Scr eenpl ay



MVEMORY LANE

Jessie Lynn nust maintian the Donovan Gardens Nursing hone
in top condition in order to recieve her inheritance from
her long ignored ailing rich uncle, and she soon di scover

that retirenent hones

Char acter Descriptions

Abby Villas - works at the front desk, she trusts no one and
i s always asking questions in hopes of catching her subjects
inalie

Leo Estaban - Grandson of Esnerelda, he goes to her for
advi ce and advocates for her needs with the staff.

Lana Estaban- New patient, wise latina |lady with a jaded
past in the punk rock and netal nusic business where she was
a manager. She can play both innocent old | ady or hardend
hag dependi ng on what Is necessary in the situation

Richie Crina - the Don Juan of the Nursing hone. He ruffles
the hen's feathers, but always nmanages to escape true
persecution due to his relentless, calcul ated charns.

Gary Wnters - The activities coordi nator that manages to
create an atnosphere of m scal cul ated mayhemw th each well
i ntentioned idea.

Jessie Lynn - Head nurse, the heart of the nursing hone,
she’s concerned for the welfare of the staff and patients,
is good at heart to heart talks, elated giggles, forthwight
speeches and inpul sive acts of courage. She is a nother with
a | ovi ng husband.

Lawr ence Maduro - A good guy patient that |ikes to hang out,
participate in the goings on of the nursing honme, and has a
good natured sense of hunor that allows himpoke fun at
little things that aren’t quite right. Can get frustrated
and throw fits, but it’s funny.

Deondre Baker - a bouncer type orderly with a gentle nature
t hat does the heavy lifting around the nursing hone

Al berta Wndthrope - patient, regal, proper, dignified
not her of six annoying spoiled brats that visit and | eave
absurd gifts.

El anore Marcus - A gl anourous patient with an overdecorated
living area and a gossipy nature. Like to play cards and
sneak cigarretes.

Ted Pfeiffer - Aretired fire-fighter patient that chinmes in
with one-liners, can junp in during a crisis.
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M chael Voight - a small framed orderly that goes with the
flow, nmostly physical conedy with little dialog. Oten wll
be the one with the solution to a problemthat he will hint
at .

Edward St apl eton - The owner of the nursing hone, has
periferial interest in the goings on at the hone,

occasi onal |y nakes odd requests that relate to his other
busi ness interests that may or may not be | egal.

W1l Enmerson - Patient, Conspiracy theorist and inventor.
Doesn’t really listen to anyone, enters and exits with
absurd rants that are innaccurate on the facts. Participates
in activities and can fix anything. Conpul sive ganbler.

COLD OPEN
FADE | N

INT - JESSIE LYNN S ROOM - DAWN

Al arm cl ock radi o goes off (suggested nusic: Mani c Monday)
at 6 ama manicured female hand turns it off. W see the
face of an attractive 25 year old JESSIE Lynn, wth flanne
pastel pajamas. Her roomis Retro 80’'s pastels, clean and
wel | organized with inspirational quotes on the wall and a
treadm || in the corner.

JESSI E VO
That was the norning of the day
that changed ny |life forever.

Phone ri ngs.

JESSI E
Hell o, yes this is Jessica Lane.
Yes,| do have an uncl e Edward
St apl eton. ..

JESSI E VO
| thought when ny uncle Edward
died, as his sole living relative,
his inheritance woul d be the
solution to all mny problens.

CRCSS DI SSCLVE



EXT. MANS|I ON - FANTASY

Jessi ca descends el egant staircase in a sparkled gown

hol ding a gl ass of chanpagne, is fawned on ny three handsone
men in tuxedos. A string quartet plays. a few pedigree |ap
dogs frolick

JESSI E VO
| was going to live in a beautiful
home, w th designer clothes, and
great conpany.. .

EXT. SPEEDBOAT - FANTASY CONT.

Jessica stands facing the wind, driving a speed boat as the
three nmen in tuxedos cheer her on.

JESSI E VO
| thought nmy Iife was going to
begin, that it would be non-stop
excitenment. | was sorely m staken

I NT. NURSI NG HOVE BEDROOM - DAY

Jessica is wearing blue scrubs, protective hat and mask,
rubber gl oves. She is nealed down,a tiny old lady with
out dated gl asses and very frizzy hair is sitting up in bed.

OLD LADY
| think I may have overfilled the
bedpan... WATCH OUT

Jessica' s eyes widen as she picks up the pan and stunbles
towards the frame about to SPLASH t he vi ewer.

FADE TO BLACK

I NT. LAWWER S OFFI CE - DAY

Jessica, dressed in black holding a white hankerchief gently
weepi ng, sits across fromlawer’s desk. A brunette about
the sane age as her sits to her right, CARLY, and to her
left is BRAD as scrawny | eather skined guy with a spikey

hai rcut .

LAWER
...And to Jessie Lane, ny only
living relative, | bequeth ny
entire worldly possessions, on the
condition that she maintian The

( MORE)
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LAWYER (cont’ d)
Donvan Gardens Retirenent Community
in five star condition as head
director condition for a term of
three years, the same anount of
ti me she abandoned ne in ny ailing
health. If you fail to succeed,
your only inheritance will be the
retirement comunity itself.

Jessica abruptly quits weeping.

JESSI E
What ? This can’t be happeni ng!

CREDI TS: SEQUENCE- MONTAGE OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF JESSI CA MAKI NG
AN | NSPI RATI ON BOARD FULL OF ALL HER HOPES AND DREAMS OF
MATERI ALI SM AND SUCCESS. SCENE W TH THE LAWYER. JESSI CA
LOOKI NG DEFEATED AS SHE APPROACHES THE ENTRY OF THE NURSI NG
HOVE. HER STANDI NG | N HER DI RECTORS UNI FORM QUTSI DE, SHE
DROPS HER ARM TO START A RACE OF ELDERLY | N WHEELCHAI RS, SHE
SM LES, HER | NSPI RATI ON BOARD | S ABOVE HER OFFI CE DESK NEXT
TO A BULLI TIN BOARD FULL OF FRIENDLY FACES AND PI CTURES W TH
PEOPLE FROM THE CAST, THAT ARE | NTRODUCED

ACT ONE

EXT - DOMTOM OFFI CE BU LDI NG ENTRANCE PLAZA - DAY

Jessica is wal king out of the downtown office building
visibly upset. Brad and Carly follow behind but they can’t
keep up wth her speedwal king. She breaks a heal. Visibly
see her enotional break down as she takes the shoe off and
gives it a hard throwin a randomdirection, a car alarm
goes off. She lets out an animalistic grunt and takes off
t he ot her shoe.

Carly approaches from behi nd.

CARLY
Jessica! Get a hold of yourself!

JESSI E
CGet a hold of nyself? | have
nothing to hold on to! My whol e
worl d is destroyed!

CARLY
It’s only for three years. How hard
can it be? Sone people work their
whol e |ives w thout such an
opportunity.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

JESS
| can’t take any of your peaches
and creamreality right now

Brad catches up and joins the conversation

BRAD
| just wanted to say.
JESSI E
YES?! ?
BRAD
| just wanted to say... Good | uck,
maybe 1’1l see you in three years?

He runs away, going into the distance. Jessica throws her
ot her shoe and hits himin the back.

BRAD
oW

He runs faster until he is a speck in the distance as the
girls continue their conversation.

CARLY

| told you he was a jerk
JESSI E

You might as well go too. |'m

going to be up to ny ears in grey
hairs for a long tine to cone.

They start wal ki ng.

CARLY
| have to say with your tenper and
pessimstic attitude, it’s
t enpt i ng.

JESSI E
You don’t understand. My Uncle
Edward is setting a trap for ne. |
know it.

CARLY
A trap? You could see it as an
opportunity.

JESSI E
|* m doomed! | could have to change
bedpans and wat ch wheel of fortune
forever! | bet there is no way to

( MORE)
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JESSI E (cont’ d)
keep this "Five Star Rating"
what ever that is, for three years.
He KNOAS |'m a | ow achi ever.

CARLY
Maybe he has faith in you, and yeah
maybe you shoul d have given him a
little nore of your tinme since you
knew he was going to | eave
everything to you

CRGOSS DI SSOLVE

| NT. JESSIE S APARTMENT - DAY

Jessie | ooks at her ringing cell phone and sees that her
uncle is calling, she ignores the call and continues to
aerobicize junping on a mni tranpoline.

CUr 1O

Jessi e | ooks at her ringing phone, sees it's her uncle,
ignores it, and continues to nmake her m crowave di nner,

CUr 10

Jessi e | ooks at her ringing phone, sees it’s her uncle,
ignores it, and continues eating popcorn,feet propped up,
wat ching a novie with Brad sitting by her on the couch, he
makes hi s nove.

FADE TO BLACK

EXT - LEAVI NG DOMNTOMWN OFFI CE BUI LDI NG, CONT. - DAY

They wal k in silence and stand at a blue sedan parked at a
nmeter on the street.

JESSI E
Maybe you' re right Carly, thanks
for coming to the reading of the

will. I really needed you here.
CARLY
Yes you did.
JESSI E
| went to nursing school because |
knew he woul d approve. |’ ve been
working ny whole life, so what if |
( MORE)
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JESSI E (cont’ d)
bl ew himoff for the past few
years. |’ve been tired and
busy. He was just retired, |
didn’t know he was going to die. |

just...
CARLY
Maybe you fear death?
JESSI E
Yeah, death. 1’mgoing to m ss that
guy. (sob)

Carly throws up her hands and gives her a hug.

JESSI E VO
Carly has been ny best friend since
grade school, and she’s al ways been
there for ne.

CRGSS DI SSOLVE

| NT. SECOND GRADE CLASSROOM - FLASHBACK

Two girls sit in classroomdesks with about 30 ot her
students. Two girls with simlar haircuts and cl ot hing
styles are recogni zabl e as a YOUNG JESSI E AND YOUNG CARLY.
Everyone is sitting in silence, engaged in a math wor ksheet
activity. The sound of scooting chairs and silence. A
MEAN BOY BLAKE in the back of the class is spitting
spitballs, he hits the pencil sharpener, he hits the clock,
then he hits the back of Jessie’'s neck. She hits the back of
her neck with her hand Iike she’s swatting a nosquito. Carly
sits behind Jessie and sees the whol e thing.

JESSI E
Hey! Save your spit for soneone
t hat cares

CARLY
Jessie! Get a hold of yourself!

Jessica folds her arnms and slunps in her seat. The tired
m ddl e aged teacher in a cardigan takes notice fromhis
desk.

TEACHER
|s there a problem Jessie?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

JESSI E
No sir.

TEACHER
Go to tine out.

Carly interrupts.

CARLY
Bl ake is spitting spitballs. Look
at the clock and the pencil
shar pener. (she points) He also hit
Jessie’s neck. She was j ust
reacting to his unfair abuse, she
shoul d be commended, not puni shed.

The teacher gets up fromtheir seat and inspects the clock
and the pencil sharpener and then | ooks at MEAN BOY BLAKE

TEACHER
Bl ake go to tine out.

FADE TO BLACK

I NT. SEM NAR FOR DI RECTORS OF ASSI STED LI VI NG HOVES

A big beige hotel semnar roomwith dry erase boards and a
speaker at the front. Water on the tables. Jessie is sitting
in the "classroom with nmuch the sane disposition. She's
absorbed in her work. In the back row, a man JOSHUA, a
director of a prestigous five star assisted living
community, strangely resenbling a nean boy bl ake is taking
noti ce of Jessie.

SPEAKER SEM NAR LEADER
The five star rating systemfor
assisted living falls into three
parts, healthcare, orientation and
bl ah bl ah bl ah.

Jessi ca touches the back of her neck |ike she can feel his
eyes on the back of her neck.

maki ng notes about activites. Wne tasting, water ballet,
shuffl e board, bird watching, bingo, Soul Train dance offs,
gi ant chess and checkers, bean bag throw, Chinenea.



I NT. JESSIE S APARTMENT - NI GHT

She i s stacking books in order of their endings by setting
t hem next to notecards |abel ed: Happy, Tragic, Inconclusive.

CARLY
| think this little project of
yours is putting you in the OCD

cat agory.

JESSI E
| just really need to think this
through. 1've read all these

books, but what are they really
teaching nme? I want a happy endi ng.

CARLY

| don’t think it works that way.
JESSI E

O course it does. | don't need to

give into self-defeating behaviors.
| can be like, (she picks up a
book) Dorothy in the Wzard of Qz.

CARLY
| think your ending up in a padded
cell, friend.

JESSI E
Nonsense, until this is over, |I'm

only going to think Ii ke wi nners.
Surey it will help.

CARLY
What you shoul d be doing is going
over the fine points of the will.
Look here. It turns out the three
years of five star ratings need not
be consecutive, instead they add up
over tine.

Jessie | ooks over Carly’s shoul der.

JESSI E
So, even if | ness up, it’'s stil
possible to get ny inheritance..
eventual ly? Yeah, | get it. This is
EXACTLY the sort of game ny Uncle
likes to set up. It could take ne
five, ten, fifteen years to get
t hat many rati ngs!
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CARLY
Wl | currently Donovan Gardens has
a four star rating. You just have
to bring it up a notch. You ve got
t his.
JESSI E
What el se did you read in there.
CARLY
Just your conpetitive salary.
JESSI E
What ?
CARLY

Grl, you are going to make tw ce
what you did as a nurse. You' ve got
one of the top 100 profesions in
the contry.

JESSI E
Yeah, | hear it’s a grow ng
i ndustry.

CARLY

You j oke, but nost people night
even express a little gratitude for
bei ng given a plum position |ike
this.

JESSI E
| was just |looking forward to
ki cking back living the easy life
for once. This is going to take up
nmy entire life.

Phone ri ngs.

JESSI E
Uh Hell o Brad.

BRAD VO
Hey, no hard feelings eh? | wanted
to say hello from Norway!

JESSI E
Nor way ?
BRAD
Yeah, | was feeling bad about what

happened between us and then | net
this girl Katrina, she is the

( MORE)
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BRAD (cont’ d)
director of a cruise ship. One
thing lead to another and I’ m here
hel ping her out with her resort.
| roni c eh?

JESSI E
Uh Brad. |’'ve got to go.

BRAD
Yeah well Farvel! That's Fare wel |
i n norweigian!

CARLY
Before you say anything, | honestly
think he was trying to be nice.
JESSI E
Yeah, he was never very good at
ni ce.
CARLY
Just put one foot in front of the
other. You' |ll get to where you need
to be.
JESSI E

VWhere do | need to be?

CARLY
At your new job, first thing in the
nor ni ng. She throws a pillow at
her.

EXT. ENTRANCE DONOVAN RESORT - DAY

Jessica is wearing a businesslike suit jacket and matching
skirt. Her hair is pulled up. She’'s ready for that five star
rating. She arrives in her blue sedan.

Jessie shows up at the nursing hone. |It’s a spanish
colonial style estate, much |i ke the old hollywod s Garden
of Allah, There’'s a pool surrounded by cabana’s on each
side, and then several other courtyards flanked by cabana
type roons. The paint is peeling, the wheelchair access is
askew, and several eyesores reveal that an five star rating
will not be easily attained.

JESSI CA VO
Everywhere | | ooked there was
sonet hi ng broken, out of order or
just plain disfunctional.
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Jessie is in the distance and observes:

Approaching the entrance, a young handsone | ati no boy of

about age 18, LEO, Pushes a sweet | ooking round faced |atina
| ady of about age 75, LANA, in a wheel chair across a bunpy
sidewal k. He is stopped at the entryway by DEONDRE, 30, a
bouncer sized orderly, a gentle giant.

DEONDRE
Wl cone. Let ne help you up the
ranp, it’s alittle rickety.

He takes over and pushes her up the ranp getting noticibly
stuck three tinmes before crossing the threshold. Lana hol ds
her dignity as she is jostled al ong, but her hands
dramatically grip at the arns of her chair.

DEONDRE
Are you visitors?

LEO
No. We're checking in today. |
mean ny grandnot her Lana Esatban is
checki ng in.

LANA
|’mright here, and | can speak for
nmysel f. We net Abby a nonth ago
when we signed the agreenent.

LEO
That’'s right.

DEONDRE
Pl eased to neet you both. That's
wonderful, | think you'll find
yoursel f right at hone here. |'m

around if you need ne.

LEO
| under st and.

Leo pushes Lana to the front desk of the reception area of

t he nursing hone. She’'s wearing a cute shirt with a bear on
it and a gaudy necklace with matching earrings. The woman at
t he desk, Abby, is on the phone and gives them an
acknow egi ng nod as she continues to talKk.

ABBY
Yes, we have single and doubl e
roons and a bungal o by the pool
avai l able... yes, we are very
custoner friendly.

( CONTI NUED)
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a formon a clipboard to Leo. He | ooks at the form

and then frowns, placing it down on the counter.

She hangs

ABBY
Are you certain you can deliver
t hat today? Yes. Yes. Thank you.

up and | ooks at the new arrivals as if for the

first time.

ABBY
Hel | o. How can | hel p you.

LEO
|’ m here to check in nmy grandnot her
Lana Estaban. | believe we are on

t he schedul e?

ABBY
Ch yes. Wl cone To Donovan Gardens.
We hope you will feel at hone.
LEO
Yes mam
ABBY
Are you the caretaker of Lana
Est aban?
LANA

Excuse nme, Leo is my grandson, and
he takes good care of ne, but he
needs to have his own young life

W t hout the burden of taking care
of ne.

ABBY
Car et aki ng needn’t be a burden.

LANA
There’s nore to |ife than bedpans
and wheel of fortune.

LEO
For the record, |’ve never done
ei ther.

ABBY
Well, that’s our business, but this
is a nice place. You re in good
hands.

Ent er Jessi ca.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI E
Hel | o, you nust be Abby. |I'm
Jessie Lyn, the new director.

ABBY
Edward’ s niece, yes |I’ve heard you
wer e com ng.

JESSI E
Well, there’'s lots of work to do.
ABBY
And where would you like to start
first?
JESSI E

Do you have a grounds keeper? | saw
about five things that needed to be
fixed just walking in the entrance.

ABBY
That woul d be M chael, but he's
really a tech person. Maybe
Deondr e?

JESSI E
Maybe? (Sarcastically) G eat.

ABBY
Let nme take care of our new guests,
Ms. Lana Estaban and her grandson
Leo have just arrived | was about
to take themon a tour if youd
like to come al ong?

JESSI E
Uh, sure.

ABBY
Let’s get started.

Abby places a "Back in 5 mnuets” sign on her desk and wal ks
around the counter to |lead the tour.

JESSI E
So no one is at the desk while you
are taking us on the tour?

ABBY
It’s never been a probl em before.
May | suggest you know where you
are before you start questioning
everyt hi ng?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

Lana coughs for attention.

LANA
| hate to interrupt, but a tour
sounds great.

JESSI E
May | join you? | think you are
right, | do need to get oriented a
bit.

ABBY

Ri ght this way.

JESSI E VO
| know what you’'re thinking. Way to
take charge! But that’s never been
my strong suit, and if I was to get
anywhere, | was going to need
backup

ABBY
This roomis unoccupi ed.

She continues walking in a way that invokes suspi scion
because she obviously doesn’t want to go in.

JESSI E
Wll, my | see the roon? 1'd like
to think it was ready for
occupancy.

ABBY
|’ m sure Ms. Estaban isn’t
interested in a time-consum ng
i nspecti on.

Jessi e opens the door, and is net by resistance. A box of
medi cal equi pnent falls down.

ABBY
Uh, this is awkward, but we were
usi ng this unoccupi ed room as

st or age.
JESSI E

W'l talk about this later.
ABBY

Yes... let’s go | ook at the pool

area. A true tresure of the place.
Qur guests love it!

( CONTI NUED)
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One guy is kicking around in the pool draped over the side
of a large tropical innertube.

Two | adies sun in deck chairs. It just |ooks enpty, feels
|l azy and the only sound is of a hunm ng fan.

JESSI E VO
If the health code didn't get us
the quality neasures would, and no
body was even noti ci ng.

I NT. LANA'S NEW ROOM

Lana is sitting up in her new bed, in a sparse area by the
door, to her side, with the wi ndow view is El enaore Marcus.
Her area is noticably posh with a | anp, beadspread,
bookshel f, painting on the wall |like a nice hotel. Plastic
di vi der curtain between roons.

LEO

Vel l, here’s to your new begi nni ng!
LANA

Get out of here and don’t | ook

back.

He hugs her

LEO

yes, Grandma, |’'|Il see you Sunday.

He | eaves sl amm ng the door behi nd.

ELANORE
No one’s | ooking.

She pulls a bottle of whiskey frombeneith the mattress and
pours it into her paper cup set on her lap tray.

ELANORE

Do you play cards? Wat’ s your
gane.

Shuffl es cards on her lap tray.

LANA
G n rumy



17.

| NT. BREAKROOM - DAY

Abby and Gary are "going at it" in the breakroomw th an
upst andi ng enbrace and fevered kissing. Each tine Gary goes
for her breasts she noves his hand back

ABBY
| have to get back to the desk
soon.

GARY
You al ways say that, just when we
get started. | guarnatee we have 15
m nutes, just work with ne here.

ABBY
You are so romanti c.

GARY
| brought you a mnt.

ABBY
So funny.
EXT. OPEN- Al RED ACTIVITY AREA - DAY
The open-aired courtyard is set up with folding chairs set
six feet apart facing two side by side tables and a dry
erase board on an easel, set up for a game of bingo.
ditter Cannon

Bean Bag toss set up. G ant Chess Board, G ant checkers,
free time.

i ntroduce the nore characters and extras in the group

| NT. ALBERTA W NTHROPE' S ROOM - DAY
Enter Richie, with a flower and a poemfor the |ovely

Al berta. He nmakes sure to connect with his eyes. She swoons
agreeably. Interrupted by annoying skype with famly.

EXT. OPEN Al RED ACTIVITY AREA

El enore and Ted are playing the giant chess set with a
frantic intennsity.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

Lana finds a rose just |like the one he left for Alberta in
t he previous scene by her nane placard. She picks it up and
gracefully snmells the perfume, then | ooks around
flirtatiuosly.

Jessie sees, smles and nods.

INT. WLL AND RICHI E'S ROOM - NI GHT

Verewol f gun shoot out dream sequence.

| NT. STAFF BREAK ROOM - DAY

The adm nistrative staff is gathered around the table break
room There is a projection of a graph on the back wall,
somewhat di sturbed by by a wall clock and an inspirational
post er.

JESSI E
|’ ve been contenplating sone
decisions and this is what |’ ve
come up with: Repair the ranp,
Transfer R chie and quit storage of
supplies in enpty roons.

Jessie | ooks at the others for sone reaction, but gets bl ank
stares. She coughs.

ABBY
M chael our repairman is away on
vacation, so maybe that shoul d
wait, and cancelling our storage
agreenent may cause sone probl ens
with the contractors... And what'’'s
your problemw th Richie, he's a
sweet ol d man.

JESSI E
Adirty old man is nore like it.

ABBY
Oh that. He does |ikee the | adies.

INT. RICH E I N ROOM - FLASHBACK
Richie is fixing hinelf up in the mrror. Hs roomate Ted is
sitting up in bed. Richie opens up his top drawer, it is

full of serveral long stemed roses. He sets one on the top
of the dresser, and slicks his eyebrows.

( CONTI NUED)
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TED
Anot her rose for the | adi es?

RI CH E
| always give a beautiful lady a
rose. It saves ne tine.

TED
Ti me
R CH E
| can tell if she takes care of the

rose after | give it to her, that
she likes ne.

TED
Maybe she just likes flowers

Rl CH E
Nah, | know what |’ m doi ng.

| NT. BREAK ROOM - RESUME

JESSI E
He is just going to cause problens
| don’t need if it escal ates.

ABBY
Gk, we can transfer Richie to our
partner assisted |iving space in
Fr esno.

JESSI E
| was al so thinking of hiring an
of ficial grounds keeper, and a
chaplin. | notice our sanctuary is
bei ng used for storage?

ABBY
No one conplained, religionisn't a
popul ar topic.

JESSI E
Many of our guests are naking their
| ast stop here, there are things
t hey probably want to square away.

ABBY
Wth God?

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI E
Even if it is just to tell himto
fuck off.

JESSI E

And Gary, as activities director |
want to give you sone nore
resources. 1’'d like to see sone

cl asses too. Maybe a wi ne tasting?
Bel | y danci ng?

GARY
These are good i deas!

Abby jabs himhard under the table, Gary reacts and then
recovers quickly.

GARY
|"d like to start an aerobics
cl ass, where we are dancing to the
oldies |like R chard Si mons.

ABBY
The ol di es have changes from
Ri chard Simmon’s day. It’s no

| onger dancing to sonething cute
i ke Louie Louie, but nore Search
and Destroy.

GARY
| hear you Abby, Patti Smth and
Cher, but aerobics and pop nusic is
a conbo that never get’s old.

JESSI E
Maybe we can turn one of these
unoccupi ed roons into a studio
i nstead of storage? One thing for
certain, we need to up our capacity
and make our profits that way. The
storage is just a racket with no
benefit to our clients.

ABBY
Your uncle was the one that started
the storage "racket" as you say, as
a favor to sone of his "friends."

She | ooks at Jessica knowi ngly and uses her fingers for
guot ati on marks.
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JESSI E
VWhat kind of friends?

ABBY
The kind of friends that don't take
no for an answer.

JESSI E
Vel enough is enough. W can just
tell themthat the new director is
cl eani ng house and they can take
their "racket" somewhere el se.

She gets a tenative round of applause fromthe others.

DEONDRE
The occupants conpl ai n about havi ng
t he same nmushy food every
day. Maybe we coul d do sonething
about that?

JESSI CA
Peopl e I ove to conpl ain about the
food, even if you inprove it. In

my opinion it isn't a prority
because they wouldn't |ike the
changes either.

DEONDRE
VWhat if we had a Spighetti dinner
and a novie once a week?

JESSI CA
Well, that could work. 1'I1l | ook
into it. Now about this storage
situation..

Suddenly the electric lights flash dramatically, there’ s a
| oud electric sound and the lights go out. Only ani mated

whi t es of

their eyes can be seen.

JESSI CA
Don’t panic! Don’t Panic! Don’t
Pani c

Jessica i s panicking.

ABBY
Oh... | forgot to tell you, we have
bl ackouts fromtine to tine.
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EVERYONE
Munbl es of agreenent

ABBY
The back-up systemw Il kick in
soon. Mchael set it up

JESSI CA
Back-up systenf

ABBY
Yeah, we aren’t exactly on "the
grid" it’s a "zoning" thing.

The electric lights flash on dramatically with a buzzing
el ectric sound.

JESSI E
| nmust talk to this Mchael guy.
ABBY
Uh, yeah.
JESSI CA
Well... Good neeting.
DEONDRE
Thank you.

They all abruptly |eave, Jessie is sitting there. She
noticies that while it was dark sonone turned all the
i nspirational posters upside down.

EXT. GARY FI XES THE HANDI CAPPED RAMP - DAY

The t ool box becones a bag of gags as Gary tries to quickly
fix the fence so he can have sone |ovey tinme wth Abby.

He sets down the tool box. 1t’s visibly w ndy outside and
his cap keeps flying off. The glare fromthe sun is keeping
himfromgetting an accurate neasurnent. He bends down and
the seans in his pants split on the side. He plays with the
string. He shakes the rickety railing. He takes a wedge of
wood from his tool box and hanmmers it at the bottom of the
ranp and gives the railing a shake. It holds. He is pleased
and pulls hinself up on the railing, but this tine it gives
way and is nore broken than before. He hammers sone nore and
adds sone duct tape. He shakes it, and it is slightly |y
wobbly. Hi's phone rings. Abby’'s nanme is in the phone.
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GARY
Yes, the break room I’'Il be right
t here, sweetheart.

He takes a potted plant and shakes the dirt at the base of
the ranp and stonps it in with his foot. He brushes away

the nmess he’s nade with his hands. G ves the Rail another

shake and it seens solid. H's phone rings again. He wedges
t he tool box behind a bush and runs off, slicking his hair

back with a pocket conb.

I NT. SEM NAR FOR DI RECTORS OF ASSI STED LI VI NG HOMVES -
RESUMED

A big beige hotel semnar roomwith dry erase boards and a
speaker at the front. Water on the tables. Jessie is sitting
in the "classroom with nmuch the sanme disposition. She’s
absorbed in her work. In the back row, a man JOSHUA, a
director of a prestigous five star assisted living
community, strangely resenbling a nmean boy bl ake is taking
noti ce of Jessie.

SPEAKER SEM NAR LEADER
The five star rating systemfor
assisted living falls into three
parts, healthcare, orientation.

Jessi e touches the back of her neck |like she can feel his
eyes on the back of her neck.

maki ng notes about activites. Wne tasting, water ballet,
shuffl e board, bird watching, bingo, Soul Train dance offs,
gi ant chess and checkers, bean bag throw, Chinenea.

JOSHUA
If you're interested in seeing a
five star rating at work, you
shoul d cone by ny hone.

Jessie | ooks up fromher |ist.

JESSI E
Hone?

He hands her his card
JOSHUA

The Twin Pines assisted |iving
home. We’'re nearby to you.
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JESSI E
That nmekes us rivals.

Joshua gives a hearty | augh

JOSHUA
W’ ere a first rate place. Maybe we
can give you sone inspiration?

JESSI E
Maybe sone ot her tine.

She squares off with her notes and drinks sonme water.

| NT. FRONT DESK AREA - DAY

A happy nontage giving hope that things are going well at
Donovan Gardens. Sunri se, birds chirping, people splashing in
t he pool, |l aughter between staff, then there are | eather
shoes with argyl e socks wal king up the entrance

wal kway. The feet trip slightly. See two nen in suits with
cli pboards and hats wal king up towards the entrance.

Abby is at her desk fiddling with the printer. She talks
wi t hout | ooking up to nake eyecontact.

ABBY
Hel l o, how can | hel p you?
| NSPECTOR
Hello, I"mthe CMS inspector.
ABBY
Your a day early
| NSPECTOR
Oh, yes, sorry about that, it
couldn’t be helped, I'’munable to

make it tonorrow due to a change in
t he schedul e.

ABBY
|’ m sure. NO problem Wuld you
like a tour?
She frantically dials her phone.

| NSPECTOR
| can find nmy way around.

He spends tinme inspecting the plants in the greeting area.
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He goes into the cafeteria where he sees about six patients
hol di ng signs protesting the food.

flush the nush, Food with Flavor, Eat it, and chanting, we
want food, better food

Food Pr ot est.

A delivery driver shows up wth 200 boxes of el ectronics
and expects to deliver themto an unoccupi ed room

ABBY
You can’t | eave this here.

DELI VERY GUY
M. Caruso says it’'s ok.

| NSPECTOR
And you are storing this electrica
equi pnment on canpus?

Enter five wonen patients with Lana and El enore | eadi ng the
char ge.

LANA
Abby, Abby, you Can’t |et themtake
Ri chi e!
ELENORE
Where did he go?
ABBY
Fresno, | think.
DEONDRE
Maybe Twi n Pi nes?
PATI ENT #1
Where’'s Richi e?
ABBY
Pl ease, can we tal k about this

| ater?
The | adi es want to conpl ain because Richie is being
transferred for creating a disturbance. Very upset and | ound
prot esting.
Still havent renoved all the glitter fromthe pool.
Food protester gets angry and takes a golf cart, a streaner

is followng it as a tail and winds around a pole, it begins
towind on itelf and forces the cart to nove in a notion
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that swipes all of the belly dancers into the pool. ains it
at the aerobicising belly dancers, charges, they all junmp in
the pool to get out of the way.

| NSPECTOR
This pool is full of glitter, and
there should be no daily wear in
the pool. Only sw nsuits!

THE HANDI CAPPED RAMP WASN T PROPERLY REPAI RED.

Jessie begins to protest, followi ng the inspectors as they
wite in their clipboards, walking in circles in the | obby
area, she still follows.

JESSI E
W were well aware of the standards
and were doing everything in our
power to neet them before you cane
a day early.

An inspector stops and g
t he power goes on the fritz.

Stunble on ranp as they |eave. The rating went down instead
of up. Close up of Jessie zoons out to a | ong shot
representing how suddenly small she feels. The entire cast
is hovering in the background, glaring.

JESSI CA VO
People love to tell you | told you
so, and | could feel the glares
fromthe residents and staff that
this was their happy opportunity.

| NT JESSI ES APARTMENT

JESSI E
Ww, it really wasn’t what | was
expecti ng.
CARLY
How so?
JESSI E
Well, you know, a |ot of bedpans

and ol d people just sitting around,
but this place had a spark.
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CARLY
a spark.

JESSI E
yeah, a spark of life.

27.

They' re just

people after all, wanting to enjoy
Li ke maybe
| could do this for them Mke it a

the time they have left.

ni ce pl ace.

CARLY
So you're still in?
JESSI E
Yeah, I'mstill in.
CARLY

And you can get your big bucks.

JESSI E

Ch Yeah! | do want that noney. That

is certain.

She turns around and wal ks to her

car,

with her skirt tucked

awkwardly in her pantyhose. Not perfect, but nobody wants to

bur st her bubbl e.



