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OVER BLACK: AR G Alternate reality ganes (ARGs), defined by
i ntense player involvenment with a story that takes place in
real tinme and evol ves according to players' responses.
Players interact directly with characters in the gane, solve
chal | enges and puzzles, and coll aborate as a community to
anal yze the story and coordinate activities.

The text fades leaving only three letters ARG
| NT. EVENI NG

A conputer start up chinme. The nouse cursor scrolls to a
nmessage app and types out a nessage.

JADUZABLE (VI A TEXT)
Everyone ready?

Cl CADA (VI A TEXT)
You Know it.

THE ARK
Let's get it going boys.

JADUZABLE opens a video chat app and sends invites to Cl CADA
and ARK and a third name GEM NINI. The video chat opens and
JADUZABLE, ARK, and CI CADA all appear on screen.

ARK
How s it hangi ng?

Cl CADA
Sane ol d, same ol d.

JADUZABLE opens the chat w ndow again and sends a nessage to
GEM NI

JADUZABLE (VI A TEXT)
you com ng tonight?

ARK

What are we getting into tonight?
ARK ( CONT' D)

Jad.
ARK ( CONT' D)

Jad you there.

JADUZABLE opens the video chat chat again.



JADUZABLE
Has anyone heard from Gem ni ?

Cl CADA
Ch ny god, get over it already.

ARK
Look man she hasn't been here for
weeks. She probably found sonme cool er
friends or sonething. Now let's
getting going.

JADUZABLE
Let's wait just a mnute | just
messaged her and. ..

Cl CADA
Dude. You are the worst. Not only are
you whi pped but you're cyber whi pped.
We barely even know this girl.

ARK
| wouldn't put it quite like that but
C c has a point.

A chime fromthe conputer. A new nessage. From Gemi ni

JADUZABLE
Look | just got a nessage from her
she's probably just running a bit late
getting hone fromwork or sonething.

Cl CADA
What did | tell you whipped.

JADUZABLE clicks on the nessage.

JADUZABLE
That's weird.

ARK
VWhat ?

JADUZABLE

It's just a file |ink.

Cl CADA
What does the file say?

Cl CADA speaks through a series of crunchy chew ng noi ses.



ARK
Come on man we tal ked about this.
Close your mc if you' re eating.

Cl CADA
Fi ne. Pansy.

JADUZABLE
Are you two done?

ARK
Yes. Now what does the file say.

The cursor scrolls across the letters as JADUZABLE reads the
t ext.

JADUZABLE
New Gane. zi p
ARK
OCh ny god. That's where she's been.
JADUZABLE
Huh?
ARK

She knew we where runni ng out of cool
ganmes to solve so she nmade one of her

own. | knew | liked that girl.
Cl CADA

Still not inpressed.
ARK

Downl oad the thing so we can get
started al ready.

JADUZABLE clicks on the link and a downl oad begi ns.

JADUZABLE
It's going to take a mnute file is
pretty big.

Cl CADA

That's fine |I'"mout of chips anyways.
Cl CADA gets out of his chair.
ARK

Great. | thought ny ears were done
being tortured for the night.



JADUZABLE scrolls back over to the chat wth GEM NI and
begins to type out a nessage.

JADUZABLE (VI A TEXT)
Thank you for doing this. Wuld still
like to see you back in the video cal
one of these nights.

Cl CADA chinmes in fromoff screen and JADUZABLE tabs back over
to the video call.

Cl CADA
Are we getting started or what.

JADUZABLE
Let me check the downl oad.

The downl oad progress finishes.

JADUZABLE
Just finished. Let's see what's in
here.

JADUZABLE clicks on the file and the zip file unpacks opening
to a screen filled with folders. Dozens of them

JADUZABLE
This a ton of files it's going to take
forever to sift through all of this.

ARK
Email us the zip file so we can al
start going through them It wll be
faster that way.

JADUZABLE
Ri ght .

JADUZABLE opens an enumil, attaches the zip file and sends it
to ARK and Cl CADA.

Cl CADA
CGot it.

ARK
Me too.

Cl CADA

You' re right there is hundreds of
files here. Where do we even start.



JADUZABLE
One of us should sort by size, another
by file type and then date.

ARK
That nakes sense we can probably cover
t he nost ground that way.

Cl CADA
Alright, lads let's get to it. I"lI
take file type.

ARK
|"ve got date.

JADUZABLE
Quess that leaves me with file size.

Jaduzabl e goes back to the clicks sort and then by file size.
The files reorgani ze and Jaduzable clicks the first one. A
password pop up appears.

ARK
| think these files are all password
pr ot ect ed.

JADUZABLE

Yeah |I'm seeing that on ny end too.

Cl CADA
How are we supposed to get anywhere if
the only thing we have are a bunch of
password protected files.

ARK
You know Gem better than the rest of
us Jad you have any i deas.

JADUZABLE
Not hing I can think of. Let me try and
message her agai n.

JADUZABLE brings the chat with GEM NI back up

JADUZABLE (VI A TEXT)
Hey we're trying to start your gane
but all the files are password
protected. WAs that on purpose?

GEM NI (VI A TEXT)
Yes.



GEM NI (VI A TEXT)
This is your first test. The gane has
begun attenpt to contact the owner of
this account no further unless you are
willing to risk her life.

Cl CADA
Yo! What's she sayi ng.

JADUZABLE
She's acting kind of weird. Just sent
me a nmessage a nessage saying not to
contact her again or her |ife would be
put at risk.

ARK
| don't think this is anything to
worry about man. These ganmes do this
kind of stuff all the time right.

JADUZABLE
Yeah you're right. | guess |I'mjust
not used to know ng soneone invol ved
directly.

Cl CADA

So we have a bunch of files we can't
access and a couple of creppy DM s.
What are we supposed to do now?

JADUZABLE
Alright et ne think.

Jaduzabl e pulls up the list of files again and slowy scrolls
t hrough t hem

JADUZABLE

| think I have sonething.
ARK

What ?
JADUZABLE

Look at the file nanes a few of them
have capital letters in them They

| ook kind of out of place right. |
think if you put themtogether they
m ght spell sonething out. I'll read
t hem out and you put theminto the
password box as | go alright.



Cl CADA
Sounds nuts but | guess we don't have
any better ideas right now

The cursor scrolls over several files highlighting a capital
letter in each

JADUZABLE

C..L...O..U..D....C...H..A..S ..E
.R

Cl CADA
Clo Clou

ARK
d oudchaser!

Cl CADA
Dude don't shout into the mc |ike
t hat .

ARK

Sorry. It's just | renenbered
sonehting the first ARG was sone ki nd
of pronotional canpaign for a novie
but the community who played it who
went on to nmake ARG s what they are
today. They call ed thensel ves C oud

chasers.
Cl CADA
Boom
JADUZABLE
VWhat ?
Cl CADA
It worked. C oud chaser it unlocks the
files.
ARK

Alright. Nice job

JADUZABLE
Alright 1'mgoing back to sort by file
si ze agai n.

Jaduzabl e opens the folder containing the largest file. The
file opens and connects to an ongoing live stream



The video appears to be fromthe angle of a webcamor simlar
device. W see a dimy lit small roomwith only a mattress a

small figure lays on the matress facing the wall. She turns
over.
ARK
Some of this stuff is pretty nmessed
up.
Cl CADA

| mean yeah but it's not the first
time we've seen this kind of stuff
right. She's just pushing the
boundaries a little.

JADUZABLE
That's her!

ARK
VWhat ?

JADUZABLE

This link it took me to a stream of
this girl locked up in this room It's
her. It's gem ni

Cl CADA
What are you tal ki ng about ?

JADUZABLE
The biggest file. It's a steam from
tiny roomand Gemni is |ocked up in
t here.

Cl CADA
Are you sure?

ARK
Ch, crap he's right. Wat do we do?

JADUZABLE
I"mcalling the cops.

Cl CADA
And telling them what?

JADUZABLE
That our friend has been ki dnapped.

Cl CADA
Look. We don't know where she lives,



where she is now Hell we don't even
know her real nane. W have nothing to
tell them

JADUZABLE
What are we supposed to do then?

Cl CADA
Are we sure that we really know what's
goi ng on? She could have set this al
up herself to make the gane feel nore
real .

JADUZABLE
She | ooks really bad man and t hey have
her chai ned up. Maybe |I'm w ong but
this seens like a little much for her.

ARK
["'mw th Jad.

JADUZABLE
Plus this woul d explain why she hasn't
been show ng up fro gane night.

ARK
That makes sense. If this creep took
her weeks ago then set all this up for
us. Her disappearance starts to nmake a
| ot nore sense.

JADUZABLE
What are we supposed to do guys?

Cl CADA
We keep pl ayi ng.

ARK
You can't be serious.

Cl CADA
Look i'm not sold but let's assune
she's in real danger here. W can't
call the cops. Soneone obviously set
this game up for a reason. |If we want
to hel p her we have to keep pl ayi ng.

ARK
"' mjust not...



10.

JADUZABLE
He's right. It's up to us now. But we
have to work fast she's in really bad
shape. |I'mnot sure how rmuch | onger
she can hol d out.

ARK
VWhere do we start?

JADUZABLE
Screw the puzzles, focus on the
| ocation. If we can find any
identifying markers of where she is
then we can call the cops. W don't
have to win. W just have to save
gem ni .

Cl CADA
Al right, focus on inmage and vi deo
files anything that m ght show us
where she is.

ARK
Ri ght .

JAD | ooks at his canera and begins to | ose conposure.

JADUZABLE
What if we can't save her guys?

ARK
| mean it wouldn't be our fault.

Cl CADA
Stop! We can do this. Losing our shit
now doesn't hel p anybody. W will save
her just got to buckled down and do
it.

JAD wi pes his eyes.

JADUZABLE
You're right let's get to it.

Mont age of shots of the crew clicking through i mage after
i mge of Gem ni captured in the roomand of a man in a mask
t hat appears to be her captor.

A nmessage chi me. JADUZABLE clicks on the nmessagi ng app.
Anot her nmessage fromthe man who has control of GEM N 's
account .



11.

GEM NI (VI A TEXT)
Tick Tock. | thought you were supposed
to be good at these ganes.

ARK
what is it?

JADUZABLE
The guy is nocking us now. He knows we
aren't maki ng any progress.

Cl CADA
Says him

ARK
You got sonet hing?

Cl CADA
Check out the file 3301.ing

Jad types 3301 into the search bar and pulls up an inage of a
smal | house.

ARK
of course.
JADUZABLE
VWhat ?
ARK

Thi s guys has some sort of weird
obsession with these ganes. Just like
us. He probably even picked our group
for a reason | nean | ook at our screen
nanmes. Jaduzable from Ben Drowned, To
The Ark from narble hornets, Gem ni
honme entertai nnent and Ci cada

Cl CADA
3301.

ARK
Exactly. Al of this. The gane, the
clues, targeting us. It's all sone
weird neta gane. He's taking the
fiction out of unfiction. He's
probably been watching us for a while.
Lurking on forunms we posted in.
Wat chi ng us sol ve these ganes.



12.

JADUZABLE
Alright so we have a house and a
stupid notive. How do we find Gen?

Cl CADA
He wants us to find him He woul dn't
have nmade all the clues so easy for us
to find unless he did.

ARK
Alright, let's work this out. This
house it's probably going to be |inked
to some other ARG on Unfiction project
right?

JADUZABLE
Makes sense | guess.

Cl CADA
Thi s house has people in it, The Human
Pet, Everyman Hybrid. There's too
many. | mean every damm one of these
t hi ngs has a house in at sone point.

ARK
You're right. W're never going to
think of the right one in tine.

JAD gives hinself a small smack on the forhead.

JADUZABLE
| di ot.

Cl CADA
VWhat ?

JADUZABLE

Anytinme you find an inportant picture
in one of these things you are al ways
supposed to check one thing first.

JADUZABLE, Cl CADA, ARK
(I'n Uni son)
The Met adat a.

JAD right clicks on the file pulling up a menu and clicking
the option to check the netadata.

ARK
Anyt hi ng?



13.

JADUZABLE
G ve ne a sec.

JAD scrolls through the nenu and sees a | ocation tag.

JADUZABLE
Chi cago.

ARK
Ok, we've narrowed it down to all of
Chi cago. Super hel pful.

JAD pulls up a web browser and types in Chicago M ssing
Persons. A series of articles on recent m ssing persons cases
in the area cone up. One catches his eye.

JADUZABLE
Anni e W ki ns.

Cl CADA
Huh?

JADUZABLE

| found an article about her going
m ssing. It has her picture and
everything. Her nane is Annie WIKkins.

Cl CADA
GQuess... It is real. W need to finish
this, now
ARK
What about a reverse image search>
JADUZABLE
There's no way this guy is that stupid
right?
Cl CADA
Apparently he is. |I've got it. 1337
Vine Chicago Illinois. Tinme to cal

the cops | think. Jad you want to do
t he honors?

JAD pulls out his phone and dials 911. A nessage chine. He
clicks on it.

GEM NI (VI A TEXT)
| wouldn't do that if | were you



14.

911 OPERATOR
911 What's your energency?

JAD pauses a nonent and considers his options. The operator
repeats.

911 OPERATOR
911 What's your emnergency.

JADUZABLE types in the chat.

JADUZABLE (VI A TEXT)
Gane Over. Sicko.

JADUZABLE
Yes. My friend is in danger. She is
being held captive at 1137 Vine,
Chicago Illinois.

911 OPERATOR
We' Il have units there right away.

JAD hangs up

JADUZABLE
W didit.

ARK
W really did.

Cl CADA
Kind hits different when it's the real
deal .

A notification appears on the screen. GEM N has entered the
chat. The nmasked nman appears on screen.

KI DNAPPER
| told you not to do that.

Cl CADA
Too | ate a-hole cops are on the way.

KI DNAPPER
they' Il find your little friend but
" m al ready | ong gone.

JADUZABLE
You' re |ying.



15.

KI DNAPPER
| ammany things. Aliar is not one of
them So believe ne when | say you may
have saved your friend but your gane
has only just begun.

The Ki dnapper hangs up.

ARK
He can't be serious right.

Cl CADA
You heard himthis guy doesn't play
ar ound.

JADUZABLE

Cicada's right.

ARK
What are we supposed to do.

At that nonment a figure starts to appear from behind around
ARK. The man in the mask

Cl CADA
Ar k!

JADUZABLE
Look Behi nd youl!

The man holds a rag in front of ARK s face as he struggles
eventual ly falling unconsci ous.

Kl DNAPPER
Good Luck. | went easy on you this
tinme. Had to see if you were worthy
pl ayers. Chapter 2 is going to be on a
whol e new | evel

ARK' s | aptop slams shut.
CUT TO BLACK

Credits.



