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TEASER
Fade In:
| NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

A prison cell crammed with LAWBOOKS. JOHAN T. ("Johnny")

G LES (29), hard and lean with bright, intelligent eyes, a
TATTOO peeki ng out beneath a rolled up shirt sleeve, sits on
his bunk with a freshly-opened ENVELOPE. Stares at the
address: John T. G les, CDCHF77077, FSP, Represa, CA 95671
and the return address: GN\L Labs, 100 Chestnut Street,

Cakl and, CA 94607. RANDALL, an inmate, stops at the door.

RANDAL L
Hey, Esquire. You | ook at my case?

Johnny gl ances up at a large, frightening man beast.

JOHNNY
| | ooked at your case before.

RANDAL L
But, Esquire. Johnny, sir, it's not
right. I don't belong in here.

JOHNNY
You know why prisons are the safest
pl aces in the world, Randall?

RANDAL L
Yeah, yeah. | know. 'Cause they filled
wi th innocent people. But, that's
not nme. | got a case.

Johnny returns to his envel ope, reaches in.

RANDALL ( CONT' D)
Esquire. You listening to ne?

Johnny renoves a single SHEET. Unfolds it. After a passing
shadow of reaction, he re-folds it, takes down a LAW BOCK
pl aces the sheet between the pages and the book back on its
shel f. He stands, grabs a | egal pad.

JOHNNY
The only injustice in your case is
that you m ght get out one day.

RANDAL L
Hey, you want nme to bust you up?

Randal |l is significantly larger than Johnny, but Johnny
doesn't flinch. Stops at his open door, fronts Randall.



Randal

JOHNNY
| f you could, you would. Get out of
the way. It's tinme for court.

debates, noves aside. Johnny strides off.

EXT. PRI SON YARD -- DAY

Prison Court in session. Sitting on a TABLE, an inmate JUDGE
anot her as BAI LI FF. Johnny stands with his client,

JONAS

FREED and anot her inmate, TERRELL PRYOR, their opponent.

JUDGE
Jonas Freed and Terrell Pryor. This
is about a wager on a ball gane. Pig
Eye says it was a bet and Terrel
didn't pay up. Ckay, Esquire, shoot.

JOHNNY
Your Honor, this case is over a carton
of cigs that Terrell owes Pig Eye.
Straight up bet on a ball gane.
Terrell's teamlost. End of story.

JUDGE
Pig Eye, what's your side?

TERRELL
We tal ked about maybe putting up a
carton, but we never nmade no bet. |
couldn't get points so | didn't bet.

JUDGE
Esquire?

J OHNNY
(nods to an inmate)
Plaintiff calls Connor Jani ck.

JUDGE
Ckay. You know the rules, CJ?

CONNOR
Yep. Tell the truth or sonebody nesses
up ny pretty face.

JUDGE
That's right. Except the pretty part.

TERRELL
Hey, wait now. Whaz up with this?
This ain't right...



JUDGE
You shut up unless | ask you
sonething. That's the rules.

The bailiff noves a half step toward Terrell. Enough sai d.

JUDGE (CONT' D)
What do you say, CJ?

CONNOR
| was in the back. It was a straight
up bet, one carton, w nner's choice.
Johnny asked if anybody heard or saw
anything and | respect the man, you
know. | said yeah, | did. That's it.

JUDGE
Any doubt about it?
CONNOR
Nope. | heard what | heard.
The judge turns and stares at Terrell. Who sweats, hard.
JUDGE

This court is for disputes, to keep
alittle peace. A dispute is where
there's a di sagreenent and you need
sonebody to figure it out. Looks to
me like this is sonebody thinking
t hey can get away w th somnet hi ng.

TERRELL
Wait... see, it's like this...

JUDGE
Careful. You're about to call two
men liars if you keep going.

Terrell stops digging the hole - shuts up.

JUDGE (CONT' D)
(to his bailiff)
Put it in the book. One carton of
cigs, Pig Eye's choice of brand.
Addi tional to be determ ned.

TERRELL
Hey, no, man, conme on, |'ll pay the
cigs, I'll give himtwo cartons.
JUDGE

Esquire?



JOHNNY
Systemruns on truth, judge. If you're
willing to lie, screws things up.

JUDGE
The court agrees. Put it in the book.
Next case.

JOHNNY

Your honor, one nore thing, if it
pl ease the court.

JUDGE
What you got, Esquire?

JOHNNY
This is ny |ast case before this
honor abl e kangaroo court. |1'm | eaving

the Folsom State Spa & Health C ub.
Johnny suppresses a grin as the assenbl ed crowd buzzes.

JUDGE
You transferred, Esquire?

J OHNNY
No, your Honor.

JUDGE
You got your letter? Fromthe | ab?

JOHNNY
Not my DNA. If it please the court,
" moutta here.

JUDGE
Whoa, that does please the court.
Congratul ations, Esquire. 1'll mss

having a real lawer around, but
congratul ations. Court's in recess.

Johnny finally cracks what mght, for him pass as a smle,
as the others slap himon the back and Terrell slinks away.

END OF TEASER




ACT ONE
FADE | N:
I NT. LAWFI RM OFFI CE -- DAY

HARRI SON R ("HAL") BRAUN (55), Managi ng Partner,
his polished desk froma nervous | awer, DONALD

HAL
The Pro Bono unit is training for
new associ ates, Donald. That's all.
If we get PR value, fine. Can't hurt
when t hey hand out the pl aques.

DONALD
Right. O course.

HAL
Bad PR is not acceptable. Innocent
client serves 7 years? Bad PR

DONALD
The decision didn't cite i neffective
assi stance of counsel, it was...

HAL

| can read, Donald. What's witten
and what's not witten.

DONALD
|"mjust saying, that's all.

HAL
A soda can with DNA traces? Sone
fool drinking a soda while robbing a
store? Soneone not our client? Did
you think I didn"t get that?

DONALD
Qur guy had the gun. Hi's prints were
on the can. The victi mwas pointing,
calling his nane as she di ed.

HAL
She knew him He took the gun from
t he guy who shot her, picked the can
up. Stupid. But, not guilty.

DONALD
Do you know what those tests cost?
The evi dence was overwhel m ng. He
plead guilty, for God' s sake!

sits across
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HAL
Because you told himto. Guilty man
goes free. Seven Years. Bad.

DONALD
We... okay, in a perfect world...

HAL
He got a | aw degree in prison. Now
he thinks he's a |l awer, fine. Lucky
for you. How much does he want ?

DONALD
| don't know. | didn't ask him

HAL
Jeezus, Donald. Okay, I'Il handle
it. Let's go see Johnny the jail house
| awyer. |1've got a lunch neeting.

I NT. LAW FI RM CONFERENCE ROOM - - DAY

Johnny Gles, in his cheap suit and tie, across a conference
table fromHal and Donal d. Not hing cheap on their side.

HAL
No one disputes that you pled guilty
to acrine you didn'"t commt. And |
must say, personally, | admre your
tenacity. We all do.

JOHNNY
Thanks. And thanks for not hel ping.

Donal d can't hel p hinself.
DONALD

There was no evidence to support the
contention that anyone el se drank..

J OHNNY
Not a contention; a fact.

DONALD
There was no corroboration of that
"fact' as you call it.

J OHNNY

ot a fact because | call it.

It's n
It's a fact because it's a fact.

Hal speaks, to get this back on track.



HAL
M. Gles, let's not re-try the trying
of the case. You were done an
injustice and, while we coul d dispute
the firms liability, we're not
insensitive to the injury and our
part in it, however peripheral

JOHNNY
VWhat's that nmean? In English?

HAL
What' s your nunber?

JOHNNY
My nunber ?

HAL
M. Gles. | don't take you for
stupid. How nuch do you want ?

JOHNNY
Ch, ny go away and di e nunber. Sorry.
| haven't danced in a while; |'m out
of practice.

HAL
No problem So, what is it?

J OHNNY
| don't have a nunber.

HAL
You want us to go first? Ckay, our
nunber is one dollar.

Johnny's inpressed. They're good. Thus all the nmarble.

JOHNNY
| don't want your noney.

HAL
No? What then, an apol ogy? Apol ogi ze
to the man, Donal d.

J OHNNY

No, thanks. That's worth even | ess.
HAL

VWhat then? |'mat a loss, |'mafraid.
J OHNNY

First, | need your firmto pay the

fees for the Bar Exam next nonth.



Donald can't help hinself, again.

DONALD
How can you take the Bar Exanf Your
degree's froman internet |aw school.

J OHNNY
Taft, actually. Approved by the
California Bar. | amfully authorized

to sit for the Bar Exam

HAL
You want us to cover the cost for
t he bar exanf? Done.

JOHNNY
And, when | pass, | want a job.
HAL
A job? How can we help wth that?
JOHNNY
You dudes are funny. | want a job
here. As a lawer. | don't m nd taking

your noney, but 1'd rather earn it.

HAL
Are you aware of the profile of the
attorneys hired at Stone-Wber? The
top 1% of the top |law schools in the
United States?

J OHNNY
| can handle it.

HAL
|"msorry M. Gles. W're reasonabl e
but that's not reasonable. File your
| awsuit. Working here, in the unlikely
event you m ght actually pass a bar
exan®? Not happening. Donald screw ng
up your case is not worth it. Sorry.

Johnny expected nothing |less. But, he's not finished.

JOHNNY
| can understand that. | nean a job
here is a plum A coveted prize.

As he hauls a stack of file folders fromhis bag and drops
them on the conference roomtabl e.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
But, they do add up.



HAL
And, that woul d be?

JOHNNY
O her cases handl ed by your Pro Bono
Proj ect. Supervised by Donald here.

DONALD
And | suppose all those are innocent
fellows, just like yourself.

HAL
No idea. W're not tal king innocence.
We're tal king gross inconpetence.
Corners cut. Leads not foll owed. And
not hi ng done, like lab tests, that
m ght cost the firm Earning you the
ni cknanme "Branch O fice" at the DA s
office. They rolled you over like a
two dol |l ar hooker, excuse the inmage.

Donal d erupts this tine.

DONALD
| f you think you can walk in here
and throw around accusati ons and get
sonet hing out of it, you're insane.
You're not a crimnal? Wll,
bl ackmail's a crinme, mster.

Johnny renoves a sheet fromthe first folder, reads.

Slips the

JOHNNY
They were so anxious to get back to
the marbl e pal ace and away fromthe
uncl ean, we had a coffee pool, betting
on the pleas we could get themto
swal l ow. | never played. | didn't
approve. Though it didn't stop ne
from | aughing at them

sheet back in the file.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
That's froman affidavit.

DONALD
Fr om whont?

JOHNNY
Sonmebody with credibility.

HAL
VWhat do you want M. Gl es?



| want to work for

want to

JOHNNY

my supper. But, |

eat well. | want a job. In
the firmthat sucked the worst when
| needed it the npst.

HAL

Can't do it.

Johnny's out of cards. O is he.

JOHNNY

W son Praeger.

Hal is |ost. Donal

d woul d craw

HAL

VWho? VWhat now?

JOHNNY

into a hole if he coul d.

| guess that note went m ssing from

my file.

You want to t

Donal d says not hi ng.

HAL

Get to the point.

JOHNNY

ell him Donal d?

The ol d man who saw sonebody el se go

in the store.

Sonebody he recogni zed

but didn't know his nane. That's
what | told Donald here. He wote it

down. |

wat ched hi m

HAL

Donal d? What's he tal ki ng about ?

DONALD

A phantom wi tness. | never found any
such person

JOHNNY

Did you | ook? Nobody can renenber
seei ng you out there,
sat there feeding pigeons al nost
every day. Not too hard to find.

Hal is a nmaster manager

who' s asking. Al

he cares about

ever. WI son

surgeon or assassin. Depends on

is the firm The right

decision, for the firm Wen he knows what that is, he does
not hesitate. He rises, buttons

hi s jacket.

10.



HAL
Thank you for comng in, M. Gles.
St one- Weber deeply regrets the
di sservice done to you. W do not
tol erate shoddy work in the service
of our clients. If you will drop by

tonorrow, we'
bar fees and
wal k you out.

(to Donal

Il take care of your
show you around. |'1l]

d)

Donal d. You're fired.

He heads for the door,

Johnny scranbling to follow Stunned.

DONALD
VWhat ? What the hel | ..

HAL
We'll talk later.

Hal and Johnny wal k out. Leaving Donald nelting into a puddl

I NT. HAL BRAUN S OFFI CE -- MORNI NG

11.

e.

Hal at his desk, marking up a docunent. H's phone buzzes. He

keys the speaker. It's

hi s assi stant, MARTHA.

HAL
Yes, WMart ha.

MARTHA
He's on the |ist.

HAL

You' re kidding. Are you sure?

MARTHA
John T. Gles. Yes, sir. He passed.

HAL
How? Uh, never m nd.

MARTHA

Is he really

comng to work here?

HAL

For now |[|'I]

t hi nk of sonet hi ng.

Find hima space and desk, wll you?

MARTHA
Ckay. 1'Il take care of it.

Hal keys the speaker off. That he did not see com ng.



| NT. MOBILE HOME -- N GHT

Johnny sits on the sofa, nursing a cold beer, talking with
his former prison buddy, CASEY STRONG (30's).

CASEY
How nmuch you making again? | |ike
hearing you say it.
JOHNNY
Hey, | told you. It's enbarrassing.
CASEY
Not to ne. Tell ne again.
JOHNNY
Ten grand a nont h.
CASEY
And you can't find a place? Dam.
JOHNNY
There's this question, |ast known
address. |'ve got a problemw th ny

| ast known. They don't get the "
didn't do it" part.

CASEY

Don't they have to rent to you?
JOHNNY

| don't know. |I'm checking on it.

"1l get out of your hair soon, man.
CASEY

No, hey. | |ike having you around. |

can't hang with ex-cons, which cuts
down ny pool of avail able buds. You're
not an ex-con, technically. Perfect.

JOHNNY
My options are |imted too, since |
don't hang with lowlifes. You never
shoul d have been there, Casey.

A light knock on the door. Casey rises, smles.

CASEY
Ri ght on tine.

J OHNNY
VWhat ? Pi zza?
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CASEY

Cal |

present. And, |

t hought naybe you

13.

it a welconme back to the world

needed a little practice in a certain

area, get your

Casey opens the door tor

noj o back

eveal

two quite attractive,

nicely

dressed young wonen. Attractive, but still hookers.
JOHNNY
| never had any nojo. Ch, dude. You
didn't do this.
CASEY
Come on in, ladies. | hope you I|ike

beer, vodka and handsone nen.
G RL ONE
You better have a | ot of each,
consi dering the nei ghborhood.
CASEY
Oh, | do, | do. This is ny buddy.

He's a hot shot

| awyer downt own.

We're celebrating his rel ease from

prison. An actual innocent man. |'l|
bet you never net one of those.
G RL TWO

Oh, they've all done sonet hing.

(eyei ng Johnny)
Well, if the vodka's as fine as the
i nnocent man, we're going to have
sone fun. 1'll take that one.

| NT. JOHANNY' S OFFI CE - -
6: 00 a.m at Stone-Wber.

MORNI NG

SOLOVON (" SAUL")

CLARKE (62) passes

an open door. Looks in. Finds Johnny standing at the w ndow.

SAUL

And, you woul d be?
JOHNNY

(startled, spinning)

Uh, Johnny... Johnny G| es.
SAUL

Ah, the convict |awer.
JOHNNY

Forner convict.

And | awyer.



SAUL
Not a criticism Some of ny cl osest
friends are crimnals, just haven't
been caught yet. O fice okay? W
weren't expecting you to pass.

Johnny bites his tongue. No point in stirring things up.

J OHNNY
It's great. | was just... |'ve never
been this high up before.

SAUL
It's not as high as it seens. |I'm
Sol onmon Clarke - Saul. | run the
[itigation section at Stone Wber.

JOHNNY
Nice to neet you, sir.

SAUL
Never "sir" another |awer, regardless
of age. W are all equal in the | aw

J OHNNY
Doesn't seemlike it.

SAUL
You're right. It's a fiction. Just
do it. Were's your tie?

JOHNNY
spilled sonething on it.

SAUL
You don't have anot her one?

JOHNNY
Uh, | haven't gotten paid yet and..

SAUL
"1l get you an advance on your
salary. Get another tie.

JOHNNY
Thank you. | wll.
SAUL
By the way, if | were you, |I'd have

taken the cash. Good day, M. G les.

And he's out. A hell of a wel come.

14.



15.
I NT. BAR -- EVEN NG

Pro- Bono Project associates, MAD SON BARNES (30), RHONA CARR
(26), NATE GROSSMAN (32) and Johnny, along with the unofficial
new supervi sor, BRADLEY CORBIN (29) are gathered in a young
prof essi onal bar. Mdison sits with Rhona, Johnny with Nate.

BRADLEY
The nonthly neeting of the Pro Bono
Project is hereby called to order.
Any new or old business? Geat.
Adj ourned. 3 ad you could join us,
John. As you can see, our neetings
are fairly informal.

J OHNNY
So, | see.

BRADLEY
Pretty solid group. Nate there, for
exanple, is the smartest person in
the world. He knows everything.
Literally.

NATE
| don't know everything.
(to Johnny)
Brad and hyperbole are first cousins.

Johnny nods. Silence has served himwell so far.

BRADLEY
Wen was the Treaty of 1812 signed?

NATE
It was The War of 1812.

BRADLEY
Good. Who's buried in Gant's Tonb?

Madi son to the rescue.

MADI SON
Hey, handsone. Cone here.

Bradl ey pretends not to hear, then a double take.

BRADLEY
OCh, wait, were you talking to ne?
The Frozen Mackerel, Madi son Barnes
wants me to "cone here"?



RHONA
Bradl ey, can you just shut up? You're
better | ooking with your nouth cl osed.

BRADLEY
And you're really beautiful with
your mouth, uh... not cl osed.

Daggers from both wonen. Then back to thensel ves.

MADI SON
Why' s your boyfriend |like that?

RHONA
He's acting out. He thinks it's cute.
It's no secret. He tells everybody,
you're his as soon as you thaw out.

MADI SON
He's just nessing with your head.

RHONA
That fine. It's the other parts he
messes with that get nme in trouble.

Qut of the blue, Nate speaks.

NATE
Decenber 24, 1814. The Treaty of
Ghent, now known as Bel gium Coul d
be called the "never mnd" treaty
because it essentially said forget
we had a war. W gave back Ontario
and they gave back areas on Lake
Superior and Lake M chigan, part of
Mai ne and a bit on the West Coast.
Barely a war, The War of 1812. Not
conforting to those who died in it,
especially at the Battle of New
Ol eans, which was fought after the
treaty was signed. No Internet. No
cell phones. Too bad for them

Everyone is stunned, as usual. Bradley heads for the girls,
havi ng been nore or | ess body slammed by Nate's brain.

J OHNNY

| wonder why Christmas Eve.
NATE

What ?
J OHNNY

Decenber 24th. Just wonderi ng.



Nate is puzzled, and inpressed. Hadn't thought of that.

NATE
| don't know. I'lIl check it out.

JOHNNY
So, what's up over there?

Noddi ng toward the other table. Nate cuts a quick peek.
Bradl ey sat next to Madi son. Rhona frowns. He basks in it.

NATE
First, Rhona Carr. Bradley's |ady.
J.D. and MBA. Very snart.

J OHNNY
Cut e.

NATE
Very cute. Into nunbers. A sexy
cal culator wth nice buttons.

J OHNNY
You ani mal .

NATE
Next, Madi son Barnes. The pri ze.
But, the gane is rigged.

J OHNNY
How s t hat?

NATE
The carnival ? The little mlk bottl es?
Direct hit, nothing. Ask Bradley.

JOHNNY
Maybe everybody's not as in |ove
with Bradley as Bradley is.

NATE
Doesn't matter. It's Fort WMadi son.
And the drawbridge is up 24-7.

JOHNNY
VWhat's his probl em anyway?

NATE
It's the burden of being too perfect.

J OHNNY
Doubt f ul

17.
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NATE
H s dad was an Astronaut. Fighter
pilot, one of those guys. Killed in
training. | think Bradley thinks
W nning at everything will bring dad
back. That's my ten cent di agnosis.

JOHNNY
Ckay. | take it back. Half, anyway.

Nate grins. These two are bondi ng fast.

NATE
Me next. |I'mmster MRA, Mergers &
Acqui sitions. Consolidation, Buy-
outs, restructuring, you nane it.

J OHNNY

But, you're in Pro Bono, year two?
NATE

Anot her year is good for ne. |I'm

afraid of ny own shadow in court.
Not outside. Stone-Wber is smart.
Everybody tries cases for a year
Then you go do your whatever

J OHNNY
Does Madi son have a what ever?

NATE
|'"'m sure she does. But it's got a
bi g padl ock on it.

JOHNNY
Uh, | meant specialty.

NATE
|"m sure you didn't. First in her
class at Princeton, First at Harvard
Law. Her "whatever" is Litigation.
Smart. Tough. Fairly attractive.

J OHNNY
If you' re into gorgeous.

NATE
| f you are. And aren't a nerd.

JOHNNY
You straight or gay?

NATE
Ww. Aren't we direct?



JOHNNY
Habit, fromthe joint. Get to the
poi nt, before the point gets you.

NATE
Straight. Nerdy girls with big brains
can be shockingly filthy.

Madi son i s heading out. Johnny stands but she's past him
wi t hout breaking stride. H s words bounce off her shoul der.

JOHNNY
Good ni ght.

MADI SON
Ni ght all.

As in not you, individually. Johnny watches her. Bradl ey
wat ches Johnny. Rhona wat ches Bradl ey.

BRADLEY
Forget it, John. Not happening.

JOHNNY
Yeah. That's too bad, dude. Maybe
"Il have better | uck.

Bradley's smle goes hard. Al pha Mal e reaction. Johnny just
smles. Satisfied with hinself. Good one, Johnny.

19.



| NT.

Saul

Saul

20.
ACT TWO
SAUL CLARKE' S OFFI CE -- MORNI NG
behi nd his desk, studying a docunent. Johnny knocks.

SAUL
Ent er.

JOHNNY
They said you wanted to see ne.

| ooks himover. Sane cheap suit. Different tie.

SAUL
Nice tie. That your only suit?

J OHNNY
Yes, sir.

Not a great answer but not that inportant, at the nonment.

Saul

SAUL
' m Saul d arke. Renenber nme?

JOHNNY
Born in Brooklyn. Second in your
cl ass at Fordham Law. C erked for
Judge Rodman, 2nd GCircuit. Attorney
CGeneral's Task Force on Violent Crine.
Wor ked on the Ganbi no cases. Then
private practice, white collar crine
and civil litigation. Latham & WAt ki ns
in New York, then here, Stone-Wber.

SAUL
That isn't all on the web site.

J OHNNY
No, sir. It's not.

observes Johnny with nore interest, behind a poker face.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
| mean, no, Saul, it's not.

SAUL
You're assigned to the Pro Bono
Project. So, you report to ne,
indirectly. As long as you're here.

JOHNNY
VWhat's up with this Pro Bono Project?



21.

HAL
Every new associ ate does a year.
St one- Weber believes, if you' ve never
been in a courtroom you're not a
real lawyer. And, it can affect your
handling of matters, regardl ess of
your specialty. Because the courtroom
is the place of final resolution,
when all else fails. It's al
litigation, |like your case was.

JOHNNY
Wher e i nexperienced | awers practice
on uninportant clients, like ne.

SAUL
You went fromuninportant client to
uni nportant associate. You're noving
up. | wouldn't conplain.

JOHNNY
|"monly here because | conpl ai ned.
kay, so I'min the Pro Bono Project?

SAUL
It's a staff designation. You don't
have your own floor, or blazers or
secret handshakes.

JOHNNY

That's fine. | don't even have a

par ki ng space.
SAUL

Boy, they really don't |ike you.
JOHNNY

That's okay. | don't have a car.
SAUL

Are you a smart ass, Johnny G| es?
JOHNNY

Pr obabl y.
SAUL

Good. It mght help. | don't run the
group day-to-day. Brad Corbin keeps
an eye on it for ne, now that we
finally got rid of Donal d.

JOHNNY
We net al ready.
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SAUL
Ckay. Good | uck then.

Wth what? The job or Bradley?

J OHNNY
Thanks.

SAUL

Though luck is seriously overrated.

Thanks for stopping by.
Saul's back to work. Meeting over.

I NT. HAL BRAUN S OFFI CE -- DAY

Saul stands in Hal's office. Looking out the w ndow.

HAL
Lunch? On you?

SAUL

Can't. |'ve got Hardy G ossbart and

his niece at 2:00.

HAL
As a favor.

SAUL
W rep G andma Grossbart,
related to her estate.

HAL
VWhich is sizable.

SAUL

VWhich is irrel evant. The_client's
needs are our nost pressing concern.

HAL
You' ve read our brochure.

SAUL

Yeah. Great stuff. Real inspiring.

Hal , pleased with his joke, heads for the door.

SAUL ( CONT' D)

Maybe 1'Il give it to Gles.

Hal stops, turns back. Question on his face.

matters

22.

10
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23.

SAUL ( CONT' D)
He can't screwup if we don't give
hi m any cases.

HAL
Can he screw this up?

SAUL
Probably not. But he can lose. It's
a slamdunk for the State.

HAL
You got a soft spot for Jail house
Johnny, Saul ? The pound puppy is a
better dog syndrone?

SAUL
| don't have a dog. | wouldn't know.

HAL
Wy don't they run cow ponies in the
Kent ucky Der by, Saul ?

SAUL
They' re too busy wor ki ng?

HAL
You're too much for ne. Do whatever
you think. Just not in nmy zip code.

They share a |l augh as Saul exits.
| NT. LAW FI RM CONFERENCE ROOM - - MOMENTS LATER 11

Saul with Bradl ey, Rhona and Johnny, a very cute COURTNEY
CGROSSBART (22), Courtney's lawer uncle, HARDY GROSSBART
(50's), and PHI LI P GROSSBART (25), Courtney's brother.

SAUL
The DA has no interest in seeing you
injail, Ms. Grossbart.

COURTNEY
| don't like jail. |'ve been there.

PH LI P
Just listen to the nan, Court.

COURTNEY
Why can't you do it, uncle Hardy?

HARDY
"' man entertai nnent | awer.



COURTNEY
Exactly. Cubs? Entertainers? Cocaine?

HARDY
Funny. Look, these folks are the
best. Let's just listen. Ckay?

COURTNEY
Fine. AmI| paying all these people?

SAUL
You' re not paying any of these people,
Ms. Grossbart.

COURTNEY
| don't know who Ms. Grossbart is.
Coul d you just call me Courtney?

SAUL
Sure, Courtney. This is a
consultation. If we take your case,
we'll work out a fee. And later we'll
cut it in half because Hardy w ||
beat us until we do. Your uncle is
very good at what he does. He's just
not a litigator. W are. Ckay?

COURTNEY
Ckay. |I'mjust nervous. | don't know
how t hi s happened. |I'm com ng off

like a jerk. Sorry.

PHI LI P
You are a jerk. Ow it.

HARDY
Ckay, okay. Enough. Go ahead, Saul.

Johnny's quiet. Watching. Sonething about this girl. Aside
from being hot as holy hell. Something el se. Deeper.

COURTNEY
l"msorry, M. Clarke. Philip's acting
out because |'msmarter and cuter
than him Pl ease, you were saying?

PH LI P
Not cl ose, on either count.

SAUL
| understand you're at USC?

COURTNEY
Graduat e school, yes.



SAUL
St udyi ng, what ?

COURTNEY

| graduated summa cum | aude with

dual majors, French and Psyc
|"mtaking ny masters in Psy

hol ogy.
ch

Sci ence. Thus ny smarter comment.

The cuter part is debatable
Philip starts to start again but Sau

SAUL
You're certainly cute. And s
But, in this case, maybe not

COURTNEY
True.

SAUL
To review, a security enpl oy
the club called "The Y" took
Courtney's bag to security b

| suppose.

cuts himoff.

mart.

ee at

ecause

she was danci ng and the bag was

unguarded. In doing so, he s
glass vial in Courtney's ope
The club's on a drugs watch
they're very sensitive. He c
of f-duty officer. Substance
field test is positive for c

aw a
n bag.

list so
alls an
sei zed,
ocai ne.

W' ve opened conmuni cation on a plea.

Any questions? Conments?

PHI LI P
What about the usual ? Rehab, a little
jail time, you know, like last tine.
COURTNEY
VWhat if it wasn't mne?
PHI LI P
Yeah, right.
SAUL
For now, we start with what they can
prove. It was found in your bag.
Your nenory of the evening is, at

best, cloudy. And possession
require special intent. Poss
presunes intent to possess.

COURTNEY

doesn't
essi on

Ckay. What do | do? They gave ne a

ticket. A summons.

25.



26.

SAUL
You'll nmake a brief appearance. Your
|l ead | awer will be John Gles. John?

The associates all stifle a huge hel ping of shock. Especially
Bradl ey. He had no hint of this. Nobody did.

JOHNNY
Uh, hi, yes. Hello, Courtney.

COURTNEY
You're ny | awyer?

JOHNNY
Apparently. Yes.

SAUL
Backed up by our entire litigation
team if he needs anyt hing.

HARDY
What' s your background, John?

COURTNEY
| know you.

Time stops. Wiat ?

COURTNEY ( CONT' D)
You're that guy. On Crine Stories.
| ove that show. You're the guy, aren't
you? Who got a | aw degree in prison
did his own appeal and won his case?

JOHNNY
Uh. Yes. That would be ne.
COURTNEY
| thought that was amazi ng.
HARDY
VWait. You just, how long ago did you
get out of... prison? Really, Saul?
JOHNNY

My conviction was vacated, actually.

SAUL
John's story is quite remarkabl e,
Hardy. He's a very bright...

COURTNEY
['Il take him



PH LI P

What ?
COURTNEY

| want him To be ny | awer.
HARDY

Li sten, Court, naybe we shoul d..
COURTNEY

| thought they were the best.
HARDY

They are.
COURTNEY

And they said he's the guy. So, |

trust their judgnment. 1"l

| take him

Philip and Hardy both are squirm ng. But, what to do.

SAUL

As | said, John will oversee the

case. The firmw ||l handl

e her case

as a group. And, to be honest, it's
not a conplex matter, unfortunately.

COURTNEY
So, John, what do you thi

Speaki ng of being put on the spot.

JOHNNY
Was the coke yours?

COURTNEY
| don't know. Maybe.

PH LI P
Like | said. A few days i

nk?

Ckay. Say what you think.

n the clink,

then off to rehab. Right John?

Nobody says anything to hel p. Fine.
JOHNNY

Johnny can pl ay.

As Saul says, this is a consultation.

Once we get into it, we'l
better basis for a decisi

| have a
on. We don't

need to work out a plea with
ourselves. W do that wth the DA

PHI LI P

Well, yah, I'mjust saying.

27.



Courtney i

Philip sm

As Saul

h

JOHNNY
|"msorry, but what's your interest
in this, other than concern for your
sister? Were you at the cl ub?
COURTNEY
He was, but he was of f sonmewhere,
chasi ng sone inpossible tail, again.
PHI LI P
| didn't see any of it. I'mhere
because they took her license.
HARDY
Ckay. | have a neeting. | think we're
good here. Can | drop you, Courtney?
COURTNEY
Sure. So, | have to go turn nyself

in and all that tonorrow.

SAUL
John will go with you

COURTNEY
Ckay. Fine. See you tonorrow, John
Nice to neet you

s up, neeting Johnny half way, shakes hands. Firm

JOHNNY
Li kewi se. See you tonorrow.
COURTNEY
Let's go, Uncle. I'll ride with you.

Philip needs sone quality alone tinme
with his ego.

rks. Follows Hardy and Courtney out. Saul follows.

SAUL
Let me get your parking validated.

ts the door, he stops, barks out orders.

SAUL ( CONT' D)
Talk to the DA, get nme sonme options.

JOHNNY
We should interview the security
guy. Check him out.

BRADLEY
W' ve got his statenent.

28.
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Saul follows the clients to reception,

RHONA

You can go look for clues if you
want. Way don't you |l et us handl e

this. W've done it before.

J OHNNY
It's ny case. You heard him

BRADLEY

Who knows what that was about.
worry. We'll save her from herself.

More words pointless, Johnny funes. Strides out.

I NT. JOHNNY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Johnny's maki ng notes. Madi son enters.

JOHNNY

Hey.
MADI SON

Come on. |'mtaking you shoppi ng.
JOHNNY

What ?
MADI SON

Shoppi ng. Buying stuff. In a store.
JOHNNY

Why ?
MADI SON

Because |'ve been asked to.

| eavi ng t he group.

29.

Johnny rises. But doesn't get it. Though goi ng anywhere with

Madi son does not sound |ike a bad assignnent.

JOHNNY
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

MADI SON

Hal Braun? Managi ng Partner? W're
to go buy you a suit, or two.

J OHNNY
| have a suit.

MADI SON
Exhibit A | rest ny case.

12



JOHNNY
| think I'll pass. Thanks.

MADI SON
"Il tell Hal. No problem

JOHNNY
You people really think lawis all
about the clothes?

MADI SON
Law i s not about the cl othes.

JOHNNY
Ckay, |'m supposed to go buy cl othes
but it's not about clothes. Very
logical. Wy didn't | see that?

MADI SON
You do enjoy the sound of your own
voi ce, don't you? You can't go into
court looking |ike Barney Fife.

JOHNNY
That's severe. Barney? Real |l y?

MADI SON
I f you | ook successful, people assune
you are successful. To be successful,
clients nmust hire you. If they hire
you, you nust be good, or they would
hi re sonebody else. So, it's not
about the clothes. But it is.

JOHNNY
Got it. We dress up so we can trick
people into hiring us.

MADI SON
Fine. Wear your Janmes to court,
and a sign that says I'mbrilliant.

She's half way out the door.

JOHNNY
Hey, wait. Hold up.

She stops, but not for |ong.
JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Look, | don't expect you and themto
see it that way. | get it.

Edgi ng back into the room
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MADI SON

Real ly. And what do you get?
JOHNNY

Hey, | went fromfoster care to

prison. That's where | cone from
Suits are for hustlers and pinps.

MADI SON

You're wearing a suit. So, which one
are you? Just because it | ooks cheap,
you' re above it all? Were do hustlers

and pi nps shop? W'l go there.

JOHNNY
Look, I'mjust saying, things | ook
different fromny vantage point. |

didn't get a set of Bi mmer keys tossed
at me when | was 16 and | didn't go

to Harvard. Stone walls, yes. But,
no ivy. So, | get it. That's all.

Madi son shoul d probably just | eave but she's

MADI SON
I"'mfromDetroit, Mchigan. Not

t oo pi ssed.

Bloonfield Hills. Detroit. | went to

public school. I went to college o
financial aid I'mstill paying off
Wor ked ny way through | aw school .
And busted ny ass every step. And

n

bought this outfit wth my own noney.

Which | made on ny feet, not on ny
back. And |I'm dammed proud of it.
So, no, you don't, at all, get it.

She spins and stornms out. Any hope Johnny m

with this woman just went up in snoke. Snoke blown with his

own big nouth. And he knows it.
| NT. TOMN CAR -- DAY

Courtney and Johnny, dressed in a new suit,
head to the jail for Courtney's processing.

COURTNEY
You | ook ni ce.

JOHNNY

ght have had

shirt and tie,

It's all about the clothes, really.

COURTNEY
Not hi ng wong wi th | ooki ng good.

31.
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Wi ch Courtney does very well. Johnny's noti ced.

COURTNEY ( CONT' D)
| don't |ike police stations.

JOHNNY
Try prison. Wiich you will if you
keep this act up.
COURTNEY
| know. It's bad. |'ve been trying.
JOHNNY
Was that your coke in your bag?
COURTNEY
Like mne-mne? No. But, | run with

a pretty crazy crowd. You never know.
Depends on which bag | pick up. Wite
powder, brown, red pills, blue, who

knows. | do drugs. | need to stop.
get it. So, | don't know.
JOHNNY
You don't know? That's it?
COURTNEY
Vell, why wouldn't it be? | |ike
that lyric, by the way, white powder
brown, red pills blue.... Dd you
know | write songs?
JOHNNY
You were high, no doubt.
COURTNEY
(1 aughi ng)

Uh, high is a gross understatenent.

JOHNNY
The security guy said he didn't see
anybody el se around your bag.

COURTNEY
So, there you go.

JOHNNY
Ckay. We're processing you and you're
goi ng hone, right? Staying there?

COURTNEY
" mgoing to class.

32.



33.

JOHNNY
How do you do it? School and the
other stuff? Party tine.

COURTNEY
|"mreally, really smart. And really,
really dunmb, at the sane tine.

JOHNNY
A tune | know pretty well. Ckay.
"1l do what | can do.

The car makes a turn and approaches the police precinct.

COURTNEY
l"mnor worried. I'll be fine, if ny
| awyer doesn't suck

Courtney pokes himin the side, |aughs, and grabs his arm

COURTNEY ( CONT' D)
| can do a few days. Don't worry. If
you can't get nme off. Oops, fromthe
case, | nmean. Ha.

Qovi ous sex banter. The car stops and Johnny counts to two,
opens the door. This female thing needs to get under control,
sonehow, soon. O, he's going to do sonething truly stupid.

END OF ACT TWO
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34.

ACT THREE
INT. THE "Y" CLUB -- N GHT

JOHNNY at "THE Y" - a thunping club. He approaches a |arge
beef man with a coiled-wire ear-bud, STEVE KLEIN (20'Ss).

J OHNNY
Hey, are you Steve? Steve Kl ein?

Klein continues to scan while dealing with Johnny.

STEVE

You the | awer?
JOHNNY

Yeah. | represent Courtney G ossbart.
STEVE

| gave a statenent.

JOHNNY
| wanted to ask you about that night,
what you saw.

STEVE
| gave a statenent. | took the bags
to security. Saw the dope. Called
the cop. Ckay? Goodbye.

JOHNNY
You al ways take custoner's bags
wi thout telling thenf

STEVE
" mworking. You can talk to the
manager or the lawers. I'mgoing to

have to ask you to nove al ong.
Johnny noves in closer.

JOHNNY
O what? Exactly?

STEVE
O this, exactly.

St eve grabs Johnny by the front of his shirt and starts to
spin him to lock his arm behind him But Johnny spins on
his own, faster than expected, com ng around with a cl osed
fist blowto the side of Steve's neck. Steve staggers a step,
raises an arm but Johnny hits himagain, fast, straight to
hi s Adans' apple. He grabs his throat, gasping for air,
funbling for the panic button on his belt. Johnny catches

14



hi msel f just as he's grabbed from behi nd by anot her bouncer
and slammed into the wall.

15 LAW FI RM -- DAY

Johnny, with a scraped face, sits in his office with Nate.

NATE

He grabbed you first, technically.
JOHNNY

Techni cal | y.
NATE

They have caneras. He overreact ed.
JOHNNY

But | didn't.
NATE

You want to argue the point? | fixed
it. You re wel cone.

JOHNNY
Sonmet hing's not right about this.

NATE
Hey, new guy. There's cases and then
there's cases.

JOHNNY
People in that section weren't
dancing. He said he took the bag for
saf ety because she was danci ng.

NATE
Who knows where the guy stands every
ni ght. Besides, to wn, you' ve got
to get the coke out of her bag.
Possession i s possession. She
possessed. O, you're possessed over
her. O both.

JOHNNY
| gotta figure this out.

NATE
You gotta figure you out.

And Nate's out.
16 | NT. DI STRI CT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY
Johnny sits across the desk from SI MONE TURNER, ADA

35.
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SI MONE
You want to help ne prove ny case?

JOHNNY
| want to satisfy ny curiosity.

S| MONE
About the nol ecul ar structure of
cocai ne? You didn't take chem stry?

JOHNNY
You can approve the | ab.

S| MONE
W have a lab. It's called the State
Crime Lab. They're excellent.

JOHNNY
| want the container analyzed. Not
t he coke.

SI MONE
To see if it's glass?

J OHNNY
You don't have to be this difficult.

SI MONE
You think this is difficult? Pl ease.
| tell you what, I'lIl sleep on it.
Meanwhi | e, | suggest you fol ks at
St one- Weber get your act together.

JOHNNY
Meani ng.

SI MONE
|"ve got a plea agreement waiting

approval, and you' re over here asking

to have a | ab anal yze the contai ner.
Does that sound like together to
you? You and Bradl ey need to get
your signals straight.

JOHNNY
Br adl ey Corbin?

SI MONE
| assune you know each ot her.

JOHNNY
You tal ked plea with Bradl ey?

36.
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SI MONE

Did | say sonething you didn't
under st and? You guys get straight
and then give ne a call. Ckay?

Johnny's fuse |it,

needs to get out before he bl ows.

JOHNNY
| understand. | apol ogize. | do want
the vial analyzed. And |I'm | ead
counsel so we'll get it straight.

Sorry to bother you.

SI MONE

No bother. Well, some, but I'Il Iive.
Can you find the way out?

JOHNNY

Sure. Take care.

SI MONE

Yeah. You, too.

Johnny | eaves. Sinone picks up her phone.

S| MONE ( CONT' D)

Hey, track down Saul Cl arke at Stone-
Weber for nme. Yeah. Thanks.

Si none di sconnects.

I NT. MADI SON BARNES' OFFI CE -- DAY

Madi son in her office, finishing an e-mail, as Johnny pokes
his head in. She waves himin, finishes, hits SEND
JOHNNY

Hey.
MADI SON
What's up?
JOHNNY
Can | ask you a quick question?
MADI SON
Sur e.
JOHNNY
First, | want to clear the air. |

get that you don't |ike ne.

37.
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MADI SON
My air is fine. Who says | don't
i ke you? Is that your question?

JOHNNY
" mjust saying...

Madi son eyes him

MADI SON
John... Johnny... which is it?

JOHNNY
It's always been Johnny. Now, | don't
know. Maybe Johnny's a kid's nane.

MADI SON
| don't dislike you, Johnny. What |
don't like is that I'mworking ny
ass off here. ..

JOHNNY
So am |.
MADI SON
I"'mmaking a life. You' re making a
statenent. | respect your brain, and
your ability. But, that's it.
JOHNNY
Ckay. | hear you. | can see that.
MADI SON
(t hr own)
Okay, then. Guess I'll see you later.
JOHNNY
That wasn't ny question.
MADI SON
Answer one for ne, first.
JOHNNY
Ckay.
MADI SON

Why St one- Weber? You hate suits and
peopl e who wear them So why push
yourself in here, of all places?

Bef ore he can answer, a voice cones over the firm speakers.



VOCE (O S.)
Attention, attention. This is a code
thirteen. The firmis on | ockdown.
Pl ease stay in your offices or your

current location until further notice.

J OHNNY
Shit... | nean, what the hell..

Madi son is visibly distressed.

MADI SON
That's... it's... shit.
J OHNNY
VWhat ?
MADI SON
Thirteen is a code for ne. It's ny
ex, ex-boyfriend. | have a restraining
order but... he's done this before.
J OHNNY
Jeezus. How ex is he?
MADI SON
It's fromback hone, it's... from

when | was 16. He's older. It's a
mess, that's all.

VO CE (O S.)
Attention, attention, please. The
situation has been resol ved. Pl ease
di sregard the prior nmessage. Again,
pl ease di sregard the prior nessage.

JOHNNY
| guess he left. O they shot him

Madi son does not appear to appreciate the hunor.

MADI SON
So, answer the question. Wiy us?

Johnny | ooks but there's no trace in her face,
anyt hi ng just happened.

JOHNNY
| didn't have anywhere el se to go.

no hint that

So bare, so honest, it catches Madi son off guard.

39.



Madi son' s

MADI SON
| see. Uh, good luck, then. I've got
to get back to sone things. Did |
answer your question? At all?

JOHNNY
You sure you're okay with...

MADI SON
Anyt hing el se? | have work.

phone beeps. She ignores it.

JOHNNY

| want the vial in ny case anal yzed.
MADI SON

The vial? Not the drugs? Wy?
JOHNNY

Because sonething snells.
MADI SON

That's specific. What snells?
JOHNNY

The security guy. It's like he's got

a script. | don't buy it.
MADI SON

And, you have a built in lie detector.

JOHNNY
Sonmet hing |ike that.

MADI SON
That nust conme in handy. File a
nmotion. It wll be granted. Easy.

JOHNNY
Bradl ey' s taken the case over. He's
already trying to plead it out.

MADI SON

VWho's lead on it? Counsel of record?
J OHNNY

| am
MADI SON

So, file your notion.

JOHNNY
He'l | be pissed.

40.
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MADI SON
Who's your client?

JOHNNY
Courtney is.

MADI SON

Good thing to renenber. Whet her or
not she sleeps with you, you stil
have to sleep with yourself.

JOHNNY
Been doing that for a while, now
Got it. That hel ps. Thanks.

MADI SON
It was worth a nickel. No sweat.

She gives hima perfunctory smle and goes back to her work.
18 | NT. STONE- VWEBER -- DAY
In the hall near reception, Johnny's net by Hal Braun.

HAL
There you are. Follow ne.

J OHNNY
Sure. \Where?

HAL
Courtney's grandma is here, Ms.
Grossbart. You shoul d say hell o.

JOHNNY
Ckay, sure. Wiy's she here?

HAL
Grandma's fed up with Courtney's bad
girl. Time to turn off the faucet.

At the conference roomdoor, Hal knocks, |eads Johnny in.
Seated at the table are ELI SE GROSSBART (70) and Philip.

HAL ( CONT' D)
Good norning, Ms. Gossbart, Philip.
Ms. Gossbart, | wanted to i ntroduce

you to the | awer who's handling
Courtney's case. This is John Gl es.
John, this is Ms. Elise Gossbart,
Courtney's grandnot her.



MRS. GROSSBART
Not hing | can do about that. That's
pretty nuch settled. N ce to neet
you, M. Gles. Good luck with her.

JOHNNY
She's definitely... spirited.

Ms. Gossbart alnost dies on the spot froma | augh attack.

MRS. GROSSBART
Spirited. Yes, | should say so. But,
this time, it's going to cost her.
Maybe she'll get the nessage.

JOHNNY
|"msorry to hear that.

MRS. GROSSBART
| gave her an ultimtum Maybe she
t hought it was a suggestion. O, she
wasn't listening, nore likely. Well,
we'll see how she |ikes her trust
fund adjustnment and ny new will.
Ri sk and reward. Ri sk and reward.
Right, Philip? That's how it works.

Johnny's not mssed Philip's smirk. Only solidifies his
opinion of rich kids. Snooty rich kids, at |east.

PH LI P
| have that witten down, severa
tinmes. In several places.

MRS. GROSSBART
As well you should. Good |uck, M.
Gles. Get her sone hard tinme this
time. Mght do her sone good.

JOHNNY
| don't know anybody who's gotten
any good from doing hard tine, but
who knows. Maybe she'd be the first.

Ms. Gossbart does not |ike being contradicted. It shows.

HAL
M. Gles has work to do so we'l|l
| et you go, John.

JOHNNY
Good to neet you, Ms. Grossbart.
Philip. Good to see you agai n.

42.



PH LI P
Yeah, you too. Charned.

Johnny chuckles to hinself on the way out. In the street,
Philip wouldn't last two mnutes. In here, he's untouchable.

I NT. HAL BRAUN S OFFI CE -- DAY

0 Johnny

Bradl ey fum ng, Saul sanguine, Hal nulling options,
ch is likely.

feeling good, even if they fire him whi

BRADLEY
He totally usurped ne! And enbarrassed
the hell out of the firm

SAUL
Well, technically, you usurped him
and he enbarrassed you, not the firm

BRADLEY
| run the Pro Bono Project!

SAUL
Oversee it. He's counsel of record.

HAL
John, anything to say?

JOHNNY
| quote, "Backed up by our entire
litigation team if he needs
anything." | didn't need anything.

SAUL
You have a photographic nenory, too?

J OHNNY
Alnost. It's not 100%

BRADLEY
| told you we had this worked out!

J OHNNY
VWhat's that have to do with the truth?

SAUL
Now, hold on, John. Let's not get
confused. Qur job here is to represent
our clients to the best of our
ability, based on provable facts.
Provabl e facts and the truth often
are two different things. The truth
is what the law says it is.



44,

J OHNNY
No, it isn't.

HAL
You just got here, son. Are you
determned to get fired al ready?

JOHNNY
" mjust discussing this. Your version
of truth put nme in prison. W m ght
not know every fact with certainty,
but we have an obligation to | ook as
| ong and hard as we can until we
have no noves left. Then we do the
best we can. | |earned that inside,
too. Sone days you fight. Sonme days
you wal k away. Knowi ng which is which
can keep you alive. But, you don't
ever stop short of that line. You
do, you | ose respect, and you m ght
as well be dead. Sane thing out here.
Just nicer clothes. And ties. Wich
| still can't figure out, what the
hell they actually do.

Bradley is half way toward expl odi ng when interrupted by
Hal 's laughter. Hal can't stop, to the point that everyone
is staring at him Wat the hell is he | aughing about?

HAL
In all ny years, nobody's ever..
What do ties do? | have no idea...
Anybody?

SAUL
| despise the dammed things. My wife
pi cks them out or they'd never match.
That and socks. |I'mcolor blind.

Bradl ey wants to kill sonebody. But, now? How? Even Johnny
is off kilter. He was doing battle and now this?

HAL
Ckay. That's a conversation for scotch
and cigars. But, for now, John... it

| ooks like you're going to win your
case. So, you win, for now That's
the way it works around here.

Gentl emen, thank you for your tine.

Meani ng, dism ssed. Saul, Bradley and Johnny wander out,
i ke | eaving a restaurant having not gotten to eat the neal.
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20 I NT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY 20

Johnny in ADA Sinone Turner's office.

SI MONE
Ckay, her prints aren't on the vial.
Doesn't matter. It's still her bag.
JOHNNY

Fine, you want to try this case?

SI MONE
Don't get ahead of yourself.

JOHNNY
Ckay, |I'mright here. Not noving.

SI MONE
Sonebody gives her the stuff, asks
her to hold it, whatever, it's her
bag. Sane as in a car. Stuff's in
your gl ove box, not your prints? Too
bad, still your stuff.

JOHNNY
A jury mght not agree.

SI MONE
"' m not prosecuting your client.

JOHNNY
Ch. Gkay. | hear a but...

SI MONE
She needs to get herself straight.

JOHNNY
| agree. So does she.

SI MONE
We did match the prints, by the way.
Just not to your client.

JOHNNY
Real | y.

SI MONE
Security guy. He didn't nention
touching the vial, though he m ght
remenber doing an "inventory" if we
ask himagain. Not a crine.

JOHNNY
Maybe he'd be |ying.
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S| MONE
Mot i ve?

J OHNNY
(w shes he knew)
| don't know.

SI MONE
Ckay, good | uck.

Meeting over. Johnny rises. On the way out...
SI MONE ( CONT' D)
So, that's information and a favor.
You owe ne, tw ce.

Not sure which of several neanings to put on that, Johnny
does what he does best, keep quiet, smle and exit.

JOHNNY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Johnny on the phone with his pal Casey.

JOHNNY
Yeah, no furniture yet but it's great.
Look Casey, | know you're clean..

yeah, of course...

(for anyone |i stening)
"Testing, testing, 1-2-3"... Listen,
i f you know anybody who knows anybody,
| need to know what's up with "The
Y" club. Yeah. Like who's running
action out of there. Yes, "official"
business. | don't touch the stuff.
O course you don't. Who would, right?
Thanks, brutha. Qut.

He hangs up.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
| NT. STONE-VWEBER -- DAY 22

Philip G ossbart, seated in the reception area of Stone-\Wber,
stands as Bradl ey approaches.

BRADLEY
Hey, Philip, thanks for com ng down.

PH LI P
(shaki ng hands)
No problem counselor. What's up?

BRADLEY
Let's go to ny office. You need
anyt hi ng, coffee, anything?

PH LI P
No, |I'm good. Lead the way. You said
this was about G an's estate plan?

BRADLEY
Yeah. | think it is, yeah.

A slightly confused Philip follows Bradl ey dowm the hall.
| NT. BRADLEY' S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS 23

Bradley leads Philip into his office, where Johnny waits,
gazing out the wi ndow. Hears thementer, turns.

JOHNNY
H there, Philip. How s it going?

PH LI P
VWhat's he doi ng here?

BRADLEY
Have a seat, Philip. This wll only
t ake a second.

PHI LI P

"Il stand. What's going on here?
BRADLEY

Ckay, well, I'"ll sit. Johnny?
JOHNNY

"1l stand. Thanks for asking.

PH LI P
VWhat does this have to do with
G andnot her' s estate?



BRADLEY
You ever had a DU, Philip?

He stops. Qobviously they know, so why ask.

PH LI P
Well, yes. Once. | did. Way?

BRADLEY
When was that, Johnny?

JOHNNY
Three years ago.

PH LI P
Ckay, guys. | don't know what you're
up to but | have things to do so I'm
| eaving. And, |'Ill suggest that our
fam |y discontinue doing business..

J OHNNY
You had a bad one, Phil. Went to
jail and everything. A 0.17 bl ood
al cohol content? Which, hey, it
happens. But, they al so take your
fingerprints. And those buggers go
into the systemeventually, after
they' ve got all the rapists and
killers in there.

He knows. How stupid could he have been.

PHI LI P
|"'msure | don't know what you're
getting at.

JOHNNY

My man Steve down at The Y cracked
pretty fast for a big guy. He didn't
do anything all that wong, listening
to a custoner who tipped himoff

that sonme girls were hol ding, agreeing
not to nention who told him in
exchange for a little tip. Pretty
normal stuff. But, boy, did he give
you up fast. Once he saw your picture.
Did you know there are party photos

of you all over the internet?

Philip | ooks to Bradl ey.
PH LI P

Are you going to sit there or what?
Are you in on this insanity?



BRADLEY

Hey, |'m cocky, not crooked. Your
own sister? That's just evil, man,
purely evil.

PHI LI P
You got ne down here under false
pret enses.

BRADLEY
Nope. |'m al nost positive this wll

affect grandma's estate pl an.

J OHNNY
Ri sk and reward, Philip. R sk and
reward. Isn't that howit works?

PHI LI P
|'"'mleaving. | don't have to put up
with this.

And he heads for the door.

BRADLEY
| guess you could say we'd hear from
your |awyers but, ha, we are your
| awyers. I'"'mnot billing you for
this neeting, by the way.

And Philip is gone.

JOHNNY
Thanks. I... no, | really appreciate
your doing that. You didn't have to.
BRADLEY
| know. So, you owe ne.
JOHNNY
|"'mnot sure | |ike that.
BRADLEY

"' m al nost sure you don't. Too bad.
| did you a favor.

JOHNNY
So, what do you want?

BRADLEY
Rhona.

JOHNNY

You' ve al ready got Rhona.
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BRADLEY
Just sone insurance. And Madi son.
J OHNNY
| don't have Madi son. Neither do
you.
BRADLEY
Call it a "get in her pants free"

card, for when | do.
Johnny starts for the door, stops.

JOHNNY
You know, | admt it. | alnost thought
you were human for a second.

And he's out. Bradley is very pleased with hinself.
| NT. LAW OFFI CE -- DAY 24

Johnny neets Rhona in the hallway. She | ooks at him
differently. Appraising. Approving.

RHONA
Ni ce job, counsel or

JOHNNY
Thanks. Pretty sinple, really.

RHONA
Yeah, right. W debate the ethical
question of getting sonebody off who
says they did it. You get sonebody
off who has no idea if they did it.
Not bad for your first case.

JOHNNY
It's not ny first case.
RHONA
Your first one out here. |'m buying
you a dri nk.
JOHNNY
l"d |like that.
RHONA

It's not a proposal. Just a drink.

JOHNNY
| don't believe you.
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Johnny wat ches her wal k. Ckay,

al |,

RHONA

Too bad. What Rhona says goes, whet her

or not I mean it. Keep Friday open.

| NT. RESTAURANT -- NI GHT

51.

sonething's got to give. After
seven years i s seven years.

Johnny and Rhona share cocktails at a splashy bar-restaurant.

RHONA
Here's to you, counsel or.

JOHNNY
| just survived one nore day.

RHONA
You' re probably right. But, taking
on Bradl ey? Don't show ne, but how
big are your balls, exactly?

JOHNNY
No tinme for bullshit, that's all.
So, you and Bradley are a thing?

RHONA
We're sonething, for sure.

JOHNNY
But, you're drinking with ne?

RHONA
We're associates at the sane firm
You drink with Nate, don't you?

JOHNNY
Nat e doesn't have your..
RHONA
Wt?
JOHNNY
Ri ght .
RHONA

M wit's not down ny dress.

JOHNNY
Did | do that? Sorry.

RHONA
No problem That's why | bought it.
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Bef ore he can respond, Bradley wal ks in with Courtney.

RHONA ( CONT' D)
Nice, really nice nove.

J OHNNY
She's a client of the firm

RHONA
Right. The only question is, who's
he nmessing with, you or ne.

J OHNNY
It's not ne.

Courtney spots them and beans.

RHONA
Check the smle and the outfit. That
is all yours if you want it.

Johnny's phone goes off. He checks it, as Bradley arrives
wi th Courtney. Johnny holds up a hand, answers the phone.

JOHNNY
Hey, what's up?

Hi s face goes dark as he listens.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
CKay, okay, it's okay. Were are
you? Stay there. |I'm com ng.

He di sconnects. Stands. Fl ustered

BRADLEY
What's up, hero? We cane to help you
cel ebrate getting Courtney off, or
wel |, you know.

JOHNNY
| have to go.

RHONA
VWhat . .. Way?

J OHNNY
It's Madison. | have to go.

BRADLEY
She cal |l ed you? For what?
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JOHNNY
| don't know. Maybe she thinks..
don't know. ..

COURTNEY
You can't have a drink first? | wanted
to surprise you.

JOHNNY
You did. I... I'msorry...

RHONA
No, you go. If the goddess wants
you, you should go.

JOHNNY
It's not |like that. She shot sonebody.

BRADLEY
Shot... as in shot? Wo?

JOHNNY
Her ex. | have to go.

RHONA
The guy from back hone? |Is he..

Johnny throws some cash on the table.

J OHNNY
He's dead. She killed him

Johnny bolts, leaving three struck nunb, w thout words.

BLACKQOUT.
END OF SHOW




	TEASER
	1	INT. PRISON CELL -- DAY
	2	EXT. PRISON YARD -- DAY
	ACT ONE
	3	INT. LAW FIRM OFFICE -- DAY
	4	INT. LAW FIRM CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY
	5	INT. HAL BRAUN'S OFFICE -- MORNING
	6	INT. MOBILE HOME -- NIGHT
	7	INT. JOHNNY'S OFFICE -- MORNING
	8	INT. BAR -- EVENING
	ACT TWO
	9	INT. SAUL CLARKE'S OFFICE -- MORNING
	10	INT. HAL BRAUN'S OFFICE -- DAY
	11	INT. LAW FIRM CONFERENCE ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER
	12	INT. JOHNNY'S OFFICE -- DAY
	13	INT. TOWN CAR -- DAY
	ACT THREE
	14	INT. THE "Y" CLUB -- NIGHT
	15	LAW FIRM -- DAY
	16	INT. DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE -- DAY
	17	INT. MADISON BARNES' OFFICE -- DAY
	18	INT. STONE-WEBER -- DAY
	19	INT. HAL BRAUN'S OFFICE -- DAY
	20	INT. DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE -- DAY
	21	JOHNNY'S OFFICE -- DAY
	ACT FOUR
	22	INT. STONE-WEBER -- DAY
	23	INT. BRADLEY'S OFFICE -- CONTINUOUS
	24	INT. LAW OFFICE -- DAY
	25	INT. RESTAURANT -- NIGHT

