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FADE | N:

I NT. H GH SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

Typi cal high school classroom the clock ticks and a | ow hum
runbles fromthe air conditioner. At the front stands a
teacher MRS. ALLEN giving a |lecture on the Anmerican civil
war .

In the back of the classroomis a group of 3 students talking
| oudly over the teachers |ecture.

One of them LANE MATHEWS a senior in a letter jacket
decorated with several patches is turned alnost all the way
around to face his friends, paying absolutely no attention to
what is happening in front of him

MRS. ALLEN
M . Mat hews!

Lane turns around bl ows a bubble. POP

LANE
Yeah?

MRS. ALLEN
Wuld you like to explain to the rest
of the class why everyone el se here
except you and your friends have to
| earn about the civil war?

LANE
Hey we have a big gane tonight ne and
the boys need to strategi ze. You do
want us to win right?

The two other children around hi mcheer and high five LANE

MRS. ALLEN
Wn or lose the teamw Il just do have
to do wi thout your strategic genius on
the field this evening. I'mgiving you

detenti on.
Lane sits up in his chair.

LANE
but . ..



MRS. ALLEN
but nothing M. Matthews. | hope you
use the tinme to think about your peers
and how your behavior effects them

EXT. H GH SCHOCOL - DAY

A small old four door car in disrepair with tinted w ndows
and m ssing patches of paint all over, pulls up to a small
booth in front of the school.

Qut of the booth wal ks a security guard he has kind eyes and
a gentle manner about him he wears a worn uniform conpl eted
by a hat that says security in faded letters. He taps on the
wi ndow of the car.

POV | NSI DE THE CAR
The nman inside the car rolls down the w ndow

The security guard recoils shocked by the man he sees staring
back at him

KILLER
Sonme ki nd of problem

SECURI TY GUARD
Uh no, no sir

The security guard adjusts his hat.

SECURI TY GUARD
| need to ask you what you're doing
her e.

Kl LLER
Busi ness.

SECURI TY GUARD
|"'msorry | need you to be just a tad
nore descriptive before | can let ya
in.
From out of the car pops the man's hand. He grabs the
security guard and pulls himinto the frame of the car.

The guard snmacks his head agai nst the hood of the car.
Di soriented he grabs his head with one hand and tries to
reach for a taser on his belt.



The man gets out of the car.

The security guard pulls the taser, tries to fire it and
not hi ng happens.

SECURI TY GUARD
St upi d t hing.

The security guard smacks the taser like an old electronic
desperate for it to work.

The killer wal ks forward grabs the security guard and throws
hi m agai nst the booth. The guard slides down the | ength of
t he booth and | ands on the ground unconsci ous.

The killer pulls a ID badge off of the security guard.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALL - DAY

The hal lway bustles with students, |ockers open and shut,
sneakers scream agai nst the |inol eum fl oor.

LANE and his two friends stand in the hall, chatting agai nst
t he | ockers.

LANE
| can't believe she gave ne detention.
(beat)
Bi t ch.
BOY 1
Come on it's just one gane.
BOY 2
Yeah | think we can nanage w t hout you
for once.
LANE
OCh, you guys going to play quarterback
t oni ght ?

The two boys | ook at each ot her awkwardly. Then an
announcenent comes in over the PA

PRI NCI CI PAL (O.S)
Hell o students, | just wanted to
rem nd you that tonight is our big
ganme agai nst Westview. Cone support



our boys as they continue their run at
t he state chanpi onshi p.

A few students throughout the hallway cheer.

PRI NCI Cl PAL (O. S)
Have a great weekend bul | dogs!

The PA clicks off.

The first boy tries to stifle a |augh, the second slaps him
lightly trying to get himto stop. Lane glares at him

BOY 1
Sorry, sorry.

LANE
VWhat ever nman.

Lane sl ans his | ocker and wal ks off.

At anot her | ocker stands a pretty girl ALIYAH wearing a

thi ck, dark colored | ong sl eeve sweatshirt and sporting a big
smle, aforced smle, attenpting to hide a profound sadness.
She is talking to a friend CLAI RE

CLAI RE
Wiy are you al ways wearing | ong
sl eeves lately?

Al'iyah grabs her armand hesitates for a second before
r espondi ng.

ALl YAH
It's what's in right now didn't you
know?

CLAI RE
| guess not... Do you want a ride to

the gane a bunch of the girls were
going to go al together?

ALI YAH
Ugh no... | have detention. | got
caught hiding in the bathroominstead
of going to gym

CLAI RE
Wiy were you. ..



ALl YAH
Look I got to go. I'll talk to you
| ater.

Aliyah wal ks away hol ding her |eft hand over her right wist.

Taped to a third | ocker is a phony |ooking detention slip. A
boy HARRY KORD with a conb over and sweater vest steps up to
the |l ocker and pulls down the note.

HARRY
Det enti on?

Harry begi ns wal ki ng away

HARRY
How on earth did | get detention?

Reveal a hand it is horribly burned and di sfigured, overused
bandages cover nost of it. The figure steps in front of the
canmera covering it in darkness.

| NT. LI BRARY - DAY

Aliyah enters the library. There are four other students
sitting at tables across fromher. Lane sits in one of them
his arnms crossed feet up on the table, seat |eaning back.

In the other three seats are HARRY KORD, sitting up with near
perfect posture hands fol ded one over the other on top of the
desk. He appears al nost eager for detention.

Behind Harry sits PENNY CALDVELL shifting in the seat
constantly with her |eg bouncing up and down under the table.

In the last seat is CURTIS WEST clothed in a | eather jacket
with a ridiculous spiked up haircut. He is obviously
desperate for attention.

Aliyah stops | ooks around and then is scared by a teacher who
conmes up behind her, MR BERNER He is a mddle aged man in a
cheap suit with thick rimed gl asses an air of nervousness
hangs all around him

MR. BERNER
Ch Jeez, didn't nean to scare you
there. 1'm M. Berner.



He holds his hand out to her. She grabs it lightly and shakes
it, an awkward | ook on her face.

MR. BERNER
Please find a seat and | will get you
guys going in a few m nutes.

Al i yah wal ks past the man scanning for an enpty seat. She
sees one over by Curtis. She stops in front of him

ALl YAH
Is this one taken?

Curtis pulls a rather realistic |ooking gun out from under
the desk and replies in a stereotypical 30's gangster voi ce.

CURTI S
You listen here Sweet heart.

He | eans back in his chair, |lowers the gun, and drops the
vVoi ce.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Yeah you can totally sit there.

Everyone in the room | ooks at hi mstunned by what they have
j ust seen.

CURTI S
VWhat? It's fake.

Curtis turns the gun and fires it into his nmouth water
squirts out.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)

See?

ALI YAH
| can see how you ended up in
det enti on.

Curtis | ooks confused, conpletely unaware he has done
anyt hi ng wrong.

Aliyah turns away and finds a different enpty seat behind
LANE.



MR, BERNER
I"mafraid |"mgoing to have to
confiscate that fromyou M. West

CURTI S
Come on it was a joke.

He | ooks around the room and sees everyone starring at him

CURTI S
Jeez... tough crowd.

Curtis slide the gun across the table. M. Berner grabs it
and sets the gun on the front table.

CURTI S
VWhen can | have it back?

M. Berner tries to speak but is cut off before he can even
get a word out.

PENNY
You won't be getting it back.

CURTI S
Wel|l why the hell not?

M. Berner tries to speak again

PENNY
School policy says any weapon real or
fake di scovered on school grounds is
to be permanently confi scat ed.

MR BERNER
Thank you Penny but | assure you | am
capabl e of correcting Curtis' behavior
wi t hout your. ..

M. Berner adjusts his gl asses

MR. BERNER ( CONT' D)
Assi st ance.

CURTI S
Man you know how long it took nme to
make one that actually | ooked Iike the
real thing?

Curtis sinks down in his chair sulking.



MR, BERNER
Well with that all uh... taken care of
let's get going shall we. This is ny
first tinme hosting detention so please
bear with ne.

M. Berner |ooks down at a paper reading it softly to

hi msel f. The silence eventually gets awkward. Lane cups his
hands around his nmouth turning theminto a makeshift
nmegaphone.

LANE
Today G andpa!

HARRY
| don't think you' re supposed to talk
to teachers like that.

LANE
Yeah, what would you know about it?

Harry babbl es for a nonent before finding the courage to
speak.

HARRY
Uh. More than you | | suppose.

Lane sits up straight and puffs his chest out a little.

LANE
You want to say that again?
CURTI S
Conme on give the kid a break
LANE
"1l break you.
CURTI S
Oh great coneback the epitone of wt.
How wi Il | ever recover fromsuch a

sick burn? Have all those sacks you
have taken this year given you brain
damage or sonet hi ng?

ALl YAH
Ch at least he's on the team |
remenber what happened when you tried
out Sophonore year.



CURTI S
It was a goof | tried out as a goof.

ALl YAH
Then how do you explain ending up in
t he hospital ? How | ong were you in the
t here again exactly?

Yel ling breaks out as the whole group is having an
unintelligible argument. M. Berner raises his armlike he is

about to

say sonet hing but then stops. Penny breaks through

t he noi se.

Everyone

PENNY

(yel l'i ng)
Qui et !

stops and turns to the girl.

PENNY
| believe before you all decided to
turn this into a jungle that M.
Berner was trying to give us
di rections.

LANE
Ch what are you on about? You ended up
in here just like the rest of us so
maybe don't act so high and m ghty.

Penny gives himthe worlds nost terrifying glare. Like she is
| ooking straight into his very soul. Lane shuts up and turns

around.

MR. BERNER
Uh thank you for that Penny. Yes first
thing is |I'"msupposed to do is
confi scate your phones.

ALI YAH
Ch cone on

HARRY
It's detention did you really think
they were going to | et you keep your
phone?



10.

LANE
Well what are we supposed to do in
here for two hours then?

MR. BERNER
| msure we can find sonething for you

to occupy yourself with Lane but first
t he phones.

M. Berner points at a plastic bucket on the table for them
to put their phones in.

One at a tine. The students walk to the front and hand over
t heir phones. Aliyah hesitates.

ALl YAH
What if sonething happens and | |ike
really need the phone?

MR. BERNER
It's detention. | assure you nothing

danger ous ever happens in detention.
Now pl ease find your seat.

Aliyah scoffs and wal ks back to the table.

ALl YAH
Al right now you may work on cl ass
assignnents, or read, or sit silently
and contenpl ate the choices that
| anded you in detention this evening.

LANE
Well |I'msure as hell not going to do
any honmework and | don't even know
where 1'd find a book.

CURTI S
Don't know where to find a book? God
are you just a conpl ete noron?

MR, BERNER
| think I can handle this one Curtis.
Lane if you are | ooking for a book
think I know where you can find one.

M. Berner gestures around the room
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CURTI S
| think you m ght need to be nore
specific. | don't think Lane has ever

seen a book up cl ose and personal .

LANE
Oh, real funny.

CURTI S
Hey not every jokes a gem That's why
| got to workshop ny material. Not
that you would know funny if it bit
you in the ass.

ALl YAH
Li ke you woul d know funny either.
You're idea of a good joke was
sticking a gun in nmy face.

CURTI S
A wat er gun!

Yel | i ng breaks out again.

PENNY
SHUT UP!'! SHUT UP!

Every one stares at Penny wi de eyed and terrified.

PENNY ( CONT' D)
| can not believe | amin here with
you absol ute ani mal s.

MR. BERNER
Penny! may | remind you that you are
in detention as well.

Penny recedes into herself.

MR. BERNER
Now | nust take your phones to the
of fice where you can pick themup
after detention.

Al iyah scoffs

MR BERNER ( CONT' D)
Now pl ease try to do sonething
productive. You will be | ocked inside
the Iibrary while |I' m gone.



12.

M. Berner |eaves shaking his head. The door shuts behind
hi m

| NT. OFFI CE - AFTERNOON
M. Berner sets the plastic bucket holding the cell phones on

a desk in the office. Ajanitor is in the roomenptying a
trash can

MR, BERNER
X if | leave these here?

JANI TOR
Sure thing. You'll have to get them
for the kids later though. |I'm out of

here early today. Got to go see that
bi g gane. You goi ng?

MR. BERNER
| wish | were so lucky. | have to
babysit the little jailbirds Have a
good weekend!

M. Berner waves and | eaves the roomwhistling, not a care in
t he wol d.

| NT. LI BRARY - LATER

The kids sit in silence.

CURTI S
So a priest and a Rabbi walk into a
bar .

ALI YAH
Nope!

CURTI S

Conme on you haven't even heard the
punchl i ne yet.

ALI YAH
and we never wll. Now shut up.

The kids sit in silence, just |long enough for things to get
awkwar d.



CURTI S
So... What's everybody in for?

PENNY
It's not a prison Curtis.

The roomfalls back into sil ence.

CURTI S
Ok then I'Il start. | pulled this
great prank. So | went in real early
and upl oaded a programto all the
conputers in the | ab.

PENNY
| don't think | |like where this is
goi ng.

CURTI S
Relax, all it did was make t hem al

| ook they had one of those ransomware
viruses. Conputer's teacher cane in
and had a fit. It was hilarious.

Curtis stops for a nonent.

CURTI S
Principal didn't think it was very
funny though.

PENNY
" mjust so shocked that our principal
had a problemw th you acting like a

conpl ete jackass. |I'mfrankly
surprised they haven't expelled you
al r eady.

CURTI S

How bout the rest of youse guys? Wat
got you thrown in the joint.

ALI YAH
| guess it can't hurt to tell you.
was trying to ditch gymclass by
hiding in the bathroom

CURTI S
Wiy woul d you skip Gyn? Aren't you
I i ke sone extraordinary athlete.

Al i yah | ooks away. Hi ding her face.



The ki ds

CURTI S
Yeah you're |ike the head cheerl| eader
or sonething right? Top of the pyramd
t hat whol e deal ?

LANE
Not anynor e.
all | ook over to Lane.

LANE ( CONT' D)
Quit. Qut of nowhere wouldn't tell
anybody why.

CURTI S
Don't supposed you'd like to share
that information with the rest of the
cl ass?

ALl YAH
Not even cl ose.

CURTI S
Fai r enough. How about you quiet kid?
How d you cone to join us in the | and
of detention?

HARRY
My names Harry, not quiet kid.

CURTI S
Alright then Harry what's your story.
You don't strike ne as the m sbehavin

t ype.

HARRY
|"mnot. | don't know why |I'm here
actually. I had a note taped to ny

| ocker saying | needed to report to
detention after school.

CURTI S
And you actual ly showed up?

Curtis lets out a hearty belly | augh.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Sonebody was probably just pranking
you kid. They don't |eave detention

14.



15.

notices on | ockers. Anyways too |ate
now you're | ocked here in the madhouse
just like the rest of us.

Harry ponders this, rubbing a hand agai nst his head.

CURTI S
Al right football boy, you're up

LANE
Ms. Allen's a bitch.

PENNY
You take that back

LANE
Oh | ooks i ke we touched a nerve
there. Sorry but that's the truth.

PENNY
No it's not. You're just an arrogant
jerk that thinks the world revol ves
around him cause he can throw a
basebal | or whatever

LANE
It's football. I think our class
presi dent woul d care about school
sports. At |east enough to know which
one's we play in the fall.

CURTI S
You're the class president?

PENNY
How do you not know that?

ALI YAH
Yeah she gives one of her big dunb
speeches at every assenbly has since
freshman year.

CURTI S
Oh yeah those! | think I've sl ept
t hrough every single one in ny 3 and a
guarter years going to this fine
i nstitution.

HARRY
You didn't really answer the question.



16.

CURTI S
Huh?

HARRY
Lane he never really told the rest of
us why he's in here.

LANE
Nei t her di d Madane president over
t here.

PENNY

Alright if | tell you Lane has to
prom se to finish his story.

CURTI S
Lane?

LANE
Sure, why not/

Penny takes a deep breath and begins to talk very rapidly.

PENNY
So basically everyone el se on the
student council is a conplete noron

who can't do anything by thensel ves.

Qut of breath penny stops to inhale then starts up again
speaki ng even nore frantically than before.

PENNY ( CONT' D)
even if you give them exact step by
step instructions and finally | just
got so sick of their shit and I..

Curtis is on the edge of his seat.

CURTI S
Go on

She is tal king sl ower and qui eter now obviously ashaned to
tell the group the end of the story.

PENNY
started scream ng at them and didn't
stop until they had to have security
pull me out of the room



CURTI S
Ch, ny, god.
PENNY
What ?
CURTI S
That is just the nost hysterical thing
|"ve heard all week. | love it

Presi dent Penny giving the whol e
student council the business.

Curtis laughs really hard and wi pes a tear fromhis eye.
Everyone stares at him

CURTI S
Ch cone on. You can't tell ne that
wasn't hilarious. Ch well to hell with
the ot of you.

Penny takes a deep breath and then points at Curtis

PENNY
You sir are rude.

CURTI S
You know | bet by the end of this |
get you to |like ne!

PENNY
| would rather die.

Penny spins around, points at |ane.

PENNY
And you owe us a story.

LANE
Alright fine. So I'msitting there in
class chatting with my buddi es about
the big gane and Ms. Allen feels the
need to interrupt ne.

ALI YAH
I nterrupt you? God you m ght be
literally the nbst egotistical person
on the face of the planet.

17.
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LANE
Oh and your just sunshine and fucking
rai nbows right the perfect human
bei ng.

ALI YAH
Better than you

PENNY
| don't think that's a very high bar.

HARRY
Yeah |'mtrying to be synpathetic but
you kind of just seemlike a jerk.

CURTI S
So we can agree on one thing our
football star here is kind of a dick.

LANE
What ever |'m not even going to
remenber any of you when I'min
Al abama playing on a full ride
schol ar shi p.

Lane puts his head down trying to ignore the group.

| NT. HALLWAY - EVEN NG

M. Berner wal ks down the hallway casually, still whistling.
One of the hallway lights turns off.

MR. BERNER
Hel | 0?

No one calls back. M. Berner wal ks forward.

MR, BERNER
Hel | 0?

Anot her light clicks off.
MR, BERNER
If that's you Curtis you're in a world
of troubl e.

In the shadows against the |inoleumfloor footsteps
rever berate.
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MR, BERNER
You're already on thin ice Curtis.

From out of the shadows steps the bandaged man. Wearing a
dark bl ue junpsuit bandages cover alnost the entirety of his
exposed ski n.

MR. BERNER
Ch, you're not M. West. I'msorry we
have a renowned troubl e maker around
here who likes to pull stunts |ike
t his.

The man starts to wal k forward, slowy, each step a carefully
pl anned noti on.

MR. BERNER
Are you a parent perhaps?

No response.

MR. BERNER
| f you're not here on sone school
business I'mgoing to have to ask you
to | eave.

Si | ence.
MR. BERNER
(firmy)
Pl ease | eave sir!

The man pulls out a hamrer, raises it and begi ns wal ki ng nore
qui ckly.

M. Berner goes w de eyed, turns and begins to run.

| NT. LI BRARY - LATER

PENNY
Hey guys?

HARRY
Yeah Penny?

PENNY
VWhere's M. Berner?



CURTI S
Taki ng our phones to the office he
sai d so.

HARRY
Shoul dn't he be back by now?

ALI YAH
No shit, he's been gone for |ike ever
and the office is Iike 30 seconds
away.

CURTI S
Maybe he just didn't want to spend two
hours babysitting a shit head like
Lane.

LANE
|"m sure he's just chatting up the hot
secretary they got up there.

PENNY

Ugh. Ms. Newman? You're such a pig.
ALl YAH

Trut h.
LANE

A. Just being honest B. I'mtired of
you giving ne shit. You know, why
don't we tal k about you for a m nute?

ALI YAH
VWhat's there to tal k about?

LANE
Oh maybe how you just wal ked out on
cheer | eadi ng practice one day and
never cane back.

ALl YAH
|'"d rather be a quitter than an
asshol e.

HARRY
Maybe we shoul d cal m down?

LANE
Stay out of this nerd.

20.



Curtis is drowned out by the noise of everyone yelling at

each other again. A few nonents |ater a screamcuts through

CURTI S
Hey who are you to..

t he noi se.

Everyone

ALl YAH
VWhat was t hat?

PENNY
Sonebody scream ng?

HARRY
Shoul d we go see what it was?

CURTI S
We're | ocked in renmenber, nothing to
see. Plus you never go towards a
scream You run away fromthem That's
i ke basic facts.

LANE
Only if you' re a pussy.

CURTI S
Congrat ul ati ons Lane you' ve nastered
sexi sm and basic insults. Come on down
and receive your no prize.

HARRY
Shoul dn't we focus on the fact that
sonmething seens like it's really wong
out there. There has to be sonething
we can do right.

LANE
Maybe take a | ook through the big ass
wi ndow that's right on the door.

| ooks surprised at the proposition.
LANE ( CONT' D)

Ri ght! and |' m supposed to be the dunb
one.

PENNY
Maybe we should just wait for M.
Berner to cone back. I'"'msure he'll be

here any second.

21.
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LANE
No way this is the nost interesting
thing that's happened the whole tine
we've been in here I'mtaking a | ook.

Lane takes a confident stride up to the door |ooking out the
wi ndow i nto the hallway.

| NT. HALLWAY

M. Berner runs down the hall, scream ng. The bandage covered
man chases after him He catches M. Berner and hits himwth
a hamer knocking himto the ground. Then drags the
unconsci ous M. Berner away a trail of blood streaking across
the fl oor.

CUT BACK TQO

| NT. LIBRARY - EVEN NG
Lane rushes away fromthe w ndow.

ALl YAH
Lane what's wrong?

No response Lane goes to all the doors of the library trying
to open them Aliyah eventually grabs his arm

ALl YAH
What' s goi ng on?

LANE
Sone freak in bandages just attacked
M. Berner.

PENNY
VWhat ?

LANE
| know you're a little out there Penny
but you aren't stupid. There's bl ood
everywhere out there. You don't
believe me go check for yourself.

The group sans Lane wal k over to the wi ndow outside is M. a
pil e of bl ood.



HARRY
Ch ny god.

ALl YAH
What are we going to do?

Lane wal ks back towards the group.

LANE
Well we aren't getting out of here at
| east not easily. Every way out of
here is | ocked.

CURTI S
lt's all M. Berner's fault if he
hadn't | ocked us in here we'd be fine.

ALI YAH
| don't think blam ng the teacher is
going to get us anywhere right now.
Also it doesn't feel right when he's
you know probably dead.

HARRY
Does anyone know what to do? Because
"' m kind of freaking out right now |
don't think I'"menotionally prepared
for this.

CURTI S
Yeah | know exactly what to do. | have
t oooons of experience escaping from
hom ci dal mani acs this has happened to
me a bunch of tinmes. This is basically
my typical Friday night.

ALl YAH
Jeez
LANE
Lay off the kid Curtis
CURTI S
Sorry, | tend to make bad j okes when
" m nervous.

Harry replies in a soft, joking tone.



HARRY
| think you tend to nmake bad j okes al
the tinme.

CURTI S
"1l let that slide this tinme kid.
Most |y because that was pretty funny.
You' ve got potential .

ALl YAH
Harry's right though we can't just sit
here there has to be sonething we can
do right?

LANE
Well, roons | ocked, we don't have any
cel | phones. They don't exactly nake
school s easy to get in and out of
t hese days.

ALl YAH
Look I"mjust trying to be
constructive. There's got to be a way

out.
LANE
And I"'mtelling you there's not.
ALl YAH
So what are we supposed to do just die
in here.
LANE

Sure why not ?!
The group gets eerily quiet.

CURTI S
Anyt hi ng you need to share with the
rest of the class Lane?

Penny calls to the group fromover at the w ndow.

PENNY
Guys.

CURTI S
Not now Penny
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PENNY
Quys seriously.

CURTI S
Kind of dealing with sonething serious
over here at the nonent Pen.

Penny takes a deep breath, inhales and begins to scream

PENNY
WLL YOU SHUT UP? THE GUY IS RI GHT
OQUTSI DE THE W NDOW

CURTI S
(whi speri ng)
No need to bite our heads off.

Aliyah hears this and pushes Curtis on the shoul der.

ALI YAH
Shut up Curtis.

PENNY
| think he's trying to give us a
nessage.

Penny stares intently out the w ndow.

HARRY
What ?

CURTI S
Lane you're not getting out of this,
we're com ng back to this particul ar
topi ¢ of discussion.

Lane pushes through the others to get to the w ndow the
other's piling in behind himand Penny.

| NT. HALLWAY - EVEN NG

The nysterious man stands at the door. Witing on a notepad.
Through the gaps in his bandages you can see his body is
horribly disfigured, his skin cracked and split open.

He holds a note up to the window. It reads NO WAY OUT. WHY AM
| DO NG THI S? VWHY TO YOU? 12 HOURS TO FIGURE I T QUT. The
killer noves the notepad and | eaves frane | eaving the canera
resting on the pool of M. Berners bl ood.



26.

| NT. LI BRARY - EVEN NG

The group wal ks away fromthe wi ndow. They all | ook
terrified.

CURTI S
At | east detentions not boring
anynor e.

ALl YAH
Shut up Curti s!

CURTI S
Ri ght, bad tim ng.

HARRY
| can't do this guys. | have anxiety.
| can't | can't

Harry starts taking short exasperated breaths, he is having a
pani ¢ attack.

LANE
Cal m down kid take three deep breaths.

Harry inhal es and exhal es heavily. Lane pats himon the
shoul der.

LANE
That's good that's good man. It'I| be
alright we're going to figure this out
together. We're a team now.

Harry nods.
LANE
Al right now go sit down for a few
m nut es, keep doing the breathing and
we'll be right behind you.
Harry wal ks of f.

ALl YAH
Wowl

LANE
VWhat ?



They al |

CURTI S
| think she's just surprised at how
wel | you handl ed t hat.

LANE
It's sonething coach makes us do at
halftime we all take three deep
breaths and sit down for a second. |
just figured it m ght work here.

PENNY
" mgoing to go check on him
LANE
No we all will. Like | said we're a

t eam now and we have to get through
this together.

wal k back to their original seats.

CURTI S
Al right where do we start?

Penny | ooks at a clock on the wall.

PENNY
It looks like it's 5 o' clock now so we
have till 5ambasically to figure out

what it is that psycho wants from us.

HARRY
So what's the plan?

ALl YAH
Maybe we just wait it out? Soneone's
got to cone | ooking for us before tine
runs out right?

CURTI S
Wel | everyone including the Janitor
was | eaving early today for the Gane
except this fine group of people so
that rules out staff.

PENNY
What about parents? Soneone's parents
should realize they didn't conme hone
from school right?
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They all | ook around at each other. No one wants to say
anyt hi ng.

LANE
Al right so nobody's com ng. W can get
out of here on our own. We just have
to solve the riddle or whatever. Can
we do try that?

Everyone nods hesitantly.

LANE ( CONT' D)
Al'ight, now does anyone renenber the
specific questions he asked us to
figure out? They're probably key to
t hi s whol e thing.

Everyone ponders for a nonent.

PENNY
Not sure. It all happened so fast.

HARRY
' mnot 100% sure either.

LANE
Come on guys we need those questions.

ALl YAH
Wiy am | doing this? Wiy you?

Everyone stares at Aliyah

ALl YAH
What ? | have a good nenory.

CURTI S
Good to know

Curti s nods approvingly.
LANE

Alright this is good we have the
guesti ons now.

Curtis begins to speak in a terrible faux British accent



CURTI S
Yeah and they give us just |oads to go
off of don't they?

HARRY
| think they m ght actually.

CURTI S
Alright crack on with it then.

HARRY
It's the why us thing. It neans he
want ed us specifically the five of us.

ALl YAH
And?

HARRY
And Isn't it weird that five people
who never hang out normally all end up
in detention on the sane day? Wth no
extra students here. | nmean | didn't
even do anything | just had a note
taped to ny | ocker.

ALI YAH
| hate to be rude right now but does
any of this have a point.

HARRY
The five of us. W all nust be
connected to himsonehow. Connected to
each ot her even.

CURTI S
But the five of us haven't probably
spoken a dozen words to each ot her
bet ween us before today.
(beat)
Unl ess you count Penny's terrible
never endi ng speeches.

PENNY
| thought you hadn't...

CURTI S
Ok maybe | caught one or two of them
but do you get ny point?
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ALl YAH
Yeah, nostly.

HARRY
Most | y?

ALl YAH

W may not really see each other
anynore but ne and Lane used to talk
all the tine.

LANE
Bef ore you quit cheerl eadi ng.

HARRY
Ok this is good naybe there's
sonet hing here. D d sonethi ng happen
at a gane or practice? sonething out
of the ordinary?

ALl YAH
If you' re asking if | ever saw a wacko
in the stands hol ding up a sign that
sign that said death to teenagers or
sonet hi ng t hen no.

LANE
Actual | y.

CURTI S
What schol arship boy spit it out?

LANE
Don't call ne that?

CURTI S
VWhat it's all you've tal ked about for
nmont hs and now suddenly you're the one
who doesn't want to hear about it?

LANE
| lost the scholarship alright. That
was ny |last chance to go to coll ege
and now ny whole life is fucked.

ALl YAH
Wait last chance to go to coll ege?
Isn"t your dad |like nmega rich?
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LANE

31.

He cut nme off, won't give ne a dine to

go to college. Sonme bullshit about
being a self nmade nman |i ke he was.

Lane opens and cl oses his hands as he speaks,
Anyt hing to channel the anger he is feeling.

LANE ( CONT' D)
| think it's pretty common know edge
that ny grades aren't getting ne
anywhere at this point. So |I put
everything into inpressing the
schol arshi p scouts and fucked it up.

maki ng fists.

After high school ny life's basically

over.

The group | ooks at himunsure what to say.

LANE
That's what the better off dead thin
earlier was about. | was probably

being a little dramati c.

CURTI S
It's cool man we all say stupid stuf
when we're stressed.

ALl YAH
Lane i'mso sorry | had no idea al
t hat was goi ng on

LANE

Maybe if you'd been around nore.
ALI YAH

Look Lane |
HARRY

(interrupting)

g

f

of

| hate to be rude but you said you saw

somnet hi ng.

LANE
Oh yeah.

Lan takes a nonent to collect hinself, shakes his head a

little and begins to speak again.



LANE ( CONT' D)
| had been staying |late after practice
trying to do anything I could to get
t hat schol arship. One day after
everyone else left | set up sone
dumm es to throw to.

CURTI S

What couldn't throw to yoursel f?
PENNY

Curtis!
CURTI S

Ok probably uncalled for. Please
finish Lane.

LANE
| was sure | was the only person there
but after a while it felt |ike sonmeone
was wat ching ne. | | ooked over and saw
a pair of eyes |ooking at me through
the gaps in the bl eachers. | went over
there to see who it was but by the
time | got there they were gone.

HARRY
Did you ever tell anyone about this?

LANE
Didn't think I needed to. | figured |
was j ust exhausted because | was
practicing like five hours a day.
Hadn't thought about it again till
now.

CURTI S
Al right cool Lane and Aliyah know each
and Lank thinks he saw soneone
wat ching himat football practice al
of this tells us what exactly?

PENNY
Cut it out Curtis he's just trying to
hel p. You could try doing the sane
thing instead of constantly
ant agoni zi ng peopl e.
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CURTI S
Ant agoni zi ng people? Isn't that what
you do literally all of the time. You
go around to all these different
l[ittle clubs and activities and bark
orders at people. You probably don't
gi ve a second thought to your
"constituency”

Curtis does air quotes as he says constituency.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
do you?

Penny | ooks hurt.

AL| YAH
You don't have to take that from him
| think you' re a great student body

presi dent .

PENNY
No, He's right.

CURTI S
| anf

PENNY

| don't care about any of those things
really. Student Government, French
cl ub, Gardening club...

CURTI S
(interrupting)
We have a gardening cl ub?

ALI YAH
Shut up Curtis.

CURTI S
(nuttering)
Every time | have sonething to say
it's always shut up Curtis.

ALl YAH
Penny?



PENNY
right, the only reason | do any of
those things is because | needed
somewhere to go after school

HARRY
VWhat ?

PENNY

My dad di ed when | was young. My nom

basically works 24 hours a day and

got tired of being alone all the tine

so | just joined every club | could
find.

Tears begin to well up in Penny's eyes.

CURTI S
| didn't mean to

ALl YAH
Just give her a mnute.

LANE
Can we get back to the task at hand

There nust be sonething that connects
us all of us and sonmeone watching ne

at football practice doesn't really
fit the bill.

ALl YAH

Wuld it explain nore if you weren't

the only one being wat ched?

CURTI S
Care to el aborate on that statenent

Aliyah rolls up her long sleeves. To reveal
al ong her arns.

PENNY
Oh. god.

ALI YAH
This is why | quit cheerleading. |
couldn't hide the marks anynore.

She pauses finding the strength to conti nue.

?

cut marks al
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ALI YAH
Soneti mes when everything gets | don't
know too nuch | go into the bathroom
and | do THI S.

She points to the marks on her arm

ALI YAH
| usually don't even check if anyone's
around. | think I was kind of hoping

soneone woul d catch ne eventually.

PENNY
Aliyah yo don't have to

ALl YAH
Look if it helps us get out of here
I"'mfine. So one day | pulled out a
razor and started to cut ny arm but
felt |ike sonmeone was staring at ne.

HARRY
|"'mstarting to sense a pattern
form ng.

ALI YAH
| got scared and coul dn't keep going
so | ran out of the bathroom

PENNY
Now t hat you nention it. | stayed late
after | ast weeks student counci
nmeeting. | was trying to get sone
stuff ready for winter formal.

CURTI S
Isn't winter formal still |ike nonths
away?

PENNY

| like to be prepared ok.

LANE
s this really what we shoul d be
di scussing right now?!

ALl YAH
Pl ease finish your story Penny.
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PENNY
It was really | ate everyone had
already left but | started to feel
i ke soneone was wat ching nme. |
thought it mght be a janitor or
sonmet hi ng but when | got up to | ook
around | couldn't find anyone.

CURTI S
Ah shit, | think the same thing
happened to ne. | was trying to set up

one of my big pranks a few nonths back
when |ike you said | could tel
sonmeone was wat ching ne.

LANE
Kind of a given at this point.

CURTI S
| figured it was the principal or a
teacher staying her late or sonething.
| di pped pretty quick I wasn't
interested in getting caught. A few
nore pranks and they'll probably get
fed up an' just throw nme out of there.

ALl YAH
Then why don't you just stop?

CURTI S
I f you knew Adam Sandl er in high
school woul d you ask himto stop
refining his craft.

LANE
Yeah your goin to be the next Adam
Sandl er. That explains everything. You
really expect us to buy this?

CURTI S
Hey man everybody starts sonewhere.

Everyone | ooks at Curtis they obviously aren't buying his
shit.

Curtis takes a deep breath before continuing.
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Everyone

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Alright...Alright If I'm being honest
with nysel f maybe, possible | just
wanted a little attention. Things
aren't great at hone right now or ever
actual ly.

LANE
Conme on don't do that.

CURTI S
Do what exactly?

LANE
Look the rest of us have all spilled
their big enotional secrets. Don't
hol d out on us now.

CURTI S
My sister she's been sick, for years
now. | get why but it kind of
nonopol i zes ny parents tine. At sone
level | guess | figured if | started
getting into trouble they m ght notice
t hat .

LANE
Typi ca

CURTI S
Yep I'"'ma wal king cliche just |ike
every high schooler. You want ne to
tell you the story or not?

gives a nod of approval

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Didn't really work. So | just turned
nmyself into a bigger and bi gger dunb
ass but that's not really the point of
all thisisit.

ALl YAH
What's the point then?
CURTI S
Look, | appreciate the free therapy

session but we only have until norning
to figure out what this asshole wants
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so maybe we should quit it with al
this enotional connection garbage and
figure out why we're here.

LANE
It's teambuilding if we want to get
out of here we have to trust each
ot her.

HARRY
So soneone's wat ching us. Probably has
been for a while. Wy?

PENNY
| don't knowit's kind of hard to tel
when ot her than Aliyah and Lane none
of us really know each other. W don't
see each other outside of school. Not
a lot of points of connection there.

Penny gives a soft shrug of her shoul ders.

ALl YAH
That's real helpful it's Iike you want
us to die.

Al i yah pauses

Everyone

ALI YAH ( CONT' D)
Sorry, Pretty stressful situation

HARRY
Maybe we're going about this the wong
way. So we can't figure out why us.
What about his other question? Who am
| ? Maybe we can figure out who this
guy is and then work backwar ds.

CURTI S
How do you suppose we do that?

ponders this for a nonent.

PENNY
There was sonething wong with his
hands.

ALl YAH
Huh?
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PENNY
Wien | was watching himwite that
note | realized that his hands were
di sfi gur ed.

LANE
Those were bandages that were all over
himweren't they?

HARRY
Yeah. Yeah.

CURTI S
So the dude is fucked up, like big
time. Unless soneone wants to confess
runni ng over someone with their car
| ast summer | don't think that hel ps
us too nuch. It's not |ike have access
to nedical records in a high schoo
library.

PENNY
Look there has to be sonething. This
guy has us in here for a reason. He
set this whole thing up and wants us
to answer these questions so
everything we need has to be in here,
somehow.

ALI YAH
What if it's not? What if he's just
sonme wack job who is enjoying the fact
that we're all in here scared out of
our m nds and he doesn't care who we
ar e.

LANE
Well then we're pretty much al ready
dead.

CURTI S
Loving the optimsm

ALl YAH
| " mjust saying maybe the focus should
be on finding a way out of here.
Instead of this weird group therapy
session we've been having for |ike
t hree hours now.
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CURTI S
Maybe she's right. What's the harmin
t aki ng anot her | ook around?

LANE
| already told you that I checked
every single door in and out of here.
we're trapped. In case you mssed the
meno they tend to nake school s and
cl assroons pretty hard to get in and
out of these days.

CURTI S
Look all I"msaying is that it's
possi bl e you m ssed sonet hing. Like an
air duct or sonething maybe | don't
know.

LANE
Fine you want to see if there's a way
out. Let's see if there's a way out.

Lane gets up and goes around the library violently bangi ng on
doors in w ndows.

LANE
You think one of ems just going to
magi cal |y open the big dunb jock can't
even open a door.

Lane finds a window and starts to slap it really hard
repeat edl y.

LANE ( CONT' D)
You think if I hit it enough it'll
break and we can just get out of here.

The i ntercom system ki cks on and we hear the voice of the
nmystery man for the first tinme.

KILLER (O S)
|'"d stop doing that if | were you

The kids junmp. Lane backs slowly away fromthe door.

KILLER (O S)
This isn't sonmething you can get out
of. If you try again one of you dies.
You have 10 hours left.
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CURTI S
So it looks like getting out of here
is officially off the table

LANE
You t hi nk dunbass?

Lane starts noving toward Curtis.

ALl YAH
Lay off lane, he didn't know.

Lane creeps closer to Curtis getting closer with every step.

LANE
No I"mnot going to lay off. Kid
thinks I"'ma noron. Can't get into
col | ege.

Lane stands over Curtis.

LANE ( CONT' D)
Can't tell if a door's unl ocked.

Lane clutches a fist.

LANE ( CONT' D)
Can't
Curtis raises up his hands.
CURTI S

(interrupting)
Look man | don't want to cause any

problens. | was just trying to help.
l"'m..l"msorry
PENNY

We know Curti s.
Penny | ooks over to Lane

PENNY
Ri ght Lane?

LANE
You expect ne to believe that. Mouthy
bastard has done not hing but nmake fun
of people and tell stupid jokes the
whol e tinme.



Everyone

CURTI S
Don't hulk out dude |I'msorry
seriously. | just want out of here

i ke everyone el se.

ALI YAH
See he's sorry now can you al so
apol ogi ze to Curtis and we can nove
the hell on.

LANE

Fi ne, sorry or whatever.
CURTI S

That sounded real sincere.
PENNY

Curtis!
CURTI S

| meant what | said.

ALl YAH
Real | y dude?

LANE
Look it's fine we both said our piece
lets just focus can we do that?

nods and sits back down.

CURTI S
This dude certainly has a bone to pick
"1l give himthat

HARRY
Wi ch brings us right back to why us?

ALl YAH
Anyone have any skeletons hiding in
the cl oset they haven't confessed yet?

PENNY
Harry?

HARRY
Yeah?
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PENNY
Well it just occurs to ne that we've
all shared a fair bit about ourselves
at this point but not you.

ALI YAH
Yeah Harry you' ve been very sparse
with the personal details. In fact
don't think I even know your | ast

nane.
CURTI S

Got anything you want to tell us pal?
HARRY

Umm not anyt hi ng useful .
ALI YAH

Maybe we should be the judge of that?
LANE

She's got a point man. | don't want to

make you have another panic attack but
we need all cards on the table.

HARRY
Fine. My nane, ny full nanme | guess.
| s Harrison Kord.

PENNY
Why does that nanme sound famliar?
ALl YAH
Wait you're the District Attorneys
son?
HARRY
Uh yes.
CURTI S

And you didn't think that m ght be
useful information? This could just be
sonmeone trying to get revenge on your
dad?

HARRY
| really wouldn't know. | don't talk
to my dad nuch and never about his
work. Plus if they just wanted to get



back at nmy dad why do this to the rest
of you?

CURTI S
He's right.

Curtis lets out a sigh.

CURTI S
Wul d have been an easy sol ution
t hough.

PENNY

Wiy don't you talk to your dad nuch?

HARRY
|'d really rather

LANE
Al'l cards on the table Harry.

HARRY
My nomdied in child birth. | don't
think he ever really got over that.
Sonme days | think he totally hates ne
for it.

ALl YAH
|"' m sure your dad doesn't

HARRY ( CONT' D)
You don't know ny dad. | work really
hard to try and inpress him al ways
have. Straight A's joining the debate
teamtrying out for sports nothing
ever seens to make him care.

PENNY
Harry |'m so.

HARRY
It's alright | prom se.

LANE
Got any nore for us?

HARRY
Sure, Sure

Harry takes a breath.



HARRY
My aunt canme to live with us after ny
nmom di ed and she basically raised ne.
My dad can have a bit of a tenper
t hough and when | was 12 she finally
got sick of it and left. I've
basi cally been on ny own ever since.

ALl YAH
Do you ever even really see your dad
or?

HARRY
Not nuch. Too busy working. He pays
for anything | need and signs stuff if
| need himto but | haven't had a real
conversation with himin years.

CURTI S
Pretty heavy origin story man. |I'm
sorry.

ALl YAH

Do you have anyone Harry? Any friends
or.

HARRY
Uhh no. Not really. Not until now.

CURTI S
Kid if we get out of here i'mtaking
you everywhere |'m your new best
friend. | could uh use the conpany.

PENNY
Me too Harry.

ALI YAH
|"d way rather hang out with you than
the girls fromthe cheer squad.

LANE
| could use a friend who actually
knows his way around the school .

HARRY
Thanks guys but finally having friends
won't nmean nuch if I'mnot alive to
enjoy it. So let's try and figure this
out .
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| NT. SECURITY OFFI CE - N GHT

The killer |looks at the kids through a security canera
nmonitor. M. Berner can be seen in the corner of the room
awake but paral yzed by fear.

The killer clenches a fist and hits an i ntercom button.

| NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT

KILLER (O. S)
Do you want to die? You don't have a
ot of tinme. | wouldn't spend it on

this stupid little | ove fest.
Lane shouts.
LANE
It's not |like you gave us a lot to go
on you son of a bitch. If you want us

to figure this out naybe you should
give us a little fucking information.

The intercom goes dead.

I NT. SECURITY OFFI CE - N GHT (LATER)

The killer lifts his hand off the i ntercom button and
uncl enches his fist.

MR, BERNER
You're a nonster.

Kl LLER
| know.

MR, BERNER

Wiy are you doing this?

KI LLER
Just sonething | have to do.

MR. BERNER
| just don't see why you would want to
hurt these kids sone of them may be a
little troubled but they're good kids.



Kl LLER
| know t hat too.

MR BERNER
Then why?

Kl LLER
Because they need to know.

The killer turns back toward the nonitor.

KI LLER
(to hinself)
t hey need to know.

| NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT
In the library only nonents have passed.

PENNY
| s shouting at the psychopath really
our best course of action?

LANE
Better than anything else. | nmean it's
nice that we all understand each ot her
alittle better now but it's not
really hel ping us get out of here and
we're on a clock here.

CURTI S
Look | hate to be judgnental but one
of you must have done sonething to
this guy.

ALl YAH
Wiy does it have to be one of us?
Maybe you hurt sonebody with one of
your stupid pranks?

CURTI S
Fi ne, one of US nust have done
something to this guy. You happy?

ALl YAH
Not really.



CURTI S
Look, do | cross the |line occasionally
maybe but | really think I'd renmenber
if I'd done anything that could turn
sonmeone i nto THAT.

PENNY
VWhat ki nd of accident even | eaves
soneone |ike that?

CURTI S
Maybe he fell into a vat of acid at
the old ace chem cals plant?

LANE
VWhat ?

ALI YAH
It's the Joker's back story. Real
funny. Now can you cut it out with the
j okes and references for five mnutes.

CURTI S
Alight five mnutes, but after that no
prom ses | have to cope with this
bull shit situation sonehow. | was kind
of being half serious though.

PENNY
How so?

CURTI S

Chem cal burns, the worlds worst car
crash and being roasted like a
mar shrmal | ow are about the only things
| can think of that would | eave
sonebody covered in bandages head to
toe like that. Well short of
mumm fication but that's probably not
rel evant.

(beat)
Be cool if it was though.

PENNY
That's not a very long list and this
is a pretty small town. | feel |ike we

woul d have heard if sonething |ike
t hat had happened around here.
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ALI YAH
Even if it happened before we were
born people would probably still be

tal king about it. Not ruch to do
around here except drink and gossip.

HARRY
That's probably true.

LANE
Unl ess soneone covered it up.

CURTI S
Al right someone tried to kill this guy
and covered it up. Wiy is he taking
his revenge on a bunch of teenagers?

ALI YAH
Wiy not teenagers?

CURTI S
| nmean | could be wong but |I don't
think any of us really has the neans
to pull off that kind of a cover up.
You' d need |i ke noney and connections
and stuff. Stuff teenagers don't have.

ALl YAH
You're right it doesn't really nake
sense.

HARRY
Only needs to nake sense to him

PENNY
Why woul d soneone do it?

LANE
Look I think we've established that
revenge i s probably the notive here.
don't think noving backwards is going
to hel p us.

PENNY
No you idiot. I nmean what did he do to
then? | don't think you go after
soneone |i ke that unless they' ve done
sonething really really bad.
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LANE
| hadn't really thought about it but
yeah this guy nmust have done sonething
to bring this on hinself.

Penny gets disoriented.

PENNY
VWow!

LANE
Penny are you ok?

PENNY
| need to

LANE

Penny, Penny!

Penny falls to the ground out of her chair and begi ns having
a seizure

LANE
Shit what do we do?

CURTI S
CGet everything away from her qui ck.

The group junps into action pushing tables and chairs out of
the way. Penny spasns on the floor violently and saliva | eaks
out of her nouth. Eventually her body cal n8 down. She is
still wunconsci ous.

| NT. SECURI TY OFFI CE - NI GHT (LATER)
The killer and M. Berner watch the nonitor.

MR. BERNER
She needs nedical attention

KI LLER
They aren't done yet.

MR. BERNER
| don't understand how a man coul d be
so heartl ess.



KI LLER
It was just a seizure she's had them
for years she'll be fine.

MR. BERNER
How on earth could you?

KI LLER
Shut up!

MR. BERNER
You know them don't you? Personally?

KI LLER
Used to, long tine ago.

MR. BERNER
Used to?

MR. Berner's eyes go wide as he cones to a realization

I NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT (LATER)

LANE
| s she going to be ok?
CURTI S
For now | think she will be. She

shoul d wake up soon. ldeally we woul d
remove her fromthe stressfu
situation and | et her get sone rest
but that's not really an option right
now.

HARRY
There's nothing we can do?

CURTI S
Nope. Situation is the sanme as it's
al ways been we need to figure out the
answers to the world' s nost fucked up
trivia game.

Penny starts slowy sitting up. Aliyah sits next to her
gui di ng her up
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PENNY
Actually there's one thing you can do
for me. There's medication in ny bag.
In the front pocket would you get it
for ne.

Harry junps up eager at the opportunity to feel useful in
this situation.

ALl YAH
You really seened |ike you knew what
you were tal king about there. Have
much experience with seizures?

CURTI S
My sister | told you she's been sick
right. She has a brain tunor. Every
once in a while he has a seizure
because of it so | |earned how to deal
with them As best | could at |east
they aren't something you can do nuch
for.

Harry gives Penny the nedication and a bottle of water. She
sits up to take it.

HARRY
How | ong have you been havi ng Sei zures
Penny?

PENNY
| don't remenber really. | used to

have thema lot when | was really
young but | don't have them nuch
anynore but with everything going |
just forgot to take ny nedication.
That and the stress.

ALl YAH
You're sure you're good now t hough?

PENNY
Alittle disoriented but good enough.
| don't suppose you guys came up with
the magi ¢ answer while | was out?

CURTI S
No such luck sl eeping beauty.

Penny gives Curtis a soft smle.
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CURTI S
| think you're starting to Iike nme

PENNY
Don't push your luck. |If there's
nothing else I"'mready to get back to
wor k.

LANE
We can take a mnute if we need to

Penny stands up and becones slightly disoriented sitting back
down.

PENNY

Alright | guess taking a mnute isn't
the worl ds worst idea.

The group sits for a nonment.

PENNY
Tell us a joke Curtis.
CURTI S
Real | y?
PENNY

We need sonething to do while we take
our little break tell us a joke.

CURTI S
Alright, let's see

Curtis puts his hand on his head and rubs it.

CURTI S
|'ve got it.

ALl YAH
Here we go.

Aliyah rolls her eyes

CURTI S
Have just a little bit of faith ok. So
this guy is in bed with a girl.

PENNY
Not hi ng nasty Curtis.
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CURTI S
Ch cone on

Penny gives himthe sane gl are she gave Lane before.

CURTI S
Alright fine, fine just don't judge ne
if it's not that funny none of the
best jokes are cl ean.

Curtis cracks his neck and holds up his hands novi ng them
around as he tells the joke.

CURTI S
Yesterday a cenment m xer and a prison
bus crashed on the highway. Police are
advising citizens to |l ook out for a
group of hardened crim nals.

Curtis does Jazz hands.

CURTI S
Huh? Huh?

The group lets out sonme slight chuckles.

ALl YAH
It's not the worst thing |I've ever
heard | guess.

CURTI S
| count that as a w n.

PENNY
Vll with that out of the way.

Penny stands up confidently and starts arrangi ng the
furniture back into its original shape. Everyone is shocked
by her quick recovery.

PENNY
| s anyone going to help or am | going
to have to do this all nyself.

The group begins to help Penny the tables and chairs
eventual |y ending back in the original position.

CURTI S
Bef ore we get goi ng again. .

Everyone | ooks to Curtis.
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CURTI S ( CONT' D)
| don't suppose anybody has any food.

PENNY
Sorry no.

ALI YAH
Wiy woul d | have food?

LANE
If | had it | would have already eaten
it.

HARRY
Unhh | al so have to say no.
CURTI S
Great now | just have to wait and see

what kills nme first hunger or bandage
head out there.

ALl YAH
bandage head?

CURTI S
Yeah sure bandage head. W've got to
call him sonmething right.

LANE
How about asshol e?

ALI YAH
O psycho?

HARRY
I'"'mfine with Bandage head.

CURTI S
Why thank you Harry. | feel so
supported right now.

PENNY
| don't think the made up nane for the
man trying to kill us really matters.
CURTI S

When they want to nake a novi e about
our experiences here tonight you're
going to regret giving up your
creative input Penn.
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PENNY
Not ed, now pl ease can we try and focus
on sonething a little nore productive.

LANE
We've been in here for hours guys and
we' ve |l earned all of nothing.

ALl YAH
You're not wong but we tried to get
out that didn't work, we have no cel
phones not that the service ever works
very well in this god forsaken
shithol e and we have no weapons to try
and fight this guy off even if we
want ed to.

CURTI S
That's a pretty bl eak image you' ve
pai nted friend.

HARRY
Yeah | wouldn't mnd if we at | east
pretended to be optimstic.

ALI YAH
What exactly do we have to be
optim stic about?

LANE
|"msorry Harry but she's right it's
getting a little hard to pretend that
there's a scenari o where we get out of
this.

CURTI S
Yeah |'m starting to run out of
confidence nys.. ..

Curtis' words trail off as he | ooks around his head stopping
at the front table.

ALl YAH
Curtis, earth to Curtis.

Aliyah waves a hand in front of him

ALI YAH
| think we've |l ost him
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Curtis stands up saying nothing walks to the front table and
pi cks up the water gun

CURTI S
cQuys.

Curtis turns around to face the group and hol ds up the gun.

CURTI S
| have an i dea.

PENNY
Absol utely not.

LANE
You can't possibly think that would
really work.

ALI YAH
| know | said we needed to do
sonmething but I didn't nean this.

HARRY
Yeah | wanted us to be optim stic not
dunb.

LANE

You're going to get us killed.

CURTI S
Come on just hear ne out on this. It
| ooks real enough that you guys were
fooled right?

PENNY
Yeah but. ..

CURTI S
And he wasn't here to see that it
isn't real.

HARRY
| nmean probably not but is it really
worth the risk.

LANE
Maybe he's right.
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ALI YAH
Ch cone on you can't possibly be
supporting this?

LANE
|f we bang on the door like we're
trying to get out he'll probably cone

down here. He practically said as
much. When he wal ks in Curtis holds
himup with the gun when he's
distracted I'lIl tackle him

HARRY
| guess it's not the worst plan |'ve
ever heard.

PENNY
| still don't support it but if the
rest of the group think it's the best
way to go then I won't stop you.

CURTI S
Should we put it to a vote then?

Curtis, Lane, Harry all raise their hands, followed a few
seconds later by Aliyah.

PENNY
Are we really sure about this?

Everyone tries to | ook confident poorly hiding how nervous
they really are.

PENNY

Ok then let's try it | guess.
CURTI S

Alright 1'll stand over here.

Curtis get into position about 10 feet away fromthe door.

LANE
['I]l come in over here fromthe |eft.

Lane stands up and gets to his spot.
CURTI S

We just need soneone to get himto
conme in here.
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HARRY
| can do it.

PENNY
You don't have to do it Harry nme or
Al'i yah can.

HARRY
It's alright I want to. Now that |
have friends I want to be there for
t hem when t hey need ne.

Penny gives hima little hug and her and Aliyah nove out of
t he way.

CURTI S
You're a good kid Harr sorry | didn't
really take the tine to notice your
exi stence until now.

HARRY
Thank you | think?

Curtis nods.

Harry goes to the main door to the |ibrary and begins to bang
on it. Smacking the wi ndow and pushing the |latch on the door.
Eventually the killer appears at the door and begins to

unl ock it

HARRY
He's com ng guys.
CURTI S
Alright get out of there. W' ve got

t hi s.

Lane and Curtis | ook at each other and give a quick nod. The
killer opens the door and enters the room Curtis brandi shes
t he weapon at him his arns unsteady, his nerves show ng.

CURTI S
Stop! Just let us out of here and I
won't have to use this.
The killer wal ks forward.

CURTI S
| mean it.

The killer continues.
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CURTI S
| really don't want to have to do this
man.

Curtis begins to |l ose his confidence and Lane | ooks around
the room qui ckly. Aliyah, Harry, and Penny are all conpletely
terrified. Lane rushes towards the killer.

ALI YAH
Lane don't

Lane grabs the killer attenpting to westle himto the floor.
The killer grabs Lane and shoves himforward Lane falls
toward the ground trying to brace the fall with his arns. One
arm breaks as he hits the ground. Curtis stands shaking the
gun falls to the fl oor.

Kl LLER
l"'msorry | didn't nean to..

The killer scans the room and sees the | ooks of five
terrified teenagers. He | ooks toward Lane's arm

CLCSE UP
We see Lane's broken arm

KI LLER
" msorry

The killer rushes out of the room

I NT. SECURITY OFFI CE - N GHT

The killer opens the doors to the security office. Upon
entering he sees that M. Berner has di sappeared.

KI LLER
Shit.

He gl ances over the security canmeras until he finds one that
shows M. Berner. The Killer |eaves the security room

| NT. OFFICE - NI GHT

A frantic M. Berner picks up a phone and begins to dial 911

hi s hands shaking with every press of the keypad. The phone
rings.
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911 OPERATOR
911 What is is your emergency?

MR. BERNER

We're being held hostage at the high
school! It's Fr...

The |ine goes dead. M. Berner mashes the hook sw tch several
times trying to get the phone to reconnect.

Kl LLER
| can't let you do that.

M. Berner spins around the phone still in his head to see
the killer holding a torn phone |ine. He drops the phone and
it hits the ground.

MR, BERNER
pl ease don't do this.

The killer wal ks toward M. Berner

Kl LLER
Don't run. It'll be better that way.

M. Berner stands trenbling, unable to speak.

Kl LLER
Nobody has to get hurt.

M. Berner summons all of his courage and runs off. The
killer taking off after him

M. Berner runs out of the office and toward the front door.
He pushes and pushes the door not budgi ng. He gl ances out the
wi ndow and sees the door bl ocked fromthe outside.

He turns around the killer already behind him T

Kl LLER
It didn't have to be |like this.

he killer strikes himacross the face, knocking hi mout.

| NT. LI BRARY - LATER

The group all rushes over to Lane.
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CURTI S
|"msorry. | just | froze.

Lane speaks through pai ned breaths.

LANE
He called our bluff. Nothing you could
have done.

HARRY

We need to do sonething right we can't
just leave you like this.

PENNY
| don't think the bone broke through
the skin we could probably see that
t hrough his jacket.

CURTI S
| s that good?

PENNY
Uh yes. It neans it's not the nost
serious break in the world. He'l
probably be ok if he gets to the
hospital sooner rather than |l ater.

ALI YAH
VWhat can we do in the neanti ne?

PENNY
We need to cut the sleeve off his
j acket and | ook around find sonethi ng
to make a nakeshift sling.

LANE
Not ny letter jacket.

PENNY
You can get a new one. W need to get
this off you. Harry can you go find ne
sonmething to cut this wth. Mybe in
the |ibrarians desk?

HARRY
O course.

PENNY
Aliyah | need your sweater.

Al i yah hol ds one hand over her forearm where her scars are.
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ALl YAH
Are you sure?

PENNY
Yes.

Al'iyah renoves the sweater she has been wearing the whole
time revealing her many scars.

ALl YAH
Her e.

Penny | ooks at her arns shocked seeing the full extent of the
scars on her, extending all the way up the length of her arm
Aliyah has her armstretched out trying to hand over the
sweat er. She shakes it.

PENNY
Ri ght, sorry.

Harry returns with scissors.
PENNY
Great. Now this mght hurt but we
really need to get this off.
Lane nods.
Penny cuts through the jacket and Lane wi nces. The sl eeve

eventually falls off and she waps the sweater around him
into a makeshift sling.

PENNY
Ther e.

LANE
Thanks.

CURTI S

How you doin'?

LANE
Pretty shitty. Even if we make it out
of here | won't be playing any nore
football this season

CURTI S
Look at it this way you'll have tons
of time to hang out with your new best
friend Curtis.
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He holds out his hand for a fist bunp.

LANE
| don't think we're there yet.

CURTI S
Alright it's cool

Curtis stands up.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Well that particular crisis is pretty
much sol ved. What now?

LANE
Sonmeone want to help me up naybe?

Aliyah stands up and then holds out an armslowy pulling
Lane up.

LANE
Thanks. Back to the table?

Everyone wal ks back to their seats.

CURTI S
| think that little change of scenery
did us sonme good.

No one responds.

CURTI S
Sorry. Just trying to lighten the
nood.

I NT. SECURI TY OFFI CE - NI GHT (LATER)

The killer ties M. Berners arns and | egs preventi ng anot her
escape.

Kl LLER
You shouldn't have tried to run

The killer finishes the knot and | eans back
KI LLER

|"msorry that this is how things have
turned out. | didn't want to have to



hurt anyone if | didn't have to but |
had no choi ce.

MR. BERNER
We al ways have choi ces. You coul d stop
this right now and we could all go
honme. Everyone still thinks you're
dead or gone. I'mfrankly surprised
you'd risk com ng back here after what
happened.

KI LLER
It was a risk | had to take. They have
to pay for what they did to ne.

The killer places a gag on M. Berner.

I NT. LIBRARY - N GHT (LATER)

PENNY
How much tine do we have left?

Harry | ooks over at the clock.

HARRY
About three hours.

ALl YAH
G eat.

CURTI S
| guess tinme flies when you're scared
shitl ess.

Penny chuckl es. Everyone | ooks at her.

PENNY

What that one was ki nda funny.
ALl YAH

Ri ght .
CURTI S

Hey, what was with the guy
apol ogi zi ng?

LANE
huh?



CURTI S
Bandage head, after he knocked you
down he said he was sorry.

LANE
He's nuts don't worry about it.
CURTI S
Just seens like a weird thing to say.
You know i f he's planning on killing
us anyway.
PENNY
| think Curtis has a...
LANE
Sorry or not the dude's a creep plus
he still killed M. Berner.
HARRY
D d he?
LANE

What do you nean of course he did |
saw it happen.

HARRY
You said you saw himattack M. Berner
what if that's all he did?

LANE
Either way he's still a wack job
hol di ng us hostage. now can we get
focused? |I'd prefer not sit like this
for longer than | have to.

CURTI S
That's fair. Wiere were we before the
shit hit the fan?

LANE
Before | got busted up or before
Penny's sei zure?

CURTI S
| don't know the |ast tine anyone said
anything renotely worth further
di scussi on.
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ALI YAH
Penny was aski ng why anyone woul d do
the kind of things that would turn
sonmeone i nto Bandage head.

CURTI S
See it's catching on!

Everyone | ooks at him

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Fine 1"l shut up.

Curtis folds his arns.

HARRY
You were right though Penny this guy
did sonething that got himin this
situation.

LANE
&k so?

HARRY
Wel |l how many tinmes has this town ever
had soneone do sonething |ike that?

CURTI S
Probably like 2. | nmean nothing ever
happens here.

PENNY
Even if they tried to cover it up
there's probably sonething out there
about it. I nean if it was that
serious there nust have been sone
record of it.

ALl YAH
| guess that nakes enough sense but
what do we do about it.

CURTI S
Doesn't the librarian keep a huge book
of old newspaper clippings fromthe
t own paper?

Everyone | ooks at Curtis again.



CURTI S
What ? You end up in after school
detention enough tines you start to
get pretty famliar with the library.

HARRY
How many Detentions have you had?

CURTI S
| lost track it some point.

LANE
Wel | where does she keep the book?

CURTI S
Unl ess a student needs it she keeps it
in her office.

ALl YAH
Well go get it then

CURTI S
Ch yeah sure.

Curtis hops out of his seat and wal ks off.

ALl YAH
That ki d.

LANE
Ri ght! \Were's the damm off button

HARRY
He can be a little over the top.

PENNY
| kinda like him

ALl YAH
You' re ki ddi ng ne.

PENNY
He's a little eccentric sure but it's
not so bad once you get used to him
plus you can't tell ne he's not kind
of cute?

68.
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ALl YAH
If you think insanity is cute then
sure.

| NT. LI BRARI ANS OFFI CE - NI GHT

Curtis rifles through files, papers, and books begging to get
aggr avat ed.

CURTI S
Where is that thing?

Curtis spins around scanning the room not seeing what he's
| ooki ng for.

CURTI S
If | was a big ass book of old
newspaper articles where would | be.

He bends down under the desk and sees a snmall safe

CURTI S
bi ngo!

He reaches into his pocket and pulls out a small sw tchbl ade
Iike lock picking kit.

CURTI S
| | ove you.

Curtis snmooches the |l ock pick and sets to work. Eventually
t he safe door pops open and Curtis pulls out a large red
t one.

CURTI S
You did it kid.
| NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT
Curtis shouts fromthe librarians office.

CURTIS (O S)
|"ve got it!

Curtis runs back into the roomcarrying a very large old
| ooki ng scrapbook.



Curtis drops the book on the table.

Aliyah sl

CURTI S
Speci al delivery!

ALI YAH
Were are we even supposed to start
this thing goes back decades.

CURTI S
Yeah Ms. Peterson told ne that she
wasn't even the one who started the
book . It's sonething she just kept
doing after the previous |ibrarian
| eft and who knows if she was even the
one who started it.

ow y | ooks through the pages.

ALI YAH
God we live in the nost boring town on
t he planet, these headlines are
ridi cul ous.

Aliyah shuts the book and pushes it away.

ALl YAH ( CONT' D)
It's all just reporting on town
council neetings and that stupid
harvest festival they have every year.
No way |'m going through all of these.

Harry takes the book.

HARRY
Well we should be able to cut it down
pretty easy. How old do we think
bandage head is?

CURTI S
Hard to tell since we can't you know
see his damm f ace.

LANE
Dude's strong, fit. Has to be like
late 40's at the | atest

70.
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CURTI S
So if we want only articles that could
be about himwe need to go back |ike
50 years if were being safe, from 2021
you have to subtract and then.

ALI YAH

Don't hurt yourself Curtis.
PENNY

1968.
HARRY

Al right see this goes back to the late
40's so we can skip like 20 years and

this guy probably wasn't doing

anyt hing too bad when he was a baby so
we can cut at |east another ten years.

LANE
Alright so we start with 78. Split up
the work take the pages out and give
everyone a stack. If anything stands
out say so.

CURTI S
W finally have a real plan. Go team

The group does not share his enthusiasm

CURTI S
What now you all are judging ne for
having a little teamspirit?

None of the expressions change.

CURTI S
VWhatever let's get this show on the
road.

Harry starts taking pages out of the massive binder and
handi ng them out to everyone.

PENNY
Don't let anything slip through the
cracks, if it seenms inportant at al
everyone shoul d probably know about
it.

The kids all nod and begin to shuffle through the pages.
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| NT. LIBRARY - LATER

The ki ds have been | ooking for sonme time shown by the pages
spread out all over the table.

CURTI S
Don't suppose anyone has found the
gol den ticket yet?

ALl YAH
Unless this dude is really pissed off
about zoning laws or |osing at Bingo
t han no.

LANE
Maybe this is pointless. W don't have
alot of tinme left. Maybe we're
wasting it.

PENNY
Yeah you'd think in a few hundred
articles something would stand out but
not hi ng.

HARRY
We have to keep going we're on the
right track | can feel it.

ALl YAH
Harry you got to be realistic.

HARRY
| don't have to do anything except try
to get out of here. | thought that was

the whole point of all this.

ALI YAH
|"mjust trying to say.

CURTI S
She's trying to say we only have a
coupl e hours left and

HARRY
What so we quit?

ALl YAH
W're not trying to say that just
maybe just maybe it's time to try
sonet hi ng el se.



LANE
What el se? You know it's |ike being
down 3 touchdowns in the fourth you
coul d make up the difference but
everyone's so beat down it's probably
not goi ng to happen.

CURTI S
Hey | was just suggesting we re
eval uate. Not quit conpletely. | don't
want Bandage head to turn nme into a
damm shi sh kabab

LANE
What's to say he won't anyway. Sure he
has a goal something he wants us to
figure out but if that's really what's
inportant to himwhy do all this in
the first place. Wiy not just tell us
what he wants us to know so badly.

HARRY
Guys cone on we can't do this.

Argunent breaks out anongst the group. Everyone shouting,
save Penny who the group failed to notice went back to work
sonme tinme ago.

PENNY
GQuys.

The shouting conti nues.

PENNY
cGuys!

No change.

PENNY
W11l everyone shut up

The group | ooks over to Penny.

CURTI S
Jeez, you're scary when you want to
be.

73.
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PENNY
Well | found sonething and | needed
you all to actually pay attention

HARRY
What did you find?

PENNY
It's a headline fromwhen we are al
little kids. Local Pre-School receives
grant for new pl ayground.

CURTI S
And if we get out of here we can go on
the swi ngs together but right not I'm
not seeing the point.

PENNY
Look at the picture you idiot and the
caption under

Penny slides the clipping into the mddle of the table.
Everyone | eans forward to see it.

I NSERT PI CTURE

The picture is of the pre school class. The caption under it
lists all the kids nanes.

LANE

We're all in this picture.
PENNY

Yeah!
ALl YAH

How i s that possible I thought none of
us went to school together until high
school

HARRY
So did |I.

LANE
| don't remenber any of this.

CURTI S
| renmenber a little not any of you
guys but this kid.

Curtis points to one of the kids in the picture.
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CURTI S
Charlie looms. He was ny best friend
grew up right across fromne. He died
when we were really young though.

HARRY
"' msorry.
CURTI S
Thank's it's alright. | hadn't even

t hought about himin a long tine.

PENNY
How d he die?

CURTI S
You know | don't actually renmenber. My
parents were always really quiet about
it.

Curtis shakes his head side to side puzzled by his own story.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
VWhenever | brought it up over the next
coupl e years they al ways seened really
cagey, but I was a kid nmaybe they just
didn't want ne worryi ng about death
t oo much.

Curtis takes a nonent.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
None of the rest of you remenber hinf?

ALl YAH
No.
LANE
Not ne.
PENNY
Me neither.
HARRY
Really | don't remenber a single one
of these kids. | didn't even know
went to pre school. | thought | stayed

home with ny aunt.
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LANE

Do you renenber anything else Curtis?
CURTI S

No just Charlie. | don't even renenber

going to school with himthough. |
t hought he was just the kid from
across the street.

LANE
Wiy do none of us renenber this?

ALl YAH
| mean we were really young.

LANE
Yeah but doesn't this feel suspicious
to anybody el se?

PENNY
It doesn't feel right for sure.

HARRY
Maybe we should focus on articles from
around then. Sonethings got to turn

up.
The group nods.

HARRY ( CONT' D)
Penny you have all of those right.

PENNY
Yeah, Yeah.

Everyone scoots the papers they have been | ooking at to the
side as Penny distributes her stack anongst the group and
they start back to work. Quickly sonmething is found.

HARRY
| have sonet hi ng guys.
CURTI S
What do ya' got?
HARRY
Unh Body of 5 year old found... It's

about your friend Charlie it says he
was nur dedr ed.
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CURTI S
G ve ne that.

Curtis rips the paper out of Harry's hands and begins to read
al oud.

CURTI S ( CONT' D)
Police found the body of Charlie
Loom s today... this is the third body
found in recent weeks in a series of
child nurders that police have now
stated that they believe to be
connect ed.

LANE
VWhat that can't be true. Let ne see
t hat .

Curtis hands the paper to Lane.

LANE ( CONT' D)
No | don't believe it.

Lane throws the paper down on the table.

LANE ( CONT' D)
No way there was sone serial killer in

our town killing kids. That woul d be
i ke the biggest news in the world
even now.

ALl YAH

| think it is real guys |I found
anot her one. Headline says brutal

string of child killings continue.
PENNY

What does the rest of the article say?
ALl YAH

Uh... ok here we go. Public outrage is

beginning to spread as a fifth child
was found nmurdered this week. Police
still have no nmjor suspects.

CURTI S
and | thought this town was boring.



LANE
Seriously how have none of us heard
about this?

HARRY
| don't think anyone wanted us to.

CURTI S
Makes sense. Explains why ny parents
never wanted to tal k about Charlie.

LANE
Did they ever catch the guy?

Penny rifles through the stack until she finds one with a
headl i ne mat chi ng what they were | ooking for.

PENNY
Suspect arrested in connection with
child rmurders. Fred lverson janitor
and buil di ng support at Sunny-side
preschool was apprehended | ate Monday
ni ght. Upon I nvestigation police
di scovered he had been living in the
school s basenent .

CURTI S
What did you just say?

PENNY
The janitor it was the janitor.

ALl YAH
At the preschool we all went to but
none of us renenbers.

CURTI S
That's not spooky at all.

LANE
Pretty good reason for our parents to
never bring it up.

ALI YAH
Town probably wanted to bury the whol e
thing. Pretend it never happened.

CURTI S
What happened to the guy?
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LANE
What do you nmean?

CURTI S
Like did he go on trial, did he end up
in the loony bin, did they give him
the ol' electric razzle-dazzle or
what ?

PENNY
Unhh not exactly. Listen to this. Fred
| verson was rel eased today follow ng a
declared mstrial.

LANE
M strial ?! How do you drop charges on
a child nurderer?

PENNY
It says there was something wong with
the investigation. There's something
about your dad in here Harry.

HARRY
Read it. | think | need to hear this.

PENNY
"Prosecuting attorney Benjanm n Kord
call ed the event a conplete
m scarriage of justice and stated that
the investigation |l ed by detective...

CURTI S
What ? What does it say?!

Penny gul ps and begins to read fromthe paper again.

PENNY
Det ective Randall Cal dwell was
conpl etely above board.

ALI YAH
Wait... isn't Caldwell your |ast nane?

PENNY
Yes.
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ALI YAH
| hate to ask but would Detective
Randal | Cal dwel | be your dad?

PENNY
Agai n yes.

CURTI S
How did he die exactly Penny?

PENNY
He um he hung hinself one night.

LANE
Did he say why?

PENNY
Hi s note said sonething about not
being able to live with hinself
anynore. That the lies were eating him
up inside.

HARRY
Al right so Penny's dad and ny dad both
have pretty solid connections to this
Fred guy but what about everyone el se.

CURTI S
My parents loved Charlie | think they
wanted himto marry ny sister one day.

PENNY
Good enough for ne.

HARRY
What about you Aliyah?

ALI YAH
My parents run the | ocal paper. If you
want to nmake sure sonething didn't get
out inthis town that's who you'd talk
t 00.

CURTI S
Just | eaves Lane. Got any idea how
your folks m ght be wapped up in al
this?
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LANE
My dad owns | and all over the place.
Perfect for taking sonmeone out where
no one will find them

CURTI S
Heavy.

The kids take a nmonment feeling the inpact of the realization

LANE
So this guy kills a bunch of Kkids.
Penny's dad catches the son of a bitch
but he gets off on a technicality so
our parents go out and torch him and
cover it up. Now he's back and he's on
a revenge n ssion.

PENNY
| don't knowif that all fits.
LANE
We all just talked this out for hours.

What could be left to discuss. Qur
parents did what they had to but
because they didn't finish the job the
guy is back for revenge.

HARRY
Are you sure?

LANE
VWhat else could it be?

PENNY
Look | found another article about
anot her child nurder that took place
six nmonths after Fred lverson's trial.
The cops tried to pin it on himbut he
was gone. Conpletely vani shed off the
face of the earth

LANE
VWhat does this have to do with Fred?

PENNY
Sonebody had to have done this naybe
they did the rest of the murders too
and plus what Curtis said earlier
makes sense.



CURTI S
|t does?

PENNY
why woul d Fred apol ogi ze for breaking
your armif he was just going to kill
you in a few hours?

LANE
No |' m done playi ng Scooby Doo we
al ready know what happened.

HARRY
What happened to being a teanf?

Lane considers this but seens unfazed.

LANE
Soneti mes you have to meke the
decision that's best for the team
Even if they don't knowit.

Lane stands up and begins to shout.

LANE ( CONT' D)
You hear us you bastard! W sol ved
your nystery. What now?

ALl YAH
| don't think he can hear us Lane.

LANE
Al right then.

Lane gets up and starts poundi ng on the door.

LANE
You seeing this? W' re done we won
your gane.

CURTI S

You think that's really the best way
to handle this?

LANE
What we're done aren't we |'mjust
letting himknow.
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HARRY
We have an hour l|eft maybe we shoul d
talk this out make sure we have al
t he pi eces put together.

LANE
No! 1'"Mnot sitting here one second
| onger 1'mgetting out of here and
taki ng nmy happy ass to the hospital.

Lane begins to pound on the door again.
LANE
" mwaiting. Do you hear me you sick
son of a bitch?

I NT. SECURITY OFFI CE - N GHT

Bandage head sits by a nonitor watching the kids. He gl ances
at a clock on the wall.

Kl LLER
They're out of tine. One way or
another this wll all be over soon.
Once it's done I'Il let you go. Again

"' msorry

M. Berner tries to call out despite the gag.

| NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT

The killer approaches the wi ndow and begins to open the door.
He bursts in hammer in one hand a gun now in the other.

KI LLER
Time's up.

LANE
We know why you're doing this, FRED

FRED
Enl i ghten ne.

LANE
You're a child killing freak, you got
away with it and our parents torched
you for it and nowthis is sonme kind
of sick revenge.
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PENNY
Lane!

LANE
What that is what happened right?
right?

The killer strikes Lane across the head. He falls to the
ground and passes out.

I NT. HOUSE - NI GHT

BEN KORD a man in his late 40's wearing a high quality dark
blue suit and holding a briefcase enters his hone. He steps
on an envel ope that had been pushed through the mail slot.

BEN picks it up and turns it over it is Blank save his nane,
no address, no postage. He sets down his briefcase and hangs
the coat of his suit onto a hook near the door. He slips the
envel ope open and pulls out a crude | ooking note

CLCSE UP - NOTE

The note reads COVE TO THE PLACE YOQU LEFT My BODY | F YOU WANT
TO SEE YOUR SON AGAI N

Ben pulls out his phone and dials a nunber.

BEN KORD
Jane? Yeah it's Ben | need you to cal
the others. | think sonethings

happened.

EXT. FIELD - N GHT

The kids wake up tied to giant piles of wood, rem niscent of
the burnings at the Salem Wtch trials. M. Berner is bound
and gagged on the ground near them

The killer stands over them hol ding a can of gasoline pouring
it around the base of the wood structures.

ALl YAH
Wat are you doi ng?

FRED
Exactly what your parents did to ne.
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LANE
We pl ayed your gane and won. You said
you'd |l et us go.

FRED
Did you really? Did you ever consider
maybe | didn't do it? Maybe you're
entitled, rich parents fingered the

Wrong guy.
HARRY

Before tonight I'd say you nust be

wong the nmy dad's a good man. | don't

know that | can say that anynore.

LANE
Don't listen to himHarry our parents
are none of his damm busi ness.

FRED
| made it ny business. | spent years
recovering fromthat fire and when
finally did | found the people that
did this to ne and | started foll ow ng
them They haven't changed a bit.
Still rich and evil as ever. They do
what ever they want and use the little
guy as a scapegoat to get it.

LANE
Fi ne maybe our parents aren't the best
peopl e but what you did to those kids.
What choi ce did our parents have?

FRED
The ki ds? They were everything to ne |
never woul d have killed those kids,
never. If | ever found the nman who was
really responsible I...I

The killer breaks down tears soaking the bandages that cover
his face.

LANE
God, you really didn't do it.

CURTI S
Congrats on getting up to speed pal.
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FRED
O course | didn't doit. | loved you
kids. Going to work and seeing all of
you was the best thing in ny life.
Until the murders started.

The bandages begin to slip off fromthe tears revealing nore
of Fred's disfigured face.

FRED
One by one wat ching ny kids di sappear.
| couldn't take it anynore. | got a

little too close. Too overprotective.
| just made sonme m stakes but your
parents they thought.

BEN KORD
We didn't think anything we knew.

From t he darkness enmerge Harry's dad BEN, Penny's nother
JANE, both of Curtis' parents SHANE and ELENA, Lane's father
Jimand finally Aliyahs' nother and father GENE and SANDY

BEN KORD ( CONT' D)
We saw exactly who you were and we did
what had to be done. Cbviously we
didn't do enough.

HARRY
Dad!
BEN KORD
It's alright Harry 1'Il handle this
HARRY
but Dad
BEN KORD

but nothing this man he ruined this
town. It's never been the sane not
after what he did.

HARRY
Dad listen to ne for once Fred didn't
do this.

Ben takes a few steps forward.



HARRY
You don't know Harry, you don't know
what it was like to watch kid after go
m ssing. We had no choi ce.

FRED
St op.

ALl YAH
Fred didn't ruin this town you al
di d.

SANDY
How dare you talk to us like that?

GENE
You never listen to us and | ook where
it got you.

ALI YAH
Is nowreally the tinme for another
| ecture?

Fred clicks on a lighter.

FRED ( CONT' D)
I'11 doit.

SHANE
Just like you did to Charlie Loom s?

ELENA
You killed our son's best friend and
ruined his life.

CURTI S
No he didn't! | barely even renenber
Charlie. The only person who ruined ny
life was ne. Al the shit |'ve done |
did it myself |I was just angry that
you two never seened to care what
was doing. After Lizzie got sick we
m ght as well not have lived in the
same house.

ELENA
Curtis we.

FRED
Everybody shut up
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Fred steps closer to the kids.

PENNY
Fred don't. You're not a killer at
| east not yet you don't have to do
t his.

Fred's arm wai vers.

JANE
How coul d you say that? How coul d you
have synpathy for this man after what
he did to your father?

PENNY
He didn't do anything to dad nom What
dad did, he did it to hinself.

Jane gasps.

JIM
What about you Lane? We've heard from
everybody but you.

LANE
Dad after tonight after seeing Fred
break into tears telling us his story
even t hough he broke ny arm | don't
think Fred could have killed anyone.

JIM
| knew you were no nman. Bow ng down to
peer pressure when you know the truth.

LANE
Dad respectfully fuck off. Now pl ease
Fred let us go.

Fred points at the parents with his free hand.

FRED
You, You all did this to ne ruined any
chance | ever had at a normal life, |
can't get a job, | can't do anything,
but those kids are still ny kids and |
couldn't hurt themthen and I can't do
it now.
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Fred clicks the lighter closed and drops it to the ground. He
falls to his knees and puts his head in his hands.

FRED
VWhat have | done?

BEN KORD
You' ve committed ki dnapping and
attenpted nurder and you're going to
pay for it.

HARRY
Dad!

BEN KORD
What ? You expect us to let himgo
after what he's done to you?

HARRY
| get that he can't get off for
everything he did tonight but can you
at least give hima mnute? Look at
hi m dad.

Fred is still on the ground, heartbroken at his own actions.
HARRY ( CONT' D)
| don't think he's a danger to anyone

anynore.

Ben | ooks at the other parents shock and di sgust cover their
faces. They ponder a nonent and then nod.

BEN KORD
Fred I don't know how to apol ogi ze
enough. | wish, I wish things could

have been different.

FRED
Me to

CURTI S
Thank god everyone's happy! Now wi ||
sonebody pl ease be of use and untie
us.

The parents begin to step forward. Fred stands up.
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FRED
Pl ease | put themup there. At |east
let me start to atone for ny actions
by taki ng them down.

The parents are shocked.

BEN KORD
We never knew a single thing about you
not really, did we?

FRED
No | don't think you did.

Fred bends down and takes out M. Berners gag and unties him
He then turns and begins to |l et the kids down one by one.

MR, BERNER
This has certainly been an interesting
night, hasn't it.

PENNY
Definitely interesting
ALl YAH
M ght be an under st at enent
CURTI S
So we're through our giant ordeal what
now?
LANE

What do you nmean what now? Sonebody
take me to goddamm energency room

CURTI S
Oh right!

The group starts to walk away fromtheir parents.

BEN KORD
What do you all think you're doing?

HARRY
Dad you, ALL of you.

Harry gestures to the parents.
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HARRY ( CONT' D)
You guys got us into this ness in nore
ways than one.

Harry gul ps chocking on his words

PENNY
Keep goi ng Harry!

HARRY
It's not just what you did to Fred
it's what you did to us. Ignoring,
rejecting, berating us it it turned us
into freaking cliches

CURTI S
You tell enm Harry!

HARRY
but were done with that, so |I'm going
with nmy friends to the energency room
and after that who knows?

CURTI S
And t hen maybe Breakfast?

PENNY
Sounds great Curtis.

Penny grabs Curtis' hand and the group begins to wal k away
agai n.

Music rises as the group wal ks away.

CURTI S
You know t his whole thing kind of
rem nds of this 80's novie...

ALl YAH PENNY/ HARRY/ LANE
(I'n unison)
Shut up Curti s!

CURTI S
Alright but it's a really good novie.

FADE QUT:
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