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FADE | N:
EXT. BASKETBALL COURT QUTSI DE OF CHURCH RECTORY - DAY

We see sonet hing orange spinning around. It's a basketball.
YOUNG BOYS are playi ng basketball on an outside cenent

court. We hear the famliar sound of a basketball DRI BBLI NG
It flies through the air toward the basket and makes a CLUNK
sound as it hits the net-less netal rim

We notice the MONSI GNOR standing at a wi ndow of a large old
house behind the basketball court. He is watching the boys

pl ay.

The BOYS are dressed in 1940's worn-out clothing. They are
children of the Great Depression. They LAUGH as they play
their gane.

I NT. MONSI GNOR' S OFFI CE - DAY

There is a KNOCK at the door. The priest turns away fromthe
w ndow.

MONSI GNOR
Come i n.

The door opens and FATHER SHAD enters. He is clunsy and a
very ordinary | ooking man but has a great smle and
attitude.

SHAD
You wanted to see nme, Monsignor?

The Monsi gnor points at an over-stuffed chair sitting in
front of his desk

MONSI GNOR
Have a seat, Father. This is not
going to be a pleasant. I'mafraid

we are going to have to give up
t he hi gh school basket bal
program W don't have the noney
to pay for a coach

SHAD
(Exci ted)
But Monsignor! | can coach the
boys. It will be fun. You'll see.



MONSI GNOR
Fat her, you are as athletic as a
pig in overshoes.

Shad puts his hands on the desk and | ooks the Monsignor in
t he eye.

SHAD
(Pl eadi ng)
Well that may be Monsignor, but we
can't give up basketball
It's...it's...well it's
un- Cat holic not to have a
basket bal | team

Shad stands tall and wal ks around the room He is trying to
cone up with an on the spot solution. He is anxious and
agitated. He turns and points his finger to the heavens.

SHAD

(Very Ani mat ed)
Wn. Lose. Wo cares? It's about
t eachi ng val ues and sportsmanshi p.
It's about trying. It's about
conpetition and teamwrk. The boys
nmust have basketball. For God sake
Monsi gnor, if we don't have
basketbal |, the boys will go to
public school

The Monsignor is not noved and points at the chair.

MONSI GNOR
(Sternly)
Sit. It's about the budget. W
don't have enough noney to pay a
coach. It's sinple. No coach. No
basket bal | .

Shad is deep in thought and ignores the chair. He wal ks
toward the wi ndow and | ooks out. He watches the boys play.
He turns and | ooks at the Monsignor.

SHAD
(Thought ful)
We woul d have the noney if we won
nmore ganes. Now hear ne out,
Monsi gnor .

Shad turns and | ooks at the Monsignor.



SHAD
(Forceful)
If we won, nore people would cone
to watch the ganes. That woul d
mean nore ticket sales and that
woul d nean nore noney.

So let's face it. It's about
enbarrassnment isn't it? Are you
worried about getting ribbed if we
|l ost all of our ganes if |
coached? Is that why you want to

qui t?
MONSI GNOR
(G uff)
No, of course not! | don't listen

to those voices. W just don't
have the noney.

SHAD
Wel | then perhaps we should |isten
to other voices--the voice of
faith we teach others to listen to
and prom se that an answer w ||
cone if you believe.

The Mnsi gnor stands and put his fists on this desk and goes
nose-to-nose wth Shad.

MONSI GNOR

(Forceful)
Then listen carefully, Father. You
can have your basketball teamif
you find ne a good coach who w ||
wor k for nothing. Oherw se, the
program goes. You have unti
Sunday Mass when | will make the
announcenent .

Shad claps his hands with joy and al nost skips out of the
Monsignor's office. He turns as he opens the door.

SHAD
(Exci ted)
You just watch, Monsignor. A
mracle is going to happen right
here in Hartington, Nebraska. |
prom se!



EXT. KEN M LLER S HOUSE - DAY

W see a two story white house with nmature trees, a well
kept lawn, a white picket fence, and flowers and bushes.

There are signs of small boys in the yard. Atricycle. A
smal| football. A SCOITI SH TERRI ER dog | ooks out the w ndow
while she sits on top of the couch behind the picture

wi ndows in the living room

BUN (OC)
Al right you birds, breakfast is
al nost ready so get on down here!

I NT. M LLER KI TCHEN - DAY

BUN i s maki ng pancakes. There are four plates. She has put
four pancakes on one plate, two on the next plate, one on

the third plate, and is cutting up a little pancake on the
| ast plate. Bun spots the dog on top of the couch.

BUN
(1 QUD AND STERN)
Penny! Get off of ny good couch
this instant. | have bridge club
this week and I won't be having
any dog hair on ny good things.

There is sound of a boy RUNNI NG down the steps. Bun turns to
see JOHNNY running into the kitchen.

BUN
Now just a m nute, buster. You
gi ve your nother a good norning
hug.

Johnny grabs Bun by the knees and hugs her. The dog BARKS
and dashes between Bun's | egs to chase Johnny.

BUN
(Angry) _ _
Oh for the land sake will this dog
ever get out from under foot!

Bun turns to find her her husband COACH KEN hol di ng their
| NFANT SON up in front of her face. The boy is SQUEALI NG and
LAUGHI NG

BUN
(Sm 1ing)
Well aren't you M. Happy today.



CQACH KEN
Good norning. He's changed.

Bun takes the youngster and puts himin the high chair. The
i nfant tosses pancake pieces at the dog who runs between her
|l egs to get them

Bun throws up her hands in frustration.

BUN
That's enough dog! Qut!

Bun herds the dog to the back door and opens it. The dog
runs out and tries to catch a squirrel. Bun cl oses the door
and turns toward the table. Johnny is about to take his
first bite

BUN
(Stern)
Just a mnute buster. Haven't we
forgotten sonet hi ng?

Johnny | ooks surprised and shrugs his shoulders. Bun pulls
her chair back, sits down, and folds her hands and bows her
head and stares over her glasses at Johnny.

JOHNNY
Oh. Pray. Un Cone Lord Jesus, be
our guest, and let these gifts to
us be bl essed. Anen.

BUN
(Sm 1ing)
Very good job. Now we can eat.

EXT. FORD GARACE - DAY

W see a man's hand stick a key into the I ock on the bl ue
wooden door and open it. The floor to ceiling glass w ndows
SHUDDER as t he door opens and cl oses behind him The lights
conme on in the small two car show oom where a Ford sedan and
a Ford pickup truck sit. Coach Ken wal ks toward the counter
t hat separates the showoomfromthe parts departnent and
turns on nore |ights.

The front door opens. Ken's brother DUANE wal ks in.

COACH KEN
Morning. You're early.

Even though they are brothers, Duane is a nuch different man
t han Coach Ken. Duane is a noney man and i s not the nost



pl easant person. He is a gruff, direct and in-your-face type
of person.

DUANE
(Forceful)
Did you sell this pickup?

COACH KEN
They want us to come down anot her
$50. | think we should let it go.

DUANE
W need to get the bank off our
back. O fer $25.

Coach Ken nods his head and wal ks out of the parts area and
into the service area. There are buckets collecting rain
wat er fromroof |eaks fromrain the day before. He dunps
sone of the buckets and repositions themso they catch the
drips before they get the work bench and tools wet.

The MECHANI CS arrive and take up their work areas. Coach Ken
OPENS the big doors as the snmall town cone to life. Ford
cars fromthe late 1930's and early 1940's arrive for
servi ce work.

Coach Ken wal ks back to the showoom and toward the front
door. He turns and speaks to his brother as he wal ks out.

CCACH KEN
| am going to the coffee shop

EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

Coach Ken wal ks out the front door and wal ks toward the
Hot el Coffee Shop. The small town is bustling with activity.
He waves at various car. Drivers HONK at hi m and wave back.

EXT. QUTSIDE OF THE RECTORY - DAY

Fat her Shad wal ks out of the Rectory and onto the porch. He
stops and | ooks at the bright blue sky and takes a deep
breathe of the norning air. He puts on his w de-brinmed

bl ack priest hat and wal ks down the steps. The screen door
opens behind himand MRS. SHOEMAKER foll ows himonto the
por ch.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Loud and excited)
Fat her, take your unbrella. It's
going to rain!



Shad turns to see Ms. Shoemaker hol ding out his unbrella.

SHAD
It's a beautiful day Ms.
Shoemaker. | won't be needing

t hat .
She shakes the unbrella at him

MRS. SHOEMAKER

(Sternly)
It's going to rain, Father. | can
feel it in ny elbow Take this
unbrel | a.
SHAD

It's not going to rain. It's
beautiful outside. And if it does
rain, I wll find a parishioner
with a car to give ne a ride hone.

Shad smles, turns, and gently waves his hand in the air as
if he was shooi ng an annoying fly.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
Vell don't be late for lunch. Ms.
Kat hol brought us a nice chicken
and sone sweet corn.

Shad wal ks down the hill toward the main street of town. A
pi ckup SCREECHES to a stop and HONKS t he horn. Shad junps
out of the way.

TEGAN KUCHTA is driving the truck. He rolls down the w ndow
and crosses his forearns on the w ndow opening and gri ns.

TEGAN
H Fat her! Have you deci ded when
basketbal |l practice is going to
start?

Shad | ooks sternly at Tegan and waves his index finger at
hi m

SHAD
(Adnoni shi ng)

Tegan Kuchta, you scared ne half
to death. And no,l don't know when
basketbal |l practice is going to
start. Perhaps | will know nore
later in the week. Are you
pl anning to play?



TEGAN
Fat her, you know you woul dn't have
much of a team w t hout ne.

SHAD
That good, huh.

Tegan smles, GUNS the notor, and GRINDS the truck into
gear.

TEGAN
(Cocky and sm ling)
Better than that, Father. Want a
ri de downt own?

SHAD
( Coughi ng)
No thanks. | am going to enjoy
God' s great norning.
TEGAN
It's going to rain, Father. | can

feel it in ny el bow

Wi te engine snoke fromthe old truck covers Shad. Shad
smles and waves as the truck drives off. There is a | oud
CLAP of thunder. Shad | oos up and qui ckens his pace.

| NT. HOTEL COFFEE SHOP - DAY

We hear heavy RAIN and see the front wi ndows fromi nside of
the coffee shop. DOUG stands behind the counter dressed in
white with a |long apron and a white cook's hat on his head.
The place is loud and full of cigarette snoke. Coach Ken
dashes through the door and takes a seat at front counter.

DOUG
(Sm 1ing)
ttle mud fo

i r my wet friend M.
| er

)

A
M
Doug slides a white cup and saucer and a napkin with a spoon
onit in front of Coach Ken.

COACH KEN
| just m ssed getting drenched and
a cup of your finest nud would hit
t he spot.

Doug turns and takes the coffee pot off the burner and pours
the coffee.



DOUG
Nice rain yesterday and with this
shower, maybe pocket books wil |
| oosen up a little.

COACH KEN
Vell this is a tough year on the
farm | hope the rain hel ps out.
It's pretty late in the grow ng
season to do nuch good.

DOUG
(Laughs)
When it conmes to farmng, it's
always to early or to late.

We see Shad dash up to the door. He funbles with the handl e
and finally opens the door. Shad is drenched as he stands in
the doorway letting sone of the water run off of himonto

the rug. Shad takes a seat at the counter next to Coach Ken.

Shad puts

COACH KEN
( Chuckl i ng)
Father you're a little danp. Don't
you have an unbrella or sonething?

SHAD
(Thought ful)
Actual 'y, my Sunday hom |y was
goi ng to be about Noah and |
needed a little practical
experi ence.

hi s hand on Coach Ken's shoul der.

SHAD
(Conforting)
By the way, | was so saddened to

| earn of your father's passing
| ast week. How are you getting
al ong? Quite sudden wasn't it?

COACH KEN
Thank you. Yes, it was very
sudden. Heart we think but we'll
never know for sure. My brother
and I will continue running the
busi ness. You should buy a new car
SO you won't end up getting so
wet .



10.

SHAD
Vell as you know, we take a vow or
poverty, but if you take a good
| ow m | eage horse in on trade,
give nme a call.

Shad pulls out a small change purse and opens it. It has two
dinmes in it. Shad takes one out and puts it on the counter
and raises a finger toward Doug who brings hima coffee
service and pours hima cup of coffee.

DOUG
(Teasi nQg)
Fat her, you should get an
unbrella. | knew it was going to
rain. | could feel it in ny el bow.

Everyone LAUGHS. Shad gets a thoughtful |ook on his face. He
turns his attention back to Coach Ken.

SHAD
You pl ayed sone col |l ege
basketbal |, didn't you?

CQACH KEN
Well you mght say that. | had a
scholarship to play at Creighton
but with tinmes bei ng what they
are, ny dad wanted ne to cone hone
and hel p out.

SHAD
But, you were really quite a good
basket bal | pl ayer, right?

1ST. FANis on his way out of the cafe and overhears the
comment. He is a very outgoing and |oud guy. He puts his
head between Coach Ken and Shad.

1ST FAN
(Ani mat ed)
Good? Hell Father, he didn't need
the other four guys to beat ya. He
is the best player this town has
every produced. Hell, | would
still pay to watch him play.

1st. Fan pats Coach Ken on the shoul der and continues toward
t he door but stops and turns back.



1ST FAN
(Apol ogeti c)
Sorry about ny damm cussin
Father. | get excited sonetines.

1st. Fan dashes out the door and into the rain.

SHAD
(Laughi ng)
He's quite the guy, isn't he.
Al ways so quiet in church but |ike
an unl eashed vol cano when he
| eaves.

COACH KEN
And just a bit exaggerated in his
sports eval uation, Father.

SHAD
(Seri ous)
Not in this case. | think he
understated things a little better
than nost and that's really why |
am here. | really need your help.

Coach Ken puts down his coffee and notices Shad is very
serious.

COACH KEN
What ki nd of hel p, Father?

Shad | ooks around to nmake sure nobody is |istening.

SHAD
(Very serious)
| need a great basketball coach.
And frankly, | need you.

COACH KEN
You want nme to coach basketball at
Trinity? Father, | amnot Catholic

and we have to plans to convert.

SHAD
You are a good man with a great
gift. The Monsignor is going to
el i m nat e basketball because we
can't afford a coach. There is
only one man in this town who can
hel p us. You.

11.



COACH KEN
You want nme to coach your
basketball teamfor free?

SHAD
Well not totally free, I wll put
out the word to drop a chicken and
sone produce by your house from
time to tine.

COACH KEN
(Rubs his chin)
Vell I will have to give this sone

serious thought and talk to ny
w fe, of course. My brother won't

be too excited, | know that for
sur e.
SHAD
(Twinkle in his
eye)

Xk, tell you what. How about a
hog? A butchered and cut up hog.
And they'll store it for you over
at the neat market. And |I'Il1 buy
the horse fromyour brother. Deal ?

COACH KEN
(Very serious)
No, that's not it. You know how
religionis in this town and how
peopl e can be soneti nes.

SHAD
(Confi dent)
Religion didn't bring ne here in
this rain. The Good Lord did.
Pl ease think about it. This would
be good for all of us.

12.

Shad stands and shakes Coach Ken's hand and pats himon the

shoul der.

SHAD
(Confi dent)
Thi nk about it, please. Cone up to
my office this afternoon if you
have tine and we'll talk nore.

Shad | ooks through the wet wi ndows. The rain has ended. The
sun is out. He smles, puts on his wet hat,

caf e.

and | eaves the



13.

I NT. M LLER HOME - DAY

We hear the FIRE SIREN going off to mark noon. The back door
of the MIler home opens and Coach Ken cones through it. He
enters the kitchen where Bun is frying a chicken for |unch.
The infant is in his high chair eating sone soft cooked
peas.

BUN
(Loud)
Daddy' s honme. You birds get washed
up and get over to this table.

We hear SCRAMBLI NG noi se and the sound of WATER runni ng (OC)
for just a second or two just before Johnny runs into the
room He slides across the floor in his socks up to his

not her and hold up his hands so she can inspect them She

| ooks.

BUN
CK, get situated.

Johnny dashes to his seat. Coach Ken wal ks over to his wfe
and hold up his hands. Johnny G GGLES. Bun | ooks over the
top of her glasses at him

BUN
CK, you get situated, too. Dish up
t hese potatos, please.

Bun hands Coach Ken a bowl of nashed potatoes. He puts sone
on each plate. Then he pour sone gravy on the potatoes. She
put the chicken pieces on a plate and places it on the
tabl e. Johnny grabs for a leg. Bun stops his hand in md
air.

BUN
(Forceful)
Not yet, buster. W have Grace to
say and you are saying it. Now
let's fold our hands and be
grateful.

The famly folds their hands and bow their heads as Johnny
says G ace.

JOHNNY
Come Lord Jesus be our guest and
let these gifts to us be bl essed.
Anen.

BUN
Very good



14.

Johnny makes another grab for the leg and gets it. He holds
it up proudly.

Bun | ooks at Coach Ken.

BUN
So how i s your day goi ng?

CQACH KEN
Good if you want a free hog.

BUN
(Supri sed)
A hog! W don't have any place for
a hog!

COACH KEN
(Laughs)
No, it will be cut up and stored
at the neat market.

BUN
Did the neat market buy a new
truck or sonething?

Coach Ken puts his fork on his plate and pushes back a from
the table. He | ooks at Bun.

COACH KEN
(Seriously)
Not exactly. It's a down paynent
for coachi ng.

BUN
(Curi ous)
Coachi ng what ?

COACH KEN
They asked nme to be the high
school basketball coach

BUN
(Curi ous)
Jefferson H gh needs a coach? Wat
happened to Coach Johnson?

CQACH KEN
Not hi ng. Fat her Shad has asked ne
to coach at Holy Trinity.

Bun waves her hand in the air as if she is choking on food.
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BUN
(Forceful)
You can't do that. W're not
Catholic. We're Luthern.

COACH KEN
(Argunment ati ve)
And before Luthern, | was a
Congregationalist. But they don't
care about all of that. They want
me to coach basketball, not teach
religion.

Bun says nothing for a few seconds. She | ooks distant.

BUN
(Troubl ed)

Ch, | don't know about this. Wat
will our friends say? Wat wll
the famly say. | don't know about
this at all.

COACH KEN
Wel | Father Shad said the
Monsignor will elimnate

basket bal | because they can't
afford a coach. He believes | am
their only hope.

BUN
Do you want to coach those kids?

Coach Ken takes Bun's hand. Johnny stops eating and | ooks at
his dad. There is silence in the house.

COACH KEN
(Softly)
You know how much | | ove
basketball. You know how nuch |
want ed to coach basketball. |
didn't get the chance.

VWell, there are boys, right here
inthis town, who won't get the
chance to play basketball because
of the tinmes. That would be wong
if I stood back and let that
happen when | could hel p out.

Bun | ooks at him and says nothing for a few nore seconds.
Johnny senses the inportance of the nonent. He | ooks back
and forth between his nother and father waiting for
sonet hi ng to happen.
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BUN
(Softly)
Then do it.

EXT. RECTORY PCRCH - DAY

W see a hand formng a fist about to knock on the door. The
gesture is very tentative for a mnute and then finally, a
sharp KNOCK or two. The door soon opens and Ms. Shoenaker
is there.

MRS. SHCOEMAKER
(Very Pl easant)
Ch, M. Mller is it? How are you?
Conme in, please!

She is w ping her hands on a kitchen towel.

COACH KEN
Hell o, Ms. Shoemaker. |s Father
Shad here?

She puts her index finger to her lip and thinks for a
second.

MVRS. SHOEMAKER
(Thought ful)
Let me think. Ch yes! He's in the
sanctuary.

She conmes out on the porch and | ooks toward the Church next
door.

MRS. SHCOEMAKER
Just go over there and | am sure
you will find him

COACH KEN
(Politely)
Thank you.

Coach Ken wal ks down the steps and down the wal k. He stops
to notice boys playing basketball on the cenment court next
to the rectory. He watches for a couple of second and | ooks
down. He | ooks back up and smles and he turns and wal ks
toward the church doors. He opens the door and wal ks in.
Shad is wal king down the main aisle. Shad smles and cl aps
hi s hands.

SHAD
(Exci ted)
Wonderful!  You have nmade your

decision. Let's talk in ny
( MORE)
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SHAD (cont' d)
of fice.

Shad turns and notions for Coach Ken to follow himinto the
conf essi onal .

COACH KEN
(Surprised)
Father, that's the confessional,
isn't it?

SHAD
(Sm 1ing)
Only for Catholics. W can visit
in private in there.

Ms. Shoenaker enters the Church just as Coach Ken and Shad
enter the confessional. She is stunned and then smles and
darts out of the door. W see her scurry back to the Rectory
and open the door. She runs to a corner phone stand and

pi cks up the phone.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Very Excited)
Clara, get me Florence
Kl i ndschm dt pl ease.

| NT. PHONE COWPANY OFFI CE - DAY

We see CLARA, a matronly lady, in front of an old tel ephone
exchange board. She pulls up a connection line, inserts it,
and pushes a button. A lady (OC) answers. Clara listens in.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Excited and

whi speri ng)
Fl orence, this is Bessy. You wll
never guess what | just saw.

Fat her is taking confession from
that nice M. MIler, the Ford
deal er!

Clara | ooks around to nmake sure no one i s watching her or
listening to her. W can hear GARBLED CONVERSATI ON com ng
fromthe phone.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
No, he's not Catholic. | think he
is one of those Methodists or
sonet hi ng but perhaps he is
converting. Wuldn't that be
wonder f ul !
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W see Clara reacting to what she hears. O ara stops
listening to that conversation and starts making calls to
her friends. The runor spread all over town.

| NT. CATHOLI C CHURCH - DAY
SHAD steps into the pulpit in his Sunday vestnents.

SHAD
| was thinking about doing ny
hom |y about Noah's Ark today. In
fact, | was thinking about it |ast
Tuesday when | got drenched in
t hat wonderful norning
t hunderstorm Praise be to God for
t he beautiful rain.

The congregati on LAUGHS and APPLAUDS.

SHAD
And praise be to God for Noah. Was
Noah Catholic? Only Noah's not her
wi |l know for sure.

The congregati on LAUGHS agai n.

SHAD
But, w thout Noah, we all would
have dr owned.

Good people, we are drowni ng
again. The tinmes are tough and |
know you are doi ng your absol ute
best to keep the parish going.

Thank you for the chicken and
sweet corn. And, | know you are
stretched to the limt.

We have had to | ook at ways to
bring our needs w thin our neans
and it appeared that we m ght have
to elimnate our basket bal

program We just couldn't afford a
coach.

A muf fl ed GRUMBLI NG conmes fromthe congregation. W see sone
of the teen boys | ooking at each other in disbelief.

SHAD
Tough tines often test the souls
of nmen and these tines are testing
us...and the soul of a very

( MORE)
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SHAD (cont' d)
special man. He's not a Catholic
man. He has not only answered our
call for help, but a call of his
own.

There will be basketball at Holy
Trinity this year because our new
coach has offered to coach for
free. Ho is with us today with his
famly.

Pl ease wel cone our new basket bal
coach, Ken MIller.

Shad notions for Coach Ken and his famly, seated in the
front row, to stand. APPLAUSE starts slowy froma few boys
and t hen beconmes THUNDERCUS.

The teen boy throw their hands up in a victory sign above
t heir heads.

I NT. FI RST PRACTI CE - DAY

W see seven teenage boys sitting on the bench in the city
auditorium They are all wearing white t-shirts and white
gym shorts and new tenni s shoes except for FLEM NG who has
his farmwork boots on. Coach Ken stands in front of them

Coach Ken | ooks at the boy's work boots.

COACH KEN
What' s your nanme son?

FLEM NG

- (shy)
Flem ng, Sir.

COACH KEN
Just call nme Coach. So, you
haven't had tinme to get sone
shoes?

Fl em ng | ooks down at the floor then back up at Coach Ken.

FLEM NG
(Enbarrassed)
| can't afford shoes, Coach. My
famly doesn't have any extra
money. My dad doesn't really want
me to play basketball

Dad says | have nore inportant
( MORE)
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FLEM NG (cont' d)

things to do. But, | want to play.
| will do my chores when | get
hore.

Coach Ken | ooks at the boy for a second and then sits down
next to himon the bench and takes off his shoes.

COACH KEN
well, for now, we don't need
shoes. You go down to the store
tonorrow and tell themto give you
sone shoes and put them on ny
account. You can help me clean up
the place after practice for
paynment. OK?

Flem ng smles and nods his head yes. The other boys | ook at
each other and take off their shoes. Coach Ken notices and
sm | es.

COACH KEN
That's | esson one. It's called
t eammor k. Basketball isn't about

you. It's about all of us. Now for
| esson nunber two. Conditioning.
Ten | aps around the court. Got it?

We see the boys running around the basketball court and
because they are all in socks, they are sliding all over the
pl ace. The boys are LAUGH NG and hanmm ng it up.

Coach Ken places a series of folding chairs down the center
of the court about six feet apart. After the ten |aps, the
boys gat her around him sonme bend over and put their hands
on their knees as they try to catch their breath.

Coach Ken opens the ball bag and the school's four
basketballs fall out. Some of the boys grab the balls and
start to dribble them Coach Ken blows his WH STLE

COACH KEN
No shooting yet. W are going to
wor k on fundanental s.

HCESI NG rai ses his hand. Coach Ken points at him

HOESI NG
(Curi ous)
What do you nean, fundanentals,
Coach?
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COACH KEN
That's a good question. By
fundanentals, | nean basic skills

i ke ball handling and dribbling
and passi ng.

Plus, we will learn strategy.
Basketball is a gane of strategy.

Tegan rai ses his hand.

TEGAN
Whol , what do you nean by
strategy?

COACH KEN

K, Tegan, who is Dw ght
Ei senhower ?

TEGAN
Whol , he was umlike the top
general during the war.

The boys SN CKER and the coach sm | es.

CQACH KEN
That's right. He was. Now what was
his job?

TEGAN
Whol , he deci ded what the arny
di d.

CQACH KEN
That's right, he decided strategy.
Basketball is a gane of strategy.

Each player is like an arny and we
| ook for opportunity when we play
the gane. We | ook for m smatches
and weakness, just |ike Ei senhower
di d.

I nstantly, Coach Ken passes the ball to Flem ng who is off
to his right. Flem ng didn't expect the pass but caught it.
He has a surprised | ook on his face.

COACH KEN
Somret i mes, Ei senhower used Gener al
Patton, just like I used Flem ng
j ust now.
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Coach Ken wal ks over to Flem ng and takes the ball fromhim
and just as suddenly, he bounce passes the ball past a sl ow
reacting Tegan to Hoesing who is standing behind Tegan.

COACH KEN
And soneti nmes, Ei senhower used
Ceneral Bradly to get the job
done.

I n other words, Eisenhower was a
manager. That's what our guards
do. They are nmanagers of our
attack and it is their job to get
the ball to our other generals who
have the best chance to attack and
score. Understand?

Coach Ken takes a ball and wal ks to the end of the chairs.

COACH KEN
But, before Ei senhower was a
general, he was a private and he
did basic training. These chairs
are basic training for you guys.

VWhat | want you to do is dribble
the ball on one side of the chair
and cross over to the other side
of the next chair. Go all the way
to the end dribbling with your

ri ght hand and then cone back
doing the sane thing with your

| eft hand. When you cone back to
this end, pass the ball to the
next guy in line. Got it?

The boys | ook at each other and shake their heads yes.

COACH KEN
Ck, Tegan. You start. Co.

Coach Ken passes the ball to Tegan who starts the drill but
his feet slide out fromunder him because of socks sliding
on the floor.

Tegan falls down. He is angry. He rips his socks off and
stands up and continues the drill. Coach Ken takes off his
socks. The boys notice and do the sane. By the tine Tegan
conpletes the drill, the next boy is sockless and ready.
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I NT. M LLER HOUSE - DAY

W see two table of |adies playing bridge. The conversation
at one of the tables is about Coach Ken's new job.

BRI DGE PLAYER 1
So how did all of this cone about,
Bun?

Bun arranges her newly dealt bridge hand.

BUN
Two hearts. Well the young priest
cane to Ken and asked for help and
Ken wanted to do it.

BRI DGE PLAYER 1
Just like that? They nust be in
real trouble up there.

BUN
Ch girl, we are all in rea
trouble. These are tough tines.

BRI DGE PLAYER 2
Three di anonds. So, you are
converting to Catholicisn? It's
all over town that you did.

Bun | ooks over her gl asses at her partner.

BUN
(Frustrated)
Ch for heaven's sake! Were did
you hear that?

This isn't about a new Catholic
recruit. This is about a poor
pari sh needi ng a basketball coach
and a good one is available. It's
a good lesson for all of us. Help
t hy nei ghbor. Pass.

BRI DGE PLAYER 2
Wel|l Betsy Mtchell told nme that
she heard G oria Taylor telling
Francis down at Fornash G ocery
t hat someone saw Ken confessing to
t hat young priest.

BUN
Well girl, you've got it | think
Pass. And no, Ken hasn't confessed
to anyone. Well, maybe ne. He had
( MORE)
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BUN (cont' d)
a private chat with the priest in
there and it is obvious why one
needs a private place in this
t own.

BRI DGE PLAYER 1
Pass. Well it wll be fun to see
what happens. Who knows, maybe
Trinity will play Jefferson in the
County Tour nanment.

Bun arranges her dummy hand and gets up fromthe table to
pour coffee.

BUN
Ch dear God spare us fromthat!

Bun pauses with the coffee pot.

BUN
| just hope they play well and
it's a good experience for Ken. It
broke his heart to have to | eave
col |l ege and not get the chance to
coach. He spirit is just glow ng
over this.

BRI DGE PLAYER 1
He'll do a wonderful job. | just
wi sh ny Jay was ol der so he could
| earn and play for him

BRI DGE PLAYER 2
(Questi oni ng)
And how will Mdther MIler take
t hi s? You know how Ken adores her

Bun continues to pay attention to her guests. She stops and
puts the coffee pot down on a snmall table and puts her hand
on Bridge Player 2's shoul der.

BUN
(Thought ful)
Let's just say there wll be a |ot
of cobs hitting the side of the
bar n.

The roomfills with LAUGHTER
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EXT. MOTHER M LLER S HOUSE - DAY

We see a new car drive into the long driveway of stately

| arge wooden house with beautiful grounds. Coach Ken sets
the brake and gets out of the car and wal ks across the grass
to the steps leading to the back door. He opens the door and
enters w thout knocki ng.

COACH KEN
(Loud)
Hel | 0? Mot her ?

Coach Ken wal ks through the kitchen to the living room He
can hear sonmeone com ng down the steps fromthe upper floor.
MOTHER M LLER enters the room

COACH KEN
(Apol ogeti c)
Oh. I'msorry. Mom Dd | wake

you?

She reaches the last step and Coach Ken steps up to give her
a kiss on the cheek. He shows great respect for her.

MOTHER M LLER
Well if it isn'"t nmy new Catholic
son comng to call. How are you?

COACH KEN
(Questi oni ng)
Catholic son? Were did you cone
up with that?

Mot her M|l er takes his arm and nmakes her way to the chairs
in the living roomand sits down.

MOTHER M LLER
( Concer ned)
It's all over town, you know. You
were seen in the Catholic Church
gi ving confession or sonet hing.

Coach Ken sits down slowy. He is surprised by the conment.

CQACH KEN
That's just a bunch of gossip. |
did not covert. | was just neeting

with Father Shad, that's all.

MOTHER M LLER
Wiy? |'s he buying a car?
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Coach Ken is nervous about telling his nother about his
decision to coach the team He is not sure whether Mot her
MIller will approve and he would |i ke her approval. She is
the | eader of the famly and is well aware of his |ost dream
of becom ng a coach. Coach Ken stands up and | ooks out the
bay wi ndow.

COACH KEN
He wants ne to coach the Holy
Trinity basketball team They
can't afford a coach and | told
him | woul d.

MOTHER M LLER
(MIldly upset)
You are going to coach a bunch or
Catholic kids? And just how do you
think you will make a living for
your famly being a free coach?

Coach Ken | ooks back at her. He can tell she is not pleased
about his deci sion.

COACH KEN
| will be coaching a bunch of
Catholic kids after the garage is
cl osed at night.

MOTHER M LLER

(Sni del y)
And that wife of yours has
approved? How about Duane?

Coach Ken turns and | ooks at her. He is offended.

COACH KEN

Why don't you like her? | |ove her
dearly and she is a great nother
Lots of people in this town |ove
her, both Protestant and Catholic.
As far as Duane goes, if we make
nmoney, he's happy. He could care

| ess about ny coachi ng dream

MOTHER M LLER
(Condescendi nQ)
VWll she is your choice, not m ne,
so |l will stay out of it. And as
| ong as you help Duane, | wll
stay out of that, too.

Your father would not be happy

about this. He knew what people

think in this towm and how to keep
( MORE)
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MOTHER M LLER (cont"' d)
religion out of it. You are going
to make it tough for us to sel
cars by doing this.

Mot her M|l er stands and wal ks toward the kitchen. She pours
water into the pot to nmake sone tea.

MOTHER M LLER
Wul d you |ike sone tea?

We see the door shut. Coach Ken is gone.

| NT. BASKETBALL COURT | N AUDI TORI UM - DAY

The boys are winded fromrunning their 10 | aps. Coach Ken
bl ows his WH STLE

CCACH KEN
K, guys. Lets line upin a
straight line facing ne. Be about
two feet apart.

Coach Ken has a basketball under his left arm and BOUNCES it
a couple of tinmes. The boys get in a line.

ZIMjostles for the first position in line.

COACH KEN
Now | am going to pass the ball to
Zimon the left end of the line
and he is going to pass it back to
ne.

Then I wll pass it to Tegan and
he will pass it back to nme. W
will go all the way down the |ine

and then repeat until | make an
error, which probably won't
happen.

In the renpte chance it does, we
will rotate around and Zi m cones
over here. Got it?

The boys grin and LAUGH at Coach Ken's expl anati on.

COACH KEN
Ready. Go!

Coach Ken passes the ball to Zimwho passes it back. Coach
Ken passes to Tegan who passes it back. As they continue the
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drill, the auditorium door opens.

WNK conmes in and clinbs up a fewrows in the bl eachers and
sits down. Wnk watches intently. Flem ng, the |ast player
inthe line | ooks at Wnk and takes his attention off the
pass drill just as Coach Ken passes the ball to him The
ball hits Fllemng in the face.

COACH KEN
( Concer ned)
Fl em ng. You OK?

FLEM NG
Un yeah. I'"'m OK  Sorry.

COACH KEN
K. Zim you cone out here and
take ny spot. You can keep the
spot until you nmake a bad pass or
you don't catch the pass to you

Renmenber, get into your player
position...low center of gravity;
feet about shoul der |ength apart;
hands in front of your chest with
your el bows bent slightly. In this
position, you can nove quickly and

you can catch the ball better. GCot
it?

Zimcones out of the line and takes the ball. He BOUNCES it
a couple of tines and then | ooks at Wnk in the bl eachers.
The ot her boys notice, too.

Coach Ken blows his WH STLE and the drill begins.

COACH KEN
Put some zip on it Zim They'll
pi ck you off if you don't.

Coach Ken watches the drill until Zimflubs a pass. Coach
Ken points at Tegan to take Zims spot and Zimreturns to
the |ine.

COACH KEN
HOESI NG, bend your arns a little
nmore so your hands are | ocated
straight out fromthe center of
your chest.

Hoesi ng makes the changes just as the ball cones to him He
catches it quickly and passes fromthe new position with
nmor e qui ckness.
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COACH KEN
There ya go! Mich better. Doesn't
that nake it easier?

Hoesing smles and nods his head yes just as the bal
arrives again. Hoesing zips it back. You can see a smle and
his confidence is growing. Finally, Tegan nakes an error.

COACH KEN
K, speed it up. Catch it and zip
it.

The drill quickens. Coach Ken changes the drill to a bounce
pass. The rounds are made again. Coach Ken changes the dril
to alternate between a bounce pass and a chest pass. The
boys are having a good tine but are getting pretty w nded.

Coach Ken blows his WHI STLE. Just as he does, Wnk gets up
and | eaves.

COACH KEN
Now we are going to practice the
nost i nmportant shot in basketball,
free throws. A gane can easily be
won or |ost on how well you shoot
free throws. And the secret to
shooting free throws is in your
fol | owt hrough

Coach Ken takes the ball and goes over to the free throw
line. He BOUNCES it a couple of tines to get the feel of it.
Then he | ooks at the basket and executes a perfect "swoosh".
He does it 5 nore tines.

The boys watch with their nouths open.

COACH KEN
Now we are going to divide up into
two groups. One wll have three
and the other will have four.
Stand in a straight Iine and count
of f.

Tegan is first in line and hollers out "1". Zimis second
and hollers out "2". They go down the line to 7.

COACH KEN
k, 1,3, 5, and 7, you guys go to
the far goal. 2, 4, and 6 you guys
stay here. W'll put 2 on the free
throw line and 4 and 6, you guys
are rebounders for now. CGot it?
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The boys line up as instructed. As they do, we see the

audi tori um door open and Father Shad enter. He sits down on
t he bl eachers. Coach Ken bl ows his WH STLE and the free
throwdrill starts. He sees Shad and wal ks over and sits
down next to him

SHAD
Well how s ny favorite coach
doi ng? Free throw day, huh?

CQACH KEN
They are com ng along just fine.
Still doing fundanental s but they

are com ng al ong great.

SHAD
Excell ent! Have you picked out
your position players?

COACH KEN
Tegan is the qui ckest but Hoesing
may be a sleeper. | have him

hol di ng the ball and passing
correctly. Wien he gets
confortable and a little nore
confident, we could have a great
pai r of guards.

| need to work with the Flem ng
boy individually. He's our big guy
but he doesn't really use his size
and | need to get himto realize
his value. Then we will be in
pretty good shape.

It's alittle early to tell.

SHAD
| suppose so. Well the parish is
abuzz about it. The kids are
really excited and so are the
parents. | am surprised you don't
have any spect at ors.

HCESI NG
(Excited.)
Coach | got ny 10!
Hoesing trots over to the two nen. He is all smles.

COACH KEN
Good j ob.
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Shad cl aps his hands over his head.

COACH KEN
We did have one visitor today. He
canme about ten mnutes into the
practice.

SHAD
h? One of the parents?

COACH KEN
No, a boy. A teenager the sane age
as our Kkids.

SHAD
(Curi ous)
| wonder who? Al of the boys
that |I thought would want to play
are here.

Flemng is at the free throw line and can't nake one. He
takes five shots and m sses all of them Coach Ken wat ches
and then excuses hinself fromhis conversation wth Shad and
trots over by Fl em ng.

COACH KEN
Kk, let's try sonething. | want you
to pick out a spot about a foot
above the rimon the bang board.

FLEM NG
Right in the center?
COACH KEN
Yup. Right in the center.
FLEM NG
K, got it.
COACH KEN

Pretend you are bouncing a raw egg
of f that spot. You have to put it
up there with enough force to get
there, but you don't want to smash
t he egg.

Fl em ng | ooks at Coach Ken for a second and then turns his
attention to the spot on the bang board. Flem ng
concentrates. He bounces the ball three tinmes, spins it in
hi s hands, and | aunches a gentle shot that barely touches
t he bang board and goes in.
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COACH KEN
(Happy)
That, ny boy, is called touch, Now
do it 9 nore tines.

Flem ng smles as the pass cones back to him He does it
five nore tines before a m ss.

Shad puts his hand on Coach Ken's shoul der.

SHAD
Looks Ii ke things are com ng al ong
nicely. How is your business
goi ng?

COACH KEN
Slow. M brother isn't thrilled
about this but he will get over
it.

SHAD
Well you are doing the Lord' s work
so | amsure things wll inprove.

See you | ater.

Shad | eaves. Coach Ken turns and wal ks over to the cl osest
reboundi ng position as Flem ng continues to shoot free

t hrows. Coach Ken junps and rebounds for Flemng. Flemng is
having a great tinme. Flemng is nmuch taller than Coach Ken
and can't help but notice how high his coach can junp.

FLEM NG
Coach, how to do get those high
rebounds |ike that?

CQACH KEN
It doesn't matter how high the
ball is.

FLEM NG

Huh? | don't get it.

COACH KEN
Al'l you have to do is believe you
can go up there and get it.

Fl em ng | ooks at the coach. He is puzzl ed.
FLEM NG

Coach, can you show ne how to get
up there?
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Fl em ng watches intently as his coach shows himhow to stand
properly, hold his hands and how to junp. Then Coach Ken
puts Flem ng inside the key and starts throwing balls at the
back board. Flem ng is soon snatching balls out of the air
above the rim Flemng is LAUGH NG at his new found ability.

Coach Ken bl ows his WH STLE

COACH KEN
K, put out the chairs.

The boys start putting a line of chairs down the center of
the court. Al of the boys are hustling except Tegan.

COACH KEN
Tegan. Let's see sone hustle.

Tegan stops and | ooks at the coach. He is frustrated.

COACH KEN
What's wong Tegan?

TEGAN
(Frustrated)
Whol , we have been runni ng around
t hese dunb chairs for days now,
Coach. What's the point of this?
We're tired.

Coach Ken | ooks at himfor a mnute. Then he | ooks at the
ot her boys. He can see they all think the sane thing.

COACH KEN
Put the chairs away and all of you
stand between me and the far
basket .

Coach Ken | ooks at each one of themand starts to gently
BOUNCE t he bal | .

COACH KEN
Now, stop me.

Coach Ken takes off down the court around each boy, passing
the ball behind his back and dribbling with each hand. None
of the boys can stop him Coach Ken reaches the far end and
dunks it.

The boys are fl abbergasted. They stand with their nouths
open | ooking at each other and the coach.
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COACH KEN
That's why | have you do chairs.
Got it?
The boys shake their heads no, still in disbelief of what

t hey have just seen. Coach Ken wal ks off the floor and out
of the door with a basketball under his arm

| NT. HOTEL CAFE - NI GHT

W see five of the seven boys and three cheerl eaders are
crowded into three booths in the small cafe. A variety of
potato chip packages are on the table along with a few
bottl es of Coke. SINATRA MUSIC is playing in the background.
BECKER pulls on Tegan's arm

BECKER
Was that who | think it was in the
bl eachers wat chi ng us practice
t oday?

TEGAN
Yeah, that was him | heard he was
back. Not hing but trouble.

BECKY turns her head when she hears Tegan and Becker tal k.
She injects herself into the conversation.

BECKY
Who' s back? Who's wat ching
practice?

BECKER
(To Becky)
That convi ct.

CHEERLEADER 1 | eans across the booth to hear the
conversation

BECKY
(To Tegan)
What convict? You had a convict
wat chi ng practice and nobody did
anyt hi ng?

TEGAN
He's not a convict. He was in
ref orm school for sonething.

BECKER
Well that's a convict isn't it?
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TEGAN
A convict is sonebody in prison
you goof bal |

Becker and Tegan get into a friendly shoving match and stop
just as the cook | ooks up fromreadi ng the newspaper.

BECKER
Well what is he then?
STEVENS
Maybe he is reforned.
BECKER
VWll, | don't want himreformn
around ne.
BECKY
(Anxi ous)

Who are you guys tal king about?

TEGAN
That W nkl eman ki d.

BECKY
VWhat about hi nf?

Tegan puts down his Coke and turns to Becky.

TEGAN
He showed up at practice and
wat ched us for a while and then
left. He wasn't there very | ong.
don't think Coach noticed him

BECKER
Vell | noticed him And | hope to
hell he doesn't come back. He's
troubl e.

STEVENS

How do you know he's trouble? You
don't know anyt hi ng about him

BECKER
He was in reformschool wasn't he?
That's enough for ne.

STEVENS
Yeah but he is out and he is back
here and that tells nme has paid
what ever he was suppose to pay
back.



36.

The cafe door opens and Wnk wal ks in. Wnk | ooks at the
three booths full of kids. Wnk smles and then takes a seat
by hinmself at the end of the counter. Doug wal ks up to take
his order.

W NK
(Politely)
May | have a well done hanburger
and a Coke, please?

DOUG
Want pickles and onions on it?

W NK
No thank you, Sir. But sone ketsup
woul d be fi ne.

Doug stares at himfor an unconfortable second or two and
then wal ks back to the kitchen.

GOEDEN | eans over the booth whispers to Becker.

GOEDEN
| s that hinf
BECKER
That's him Now he is ruining our

pl ace.

The girls strain for a better |ook at the boy at the
counter. They don't notice that Wnk is | ooking at themin
the mrror hanging on the wall.

BECKY
(Worried)
| s he dangerous or sonething? WII
he try to kill us?

STEVENS
No, of course not. CGees. He just
got into trouble and got sent to
reform school. It's nothing.

BECKER
Ref orm school is nothing? Not at
our house. My dad said if | ever
got sent to reform school, he
woul d never talk to ne again.

STEVENS
| bet he woul d.
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BECKER
| bet he woul dn't!

STEVENS
Nah, your dad is a nice guy. He
woul dn't | eave your side just
because you nade a m st ake.
Everyone makes m st akes.

BECKER

Who fed you that crap?
STEVENS

That everyone makes m st akes?
BECKER

Yeah.
STEVENS

Coach di d.
BECKER

When did Coach tell you that?

STEVENS
When | lost ny haying job for
being late | ast Saturday. He told
me it's what you learn fromthe
m stake that's inportant. |
| earned you can't be late if you
gi ve your word.

BECKER
Wel |l you can have this guy. |
don't want nothin to do with him

Doug brings Wnk's hanburger and Coke just as the other
teens leave. Wnk is alone at the counter. SINATRA MJUSIC is
pl aying in the background.

| NT. CGROCERY STORE - DAY

We see Bun through the glass door of the little grocery
store. She has Johnny with her.

BUN
(to Johnny)
Now you keep your hands outta
stuff in here. M. Forinash wll
not be happy with us if we create
a mess.



38.

Bun unzi ps Johnny's coats, picks out a cart, and starts
doi ng her grocery shopping. As they nove around the store,
vari ous custoner greet her and sone snub her.

Johnny reaches for an apple when Bun isn't |ooking, He pulls
one off of the bottom of the produce rack which starts an
appl e aval anche.

BUN
(Very Surprised)
Ch dear!

Bun scranbles to try and catch the apples as they roll down
t he produce rack and head for the floor. Wnk steps in front
of her and wth the quickness of a cat, catches and
repositions the apples so none fall on the fl oor.

BUN
Why thank you! W woul d have had
appl es bouncing all over the place
if it weren't for you.

Wnk smles and wal ks down the aisle. The store owner, MR
FORI NASH, cones up to see what the comotion is all about.

FORI NASH
(Very Concerned)
Are you K Bun?

BUN
The Cal vary was al ready here! That
ni ce young man caught all of the
appl es before they had a chance to
fall on the floor. You should give
hima job!

Forinash smles politely and watches Wnk | eave his store.

FORI NASH
Did you find everything you
needed?

BUN
Yes, yes | did. Thanks to that
nice young man, | didn't have to

buy as many apples as | thought |
woul d have to buy.

Forinash | aughs. He pushes the cart to the checkout stand
and rings up the sale.
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FORI NASH
Well that will be $3.49 Bun. Wuld
you | i ke one of our boys to carry
your things to your car?

BUN
Actually, the car is at the garage
so if you could put them on
delivery and slide themin the
back door, that would be fine.

FORI NASH
( Concer ned)
You | eave your house unl ocked?

BUN
Way sure. There's nothing to worry
about inthis little town. W know
everyone and the nei ghbors watch
each ot her.

FORI NASH
Did you know t hat boy who hel ped
you just got out of reform school ?

BUN
(Surprised)
Wiy no | didn't! He was so polite.

FORI NASH
You can't be to careful.

Forinash takes a $5 bill from Bun and makes change. He marks
up the sack for delivery and hands it to one of the grocery
boys.

FORI NASH
You and the boy have a nice day.

BUN
(Friendly)
And you too, M. Forinash

Bun bends over and zips up Johnny'a coat and wal ks out the
door.

| NT. THE AUDI TORI UM - DAY

The boys are sitting on the basketball court in a

sem-circle. Coach Ken is sitting on the first bleacher. He
is holding a clipboard.
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COACH KEN
K, listen up. Today we are going
to start playing basketball.
Unfortunately, we don't have
enough players to play conplete
of fense and defensive teans. So we
are going to concentrate on
of fense today.

| am going to assign positions.
These assignnments are based on
your performance so far and as we
get better, things could change.
But one thing never changes. W
are a team W win as a team W
| ose as a team GCot it?

The boys | ook at each other and nod they understand.

COACH KEN
A basketball team has five
pl ayers. Two guards. Two forwards,
and a center. The center is easy.
That's Flem ng and you will soon

see why.

The starting guards are Tegan and
Hoesing. | haven't picked out
starting forwards yet so play

har d.

Now for the nonment, everybody but
Tegan and Hoesing line up in the
passing drill. Do chest passes
first, then bounce passes. Zim
you be the point. Got it?

The five boys get up and formtheir line of four wwth Zimas
the point and start the drill. Tegan and Hoesing remain
sitting on the floor.

COACH KEN
So what do you think a good guard
does?

TEGAN

Whol, he brings the ball in and
brings it down the court and takes
all of the long shots.

COACH KEN
Not exactly. Renenber Ei senhower.
You are the generals that are
going to position your armny for
MORI
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
the best attack at the basket.

That nmeans you have to be the best
ball handlers. And, that's why I
pi cked you two. Your primary job
is to nove the ball around the
floor until you find soneone open
and who can nake the best

per cent age shot.

HOESI NG
What do you nean best percentage
shot, Coach?

COACH KEN
Good question. Wuld you agree
that the closer you are to the
basket, the better your chance of
maki ng t he shot ?

HOESI NG
Vell, yeah | suppose so.

COACH KEN
Vell that woul d be your best
percent age shot--the easiest shot
for you to make, right?

The two boys | ook at each other and nod their heads.

TEGAN
So you don't want us to take
shot s?

COACH KEN

| didn't say that. If you fee

that you are in a position to take
t he best shot that has the best
chance to go in, then take it.

As they continue to talk, the door opens. Wnk enters the
gym and clinbs hal fway up the bl eachers and sits down. Coach
Ken doesn't notice but Tegan and Hoesi ng do.

COACH KEN
Anot her thing, speed sonetines
kills a ganme. It's your..

Coach Ken notices he has lost the teanis attention as they
| ook at Wnk. Coach Ken turns and | ooks.
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COACH KEN
Hey. Pay attention. W have a | ot
of work to do.

The boys return their attention to Coach Ken.

COACH KEN
As | was saying, you don't need to
be in a big hurry to get the bal
down the court unless we are down
to the | ast few seconds.

Most of the tinme, you should sl ow
t he game down and watch how t he
defense is reacting to everyone
and where our guys are. That's
when you start noving the bal
around to find a clear lane and a
good shot.

Look for m smatches. Look for

ot her players who are not guarding
our guys very close. Look at
reaction time and speed of the

def ense. When you see those

m smat ches where we can use

qui ckness, or height, or ability
to get a better percentage shot,
get the ball in there. Understand?

The boys nod and Coach Ken bl ows his WH STLE

COACH KEN
CK, do your 10 free throws.
1,2,3,4 at that end. 5,6,7 at the
ot her end. Go!

The boys split up, grab the balls, and head for their
respective goals. Coach Ken | ooks at Wnk and wal ks over to
hi m
COACH KEN
What' s your nanme son?

W NK
Bri an, Coach MIler. Brian
W nkl eman.

COACH KEN
You | i ke basketbal | ?
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W NK
Yes sir Coach Mller. | |ove
basket bal | .

COACH KEN

Are you going to start attending
school at Holy Trinity?

W NK
Yes sir, | started today.

COACH KEN
Do you want to be on our
basket bal | teanf

The boy grins. He is very excited.

W NK
Yes sir, Coach Mller, I really
want to be on your team

COACH KEN
Well go down to the | ocker room
and find the | ocker with ny nane
onit. There is a pair of white
shorts and a t-shirt. Put them on
and get back up here in a hurry.

The boy dashes down the bl eachers and out the door. The
BLEACHER RATTLI NG noi se startles the boys shooting free
throws. Everything stops.

COACH KEN
VWat? Are we practicing tinme outs
or sonething? Let's get busy out
t here.

Wnk returns wearing the white shorts and t-shirt and socks.
The boys stop and stare.

COACH KEN
K guys. This is Brian W nkl eman.
He wants to be on our team

Brian, you go shoot free throws
with those three guys. Your nunber
is 8 fromnow on. Make 10 free
throws in a row and you get to go
to the showers.
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W nk runs over and takes his position on the key next to
Stevens. Wien his turn cones, Wnk makes 10 quick free
throws and is the second one to | eave for the showers. Coach
Ken pretends not to notice until Wnk trots by him

COACH KEN
Ni ce work, Brian.

W NK
(Sm ling and happy)
Thanks Coach!

I NT. MLLER HOME - NI GHT

Bun is putting the infant in his high chair when the BACK
DOOR RATTLES. It's | ocked. Johnny runs to the door and turns
t he | ock.

JOHNNY
Daddy!
COACH KEN
Hey Johnny. How s ny boy?
JOHNNY
Fi ne.
COACH KEN
(To Bun)

VWhat's wong with the door?

BUN

Well | think maybe we should start
| ocki ng the house up. Wth all of
this commotion going on, | think
it's the smart thing to do.

COACH KEN
VWhat commoti on?

BUN
VWll | was at the grocery store
t oday and Johnny grabbed an appl e
and the rest started to spill out

onto the floor and a nice boy
hel ped ne catch them before they
did but gracious, | found out he
was a convi ct.

Bun puts her hand on the kitchen counter and | ooks at Coach
Ken.



BUN
VWhat is this world com ng to when
we have convicts running around in
the grocery store?

COACH KEN
(Teasi nQg)
| don't know but your convict
shoots free throws better than any
kid I have ever seen.

BUN
You have seen this boy shoot free
t hrows? \Were?

BUN
At practice, | put himon the
t eam
BUN
(Anxi ous)

Oh for the Pete's sake! That
convict is on your teanf

Coach Ken takes off his coat and sits down at the table.

COACH KEN
H s nane is Brian Wnkl eman. He
was in reformschool. He has
served his tine and as |ong as he
keeps his nose clean, | wll treat
himjust |ike the other boys.

BUN
Just like that?

COACH KEN
Just like that. In fact, Brian and
Fat her Shad are com ng for dinner
in about ten mnutes. What are we
havi ng?

BUN
(Upset)
They are com ng here? Toni ght? For
this?

COACH KEN
VWhat is it?

Coach Ken opens the over door and | ooks in.

45.
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BUN
Baked chi cken and ri ce.

COACH KEN
Sound perfect. Can we feed the
boys first so we have room at the
t abl e?

Bun is speechless and glaring at Coach Ken. She di shes up
two snall plates for the boys.

CQOACH KEN
Now you guys cl ean your plates and
you can listen to funny radi o when
you are done. OK Monf

Coach Ken | ooks at Bun with a sheepish grin. Finally, Bun
tosses her kitchen towel into the sink and stonps off into
the living room She sits down and holds her head for a
second then gets up and cones back into the kitchen.

BUN
Well he was very nice and hel pful
to us in the store today. Maybe
M's. Lubel ey made an apple pie
t oday.

| saw her in the store buying
apples and lard. I'll go and see
if she did and if she wll give nme
a coupl e of pieces.

Bun hurries out the back door and soon returns with an apple
pie just as there is a KNOCK on the front door. Coach Ken
opens the door with Johnny and the dog at his heels.

SHAD
Good eveni ng Kenneth. | hope this
is not to much of an intrusion.

Bun comes to the door. She is bubbly and smling.

BUN
Wiy heavens no, Father. W are
del i ghted to have you. Not hing
special for dinner mnd you.

SHAD
Why thank you, Bun. | gather you
have already net Bri an.

W nk pokes his head out from behind Shad and waves.
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W NK
H again Ms. Mller.

BUN
Nice to see you again, Brian. Cone
in. Come in!

JOHNNY
You caught all of the appl es!

W nk scoops Johnny up and holds himin his arns.

W NK
That's right little guy. Wat's
your nane?

JOHNNY
Johnny!

W NK
Vell my nanme is Brian but my good
friends call nme Wnk.

JOHNNY
Can | call you Wnk?

W NK
You sure can because we're friend
now. Ri ght?

Johnny hugs Wnk. Wnk puts Johnny down and hol ds his hand.

BUN
Come in and sit down. Dinner is
ready so | wll need to excuse
mysel f and set the table. Mke
your sel ves right at hone.

W NK
Thank you Ms. Ml ler.

Shad takes a seat in the famly rocker and Brain sits down
on the couch. Johnny sits next to him Brian brushes
Johnny's hair.

COACH KEN
So did you get the shoes, OK?
W NK
Yes sir, thank you. | wll pay you

back as soon as | can.



SHAD
(Curi ous)
Pay hi m back for what?

W NK

Coach told nme to go to the store

and get sone tennis shoes so |
could play and put themon his
account .

Bun hears the conversation and stares over her gl asses at

Coach Ken.

SHAD
And they let you do that?

W NK

Wll the store owner was a little

hesi tant know ng ny background
all, but he said if it was all

and

right wth Coach Mller, it was

all right with him

Wnk tries to laugh but it canme off as very nervous.

COACH KEN
(Supportive)

Put those shoes to good use and

your past with be a very dista
past very quickly.

SHAD
| ndeed. And fromwhat | have h
fromyour former school, you a
top notch athlete.

W NK
There were a lot of talented k
at reformschool. Sone of the
moves that some of the kids fr
Omaha could do were amazi ng.

COACH KEN
You have had sone actual gane
pl ayi ng experience?

W NK
Just ganes out in the yard dur
our free time, Coach. Nothing
struct ur ed.

Bun enters the roomand notions for al
ki t chen.

nt

eard
re a

i ds

om

i ng

to cone to the
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BUN
X di nner tine. Everyone to the
t abl e.

Al get up and go into the small kitchen table and seat
t hensel ves. The little boys are playing in the living room

W NK
Oh that snmells good, Ms. Mller.
| haven't had good honme cooking in
one year, eleven nonths, and 26
days!

There is a slight pause and then LAUGHTER

BUN
Vll you just dig in and enjoy
yoursel f. But we nust pray.

Johnny hears the word "pray"” and runs into the room stands
by Brian and bows his head.

JOHNNY
Conme Lord Jesus be our guest and
let these gifts to us be bl essed
i ncl udi ng Wnk. Anen.

W nk and Shad nmeke the Sign of the Cross and begin to eat.

BUN
Vell Brian, how have peopl e been
treating you since your return?

Coach Ken | ooks at Bun and there is a difficult silence at
t he tabl e.

BUN
VWat? Oh, I'msorry. | shouldn't
have pried into your affairs,
Bri an.

W NK
That's OK, Ms. Mller. | expect
to be put under the m croscope a
little bit. I made a m stake and
peopl e know t hat.

SHAD
| ndeed. But you have paid for your
m st ake and and peopl e should
remenber that, too.



BUN
Do you have a warm place to live
and sone good food?

Bun passes the dish of chicken to Brian.

W NK
Yes, | have a roomat ny brother's
pl ace.

COACH KEN

How about your schooling? Are you
all set with your classes and
t hi ngs?

SHAD
Actually, I would say he is a bit
ahead of the students here. The
schooling he got at the state
school was pretty good.

Perhaps a little light on religion
but we can catch up on that, right
Brian?

Wnk smles and continues to eat.

Bun | ooks
obvi ously

COACH KEN
Do you think you will be able to
get along with the team nenbers?

W NK
Sure. | need to prove nyself just
like they do. | need to | earn sone

pl aying skills, just like they do.
And | need to conpete, just |ike
t hey do.

| think | can earn their respect
by earning a position, just |ike
t hey have to.

| f you treat ne the sane as them
things wll work out.

at Coach Ken and then at the Shad. She is
i npressed with what Wnk has just said.

BUN
Brian, that's a very nmature
out| ook. You should be comended.

50.
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W NK
Thank you Ms. Mller. | have had
a long time to think about things.

Bun gets up fromthe table since everyone seens to be
finished. She clears the dirty dishes.

BUN
How about a nice piece of apple
pi e, Father?

SHAD
Delightful! | haven't had apple
pi e for nonths!

Bun puts a piece of apple pie in front of the Shad and turns
her attention to W nk.

BUN
Vell | wish | could say | nade it
but this is some of Ms. Lubeley's
pie. I should have nade a pie

since Brian and | had a good | ook
at nost of the apples at Forinash
Mar ket .

W NK
(Laughi ng)
You were actually pretty quick
w th your hands when those appl es
started falling, Ms. Mller.

BUN
Thank goodness. There were enough
appl es on the nove to nake a dozen
pi es!

Bun puts a slice of pie in front of Brian and Coach Ken. She
pours coffee.

W NK
So Coach MIller, will nmy past be a
probl em for you?

COACH KEN
Can you play basketball ?
W NK
Sure, | think so.
COACH KEN

Can you keep your nose clean?
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W NK
Yes.

COACH KEN
Do you have a thick skin?

Brian | ooks at Shad. He is not sure he understands the
guesti on.

W NK
What do you nean, thick skin?

Shad wi pes his mouth with a napkin and raises a finger in
the air.

SHAD
If I may, | would like to answer
that one. You are going to hear a
| ot of comments about your past.
Some may mnmeke you very angry.

That's exactly the reaction that
type of person wants--they want to
get under your skin, or make you
angry. You wll have to be able to
| et those comments go by and not
act on them That's what he neans
by having a thick skin.

BUN
Peopl e can be very unfair, Brian.
You wil|l be carefully watched.

W nk | ooks at Bun and then at Shad. He | ooks down at the pie
and then shifts his gaze to Coach Ken.

W NK
| want a second chance. | want to
pl ay basketball. And I will do
what it takes to acconplish that
goal .

COACH KEN
Vell then | don't see any problem

Fat her Shad pushes back fromthe table.

SHAD
Well we should be going. Bun,
t hank you so much for the dinner
and the hospitality. And thank
Ms. Lubeley for the pie. Both
wer e wonder f ul !
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Wnk takes the hint an hurries with his last bite of pie. He
pushes his chair back and stands.

W NK
Yes, thank you for having ne. And
thanks for allowing nme to play on
the team Coach. | promse | won't
| et you down.

Brian sticks his hand out toward Coach Ken. Coach Ken shakes
his hand, |ooks himin the eye, and pats hi mon the back.

Shad and Brian turn and head for the living room

BUN
| amso glad you canme over
tonight. Please feel free to stop
by anytinme. W | oved having you
bot h.

As they enter the living room Johnny runs up and grabs W nk
by the | eg.

JOHNNY
Bye W nk.
W NK
(Sm 1ing)
Bye buddy. Thanks for the dinner,
Ms. Mller. | will see you at

practice tonorrow, Coach

W nk and Shad | eave. Coach Ken cl oses the door and | ooks at
Bun.

COACH KEN
Vel | ?

BUN
VWhat a nice boy!

| NT. AUDI TORI UM BASKETBALL FLOOR - DAY

We see the boys running laps. There is a little shoving and
pushi ng goi ng on between Hoesing and Wnk. It isn't
friendly. Hoesing throws an el bow and Wnk gets a bl oody
nose.

Coach Ken bl ows his WH STLE
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COACH KEN
(Loud and angry)
Al right, everybody on the bench.
Now

He takes a towel and tosses it to Wnk who w pes his nose.

CQACH KEN
VWhat happened here?

W NK
(Hurried answer)
Not hi ng coach. It was just an
acci dent.

HOESI NG
( Sheepi shl y)
Yeah. Um acci dent.

COACH KEN
Look, we have a gane in exactly
three days. |If you guys are not
going to work as a team then get
out of here and I will find sone
pl ayers who want to work as a
team GCot it?

The boys | ook at each other and down at the floor for a
second.

Coach Ken puts his hand on his hips and stares at the boys.
He is clearly annoyed at what has happened. He | ooks
intimdating as he wal ks al ong the bench.

HOESI NG
We got it, Coach.

W NK
Got it, Coach.

Coach Ken relaxes a bit and turns back to his clipboard and
the plan for the day.

COACH KEN
Ok, we are going to do a chair
drill today w thout the chairs.

Two of you are going to take the
ball down the court and one of you
is going to be in between.

The guy in between has to run
backwards and try to pick off the
passes between the other two.
Those two cannot hold the bal

( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
nore than two dribbles, got it?

The guys nod and nake coments that they understand the
drill.

BECKER
(Rai ses hand)
Coach, does the guy in the mddle
have to stay in the mddle or can
he get in the ball handler's face?

COACH KEN
You can do anything except foul.
The object here is to learn howto
pass between each ot her on
of fense, and to pick off the bal
of defense.

Hoesi ng and Wnk are first up on
of fense. Tegan, you are in the
m ddl e on defense. Co.

The players take their position. Coach Ken passes the bal

to Hoesing. Tegan imediately runs up to Hoesing but Hoesing
throws a BOUNCE PASS under Tegan's armto Wnk. Tegan goes
after the ball and Wnk. Wnk DRIBBLES but Tegan sl aps the
ball away. Coach MIler blows the WH STLE

COACH KEN
W nk, why did you |ose the ball?

W NK
| don't know, Coach.

COACH KEN
You | ost it because you were
wat chi ng the ball and not Tegan.
You need to know where the other
pl ayers are and devel op confi dence
in your ball handling ability
enough that you don't need to | ook
at the ball.

OK. Sane group. Start over. o!

W nk DRI BBLES the ball twice as Tegan runs to him Wnk
throws a high pass to Hoesing. Tegan runs after Hoesing, but
before he gets there, Hoesing passes the ball back to W nk.
Tegan runs at Wnk but Wnk pivots and passes to Hoesi ng who
makes a | ayup.
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COACH KEN
Ni ce nove. Good | ayup. CGoeden
inside, Stevens in the mddle, Zim
out si de. Co!

The next three start the drill. Stevens interceps the pass
fromZim

Coach Ken bl ows the WH STLE

COACH KEN
What happened Zi n?

ZI M
| threw a bad pass | guess.

COACH KEN
Stevens, cone here. Stand there.
K, Zim you were here. Stevens
had his arns up and you threw a
hi gh pass.

He was in perfect position to
intercept it. If you had used a
bounce pass under his arns, he
woul d not have had a chance to get
it. Got 1t?

ZIM
Yeah, got it.

COACH KEN
Look at what's happeni ng around
you and anticipate. Throw a head
fake and watch what the player
does.

Use your bal ance to throw off
their bal ance. Then, take

advant age of the opportunities you
get. Got it?

ZI M
Got it!

COACH KEN
K Zimon the outside. Let's see.
Fl em ng. You take the m ddl e.
Goeden take the inside. Co.

Coach Ken | ooks up fromhis clipboard and wi nks at Fl em ng
as Flem ng sets up between the other two boys.
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Tegan trots over by Stevens and | ooks at Stevens and
whi spers.

TEGAN
(Sm ling)
Flemng is going to fall right on
his butt. Bet you a Coke.

Stevens | ooks at Tegan and smles just as the Coach bl ows
the WH STLE

Fl em ng noves in on Zi mwho bounce passes to Goeden. Flem ng
adj usts but arrives late just as a pass goes over his

shoul der back to Zim Flem ng stunbles a little but keeps
his balance just as Zimpulls up and | aunches a junp shot.
Flem ng turns, watches the ball, and leaps into the air and
grabs the ball before it gets to the rim

TEGAN
(Mout h open)
Cees! What was that!

STEVENS
(Laughi ng)
That was you | osing a Coke!

Coach Ken chuckles as he | ooks at Flemng. Flem ng is amazed
wi th his own perfornmance.

COACH KEN
| think we have a center. OK, free
throws and hit the showers.

Tonorrow we are going to do sone
four on four work so we can
practice both offense and defense.

| amreally pleased with your
effort.

The boys break, four to each end and start free throw
practice. Bun cones through the door with the boys. Johnny
runs over to his dad but Wnk scoops himup and tickl es
before he gets there. The boy 4d GGES.

W NK
How s ny little buddy today?
_ JOHNNY
(G ggling)

l'mfine Wnk!



W NK
Should I stuff you up in that
basket or give you to your dad?

JOHNNY
Daddy!

He puts the boy on his shoulders and trots over to the

coach.

W NK
Got a package for you Coach

He slips the boy off his shoulders and gives himto the
coach and rejoins the three other boys at the free throw

| ane.

Soon,

the last to | eave.

al |

GOEDEN
(To Teagan)
Wl |l check out M. Brown-noser.

TEGAN
Yeah, | heard he was over at the
Coach's house last night with
Fat her Shad.

GOEDEN
You watch, he'll win his starting
guard position with brown-nosing
and not ability. You just watch.

COACH KEN
(To Goeden)
Less tal k and nore baskets pl ease.
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of the boys are headed for the shower. Flemng is

Fl em ng shoul der.

CQACH KEN
You surprised a few people
tonight. Did you surprise

yoursel f?

FLEM NG
Ki nda Coach. But | just did what
you told nme | could do. | went up

and got it. Thanks!

CQACH KEN
Yes you did. You certainly did.

The coach wal ks over and puts his hand on
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| NT. RECTORY - DAY
Shad conmes out of his office. He is in a big hurry.

SHAD
(Hol I ars)
Ms. Shoemaker! M©Ms. Shoenaker
are you in the Rectory?

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Agitated)
Land sakes, Father. | amright
behi nd you. You don't need to
holl er out like that. The
Monsi gnor i s taking his nap.

Shad turns to find the housekeeper standing right behind him
wi th her hands resting on her hips.

SHAD
Oh, excellent! There you are. Can
you get your sewing kit and neet
me outside please? W are going
to the Auditoriumfor a while.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
Wiy are we going to the Auditorium
and why would | need ny sew ng
t hi ngs?

SHAD
Just get your things and I'lIl tel
you later. Meet nme outside with
Sister Mary Elizabeth.

MRS. SHOEMAKER

(Qui zzi ng)
Sister Mary Elizabeth is going
W th us?
SHAD

Yes, if we ever get going. Now
pl ease, let's make tracks so we
can get this project done.

MVRS. SHOEMAKER
VWhat project?

Shad gently takes her by the shoul ders and turns her toward
t he door.

SHAD
Hurry al ong now.
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Shad hurries down the porch stairs. A young nun in ful
habit waits for himat the curb

S| STER MARY
Hel | o Fat her.

SHAD
Hell o Sister Mary. Ms. Shoenmaker
will be along in a mnute. Have
you seen the Kuchta boy and his
truck?

S| STER MARY
Wiy no Father, | haven't.

We hear a MOTOR REWI NG and GEARS GRINDI NG (OC). Soon, the
old truck cones around the corner and parks in front of the
Rectory. M's. Shoenmaker cones out of the rectory with her
sew ng bag. She is hurrying and sonewhat stressed.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Gumy) o
We are not all going to fit into
that old truck, Father! And that
boy may not have enough sense to
drive properly anyway.

Shad takes M's. Shoemaker by the arm and gui des her around
to the passenger door of the truck. He opens the door and
hel ps her into the seat.

MVRS. SHOEMAKER
(Agitated)
Were are you and Sister Mary
El i zabeth going to sit? 1Is there
anot her car comng? Is this boy
saf e?

SHAD
Yes, yes, Ms, Shoenaker, we'll
all be safe and the boy is an
excel l ent driver.

Shad goes to the back of the truck and drops the tail gate.
He pushes sone tree |inbs out of the way and brushes off the
tailgate and notions for the sister to sit down. She does.
He sits down next to her.

SHAD
(Loud)
Ok Tegan, let her rip! I nean,
drive on. Carefully of course.
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The boy gives a thunbs up through the wi ndow, GRINDS the old
truck into gear and lets out the clutch. The truck | eaps
forward and then goes down the street with the nun's habit
flapping in the breeze. Ms. Shoemaker clutches her sew ng
kit for dear life. The truck parks in front of the

Audi tori um

Tegan hel ps M's. Shoemaker out of the truck, takes her by
the arm and hel ps her up the steps. Shad funbles with sone
keys and finally opens one of the big doors. They follow him
to the I ocker room It snells nusty and it shows on Ms.
Shoenaker's face as she | ooks around.

MVRS. SHOEMAKER
VWhat filthy place is this Father?

SHAD
It's our basketball team s | ocker
room and we have a lot of work to
do here, Ms. Shoenuker.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
VWhat ki nd of work?

Shad opens an old box and takes out sone tattered red and
white jerseys. They are torn and the nunber needs to be
re-stitched. They are dirty and snell.

SHAD
This kind of work, Ms. Shoenaker.
W need to conme up with 8 sets of
jerseys and 8 pairs of shorts.

Ms. Shoenaker takes the jersey and holds it up to the
light. She exam nes it carefully and then another one. Shad
puts his head through one of the jerseys as she holds it up.

MRS. SHOEMAKER
(Di sgust ed)
These are beyond repair, Father.
And, they are too filthy for young
boys to wear.

SHAD
Surely there is no sewi ng and
cl eani ng project beyond your
ability, Is there?

She | ooks at the Father and then at the nun who has a big
smle on her face.
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MRS. SHOEMAKER
You'll have to call Bessie
Rossiter and Buela Finch, too, to
help nme if you want these stitched
and washed properly. They snell ta
hi gh heaven!

Shad claps his hands and smles. He shakes Ms. Shoenaker's
shoul ders as he starts out of the little room

SHAD
And a good snell that is! Sister
Mary and Tegan are at your service
M's. Shoemaker. Just ask themto
fetch what you need.

M's. Shoemaker nods her head yes as she opens her sewing kit
and starts to thread sone white thread through her sew ng
needl e. Shad dashes up the steps and is very delighted with
hi msel f. He hears Ms. Shoenaker barking orders to Tegan.

MRS. SHCOEMAKER

(Stern and

filtered)
Now young man, do you know where
Buel a Finch and Bessie Rossiter
live and can you go get them and
not scare the life out of them
bri ngi ng them back here like you
did ne?

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Coach Ken cones in as usual for his norning coffee and takes
a seat at the counter

DOUG
Mor ni ng Ken. Coffee?

CQACH KEN
Yes sir, please Doug.

Doug brings the napkin, cup and spoon and pours the coffee.

DOUG
Wrd on the street is you are
going to kick the crap out of St.
Franci s tonorrow.

COACH KEN
Vell they seemto be a pretty good
ball club fromwhat | hear. And ny
boys are a bit new at this so who
( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)

knows what w Il happen. | hope
they just play as well as they
can. That's all 1 can ask.

Doug | eans down on the counter and | ooks Coach Ken in the
eye.

DOUG
(Al nost whi speri ng)
What folks really want is for you
and Jefferson to face off in the
county chanpi onshi p gane.

COACH KEN
That's five weeks off, Doug. |
wll be pleased with a win
t onmor r ow.

JEFFERSON DAD wal ks by and stops. He | ooks at Coach Ken in
an aggressive way.

JEFFERSON DAD
So you and your Catholic boys are
pl aying St. Francis, huh. Well
hope you get the crap beat out of
you.

Coach Ken turns around on his stool and is about ready to
stand up 1st Fan steps in front of him

1ST FAN
(Stern to
Jef f erson Dad)
That m ght happen but if you don't
get your ass through that door
right now, you'll get the crap
ki cked out of you.

The two nen go nose to nose for a mnute.

DOUG
Now now, boys, we'll have none of
that in ny place. Take it out on
the street if you' ve got a beef.

Coach Ken stands up and puts his armin front of 1st Fan and
| ooks Jefferson Dad in the eye.

COACH KEN
Let himtal k. The boys and | wll
have our say on the basket bal
floor.
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JEFFERSON DAD
You forgot where you cane from you
Catholic lover. | hope you get
beat .

COACH KEN
Come watch the ganme and sit on the
St. Francis side. You wll have
plenty of friends there, |'msure.

Jefferson Dad turns and wal ks out of the cafe. He bunps into
Shad and says nothing to him Shad barely notices the snub
as he spots Coach Ken.

SHAD
Ah there's ny favorite coach! You
shoul d see what Ms. Shoenmaker and
her two lady friends are doing
with the old uniforms. They | ooks
al nost brand spanki ng new

COACH KEN
Good deal . Now | hope they play
i ke old veterans.

The men LAUGH and sit down and continue tal king and drinki ng
coffee. The Jefferson dad stands outside and gl ares through
t he wi ndow at them

| NT. AUDI TORI UM LOCKER - DAY

Coach Ken wal ks into the | ocker room The boys are suiting
up for the final practice before their first gane.

COACH KEN
X, listen up. This is the
starting lineup for tonorrow.
Tegan and Hoesi ng at guard; Zim
and Stevens at forwards; and
Fl em ng at center.

There are only eight of us so you
are all going to play so be
prepared to go in at anytine.

He picks up a brown box from under the bench and opens it.

COACH KEN
Here's our uniforms. No, they
aren't new. But keep in mnd, Ms.
Shoemaker and sone ot her | adies
were sitting here nost of the day
( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
to get these ready for us.

Wrk it out who gets what nunber.
| think we should start a
tradition and wear your shirt to
cl ass and around town on gane day.

Just don't get into a fight and
ruin the shirt with a bunch of
bl ood. Got it?

The boys | ook at each ot her and LAUGH and | ook back at the
coach.

COACH KEN
Eat something |ight tonorrow at
about five or so. Get a good
night's sleep tonight.

That means in bed before ten
tonight. And yes, maybe | wll
drive downtown after that to see
if you got the nmessage.

Renmenber, wn or |ose, we do so
wth class. | repeat, we do so
wth class. It does no good to
participate in sports if you are
not going to be a sportsnan.

Don't let me see you throw ng any
punches. Don't let me hear you
usi ng any foul |anguage. You
represent Holy Trinity and |
expect you to represent it well.

Zimraises his hand. The coach stops and points at him

ZI M
Lots of Catholic teans pray and
make the Sign of the Cross before
t hey play and when they shoot free
throws and stuff, but since you
are not Catholic, do you want us
not to do that?

COACH KEN
| want you to practice your faith
and honor it. Don't ever be afraid
of who you are. Be proud of it.

Tegan rai ses his hand.



The boys |

The coach

66.

TEGAN
Un what tinme do you want us to be
here?

COACH KEN
Tip-off is at seven so be here at
six. | want to be doing pre-gane
wor kout upstairs at 6: 30.

Any nore questions?
ook at each other and indicate no to the coach.

COACH KEN
K, pick out a nunber and a pair
of shorts and be upstairs in ten
m nutes. We are going to do a
[ight workout; just a few | ayups
and a coupl e of I aps.

turns and | eaves the room Stevens |ooks in the

box and takes out the eight shirts. The nunbers are 3,8, 11
15, 16, 20, 21, and 22.

TEGAN
They all the sane size?

STEVENS
Looks like it except for 22. It's
ki nda | ong.

FLEM NG
Well then that one is m ne.

GOEDEN
| want 3.

Stevens throws 22 to Flem ng and 3 to Goeden.

TEGAN
| want 8.
ZI M
So do |I!
STEVENS

Anybody got a coin? That's the
only fair way to decide.

Becker digs into his pants pocket and cones up with a penny

and hands

it to Stevens.
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STEVENS
(To Tegan)
Call it in the air.

Stevens flips the coin in the air.

TEGAN
Tai | s!

The coin LANDS on the fl oor.

STEVENS
lt's heads.

Stevens picks up the shirt with 8 on it and tosses it to
Zi m

TEGAN
Just toss "emout. Who cares. It's
just a nunber.

The others nod in agreenent. Tegan ends up with 21; Becker
with 11; Stevens with 20; Goeden with 16. Shirt 15 sits on
t he bench.

STEVENS
W nk, here's your shirt. Nunber
15.

Wnk is going through the remaining shirts in a big box in
the back. Finally, he pulls out a tattered one. The nunber
is 25.

W NK
| am going to wear this one.

STEVENS
You can't wear that one, W nk.
It's all ripped to crap and it
stinks! Gees.

W NK
"1l fix it and wash it tonight.
It will be fine.

St evens shrugs his shoul ders. The rest of the boys put on
their shirts and head for the court.

Coach Ken is looking at his clipboard when the boys cone in.
He doesn't pay nuch attention as they start doing | aps.

FLEM NG
How many | aps, Coach?
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CQACH KEN
Five. Then split up and shoot
| ayups for a bit. He | ooks up as
t he boys run by and then he
notices the shirt Wnk is wearing.

He waits until after the |aps are done.

COACH KEN
W nk. Cone here for a second.

W nk drops out of the |layups and trots over to the Coach.
CCACH KEN

Wasn't there a better shirt in the
batch than that one? It's pretty

beat up.
W NK
| want this one, Coach. I'll wash
it and fix it up tonight. |
prom se.
COACH KEN

Ok, but if it doesn't |ook any
better than it does now, you wear
the ot her nunber. Got it?

W NK
(Sm ling)
Got it, Coach.

I NT. FI RST BASKETBALL GAME - NI GHT

The bl eachers are full of fans from both schools. The
cheerl eaders are lined up by the door and the team enters.
The crowd erupts with APPLAUSE and CHEERS. The team starts
doing layup drills as Coach Ken goes to the scorer's table
with his line-up informati on. The other teamenters to
APPLAUSE fromtheir fans. Their coach conmes over to the
scorer's table.

The two coaches shake hands and visit for a second or two.
Two referees cone in and shake hands with the coaches. One
ref blows a WHI STLE and takes the gane ball to center court.
Both teans go to the bench for final instructions.

COACH KEN
K, don't get in a big hurry. Cet
the ball and bring it down court
and work it around until you get a
good shot. WAit for the good shot.
( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
You are generals, OK? Go!

STEVENS
Shoul d we pray now, Coach?

COACH KEN
Sure. Go ahead.

The boys circle around and do the Sign of the Cross and say
a short prayer. They break and five go to the floor. The
ot her team breaks and goes to the floor.

Flem ng and the opposite center shake hands at center court.
The ref steps in with the ball and throws it up in the air.
Flemng tips it to Tegan. The opposite teamruns to defend

its goal as Tegan brings the ball down court.

Tegan passes the ball to Hoesing. Hoesing | ooks around and
stops as he crosses center court. He passes it back to
Tegan. Tegan is abeamthe key and pulls up and takes a junp
shot. It's an air ball. The other teamrecovers and through
snappy passing, go down court and score an easy | ayup.

COACH KEN
(Encour agi ng)
Take your tinme! Wrk the ball and
wait for a good shot! Be general s!

Tegan passes the ball in to Stevens. Stevens DRI BBLES the
ball down court using a high rolling style dribble. He is
stiff-legged as he cones down the court. The opposing pl ayer
conmes up and challenges him He slaps the ball away from
Stevens and gets control of it and nmake an easy | ayup.

TEGAN
(To Stevens)
VWhat are you doing? Protect the
damm ball. Ceesh

STEVENS
(To Tegan)
You ain't so hot either.
TEGAN
Well | ain't that bad, God damm t!

The ref hears the conmment and bl ows his WH STLE and char ges
Tegan with a technical foul. The crowd BOOS. Coach Ml er
waves his hand at W nk.



70.

COACH KEN
(To W nk)
In for Tegan. Take your tine.
Bring it down and work it around
and | ook for a good shot. Got it?

W nk nods his head. He goes to the scorers table and sits
kneels down in front of it. The other team s player is alone
at the foul line and makes the technical shot. The HORN

bl ows and Wnk trots out onto the floor and points at Tegan.

Tegan rai se his hands in disgust and heads for the bench and
sits down at the end. He puts a towel over his head and

| ooks at the floor. Coach Ken reaches over and pulls at his
jersey. He bends over two players, and tal ks to Tegan.

COACH KEN
(To Tegan)
Learn anyt hi ng?

TEGAN
Yeah, | gotta big nouth, Coach.

CQACH KEN
What about ball handl i ng?

Tegan takes the towel off of his head and | ooks at the
coach.

TEGAN
Whol , what do you nean?

COACH KEN
You guys are standing stiff as a
board out there. Get into a
position where you can nove and
dri bbl e properly.

You have the quickness to do a | ot
better than that. And take your
time! There is no hurry right
now. Take your tine!

TEGAN
Whol , Coach, we are behind five ta
nothin'. Don't we have to catch up
qui ck?

CQACH KEN
You will if you take your tinme and
wait for good shots and get back
down on defense quickly. You won't
if you take bad shots and watch

( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
themrun by you. Got it?

Wnk brings the ball down and is slowi ng the gane down.
There are cat-calls fromthe crowd calling him"jail bird"
but he doesn't pay any attention. He works the ball around
and it comes back to himjust as a | ane opens up to Flem ng
under the basket. He executes a BOUNCE PASS and Fl em ng
makes the | ayup.

COACH KEN
(To Tegan)
Ok, get back in there and keep
your mouth shut. Got it?

TEGAN
Got it, Coach.

Tegan gets up and goes the the scorers table to check in.
W nk conmes out.

COACH KEN
(To W nk)
Good job in there.

The teaminproves their scoring and ball handling but by
hal ftime,they are down by 13. They | ook dejected in the
| ocker room Coach Ken talks to them about the gane so far.

COACH KEN
The difference in this game right
now i s you guys are stiff. You
don't put yourselves into a
position where you can react
qui ckly.

They are beating us in every phase
of the gane. They are beating us
because you are not relying on
good fundanental s. Let's get back
to good fundanentals. And, let's
have sone fun. Got it?

TEGAN
Whol , do we | ooks that bad, Coach?

COACH KEN
No you don't | ook that bad. You
| ook tense. You look stiff. You
| ook |i ke you are not having fun.
You | ook like you are afraid to
| ose. Loosen up, concentrate on
good fundanental s, have fun and

( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
guess what w Il happen?

TEGAN
W'll win?
COACH KEN
Time will tell. But | can assure

you of one thing, you will becone
a good basketball team If you
play to your potential and a
little beyond, that's all | can
ask. Now let's go up there and get
back in this gane. Go!

The boys file out of the dressing roomand hurry up the
steps to the playing floor. Coach Ken grabs Flem ng by the
arm

COACH KEN
You've had a great first half. Now
t ake ownershi p under the basket.
Their guy doesn't have near the
ability you have. Get position on
him Use your body to block him
out. Get in his face. Got it?

FLEM NG
(Sm ling)
Got it, Coach.

The boys are able to nove within 5 points of the other team
but that is as close as it gets. They | ose 43-48.

Fat her Shad conmes up to Coach Ken as he heads for the door.

SHAD
A good start none the |ess.

They hear a voice fromthe crowd.

ANGRY FAN
Stick to selling cars. You are a
| ousy excuse of a coach.

JEFFERSON DAD
Maybe you need sone nore jail
birds. O nmaybe you need to get
rid of the one you have.

SHAD
Pay them no m nd.
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He pats Coach Ken on the shoul der.

SHAD
So, what did you see?

COACH KEN
Fundanment al s need nore work. They
weren't having fun. | think we

have sone good pl ayers, nmaybe even
a couple of great ones but they
need to have nore confidence in
their ability.

SHAD
Anything | can do to hel p?

COACH KEN
Maybe you could join ne on the
bench and keep the positives

goi ng.

They can get pretty down on

t henmsel ves and when | am
concentrating on the gane, | don't
pass on postive conplinents that
will help them devel op their

confi dence.

SHAD
| can do that!
COACH KEN
Geat. Wll | need to say a couple

of things before they get in the
showers and on their way. They
pl ayed a good first game. | am
optimstic.

Shad waves goodbye as the coach goes to the |ocker room The
crowd continues to file out into the night.

EXT. AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

The crowd is gone as Coach Ken wal ks up the steps to the
mai n doors of the auditorium Bun stands by the door,
hol di ng Johnny's hand.

BUN
Are you di sappoi nt ed?
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COACH KEN
No, not really. They just need
more work on fundanental s and need
to | oosen up a bhit.

JOHNNY
( Sad)
Daddy, you | ost.

He kneels down to his son so he can look himin the eye.

COACH KEN
Yes we did, son. Sonetines that
happens and sonetines that wll
hel p you be better. And when that
happens, you will wn.

The coach puts his hand out, pal mup, and the boy slaps it.

Coach Ken pushes the door open and they walk to the car
parked by the Ford garage. The car has two flat tires.

COACH KEN
(Angry) _
Great. Just great. | w sh those

cowards woul d | ook ne in the eye
when t hey have sonething to say.

He takes out his keys and wal ks over to the garage opens the
showr oom door .

COACH KEN
We'l|l |eave the car here and |
wi |l have the guys deal with it in
the norning. 1'll get sonething
el se. Wait here.

He | ooks around to make sure there are no threats as he
enters the showoom Soon, one of the big blue doors opens
and he backs the wecker out onto the street. He grabs
Johnny and puts himin and helps his wife get into the cab.
He gets in and backs up and starts down the street.

As they pass the grocery store, he sees a boy DRIBBLING a
basketball in an enpty parking lot. It's cold outside and he
wonder s about the boy but needs to get his wife and son
home. They drive through town and arrive at the house. He
grabs Johnny and they go inside.

COACH KEN
'l be back in a few m nutes.
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BUN
( Concer ned)
Where are you going at this hour?

Coach Ken doesn't answer. He wal ks out into the night.

EXT. DOMNTOM - NI GHT

Coach Ken clinbs into the wecker and drives away. Soon, he
drives into the grocery store parking lot. The headlights
light up Wnk who is still there DRIBBLING the ball. Wnk
stops dribbling and | ooks at the truck as Coach Ken gets out
and wal ks over to him

COACH KEN
What are you doi ng out here at
this hour? You should be hone in
bed.

W NK
| know, Coach but | need to
practice so we can get better

CCACH KEN
Well for now, go honme and get to
bed. There will be plenty of tinme
to practice next week.

Coach Ken turns around and wal ks back toward the wrecker.

W NK
But Coach, | don't want to be as
good as the other guys, | want to

be as good as you. Show ne how to
dri bble. Please?

Coach Ken stops and turns around. He | ooks at the boy
standing in the night air with a big smle on his face. H s
breath is white against the cold night air.

COACH KEN
G ve ne the ball.

W nk passes the ball to him

COACH KEN
| keep telling you guys to get in
a position where you can do two
t hi ngs, nove qui ckly and control
t he ball.

That nmeans you have to bend your
knees, keep your feet about
( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
shoul der wi de, and keep your hands
in front of you so you can react.

He watches Wnk change into that position and at the sane
time, he throws a hard pass at him Wth the quickness of a
cat, Wnk catches the ball.

COACH KEN
Now dri bble it and cone at ne.

The boy starts to DRI BBLE the ball but he is rolling it. The
coach sl aps the ball away.

COACH KEN
You are rolling the ball up here
not dribbling down by your wai st
where you can control it better

Plus, are using the palmof you
hand to control it. Use the touch
of your fingers and keep the bal
low to the ground and close to
you, like this.

Coach Ken DRI BBLES the ball and as he does, he nobves the
ball closer to the ground until the ball is just a couple of
i nches above the concrete.

COACH KEN
You can't do this when you rol
the ball. You can when you feel
the ball in your fingertips. Got

it?
Wnk smles as he watches the exhibition.

W NK
| think so.

Coach Ken passes the ball to Wnk. Wnk DRIBBLES with the
new t echni que. He gets down to about a foot above the
pavenent before he | oses control

COACH KEN
Good. That's good! Can you feel
the difference?

W NK
Yeah!

Coach Ken | ooks around and notices the end of the | ot has
posts surrounding the | ot about four feet apart.
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COACH KEN
Practice going around these posts
until you can do it quickly and
not | ose control. Wth each post,
dribble the ball a little | ower.
You will learn howto control it
better. Like this.

Coach Ken takes the ball fromhimand trots over to line up
with the posts. He starts the drill just as described and at
the end he is DRI BBLI NG about a foot above the pavenent. He
| ooks at Wnk as he does a BOUNCE PASS behind his back to
Wnk. Wnk is amazed.

W NK
(Softly)
WOw.

COACH KEN
No wow about it. It's practice.
It's determ nation. Devel op your
skills. Then you'll have the
confidence to be a great player.

Coach Ken wal ks back to the running wecker and opens the
door. Before he get in, he | ooks back at W nk.

COACH KEN
Now don't stay out half the night.
Go hone and get sone rest. You
can't dribble a ball if you freeze
your fingers off. Got it?

Wnk smles and puts the ball against his side and | ooks at
Coach Ken.

W NK
Yeah, | got it Coach. Good night!

Coach Ken gets into the wecker and backs out of the |ot and
starts down the street. Wnk watches and then he |ines up
with the posts and starts the drill. He loses control of the
ball after three posts but inmediately goes back and starts
over. He keeps going and trying.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY
DOUG

Cof fee Ken? O do you need a
pi ece of raw nmeat for your wounds?
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COACH KEN
(Laughs)
Coffee is fine, Doug.

Doug pours the coffee and | eans down on an el bow.

DOUG
Wel |l what did you think? Can you
whi p theminto shape to beat
Jefferson in the county
t our nanent ?

COACH KEN
That's so far away right now, |
don't even have a reasonable
answer for you.

A passing man butts in.

JEFFERSON DAD
You ain't got an answer for
anything. You ain't nothing but a
jail bird Catholic |over and a
pi ss poor excuse of a coach in the
first place.

Iffn" you even get by the first
round of county, Jefferson wll
beat your bunch of bunms by thirty
poi nts.

Doug straightens up and | ooks at the man.

DOUG
Now none of that stuff here. CQut!

The man stares at Doug for a second. Coach Ken turns around
in his seat and starts to get up but Doug grabs himby the
shoul der.

DOUG
Don't bother, Ken. | amsure he is
in a hurry to | eave.

The man | ooks at Coach Ken and back at Doug and | eaves the
cafe just as the COUNTY SHERI FF wal ks in.

SHERI FF
Just the man | want to see.

The sheriff pats Ken on the shoulder and sits down at the
counter next to him



DOUG
You ain't going to arrest himfor
| osing a ball gane are you?

SHERI FF
(Laughs)
No, just need to chat with Ken for
a second.

Doug pours the Sheriff a cup of coffee and goes about his
busi ness.

COACH KEN
Did you see the gane | ast night?

SHERI FF
No, got called out on a car weck
over by Fordyce. Didn't get back
until after the gane.

COACH KEN
Anyone hurt?

SHERI FF
A few cuts and scrapes. Not hing
bi g. Lucky bunch. There were three
of themand they rolled a couple
of tines.

Say, that Wnkleman kid is on your
teamisn't he?

COACH KEN
Yup. | think he's a good kid and
he could be a great basket bal
pl ayer.

SHERI FF
Wl |l maybe not for a couple of
days. He got roughed up pretty bad
| ast ni ght.

Coach Ken puts down his coffee cup and pays very close
attention to the Sheriff.

COACH KEN
s he OK? How bad is he? | saw
hi m maybe m dni ght or so?

SHERI FF
No, this happened early this
nor ni ng. He was bouncing a
basketbal |l in the market parking
| ot and soneone went after him

( MORE)
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SHERI FF (cont' d)
wth a baseball bat. He's over at
Doc Dorsey's place right now.

Coach Ken gets up and hurries out the door. The Sheriff
follows. They wal k the block to Doc Dorsey's office.

COACH KEN
(To receptionist)
Is Brian Wnklenman in with the
Doc?

The RECEPTI ONI ST nods and poi nts down the hallway at the
second door. Coach Ken and the Sheriff walk down the hall to
the treatnment room DOC DORSEY is just com ng out.

COACH KEN
How s Bri an?

DCC
Vell if he wasn't such a tough
young kid, | would say he was not

to good. But he has nostly

brui ses. He could have a cracked
rib but I got that taped up. Go on
in. He's getting dressed.

The Doc pushes the door open. Brian is buttoning his torn
shirt and | ooks at the Coach Ken and the Sheriff. He forces
asmle. Heis in sonme pain

CQACH KEN
VWhat happened?

W NK
(Struggle to | augh)
| wal ked into a baseball bat,
Coach.

COACH KEN
Who did this?

W NK
| don't know him | didn't get a
good | ook at hi m anyway.

COACH KEN
Look, if you know who did this,
tell the Sheriff. W don't need
peopl e |ike that wal king the
streets.
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Wnk buttons his shirts and slips off the examtable. He
reaches for his coat but flinches when he tries to put it
on. Coach Ken grabs the coat and hel ps Wnk put it on.

SHERI FF
Son, if you know who did this,
tell nme.

W NK

| really didn't get a good | ook
Sir. He cane at ne fromthe back
| really don't know.

SHERI FF
Well if you renmenber sonething,
you cone tell me, OK?

W nk nods his head and he follows the sheriff out the door.

CQACH KEN
"1l give you a ride hone.

W NK
Can | get aride to school? I want
to go to cl ass.

COACH KEN
K, but if you start to feel bad,
have the school call nme and | w |
cone and get you, K?

They | eave the doctor's office and wal k across the street to
the car. Coach Ken opens the passenger door for Wnk. Wnk
gets in. Coach Ken | ooks across the street at the Sheriff
who has backed out of his parking place and stopped.

SHERI FF
| f you can get anything out of
him let me know. | need to visit

with that kid beating coward.

Coach Ken nods yes and gets into the car. They drive to the
school . Coach Ken hel ps Wnk out of the car and opens the
door for him His teammates surround him Coach Ken goes
back to his car and drives off.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

A nonth has passed. It's winter and it is snow ng outside.
Coach Ken wal ks into the coffee shop.
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DOUG
Cof f ee there Coach Ken?

CCQACH KEN
Yes, sir buddy.

Doug brings Coach Ken's coffee and napkin and pours. Then he
| eans down on his elbowto visit quietly.

DOUG
Wrd is you have a new of fense
cooked up using Wnk and you are
going to clean Jefferson's clock
in the tournament. |Is Wnk healthy
and ready to go?

COACH KEN
Better check your sources a little
closer. | haven't seen Jefferson

pl ay but | hear they a good bal
teamright now. And yes, Wnk is
ready to go. He's fine.

DOUG
You haven't | ost since that first
gane. Your kids are six and one.
They are really playing great
ball. Especially Wnk. Were did
that kid learn how to dribble a
basketbal | |ike that?

COACH KEN
In the grocery store parking |ot,
| think. He works hard at it and
frankly, | amreally surprised at
what he has done. That's quite a
clinmb for a kid on the bottom
rung.

Doug | ooks around to nake sure all of his custoners are
served properly. He nakes eye contact with Jefferson Dad.

DOUG
Did they ever get that guy who
beat hi m up?

COACH KEN
No. | think Wnk knows who did it.
He has sonething to prove and is
proving it on the basket bal
court.



Jefferson

Dad gets up and takes his coffee to the seat

to Coach Ken.

Coach Ken

DOUG
Opps. Conpany com ng.

| ooks around and sees the man com ng.

JEFFERSON DAD
Mnd if | sit here?

COACH KEN
No, suit yourself.

JEFFERSON DAD
My son plays for Jefferson.

COACH KEN
| heard that. | understand he's a
pretty good little guard.

JEFFERSON DAD
Yeah, | ampretty proud of him
Keeps his nose clean. Gets good
grades. Headin' for college next
year.

COACH KEN
VWll that's good. That's what it
is all about.

JEFFERSON DAD
No it ain't. It's about w nning.
Life is about w nning. Losers get
pushed to the side |ike that
ref orm school kid you got playing.

There's plenty of good kids out

t here, who keep their noses clean.
Why are you so stuck on that jai
bird kid?

COACH KEN

Life is al so about second chances.
There isn't a person breathing air
t hat hasn't nade a m stake. Even
ki ds who make bi g m stakes deserve
a second chance. When a kid works
as hard as this kid has, he'll get
a second chance from ne.
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The man stands up, lights a cigarette, and bl ows the snoke
down into Coach Ken's face.

JEFFERSON DAD
Well maybe in your jail bird
| oving world, but you guys are
going to learn a lesson in the
finals. Qur kids are going to
teach you a thing or two about
basket bal I .

COACH KEN
The finals in the county
tournanent are a |ong way off.
Laurel and Randol ph may teach us
both a thing or two. But, if the
two teans get there, | amsure it
wll be a great gane.

JEFFERSON DAD
It'd be a better gane if you bench
that jail bird and gi ve one of
your good kids a chance to pl ay.
The jail bird has had his chances
if you ask ne.

The man hol ds an unconfortable stare for a few seconds and
then turns and wal ks out the door. As he | eaves, the Sheriff
wal ks in and sits down next to Coach Ken.

SHERI FF
Vell now, Coach. If there was any
bettin' noney around for the
finals of the county tournament,
where do you recon it'd be?

COACH KEN
In the bank earning interest.

The Sheriff |aughs as Doug arrives with his coffee.

SHERI FF
Lotsa tal k out there about you and
Jefferson in the finals.

COACH KEN
That's what the last guy just told
me and | will tell you the sane
thing I told him Don't forget
Randol ph and Laurel are both
pl ayi ng good ball. Both of us
coul d get knocked out in the first
round.



The Sheriff turns and | ooks out the front door.

one t here.

SHERI FF
Vll | seriously doubt it but
that's why | amin the crim nal
cat chi ng business and you are in
the hell catching business.

COACH KEN
Ain't that the truth. Say, did you
ever cone up with a good candi date
for beating up Wnk?

SHERI FF
Well | think he just left. | can't
prove it but my noney is on him
and your boy isn't willing to give
hi mup. He just doesn't want to
cause any probl ens.

COACH KEN
Well the guy is living his kid's
life, that's for sure. | wouldn't

want to be the kid's coach. You
really think the guy would stoop
t hat | ow?

SHERI FF
| do. Be careful around him He
has a short fuse and | think if
his kid get showed up in the
t ournament, he coul d cause sone
problenms. I'lIl keep a close watch
on himbut be careful.
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There is no

Coach Ken stands up and put a tip on the counter. He takes a
| ast sip of coffee and puts the cup back on the counter and
pats the Sheriff on the shoul der.

COACH KEN
Well | better go sell sone Fords.
Good to see you and | wll keep
what you said in mnd. Conme over
sone ni ght and have di nner

SHERI FF
"Il do that! Jail food can get a
little bland and | am sure Bun is
a good cook.

Coach Ken puts on his Fedora and | eaves the cafe. He wal ks
down the street to the intersection and crosses over for the
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short half block to the garage. He waves at Doc Dorsey and a
couple of cars that HONK at himas they drive by.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM RANDCLPH - DAY

It's the sem -final round of the county tournanent.
Jefferson has already won their gane agai nst Laurel. Coach
Ken is talking to his players before the gane start. The
crowmd i S raucous.

CQOACH KEN
Renmenber to take your tine. Mve
the ball around and | ook for a
good | ane and a good shot. GCet
back on defense quickly and get
your hands up. Got it?

The boys nod and say "got it" back to himand he steps out
of the circle. They say a prayer and nmake the Sign of the
Cross and break and take their positions on the floor. The
ref throws the ball up and Flem ng tips it back to Tegan.

Tegan brings the ball down court and passes to Wnk on his
right. Wnk's defender cones up on him He dribbles | ow and
swi t ches hands, pivots around the nman and hands the ball to
CGeoden going in for an easy |ayup.

They qui ckly nove back on defense. As the Randol ph pl ayer
conmes across the centerline with the ball, Wnk sees he is
rolling the ball high and slaps the ball away from him
Tegan gets the ball and a | ayup.

A series of plays happen that put the teamup by 11. The
| ead stays that way for nost of the half.

COACH KEN
Stevens in for Wnk. Becker in for
Zim ol

They boys junp up and go to the scorers table and check in.
The Wnk and Zi m cone out. Coach Ken throws towels to both
of them

COACH KEN
(To W nk)
Great ball handling. That's the
way to do it.

Sonme in the crowd notice Wnk's ball handling, too.
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DOUG
(To 2nd Fan)
Wnk is going to get that nunber
25 retired if he keeps handling
the ball like that.

2ND FAN
You know that's Ken's nunber from
hi gh school, don't you?

DOUG
(Surprised)
No! | didn't know that. Well the
kid is doing it justice.

Wthout Wnk in the gane, the | ead soon shrinks to 7. It's
finally halftime. The team | eaves the floor with a 27-20
| ead and go to the dressing room

COACH KEN

(To the team
You guys are playing great! Just
keep it up. Keep your hands up on
def ense and nake sure you are in a
position to nove. On of fense, take
your tinme and nove the ball around
until you have a good shot.

Be patient. Got it?
Stevens rai ses his hand. Coach Ken points at him

STEVENS
Coach, these guys are playing
dirty. They are throw ng |ots of
el bows and stuff. Can we get 'em
back.

COACH KEN
Get 'em back by beating them on
t he scoreboard. And renenber, the
one who retaliates is usually the
one who gets caught. Let's don't
give up points on stupid stuff.
Any nore questions?

The boys | ook around and at their coach. No one has any
gquesti ons.

COACH KEN
K, keep it up. You're playing
great. Tegan, Wnk, Zim Hoesing
and Flem ng start the second
hal f. Get up there and do sone

( MORE)
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COACH KEN (cont'd)
war m ups. Go!

The boys bolt out of the dressing roomand up to the main
fl oor. Coach Ken follows them

The gane resunmes with Wnk putting on a dribbling clinic for
nost of the 3rd quarter. The teamis | ead increases to 15.
They eventually wn by 13. 53-40. They have sealed a final
gane agai nst Jefferson for the county chanpi onship.

| NT. HOTEL CAFE - NI GHT

The boys pile through the door of the Cedar Cafe with their
girl friends. They are | aughing and happy after defeating
Randol ph.

Unli ke the past tines, Wnk is a big part of the group. H's
past is a distant nenory for the guys.

TEGAN
Zim that was a great shot at the
end. Man, you couldn't have tined
t hat pass any better with Wnk.
Unbel i evabl e. Just unbeli evabl e!
W will kill Jefferson if we keep
doi ng that.

Tegan nesses up Zims hair and then | ooks at his palm

TEGAN
Gees. You got enough butch wax on
your head?

They | ook around for a couple of booths and notice players
fromthe Jefferson squad and their girls are also in the
cafe.

TEGAN
(Loud to Jefferson
pl ayers)
You guys shoul d be hone resting up
for us.

FLEM NG
Tegan, shut your big nmouth. W
don't need to get sonething
started.

Tegan pushes Fl em ng playfully.
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TEGAN
Aw, | amjust playing with their
heads a little.

HOESI NG
As long as we don't have to play
with their fists alittle. Look, I
gotta get hone so | am goi ng.

TEGAN
Stick around. W are going to have
sone fun. W& won for crying out
| oud!

HOESI NG
Nah, | am going to bed. Coach said
get sonme rest so | am goi ng hone.

Tegan | eans on Hoesi ng's shoul der.
TEGAN

Ok, puss out then. W ain't stayin
long. Stick around, please?

HOESI NG
Nah, |'m goi ng.
BECKER
Yeah, nme too. | got chores to do

i n the norning.
Tegan puts his forehead next to Becker's forehead.

TEGAN
VWell don't be lettin no cow step
on those quick feet.

Becker smles and gently staps Tegan on the top of the head
and foll ows Hoesing out the door.

W NK
Yeah, | think I amgoing to cal
it quits, too.

TEGAN
(Frustrated)

Man, you ain't got to worry about
Nno COWw.

STEVENS
(Laughi ng)
Don't be so sure of that, Tegan.
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TEGAN
On! | forgot about Francie the
cow with the big boobs that was
all over you after the gane!

W NK
(Sm | es)
No, Francie the cowis all your's,
M. Personality. | am headed for

t he sack al one. N ght.

Wnk smles and pushes the cafe door open and wal ks out into
the night. It's cold with snow flurries and the wind is

bl owi ng. He zips up his jacket--a light jacket not designed
for the weather--and starts wal king. He wal ks by the hotel
and decides to take a shortcut through the alley and across
the parking ot toward the house where he is staying.

As he enters the alley, a car pulls in behind him He steps
to one side to allow the car to pass but the car slows down
to acrawl. He turns to | ook and see the driver. The lights
blind him The car stops. A man gets out and reaches for
sonet hi ng behi nd the seat.

As the man gets in front of the car, the headlights
illumnate a baseball bat the man is bouncing in his hand.
Wnk starts to run but steps in a hole and twi sts his ankle.
The man catches up with him

JEFFERSON DAD
Here you jail bird son-of-a-bitch.
| got another present for you.

The man raises the bat and prepares to swing at Wnk. Wnk
covers his head. Just then, the back door of the coffee shop
opens and Doug cones out with a trash can.

DOUG
(Loud and angry)
Hey! Wiat the hell is going on
her e?

JEFFERSON DAD
(Loud)
This ain't none a yur concern. o
back into yur cafe and m nd yur
own busi ness!

There is the sound of a REVOLVER cocki ng behi nd the man.
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SHERI FF
Well it is ny concern. Ya put that
bat down and get your hands up
ri ght now

The Sheriff is standing in front of the man's car with his
gun drawn. The man | ooks back. He drops the bat and foll ows
the Sheriff's orders. The Sheriff cuffs himand | eads him
back to his car.

DOUG
(To W nk)
You OK W nk?
W NK
Yeah, | just twisted ny ankle a

little when | tripped.
Doug lifts the ankle. Wnk grinmaces in pain.

DOUG
Can you wi ggle your toes?

W nk | ooks down at his foot. The lights fromthe car show
hi s sock noving.

DOUG
That's good. Let's get you inside
and put sone ice on it.

Doug hel ps Wnk up into the cafe. He puts Wnk in a booth
and gets sone ice and towels and puts the ice on the ankle.
The cafe is closed and enpty.

The Sheriff enters the cafe.

SHERI FF
| s he OK?
DOUG
Looks lIi ke a sprained ankle. | put

sone ice on it. Don't | ook broke
or anyt hing.

Doug goes to the cash register where the phone is | ocated.
He picks up the receiver.

DOUG
Doris, get ne Kenny's house. Kenny
who? How many Kennys do we have in
this towmm? Kenny MIler, that's
who.



There is a pause as he listens to the re
operator. He stares at the ceiling.

DOUG
| knowit's late, Doris. Just
me through and don't listen in
Hel l 0. ..Bun? Is Kenny handy?

Doug | ooks back at the boy. He can tel
DOUG
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sponse fromthe

put

he is in sone pain

Kenny. This is Doug at the Coffee

Shop. |1've got Wnk here. He h
sprai ned his ankle and needs s
tendi ng to.

Doug listens to Kenny's questions.
DOUG

Vll, | amsure you know nore
about those things than | do.

as
one

There's a big difference between a

farmer stepping in a hole and

tw sting an ankl e and your star

basket bal | player doing it.

That's why | amcalling. You want
us to take himover to his place

or bring himto yours?

DOUG
XK, we'll be thereinalittle

while. Yeah, ne and the Sheriff.

Well, the Sheriff will fill yo
on what happened. No, he got h
this time. OK we'll be there
little bit.

SHERI FF
VWhat's the plan?

DOUG

uin
im
in a

Kenny wants us to bring himover

to his place. He's calling Doc

Dorsey to cone over and | ook at

t he boy's ankl e.

SHERI FF
K, well ca'non son. Let's get
into Doug's car.

ya

W nk stands on his good foot. He tries to put pressure on

the other foot but it is too painful.



DOUG
Now don't be doing that, boy. Stay
off that foot and et the ice do
its thing. You m ght be makin'
matters worse. Just put your arns
around our necks and |l et us wal k
you out.

W NK
K, do you think I wll be able to
pl ay tonorrow night?

SHERI FF
Hel | son, don't worry about that.
Just be grateful you have a
t onmor r ow.

They wal k the boy out to the car and drive off.

I NT. MLLER HOME - NI GHT

We hear a KNOCK on the M Il er house door. Ken goes to the

door and opens it. Doc Dorsey enters the house with his
little black bag.

BUN
You beat your patient here, Doc.
Can | get you anythi ng?

Doc takes off his coat and lays it over a chair.

DOC
Wl | maybe a pan of warm water and
a bar of soap to start with

They can hear a car pull up in front of the house. Soon,
Doug, supporting Wnk, are com ng through the door.

DOC
Put hi m down here on the couch
Bun, have you got sone towels
could use so | don't get your
couch all wet?

She puts the pan of warmwater and a bar of soap on the
living roomtable and goes back for the towels.

DOC
Wll, let's have a | ook.
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Doc takes off the towel full of ice. H's glasses are slid
hal fway down his nose as he gently lifts the foot so he can
see better.

DCC
W ggl e your toes sone.

Wnk slowy w ggles his toes.
The doc puts his pal munder the front part of his foot.
DOC
Now press down with the front of
your foot.

W nk pushed up on his elbows and tries to press down with
his foot. He does but his face shows a | ot of pain.

Doc holds his leg with one hand and the ankle with the other
and noves the ankle to the left.

DOC
That hurt?
W NK
(Loud yel p)
Yes!

Doc noves the ankle in the opposite direction.

DOC
How about that?
W NK
(Loud yel p)
YES!
DOC
Sprained all right. Not broken
don't think.

Doc bal ances the wash pan between his knees and uses the
soap to create a good |ather. He gently washes the boy's
foot. He | ooks closely at the swelling starting to appear
and sone brusing.

DOC
"1l wap it up for tonight. Keep
the ice on it and bring himby in
the norning and we' Il have anot her
| ook.
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Doc waps the ankle. He opens his bag and takes out a pil
bottle frominside and neasures out four pills. He puts them
into a small brown envel ope.

Doc cl oses his bag and gets up. He picks up his coat and
puts it on. He hands the pill envel ope to Bun.

DOC
Gve himtw of these now and two
nore in the norning.

He | ooks around and takes sonme pillows fromthe couch and
puts them under the boys leg to elevate it.

DOC
Make sure this leg is el evated.
That will keep the swelling down.

Doc sticks out his hand and shakes hands with Coach Ken and
Doug.

DOC
Wel|l Coach, you may have to win
t onmorrow ni ght wi thout this one.

W NK
" m pl ayi ng tonorrow

Doc | ooks at his patient and sm | es.

DOC
Well the spirit is good. But let's
check the foot again tonorrow.

Doc wal ks out the door and into the night.

| NT. SCHOCOL - DAY

Tegan trots through the main door at school and catches up
with Zimand Stevens. They are all carrying books and
wearing their nunbers. The halls are full of students.

TEGAN
( Concer ned)
s it true?

STEVENS
s what true?

TEGAN
W nk got beat up again |ast night!
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STEVENS
| didn't hear that.

Stevens | ooks at Zi mwho shrugs his shoul ders. Father Shad
enters the building behind them Tegan turns to Father Shad.

TEGAN
Fat her, did Wnk get beat up | ast
ni ght ?

Fat her wal ks up and puts his arns behind the boys as if he
was herdi ng them down the hall

SHAD
Vel Wnk has had an acci dent. He
sprai ned his ankle.

STEVENS
(St unned)
Does that nmean he isn't going to
pl ay tonight?

SHAD
Ri ght now, we don't know. Coach
Ken is taking himto the doctor
this norning for a checkup. W'l
know nore | ater today.

Now you guys get to class and
focus on your studies, OK?

Shad steps ahead of the boys and speeds his way down the
busy hal | way. The boys stop and | ook at each other. They are
j oi ned by Fl em ng and Hoesi ng.

TEGAN
W' re screwed.

FLEM NG
Why ?

ZI M

W nk broke his | eg!

STEVENS
He did not! | bet he sprained his
ankle trying to run fromthat guy
who has been trying to kill him

FLEM NG
Kill hinf GCees, can he play
toni ght ?



97.

ZIM
They don't know. Coach is taking
himto the doctor. W' re screwed.

TEGAN
Yeah. We're screwed.

A bell rings and the boys enter a classroomto start their
school day.

I NT. THE FI NALS - NI GHT

It's a few mnutes before the final gane with Jefferson. The
| ocker roomis very quiet as the boys finish dressing. The
door opens and Wnk cones in on crutches and in street
clothes. Hs foot is wapped. It's the final sign to the
boys that their star player isn't going to be playing.

Coach Ken cones in behind himand Fat her Shad foll ows.

COACH KEN
(To his team

Athletics is like life sometines.
It isn't always fair. It isn't
fair because Wnk isn't going to
get to play tonight. But that
doesn't make any difference in a
few m nutes.

Coach Ken | ooks at his team taking tine to | ook each pl ayer
in the eye.

COACH KEN
You can stay in that defeated
attitude and we'll lose. O, you

can renenber that you played as a
team and you will wn as a team
if...each one of you steps up
toni ght and pl ays better

basket bal | than have you ever

pl ayed before.

TEGAN
But Coach, Wnk is good. He is
really good. W need him

COACH KEN
Well then, you will have to be his
repl acenent. You wll have to be
that good. You will have to be
really good. Can you do that?
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TEGAN
Whol , yeah we can try.

COACH KEN
There is not enough tinme to try.
There is only enough tine to get
it done or let it haunt you for
the rest of your lives.

You'll have to be better than you
ever have been before. Show t hem
how we control the ball. Wait for

good shots. CGet back on defense.
Control the gane. Be generals.

Athletics isn't always fair. But,
athletics will help you reach

hi gher and do nore than you ever
t hought you coul d. Now get
upstairs and warmup...and w n.
Go!

The boys qui ckly nove out of the dressing roomand up the
steps to the main fl oor.

SHAD
Well said nmy friend.
COACH KEN
W'll see if it takes.

Coach Ken, Father Shad, and Wnk go upstairs. As they enter
the playing floor, Coach Ken sees Mother MIler sitting with
Bun and Johnny. She smles and waves. The Mnsignor is
seated at the end of the bench.

COACH KEN
(To W nk)
You sure you want to sit on the
bench? Your foot is going to be
exposed to nore injury?

W NK
Coach, I'll be fine. | need to be
wth ny team |I'mfine, really.

The boys finish their warmups and cone over to the Coach.
Wnk joins the circle on his crutches.
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COACH KEN
W'l |l beat themw th good bal
handling. Wait for a |lane to open.
Be patient. CGet back on defense
quickly. Got it?

For the first tinme, the guys hold hands, including Wnk, and
say their prayer. Then, they make the Sign of the Cross,
holler "go it!" and the five starters go to their positions.

The ref tosses the ball up and the gane begins. It is
extrenely LOUD in the Auditoriumand it is packed. Jefferson
gets the tip and their point guard does a | ong pass down
court to another player speeding toward the basket. He beats
Fl em ng and scores an easy | ayup.

Tegan brings the ball in. Jefferson uses a full court press.
Tegan | ooks for Zim The Jefferson player slaps the bal

away, gains control, and nakes the | ayup. Tegan is angry. He
brings the ball in again and tries to go coast-to-coast but
is called on a charging foul

Jefferson brings the ball down and noves it around. The
Jefferson guard takes a junp shot and makes it. In mnutes,
Jefferson has a six point lead. Trinity has yet to make a
basket .

COACH KEN
(To Stevens)
In for Tegan. Sl ow things down.
Take your times. Myve the bal
around and wait for a good shot.
CGot it?

STEVENS
(I'nti m dat ed)
Got it Coach.

Tegan cones out and puts a towel over his head. He is really
frustrated. Coach Ken grabs himby the knee to get his
attention.

COACH KEN
(To Tegan)
Don't get confortable. You're
going back in in a mnute.

TEGAN
Coach, | amplaying too shitty to
go back in.



100.

COACH KEN
| want you to slow the game down.
Take your tinme. Get better
position and dribble the ball.

Keep it | ow and make them foul you
if they want it that bad but nove
that ball around until you find a
| ane and can feed it.

You are the general out there. Now
lead. CGot it?

Tegan stares at the Coach for a second or two.

TEGAN
Whol , yeah | got it but...

COACH KEN
No buts about it. You are the best
pl ayer on the court. Now get out
there and prove it. CGot it?

Tegan | ooks at his Coach and is stunned by what he has just
said. A |look of confidence comes over his face as he stands
up. He | ooks at Wnk who slaps his palm Tegan goes to the
scorers table and checks in. Stevens cones out. The teamis
down ten points.

Zi m BOUNCES the ball in to Tegan. Tegan stops and DRI BBLES a
couple of tinmes and then starts to trot down the court. The
def ender conmes up on him He lowers his body slightly, and
DRI BBLES fromleft to right hand and then pivots and
executes a pass to Zimconm ng around and into a |l ane inside
of the key. Zimtakes a junp shot. It goes in.

The team runs back on defense. Tegan is show ng nore
confidence. The Jefferson offensive player cones at him
fast. Tegan plants hinself. Zimsteals the ball and passes
it in to Tegan.

Tegan DRI BBLES down the right side of the court. He spots
Flem ng noving in on the basket and fires an overhead pass
to Flem ng just as he junps at the basket. Flem ng gets the
ball and dunks it. The crowd erupts. The | ead has been cut
to five. The spread holds until halftime as each teamtrades
baskets.

The boys sit on the | ocker room bench and listen to Coach
Ken.
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COACH KEN
You are playing good. You have
done a great job of controlling
the ball. You are waiting for good
shots. Just be patient.

They're good. In fact, they're
really good. W have to keep them
runni ng and wear them down. Cet
themtired and we will have a good
shot to win this.

The boys are glued to what he is saying. They are confident.

COACH KEN
W are going to cone out on a fast
break. Crisp passes down the
court. Make themrun to catch up
Qui ck ball novenment around the
key. Make them adjust quickly.

Let's get in their faces and
frustrate them Let's create sone
turnovers and sonme quick points
before they can nake adj ustnents.
CGot it?

They laugh a little for the first time. They are getting
| oose.

COACH KEN
We can win this gane if we nake
them play our ganme and you stop
pl aying their gane. Take contro
of things and take your tinme and
take good shots. Got it?

The boys run back up the stairs and start their second half
war m ups.

The Jefferson student body starts to sing a chant based on
the Notre Danme Fight Song. The words go "Cheer Cheer for dd
THS. .. You keep the convicts, we'l|l take the rest."

Tegan and Goeden wal k toward them but Stevens pulls them
back.

The boys forma circle around Coach Ken. He | ooks at themin
silence and says nothing. He turns and sits down on the
bench. The boys understand and | ook at each other. In

uni son, they HOLLER "CGot it!" They are determ ned as they
take the court.
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Jefferson gets the tip. The boys execute a full court press
and soon get the ball. Hoesing streaks down the sideline and
Tegan feeds himthe ball and sets up a screen as he turns
and conmes in for the |ayup. He make it.

Jefferson brings the ball in again against the full court
press. The guard throws it down court but Flem ng junps into
the air and picks it off. He tosses the ball to Zimat half
court who sees Tegan in the corner and passes it to him
Tegan makes a nove for a | ayup but the defender has arrived
in front of him He lets the defender run by, pulls up, and
makes a junp shot. The two teans continue to trade shots

wi th the advantage never going over 3 points.

Finally, it is late in the second half. There are only
seconds to go and Jefferson leads by 1. The Jefferson coach
calls tinme out.
The players go to their respective benches.
COACH KEN
You' re doing great. Keep the
pressure up

Goeden trots up to Tegan.

GOEDEN
(To Tegan)
Tegs, which kid' s dad attacked

W nk?
Tegan | ooks at the Jefferson pl ayers.

TEGAN
20.

GOEDEN
Let himget by you on ny side and
then get the ref's attention.

TEGAN
( Conf used)
VWhat ? Huh? \Why?

GOEDEN
Just do it!

The ref blows his WH STLE and the players return to the
floor. Jefferson brings the ball in. They quickly nove down
court with quick passes. Tegan cones up on nunber 20. He
lets himby on the outside toward Goeden.

Then Tegan throws up his arns and waves at the ref.
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TEGAN
(Loud)
Hey Ref. Ref!

The ref | ooks at Tegan just as Goeden throws an el bow into
20's face. The kid stops, holds his nose as it starts to
bl eed.

TEGAN
(Points at 20)
Ref Ref!

The ref turns to | ook at 20 just as the boy throws a round
house punch at Geoden. CGeoden steps away and the punch

m sses. The ref blows his WH STLE and make a technical foul
sign with his hands.

REF
(Loud)
Techni cal foul! 20. Jefferson
Pl ayer is ejected fromthe gane.

The crowd boos as the player goes to the bench and the coach
puts a towel over his bloody nose. Goeden goes to the line
and nakes the free throw The score is tied. The other boys
gat her by Coach Ken.

TEGAN
(Laughi ng)
Coach is right! Second guy al ways
gets caught. D d you see Goeden
nail that stupid son-of-bitch

Tegan LAUGHS and turns to go back on the court and runs
nose-to-nose into the other ref who puts the "T" sign right
in Tegan's face.

REF
Techni cal foul. 21 red.
Unsport smanl i ke conduct.

TEGAN
Ah shit ref! | was just Kkidding.

The ref blows his WHI STLE and rmakes the ejection sign. Tegan
puts his hands on his hips. H's nmouth opens but before he
can speak, Wnk grabs himby the back of his shorts and
pul I s hi mback on the bench. Wnk puts his hand over Tegan's
mout h and a towel over Tegan's head.

Tegan sits down. Father Shad lifts the towel. Tegan | ooks at
Shad sheepi shly.
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SHAD
(Stern)
After the gane, neet ne in the
conf essional and bring your
Rosary. You are going to need it!

Shad drops the towel back down over Tegan's head as the gane
resunes. Stevens has replaced Tegan. The Jefferson player
makes the technical foul shot. Jefferson | eads by one.

Jefferson brings the ball in successfully. Stevens cones up
on his man but the guy quickly passes. Zimcones up on that

guy.

COACH KEN
(Loud!)
Foul hin Foul hi m now !

Zim| ooks at the Coach but his man passes back to the other
guard. Stevens slaps it away. The two Jefferson guards
retreat to protect their goal as Flem ng speeds down the
court and junps fromthe free throw line toward the basket.
Stevens puts the ball up high over him Flem ng reaches up
above his head and grabs the ball and dunks it. The cl ock
goes to zero and shows a one point Trinity wn.

I NT. FUNERAL HOVE - DAY

Forty years have passed. An old priest enters a small chapel
at a funeral honme. There is an open casket surrounded by a
wal | of flowers. Coach Ken has passed away. A big spray of
red roses stands at one end of the silver nmetal casket with
a card that reads, "Deepest Synpathy and Love. Your

Basket bal | Teans."

An old man's hand with a priest's ring on the ring finger
gently grasps the edge of the casket. It's Father Shad.

SHAD
Well now, this was a sudden exit.
I f you only knew how many hearts
grieve this day. Including mne.

Shad pl aces his hand over the his old fiend s hands. He
gently pats them

SHAD
(Tearfully)

Those were exceptional tines,
weren't they? You, a Protestant
with such a great athletic gift
and no place to use it. M a
priest with such a great need.

( MORE)
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SHAD (cont' d)

If you were Catholic, | would
nom nate you for Sainthood. You
preformed a mracle in this town.

Shad wi pes tears fromhis face. He renoves his prayer book
and his purple silk stole fromhis jacket pocket.

SHAD

(Enoti onal)
There woul d be sone that would
give nme holy heck for what | am
about to do here, but I am going
to do it anyway. You deserve the
final rights, even though | doubt
you will need them

| have never known a nore decent
man than you, and even though you
were not a pillar of your church,
you have secured your place on the
bench with the Good Lord.

In fact, | would be willing to bet
t he Monsi gnor has crossed Catholic
Boul evard and wal ked over to
Protestant Way just to say hello.

You |ived a good and wonder f ul
giving life. Thank you ny dearest
of friends.

Shad ki sses his stole and puts it around his neck. He makes
the Sign of the Cross on the Coach Ken's forehead. He opens
his prayer book and quietly recites the final rites of the
Catholic Church. There are tears running down his cheeks. He
steps back and pauses for a final |ook at his old friend. He
turns and wal ks away.

EXT. QUTSI DE BASKETBALL COURT - DAY

Once again, we see the orange color in front of us. Soon, it
begins to twirl in the hands of a young boy. Another boy
guards him as he nakes a break for the basket.

Next to the court, we see a bronze statue of Coach Ken and
two boys. He has a basketball under his arm W hear a
Voi ce-over



VA CE (OO
(Voi ce Over)
Coach Ken M|l er coached the boys
of Holy Trinity Hi gh School for
ei ght years. During that tinme, he
never took one cent in salary.

Little Holy Trinity H gh did
survive the tough tinmes and becane
one of Nebraska's nobst respected
hi gh school s, Cedar Catholic High.

Even after all of these years,the
parish of Hartington still
remenbers their vol unteer

basket bal | Coach Ken Ml er.

And so do his boys.
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FADE QUT.



