes to her father's room She
checks to nmake sure he is asleep, she wal ks down the stairs
all the way to the front door. As she | eaves her hone, she

| ooks back again to take a | ast | ook.

I NT. MRS LANDRY HOUSE- NI GHT

Allison arrives at Ms. Landry's house in a taxi cab. She
grabs her bags and goes to knock on the door. Ms. Landry
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conmes to open, she is shocked to see her so late at night.

MRS LANDRY
A ly!? Wha... what's going on?!
ALLI SON
| left nmy house.
MRS LANDRY
Wy? What happened?
ALLI SON
| can't take it anynore. | had to

| eave that house

MRS LANDRY
Cone on in! Conme on.

M's Landry hel ps her with her bags as they go inside. They
sit at the kitchen table, Allison | ooks defeat ed.

VMRS LANDRY
Al ly, what's going on? You're scaring

ROAD T FORG

| have let ny dad use nme as a punchlng

bag all ny life, I"'mfed up now.
can't keep letting himtreat ne the
way he does. | have no voice, no
control, no life. | get slapped and
yelled at for every little m stake |
make, that's not life. I'mnot going

back there anynore. It's hell.

MRS LANDRY
|'"mso sorry sweetie, I'"'msorry for
everyt hing you' re goi ng through. Does
your father know about this?

ALLI SON
No, | sneaked out.

VRS LANDRY
Ally, you know that's not right.
Tonorrow norni ng he's gonna wake up
and you won't be there, you're going
to worry himto death.
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ALLI SON
That' s not hing conpared to what he has
done to ne.

MRS LANDRY
| understand, but he's still your
father. At |east he needs to know
you're safe. You owe himthat much
Can | at least tell himyou re here?

ALLI SON
No, not yet. Not until | get to ny
aunt's first.
MRS LANDRY
Your aunt in Texas?
ALLI SON
Yeah.
MRS LANDRY

Did you tell her you're going there?

ROAD: @R GIVE

VMRS LANDRY
This is crazy. Ckay let nme go get your
bed ready, are you hungry?

ALLI SON
No, |'m okay.

MRS LANDRY
Ckay, 1'll be back.

| NT. PAUL HOUSE - DAY

Paul is grabbing breakfast in the norning, sitting down at
the dinning table while having sonme coffee and eggs. After
he's done, he washes the utensils he just used in the sink
and goes upstairs to the roonms. He gets to Allison's room He
knocks.

PAUL
Al ly?

He knocks agai n.
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PAUL
Al'lison? Are you awake? Can | cone in?

There is still no answer. He opens the door and finds the
room al nost enpty. He notices that sone clothes are m ssing
in the closet and things are scattered around. He takes out
hi s phone and calls her. The phone rings a couple of tines
until he hangs up. He sends her a text.

Were are you?
Call ne as soon as you can, we need to talk."
EXT. Al RPORT - DAY

Ms Landry is dropping Allison at Portland international
airport. They sit in the car for a while, not know ng what to
say. Allison grabs Ms Landry's hand.

ALLI SON
| want to thank you for everything Ms
Landry. You have been there for
than ny own father. Thank you.

feel kind of guilty that your father
doesn't know about this.

ALLI SON
| wll ask my aunt to call himwhen
get there. If I tell himnow, he wll
figure out a way to bring ne back. |
can't take any chances, | wll never
go back to that house.

MRS LANDRY
Can | at least tell himyou were at ny
house.

ALLI SON
kay.

MRS LANDRY

Ally, are you sure about this? Is
there no other option than this? I
just feel like your father will not
take this well.



ALLI SON

At this poi
be in that
al |
tinme for

the tine. |

nt, |
house,

don't care.

wal ki ng on eggshel |ls
want to be happy.
me to be happy, |
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can't

It's
deserve

VRS LANDRY

vell, |

this is what

have ny ful

want you to be happy,
it takes to do that,

| suppor

ALLI SON

Thank you.

so if
you
t.

M's Landry gives her a | ong goodbye hug.

"' m gonna m ss you so nuch.

MRS LANDRY
OGooooh. . .

ALLI SON
Sane here, 1'Il cal

settl ed. Please don't tel

get there.

ROAD,!

know how everything' s going. |

ela s
eodch p

| you once |I'm
himuntil |

can

cone visit you sonetines too if you

want .

ALLI SON

That woul d be great,

wi |

Al'lison gets out of the car and grabs her

seat .
enot i onal
enters the term na
| NT. PAUL HOUSE -

Paul

sh

DAY

returns home sonme hours | ater
He wal ks upstairs and checks his daughter's room.

He | ooks worried now. He check her
there's barely anything |eft

still not there.
ni ght st and,
PAUL
(angry voice)
Ally!l Al'lison!

and | prom se

keep in touch with you.

bags fromthe back

She waves goodbye to Ms Landry who is starting to get
but trying not to showit.
unti |

She watches as Allison
e di sappears from her view

he turns on the |ights.
she's

i nsi de.
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He calls her phone again. The line is switched off, he starts
pani cking. He runs to the front door and wal ks to their
nei ghbor's house. He knocks on the door, a worman opens it.

PAUL
H Andr ea.

ANDREA
Paul , how are you?

PAUL
" m | ooking for nmy daughter, have you
seen her today?

ANDREA
Oh, I'msorry. | wasn't here the whol e
day, just got in.

PAUL
Can you pl ease ask your husband or
your kids if any of them know

ROAD-EO FORGIVE

PAUL
Thank you.

WIl. ..

Paul is already running back to his house. Once inside, he
sits on the couch | ooking defeated and angry at the sane
time. He takes a few deep breaths to cal mdown. H's phone
rings. It says Kelly Landry on the screen. He picks up.

PAUL
Hel | o!

MRS LANDRY (VO
Paul , hey!

PAUL
Hello Ms Landry, sorry but right now
is not a good tine to talk.

MRS LANDRY (VO
| really need to tell you sonething,
Paul . It won't take | ong.
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PAUL
Is it that inportant?

MRS LANDRY (VO
Yes it is.

PAUL
Look, my daughter is mssing. |I'm
trying to find her so | don't think
there's anything nore inportant than
that. By the way, do you know
anyt hing? | know you guys are cl ose.

MRS LANDRY (VO)
That's what | wanted to talk to you
about. Allison canme to ny house
yest er day.

PAUL
| s she there right now? How can she
| eave and not tell ne anything? Put
her on the phone, let ne talk to her.

ROAD-FIFORGIVE

PAUL
What are you tal ki ng about ?

MRS LANDRY (VO
| prom sed her | wouldn't say anythign
until she got there but ny heart
woul dn't rest unless | called you.
Ally left to go to Texas and be with
her aunt. | dropped her off at the
airport.

PAUL
Wa... what? You're telling ne Ally
went to anot her state on her own?

MRS LANDRY (VO)
Well, she told nme she tal ked to her
aunt and she knows that she's com ng.
She was quite upset.

PAUL
HOW CAN YOU NOT TELL ME SOVETHI NG LI KE
THAT KELLY? |'M HER FATHER
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VMRS LANDRY (VO
|"'msorry Paul, | gave her ny word.

PAUL
| don't care what you prom sed her
|"mresponsible for her and | have a
right to know where she is at al
times!

VMRS LANDRY (VO
She's not a little girl anynore Paul,
you need to realize that. If she feels
i ke she's not safe and needs to
change the environnent for her own
hapi ness, she should have the right to
do so. You need to realize that you
can't be in charge of her life
anynore, what good is it going to do
if you dictate everything she does?

PAUL
And who are you exactly to tell ne al
thi s? Huh? Just because you | ost your

own
howsit o
eed ypu t
- you'r onn

doesn't cone back. You have ny word.

MRS LANDRY (VO
You're threatening nme now?

PAUL
| hope you realized what you just did.
Don't ever call nme again, don't even
bot her comng to ny church

Paul hangs up the phone, he is speechl ess.
EXT. DALLAS FORT WORTH | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - NI GHT

Al'lison just |anded in Texas, she is walking in the arrival
term nal. She gets her bags together and starts | ooking for
her aunt. She scans around draggi ng her bags behi nd her, she
hears her nanme being called behind her.

VWOVAN
Al lison!

She turns around. Her aunt, Carol is waving at her. Carol, a
woman in her thirties, with a quirky fashion style and a big
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wel coming smle is standing a couple of steps away. She wal ks
towards Allison, grabs her, and hugs her. Allison has tears
in her eyes and so does her aunt. It's an enotional reunion.

CAROL
Ch ny! Look at you!
(snifs)
You have turned into a beautiful young
woman! Ughh.... you look just |ike

your not her.

ALLI SON
H, Aunt Carol!

CARCL
Thank God you nmade it safely, cone
on... let's get to the car!

Carol grabs one bag and they start wal king to the parking | ot
as Carol has her arm around her niece.

EXT. CAROL'S CAR - N GHT

dNL Vi n k t i rp , NCafo S
oesn e | Bkeeps
dii ves
CARCL
Are you jetlagged sweetie?
ALLI SON
No, | just can't believe I'mactually
her e.
CARCL
Me too, but I'"mglad you are. |I'm not
happy about the circunstances that |ed
you here though. | can't even imagi ne
how bad it nust have been to | eave so
abruptly.
ALLI SON
It was a long tinme comng. |'msure ny

dad is pulling his hair out right now
wondering where | am

CARCL
| thought you said you would | et him
know once you | anded.
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ALLI SON
Yeah, | asked Ms Landry to give hima
acall. I turned off ny phone, I'm
sure there will be a mllion texts and
calls. | can't deal with that right
now.

CAROL
Are you going to talk to himanytine
soon?

ALLI SON
No, |'m gonna change ny nunber
actually. If he wants to know if I'm
okay, he can go through you. |I'm done
with him

CAROL

Ckay honey, as you w sh.
| NT. PAUL HOUSE/ OFFICE - NI GHT
Paul is sitting on the deck stairs at night, he | ooks

eprgsses i a e 40 i g h I SYha |
one s Hi s u red. spart
in budg€. Helli s' d d.

| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - DAY

whi sy d
e doeSn't

It's Allison's first norning in her aunt's house. She is
awakened by Carol who is knocking on her door.

CAROL
Knock knock sl eepyhead!

Carol enters.

CARCL
How was your night sweetie?

ALLI SON
| slept Iike a baby. This bed is
really confy.

CARCL
Oh really? Wll, | made fresh
pancakes! | renmenber how nuch you

| oved t hem
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ALLI SON
(smal I chuckl e)

| still do.

CARCL
Well, come on! Let's go start the day
off right, shall we?

ALLI SON
Let ne get dressed.

CAROL
kay, I'lIl see you in a bit.

Al'lison and Carol are sitting at the dining table. Carol's
condo is quite small but the decoration is sublinme, nostly
vintage decor. Allison is chow ng down the pancakes so fast
she's not talking. Carol is anmused by it, she watches her
whi | e drinking coffee.

CARCL
Well slow down Ma'm This is not the
| ast batch of pancakes in the world!

ROALETO'FORGIVE

ALLI SON
| didn't eat any of the plane food,
it's disgusting.

CARCL
| know right! Tastes |ike rubber.
Anyways, let's talk about today's
plan. I"'mworking till five today so
if you need anything, you call ne. |
didn't have enough tine to ask for a
day off so | can keep you conpany...

ALLI SON
Aunt Carol, that's okay. | wouldn't
want you to m ss work because of ne.
"1l be fine. You' ve done enough for
me al r eady.

CAROL
You're famly Ally, you' re ny
responsibility. I... | owme it to your

nother. | have to live up to it.
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ALLI SON
| mss her... | mss her alot. The
nore distant | amwth ny father, the
nore | wish she was here.

CAROL
| know honey, we all mss her. That
wonman. .. she was sonet hing el se. You

reali ze how much of an inpact a person
has made in |ife when everyone can
feel the void once you have left this
wor | d.

It's crazy because | felt |ike she was
nore of ny nother than ny ol der
sister... in a good way | nean. Not
only because we had each other, she
just had this notherly affection,
towar ds everyone. She never judged ne
despite all the flaws | had and ny

m sbehavi ors, she tried to understand
me. Sonetinmes life can really be so
unfair. It shouldn't have been her.

ROADP-“TO1+ORGIVE

|"msorry, | kind of got carried away.
Let's not start the day pitying

oursel ves. We're gonna conquer this
day and make the best of it! Wat are
you going to do for the rest of the
day?

ALLI SON
Unpack, get ny stuff organized, and
get settled | guess. See what |'m
m ssi ng.

CARCL
Wiy don't you wite them down on a
list? Tonorrow we can go shoppi ng,

huh?
ALLI SON
Ckay.
CARCL
Alright, well | have to go to work so

call me if you need sonething. There's
sone | eftovers fromlast night in the
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fridge when you're hungry. | cook on
nmy days off, that's another thing
that's about to change since | have

conpany now. So I'Il nake you a decent
meal tonight. 1'll see |later, okay?
ALLI SON
kay, bye.
CARCL

Take care of yourself...
Carol grabs her purse and car keys.

CAROL
Aly...

Al l'ison | ooks up.
CAROL
Good things are conmng... God has
amazi ng things for you ahead alright?
Don't ever forget that.

ROAR.TO FORGIV

Carol is on break at work, she is sitting outside in the

garden. It's quiet and peaceful as she eats her lunch. She is
on her phone | ooking at Paul's contact. Suddenly, she gets a
call fromhim Her hands start shaking as she taps to answer.

CARCL
Hel | 0?

| NT. PAUL NEW LEAF OFFI CE - DAY

Paul is at his church sitting in his office as he talks to
Carol .

PAUL
(sarcastic chuckl e)
Carol? It's been a while.

CARCL
Yes, it has, how are you, Paul ?

PAUL
| al ways hated stupid questions so
let's cut to the chase. | need you to
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bring ny daughter back. Oherwise it's
gonna turn ugly for you.

CARCL
Paul , she's turning eighteen in a
nonth. You tal k about her like she's a
little girl who doesn't know what
she' s doi ng.

PAUL
SHE' S STILL MY DAUGHTER

CAROL
Look, that girl had to | eave because
she wasn't happy Paul. If you care

about her, you would | et her nake her
own choices fromtine to tinme. You'd
rat her she stays m serabl e than stay
with me? Ww There goes the father of
t he year award!

PAUL
You are not going to teach ne about

ar MTETNY Ou d |
i rstb@rn. AVaybg you ro u
hat . w @ do wafit ‘Al t

- anywh neaw—4ou, und a :

Tell her to conme honme! She won't
answer ny texts or calls so
unfortunately for ne, | have to go

t hrough you. Do whatever you need to
do to bring her back

CAROL
(sigh)
|"m sorry but she doesn't want to cone
back. She's made that clear to ne and

| support her decision. | think you
shoul d give her sone tine and space,
both of you could use it. | don't know

what's actual ly going on between you
two but I can see in her eyes the hurt
and sadness. She needs tine to heal.

PAUL
You don't need to know what's goi ng
on. Again, she's MW CH LDl All of this
woul dn't have happened if you
hadn't. .

Carol | ooks hurt.
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PAUL
| don't need to repeat what you
al ready know. But if anything happens
to my daughter, it's on your head.
Tell her...tell her that...
(pause)
Never m nd.

Paul hangs up the phone. Angrily, he slaps everything from
his desk on the floor. He wal ks around the roomto cool off.
He stops, he has a poundi ng headache. He wal ks back to his
chair and sits down.

| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ GUESTROOMt NI GHT

Allison is laying down in her bed, Carol is also there. Carol
i s addi ng sone decorations in her roomto nake it nore
wel com ng.

ALLI SON
How was wor k?

ROAD*F

My dad?

CARCL
Yup! It was short but tense.

ALLI SON
How mad i s he?

CARCL
He's pretty mad but | felt |ike deep
down he was nore nervous and worried
about than angry. He wants to nake
sure you're all right.

ALLI SON
| doubt that. He's just panicking that
he has no one to yell at and control.

CARCL
Wait, what?

ALLI SON
He's not who you think he is Aunt
Carol .
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Carol cones to sit closer to her and pay nore attention.

ALLI SON
Dad has changed a | ot since Mom
passed. | don't even recognize him

anynore and he scares ne.

CAROL
Honey... did he... did he threaten you
or hurt you?

Al lison starts tearing up.

ALLI SON
| don't know what | did to him He
takes his anger out on ne all the
time, he makes ne feel worthless and
as if he resents nme for noms death. |
can't do anything w thout consulting
him | don't have a |ife outside of
him everything | do is wong...
sonetinmes | feel like he wishes it was
me who had st opped breathing and not

ROADFTO FORGIVE

, Sweetie... no no no..

Cone here.

Al'lison drops in her aunt's arnms while she | ets out her
enot i ons.

CARCL
|"mso sorry. I'"mvery sorry you went
through all this. | promse |l wll
keep you safe, | promi se. No matter

what it takes. Look at ne.

They face each other. Carol holds her face

CAROL
God hasn't forsaken you, honey, it
will get better fromhere. Al this
hurt and pain will pass okay? The hard

part is over, now the only way to go
IS up. Better is comng, trust in him
And | am here to help you every step
of the way. Renmenber, you are |oved
and cherished, you matter ny darling.
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You al ways have, you always will. Now
is your time to heal, just like |I had
to. It's a hurtful process but once
you go through it, it's like a breath
of fresh air back into your body and
l[ife. Trust ne...

Carol kisses her forehead and continues to confort her niece.
| NT. NEW LEAF CHURCH DAY

Sunday service at New Leaf is about to start, the attendees
are comng inlittle by little. The choir is already singing,
the church is half full. Paul, David, and a few other church
| eaders are by the entrance greeting the conmers. Paul seens
to not be into it.

DAVI D
Hell o sister Linda, good to see you!

LI NDA
You too David. Hell o Pastor!

ROAD. T EORG

L1 NDA
" m doi ng just fine.

David notices sonmething is up with him

DAVI D
Are you okay?

PAUL
Yeah, just had a | ong night.

Paul notices Ms. Landry walking up to the front door. He
runs to stop her.

PAUL
What do you think you're doing here?

VMRS LANDRY
What do you nean? | canme to church

PAUL
| thought | made it clear | didn't
want you attendi ng nmy church anynore.
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MRS LANDRY
VWhat ? You can't be serious Paul.

PAUL
|'"mvery serious, you don't cross ne
the way you did and expect nme to be
all fine and dandy. Now turn around
and | eave pl ease before | make you.
have that power you know?

MRS LANDRY
Paul , this has been ny church for as
long as | can renenber. You can't ban
me fromit.

PAUL
Ch really! | think I have the
authority to. Turn back!

ks to themas the situati on becones tense.

DAVI D
| s everything okay here?

fromthe church

DAVI D
Wait, what? You can't do that.

PAUL
And why not ?

DAVI D
Paul , anyone is welcone in the house
of the Lord, who are you to ban her?

PAUL
| started this church, IT"S MNE
DAVI D
No, it's not. Ms. Landry, please go
i nsi de.
MRS LANDRY
Thank you.

Landry proceeds to go inside.
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DAVI D
| know about Allison Paul, she had
told me. Look, | understand your anger

and frustration towards her but she
did what she thought was best for
Ally. If she cane to her house and
didn't want you to know, there's
probably a reason why. | know it's not
my place to tell you how to act

t owards your daughter but maybe it's
for the best.

PAUL
Yeah, you're right. It's not your
pl ace.

DAVI D
Al I'"msaying is your personal

situation is conprom sing your
position in the church. A few people
have cone to nme telling nme that their
interactions with you were.... not
pleasant. If it continues, we're gonna

take sonme tinme off. Take tine to
figure things out and cal m down,

think you could use a break from
| eadi ng the church. W're worried

about your nmental status. |'Ill ask
Brother Cl emmons to | ead today's
ser non.

David pats himon the back and wal ks away.

BGEI N MONTAGE

| NT. CENTRAL OREGON COVMUNI TY COLLEGE - DAY

Carol and Allison are at the admnistration office of a high
school. They are talking with a counsel or, she is show ng

t hem sonme brochures. Allison seens excited and so does Carol.
EXT. LOCAL SUPERVARKET- NI GHT

Al lison is doing sonme grocery shopping |ate at night, she

stops to stare at a nother and daughter duo who are having a
fun tinme shoppi ng. She watches in awe.
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| NT. PAUL BEDROOM - NI GHT
Paul is in his bed sitting down, he has a bunch of famly
phot os gat hered all over the bed. He grabs one and stares at

it. It's afamly portrait of him his wife Maria and a young
Ally.

EXT. CAROL BACKYARD- DAY

Allison is in the backyard, laying on a blanket in the grass.
She is drawing a sketch in her notepad. It's a girl |ocked up
in a dark roomsitting in a corner wwth a small w ndow.
Behind the window, it's shining and there's butterflies.

| NT. NEW LEAF CHURCH ROOM - DAY

Paul is yelling at the choir nenbers, he is throw ng things
around the room.. everyone seens scared of him He is so
angry that he has turned red. David wal ks in.

| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ BATHROOM DAY

Allison is getting ready to go out, she has on a cute floral

amgl doi al She b | p o) S
ooksihesit@nt @o pull it S al 0€5. unt
she t@o iQ dre§sed. fShe 3 t e | gok

| NT. NEW LEAF PASTOR OFFI CE - NI GHT

There is a neeting of the church leaders in Paul's office. He
doesn't seem pl eased to be present. He seens to be the
subject of the matter, as he is facing the other |eaders of
the church. David is talking to himas the others |isten.

EXT. PAUL'S CAR - DAY

Paul is driving, his phone is on the car nmount. It |ights up,
it's a calendar alert. He unlocks the phone and taps on the
notification. It's a rem nder of Allison's birthday. It says”
Cet Ally's birthday gift" He is crushed. He taps on her
contact and is tenpted to call her. He pulls his hand away.

| NT. SHOPPI NG MALL - DAY
Al lison has made sone new friends, they are having a shopping

day at the mall. They enter a store and start | ooking through
the racks. She is bonding with them and having a good tine.
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I NT. CAROL HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Carol is making | ate-night dinner while Allison does
homewor k. Carol grabs some spaghetti and throws them at her,
they start having a food fight. Allison is genuinely happy
and loving the silliness.

| NT. PAUL HOUSE/ BATHROOM - DAY

Paul just took a shower, he comes out and puts on his towel.
All of a sudden, his vision gets blurry. He can't see his
steps, he trips on a scale that was on the floor but is able
to save hinself.

I NT. CAROL HOUSE/ GUESTROOMt NI GHT

Allison is hanging a picture of her nother on her wall. She
aligns it to make sure it's straight.

END MONTAGE

| NT. CALL CENTER - DAY

ROABREOQ FORCVE

pi ctures of her and Carol, a few sketches that nmake her

wor kspace | ook less dull. She is about to end a call with a
cust oner.
ALLI SON
Alright, Ms. Anderson, so the paynent
did go through, | just sent you an

email with the confirmation nunber and
your receipt. |Is there anything el se |
can do for you before | end this call?

CUSTOMER (V. O
No that would be it, thank you

ALLI SON
You are very wel come, have a nice day,
and thank you for your tine.

The customer hangs up. Allison takes off her headset after
the call, her coworker next to her | eans back on her chair to
talk to her.

CONORKER
Did you get it?
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ALLI SON
Yes | did!
CONCRKER
Ugh.... lucky! I only had two today.

This is not good.

ALLI SON
We all have good and bad days, or
maybe you need to rethink your sales
strat egy.

CONCRKER
Maybe | need a new j ob.

ALLI SON
Shhhh! You know t hese wal | s have ears.
You m ght find yourself on the
unenpl oynent |ine sooner than you
t hi nk.

CONORKER
Mhnmm . . wouldn't mnd at this
0
a

I
i N as be 7T ONi N |
tel yfso know he e
sal s afle go¥ng d@gwn. E
- now. . odShi'ng | t i A e

applications on I ndeed this norning.

ALLI SON
You'll be fine! He watches everybody.
He's |i ke a hawk.

CONCRKER
Well, word around here is that you're

nmovi ng up young | ady!

ALLI SON

What! How did you know?
CONORKER

Alittle birdie told nme, is it true?
ALLI SON

Well... it's not confirmed yet but

t hings are | ooking really good!
They share an exciting nonment.

CONORKER
| really hope you get it! It would
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help me out a lot. Well... and you too
of course. But I"'msaying, if we had
one of us on the managenent |evel, we
coul d have a breat her

ALLI SON
Wel |l cross your fingers for ne,
hopeful ly, it goes through.

CONCRKER
"Il pray for you girl.

Allison | ooks a bit unconfortabl e.

ALLI SON
Thanks... but | don't believe in
prayers.
CONORKER
Oh... well 11l still pray for you.
ALLI SON
Ckaaay... Let ne get back to these

YTOFORGIVE

| NT. ALLI SON CONDO - NI GHT

After a long day at work, Allison arrives at her small condo.
She turns on the lights and goes to the kitchen to put the
grocery bags away. She places themon the kitchen counter,
takes off her coat and starts cooking. Once she is done, she
starts eating her dinner while watching TV. She receives a
text from Carol, she grabs her phone and reads it. It says

" Couldn't reach you today, | mss you. | want to take you
out on a date, why don't we plan sonething this weekend? Let
me know, | |ove you."

The text puts a smle on her face.

She replies " Sorry, just got hone.l'll call you tonorrow.
Love you.

She continues eating.
| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ LIVING ROOM - DAY

Al'lison went to visit her aunt, they are sitting in the
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living room having sone snacks. They both have bl ankets on
them enjoying a nice evening in.

CARCL
More juice?
ALLI SON
Oh no thanks. That's enough.
CARCL
So how i s work?
ALLI SON
It's great! Better than great, | m ght

be getting a pronotion soon.

CARCL
Real ly!! Aweee that's amazing Ally!
You really | ove that job huh?

ALLI SON
It's alright, I nmean it's not ny
passion but | don't have any

ROAD ORGIVE

That's good to hear... what about your
personal life? What's going on? W
don't hang out as nuch lately. | have

to like quiz you when we actual ly
spend tinme together.

ALLI SON
Trust ne, you' re not the only one.
Brandon think I'mavoiding himl've
been putting in a ot of overtine
trying to nake ny nonthly sal es goal s.
If I make it, that pronotion is mne.
Then I'Il nove on to ny next goal,
opening ny studio. | have to make it
al I happen.

CARCOL
Quite the anbitious wonan are we? Just
i ke your nother. She had such big

dreans, | used to tease her about it.
She wanted the noon, the stars, the
universe. | see nore of her side in

you than your father
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ALLI SON

Well that's good to be honest.
CARCL

So have you talked to himat all?
ALLI SON

No, why?
CARCL

Ally... conme on. | understand that

with everything that happened, you
woul d want to keep your distance
but... don't you sonetines wonder how
he's doi ng?

ALLI SON
Not really, | couldn't care |ess.
CARCL
Don't say that. He's still your
father. I"'msure he would |l ove to at

| east know you're doi ng okay, even

ROAD

| don't owe that man anything, he

bel ongs where he is... in the past.
CARCL
| understand but...
ALLI SON
Aunt Carol ?
CARCL
Yeah?
ALLI SON

| cane here to relax and wi nd down,
this topic is not hel ping so can you
pl ease drop it?

CARCL
(sighs)
Ckay. 1'll go get us nore snacks, why
don't you pick a novie? And nothing
scary alright? The | ast one we watched
gave ne ni ghtrmares for weeks.
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Allison is spending tine with her boyfriend, Brandon Cohen.
They are wal king in a qui et nei ghborhood while eating sone

ROAD T

i ce cream and having a conversati on.

BRANDON
This rem nds ne of our first date,
r emenber ?

ALLI SON
How could | forget, | tripped and made
a fool of nyself.

BRANDON
(chuckl es)
My little clunsy | ady.

They both chuckl e.

BRANDON
m ss those days.

I FOR

No! OF course not? | neant we spent

nmore tine together. didn't have to
call you and make an appoi ntment to

see you.

ALLI SON
What do you want ne to say, babe? I'm
trying to wn that pronotion, it's a
great opportunity for me so | have to
make sone sacrifices.

BRANDON
And |1' m one of them huh?

ALLI SON
Don't say that... you think | don't
feel bad as well? | | ove spending tine
with you.

BRANDON

So what do we do?

ALLI SON
How about | make one day free on the

GIVE
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weekend so it's just you and nme? |
wi || have not hing schedul ed for that
day, we can do whatever we want.

BRANDON
Hmm ... | don't know, |let ne check ny
cal endar.

ALLI SON
What ?

BRANDON
"' mkidding! |I don't need to check ny
cal endar for you, honey. | can give

you all seven days of the week wi thout
hesi tati on.

ALLI SON
Yeah right... that's because you have
your own busi ness and make your own
hours.
BRANDON
Tr uef ; |
S 9 eami § ne gvand @r op S teW-shprt
§ Ber ot i ce
BRANDON

Ch no!
He tries to finish it.

ALLI SON
That's what you get for wearing a
white shirt to an ice creamdate,
who's cl unmsy now huh?

BRANDON
Oh, you got jokes huh? Cone here!

He pulls her closer and gives her a kiss.
| NT. ALLI SON CONDQ BEDROOM - NI GHT

It's raining heavily, Allison is having novie night by
hersel f. There's lots of blankets and covers in the bed, sone
hot tea, and fresh popcorn on the nightstand. A scene cones
up in the novie she is watching, a father slaps his
daughter... Allison freezes. She has no enotions as her eyes
are glued to the Tv but it |ooks like she is zoned out. She
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doesn't realize that her hand has turned into a fist and she
snooshed t he popcorn.

She turns off the TV, takes a deep breath, and tries to calm
down. She |ays down and covers herself wth all the bl ankets
on the bed.

| NT. CALL CENTER - DAY

Allison is on the phone with a client, she seens anxi ous and
frustrated with the custoner.

CUSTOMER #2 (VO
How can my card get charged w thout
letting me know first? What kind of
fraudul ent conpany is this?

ALLI SON
Ma' m your account shows that you gave
perm ssion to charge your card | ast
week with one of our representatives.
CUSTOMER #2 (VO

ROAD*FEI’)FORGIV

|"msorry but the anpunt has been
charged, if you would like ne to
cancel your nenbership so you won't
have to be charged again, | can do
that for you

CUSTOMER #2 (VO
| don't care about next month! |'m
tal ki ng about this nonth! DO YOU EVEN
KNOW WHAT YOU RE DA NG?

ALLI SON

MA' M STOP YELLI NG AT ME! |'M ONLY

DA NG My JOB. | F YOU THI NK YOU CAN DO
BETTER, COMVE AND TAKE AN APPLI CATI ON
GOr ITH I"MTIRED OF PECPLE LI KE YQU
CALLI NG I N AND COVPLAI Nl NG WHEN YOU RE
THE ONES AT FAULT. |IF YOU DON T HAVE
THE MONEY, DON T START THE MEMBERSH P

She hangs up on the custoner.

At this point, all the enployees next to Allison are watching
her have a neltdown with the custonmer. The manager cones out
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of his office and wal ks to her desk.

MANAGER
Al'lison can you come with ne to ny
of fice?

She gets up and wal ks with himas everyone stares. He cl oses
t he door behind them

MANAGER

What' s goi ng on? What just happened?
ALLI SON

l"msorry, | know we're not supposed

to yell at the custonmers but sonetines
t hey can be ridicul ous.

MANAGER
VWhat did they say?

ALLI SON
They were asking why their card was
charged when they had approved the

ROADH

| understand that sonetines our
custoners have demands that can't be
met but we have to remain professional
no matter what. Even if they're w ong.
| will let it slide this one tine
because I know you and this is your
first tinme but don't let it happen
again, you reflect our reputation and
we can't let it get tarnished. If

anot her incident |ike this happens, |
may have to reconsider that pronotion
and your duration in this conpany. Am

MANAGER

| clear?
ALLI SON

Yes Sir, | understand.
MANAGER

Al right. You can go back

Al'lison gets up and heads to the door.
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MANAGER
Allison?

ALLI SON
Yes Sir.

MANAGER

Are you alright? Is there anything

el se going on? This isn't like you. If
there is, we have people you can talk
to.

ALLI SON
' mokay Sir. Thank you.

MANAGER
Ckay.

Al'lison returns to her desk, sone coworkers are giving her
t he side-eye. She drinks sonme water and gets ready for the
EXT. AVERY HOUSE/ BACKYARD

next call.
on ahd Byr@n a ited c ei rfen
ady Samuell Dal ouse e kNtls afle
Rg#ONn t he 4A-anp® e w Br ane : I Vi a

9
fun time junping with them Allison ana Avery set the table.
Avery calls them

AVERY
Quys! The food's ready! Cone on!

They conme and sit at the table. Brandon sits next to Allison.

AVERY

kay, who will say grace today?
BOY

"1l do it!
AVERY

Al right Asher, thank you!

ASHER
Dear God, we thank you for all the
bl essi ngs you have given us. Pl ease
protect us fromharm and we ask you to
bl ess this food we're about to eat.
Amen!
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EVERYONE
AMEN!

They start passing around the plates.

G RL
Monmy, can you pass ne the buns?

AVERY
Ch, here honey!

Avery puts two buns on her plate.

ALLI SON
Your kids are so well behaved.

AVERY
Oh, please! They're acting polite
because we have conpany. You shoul d
see themwhen it's just us.

ALLI SON
|'ve seen a few of cowor kers' ki ds

Eventual |y, you get used to it.

SAMUEL
Are you guys planning on having sone
of your own anytinme soon?

Al lison seens unconfortable with the topic being brought up.
She | ooks at Brandon who's already staring at her.

BRANDON
Um... | do want to have kids
soneday, lots of them actually. Being
the only child isn't that fun, | want
a big famly.

AVERY

Oh yeah, it's only fun during
Chri st mas when nost of the presents
have your name on them So what about
you Ally? Are you ready to have sone
[ittl e nmunchkins?

ALLI SON
| don't know, | haven't thought about

"'FORGIVE
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it.

SAMUEL
Wel |, you have been together for quite
sone tinme, right? And it seens |ike
Brandon has already given it sonme
t hought. We would | ove to see you guys
as parents.

AVERY
Yes! You two would be such fun
parents, especially Brandon. You're
like a child inside, | see how you act
around the kids and it's the cutest
t hing! You would be such a fun and
cool dad. Right Aly?

ALLI SON
Urmm .. yeah.

BRANDON
VWhat ? You don't think | woul d? Kids

QOADFI@.EORGIVE

BRANDON
What do you nean?
SAMUEL
Well, Ally always said she never

want ed ki ds.

BRANDON
Real | y? Why?

Ally looks |Iike she wants to run away fromthe table.
BRANDON

Babe you never told ne about this. Wy
don't you want ki ds?

ALLI SON
| don't know, | just don't see nyself
being a nother. | don't have that in
ne.

AVERY

How woul d you know t hough? You haven't
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had kids, trust ne once you do..
everything cones naturally. Kids

real ly change you, at first | was
scared because | was such an

i rresponsi bl e person but once you
becone a parent... you learn quickly
to be responsi bl e because you have
this small human counting on you. Kids
change you... for the better.

BRANDON
Yeah, | think so too. But why didn't
you tell nme this before honey? These
are things you tal k about with your
part ner.

ALLI SON
| didn't feel the need. Plus there's
no rush. It's not like we're starting
a famly in a couple of years

BRANDON

ROADAEGEORGIVE

ready. Plus there are things | want to
acconplish before | start a famly. |
want to enjoy every chapter of ny
life, right now I'm focused on
progressing with my career. | want to
make sure |'mready for that step

SAMUEL
| mean that sounds reasonabl e.

AVERY
Yeah, the last thing you want is to
start a famly when you' re not ready
for it. You should take sone tine to
figure things out. Make sure you're on
t he sane page first.

SAMUEL
Yup, you don't want to be |ike us.
Don't fall into the famly and friends

pressure, figure everything out on
your own tine.
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but |
" mglad we had this dinner,

50.

guess she
it

just made nme realize we have a lot to

tal k about.

Allison is just sitting |listening
on.

| NT. ALLI SON CONDQ' BEDROOM - DAY

Allison is getting ready for work.

punps, her phone rings. She picks
ALLI SON
Hel | 0?
CAROL (VO
Hey sweeti e,
ALLI SON
Hey Aunt Carol, no | was

| eave though. What's up?

ROADLEEGHR
i stenBAl do't b 0
: 'm abBut to~t€l| vy okay®

ALLI SON
Umm . . Sur e.

CARCL (VO
| think you need to cal
| don't know why but

to the conversation going

She is putting on her
up.

are you at work already?

about to

GIVE

your father,

| " ve been having

this weird feeling that sonething s up

with him It
check on him Last night

really wouldn't hurt to

| had anot her

dream about him two dreans in one

week. That has to nmean sonet hi ng.
been nore than ten years,

think it's tine?

ALLI SON
Way don't you call
wor ri ed?

CARCL (VO
| thought |

ALLI SON
| ' m not but

It's
don't you

himif you're that

asked you not to get nuad.

if you're so worried about
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him you can call him

CARCL (VO
Well | can't call him because he
bl ocked ny nunber. | don't think he
woul d bl ock yours.

ALLI SON
Look, he's fine Aunt Carol. Plus |
don't want that negativity in ny life
right now, calling himwll do just
t hat .

CARCL (VO
Honey can you have sone synpat hy? You
don't want to | ook back and regret not

checki ng on hi mwhen you still had the
chance.
ALLI SON
Listen, | gotta go. I'mgonna be | ate.
CARCL (\K)
H b |
heal [t
ron1y ur
ALLISCN
can, have and it has worked out
qU|te mell actually. I'm gonna hang up
now Aunt Carol, I'll talk to you
| at er.
CARCL (VO
Ckay, have a good day. | |ove you
ALLI SON

| love you too.
Al l i son hangs up, she grabs her jacket and | eaves.
| NT. SMALL CHAPEL - NI GHT
Allison enters a small catholic chapel after work. She sits
down, there is no one else around. She's silent and | ooks
| ost in deep thoughts. She starts having a fl ashback.

| NT. PAUL HOUSE /ALLI SON ROOM NI GHT

BEG N FLASHBACK
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16 years ago

Allison is a ten-year-old, she is watching cartoons in her
bedroom Her nother, Maria cones into her bedroom

MARI A
Time for bed sweet heart!

YOUNG ALLI SON
Nooo! Just one nore episode!

MARI A
That's what you said last tine | cane
in here. Cone on, we don't want to
m ss the bus in the norning right?

YOUNG ALLI SON
But | Iike when you drive ne to
school

MARI A
| know you do! Tine for prayers.

ROADFOFORGIVE

at, you don't |ike praying together?

YOUNG ALLI SON
| just feel like I"'mtalking to

nysel f.

MARI A
Honey j ust because you don't hear God
speaking directly to you doesn't nean
he is not listening. He responds to us
in a different way.

YOUNG ALLI SON
How?

MARI A
Li ke when you ask him for sonething
while you' re praying and it happens?
That's his way of responding to us and
letting us know that he hears and
listens to us. You can also tell he is
tal king to you when you have peace in
your heart and feel joy, all that
comes from God.
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Al'lison closes her eyes and hol ds her nother's hand.

exci lar e or

ay, OF yo wan

an gofjto as wel B.

be co rt abefar ou hi m

YOUNG ALLI SON
Like that tinme when | asked himto
make you feel better when you were
sick and you did?

MARI A
Exactly honey. Now you get it.

YOUNG ALLI SON
So the only way | can talk to him and
he responds is if | have sonething to
ask hinf

MARI A
No, not really. You can talk to him
anytine. You can tell him anything,
good , bad.... anything. God is our
father honey, think of himas another
parent. We are his children and he
| oves us all dearly. You can go to him
for anything and he will [|isten,
that's how much he |l oves us. Just |ike
you cone to us when you have sonet hi ng

make sense?

YOUNG ALLI SON
Yeabh.

MARI A
Al right, now go ahead and tell him
what ever you want to tell him
whatever is in your heart.

YOUNG ALLI SON

God, | thank you because you are ny
father. | thank you for giving ne an A
on ny test today, | want to be your
friend and talk to you whenever | want
to. Please help me with ny project

next week so | can be top of the class
and nmake ny Mom and Dad happy. Anen

MARI A
AMEN That was great honey, do you
still feel like you're talking to

RG

53.
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your sel f?

YOUNG ALLI SON
No. It's like I"mtalking to a friend

MARI A
Al right, where's ny goodni ght hug?

Al l i son hugs her nother tight.

MARI A
Goodni ght ny darling.

YOUNG ALLI SON
Goodni ght Mom

Maria turns off the lanp and | ets her daughter go to sl eep.
END FLASHBACK
| NT. SMALL CHAPEL - NI GHT ( CONTI NUED)

Al lison has tears com ng down her eyes. She dries her eyes

ROAD T EQRGIVE

good terns for a while now. | know you
see ny heart and know what |'m
thinking so | won't have to repeat it.
You haven't been a good friend,
friends are supposed to be there for
each other... through good or bad.

(voice starts breaki ng down)
You haven't... when things started
goi ng downhill, you weren't there for
me. Not as a friend or a parent. WHAT
HAPPENED? You wat ched ny father beat
me like a thief and did nothing! |
THOUGHT | T WOULD GET BETTER BUT I T
NEVER DI DI You took the person | was
the closest to and | had nothing left!
How do you do that? | thought you said
you'd wal k with us through the good
and bad? You let ne go through so much
horror and you did NOTH NG How do you
expect nme to be loyal to you when you
weren't? That's not fair. And now
you're trying to bring up ny past when
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| worked so hard to forget it and nove
on. Are you trying to hurt me? Huh?
Wiy are you trying to open up scars
that were healing? | don't want to see
that man again! | will never forgive
himand that's that! Please, just |et
me live in peace and try to find ny
own happi ness. Let nme be happy... |
deserve to be happy... again. Just,

let me have the little peace | have
now, don't take it fromme either
PLEASE!

Al'lison runs out of the chapel breaking down, she gets into
her car and sl ans the door shut.

| NT. WLLI AM AND M RANDA HOUSE - DAY
Byron i s having breakfast with his parents WIIliam and

M randa Roberts. The diner table is full of delicacies, from
bacon, pancakes, scranbled eggs, and lots of other treats.

ROADT

| know, she called ne. Didn't they
just neet a few nonths ago?

W LLI AM
Hey, when you know... what's the point
of waiting?

BRANDON
Yeah, | think so too.

M RANDA
well ?

BRANDON
VWl l, what?

W LLI AM

When are you planning on giving us a
bi g weddi ng and sone grandki ds? | want
themto know ne while | still have
good hair.

BRANDON
| " ve been thinking about it, we had a
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di nner with sone friends and t hat
topi ¢ was brought up. Ally seened
wei rded out by it and hesitant. Kind
of caught ne off guard.

W LLI AM
Are you guys having probl ens?

BRANDON
No, we're good. It's just been kind of
chal l enging to spend tine together
| ately because of her work, other than
that... everything is good. She
definitely wasnt excited about noving
to the next chapter.

M RANDA
That's odd, usually, wonen around her
age junp to joy when a topic like that
is brought up. O naybe she wants to
be absolutely sure you're the guy for
her. She may think you're noving too
fast.

W LLI AM
O it could be sonething el se causing
her to act like that.

BRANDON
| don't know... | also don't want to
ask her why she reacted that way
because when you try to get Ally to be
nor e open about sonething, she gets
nore cl osed off.

M RANDA
G ve her sone tinme, she wll cone to
you when she's ready. But we still
want grandki ds.

| NT. BRANDON CONDO - NI GHT
Brandon is watching a football gane when soneone knocks on

the door. He goes to answer, it's his girlfriend. He smles
as soon as he sees her.
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ALLI SON
H honey!

BRANDON
Vell this is a surprise!

The kiss and she enters. They sit next to each other.

BRANDON
This is the first time you came over
w thout letting nme know, | don't know

if | should be excited or nervous.

ALLI SON
Um.. | just wanted to cone over so
we can have a little talk about us. |
feel like after that dinner, you were
probably confused and didn't know what
to think.

BRANDON
That's true | was kind of caught of f
guar d. mean things are going well,

ROAD*FGFEGRGIVE

| know, | was just kind of caught off
guard as well when the topic came up
We don't really tal k about noving
forward with our relationship. So when
it cane up and we were with our
friends, | didn't know what to say.

But you know | |ove you and | take
this relationship seriously.

BRANDON
So how woul d you feel if I told you
that 1'mready to spend the rest of ny
life with you?

Al'lison pauses for a second.

ALLI SON
You trust ne right?

BRANDON
O course.
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ALLI SON
You're a good guy, just the right guy
| have always wanted. | don't want to

sound cliche by saying this so hear ne
out. The issue here is not with you,
it'"s with nme. | just have sone things
goi ng on and when | picture nyself
taking ny relationship with you to the

next level, | want to be excited and
over the nmoon. If it were to happen
anytinme soon, | feel |ike that

excitenment wouldn't be there and ny
personal situation would overshadow
that. Do you know what | nmean? | am
being totally honest with you because
you deserve to know the truth. I'm
dealing with sone things, and | can't
talk about it right now, so please be
patient with ne.

BRANDON
| understand babe. | was just nervous
t hat nmaybe we bot h manted_different

t hi
ave agpro
en ygu'r

ALLI SON

Thank you for understandi ng.
BRANDON

O course honey. | |ove you
ALLI SON

| | ove you too.

BRANDON
So what do you have planned for this
weekend? Want to do sonething
t oget her ?

ALLI SON
| have the art showcase remenber? You
have to be there too.

BRANDON
Ch yeah! 1'msure you're gonna Kil
it.

ALLI SON
| feel bad because | haven't been
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putting in enough tine, it's like a

hobby nowadays. But | |ove and | feel
like that's what | actually want to do
with nmy life.

BRANDON

So why are you trying to get a
pronotion at the call center if you
have a different calling?

ALLI SON
A pronotion nmeans nore noney which
woul dn"t hurt. Maybe once | save up |
can open a studio and really get ny
career goi ng.

BRANDON
It's all you've been tal king about
t hese days, you nust really want it.

ALLI SON
You have no i dea.

've sgen u li e e
aintifig o t al Ki ng [ he
- gl ow iA-yo ofes | ard No-fg .

| f you put in your whole heart into
it, it would definitely be a success.

| actually know a coupl e of people who
can hel p you.

ALLI SON
Real | y? Aww. .. thank you babe!

She ki sses himon the I|ips.
BRANDON

So are you hungry honey? |I have sone
| eftover Chinese food fromlast night.

ALLI SON
Yeah, | coul d eat.

BRANDON
"1l go heat it up.

| NT. EVENT SPACE - NI GHT

It's Allison's art showcase tonight. The roomis filled with
her friends, her aunt Carol is present, her boyfriend,
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WIlliam Mranda and other people. There are a variety of

pai ntings in every corner of the room Allison is walking
around wel com ng guests with her boyfriend. She wal ks to the
center of the room clinks the glass to get everyone's
attention.

ALLI SON
Hel | o everyone! Can | please get your
attention for a second? First of all,
|"mso grateful for you all being here
on ny special night and I want to
t hank you fromthe bottom of ny heart.
| have been working hard for years to
make this event happen and now it's
here and | couldn't be anynore
excited.

Peopl e cheer.

ALLI SON
Thank you! Thank you. So like I was

saying, this has been a long tine
comng. O course there were sone
thank you! | can't wait to share this

str o have
nd a @res ner
eep nPvin rd o ma
- | wan 0 t3 this nme
pi ece of nyself with all of you and |

hope you guys love ny art. Wth that

being said, I'll let you all walk
around and take a | ook at the
pai ntings, 1'Il be around for

guestions. Thank you, guys and enjoy!

The audi ence cl aps. Brandon hugs her as she wal ks towards
hi m

BRANDON
|"m so proud of you babe, this is
amazi ng!

ALLI SON
Thank you, | can't believe | finally
did it! After all these years of
tal king about it... man | feel good! I
really hope they | ove ny pieces.

BRANDON
They will. You worked very hard on
this and it shows. This art thing
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nmeans a lot to you huh?

ALLI SON
| really did. It hel ped ne get through
sone of ny hardest tines. It becane ny
therapy, that's why | want to keep
doi ng this.

BRANDON
Honey, |'m gonna go and take a | ook
around again. Can | take pictures? |
have a friend who m ght be interested.

ALLI SON
Yeah! Sure. |1'm gonna go do rounds too
and see if they have questions.

BRANDON
Al right babe.

Brandon goes from painting to painting, nost of themtell a
story of a girl growing up and the stages of her life. From
being a little girl not giving a care in the world, to a

een tryi 4 . ghrthie p i N I
all Bhe ngs d I S i ndiof
About RAer agh st@age, r rk @@nd pot

TE

arr €
r kfle

He cones across the last painting, he stops for a while. It's

a girl hiding behind her father's coat and trying to take a

sneak peek outside. Her father has wapped her in his coat

and the only thing you can see is her little eye trying to

| ook outside. Brandon is captivated by it, he takes a photo

of it.

EXT. RESTAURANT PATI O - DAY

Al'lison and her aunt Carol are having lunch at a |ocal
restaurant. They are hal fway through their |lunch date.

CARCL
So did you sell some of your art |ast
ni ght ?

ALLI SON

| did! | sold nore than half of them

CARCL
No way! Aww... |I'm so proud of you.
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ALLI SON
Thank you! | can't believe it. It
feel s amazi ng when you do sonet hi ng
you | ove, even better when you get paid
for it.

CAROL
| just |love how your face |ights up
when you tal k about your passion.

ALLI SON
Sonetinmes | feel like quitting that
job and just doing this full tinme but
| don't want to be hasty you know?

CARCL
Life gets better with a little
spontaneity. | say go for it, | nean

of course not be foolish but alittle
ri sk never hurt nobody.

ALLI SON
When | have enough noney for a studi o,

ROARTI-FORGIVE

ALLI SON

Excuse ne.
She pi cks up.

ALLI SON
Hel | 0?

BRANDON( VO)
H honey! How are you?

ALLI SON
| "' m good, just having lunch with Aunt
Carol .

BRANDON( VO)

Oh, am | interrupting? | kinda had
some news for you

ALLI SON
No, you're not. What's the news?

BRANDON( VO)
Afamly friend is interested in your
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pai nti ngs and wanted to neet you. |
sent himsonme pictures and he | oved
them he said he wants to neet you

ALLI SON
No way! Are you serious?

Carol is bugging Allison to know why she sounds so excited.
Al'lison signals her to wait.

BRANDON( VO)
Yes! He wants you to bring sone of
themto his house this weekend if you
can. This guy is very well connected,
this could be great opportunity honey.

ALLI SON
Ch ny goodness! No way! | wll
definitely nmake sure |I'm avail abl e
this weekend.

BRANDON( VO)
So is that yes?

ROAD-F-FORGIVE

BRANDON( VO)
Perfect! so I'll et himknow you w |l
meet himthis week. Wuld you Iike nme
to come with you?

ALLI SON
Yeah, that would be great!.

BRANDON( VO)
Before | forget. He has another friend
that is also interested so he will be
t here too.

ALLI SON
So should I bring all the paintings?

BRANDON( VO)
No, | don't think that's necessary.
Just a few.

ALLI SON
Oh, this is such great news! | owe you
one.
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BRANDON( VO)

do!

How about a date

tonmorrow night as a thank you?

ALLI SON
Done! Well honey | have to go, 'l
talk to you later
BRANDON( VO)
kay, see you, babe. Love you.
ALLI SON
| love you too.
Brandon hangs up.
CARCL

What ? What happened?

You' re not gonna believe this!

ALLI SON

One of

Brandon's friends al so wants to buy

sone of ny paintings!

ROADLL

who' s the

He didn't

said that he's well

i ndustry.

Oh how wonder f ul !

| know

Can this week

| EORGIVE

guy?
ALLI SON
tell me many details but he

CAROL

connected in the

" m happy for you.

ALLI SON

| ' mso excited!

Maybe this is

nmy gol den opportunity to finally
advance ny car eer.

Exact | y!

CARCL

ALLI SON
"' m ki nd of getting nervous now.

CARCL

Just be yourself and everything wll
go how it's supposed to.
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| NT. BRANDON FRI END HOUSE - DAY

Al lison and Brandon arrive at his friend s house. An upscale,

nodern house in the suburbs. They are still sitting in the
car.
BRANDON
Are you ready babe?
ALLI SON
"' m so nervous.
BRANDON
Don't be, it's gonna be fine. Cone on,
let's go.
ALLI SON
Ckay.

Brandon gets the paintings that are covered with wall paper to
keep them safe out of the backseat. Allison is taking sone
deep breaths to reduce her anxiety. They ring the bell, a man

ROAD-T& FORGIVE

Hello M Peterson! How are you?

MR PETERSON
' mdoing fantastic! Cone in...

Brandon lets Al lison enter first.
BRANDON

So this is Allison Floyd, the arti st
and ny beatiful girlfriend.

MR PETERSON
Vll, it's a pleasure to neet you M ss
Al lison.

ALLI SON

Same here M Peterson! Thank you for
havi ng us. Lol vely hone!

MR PETERSON
Oh thank you! Way don't we sit down in
the Iiving roonf? Please follow ne.
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They make their way in the hallway and enter a | uxurious
living roomthat is beautifully decorated with big colorfu
pai ntings. They sit down.

MR PETERSON
So Brandon sent nme an email with
pi ctures of your work and | was
amazed. | wanted to connect with you
and know nore about you and your worKk.
| tried to google you but nothing
really canme up. Do you do this full-

tinme?

ALLI SON
Ch no, | work at a call center so on
nmy day-offs, | try to paint as nuch as
| can. |'ve had a passion for art
since | was ten. | kind of started

taking it seriously when | noved here.

MR PETERSON
So it's nore of a hobby?

eforep ye as. Right '
ryi ngito @a p sojl S Wn
- st udi nd gof I NQ [
MR PETERSON

ul
That's awesone! | think you have sone
real talent, when | showed it to ny
wi fe, she insisted | get in contact

with you. I want to surprise her for
her birthday. Can | see nore of your
wor k?

ALLI SON
Definetl y!

Al lison and Brandon take the pieces out of the wapper and
put themon the coffee table, she hands himthe first one. He
starts going through them and putting them on the side when
he's done with each one. He gets to the last one, It's a
teenage girl who is wal king and becom ng a young woman .

MR PETERSON
Ch this is nice! Sonething like this
could work. | love this one. Actually,
| think 1'll take this one. | know she

will love this.
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ALLI SON
That's great! Wuld you like ne to
wap it nicely for you?

MR PETERSON
That woul d be awesone! Thank you

ALLI SON
Yeah | can drop it off in a couple of
days. Let ne wite a few of things
down, give ne a sec.

MR PETERSON
Her birthday is next week so if you
could get it ready by then, that would
be terrific.

Sonmeone enters the room Allison is witing things down in
her notepad and checki ng her cal endar, she doesn't | ookup.

MR PETERSON
| ook who finally shows up!

ROADFELFORGIVE

| didn't think you' d make it in tinme.
Un.. Let ne introduce you to ny
friends.. this is Brandon Roberts..
his famly and | are good friends.
And... Allison?

Al'lison | ooks up.

ALLI SON
Yes?

MR PETERSON
This is ny friend, Paul. He's also
interested in your paintings.

Al'lison | ooks at the guest, she's in a state of shock. She's
barely breathing by |ooking at the man in front of her..

it's her father Paul. Paul has gained a | ot of weight, he's
grey-haired now and wears sungl asses. Paul can't believe his
eyes either, they are standing in silence just |ooking at
each ot her speechl ess. Brandon and M. Peterson are confused.

BRANDON
Babe? Are you okay?
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MR PETERSON
Do you guys know each ot her?
Al'lison starts having a panic attack.

PAUL
Ally? Is that you?

Ally starts tearing up.

BRANDON

Wait you know ny girlfriend?
MR PETERSON

Am | m ssing sonething?
PAUL

Oh ny God... It's really you
MR PETERSON

What's goi ng on here? Paul ?

ORGIVE

| can't believe this! It's really you

PAUL
Thi s i &
Q!IB
- Your t?

Paul starts tearing up.

He enbraces her after ten years apart. Allison has turned to
stone, she's still in shock. She doesn't hug hi m back,
keeping her arms tight close to her sides. Paul is full of
enotions, he touches her face, in disbelief.

PAUL
My Goodness! Look at you! Onh, thank
you God! This is a mracle.

MR PETERSON
Paul , can you explain to us what's
happeni ng here?

PAUL
This is ny daughter, | haven't seen
her in ten years.
(sniffles)
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Al'lison grabs her purse. She runs out of the room

PAUL
Aly? Ally?

Brandon runs towards her, so does Paul. M. Peterson is left
in the roomstill standing in the same spot while holding the
pai nti ng he was about to purchase.

Ally gets in the car.

ALLI SON
Brandon, let's go!

He gets in the car fast, she gets frustrated when it doesn't

start.

She is so enptionally stressed she doesn't realize she

has not started the car. She finally pushes the start button.

ROA!

Q

BRANDON
Honey, honey... what just happened? Is
that really your father?

ALLI SON
et K aw? |
S driIi ng nce Ihei r& run ilto-\/ I i
PAUL

Ally, Ally? Please, we need to talk.
need to talk to you! Ally!

She | eaves her father in the driveway watching themdrive

of f.

| NT. ALLI SON CONDO - NI GHT

The couple arrives hone, Allison is frustrated... she throws
t he keys and her purse on the table. Brandon follows her to
her bedroom She coll apses on her bed.

BRANDON
Honey, what's goi ng on?

Allison is staring at the ceiling, she doesn't respond.

BRANDON
s that really your dad?

She nods her head.
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BRANDON
Ww. .. how come you never nentioned
himto ne? Don't you think I should
know about hinf? So what happened
bet ween you two?

ALLI SON
| don't want to get intoit.It's a
| ong story.
BRANDON
Well, | have all the time in the world

to hear you out.

ALLI SON
| can't... Can we talk in the norning?

She gets up.

BRANDON
Babe, what's goi ng on?

ALLI SON

ROALETOYFORGIVE

al one. After he l|eaves, Allison has a panic attack. She
starts throwi ng her bedsheets and covers on the floor and
breaking things in the bathroom She's a ness.

I NT. CAROL HOUSE/ LIVING ROOM - DAY

Brandon arrives at Carol's house. He knocks on the door. She
opens.

CAROL
Brandon! Hi, cone in!

BRANDON
Thanks, Carol.

CARCL
Wl |, what a surprise!

BRANDON
|"'msorry for show ng up unannounced,
| just had to talk to you about
somet hi ng.
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CAROL
What's goi ng on?

BRANDON
What happened between Allison and her
dad?

CAROL
What ? How do you know about hi nf?

BRANDON
Last night Allison and | went to neet
up with a potential buyer. Her dad was
there, it was crazy. She ran out so
qui ckly and she wouldn't tell ne
anyt hi ng.

CAROL
Wait... stop ... hold on a second. D d
you neet Paul ?

BRANDON
VWll not really, they were both so

ROAD*TOFFORGIVE

You're joking; right?

BRANDON
No, I'mnot. Since |ast night, Allison
hasn't picked up ny calls or answered
any of nmy texts. | don't know what to
do.

CARCL
| don't think I'mhearing this right,
you net Ally's father? Here in Texas?

BRANDON
Yeah! \VWere else would | neet hinf

CAROL
Paul Fl oyd!?

BRANDON
Yes! Who is this guy? What's up with
him ?
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CARCL
(sigh)
| don't think I'mthe one who shoul d
say anyt hi ng Brandon, maybe you shoul d
wait till she's ready to talk.

BRANDON
She won't talk to me, | think | pushed
her away the nore | tried to get it
out of her.

CAROL
Al'ly and her father's relationship is
conplicated. Actually nonexistent. She
noved here as a teenager to get away
fromhim

BRANDON
Wy ?

CARCL
Pl ease don't nake me say anyt hing
else, it's not in ny place.

what the problemis.

CARCL
Her father was physically abusive to
her since her nother passed away, he
was al ways controlling of her and
woul dn't |l et her do anything. Wen she
turned ei ghteen she noved here and
never tal ked to himsince.

BRANDON
Whay? What caused all of that?

CARCL
No one knows, their relationship was
never the sane since her nother died.
He becane a conpletely different
per son.

BRANDON
So what do we do about Ally? I'm
worri ed about her now, she | ooked
traumati zed | ast night.
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CARCL

Yeah, this can't be good. She al ways
made it clear she never wanted to see
hi m agai n, now he pops out of nowhere.
"Il go see her today and as for you,
just give her sone space. Wen she's
ready to speak about it, she will cone
to you. Ckay?

BRANDON
But | want to nmake sure she's okay.
She won't talk to ne.

CAROL
She's still in shock, this is |like a
ton of bricks hitting you on your
head. G ve her some tine.

BRANDON
Alright, just let me know if she's
okay.

CAROL
Al right, drive safe.

BRANDON
Thank you.

Carol closes the door behind him

I NT. MR PETERSON HOUSE - DAY

Paul and M. Peterson are sitting in the living room they
are having a conversation. M Peterson hands hima cup of

cof f ee.

PAUL
Thank you. Henry, | need to see ny
daughter. Do you have her nunber?

MR PETERSON
So she's really your daughter?

PAUL
Yes! That is ny daughter, | haven't

FQRGIVE
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seen her since she was seventeen. She
ran away and noved here to be with her
aunt .

MR PETERSON
It's crazy that we have been friends
for a while and you never nentioned
you had a daughter

PAUL
| don't really like to talk about it.
It's too conplicated.

MR PETERSON
Why, what happened?
PAUL
| can't really get into that right
now. | have to see her
MR PETERSON
|"msorry but she left before |I got
her nummber.
{()lA]:)“t It‘gy:[“@ GI V E
MR PETERSCN
Ch Brandon? Yeah, have his nunber
PAUL
Call him maybe he can help nme get to
her.
MR PETERSON

Are you sure she wants to see you?
From what | saw |l ast night, she wasn't
over the nmoon when she saw you.

PAUL
It doesn't matter, | have to neet her
again. This is ny chance to get this
right, | have to nmake this right. God
has given me an opportunity to redeem

nmyself, 1'mnot gonna waste it. Even

if it takes eternity for her to see

me, I'lIl wait as long as it takes.
MR PETERSON

Are you sure about that? Did you
forget sonet hi ng?
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PAUL
Can you please get in contact with
t hat guy?

MR PETERSON
Alright, Alright. 1'lIl give hima
call.

| NT. ALLI SON CONDO' BEDROOM - DAY

Allison is sitting on the floor in her bedroom she |ooks
like a ness. Her mascara is com ng down her face fromcrying,
her hair is not conbed. She |ooks |ike she hasn't slept in
days. She hears footsteps com ng up, the door opens... it's
Carol .

They stare at each other first w thout saying a word. Carol
conmes to sit next to her

CAROL
Brandon tol d ne what happened,
couldn't believe it. | don't really

know what to say.

ROAD T FORGIVE

was at a point in ny life where
things were starting to | ook great for
me, and he shows up... why can | never
catch a break? WHY IS HE DO NG THI S TO
ME?! WHY | S HE HERE? HE HAS NO RI GHT
TO COVE HERE

CARCL
Ally... Ally... relax, please. Don't
wor k yourself up too nuch sweeti e,
it's not healthy. And don't give him
t hat much power, otherw se, you wll
never have control of your life.

ALLI SON
What am | supposed to do now? | feel
like | just took a thousand steps
backward. He's like a nightmare that's
here to stay and | don't know how ruch
|l onger | can take it, |I'mgonna | ose
my m nd Aunt Carol!

CAROL
kay... it's okay honey. Cone here.
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Carol conforts her wwth a hug as Allison cries in her arns
and lets go of her enptions.

| NT. CALL CENTER - DAY

Allison is in the breakroom of her work drinking sone coffee.
She | ooks zoned out. She is sitting on a small table staring
at not hing. She has a fl ashback.

| NT. PAUL HOUSE - DAY
BEG N FLASHBACK

Twel ve-year-old Allison is working on sone crafts in the
living room the stove in on in the kitchen. The food starts
to burn, she doesn't notice. Paul is in his roomironing a
shirt. He snells the burnt food. He rushes to the kitchen and
turns off the stove. He's angry.

PAUL
ALLI SON!

ALLI SON

ROADLT® FORGIV

Allison joins himin the kitchen.

PAUL
Didn't | tell you to watch the stove?

ALLI SON
Yeah. . .

PAUL
Well did you do?

ALLI SON
| forgot.

PAUL
You forgot huh? Yet you don't forget
to eat now, do you? What are you doi ng
over there anyway? Did you finish your
homewor k?

Allison is quiet.
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PAUL
Are you deaf? Did you finish your
homewor k?

ALLI SON
(nervously)
No.

Paul smacks her across the face. He slaps her again.

PAUL
How many tines do | have to rem nd you
to do your homework? Huh? Wy do |
have to waste ny breathe every mnute
telling you things you should al ready
know? Do you have any commobn sense?
Can you ever listen?! You're good for
nothing Ally! Go and do your honework
now! You better be finished by the
time | come back or we're about to
have a serious talk.

Al lison goes back to the living room she grabs one of the

Al lison has rage in her eyes now, she throws the coffee cup
on the glass door, it breaks. The other enployees working in
the other roomare startled. She starts throw ng everything
on the ground, from paper plates, forks, and other utensils.
Her supervisor cones in. Everyone is standing outside the

br eakr oom wat chi ng her.

MANAGER
Al'lison! Have you | ost your m nd? Wat
do you think you're doing?

She breaks down agai n.

MAN
|"msorry Allison, this is the |ast
straw. This kind of behavior is not
acceptable in this conpany. You are
termnated fromthis job, vandali zi ng
the conpany's properties is bound for
i mredi ate termnation. | don't know
what it is you're going through but
this is not the way to deal with it.
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Two security guards enter the room

MANAGER
Pl ease foll ow security and turn your
badge in. W will not press any

charges because you have been an

i nportant asset to this conmpany, we
will let you go free but you have to
| eave the prem ses right now

She goes to her desk, gets her purse and ot her bel ongi ngs
from her cubicle.

The guards escort her to the | obby. She hands them her badge
and wal ks out of the building. Once she gets to her car, she
sits quietly for a while trying to make sense of what just
happened.

| NT. LOCAL RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Paul is sitting in a booth at a restaurant, he is waiting for
soneone. The waiter cones to him

ROAD T FORGIVE

Not yet, I'mstill waiting for
soneone.
WAl TER
Okay, I'Il be back to check on you.
PAUL
Thank you.

Paul seens nervous, he is shaking his | egs under the bale.
Brandon wal ks into the restaurant a few m nutes |ater, Paul
signals him He wal ks towards him Paul gets up to greet him

PAUL
Hel | o agai n.

BRANDON
How are you doi ng?

PAUL
|'ve seen better days really.

BRANDON
Hnm
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They both sit down.

PAUL
Thank you for neeting ne.

BRANDON
You guys couldn't stop ringing ny
phone so | figured why not? Plus, |
wanted to confirm whether the things I
heard about you were true or not.

PAUL
What ki nd of things?

BRANDON
Not so great things actually. It sucks
that we have to neet this way for the
first tinme. It's unfortunate really.
Considering the fact that you're the
father of ny girlfriend.

PAUL
is, but at Ieast know t he ot her

ROAD.TE FORGIVE

position in her I|fe has | ong been
t erm nat ed.

PAUL
Who told you that?
BRANDON
Carol .
PAUL
Listen, I'mnot here to be judged by
the things I have done. I"mhere to

see if you can help nme get in contact
with nmy daughter, you're ny |ast
resort. Carol won't even answer ny
calls so I'"'mpretty much at your
nercy.

BRANDON
You still didn't answer ny question,
isit all true?

PAUL
Exactly what have you heard about nme?
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BRANDON
That you used to hurt Ally physically,
you controlled her so nmuch that her
only option was to run away as a
teenager. Basically, | heard that you
were a nonster. What kind of parents
does that to their child? How cruel do
you have to be to hate your flesh and
bl ood i ke that?

PAUL
(sarcastic chuckl e)
Hey hey! | don't need to explain
nmyself to you, you don't know ne.
Anyways,w || you hel p ne?

BRANDON
And you think I will help you get in
contact with Ally again after
everything | heard? Wat kind of
boyfriend woul d that make nme? Sorry
but that's not happeni ng.

ROAD:FEXEGRGIVE

chapter with ny daughter, | want to
make things right. Please, just ask
her to neet nme. Just once.

BRANDON
| don't know. ..

PAUL
VWhat's there to know? | mean Wiat do
you have to | ose?

BRANDON
Um... | can lose Al ly because of
hel pi ng you. | already pushed her away

by asking too many questions about you
and now | don't know the staus of our
rel ati onshi p. What do you think ne
trying to help you would do? I would

| ose her for good and |I'm sorry,

that's too high of a price for ne to
pay. | don't think I can help you, |I'm
sorry.
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PAUL
Pl ease.... |'m begging you. |I have to
see her, | don't have nuch..
(sigh)
it's very inportant for nme to see her
BRANDON
l"'msorry, | can't. You have a good

ni ght.

Br andon | eaves. +

| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ LI VING ROOM - DAY

Carol is working in her front yard, cleaning out dead | eaves.
A car parks in her driveway. She can't identify who it is,
the person is wearing sungl asses. She stops what she's doing
and goes to see who it is. The man gets out, it's Paul. Carol
is stunned. Paul wal ks to her, takes off his sungl asses.

PAUL

ROAD, It EQRGIVE

t he way here.
(chuckl es and shakes her head)

PAUL
|''m here for good reasons, |'m not
here to start trouble.

CAROL
Wiy are you here Paul ? | thought Ally
made it quite clear that she wanted
nothing to do with you anynore. What
are you doi ng here? You' ve caused
enough troubl e al ready. ..

PAUL
| need to see her. That's all | want.

CARCL
For what? To hurt her again? O to
j ust ease your consciousness and nake
yourself feel better? Just go back,
it's best for everyone. There was
peace before you cane, | want to keep
it that way.
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PAUL
You have no right to tell nme what to
do with ny daughter, you hear nme? It
doesn't even concern you. Wiy does

everyone feel |ike they have the right
to nmy daughter nore than nme!? It's
i nsane.

CARCL

YOU LCSE THAT RIGHT A LONG TI ME AGO
WHEN SHE BECAME YOUR PUNCHI NG BAG WHY
ARE YOU HERE?

PAUL
| HAVE TO

CAROL
WHY! ?

PAUL

BECAUSE |' M DYI NG !

There is silence. Paul starts tearing up.

ROAD-+6 FORGIVE

| NT. WLLI AM AND M RANDA HOUSE - NI GHT

Brandon is in his condo, having a conversation with M.
Pet erson who canme to pay hima visit.

MR PETERSON
How s Allison doing? |'ve been trying
to reach out to her to get the
pai nti ng but she never returns ny

cal | s.

BRANDON
That makes the two of us. She's been
ditching mne as well. | actually

haven't seen her in weeks.

MR PETERSON
That was quite a ni ght huh?

BRANDON
That woul d be an understatenment. Til
today I'mstill confused. Maybe you

can enlighten ne.
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MR PETERSON
I"'min the dark |like you Brandon, |
can't really help you

BRANDON
But how do you know Paul ?

MR PETERSON
| nmet Paul when I went to Oregon. It
was around the tine when | had |ost ny
former wife and daughter. During ny
stay there, | went to a few support
groups, that's where Paul and | first
net. He was al so grieving, he said he
had | ost his daughter and his w fe had
passed away years ago. He was a ness,
couldn't tell himanything wthout him
yelling at you. Everyone was scared of
him nyself included.

One time we were paired together for

an activity, we started confiding in

each other. W becane good friends, he
, e

woul oNon nmew. .
ane. D much nt
ol e Real oces8 t'og W
- nont h ate | ef ut 2pt

contact. He was there for nme, nore
than sone famly nenbers really.

BRANDON
D d you know he had a daughter?

MR PETERSON
He didn't really talk about her that
much. | didn't try to ask because he
woul d get so angry, it was crazy. It's
a sore subject for him

BRANDON
So why is he here?

MR PETERSON
Paul is really sick. He was
financially struggling and coul dn't
even afford to go to the hospital. |
told himto conme here and | woul d take
care of it.

BRANDON
What do you nmean? What's wong with
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hi nf?

MR PETERSON
Hi s kidneys are failing. The doctor
gave hima few nonths, that's why he
really wants to reconcile with his
daughter before it's too |ate.

BRANDON
Ww. .. does Ally know about this?

MR PETERSON
No, that's why | canme here to talk to
you. Please try and help him you
can't imagi ne how the guy feels. |
know he has nmade sonme m stakes in the
past, but he is clearly trying to nake
it right. If we don't help him we're
no better.

BRANDON
(deep exhal e)
This is too nuch.

t hough.

| NT. LOCAL PARK - DAY

Allison is sitting al one at a park bench, she | ooks sad.
Soneone wal ks behi nd her, touches her on the shoulder. It's

Br andon,

he cones and sits next to her. Ally does not seem

pl eased about his presence.

BRANDON
Hey you! long tinme no see.
ALLI SON
How did you know | was here?
BRANDON
| went by your house and you weren't
there. I know this is one of your

favorite spots so..

ALLI SON
If you don't mnd, I'd like to be
al one.

=EQRGIVE
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BRANDON
Al'ly, why are you pushing ne away? D d
| do sonmething? I'mtrying to see how
| can help you... what can | do?

ALLI SON
NOTHI NG Why can't you guys just | eave
me alone? Is that too nuch to ask?

BRANDON
"' mnot your eneny Ally, | just want
to...

ALLI SON
TO WHAT? What can you do? Ch, you want
to side with nmy eneny is that it?

BRANDON
He's not your eneny honey, he's just a
man who's broken i nside.

You can see the anger in Allison's eyes as she | ooks at him
Brandon notices that her collar is uneven, he tries to fix

i at |4 has
rily grab

ay had @i nn

Br and i s ®arfused

BRANDON
A ly! Ally!

She has started driving off. It starts pouring rain.
| NT. CONSULTATI ON ROOM - DAY
Paul is talking to his doctor at a hospital. The doctor has

some results he is |looking at as Paul sits on the bed waiting
for himto say sonething.

PAUL
Doctor Stevens? You' ve been | ooking at
t hose papers for a while... | feel

like | should be in the know.

DOCTOR STEVENS
| just got the lab results of your
eFGR tests. It's not | ooking good.
We're running out of time M Fl oyd.
Have you found anybody?
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PAUL
No. It's hard when you have pushed
practically everyone out of your life
because of your arrogance and
attitude. Not that many people are
willing to give you their organ

DOCTOR STEVENS
This is a tinme-sensitive matter Paul,
time is running out pretty quickly.
We're runni ng out of options.

PAUL
How | ong?

DOCTOR STEVENS
One nonth. I'msorry. W need to act
ri ght now, otherw se..

PAUL
Doc, | got it.

Let me go talk to the nurse,

ROADFO FORGIVE

| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ GUESTROOMt NI GHT

Allison is sleeping in her old roomat Carol's. She is awoken
by feeling her hair being stroked. It's Carol. She wakes up.

ALLI SON
VWhat tine is it?

CARCL
It's eight hun. You' ve been sl eeping
since this norning.

ALLI SON
| figured if | spend nore tine
sl eeping, | would escape the tragedy

called my life. Let ne do it in peace.

CARCL
Um.. Ally can you cone with ne for a
sec? | have sonething to show you

ALLI SON
What ? You know | hate surprises.



CARCL
Just cone.

Al'lison gets up fromthe bed, puts on her slippers,
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and

follows her aunt. As they wal k, she | ooks at her aunt's face,

she seens a bit. They go into the living room Carol

who has

been wal king in front of her the whole tinme, steps to the

side to show Paul standing in front of them

ALLI SON
Are you ki ddi ng nme?

CAROL
Honey, just hear himout, please.

ALLI SON
| don't have tine for this.

She starts wal ki ng back.

PAUL
Ally... I know ne and you don't have a
pretty past_but | believe | deserve at

ROADELHFORG

ALLI SON
You don't even deserve a second of ny
life.

PAUL

| know, but please hear ne out.

CAROL
"1l |eave you two al one.

Carol goes to her room There is an awkward sil ence.

goes to sit down, her father foll ows.

ALLI SON
What do you want... Paul ?

PAUL
|"mnot here to ask you for
forgi veness because | know | don't
deserve it. | don't have any
expl anation or excuse to give you for
how | treated you and I won't try to
find some. | know | lost the privilege

Al lison



88.

to be called your father and I have to
live with that for the rest of ny
life..

Al lison seens to not be phased about what he's saying.

PAUL
It took ne a lot of tinme and courage
to face you after all these years, but
| have to tell you sonething while I
still can.

ALLI SON
You know you' ve been ranmbling... if
you could get to the point that woul d
be awesone.

PAUL
| have kidney failure, the doctor has
given ne a few nonths. | have no
donor. | have nade peace withit. I

know we haven't spoken in years.
just thought you should know.

ROABDTQ). FORGIVE

You cone here after ten plus years..
and drop sone news |ike this. Wat do
you want nme to say to that? You

t hought | would forgive you just |ike
t hat because you're sick? | know
that's not what you thought would
happen. | bet it's just your conscious
eating you up

PAUL
Look, | don't want you to do anyt hing.
Just seeing you was enough. Brandon
told me what you were having a hard

time lately. Ally... I'"mnot gonna ask
you to forgive ne because | know I
don't deserve it. | just want you to

be happy and live a good life. Don't
puni sh yoursel f because of ne. Go out
there and enjoy life. You m ght not

believe it but, | love you dearly. |
t hought about you every single day
since you left, I punished nyself in a

| ot of ways hoping it would ease ny
guilt and consci ousness for what | had
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done to you. It never worked, the
guilt ate ne to the core even
nore.Don't be like nme, and | hope and
pray the man you marry is nothing |ike
me. And maybe when you can one day...
pray for ne. Pray that God has nercy
on me and forgives ny sins. Please...
pl ease... don't let ny past m stakes
steal your joy and make you push those
who | ove you away.

Ally has tears com ng down as she listens to her father

ALLI SON
Get out.

Paul gets up, teary-eyed. He kisses her forehead and | eaves.
Ally loses it and sobs.

| NT. ALLI SON CONDQ' BEDROOM - NI GHT

Allison is sitting by the window, watching the rainfall. She
notices a bright light comng fromthe back, she turns. He

r
yeSPRden by 40 in fr o] s a jpa |
er Jht. Shg is i ful g, h#l on apr

o] bhe | o@ks acyl at el Al a bel) evefhe
- s#fe see ri efied a happ? t - r

O
not her smles at her, she wal ks to her. Her nother's gl ow
lights the room Allison starts getting tears.

ALLI SON
Mont?

MARI A
H honey!

ALLI SON
Mom

Allison tries to hug her but can't, her hands go through her
nmot her. Maria brushes her daughter's face.

MARI A
(emotional ly)
Ww Look at you! You have turned into
such a beautiful woman
(sniffles)

ALLI SON
Mom is this really you? Is this
actual |y happeni ng? How do | know it's
real ?
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MARI A
It's as real as you want it to be
honey.

ALLI SON

| mssed you Momi You don't know what
| have been through.

MARI A
| know sweetie, | know everything. |I'm
so sorry you had to go through that
much pain, it broke ny heart watching
you suffer like that. And your father.

ALLI SON
You were watching nme the whole tinme?
MARI A
Yesm even when you didn't see ne | was
t here.
ALLI SON

Li fe has beat me to the ground so nuch

wh
to put me through so nuch paln Maybe
you do.

MARI A
| love you honey, | |ove you so very
much. You are a strong person, God has
amazing things for you... he's not
done with you yet okay? | know the
past hurts, but the good thing is...
it's not permanent and we're not neant
to nove inthat direction! Look right
ahead, the future is waiting for you!
| can't tell you why we go through bad
times but | know this... God wll use
those bad tinmes for our good. He has
his reasons, we don't always have to
know what they are... as long as we
trust himthat in the end it will turn
out okay. Wiich it always does, no
matter how i npossible it may seem

ALLI SON
But why does he need to use ny own
fat her agai nst nme?
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MARI A
Ally... you need to let it go honey.
You need to let it go so you can |et
God work his wonders in your life,
don't hold onto past things that have
no place in your present.

ALLI SON
He stole so nmuch fromne, | lost a big
part of nyself.lt's hard to forgive
him | don't knowif | can do it.
MARI A

For gi veness doesn't just benefit the
one in the wong. It's a chance to |et
go of the hurt and give yourself a
chance to nove on to better things.
The nore you keep holding on to these
t hi ngs, the nore you are punishing
yoursel f. Wiy woul d you want to punish
yourself for things didn't do? Hm?

ALLI SON

GIVE

| know he has honey, and take all the
time you need. It's a long journey
ahead but in the end, it will be worth
it. I want to see ny famly reunited
once again. | can't bear to see you
both Iike this.

ALLI SON
| would do anything to put things back
the way they were. Wen we were all

happy and together. | mss you
terribly.

MARI A
" malways with you, always. | want to

see you happy okay? Let God heal you,
baby, leave it all to him Trying to
puni sh your father for his actions
won't do as much as you letting God
take control of the situation. He
wants you to surrender and give al
your worries and hurt to him that's
all he wants you to do. Trust himthat
he will rmake it all okay. Life is too
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short to live in anguish, cherish
every mnute while you still can.
Especially with your father, we all
deserve a second chance. Sonetinmes we
don't know how to deal with loss, in
the process of trying to heal
ourselves... we becone a conpletely
different person. Talk to him Hwm® I
| ove you, baby. Take care of yourself,
okay?

ALLI SON
| love you too Mom

Maria starts fading away, leaving Allison sitting in a dark
room

| NT. BRANDON CONDO - DAY

Brandon is comng into his driveway, he notices A lison
standing by his front door. He gets out of the car, wal ks
t owar ds her.

ROAD*HI FORGIVE

wanted to say |'msorry
for how I behaved t owar ds you. You
didn't deserve it, | shouldn't punish
you for the things you aren't
responsi ble for. You have al ways been
there for ne and | oved ne
unconditionally, | know you woul d
never hurt me. | didn't want to invest
so nmuch in us because of fear that you
woul d get taken away from ne too. You
deserve all ny love and trust. Sonmeone
recently told ne to enjoy life to the
fullest and the gifts we receive from
God... you're the best gift he has
ever given nme. I'mgoing to cherish it
for the rest of nmy life.l |ove you,
Brandon, with all ny heart. Can you
give ne a second chance to nake it
right?

He wal ks cl oser to her, kisses her forehead, and grabs her in
his arnms as they enbrace.
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| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - DAY

Paul is at Carol's. He is eating |lunch while Carol washes the
di shes. There is a photo of Maria and Carol on the countertop
next to the sink, Paul notices it. Carol turns around to | ook
at him she sees himstaring at the photo.

PAUL
Do you m ss her?

CAROL
Every singl e day.

PAUL
| can't imagine what |ife would be
like if she was still...

CAROL
It's not healthy to think |ike that
Paul, it won't do you any good. Just

remenber her and pray for her, that's
all she woul d want.

ROAD-TOTFORGIV

Yeah, what is it?

PAUL
D d she say anything when. ..

CAROL
| don't think that's a good topic.

PAUL
| just want to know. ..

Carol sits down next to him

BEA N FLASHBACK

| NT. PAUL HOUSE - NI GHT

A young Paul is in his bedroomwth his wife Maria. You can
hear the thunderstormand heavy rain fromoutside. Maria is
getting ready to go out, grabbing a few thing and putting

themin her purse. Paul is standing in a corner watching her
get ready, he seens inpatient.
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PAUL
Honey you need to hurry up, | need
t hat not ebook.

MARI A
Can't you just pick it up tonorrow
nor ni ng? Look how it is outside Paul!

PAUL
| need that book, Maria! | have to
make sure | wote down all my notes
for tonorrow s sernon.

MARI A
How did you even forget it?
PAUL
| don't know, it slipped ne. | have

too many things to renenber in a day.
Excuse ne if | m ss one thing.

MARI A

PAUL
You' re the one who's not doing
anything! | have to finish preparing

ny sernmon. Wwuld it kill you to do
this one thing for ne? Geesh...

MARI A
Ckay... okay... I'll go.
PAUL
THANK YOU!
MARI A
G ve nme a kiss.
PAUL
You'l | get one once you cone back,
that will be your reward.
MARI A

Ch really? Ckay, your | oss.

Maria puts on a coat and grabs her purse. She runs quickly to
her car to not get drenched.
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Maria is on her way to pick up the notebook, she's driving
slowin the rainstormtrying to see in between the w pers

goi ng crazy. She gets a phoncecall. She picks it up.
MARI A
Hel | 0?
CARCL (VO

Heey sis! What are you doi ng?

MARI A
Oh hey, Carol! Ugh... Paul is making
me drive in a stormto get his note
that he forgot at the church

CAROL (VO
Why couldn't he get it hinself?
MARI A
You al ready know how he is. |'m al ways

pi cki ng up his sl ack.

| r
i meveryo
o do a .
- make n pi I

i ngredi ents, can you verify and see if
| have everything?

CAROL (VO)

GIVE

MARI A
Carol, I'mdriving.

CARCL (VO
Ch, cone on! It wll take a few
seconds, | have sone guests com ng

anytime now and | don't want to
enbarrass nyself. Pl ease.

MARI A
Ckay, let ne pull over and check.

CARCL (VO
Thanks, you're the best!

MARI A
Ch, wait! Wien are you conmng to see
your niece? It's been years, she
m sses you. She asked nme about you a
few days ago.



96.

CARCL (VO
| know, |' ve been busy. I'll nake it
up to her.

MARI A

She's your niece Carol, she wants to
spend tinme with you. You're |ike her
bi g sister.

CARCL (VO
| promse, | wll try to cone this
summer, how about that?

MARI A
Alright, I'lIl hold you up to it.
CAROL (VO

Ckay, let nme know about the
i ngredi ents, please!

MARI A
Got it! Love you!

alr . S en me S

i st, Bhe to r i e i A0. et

5t 1 tefh on re i g a : | o , Bher
lig . ¥ gas A tr a i

her.'The car flips several tinmes and ends up in a ditch.
Maria dies instantly.

END FLASHBACK
| NT. CAROL HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT ( CONTI NUED)

After recalling the tragic accident, they both have tears in
their eyes.

CAROL
| feel |ike such a nonster whenever |
t hi nk about that call. She had told ne
she was driving, all | cared about was

getting that darn recipe!! Wy
couldn't | just be patient? Now | ook
where ny sel fishness got nme, | lost ny
sister because of it. I'mso sorry
Paul, this is all ny fault.

PAUL
No, it's not. | should have been the
one that went that night, I'mthe one

who's selfish here... I'"'mthe one who
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takes everything for granted. Maria
didn't deserve to be treated |ike
that. Every night when | go to bed, |
still hear her say " Gve nme a kiss"
and that whol e scene replays in ny
mnd. I... |... can never escape the
guilt. I always put nyself first, even
before ny own famly. Never cared
about anybody than nyself. Now | ook at
me, trying to ask people for a kidney.
(sarcastic chuckl e)

l"ma joke. | just have to accept ny
fate. At least I'll die know ng |
apol ogi zed to Allison. Carol, |I'm

sorry for all the pain | have caused
you, and Ally. If | don't see her
again, please tell her how nmuch | | ove
her.

CAROL
Deep down, | think she knows you do
Iove her.l"msorry | can't help you,
hadn't snoked so nuch... nmaybe

ROAD T FORGIVE

You took care of ny daughter i ke she
was your own, that's all coul d ask
for. Thank you!

O

CAROL
W're famly at the end of the day...
we only have each ot her

PAUL
Thank you, Carol, you take care of
yoursel f alright?

Paul gets up, they have a |l ong hug. Carol w pes her tears.
She wat ches hi mwal k towards the door and di sappear into the
dar kness.

EXT. MR PETERSON HOUSE - DAY

Paul is bringing bags outside and putting themin a cab
waiting for him M. Peterson and his wife cone out to say
t heir goodbyes. They help himput the last ones in the
backseat .



98.

PAUL
| think that's everything!

MR PETERSON
So this is it huh?

PAUL
Yeah, pretty mnuch

MR PETERSON
Paul , you know it doesn't have to be
like this. W can go to the hospital
right now and we can get it sorted
out .

PAUL
"' mokay with how things are now. This
is how!l want it to be.

MRS PETERSON
Paul , pl ease.. think about this.

| al :
t's t@gnme.fCan’
ROAD:
- t hi ng ‘

t here?

The cab rolls down the w ndow.

CAB DRI VER
Are we going anytinme soon?

PAUL
Yeah.. yeah.. sorry. Guys | have to
go, I'll call you

Paul hands M. Peterson a handshake, he pulls himand hugs
himas Ms. Peterson watches enotionally. She hugs him as
wel | .

He gets in the car, waves goodbye to themas the cab drives
away. He turns back around with watery eyes.

| NT. WOOD CABI N- DAY

In a forest somewhere, there is a small cabin. Inside, Peter
i s keeping his hands warm by the fireplace. He seens weak,
his eyes are puffy. He sits down on the couch, there is a
letter on the small table. He grabs it and it reads
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PAUL (VO
My dear est daughter, | never thought
woul d be witing a letter to you to
say goodbye. There are so many things
| wwsh | could redo in ny life, the
way | treated you would be on the top
list. You deserved a nuch better
father, soneone who would | ead you and
be there for you. After your nother
died, | made a prom se to nyself that
| would do everything in nmy power to
keep you fromharm The sad reality is
that | did nore harmto you than
protected you fromit... | can never
forgive nyself for that. | nmade it
seemlike | didn't trust the world but
deep down, | didn't trust nyself about
how good of a job I had done rai sing
you. Maybe | didn't want to believe
it... because | didn't want to fai
your nother and you. My ego got in the
way, | failed you, Ally. |I'm deeply
sorry for that, there are not enough

sorr | d |
t rigft. to u
or get jany yoll ha s it

. nmeans uc DV e and

wi sh you all the happiness in the
world... | love you.

Paul .
He puts the letter down, gets up, and goes to the kitchen. He
washes a dish, warms up a burrito. As the food is getting

war med up, he gets a phone call. He takes out the phone from
his jacket, answers.

PAUL
Hel | 0?

| NT. HOSPI TAL OFFI CE - DAY
Paul 's doctor, Doctor Stevens is on the other |line.
DOCTOR STEVENS
Hel l o Paul, do you have a nonent to

tal k?

| NTERCUT- PHONE CONVERSATI ON
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PAUL
Hi Doctor Stevens, yeah we can tal k.

DOCTOR STEVENS

| have sone news for you... soneone
donat ed a ki dney. You have a donor
Paul .

Paul is silent.

DOCTOR STEVENS
| was calling to see if this news
m ght change your m nd.

PAUL
How. .. who?

DOCTOR STEVENS
The person wants to stay anonynous. |
think it's a mracle, maybe this is a
sign that you should reconsider. Wat
do you say, Paul? | know as a doctor
"' m not supposed to add ny own i nput

ROADEEHEFORGIVE

| NT. SURGERY ROOM - NI GHT

Paul has decided to get a kidney transplant, he is in the
surgery room.. he was given sone anesthetic. There are a
bunch of doctors and nurses working on him The doctor is
maki ng an incision to his | ower abdonen, starting the
procedure.

| NT. ALLI SON CONDO - DAY

Allison is in her bed, reading a book. Brandon and Carol
bring her sonme food to her room He sits next to her, kisses
her forehead.

EXT. LOCAL PARK - DAY

4 nmonths |ater

Paul is feeding sone ducks at a park, once he's done, he goes
to sit on the bench. He | ooks happy, staring at kids playing

with their parents. He | ooks healthier too. There is a voice
from behind him
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ALLI SON
M nd sone conpany?

Paul | ooks back to the view of his daughter smling at him
She conmes and sits next to him Paul's smle gets even

bi gger.
ALLI SON
How are you Dad? You | ook good.
PAUL
|'"m better than ever, now that you're
her e.
ALLI SON
It's good to see you.
PAUL
How have you been sweetie?
ALLI SON
"' mgood, can't conplain. |I'mabout to

open ny studio so |'mpretty stocked

ROADITE), FORGIVE

ALLI SON
O course.

PAUL
Soneti mes when | | ook at your
pai ntings, | can't believe how good
you are. | never knew this was one of
your passions. You never tal ked about
it.

ALLI SON
| didn't want it taken fromne. It was
my escape from.. everything.

PAUL
Yeah, | understand. Thank goodness
there's at least one thing I didn't
take fromyou. I'mso proud of you for
follow ng your dreans. | know your
not her is too.

ALLI SON
Yeah, | know. She told ne.
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PAUL
She what ?

ALLI SON
| don't knowif it was a dreamor a
vision, but I saw her. W tal ked about
me and you, she nade ne see things
froma different perspective.

PAUL
Honey, you saw Monf
ALLI SON
Yeah, | did. And she was beautiful as

ever. Always smling.

PAUL
|'msure she was. | don't know if |
coul d face her.

ALLI SON
Dad, you need to stop bl am ng
yoursel f. she doesn t. There's no way

ROADEESFER GIVE

to nove on and be happy... you deserve
it as much as | do. Everyi ne deserves
a second chance.

PAUL
| feel like life | didn't deserve it
t hough, but 1'm gonna make the best of
it. I just wish I knew who was the
donor, | couldn't thank them enough. |

wonder how their life's going, what
they' re doing right now

ALLI SON
Wiy do you want to know so nuch?

PAUL
You never know in life, they may be in
need one day... | want to return the
favor. | want a name, to go with the
prayer | give for them every norning
and ni ght.

ALLI SON

Well, | think they' re doing just fine.
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Probably enjoying a nice day at the
park with their father. Cherishing
every nmonent spent and trying to catch
up. Thinking to thenselves " Life is
to short, forgive, nove on and be

happy. "

PAUL
Wait, how woul d you..

Paul realizes he is sitting across fromhis donor. They both
get teary-eyed. He hugs her.

EXT. FLORAL GARDEN - DAY

A year later, it is a special occasion. Alison and Brandon
are getting married. There are a few guests, watching her
wal k down the aisle with her father. He gives her hand to
Brandon, kisses his daughter's forehead. |Instead of going
back to sit down, he wal ks around them and stands in front of

themto officiate the wedding.
=T .
a 8p
Br an@lo d
: n

good thing. Brandon, consider yourself
the luckiest man in the world...

a

There are sonme | aughs. Brandon and Al lison are staring deep
into each other's eyes.

During the reception, Paul is having a father-daughter dance.
It's a beautiful nonment, Allison can't stop smling.

PAUL
You | ook beautiful honey

ALLI SON
Thank you, Dad, and thank you for
giving me away. | couldn't be any

happier. | don't know why | feel Mns
presence strongly right now, she's
probabl y wat chi ng over us.

PAUL
She is, she always is.

Paul twirls her around, he noticed a glowing light in a
corner. He | ooks to see his wife standi ng watching her



RO

104.

husband and daughter dance. Paul smles while trying to hold
back tears. Allison doesn't understand what he's | ooking at.
Maria smles at him Allison pats her dad on the arm

ALLI SON
Dad? Are you okay?

Paul is startl ed.

PAUL
Yeah, just saw soneone | know. Sonmeone
I have m ssed a | ot.

ALLI SON
Oh okay, just be careful with your
st eps because you're staring so hard.

PAUL
That woul d be a scene now wouldn't it?

They both | augh as they continue their dance. Paul takes

eregl i shé ti hhe hegt”s QONE, r |
| ove Mou" sti t gha rn
S 5 daught er they fi ei ange.

THE END.




