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LOGLINE
Facing eviction from their beloved home, a chaotic bookseller and her quirky neighbors start selling drugs to pay 

their rent, but things get complicated when a detective moves in to uncover a grandparent scam.
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MAIN CHARACTERS
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Debbie Davies 
Doing her best to provide her daughter with a loving home, this chaotic single mother is the 
heart of the community. On the verge of defaulting on her rent, she reveals her hidden 
criminal talents, proving that you can’t judge a book by its cover.

Ms. McKilly
Living her life while she still has some left of it, this octogenarian knows how to keep her 
neighbors on their toes. Much to their surprise, she turns out to be a scheming mastermind 
who is always one step ahead.

Ken Evans
Having found a new family with his neighbors, this sassy Welshman is the residents’ go-to 
person for a helping hand. Just when everything is about to fall apart, his wise guidance steers 
the wannabe kingpins back on track.

Conan Lancaster
Trying to solve the case of a forged will, this veracious detective finds out that his love 
interest sells drugs right under his nose, forcing him to accept that truth is sometimes 
stranger than fiction.



SYNOPSIS
Debbie and her daughter Lily live above her unsuccessful bookshop in 
London. One day she and her neighbors, sassy hairdresser Ken, and 
feisty retiree Ms. McKilly, receive the news that their neighbor and 
owner of the building, Mr. Turing, passed away. Much to their surprise, 
the house is inherited by Mr. Turing’s never-seen-before niece Susan, 
who, together with her brother David, immediately raises the rent. 
While Debbie and Ken worry about how to pay for both their shops and 
their flats, Ms. McKilly suspects that something is off. Shortly after, 
veracious detective Conan receives an anonymous tip hinting that the 
will of Mr. Turing is forged, and he decides to take on the case.

In order to raise funds to pay for the increased rent, Ms. McKilly 
proposes to sell Lily’s prescribed Ritalin pills to senior citizens for 
recreational use and launder the money through Ken’s salon, all the while 
using a secret staircase connecting their apartments as a hideaway. Ken is 
on board, but Debbie hesitates as she already has a criminal history that 
she prefers not to disclose. However, she gives in after realizing that Lily 
will have to live with her father if Debbie would lose their home.
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Act I



SYNOPSIS
Just as the tenants start their scheme Conan turns up and moves into Mr. 
Turing’s flat for his undercover investigation. Unaware of their respective 
clandestine activities, Debbie and Conan start dating while Ken keeps tabs 
on their illegal operation and Ms. McKilly is courted by David, believing 
her to be wealthier than she cares to admit. The tenants’ smuggling 
business booms, requiring Debbie to show off her criminal skills by forging 
doctor’s notes to keep up with the demand. Things are going great for the 
neighbors, and Debbie and Ken’s regular businesses even start to pick up 
with a little help from tech-savvy Lily.

However, Debbie finds out that Conan is a detective, and sees herself 
forced to break up with him in order to protect her and her friends’ illicit 
activities. Unfortunately, Lily’s father finds out about the forged doctor’s 
notes and takes Lily with him so she won’t get entangled in her mother’s 
dirty business. At the same time, Susan and David find out that the 
building’s insurance payout is worth more than the actual building, and 
hatch a plan to get both Ms. McKilly’s inheritance and the insurance 
money.
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Act II



SYNOPSIS
Ken consoles a broken-hearted Debbie, and they decide to stop their 
scheme and move out of their home for good. Knowing that she has 
nothing left to lose, Ms. McKilly reveals to Conan that she suspected 
Susan and David to be scammers all along, and has therefore come up 
with the idea of bootlegging Ritalin to keep the neighborhood together 
and buy Conan time to find evidence. Shortly after David asks Ms. 
McKilly to sign a will in his favor. Debbie, who has grown suspicious of 
Ms. McKilly’s relationship with him, sneaks up the secret staircase to 
eavesdrop on their conversation, only to find Conan already recording 
their meeting.

While Conan and Debbie reconcile, David drugs Ms. McKilly and sets 
fire to her apartment, but is arrested with Susan shortly after. The fire 
spreads, but luckily Ms. McKilly’s trusty bulldog Bowie alarms her and 
their neighbors, and they escape through the secret staircase that ends 
up burning down, destroying all evidence of their illegal operation. The 
day after Debbie finds Mr. Turing’s original will, wherein he bequests the 
house to Debbie, Ken, and Ms. McKilly, thanking them for their 
longstanding neighborly friendship.
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Act III



MOOD BOARD
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NOTE
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Bookshop Bootleg is a romantic crime comedy about neighborly 
friendship, the housing crisis, old age vitality, and a common love for 
literature, standing out with its fresh characters, witty dialogue, cool 
setting, and smart references to classic literature throughout the story. 

A classic feel-good movie, this feature is targeted at audiences spanning 
multiple generations, allowing them to enjoy the quirky neighbors’ 
shenanigans from both the comfort of their own homes as well as an 
enjoyable night out at the movie theater.



ABOUT THE SCREENWRITER

Alana Gerdes is a Swiss-Australian financial crime prevention expert 
who specializes in writing crime dramas (the irony is not lost on 
her). She likes to spice things up with some romance and comedy, 
thus creating complex and relatable characters that resonate with 
the audience. 

Self-motivated and committed to innovative and original scripts, she 
has gained recognition in multiple screenwriting competitions, with 
“Bookshop Bootleg” being an Honorary Mention at the Big Apple 
Film Festival and most recently selected for the International Film 
Festival in Wales and the London Lift-Off Film Festival.
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BY EMAIL (A.GERDES@GMX.CH),  
PHONE (+41 79 548 77 03),  

OR SKYPE (ALANA GERDES).
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